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Armed 
Saigon (CIB) - A joint 

communique signed Jan. 9 
by top lev~l civilian gov­
ernment officials and Lt. 
Gen. Nguyen K.hanh, repre­
senti!ng the Armed Forces 
of the Republic, restored 
power to the civilian gov­
ernment and brought to an 
end the three-week old gov­
ernment cris:s. 

The move followed three 
weeks of dissention between 

Photo Feature - Pages 4 & 5 

Forces . Return 
the military and the gov­
ernment headed by Pri'me 
Minister Tran Van Huong 
and Ch: ef of State Phan 
Khac Suu · who joined 
Khanh in signing the com­
mun:que. 

Legislat:.ve ' power was 
turned over to the Chief of 
State until a National Con­
vention is formed. 

The communique was 
greeted by a statement from 
the American Mission here 

Power To 
which welcomed the agree­
ment and e:.{pressed the 
hope that the move would 
"pave the way for more 
effective prosec.uti.on of the 
war against the Viet Cong.'' 

Three days prior to the 
release of the communique, 
Amer:can Ambassador Max­
well D. Taylor had made 
public in an interview 
with Newsweek magazine 
the United States' position 
in the crisis. 

Jan. 16, 

* 
1965 I (See Page 6) 

Montagnards 
Government 

Pledge 
Loyalty 

Saigon (CIB) - As burning incense swirled mad!) 
aloft on a steady mountain breeze, some 1700 loudly 
cheering Montagnard militiamen swore allegi~nc 
to the Vietnamese govern- _. __________ _ 

ment Jan. 9. During these- shington, D.0.; Vietnamese 
cond in a series of ceremo- Sub Brigadier General Lan, 
nies held in Darlac Provin- commander of the 23rd Di-
ce, five hundred mountain 
women and children watch­
ed the large group of arm­
ed but unpaid hamlet mili­
tia from villages in Lan 
Thien district about 30 
miles from Ban Me Thuot 
bite rifle muzzle as gestures 
of loyalty, to the Republic. 

The exotic lakeside r-ites 
began w:th t~ifioe of 
a water buffalo to appease 
the spirit gods. The head 
of the animal was placed 
on an ornately decorated 
altar set in the m:ddle of a 
field admfdst the miiling 
throng. The carcass was 
divided among the villa­
gers. 

Amid festive flags and 
fluttering pennants, tribal 
musicians thumped throb­
bing drums and resound­
ing gongs announcing 
the arrival of the pro­
vince chief, Major Vinh 
and American counterpart 
sector advisor, Lieutenant 
Colonel W. N. Bringham. 

Also joining in the color­
ful exercises were U.S. Ar­
my Major General W. R. 
Peers, a visitor from Wa-

vision; Colonel T.O. Mata.­
xis, senior advisor II-Corps; 
Colonel D. A. Kersting; 23rd 
Division advisor; and Co­
lonel P. L. Bogen, chief of 
the Army Concept Team in 
Vietnam. 

After trooping the line of 
massed---XO.ountaineers re­
presenting 47 hamlets and 
8 villages from the sur­

rounding area, the visiting 
dignitaries viewed the alle­
giance ritual by the Rhade 
and Muong tribesmen. 

Three rounds of ceremo­
nial artillery boomed over~ 
head as the chanting pro­
vince chief pledged the 
loyalty of the troops to the 
government and the 1700 
assembled warriors bit the 
mUZZle ends of rifles, sym­
bolic of the oath. 

As the oath-taking ended, 
the Visiting officials were 
invited to participate in the 
rice wine-drinking ceremo­
ny_ Huge earthen jars were 
aligned containing the tra­
ditional native drink for 
communitY: celebrations. 

The mixture is brewed by 
placing a special tree branch 

( Continued on page 4) 

Civilian Government . 
"We have made no de­

mands on the government 
(of South Vietnam) at any 
point... But we have em­
phasized that there -$hould 
be a single g-overnment, 
not a dual government," 
the Ambassador said. 

"If this were not the 
case," he cor1tinued, "it 
would be very difficult for 
the United States to coope'r~ 
ate effectively with Viet­
nam." 

The A;mbassador said 
that there was no "clean 
tidy, immediat';l solution': 
for the problems facing 
Vietnam but added that 
"we ought to carry on and 
never give up because we 
are frustrated or discourag­
ed... The essential thing is 
to get a government which 
is master in its own house 
which can carry out deci~ 
sions, and move tO\'!ard 
real stability." 
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;z;~;!,~!!"Prdb~~: f lf :~: '~~~~ 
torpedoes and shells at the U.S. destroyer (i !W,~ 
Maddox on the high seas in the Gulf of Ton- . ' tw\\:;,1 
kin, Aug. 2, 1964. The , destroyer and U.S .. ~- i · 

aircraft promptiy fired back and drove off the .,; 

PT boats. 
In addition, air units of the 7th Fleet 

,struck at the bases and other facilities in 
North Vietnam which supplied and support• 
ed the attacking boats. 

The next day the President told the nation 

and the world: 
"Aggression-deliberate, willful, and syste. 

matic aggress::on - 11,as unmasked its face to 
the entire world." The world remembers - the 
world must never forget - that 8'.ggression 
unchallenged is aggression unleashed. 

We of the . United .States have not forgot- ' 1 

,.-,1'i6? Tax Time Is Just 

t'{~~~~~;r~d:!~~.~~'~::·~f 
'~--... ~_>_'? ___ t_().~W.,,~~ check in the near future. For personnel 

f %-:W~~~~ :;~v/:it:ie;:~:·J~:::~y-:~Y:~::. should 

L~~ ,(.. . After some calculation, and sometime be-

·~-~-- ~ fore the April 15 deadline, each of us will 

-::::::1: Personnel Section advises that 
~ff •F-::!_~V1040 and• 1040-A income tax returns 

. 
1 

._;; s~J..G ::' are not yet available through either MACV 

or HSAS. A limited supply of these forms 
will be made available in the near future. 

rue an mcome tax return based on the in-
f ormati'on supplied in the "W-2". , 

Part of this yearly ritual is the wailing and 
grumbling that accompanies most of our r~ 
turns. 

ten. That is why we have answered this ag-
gression with actiom 

• • _.,-,.,~ . :·-~:-~. 1'-"•¾ ~~f,{f:JP·-......._ 

But before we get too involved in our 
grumbling, let's take a look at the brighter 
side of the tax picture. 

America's course is not precip;tate. ::?;' . · · r~f Ill 121::: N ~f 11 /-::1~· 
America's course is not without long pro- ,·1,\· ~~ t'I-- c;. • .. 

vocation .. . 
To the south, it (North Vietnam) is eI!lg~ged 

in aggression against the Republic of Viet- ,.. .................................. "" ...... "" .............................................. "-.................. " ................................................. ..,,,_ .............. , ....... ~ .... -, 
nam. ,.. OR ROLL '~ 

To the west, it is engaged in aggression a- . ' HON ' 
• , , , A 

gamst the Kmgdom of Laos. · · 
To the east, i't, has now struck o~t on the DISTINGUISHED FLYING 

CROSS high seas in an act or" aggression against the 
United States of America ... 

To any who may be 'tempted to support 
or to widen the present aggression :i: say this: 

Fu-st Award 
Posthumous 

CWO Lowell I. Farris 

There is no tllrtJa.t to a.n:y pe~_e_ful pow(3:. .,,SOLDIER'S MEDAL 
from the United States of ~erica •. But there · First Award 
can be no peace by aggression and no immu- Posthumous 
nity from reply. That is what ~ meant by S_gt, , Tommie D. Emert 

the actions that we took yesterday." BRONZE STAB 

On August 7, the ,Senate and the House of MEDAL w J,V 

Representatives in a joint resolution suP-: First Award 
ported and approved the measures taken by Posthumous 
the President and added: · Sgt. Tommie D. Emert ~' 

"The United States regards as vital to its 
natio11ai interest and ·to world peace the 
maintenance of internatlonal peace and se-

BRONZE STAR MEDAL 
w/V 

First Award 
curity in Southeast Asia." SFC Joedf. L. Headrick 

over 200 mill~on peopie live in the non- ~~8 ~~:!a!! f·/:f-Sfn'r 
communist countries .SO)-lth of China and east 
of India, a region rich in culture, land, and 
resources - the one part of Asia that is re-

ARMY COMMENDATION 
MEDAL 

latively underpopulated. From it come Asia's First ·. Award w/V 
.. SFC Donald Rittenhouse 

most rmportant food export.s, 70 per cent of 
the world's tin, and .70 per cent of the world's 
natural rubber. 

AIR MEDAL 
First Award 

The Communists of North Vietnam and Col_. R'?bert H. Schulz MaJ. Richard G. Booth 
China are eager to take over this fertile area M"i• Jol~u. w. Chism ' M .. j. Wilham E. Crourh Jr. 
not by the type of open aggression used in Capt. Charles B. Hedrick 

' Capt. William· H. Lo 0 khart 
K.orea, but by attack from within, by covert Capt. Francis L. Maccini 

.. . Capt. Robert L. Merrick 
aggression through guerrilla warfare, and by ,Sgt. Herman Salz 
infiltrating trai~ed men and arms- acr~ss 
national frontiers. COMBAT INFANTRYMAN 

Communist success in Labs and .South Viet-
BADGE 

First Award 
nam would gravely.threaten the freedom and 

. . Posthumous 
independence of the rest of Southeast Asia. 

· . • . Capt. James F. Ray 
rt would confirm the Asian commumst 1st Lt. William T. Reach 

belief that a policy of militancy: pays divi- COMBAT, INFANTRYMAN 
dends, and could undermine the will of free BADGE 
peoples on other continents to defend them-

Third Award 
selves. . Lt. Col. Roy W. Preston 

That is why we stand firm. in , Southeast SFC Jame,s ·M. Wojiechowski 

~a today. And that is . why we are deter- Second Award 
mined to keep free men free in Soqtheast · 

· Lt. Col. Arthnr E. Lomax 
:Asia tomorrow and m . the years ahead. - Maj. Daniel Boatwright 

M, j. Curtis B. Eiilell 
Capt. Millard M. Valerius (DOD). 

MSgt. Lilburn o.,stringfield 
SFC Wil!iarn J, Dunn 
SFC .hck E. H,1ston 
SFC Henry G. Ratliff 
SFC non ,Id G. Fisl:ter 
SFC Daniel H, Zervasky 
SFC Robert W. Ba.ldwiu 
SSgt. William S. Karr 

First Award 
Lt. ol. Dale Denman 
Maj. James L. Scovel 

: Maj. Robert S. Boll 
Capt. Carl F. Freeman 
Capt. Kenneth C. Griffith 
Capt. Charles J. Harrell 
Capt. Carl B. Koon 
Capt. Charles M. Luce Jr. 
Capt. Olin J. Mo.ore 
Capt. Paul R. Reed 
Capt. Leroy N. Suddath Jr. 
Capt. Edward S. Brown 
Capt. Duane G. Cameron . 
Capt, W;:\llace S. Crain 
Capt. Carlton .J. Holland Jr. 
Capt. Robert Lomu Jr. 
Capt. Austin, E. Miller 
Capt. Robert J. Moore 
napt. Hugl1 B. Mulva.ney Jr. 
Capt. Thomas A. O"Rourke Jr. 
Capt. John S. Pavl ,tos 
Capt. Robert C. Reid 
Capt. Nicholas J, Robinson 
Capt. Cole B. Wha.ley Jr. 
Capt. Rob,rt L. Farrington 
Capt. Charles H. D ,yhnff III 
1st Lt. Charles K. Eden 
1st Lt. John G. Evans 
1st Lt. David C. Kiger 
1st Lt. Allan L. Leonard III 
1st Lt. Antonio V. Sm1tdone 
1st Lt. Thomas B. Vaughn 
1st Lt. Elwin J. Ball Jr. 
1st LI. Jerome J. Cornelio 
1st Lt. David L Davi< 
1st Lt. Vernon R. Hull 
1st Lt. Edward E. Krukowski 
1st Lt. James H.M. Malley 
1st Lt. Leon L. Peterson 
1st Lt. Stanley W. Russell 
1st Lt. Gdry J. Teller 
SFC William G. Cam 
SFC Julio Gutierrez 
SFC Al frcd J . M lCias 
Sl<'C Vincent J. Nappa 
SFC Foster Ray 
St<'C C•trtis E. Chancv 
SF<.: Donald M. Tedford 
SS,:t. Arthur L. Parker 
SSgt. Ed ward J. p., .vers 
S~l(t. Normtn .r. Purinton 
SSgt. Kennetl:t D .. Rainwater 
Spo Franklin G. Slusser 
S,ct. Gary A. La Joie 
Sp4 BenJamh J ,ckson 
Sp4 Nattun D. Pumphrey 
S<l4 Billy D •. WillidmS 
Pl'C Ivan L. Moen 
PFC Larry Yancy 
PF1J Ric.bard L. Daylong 
PFC Lawren·ce L. Harris 
PFLl Antb.onv J. Kasalavage 
.PFC Albert J. Mansffold 

MEDICAL BADGE: 

First Award 
1st Lt. Channey P. Brothers 
.SFC Lawrence J. Broussard 
'SFC Cn•rles W. Burbage 
SFC Eur! Cross 
SFC Herman 0omin·guez 
SFC H:irry F. Lambert 
SFC John H. Spearman 
Sp4 Jose A. Burgos-Jimenez 

In the first place, consider tbat the tax 
bite on our earnings was less li:tst, year than 
in previous year.s. Laws' enacted in 1964 cut 
withholding rate at least two percent for 
most of us and those same laws will chop 
another two percent from the rate this year. 

Also consider that a larger part of the. 
tax flow is spent on defense and service-as­
sociated programs. Our tax dollars are being 
spent in large amounts to make our Arm­
ed Forces stronger, more efficient and more 
pleasant. 

Finally, remember that our tax doll.ars 
make possible federal-supported programs to 
provide better roads, schools,""bridges, parks 
and many other things to make th,e Am.er­
ioan way of life the high standard that it 
is today. 

When · April 15 rolls around, keep these 
things .in mind and maybe you'll see that 
there i,s a brighter side to the tax picture • ......, 
(CIB) 

Come To The 

USO 
(119 Nguyen Hue 

Safgon) 

'' Your Home Away 

From Home" 

Facilities Available : 
1i Reading Room 
G Snack Bar 
G Ping Pong 
G Tape Recording 
G M11Sic Room 
G Photo Darkroom 
G Bingo 

The Ohsorvcr, an author"ized week Iv publication, is 
published by the Information Office, M\CV, for U.S. 
Forces in Vietnam and printed by DONG-NAM-A, Saigon. 

The opinions expressed in this publication are , n!)t 
necessarily those of the Defense D:partment or of any of the 
Sttvice departments This paper uses the facilities of Tlio 
Associated Press, Armed Forces Press Service and the news 
services of the Service departments to augment local news. 
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BRANCH. . . . . . Col. T.J. Cunningham Jr. USA 

STAFF 
OFFICER-IN-C!IARG.E . 1st Lt. Warren J .. Field USA 
EDITOR . . . . , . MSgt. Wylie A. Mason Jr. USAF 
RE.PORTER . . . . '•"' Sp4 Terry Shaffer USA 
PHOTOGRAPHER . . Sp5 Maxson., S. Gr~en USA 
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Army 
Fixes 

Recovery 
Dow-ned 

Team Finds, 
Helicopters 

Saigon (MACIO) - In 
thi.s land where the heli­
copter has become familiar 
as the water buffalo, a 
group of U.S. Army: "Mr. 
Fixits" are working to as­
sure · the choppers keep 
flying. 

The officers and men of 
the 56tlb Transportat~on 
Oompany (Direct Support) 
live their motto: "Find 
'em, Fix 'em, Fly 'em." 
The "Find 'em" of their 
motto refers to volunteer 
members of the 56th's re­
covery team, who whirl to 
the scene in huge twin-en­
gined Mohave H-37 helicop­
ters when word of a down­
ed helicopter or aircraft is 
received. 

"We don't want the Viet 
Cong to get any of the wea­
pons or radio equipment," 
explains Capt. John R. 
Stamps, operations officer, 
of Albany, Ore. 

The Mohave, nearly 80 
feet long, looms as a big 
target for Viet, Oong gun­
ners. The recovery team is 
sent into the, crash site on 
UH-lB "Huey" choppers. A 
"Huey' gunship remains over• 
head to intercept any Viet 
Cong interference in the re­
covery operation, while 
the hovering Mohave re­
mains at a safe altitude un­
til riggers have prepared 
the downed bird for pick 
up by the H-37. 

Aff]f:} { :\ 
<. __ ·;:;:: 

On the ground, the re­
covery team works quickly 
to ready the downed craft. 
Everything that can be re­
moved easily is taken. Ra­
dio, seats, batteries and 
weapons alt go. Fuel js 

dratned to ldghten the 
load. The hot humid wea­
ther in Vietnam cuts down 
on the lift capability of he­
licopters; every pound re­
moved helps the recovery 
ship. 

Sp4 Scott J. Drew, a he­
licopter mechanic on the 
team from Fort Bragg, 
N.C., has devised a "Mon­
key Bar" which holds the 
rotor of the downed craft 
in position. 

"If the rotor breaks loose, 
it will spin and cause an 
airfo~l that will rob the re­
covery chopper of its lift. 
The only thing a pilot could 
do then would be drop it. 
We make sure it's tied down 
tight," Drew said. 

After the downed craft is · 
readied a.i:1d the lift cable 

· attached to the main rotor' 
shaft, two team members 
climb on top of the rotor 
head, one armed with a 
grounded probe, the other 
with the lift cable. The 
fir.st man touches the Mo­
have with the probe to re­
lease accumulated 
electricity. 

"If you don't touch 
recovery ship with 

PREPARING FOR LIFT - Sp4 Drew, left, holds 
3tatic electricity probe as Sp4 Hough readies lift cahle 

for hook-up to hovering _H-37r 

probe beforre, you try to 
hook up," said Drew, "the 
static electricity will· knock 
you right off the top." The 
second man slips the lift 
cable over a hook suspend­
ed from the bottom of the 
H-37. 

Once back in the Compa­
ny's repair shops, mecha­
nics, sheet metal workers 
and electrical technicians 
take over. Their task: get 
the aircraft back where 
they belpng - in the air. 
Sometimes they may be da­
maged beyond repa.ir, but 
still the Viet Cong have 
been denied valuable equip­
ment. 

The 56th Transportation 
Company (DS) is command­
ed byi Maj. Paul E. Needles 
of Springfield, Ohio. Mem­
bers of the recovery team 
are SSgt. Oarl E. L. Ham­
merick, of Hayward, Calif.; 
Sp5 Anffrew G. Th~an, of 
Laurel, Md.; Sp4 Patrick 
M. Hough, of Pasadena, 
Calif.; and George E. Bar­
ton, of Ocala, Fla. 

ON THE WAY- A twin-engined Mohave H-37 heli­
copter easily lifts the hulk of a "huey" from the site where 
ii crashed and returns ii to base where pa,ts of it may 
he salvaged. Members ·of the 56th Transpo,tation Com­
pany fly the huge choppers into zones where other copters 
have crashed lo salvage the craft if posihle hut mainly to 
deprive the VC of parts and equipment on the crashed bird. 

\ 

R&R 
Schedule 

January 1965 

All flights have 36 spares. 
Pa~senger check-in at TSN 
05::0-0CO0 for Ho n a Kong' 
0S00-0830 for Bangkok . .,;_ ' 

~ 

HONG :KONG 
Jan. , 17•• 22 

19• 
21 •• 
23• 
25•• 
27• 
29 .. 

24 
26 
23 
30 

Feb. 3 
3 

"' 31• 

BANGKOK 

5 

Jan. 19 25 

• Stop at Danang. f'anang 
per~onnel report 1330 for 
1430 departure. 

•• Stop at Nha Trang. Nha 
Trang personel report 1230 
for 1330 departure. 

MONKEY BAR A-OK - SP4 Scott J, Drew, and 
SP4 Patrick M. Hough, secure the "monkey bar" that 
Drew developed to the rotor and fuselage to keep the 
rotor from spinning while 'copter is being airlifted hack to 

Goodwill Sailor 
Receives Award 
Saigon (CIB) -c U.S. Navy 

Mach nist Mate Philp G. 
Ambrose received the Viet­
namese Army?s Medal of 
Merit for ass:sting in the 
care of wounded at Cong 
Hoa Hospital, Saigon, and 
at the Vietnamese Airborne 
Brigade D'spensary during 
off-duty hours. repair facilities. 
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Montagnard R 

TROOPING THE LINE - U.S.' Army Maj. Gen. W.R. Peers, left, and Darlac 
Proo/nee Chief Vietnamese Maj. Vinh, arrive at Lan Son hamlet r.oith Sub Brig. 
Gen. L-:zn, commancler of the Vietname1e 23rd Div., right, lo participate in Monlagnarcl 

~llegiance ceremonies Jan. 9. 

BUFFALO BUTCHERED - SacrificeJ w:iter buffalo ii butchered by Monlagnard 
tribesman. The carcass r.oas divlclecl among villagers. Loo~lng on ii Army aclvi1or, I it Lt. 

]. B. Gramzor.o of Advisoru Team 33. 

( Continueclf from tJ_age I) 
or bush in the jar. A vola,­
t.ile base is added and the 
jar is filled with water from 
nearby creeks. 

ful from each of the jars gram started I 
through a bent bamboo with the arrival 
straw about four feet long. 
Everybody drinks from the 
same straws. were registered 

To signify friendship fol- let. Through t 
While a village elder lowing the wine jar ameni- there were gov 

squats in the hot .sun recit- ties, each jug-sipper recei- licy lectures, t 
ing an ancient invocation, ves a brass bracelet as visi- entertainment 
each peTson, advancing a ble evidence orf Montagnard teams and si 
chair at a time, in turn t~ust. phants grazed 
draws a generous mouth- The overall two-day pro- fields. 

TRIBAL TRUST - Following rice wine ceremony, 
Maj. Gen. Peers is presented brass bracelet, symbol of 

Montagnard trust. 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE - Armed but unpaid 
Montagnard militia from Buon Mlieng A hamlet sr.oear 
oath lo government by biting rifle muzzles. Tribe1men 
from 47 hamlets participated in the oath-ta~ing ceremonies. 

gent of Ameri 
personnel depa 
lated hamlet ti 

mountain tribe. 
busy emptyi 
jars ang 
slaughtered. 
lo over sma1J 
Others had set 
on tlle long t 
40 kilometers 
mountains for 
protect the hall 
Viet Cong 

MILITIA 
leader listens 
in Darlac', 

oaried un 
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ites Mark Allegiance To Vietnam 
late Jan. •, 

·.va1 of the Mon­
Lan Son ham­

~dual weapons 
h d at the ham­

the next day 
'government po­
, training, and 
.t by drama 

singers as ele­
ed in nearby 

e small contin­
' erican advisory 
teparted the iso­
k by helicopter 
eremonies, the 
tbespeople were 

~ ing the wine 
cooking the 

sacrifical bu:ffa­
all campfires. 
set out earlier 

~ trek home ~ 
ters over the 
' ,for some - to 
I 

hamlets again.st 
I attack. 

OFFICIALS LEAD PRAYER - ProrJince officials 
kneel he/ore the altar leading oath prayer in presence of 
the gods witness. More than 1700 Montagnard tribesmen 

took part in the allegiance ceremonies. 

r+-' 
WINE CEREMONY - Visiting military officials join ric, wine drink.Ing rites. Each 
Person, adrJancing a chair at a time, drink, from ellery jar through a bamboo straw about 
four /eel long. Seated opposite Monlagnard tribesmen are (l.r ): Col. T. C. Mataxis. Maj. Gen. 
W.R: Peers, Sub Brig. Gen. L<Zn, Maj. Vinh, Col. P.L. Bogen and Col. D.A. Kirstlng, 

RITUAL SACRTFICE -
Head of water buffalo sacrific­
ed during riles sits in front 
of altar al Lan Son. The 
animal was slaughtered to 
appease spirit gods as part of 

allegiance ceremonie&. 

~ 

GATHERED FOR RITES 
- Lan Son hamlet field f• 
a sea of /aces as hamlet mil­
itiamen gather to participate 
in the ceremonies rea//irming 

loyalty to the Republic. 

~ 

4 LEADER - Montagnard hamlet militia 
ens to prollince o//icials during ceremonies held 
:'s Lac Thien district . He wears one of the many 
uniforms typical of the Montagnard militia. 

MONTAGNARD MUSIC - Montagnard gong musi­
cians beat an eerie rythm during allegiance ceremonies at 

Lan Son hamlet in Darlac prooince. . 
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Army Recetves 
Award Frcm~ 

Safety Council 
Washington (ANF) - The 

Army received the Annual 
Natlbnal Safety Council 
Award of Honor in recogni­
tion of it.g safety record 
during the past year at a 
ceremony in the Pentagon. 

A.ssi$tant Secretary of th'! 
Army for Research and 
Development Willis H. 
Hawkins, representing Se­
cretary of the Army Ste­
plum Ailes, received the 
plaque on behalf of the Ar­
my from Mr. Howard N. 
Pyle, president of the Na­
tional safety Council. 

This year's aw_ard mark­
ed the 19th time over the 
past 21 years that the Arm!' 
.bas been honored by the 
Council. 

THE OBSERVER 

A Child's Pride 

TOYS , TOYS, TOYS - Vietnamese elementary school 
chilaren at Bien Hoa Airhase, show off presents sent 

to them hy citizens of Santa Barbara, Calif. 

Bien Hoa Pilot Bails Out; 
, Outwits VC Search Party 

Bien Hoa (10) - "It was about 9 a.m. and we were at 100 feet on our practice run. 
Suddenly the whole plane bounced about a foot. They must have been right under­
neath us when they let go." 
1st Lt. Kemp (Buddy) Roe- very thick. I wenti about 2() 

dema., an instructor-pilot feet and stumbled onto a 
with the Viet- maize of Viet Cong tunnels. 

namese Air 
Force's 602nd 
Fighter Squa­
dron at Bien 
Hoa Air Base, 
was recount­
ing the begin­
ning of the 
longest morn- Roedema 
mg of his career. 

Roedema and his Viet­
namese student pilot were 
shot down by Viet Oong 
ground fire while flying a 
training . mission 15 miles 
north of here. 

.. We lost all communica­
tions immediately and 
dense smoke filled the 
cockpit. I tried to pull the 
aircraft up higher so we 
eou!d make it back to the 
base and we managed to 
get the canopy off so we 
cou!d breath" he continued. 

However Lieutenant Ro­
edema co~ld not find the 
source of the fire and the 
smoke became so bad he 
motioned to his Vietnamese 
counterpart to bail out, 
then did · so himself. His 
altitude was about 700 feet 
and :t.e came down in the 
jungle moments - after the 
ehute opened. -The Vietnam­
ese J\ir Force pilot -was no 
where in sight. . 

· , .. The. jµngle· growth:. -was 
at ~least folir feet high and 

Just about then I heard 
noises behind me and dove 
into a draw, slipped behind 
a log and froze. There must 
have been 10 or 12 of $em 
moving in spurts; walk a 
little, .stop and listen, then 
walk some more. They were 
talking in Vietnamese." 
The crew-cut veteran of 130 
combat m1ss1ons related 
how the Viet Cong squad 
finally rushed by his hid­
ing .spot to the burning 
plane, and attempted to 
strip i1, of aeything valu­
able. 

All this was detected by 
ear because any movement 
might) give his position a­
way. 

"It was about 10:30 a.m. 
when the first rescue chop­
pers came in. After awhile 
the first one left, and the 
second was hovering in a 
clearing about 45 yards a­
way. The Viet Cong had 
been silent ever s:nce the 
helicopters arrived. It seem­
ed at one time that they 
were right on top of me," 
stated the 26--year-old offi­
cer. 

"I was really beginning 
to worry, because once the 
last 'copter _left the VO 
would probably swarm all 

_ over ,tqe ' a_rea. I figured L 
. had to take · a chance so I 

pulled out my .45 and ran 
for the 'copter. I fell down 
three 1;i.mes, but made it," 
he said. 

"I can't figure out why 
they didn't fire, except may­
be they were afraid of the 
A-lE fighter-bombers that 
were pa1lroling the area. 
Later that day I wanted to 
take some 'copters back in 
there to search for the 
Vietnamese officer but\ the 
ground fire was so heavy 
rescue craft couldn't get 
through. He hasn't been 
found to this day:," Roede­
ma recounted. 

Lieutenant Roedema's 
squadron is parb of the 34th 
Tactical Group whose mis­
sion is training Vietnam­
ese Air Force pilots in the 
A-lE fighter-bomber. The 
Air Force officer volunteer­
ed for this tour, his second 
in Vietnam. He spent six 
months on temporary duty 
here in 1963 flying 0-123 
cargo aircraft. 

PACAF Hikes 
Announced 

Hawaii (PACAF) - Pro­
motion quotas for the 
grades of staff sergeant, 
AlC and A20 in the Febru­
ary cy.cle were released this 
week for PACAF. 

PACAF will give hikes to 
a , total of 437 AlCs and 
694 A20s, 
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People-To-People 

Californians Send Cheer· 
To VN Through ~Toylift' 

Bien Hoa (IO) - Happiness is a new toy for more than_ 
3000 Vietnamese ·children, thanks to the joint efforts of 
citizens of Santa Barbara, Californ!a, and airmen of the 

U.S. Air Force in Vietnam. here, Colonel Kemb'e, 
"Operation Toylift," a Group Chaplain (Captain) 

joint people-to-people pro- Jim Jones and U.S. airmen 
ject, has proVided toys to assisted Vietnamese autho-­
school children, orphans, rities with the distribution. 
and Montagnard youngsters "This sort of gift with a. 
during the past holiday heart in it can go a long-­
season. way toward helping to bol-

The idea for "Toylift" ster the determination and. 
came from Col. William will to win of the Vietnam­
Kemble, deputy comman- ese people in their struggle· 
der for Materiel of the against the Viet Cong," ex-
34th Tactical Group here. plained Colonel William E. 
After the Colonel relayed Bethea, 34th commander. 
the idea to his brother, a Vietnamese Air Force Ma­
Santa Barbara business- jor Nguyen The Anh, Bien 
man, the project received Hoa base commander, ex­
enthusiastic support from pressed the sincere grati­
the city's mayor and from tude of the people of the­
the public. Republic of Vietnam. "W & 

Toys were collected at who are connected with 
Santa Barbara fire stations, . "Operation Toy lift," will 
gift wrapped by volunteers retain a warm spot in our­
and shipped to Vietnam by hearts for the people of 
the Air Force. Upon arrival Santa Barbara,'' he stated. 
~-~ '...:..._ .. · --·· -----

HAPPINESS IS A NEW TOY- Col. William H. 
Kemhle, deputy commander /or Materiel, 34th Tactical 
Group, Bien Hoa Ai,hase, helps a Vietnamese kinder­
garten 3tudent open her "Operation Toy lift" present. 
Instigated by Col. Kemble, "Operalion Tc yli/t" brought 
thousands of toys to the Vietname ,e child,en here from 

citizens of Santa Barbara, Calif. -----------
Services Held For Two - KIA 
Saigon (CIB) - Memor:al 

services were conducted at 
Tan Son Nhut Chapel Jan. 
12 for Army Oaptain James 
F. Ray and 1st Lieutenant 
William T. Reach. 

Capt. Ray was killed 
Jan. 9 by Viet Cong small 
arms fire wh' le accompany­
ing a Regional Forces pla­
toon patrol about eight 

miles southwest of Saigon 
in support of the Nha Be 
Tank Farm defense. 

Lt. Reach was also killed' 
Jan. 9 wh le accompanying 
an ARVN company under· 
attack by a Viet Cong bat­
talion at Tan Buu village· 
in Long An Province about·, 
10 miles southwest of Sai­
gon. 
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DAMAGED MAIL - MSGT Waller Atkinson, 
NCO/C of Del I, I Ith Air Postal Squadron, Tan Son 
Nhut, examines part of the damage caused by a can of 
paint sent through the mail. The top of the gallon can 
opened during the handling of the mail bag, covering 300 
States-bound letters with green paint. Quick action by 
A PO Personnel in removing the wet paint saved the 
mail and l{ot it on its WalJ to the States within 24 hours. 

Viet Cong Coriall-~_d 
In -._ong An Airlift 

Tan An (Ill Corps IO) - In the pre-dawn darkness 
-of a late December day, 10 U.S. Army helicopters appro­
.:ached the stagmg area.. Below them, jeep lights flashed 
on to mark the small road that served as the landing pad. 

The morning quiet burst 
into a flu.n-y of wind and 

''choppers'' 
to check 

noise as the 
:swooped over 
"the landing 
the:r second 
the radi.Jo 

area. On 
pass, under 

guidance of 
Amer-can adv.'sors, the po­
werful "birds" .sat down. 

"The object~" explained 
Maj. George D. Hardesty 
Jr., Long An sector advi­
sor, "is to drop 38 Popular 
.Force soldiers five miles 

northwest of Thu Thua 
D:str~ct Town in the Viet 
Cong populated Plain of 
Reeds.'.' Major Hardesty 
ind"cated the landing zone 
on the map with his flash­
light. 

"After they are dropped," 
he continued, "they will 
move southeast toward Thu 
Thua forc.'ng any Viet Oong 
in the area into a blocking 
force being formed approxi­
mately two miles out.side of 
town." 

"Dawn was breaking as 
p:lots and crewmen return­
ed to the_·r helicopters and 
the Popular Force soldiers 
began to load. With the 

signal blast of three 106mm 
· -artillery shells, t-he first 

operation in the history 
of the yietnamese m Corps 
involving an air lift of Po­
pular Force personnel was 
underway. 

Two Regi'onal and Popu­
lar · Force companies, one 
from Tan An, the province 
capitol; the other from Thu 
Thua, were in their block­
ing pooition. After the lift, 
two armed hel · copters of 
the 118th Aviation Compa­
ny's "Bandits" remained 
to lend fire support where 
necessary. 

By 8.30 a.m. reports be­
gan arriving at th~ opera­
tion command post. "Four 
Viet Cong killed, two cap­
tured," repeated Major 
Daly H. Stanford, Opera­
tions and Intelligence advi­
sor, Team 86, from a radio 
report. The Viet Cong, who 
almost n : ghtly harass 'lhu 
Thua wi:th small arms fire, 
were-gett'ng a taste of their 
own tactics. 

The two armed 'Huey;s' 

(Continued on page 8) 
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* * * The Roving 
Photographer 

Question: 

What . is your 

for reassign"Jenl 

Vietnam ) 

*. *" 

. Capt. Jphn /.,. 
Shen; Ft. Hood, 
Tex. · '-•~ 

"Ft. Hood·, Texas, 
· You can't get any 

better than Texas I 
It's as clos& 'to 
heaven as yo'!, C1lll 

go]!" 

* * * 

SSGT. Willie Bar-
rett; Greenwood. 
s,c. 

"Ft. McPherson. 
Ga. I enjoy the 
Southern United' 
States, · especially 
the Atlanla area. 

- I've heard that the 
post is very plea­
sant and that the 
housing facilities 
aretgood." 

* * * 

!';!A1C ~ DauitL A., 
Derosett; Old Hick­
ory, Tenn. 

~"Sewart Air Force 
Base, ,.Tenn, 25 
miles from my 

· hoine. I spent four 
J- ears there from 
•59 to '63 and en­
joyed tb.e _assign­
ment very much." 

* -* * 

SGT. Gary A. La 
Joie; Worthinq-
ton, Col. 

"Ft. Carson, Co­
lorado. I spent two · 
years at Carson be­
fore coming to 
Vietnam. T ,e off 
duty activities of 
the area, e -pecial­
ly I the excellent 
hunting and fish­
ing, are what I 
enJoyed the most." 

...• •· 
SP5 Eugene L. 

Sill; New Orleans, 
La. 

"Fl. Benning, Ga. 
I was stalione I at 
ijenning from '62 
to '64 and liked 
the area so mnch 
that my wife and 
I bought . a house 
there. Benning hus 
e v e r y t hi ng we 

.._want.•• 

* * * 

· Sgt.. . Leslie L. l!W'l!il!S'-· 
Wilson; Pensacola, ·· ''· 
Fla. 

'•F:. Stewart, Ga. 
I · like that ' part of 
the country and 
have heard · that , 
dutv there is verv 
good. l'm·married 
and ,have two 
children ari<I the" 
exceller,t . h_ou1ing 
facilities there are 
an imp.ortant con­
sideration. H 
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DRIVER TRAINING - AIRBOAT STYLE 
DrirJer trainees ·of the ARVN 21st Engineer Battalfon 

-, complete ari indoctrination · run in their newly infroducecl. 
airboat. The unique craft are being tested for pos.,ible use 
against the communist insurgents in , the ricefields and 

swamps of Mekong Delta areas. 

~eounlecµacl L?inqo~ 
(This is the first in a series of translations of common 

Vietnamese phrases and expressions. Our pronouncation guide 
may leave something to be desired but should, with a lillle 
luck, get you where you're going.) ' 
Hello! How are you? Chao ong m~nh gioi? 

(Chow om* man joy?) 
Thank you, I am fine. Cam o-n, toi m:,inh gioi. 

(Cam on, toy man joy) 
Where are you going? C6 di dau? 

(Co• de dow) 
I am going to work. Toi di lam. 

~ - ~ -- - ---=- -(Toy de 1am) 
How much is this? · C4i nay bao nhieu? 

(Can I bow knee-you) 
Oh! It is too expensive! Tro-i o-i! m~c qu.al 

(Choi oil mac qua) 'J 
On the right tay m~t. · 

(die mac) 
On the left tay trai. 

_ (die chai) 
Turn around qu~o ll).i. 

(kweo lie) 
Stop ngirng Jai. 

(young lie) 

'(om) Onli(, man; (on) anh, young man; ba, married woman; 
.co, smgle woman; em, young · ··' 

• ""T,--_, 

PURPLE 'HEART- Lt. 81,~;ra D . . R!yn,lds, 1Jrie 
of four N 1•J11 n·,,.es wouricle~ in the B -in~ ex;fo9ion, 
rec~ioes the Parple H !art from Captain 4rchle C. :Ku,iz?, 
commzrili'lg of/ic!r, H~zclq·.urters S1p':,,rt A;t(iJ(ll/, 
Saigon- The aw:irds W!re the first u: S. com~at Jjco._ 

rations presented to women in Vietnam. 

!>-
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News Cont'd ... 
_& Long An Airlift 

( Continued from page 7) 
back from refueling, fl.ew 
<>Ver the plain at 500 feet~ 
The fire team, circling in 
search of a target, could 
hear small arms fire on the 
ground. Vietnamese obser­
verp on each chopper main­
tained contact with ground 
forces. Within minutes the 
•Hu.eye' received a request 
for support. 

The turbo-jet helicopter 
came in low and fast, ma­
chine guns spitting. The 
pilot pulled out in a tight 
right turn and headed up. 
"We've got something," 
yelled one of the door gun• 
ners. Another right tiurn 
for a second pass. No need 
for rockets. Machine gun 
fire had done the job of 
flushing the :Viet Cong 
snipers. 

The slow, dirty job of 
captruring or killing the 
now-routed Viet Cong re­
mained for the black uni­
tormed Popular and Re-

I He had just returned from 
an observation :flight over 
the area. "I could see our 
soldiers searching the 
canals and fields for 'bhese 
weapons. When a Viet Oong 
sees that he is trapped, he 
will often hide his weapon 
and attempt to melt into 
the countryside,'' he added. 

By afternoon, the opera­
tion drew to a close. The 
trap had been sprung. The 
score: seven Viet Cong 
dead, four captured, three 
weapons taken. Friendly 
losses: none. 

Af3 Ma;jor . _ .. Stanford ex­
plained it, "In the coun­
terinsurgency war we are 
fighting here, this opera­
tion can be classified as ex­
tremely successful. More 
than one guerrilla squad 
has been killed or captur­
ed. Many valuable docu­
ments have been taken. 
Furthermore, we have 
plainly shown the effective­
ness of Regional and Popu­
lar Force soldiers in an 
air mobile operation." 

gional Force soldiers. The OUTSTANDING ! 
ring of friendly\ soldiers Hawaii (P ACAF) - Two 
was drawing tighter with Yokota Air Base units 
Ro friendely casualties, and in Japan, the 421st Air 
'the possibility of complete Refueling and 6091st Re­
success grew brighter. connaissanc-e Squadrons; 

Oapt. Clayton J. Mansfield, and the 400th Munitions 
•ivic action advisor, ex- Maintenance Squadronfrom 
JJlai]ned: "On operations Okinawa have been named 
wch as this, we are not to receive the coveted Air 
-only looking for Viet Cong Force Outstanding Unit 
but also their weapons." Award. 

Jln1wtr lo Prtvio111 Pvrzle 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
ACROSS 

,.oetests 
· 6-Slumbei' 
11-Refund 
12-Analyzed 
i4.City in 

Russia 
,s.oin 
17-Symbol for 

ruthenium 
,a.Danish land 

division 
19.Fruit cakes 
~O-Beast of 

burden 
:21-Roman gods 
22-Bristles 
::23-Conspiracy 
~4-Guided 
26-Showers 
,'27-Fewer 
,28-Son of Adam 
-29· Mortification 
31-Join · 
34-Shallow 

vessels 
35-Stupid 
· persons 

(slang) 
·;;)6-Three-toed 

sloth 
37-Goal 

~38,Complain 
39-Shade tree 
'40-Lord (abbr.) 
41-0ld• 

womanish 
-12-Heraldic 

device 
43,Deadly 
...is.sprinter 
"47-Speak in 

slow, 
l•ngthened 
tono 

' '18-Boef animal 

DOWN 

1-Recluse 
2. Encourage 

· 3-Hindu 
cymbal• 

4-Latln 
conjunction 

:ii - Lawmaking 
bodies 

~-Malice 
·1.Girl 
~- Before 

9-Plural endln11 
10.tndividual 
11· Highways 
13-Cleans away 

powdery dirt 
1G-Toward the 

mouth 
111-Brief 
20-Place in lino 
22.Appears 
23-Aches 
25•African 

antelope 
26-Hindu queen 
28-Pennies 

(colloq.) 
29- Recess from 

work 
30-Passed along 

by hand 
31-Spiral 
32-Announcer 
33.0evice for 

measurin11 
minutes 

~I 2 J 

ll 

14 

18 ~ 
21 ~ 22 

24 25 

~ ~1 27 

29 JO 

34 

37 
. ~ 

40 ~ 41 

43 44 

4 
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35. Instruct 
38-Eat away 
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42-Number 

s 
~f, 

7 

~ 12 

; VE ■ s-r .:i ')/ 

:. e ■ RE : I'-' S 
E ■ 'v\ A R..:-
TR. EMB c. IE D 
TA RO ■ E IL : 
ow E ,s ■ SIAM 

44-lnitials of 
26th 
President 

46-Guido's low 
note 

8 9 10 §s 
13 

®15 16 ~ 
17 

19 ~ 20 

~ 23 

~ 
26 

~ 28 .~ c,:-;; 

&:: ~ 
~ 31 32 33 

~ 
35 ~ 36 

38 ~ 39 

~ 42 

~~ 
45 46 

~~ 48 ~ ~~~. 
i>1str, b1 United feature Syndicate, Inc, ·Jf 

THE OBSERVER 

Distaff Magazine 
Describes Life 

In Saigon 
Saigon (MACOI) - U.S. · 

Lad:Y, a popular service fa­
mily, magazine, • describ~s 
life among American fami­
lies in Saigon in the Ja­
nuary/ issue. ' 

What it is li:ke to live 
with a war on your door­
step is told: by Else Baker• 
wife of Colonel Basil L. Ba­
ker, Military Ass.istance 
Command Information Offi­
cer. 

She say:s "the ugly little 
war'• is not the onl:y trou­
ble that plagues the coun-' 
try. Dissatisfaction witih 
the central government r~ 
sults in rioting and street 
demonstraUions that some­
ti,mes are violent, but are 
usually of short duration. 

Mrs. Baker writes about 
the daily life of 2000 Amer­
ican women and children 
living in the uneasy capi­
tal of South Vietnam. 

Oopies of the journal will 
be ava:lable at the Naval 
Exchange facilities, Saigon, 
in the future. 

VA Answers 
Questions 

Q. - When will education­
al and training be­
nefits expire for vete­
rans of the Korean 
war? 

A. - The educational pro­
gram for Korean ve­
terans will expire on 
Jan. 31, . 1965. The 
educational program 
for World war II ve­
terans has already 
expired. 

Q. _ MY husband's World 
war II insurance is 
more of a burden on 
our very limited fi­
nances. Will thil3 ever 
be paid up? 

A. Some types of 
insurance contracts 
are pa.rd up after 20 
or 30 years. If you 
cannot tell from read­
ing the policy, you 
may write to the offi­
ce to which yiou pay 
your premiums. 

Q. - In tbe case of a ser­
Viceman' s death wh'Ie 
he is on active duty, 
what are the limits of 
the Death Gratuity? 

A. - The benefit is a sum 
equal to six months 
pav of the deceased. 
However, it shall not 
be less than $800, nor 
more than $3,000. 
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I Vietnam By Camera ... 

Vietnamese artists create intricate design, with &imple 
tools and materials. Working on a Saigon ,treet, a painter 
magically transforms a common haloon lo a Work of art 

/or admiring youngster&. 

Holidays In Vietnam 
New Year's Day ..• 
Buddha's Illumination • 
Lunar New Year .•. 
Anniversary of Dong Da victory (Quang Trung 

Day) •...•••.••.•••. 
Trung Sisters Day (VN Women's Day) .• 
Hung Vuong Day • • . • 
Labor Day ......•. 
Buddha's Birthday. . • • 
Ascension Day. . . • . • 
Anniversary of Vietnam's partition 
Wandering Souls Day •. 
Assumption . . • • • . • . . . • . 
Nguyen Du anniversary • • . . • . 
Mid-Autumn Festival (Children's Day) 
Tran Hung Dao Day. . . 
Le Loi Day ..•..••.....• 
Confucius anniversary • . • • • • . • 
Anniversary of Nov. I Revolution (National Day 

and Armed Forces Day). . • • • • • • •• 
War Dead Memorial Day • •· 
Christmas •.•..••••.•..•.•..• 

Jan. I 
Jan. 10 
Feb. 1-4 

Feb. 6 
March 8 
April 11 
May I 
May 15 
May 27 
July 20 
Aug. II 
Aug. 15 
Sept. 5 
Sept. 10 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 17 
Sept. 28 

Nov. I 
Nov. 2 
Dec. 25 
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