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Iam, thareforf:, patting out a Taguiramant on all Amasaricans
to whom it applies to give me information ahout this, which I bope may
1 ) k)

stimulate them to start doi ng
. getting the shizld we csed agains
. able to get ts work oa this sort o

| _ S expect that the new U 5. Team C"nar. in Long An, Sa.m
o v‘hlson, w111 try to get it t ried there,

, Certam.ly, the snellmcr of Sawon o2 November 1 indi ca.tes
o to me that even ia greater Saigon the "-pqulsue amount of police work
[ has not been done. I just don't think i it would be possible for mea

o with recoilless rifles or mortars to shell F Sireet in Waskington or

== ... Beacen Strest in Boston, ' '

I hope t’iaf the new reorganization of rex o..t.t*onary d-‘*velop-
men and pacilication will rapidly lezd to this. But 2s of today, I believs
what little fine tooth comb work there has bsen, has been spasmondic
and gnite incidantal, Tha Teason may ba that such waork is neither
ical of American city police,

n

i e ... TRE Viet Cong terrorist attacks continued thiz wesk to take -
. aheavy tol! of Vietnamese lives and property. Typical terrorist actions
‘ reported to me includad the followin ng: e

_ On November 8 in Chau Doc province, a 53-ysar-old woman
was tortu*‘ed and shot to dzath by tha Vi '

4 note pinned to her body declared th
the Gc;vﬂ*-vme'xt of Vietnam,
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. The nu.mbev- of retL.rqe s for the aeric& November 3-9 was
_ ':ao, cout..numg the upward trend we have ncted for the pzst five weeks. The
-.daily average for the past six weeks was 52. 6, which compares with 31.6 .
'during the low we experieaced in Saotamae However, there wers higher daily .
- averages in .l:e'b'-ua.y and March, 74.4 and 656.7 respectively. Total ’
“returpees for 1966 as oF \ovembe. 9 was 15,787. Thke total for all of 1965
was 11 124, B :

'E. Vietnamsse Killed o N :

: '~ During tpe weakending November 12, the Viet Cong killed

| _ 32 Vietnamese civilians, wounded 108, and k dn;.ppecl 144, The dead iazluded |
| D ' a harnlet chief, four policemen, two revolutionary develeprment cadre, and ona |
Chieu Hoi reiurnea. These figures can be comperad with last week's 3o ;
| killed, 107 wounded, and 98 T'1d'~a'3'>=c1, - :

Herewith three items about Pritne Ministar Ky

: A. During ths weekand beforas electicns & went to Dalat an
stayed out of sight where he could nor bump into anybocy so that there would
be no incidents which would get into the American papers b fore our elections;
_ B, After turning ina good performance in a speechard
guestion and answer session with the Psoplss Army Council, he actually
askzd rme how I thovght he kad done, and seemead geriui.::elv,r plzased whan I
tcld him he had done well; ' :
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51 nce the Man..la Comnrﬂnc . Prima Minister Ky aas
been facing the following: a squabbls invelving some Ministars which
threatened to stix reglonal antagonisms; cppositioa within the =~ -
\..onstll.uent Assembly to decree 21 which permits the goverament to |
‘make changes in the draft Constitution; by the old problem of corruption, |
ind by an upswing o_F pi-ices.

; ,’50\‘1") - Reaw.onal prejuds.ces are a co-zstant and w111 b for ma.ny

‘ yeau.s. Ky has momentarily damped the issua down. Hs has contiaued
‘his round of talks with all factions. As he put it when he appeared
' before tha Pzdples Army Congress on November 11, he talked so much
%m:t his -.bro:u w2s scre, Atthe Congress, he mads an emotional -
- appeal IO"‘ unity and stated repeatedly that his regime does not and + .4111
not counténance regional discrimination. He pledzed his dstermination
to work l.o»;a.rd a democratic society, and denied thzt kis govnrnfnent -
‘iz moving towards a ''police state." ' ' o ' T T

Bttt e o T P LLITE JT TV TS WU

] . He spoke without notes and with such obvious sincerity
( D ‘that he evoked 2 warm response, Follswing his presentation, he

- ranswered questions for over an hour. Some of the questions were

' Tough, and some delegates lectured him. He handled them with

' considerable skill, cdisarming his questioners by apgecling for their
‘help and by dzaling with them both as eguals and as comrzdes in the -
struggle to build a better Vietnam, At ths same time, he gzve an . |
impression of forcefulness and devotion to his ideals, He is growing '
into 2 much more competent political opsrator, though still erratic,
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The upshot of the Ministers! squnbble is that t"l ze of the _ .
‘dissidents will stzy on in the government, including Deputy Prime RO
‘Minister Vien, Minister of Labor Hungz, and Minister of Corvnu'nc;-tlona
‘Thuzn, The Ministers of Youth Socizl Welfare, 2rd Education will
leave the Cabinat, '
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. The issue of Decree 21 remains a Do"enur.al source of t"ou.bTa
,.-betwenn the- Govermnen* and the Constitusnt AssemHly A committea cf 12
" has beesn selectad to discuss the problem with the Gove rament, hopeEL.lly- _
13 -to work cut a mutually agreeable compromise. The deputy who led the attack
-on the Decree in the Ass exnbly, Dr. Phan Quang Dan, says he believes a
o comp:.om:.se wi 1 be found. IR
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" The Assembly has fira 11 be

: gun worx on drafting the
Constitution. The drailing subcommiztas
i

3 aire o ‘w'OI'nln" o
"basic principles) and the People’s As; ratz.on:. Commltuee has pu'::hc:ly
asked ths people to send in their idzas cn what should ? oe in the . .
1 Constitution, .- This latter commititze will also be touring the countr-,r -
_to take testimony.. (This is an idea which we have been quietly urging
“ever since I came here in August 1963.}) The Assembly will probably
begin debate on the ''basic principles! sarly next month if not before.

H. Econormic

_ - Last week the Saigon Retail Price Index stood at 225, This
- week it is 222, but this is 13 percent zbove that of a month ago.' ' These
prices increases reflect transportation difficulties in the wake of the
Delta floods. They were also influernced by 2 shortage of vork and by
the November 7 announcerment of an increase in the S=1gon prlce for

U.5. rlc-...
i ‘ - . '
<“ ' ‘ Hoarding by merchants in anticipation of u.‘r"- TET and B
e Christmas nohdays has already started.” JUSPAO reports that in the

Fourth Corps the Viet Cong are using the theme that the expected
arrivel of U.5. trocps mlT drive priczs up, and the peoplz are inclined

to believe them. - T : .

Prices of imported comm~sdities held ralatively steady this
wezk, but dollars stand at 175, up frem 171 last week -~ and increase
evidently due la*galy to rumors of further deva ;uatlon.

T‘bé Nationaﬂ Barnk has lowar e-.d the price of cold from
VIN$9, 700 per tael to VN$9, 000 in ordsr to build confidence in the _

- .. piaster and dispel the rumors of anothz dﬂ_ valuation. This is the third -
time since dev:ﬂ vation that the price of gold has bezn lowered., The
market pricz of gold resnonded by faliing from VN511, 9000 o VI\l$10 200 -
‘per tael. . SR
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Cove,. nor Hznh of the Natiznal

5150 million in J:or- an euipan

scember, These funds will be 235

uipment and raw materials in or

pabilities, The Governor also anncun

([,‘ . “ipvestmeni, bul gave no specificz, H
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