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VC Lose 321 
Saigon (CIB) - The Viet 

Cong lost 260 killed and 61 
captured for the week end­
ing Apr. 17, U.S. military 
sources revealed. 

For the same week, gov:­
ernment 105SeS were 90 
killed and 29 missing or 
capture<l, efltabli&hing a. kill 
ratio of 3-to-1 in favor of 
the friendly forces. 

U.S. losses for the period 
were one killed and 14 
wounded, with two Amer-' 
icans listed as missing in 
acticm or captured. 

• • • 
Incidents Rise 

Saigon (CJB) - Viet Cong 
initiated incicients increased 
to 470 during the period 
Apr. 10-17, according to V.S. 
military officials. 

During the week of Apr. 
3-10 the VC initiated 430 
suoh tnCJidents. 

JN Corps reported 230 of 
last weeks incidents, while 
I Corps had 105, IT and 
ill Corps 60 incidents each 
and 15 incidents in the Cap­
ital Militarwi District. . . . .. 
Unit Actions Down 

Saigon (CIB) - Small 
unit actii.ons decreased dur­
ing the week ending Apr. 
17 over the previous week. 

There were 16,215 such 
incitlent.s last week as 
compared with 17,125 the 
previous week, according Lo 
authorities in Saigon. 

Operations: involving bat­
talion-size or larger units 
decreased slightly, from 80 
to 75, for the same period. 

• • * • 

Navy Missions 
Saigon (CIB) - Vietnam­

ese naval forces accounted 
for abaut 2,235 missions 
during th~ period Apr. 10-
17, according to U.S. mili­
tary spokesmen in Saigon. 

l3ea forces accounted for 
about 155 missions, includ­
ing shore bombardments, 
while river forces conduct-

( Continued on page 8) 
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VC Caught In Marine 
Vise-Like Maneuver 
Quiet Ends In Do Nang Area 

Da Nang (USMC IO) - The lull in the fighting :n 
the Da Nang Sector wa_s broken as helicopters of the 
Marine Medium Helicopter Sqdn. lifted off Apr. 20 for 
a ,&trike against the Viet 
Cong. 

The strike area was in 
the vicinity of Ang Bae, 
eight miles southeast of the 
Da Nang Air Base. The ope­
ration was dlrected against 
a company of known VC re­
g"io·nal forces. 

Latest reports had shown 
the VO massing· in the Ang 
Bae district, forcing the 
local Vietnamese to dig 
tranches a~ supeTvisdng 
the placement of pu..'-J.ji 
stakes. 

as: a blocking force. 

Four armed Hueys made 
a strafing and rocket run 
on the area surroundbg 
the LZ. Two decO[y, helicop­
ters followed, flying past 
the zones and further south. 
A few minutes later, five 
choppers dropped into the 
southern landing zone- and 
unloaded 62 Vietnamese 
soldiers:. 

TRAP IS LAID 

MOVE OUT - Vietnamese soldiers storm out of a AIR SUPPORT 

Two mi•,1utes later the 
remaining five cho})P&s 
landed in the northern zone 
unloading their compliment 
of 72 ARVN fighters. 

UH-34D helicopter into the landing zone near Ang Bae. The strike was built a-
The Marine hell-lift was supported by selJeral U.S. Army round 12 UH-34D helicop-
armed ''Hueys" and VNAF Sk__qraiders. (USMC Photos) ' ters carrying 134 ARVN sol-

1--------------------------- diers with six Army :UH-lB 
The two ARVN units1quick-

1lY closed with each other 
and continued the attack 
a.ided by Vietnamese artil­
lery_ 

Seven· Bridges Fall 
To Strike Aircraft 

Saigon (CID)- U.S. Air Force and Navy jets .Fri. 
day totalling about 200 aircraft left seven North 
Vietnamese bridges destroyed in the latest of the 
continuing ~ strikes a­
gain.sill military targets 
north of the 17th Parallel, 
a U.S. mill.tary spokesman 
said Fridaiy. 

The massivle combined 
strike, the mo.st devastating 
thus far in terms of targets 
destroyed; unloaded 275 tons 
of bombs plus Bullpup 
air'-to-,ground,, m•ss.i!les, roc­
kets and cannon fire on the 
seven bridges and scored a 
bonus when Air Force, p'­
lots sunk a ferry near Phu 
Qui, 90 miles .~:)uth of Ha­
noi. 

Air Force and Navy fight­
ers and escort aircraft fle,w 
two morning missions des .. 
troyu1g two bridges and 
damaging three othern1. 

Frida.y afternoon, Navy 
aircraft flew a restrike a­
gainst the three damaged 
targets and completely des­
troyed them. The 7th Fleet 

I 

attack and support aircraft 
then flew on to two addi­
tional bridges a:nd put them 
out of service in what the 
spokesman termed a "high­
ly successful" mission. 

In . the morning mission, 
Air Forde pilots zeroed-in 
on Phuc Thien highway 
bridge along Route 7, 120 
miles south of Ha'noi and 
Ly Nhan a Route 1 highway 
bridge 110 miles: south of 
Hanoi. Both bridges plus 
the ferry at Phu Qui were 
destroyed. by the wave of 
iF-105, A-lH and support 
aircraft, the spokesman 
said. 

Meanwhile, Navy A-1, A-4 
and escort planes from the 
carriers USS Midway and 
Hancock were working over I 
a bridge at Pho Son, 1 5 O 

(Continued on page 8) 

armed "Hueys" and two 
Vietnamese S.kyrai.ders fly­
ing armed support. The area 
was divided into northern 
and .southern laading zones 
(LZ), which were tlhree · 
miles apart. Two ,companies 
Of Vietnamese troops WeTe 
already in the area ,srervin~ 

Six Viet Cong and a 
quantity of sman arms: were 
captured in the vise-like 
pinching maneuver. No 

, friendly ca.sualties had been 
suffered. 

COVER - A hush lirie serces as temporary cover and 
-concealment for Vietnamese troops in the landing - zone 

near Ang Bae during Apr. 20 operation against Viet 
Cong in the Da Nang aeclor. -The troops soon met with 
the other section of assault force and Ptrssed on the attac'lf,. 
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Servicemen ,.· Voice 
Of U.S. Kole In 

;Approval 
.Vietnam 

Do American soldiers know why they're in Viet­
nam? A conclusive answer, of course, is impossible 
to give, but if the letters of a handful of soldiers are 
indicative, men here know more about the "why'' 
than most Americans, according to Army Times, a 
widely read weekly newspaper for military personnel. 

In the Apr. 21 issue, the publication cites 25-year 
old Lt. Elvis G. Barker. On Jan. 3 he wrote his 
wife, Virginia, from Vietnam: ''I'm here for two 
reasons. The first is, of course, to defend the U.S., 
my country and to guarantee a life of freedom for 
my family. This is our first line of defense ... 

"The second reason is that I think we can help 
these people. Yes, they're appallingly primitive, in 
some cases, but then so were we at one time ... 

"Negotiation, bringing the boys home-.ind sell 01u 
last hope in Southeast A,ia dow11 the river? All of us 
here want to go home, but none of us want to leave 
because of a 'negotiation' ... " 

The lieutenant has come home however. On 
Mar. 11, he was laid to rest at Salem, Ore. The 
officer was killed when a hand grenade on his belt 
accidentially exploded as he was going to the aid of 
a platoon under Viet Cong attack. 

LETTER SWAYS MOTHER 

Another Soldier, Sp4 Lance R. Hall wrote home: 
"Ir we do say' to hell w,th Vietnam,' we might as 
well say to hell with · Southeast Asia, then maybe, 
to hell with Europe, South America, Africa and then, 
maybe 'lo hell with freedom.' 

''I say to hell with the courageous Americans back 
home in the good old U.S.A. who sit around saying 
•to hell with Vietnam'." 

Hall's letter got more than casual attention. His 
mother, Mrs. Betty Wason Hall of Pleasantville, 
N.Y., swayed by the letter, changed her mind about 
U.S. involvement in Vietnam. 

She sent the letter to Ptesideot J1»hn100 whca wrote 
the soldier: 

"It's heartening to me to read of yo11r dedication and 
your devotion to duty 10· that distant lantl. 

"You and your comrades there bear the primary 
burden of our nation's commitment to tne people 
of Vietnam-to help them to help themselves in the 
preservation of their freedom." 

"I just want you to know that your President 
has not forgotten you and the job you are doing. 
We are grateful to you and those thousands like 
you who toil today to bring peace to a troubled 
world." , 

A FR.USTRATING PRIVILEGE 
Perhaps the most touching letters-and also those 

exhibiting the most sympathy to the Vietnamese 
cause - are from Capt. Jam3s P. Spruill, a Special 
Forces soldier killed a year ago in Vietnam. 

While not wholly satisfied with the U.S. effort 
here, he wrote his wife, Barbara, in Nov. 1963 
that ''it is also a privilege to work with the Viet­
namese soldiers. Frustrating at times ... he is the 
most genuine and kind human I have met. .. 

"It was brought to my attention last night that 
we were once inadequately equipped and poorly 
trained and that professional soldiers came from 
afar to aid the ftelgling American army in its fight 
for freedom and internal order. Two of these 
'advisors' are well known-Von Steuben and Lafa­
yette. It is heartwarming to think . that we now 
continue the tradition of sacrifice fostered by those 
two men when they aided a nation in need." 
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FLYING CROSS 

PosthumoW1 
Capt Carlton J. Holland 

BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

3rd Award 
MSgt Paui E. M~llen 

2nd Award 

Maj Charles W. Jones 
Capt James F. Morris 
C~pt Thomas B. Throckmorton 
1st Lt Job.n. T. Horn 
MSgt James H. Grandy 
:we Gene BeU 
SFC James H. Smith 
SFC Vernon E. Smith 

1st Award 

Lt Col Mdtbew W. Busey IH 
Lt Col Floyd R. Mulvany 
Lt Col John F. While 
Maj How,rd E. Carson 
Maj James L. S,nl(leton 
Maj Charles W. Brown 
Maj Grady A. Culpepper 
Maj Richard B. Haskell 
Maj \"/alter Kirkland 
Maj William .J. Marlin 
Maj D 1uglas G. Waters 
Maj Martin L. Pitts Jr. 
Maj John H, Simpson Jr. 
Capt James G. Bayer 
C,pt James M. Beckworth 
Capt Thornton Burns 
Capt Eleas A. Cozanitis 
Capt Leonard E. Hutson 
Capt Joseph Orlowski Jr. 
Capt Larry D. Piper 
Capt Charley E. Barber 
Capt Donald L. Perkins 
Capt Joseph B. Plauche 
Capt Roger R. Ransey 
Capt Larry F. Sanders 
Capt James J. Anderson 
Capt Milton B. Holsey Jr. 
Capt Thomu J. Hendricks 
Capt James B. Johnson 
Capt Harry S. Ota 
Capt Wesley B. Westfahl 
Capt &d..w_ard..J. Thielen 
Capt Vernon G. Doniphan 
Capt Thomas F. 'lchatzman Jr. 
Capt Melford S. Sorenson Jr. 
Capt Wilbur T. Whitehead 
1st Lt Kazuo Koike 
1st Lt John A. Whigham 
2nd Lt James L. Rayborn 
Cl.VO E 1111ene W. Inauk 
MSgt Felix L. Russo 
MSgt Charle• F. ,Tohnson 
HSgt John J. Feuerbach · 
M'igt Kenneth E. Penrose 
SFC Joseph L. Maloney 
SFC Karl F. B11.rrf!ltt .Jr. 
SFC Donald W. Phillips 
SFC Albert L . Mentzer 
SF 1 Charles W. Burbage 
SFC Adelle F. Mc Kinney 
SSgt George M. Beasley 
SSgt John Cullen 
SSgt James R. Conde 
SSgt Donald J. Fawcett 
S\gt Artb.ur L. Fletcher 
Sp6 Richard L. Towasend 
Sp5 Felipe Velez-Velez 
Sp5 Michael E. Holland 
Sp4 Anthony B. Thompson 
Sp4 Robert A. Chapman 

ARMY COMMENDATION 
MEDAL w~ 

SFC William E. Edge 
SFC James T. Gentry 
SFC Kenneth G. Wood Jr. 
SFC Jesse S. Mendez 
SFC Charles F. Kinsley Jr. 
SSgt Daniel R. Ballantyne 
SSgt Clearence Young 
SSgt Andy Marki vich 
SSgt Garv D. Carter 
SSgt William C. Morrow 
SSgt Rex B. Patton 
SSgt Francis O. Garren Jr. 
SSgt Jeff C. Beard 
SSgt Theophil L. Rabalais 
Sp6 Lewis J. Green 
Sgt Williard L. Necaise Jr. 
Sgt Laurence R. St Onge 
Sgt Edward N. Passmore 
Sgt Harry T. Scott 
Sp5 Charles E. Stokes 
Sp4 Nathaniel A. Mitchell Jr. 
Sp4 Alfred H. Abony 
Sp4 Benjamin Jackson 
Sp4 Earl L , Pickstone 
Sp4 Raymond J. Werdann 
PFC Joseph V. Perfetti 
PFC Jo3e L. s,villa 
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CAST-OFF- SKC George L. H!lneberg (left) a11d Lt. 
Charles R. Ftke check-out craft of the Jun~ Force. The 
two U. S adoisors traoel throught the Republic of 
Vietnam prooiding technical adoice to ihe Junk. Force. 

Shoot Trouble 
Junk Forces 

Advisors 
For Navy's 

Vit.tnam (MACOI) - Five years ago Lt. Oharles R. 
Fike was major,ing in business administration and .ac­
counting never dreaming that one day he would be 
caught up in worrying a-
bout the maintenance and quarters is in Saigon. 
suppty problems of South 
Vietnam's junk fleet. 

Fike arrived in Vietnam 
about nine months ago, a 
volunteer for his present 
job. Since then there have 
been man,y; times when he 
has wished he had stuck to 
accounting. 

Disillusioned, at first, Fike 
is now optimistic about the 
fleet's future . He has seen 
great progress and an ever­
increasing ffiprit de corps 
throughout the four district 
fleets. -

Shortly after arriving in 
Vietnam, Fike took a ha,rd 
look at the job and set a,. 

bout streamlin,ing the junk 
force supply system. He and 
his assistant, Chief George 
L. Haneberg, arestm sttea.m­
lining. They haven't got all 
the kinks •ironed out yet, 
but as one veteran Navy 
advisor s a i: d recently, 
"These two men have done 
wonders. You can't imagine 
how much they've accom­
pltsfied. They're the best 
trouble-shooters we've ever 
had." 

Fike's job involves taking 
inventories at junk repair 
faoilities, adv1sing on the 
proper procedures of logis­
tics management and giving 
technical advi.ce1 to both the 
U.S. Navy advisors and the 
Vietnamese Na,vy on logis,. 
tical problems. 

The two men are proba­
bly the only supply types 
in the entire U.S. Navy who 
are experts when it comes 
to supplying a junk. 

Both men make field 
trips as far north as cua 
V:i:et, close t::> the 17th Pa­
rallel, and as far west, as 
Ha Tien, about five miles 
from the Cambodian bor­
der. Their permanent head-

Combat situations in the 
field are the rule rather 
than the exception for Fike 
and Haneberg. When they 
visit places as remote as 
Phu Quoo Island, chief rut­

val base for the Fourth 
Coastal District, they · eat 
and sleep with their Viet­
namese counterparts itn mud 
huts With tha.tched roofs. 

The junk force ha5 beea 
called everything from 
"Junkies" to "Black Paja,. 
ma Navy." Although a few 
of the crewmen wear uni­
forms, moot wear black pa­
jamas-traditional garb of 
the Vietnamese working 
class. The crewmen, para­
military sailors, have been 
recruited from villag.es and 
citieSI. 

Fike and Haneberg, · lilke 
other U.S. advisors, often 
don blaok pajamas to keep 
from being picked off by 
VO bullets when they are 
in enem:y, waters. 

Although the two sup:ply 

(Continued on page 1) 
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SECURING THE LOAD - SSgt. La Verne F. Kappauf, left, of the 19th Air 
Commando Sqdn, and SSgt. John R. Dunlap Jr., · Detachment 2, 8th Aerial Port 
Sqdn. at Vinh Long secure load for next strp on 1esupply mission in the Mekong Delta. 

19th Air Commandos - "Deeds Not Words" 
Tan Son Nhut (OIB) -

An outpost under Viet Cong 
attack calls for flareship 
support. An Amer~can advi­
oory team needs suppilies 
and mail rervice. The situa­
tion calls for "Deeds, Not 
Words," ar..d thi:si is the 
motto - and the service -
of the 19th Air Commando 
Sqdn. 

Wherever, whenever they 
can be of serv:ice, the men 
of this newly-formed unit 
are ready to respond quick­
ly,. 

Based at Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base near Saigon, the 

19tih Air Commandos was 
established as a regular 
U;.lii.t on Mar. 1. Already they 
have earned the respect anct 
admiratior. of the many 
men they have served. 

Lt. Col. John D. Pace, 
squadron commander, saw 
of the urut'SI mission "The 
least glamorous and most 
important part of our job 
is that o1: normal resupply 
mghts. These are flown 
daily to many different 
pofiln.ts in Vietnam." The 
reason these flights are con­
sidered. so important ~ the 
veteran pilot, is that ''the 

men in the field need food 
and water and mail. These 
are some of the essentials 
we carry on our resupply 
missions,.'' 

Whereas: resupply mis­
sions are important for mo­
rale among the American 
soldiers, flareship miSISions 
are of "immediate impor­
tance to the saving of 
life," saiid. Capt. Jack 
Kohn, one of the crewmen 
of the 19th. "You can't hit 
an enemy you can't see." 
There are three crews on 
flareship duty every nig_ht. 

A norm21 crew on the 

Informal instruction is given during Popular Force class session. 
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READY FOR TAKE OFF - Capt. Edward F. 
Tyndall, 19th Air Commando Sqdn. pilot makes final 
checkout prior le- take-r,Jf for resupply mission. Rewpply 
is one of the prime function~ of the nerrly-fom.ed unit. 

. Long An ((?IB) -The four Popular Forces soldiers 
-~1t huddled m the _shade of a large tree~ Standing 
rn front of them 1s an instructor from a mobile 
te-am of national cadre, who 
speaks in slow, meaningful states "A good deal of civic 
tones. action isl conducted through 

This is the Popular Force this program. By helping 
Motivation lnd~tri.nation the people, they come to 
Program in action. Through trust the PF soldier. A rew­
this program-, t h ~ Po- ard for this trust is better 
pular ;Force (PF) soldi€1I" . is intelligence on Viet Cong 
shown why he i;s :fightling. activities in the area." 
His ro~e in t,he btg pioture Education of the PF ,siol­
of the Viietnameoo struggle dier in the affairs of Viet­
is illustra.Wd'so that he wm · nam begins with two mobile 
be better· able to do his job. , . ' teams of natii.onal cadre 

Capt. Giac P. Modica, a· with two American advisor~ 
U.S. Army advisor with the on each team. These teams 

program and a toom ·chief, ' (Contir.ued on page 8) 
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PSYWAR ADVISOR Capt. William I. Weske visits with defectors at the Chieu Hoi 
"Open.Arms" Center in Cao Lanh. Former Viet Cong, these men have returned Voluntarily 
/or rehabilitation, training. or resettlement of their families. The Chieu Hoi program 
appeals lo the Viet Cong to defect from the communists and return lo the government. 

Apr . 24, 

MEDICAL ADVISOR SSgt Cleveland Johnson hands out candy to childr 
again," he said With a broad smile, after being mobbed by the swarm of 

~THE RIVER DRAGON T 

DURING HIS FIRST DAY of, duty on the River 
Dragon, Medical Advisor SSgt Cleveland H. Johnson . 
watches one of the showboat's Vietnamese medics pres­
cribe and service an old man in Kien Phong Prcvince. 

Cao Lanh (MACOI) - A­
r ound Cao Lanh the local 
folks call it " The River 
Dragon that Talks." , Psy­
cholog.;cal waF-fare- person­
nel call it the ''Psywar 
Showboat." But whatever 
it is called, the Long Giang 
(River Draeon) is a radical 
experiment in psywar acti­
vities in Vietnam. 

The 35-foot fla.t-bottomed 
craft is a new boat work-

ing out of Cao Lanh in 
Kien Phong Provi'nce deep 
in the rice country of the 
Mekong De1lta. 

-River Dragon's troupers 
are Vietnamese musicia:1s 
and a.ttractiive girl singers 
hired by Vietnamese Infor­
mation Service (VIS), the 
agency with over-all respon­
.sibiUty for psywar in Viet­
nam.. 

Also accompanying the 

.showboat is an American­
Vietrtamese med'cal team 
which dispense:; free m ed .'­
cines, sa1ves, pUls and first­
aid treatment. 

This free medicine is on~ 
of the two fea tures used to 
attract people to the psy­
war show. The other is a 
give-away package supplied 
by USOM contaming ,such 
things as clothin.g, tooth­
brushes and matches, along 

with a variet y 
hard-to-get ite 

These packa 
away in drawi 
the show, pro 
lets a r e hand 

gram, drawin 
an.ct lucky nu 
get one of the 

The River 
the idea of 

SMALL BOY shows Capt. Weske the contents of his gift-package. Weske works with the psyWar team l 
relation& u,uh the people in Kien Phong Province where the shoLlJboat River Dragon is making much 



1965 

•fdren. ••Never 
,f youngsters. 
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ROOF of the Long Giang (River Dragon) serves as 
stage for the entertainers. Vietnamese vocali&t i& a part 
of the program designed lo entertain and inform people in 
the countryside about the central government's activities. 
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AT ·TALKSL 
ts of other 

terns. 
ages are given 

wings. Prior to 
opaganda leaf-

ncted out, eacb 
umber. At va­

ijuring the pro­
gs are held 

umber holders 
he packages. 

Dragon wc1:; 

~f Maj_ Keith 

to cement 
ch progress. 

Meyer, seni.or advisor w 
Kien Phong sector. Meyer 
discussed the idea witn 
Capt. William I. Weske, 
Psywar / Civic Action advi­
sor. Weske was enthusias­
tic and, when the idea was 
brought up to USIS, they 
latched onto the tdea and 
soon built the boat at a 
cost of less than $1,000. 

The .showboat became 
operational on Mar. 30 and 
in its first four day:s of ope-

This Vietnamese mother ins­
pects the contents of her pack­
age. Among its many scarce 
items is a sweater for her child. 

ra,tion ,the boat's medical 
team served nearly 3,0QO 
Vietnamese inhahi,tants of 
K:ien Phong. (Story and pho­
tos by TSgt. Bill Fowler, 
MACO!). 

BUDDHIST PRIEST Thich Thien-Tal chats over a cup of tea with Capt. Weske 
al the Pagoda in Peace in Cao Lanh. A new pagoda is presently under construction 
at the same location, a few yards away from the grave of Ho Chi Minh's father. 

SHOWBOAT ENTERTAINMENT appeals to both young and old, as more than 300 people attended this perfor­
mance In Kien Phong. Larger crowds adend the night shows when movies are shown and spotlights focus on the performers. 
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RIVER PROVIDES A PRIME N ETHOD OF TRAVEL 

Da Nang Profile: 
12th CENTURY RELIC East Meets '1V est THE CHAM 'GAMESA' 

HAVEN FOR WARES- Woman sets up hawking 
.stand for day's business. Easy access lo South China 
Sea makes fish one of the mainstays of Da Nang economy. 

(USMC Photos) 

Da Nang (CJB) - "East is 
East and West is WestJ, and 
never the twain ,Shall meet.'' 

Except in South Vietnam. 
Aild nowhere in South Viet­
nam is the contrast of East 
and West more evident than 
in the coastal city of Da 
Nang, some 380 miles north 
of Saigon. 

A bustlli!ng city of more 
than 135,000 ililhabi.tants, 
Da Nang lives an anciient 
way of life wilth customs 
and transportation centu­
ries older than the jets 
which now roar off the run­
way at ·Da Nan Air- Base 
or the military vehicles 
which crowd the city's 
streets. 

Da Nang, a strategic base 
in the scheme of military 
operations, hides its vital 
nature behind a mask of 

'HANDCLASP' Brings 
To Villagers Of Tam 

Joy 
Hiep 

Saigon (HSAS IO)- Tam Hiep, a government-built village some 25_ ~iles 
northwest of Saigon, has a populatio~1 of mo~e than 2,00~ women. and ch1lo~en, 
and two men. It is a place where smiles don t come easily and l where gaiety 

HEARTY LAUGHTER - Navy Chaplain (Com­
mander) Calvin J. Croston causes an explosion of laughter 
11Jhen his command of the Vietnamese language turns into 

a joke on himself at Tam Hiep. (U.S. Navy Photos) 

is r~ for the very 
,young. 

,,, I ar!h~f:~1:n~f c~:r:: 

Vietnamese soldie'\'s who 
' died fighting the Viet Cong. 

One Maroh dz.y, a party 
of U. ,S. Navy men and a 
U. S. Army chaplain called 
at Tam Hiep. Ilefoce theY, 
left, there was hardly a face 
i'::l the village without a 
broad gr'.i.n. 

The Americans had dis­
tributed two and one-half 
tons of Project Handclasp 
items to the villagers. 

WORLD-WIDE PROGRAM 

"Handclasp" is a WOI'ld­
wide NaVJY-operated people­
to-people program. Clothing-

( Continued on page 8) 

BAMBOO RESTAURANT - A scenic view of the 
Da Nang R ioer accompanies ca3ual dinner at one of the 

" th t " city• s many beauli/ul Oriental restaurants-on- e-wa er. 

(French influence, a ,mask 
of leisure betrayed only by 
the roar of jeits, and the 
rumble ot troop convoys . 
Many of tihe people speak 
French and the streets are 
lined with Paris-patterned 
sidewalk cafes. 

"The twain," about which 

Rudyard Kipling wrote so 
many years ago, have met 
in Da Nang a,nd the result 
is an odd mixture offering 
cafe conversations against 
a backdrop of the life-and­
death battle raging beyond 
the limits of the city's de­
fenses . 

HANDCLASP HELPER- Sp4 Wayne Vernon, a 
member of the group which visited Tam Hiep le distribute 
OperatiGn Handclasp goods Wins a broad smile from 
one of the childrr.n living in the government cillage. 
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BALLOON VEN DOR - A young Vietnamese lad 
carries balloons along a Da Nang street. Many youngsters 
earn money selling wares as street hawkers in Vietnam 
where the travelling' market place is a common conoenience . 

• 

..A. Junk Forces 
(Continued from page 2) 

men see that every repair 
1acility \s well-stocked with 
modern tools, ,some are 
never used . . A few of . the 
older repa'.irmen prefer the 
fa miliar ~nd anc'ent tools 
which have been used by 

-Oriental carpenters and 
boatbuilders for centuri.es. 

One "must" for all junks 
is the .set of baleful eyes 
Which appear on tlhe bow. 
'These eyes are sometimes 
painted on, sometimes 
made of wooct and nailed 
·on. Should one of the wood­
en eyes come loose and 
drop off, it is interpreted 
as an evil omen. 

Keeping the junk fleet 
:afloat takes sweat, patience, 
know-how and American 
adVisors l:ike Lt. Fike and : 
Chief Haueberg and their 
equally courageous Viet­
namese "junkies." 

R&R 
Schedule 
April 1965 

Passengers check-in at TSS, 
0530-0600 for H o n g Kong, 
0800-0830 for Bangkok. 

Oepart Return --
HONG KONG 

Apr. 25• 
27 .. 
29• 

BANGKOK 
Apr.25 

30 

30 
2 May 
4 

30 
5 

• Stop at Danang. Danang 
j)ersonne! report 0830 for 

09=i0 departure. 

•• Stop at Nha Trang. Nha 
frang personnel report 0730 
ror 0830 departure. 

1/etJunlez:µacl '.L?ing:tJ\I 
Private First Class Binh-nhl1°tl 

Sergeant 

Warrant Officer 

Captain 

Major 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Emphasis is on l,oldfore syllables. 

(Bin nyut) 
Trung-si 
(Cu:1g see) 

,Tlmqng-si 
(Thung see) 

D~i-ti.y 
(Dye we) 

Thie'u-ta 
(Teoo ta) 
Trung-ta 
(Cung ta) 

OBSERVER 1:HE 
L ''' . :,, ~ . 

* * * The Roving 
Photographer 

Question: 
Why did you oolunteer for 

duty in Vietnam i 

SSgt. Oscar L. 
Nixon, Oakland, 
lnd. 

"I'm· after the 
experience which 
broadens an Army 
career. Thia drew 
me to take a ae­
cond look at Viet­
nam. I was here 
before on temp­
orary dutr, and 
t h e excitement 
brought me back 
again." 

. ~ ·~ 

~.PFC Charles W. 
Rodgers, Los An­
geles, Calif. 

"Wanting to see 
what war was like 
and hoping to help 
1n some way 
brought me to 
Vietnam. I speak 
the language 11nd 
bein~ able to com• 
mmucate with tb.e 
people anhances 
my a h i l i t y to 
help.'' 

·~· 
Capt. Robin 

Mangum, Lancas­
ter, Pa. 

''I'm an infan­
tryman and the 
only place for an 
inexperienced in­
fantrvman is rigb.t 
b.ere in Vietnam. 
As an officer as­
sisting to train 
Vietnamese, this 
will in tnrn help 
me to train my 

·-:.:::.: own men.'' 

• • • 
Sgt. Millard L. 

Doty, Shreveport, 
La, 

"I wanted to do 
my part in assist­
ing the Vietnam­
ese. Ibe!ieve 
who1eheartedly in 
the American ef­
fort here and felt 
qualified to help. 
Th e important 
element for suc­
cess of the effort 
is w a n t i n g to 
help." . ~ ... 

Ensign Bruce L. 
Runberg, Annand­
ale, Minn. 

••r had ~ cnoice 
of going to either 
G•~at Lakes or 
Vietnam. I cb~se 
Vietnam becau,e 
here l can put into 
use what I've been 
trained for. I also 
wanted a f i r s t 
hand look at the 
situation and wbat 
was going on." 

• • • 
SSgt. Fa b i an 

Hernandez, Hous­
ton, Tex. 

"Duty in Viet• 
nam is a challenge 
and much can be 
learned that is not 
available anvplace 
else. Assisting a 
country at w~r 
gives a man com­
b a t experience 
which is valuable 
to his career ." 
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RESALE V ALU£- SSgt. Donald G. Corp, left, and 
Maj, Wilfred L. Sterzlie inspect a piece of equipment 
for its resale oalue at the Property Disposal point at Go 
Vap. When items cannot be used by the military they are 
sold ihrough sealed bids from buyers throughout the World. 

Go Vap I Junkyard' Saves 
U.S. Government Dollars 

Go Vap (CIB)- A brisk breeze whipped up clouds 
of dust over the silent empty hulks. Tanks, washing 
machines and oil drums await reutilization at the 
Property, Disposial's "Saigon 
Junkyard" located at Go 
Vap, just outSli.de the capi­
t,al cdy. 

Property Disposal is one 
of many agencies saving the 
United State& Government 
thousands of dollars an­
nually. l't is a collection 
center for unwanted .sup­
plies a:nd equipment. 

Scattered and stacked 
throU1g:hout the various 
warehouses of Property 
Disposal are a staggeiring 
variety of items waiting for 
a new ''home.'' 

Although a piece of equip­
ment maw no longer have 
any use in one office, that 
very object might well be 

what someone else is look­
ing for. Property Disposal. 
watching ovec jts collection_ 
of olrl generators, shell 
casings and radios, tries to 
find a ''home'' or use for­
each. 

Currently ·there a.re fouxr 
collection points for · se:ra.p , 
and reusabb equipment ia 
Vietnam. Sixty-five percent · 
of the goods are ha.ndled a.t. 
the main collection point in. 
Go Vap. 

Maj. Wilfred L. Sterzik, 
Property Disposal offiber­
at Go Vap, says that he ha& 
been dubbed by fellow offi-. 
cers as the "Junkman .. and 

(Continued on page 8) 

ASSESSMENT- Inventory checks are made bg SSgt. 
Donald G. Corp, left, and Maj. Wilfred L. Sterzik of 
all equipment on hand. During these checks, an asses­
ment is made of an item's reusability "' resale oalue. l 
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Memorial Services Held 
Dead For II American 

Saigon (!:'.lRJ - Planeside 
memor.al s-en;ces were held 
on the flight line at Tan 
Son Nhut Air 3a!oe Apr. 22 
for the 10 U.S. Army per­
sonnel killed in Binh Dinh 
Provrnce on Apr. 19 anct 20 
and a civilian USOM engi­
neer killed in a VC ambush 
near Saigon on Apr. 19. 

The ten U.S. Army per­
sonnel were identified as: 
Capt. Robert D. Walker, 

Dallas, Tex.; 1st Lt. Kenneth 
L. Dean; Jr., Dobbs Ferry, 
N.Y.; 1st Lt. JoSef L. Thor­
ne, Ozark, Ala.; 2d Lt. Pa,-

trick P. Calhoun, Augusta, 
Ga.; WC Da,niel E. Bishop, 
Carmichael, Calif.; WO 
Douglas D. Mack, Ammaril­
lo, Tex.;, Sp5 Oharies F. Mil­
lay, Philpot, K,y.; Sp4 Ar­
thur F. Hennessey, West 
Falmouth, Mass.; Sp4 Terry 
W. 'Mills, Western Springs, 
Ill.; and Sp4 GJlbei"t Oliver, 
Kurtistown, Hawaii. 

John Cone, Jr., of Park­
dale, Ark., was, khlled when 
Viet Cong terrorists attack­
ed the vehicle in which he 
was riding some five miles 
from downtown Saigon. 

Seven Bridges Fall ••• 
( Continued from page I) 

m:iles south of Hanoi, and 
two others on the Dim River 
at Zorn Phuong just north 
of 1lhe 171:lh Parallel. 

All three of the highway 
spans were battered out of 
commission. One was des­
troyed by a, dir'ect hit by a 
Bullpup missile. 

The Sl.()Okesman reported 
antii-Jaircraft fire ranging 
from light to moderate from 
_ground positions at the far­
flung targets. 

No enemy aircraft wece 
sighted during any of the 
flights and all a.ircraft re­
turned safelyi to land or sea 
bases. 

U.S. Navy and Air Force 
and VNAF attack and sup­
porting aircraft spent an­
other busy week flying ar­
med reconnaissance, leaflet 
drops or strm-ke missions 
every day beginning with 
last Saturday's strike that 
claimed six bridges. 

In a-ction over North Viet­
nam during the week three 
U.S. pilots were lost. 

Thie pilot of a Navy A-4 
Skyhawk was m:ss:ng after 
the aircraft went down 
from unknown causes while 
on a Wednooday morning 
strike miss:1on. 

On Tuesday, another 
Navy pilot went down in a 
propeller-.clriven A-lH air­
craft while making a low­
Iev~l pass at a nilitary con­
voy. The report listed the 
pilot as killed. 

An F-105 .slammed into a 
hill Saturday while attack­
ing a convoy, killing the 
pilot. 

In a related development, 
U.S. military spokesmen 
announced Tuesdaiy that 
the F-104 Sltarfighter had 
been a.d.ded to the A!r Force 
inventory in the Republic 

of Vietnam with tJhe Mon­
day arrival at Da Nang of 
the swift jet interceptor. 

The move was expectetI. to 
provide increased security 
against attack by enemy 
aircraft during raids on 
the North. 

• · Popular Forces 
(Continued from page 3) 

train provincial cadre who, 
in turn, provide in-province 
training for one PF platoon 
per district. 

After dividing the pla­
toon into squads, a:n ins­
tructor guides discus.sion 
in each of the squacLS'. 
Throughout the discussions, 
.individuals are encouraged 
to express peT'sonal opi­
nions. 

Each trainee is helped to 
understiand the struggle for 
freedom and the anti-com­
munist effort in the country 
a:nd is shown the inherent 
dangern of communism. 
The natioual government's 
abitity to provide freedom 
and security is stressed! 

No special camps are used 
for the training; .. various 
hamlets of the unit's .dis­
trict serve as informal 
classrooms. Instructor,S'_ live, 
eat, work and sleep with 
the trataees as eq_uals. 

"Living right with the 
people has a: t,remendous 
effect on them," ,5ays Army 
C'apt. JameJS L. Drinkwa­
ter, a team me;mber. "They 
are more apt to be friendly 
when you are ,sitting at the 
same ~ble, ;;;haring the 
same meal." 

The role of the American 
advisor in the program is· 
that of observer and guide. 
He stands by as the ins­
truction is being given, a 
living symbol of the rewards 
of a free nation. 
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Handclasp ... 
(Continued from page 6) 

medicine, food, books and 
toys, donated by American 
individuals, religious a:id 
civic organizations and ind­
ustry are .shipped t\O needy 
areas of the world from 
Handclasp centers: a.t Nor-­
folk, VaJ., and San Diego, 
Calif. Navy men, usually 
chapla.1ns, direct distr.bution 
in the :fileld. 

Can Tho 
Unusual 

Advisors C aim 
Gun Collection 

Can Tho (IV-Corps 10) - Many avid gun collectors 
have large and expensive collections, but the IV 
Corps G-2 advisory section at Can Tho has an 
unusual one. Its small col-

rn Vietnam, the goods: are 
distributed based upon re­
questiS from field command­
ers and miliJtar&' advisors. 

Capt. Archie C. Kuntze, 
commandin~ officer of Head­
quarters SUpport Activity, 
Sai:i!gon (HSAS) accompanied 
Chaplain (Odr .) Cal­
viin J. Ol'ost-0n, Project 
Handclasp Officer for Viet~ 
nam, to the village of Tam 
Hiep_ Three Navy enlisted 
men, CSl WesJey L. Cope, 
YNSN Stephen P. Howell, 
and LTSN Marvin E. Souba, 
v~lunteered to help deliver 
the goods. 

U.S. Army Chaplain 
(Capt.) James E. Han~en 
met the Navy group at Tam 
Hiep. The chaplain, attach­
ed to the U. S. advisory 
staff's m Corps headquar­
ters at Bien Hoa, had sub­
mitted t,he in.tial request 
for Handcla,&:::,,. aid to the 
village. 

The Americans began by 
passing out chewing gum to 
the shy chfildren. T h at 
broke the ice and the Amer­
icans were swiftly engulfed 
in a sea, of delighted young­
sters. 

GUM BRINGS CHILDREN 

lection contaans captured 
Viet Oong weapons now in 
use in the Republic of Viet­
nam. 

The collection 
quired through 
work of the G-2 

was ac­
routine 
sect.ion. 

One of i.ts functions is to 
collect, analyze and disse­
minate information on ene~ 
my weapons. 

Some of the pieces on the 
rifle rack are ant,iquated, 
but most are types still 
user by the Viet Cong. The 
obsolete iteP1s a.re a home­
made shotgun anct rifle and 
a crude copy of an Amer­
ican Thompoon submachine 
gun. 

The newer gnns include 
a Oines Oommunist 7.62 
Mos.in Naga:nt carbine; a 
Chines:e Oommunist 7.62 
submachine gun; and, a 
French Lebel (Indochina) 
rifle. 

In other parts of the of-

DATELINE 
· ( ConJinueJ from page I) 

ed about 630 missions, in­
cluding participation in five 
combat missiOIZls. Coastal 
forces were most active with 
about 1,450 missions report­
ed, including action in one 
C1peration. 

• • • 

The Americans had theiJ: A.Ir 'Actions Drop 
hands full in selecting the Saigon (CIB) _ Air acti­
correct sizes of clothing - vi.ties in the Republic of 
there were six cases and Vietnam decreasect. , during 
seven bales of assorted the week ending Apr. 17, 
clot_hing. according to U.SI. mi:litar_y 

The rest of the delivery authorit!es ~n saigon. 
to Tam Hiep, typical of most The previous week had 
Handclasp druveries, inclu- seen 18,230 sorties, where­
ded 18 cases: 0f wheat germ, as the number declined to 
eight cases of multipurpose 17,675 last week 
fOOd base, aspirin, a case 
of basketballs a:id two cases 
of dolls. 

As the Americans left, the 

fice can be found the hea­
vier weapons. Standing in 
,separate corners are two 
different launch type bombs. 
Liittle is known a.bout the 
sys.tern used to firn these 
bombs, but, they are usually 
used as anti-personnel de­
vices. 

Perched on a wall locker 
is a rusty, crudely-made 
object called .a "Sky Horse." 
This piece, resembling a 
57mm recoilless rifle, i,s an 
a;ntfr.personnel. weapon. It 
is fired by loading its long 
barrel with an explosive 
charge and iron, 01ld bolts, 
nails or ai.iy other metal 
objects which will fit. The 
result ts a king sized scat­
ter gun. 

The rest of the collection 
includes two turtle land 
mines and different types of 
machine gun magazines1. 

& Junkyard ... 
( Continued from page 7) • 

his vast domain as the "Sai­
gon Junkyard " 

A tedious ta.$k is the clas­
sification and separation of 
the various goods that come 
in. Brass, ,steel and alumi­
nium are sorted and store.:! 
in different stockpiles· .. This 
work oomes under the su­
pervision of SFO Keith K. 
Richards and SSgt. Donald 
G. Corp. 

The goods that can:not be 
reused are sold as indivi­
dual items or in bul~ , lots 
through sealed bids · from 
buyers. Each buyer has 
been investigated and clear­
ed to prevent a buyer from 
purchasing goods for t'he 
Viet Oonf~ 1 

I 

, 
ch:ildren clapped and shout­
ed "OK,, OK, OK'' . while 
mother.s1 began sorting and 
fitting 1lhe welcome mount­
ain of clothing. 

Mail THE · OBSERVER Home 

Operati!m Handclasp had 
.scored anOither success m 
th~ J)eO!)le-to-people pro-­
gram, A village of sorrow 
now· had something to smile 
aboiuJt,/ 

mE OBSERVER'S 
PHONE NUMBER: 

60174 

From: 

-·--·-········-·----

----····-··········-··· 

TO : 

Place Stamp 
Here 

(8 cents Airmail) 
(5 cents lit claaa) 




