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.:;'O'R. THE: P:ESW:!:.'.JT FRO~l :-JALT Rosrow HERE';;lTH nICK H£L;~S 
RESPQ,')JS Tn YOUR REQUEST FOR Ml OBJE:::TIVE ;::VALUATION 
O? VC LOSS DATA 

A b'E£K AGO YGU ASJ(2C :11: FOR A P.~?Eii DESCHIBlm THE 
;-:!ZTHODS USED TO COMPILE CASUPl,TY FIGURES IN TH~ 0AR 
Vl SOUTH VIETN,;r1 .. ALTHOUGH THEn:!. IHIS A RATHER FULL DISr:;USSIO;i~ 
or reHS ?i'lJELE~1 ;~T BR£MrAsr YESTERDAY, ! THOUGHT YO;) IJOULD STILL 
LI!(S TO H,WS THIS P{\?£R SINCE IT IS l'lOR2 DETAILED P,;';!) ~ 
SINCE AI THE END IT DOES IDE~JrIFY CERrAI~ GF THE PRQELE~S 
IN TH::: Pl)3LIC REUITIONS fELD. 

H!CHtiRD HiL:'jS 
DIRECTG;~ 

<JUSJ:::cr-: THE: \l~.LIOlrY A~·~) SIGNIFICAt-:C2 OF VIET GONG LOSS DATA 

!. A~ASSSSS~ENT OF THE VALIDITY OF THE VIET COI~ 
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';-:1.0, F~G.U~Z5 ENIp.ItS T~Q DISTINCT PEQGLE:'!5: TH~ L~GCUr~{\cy 
O~ i~= KIA 7IGUnSS TH2~5[LVES AND TH~ RElZVA~CE O~ Tl~~SZ 
FIGU2ZS TO IHE VIET GONG-S MANPOV~~ POTE~~TIAL. SI~}PLY 
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"~'f""Tr;-:--, T',.!:;' (,ur;-~'rr-,-,,!,,~s ~l~~/ :"l~!C-I' q'(:;' r""\S'·i;'~:")I."7' I\:~,r; .. (~) 
<.1 ... :-: ...... ;...J, _,,_ .>t ~~ ...... 1l..!-"""'~ "i • .L ~J ..... -' ~ ........... I;j~ .......... ~ .... .!.J n'\~"'. ,-! 

It?=: '.~;~ }{ILLI:·;G Tli~ NU1·l3E~\ 07 ENE:~lY ?-=~SO~J~-;EL L;~?aE~S£c 
Ui T~i.:: J??ICIAL :'(IA FIGURES) t!f.J7) ([}) DO THE KIA FIG!ji1ES 
~£Pl~Z3~~~T LOSSZS In SO~~UNIsr JlAI~ FO~C~ A~D LOCAL 
~·U::C~ LL'jITS ~J~<l..Y, Qj? l\;.t~ THEY {\ CJI'jGLO:1E:;{ATE. OF :'1ILITp.;~Y1 
I~t;~~~:~!.~Lr"'j?:t 1~:';0 C.{lJILl:\;J C,qSUALTISS. 

~ .t~l·£f[:,\L ~'-::i?Cl:-~T~-; {\,;~:~ >L'\DE BY lHf~ T;~GIIC~L IJ~JIT3-- ?L;~"i:JUi'~:; 
:.;:?.i CC,':?~l'-.}I':~:3 -- ~)If{~~::;ILY E~~S~"-.·.:J~C}~ U::~~;:~I~LY T~{~~~:: ~-r::;-'·', ,~.: __ ; 
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·::L·iGI':~:SL!,;:-;'::-~S OF Trfi ACfI;J:-l. Z~:GAC;E:1ENT~ !d FLAT& OPZ\"J c,::·:.' :i~:! :C: ',i;,re:! f?12:~DL Y UNITS CO;')BaL' TliE: E.U!LEi"ISLD ~',:-~'r~;: r~i:: ,~~::;TIC:'~ Pi~UJUCE t;ORZ ;\CCl:?.4T£ AND CO:1PLET?: ; ... ::;;!\fS T~~:~;j T:--iJSZ I ,\1 JtH~GLr: A:'~Er~S 0:1 UN;)ER CO:NDITI!JNS , .. :r::::~ T!12 ::;L~:1Y }-L~S AN O?PO;-=fIU~~ITY TO R:::~qJVE .lIIS -DEAD F.;,oJ:; I;,:: 2ArILC:fElD OR jjHE22 BODIES :lAY SUPLY tJ::JT 
'.IE :5E2~j 5¥ FaENDLY TROOPS. G.i:NER;1.LLY. BODIES OF" YOUNG C:!IL).;E~J~ Ui'-iAR;'1£;) ~';0t12N •. ,,)j[) (,LD ~EN AHE NOT !NCLUDffi 
AS KIA"S BUT ALL eODIES 07 :EN 01 ~iILrTArt'{ AGE ARE COUNTED CJc~cl I?" ("E:';?O,·-jS A?E NOT FOUND !HTH THEr.~ IN THIS CC:V~JECnON; IT $,lCULD 3E Narzn THAI \fIET COrlG IRREGULAR TROOPS -- AND JFT2N R2GIJLAHS AS 1;iELL -- DO NOT CARRY PAPERS WHICH WOULD PE::L''\!T AUIi;;;::H rCATION OF THEIR S1 ~TUS. rURTHEHI10RE,. IN " ".~jy SWG1.S ACTION THE IJC MAY USE: A ilIX OF MAD) ;HiD LOCAL F0?-lCS TROOPS (REGULARS), ?ORTE.RS OR OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE·' SE,,{VICE ELEt1E:nS. LOCAL GUERRILLAS MID ,.SOMETINES? ELE~ENrS 0;;- LOCAL IRREGULAR FORCES a.G ... SELF-DEFENSE PEHSONNE1.) ,,'.­T!-lUS EVEN AN ACCURATE COUNT OF' BODIES DOES NOT PROVIDE<'. ':-.-
~~~io~:SS FIGlJHESFOR £ACHU~~IT PARTIC-5~1TING-I.IJ~~I~~N.-.i-~?_. 

.. •... ..,; .' 

.~~ -.. 3. r:-nrrAL KIA (BODY COUNT) REP031TS ARE REVIE'WD " . ~.ND CO;:SGLlDArm AT HIGHER EVELS -- BATTALIO~. EHIGAJE-, TA.SK FGi-1C£ O.f? Ol'/ISlOi-J -- AND C~OSS - CHECXED TO PRECLUDE DIJ?LICP,TE REP0Rrn;G OF «INS BY ADJOINH:S UNITS. IN SOi'~E CASr:S THE INITIAL REPORTS Nlt'f BZ SU?PLE~'lENT£D· ~JITH .. COUHTS . DZiiI!JZD FROit1. LO~-LEVEL"'-AERIAL SURVEIlLri~jC2 at THE BATTLEFIELD. "'~r"STO>J!\l 1.Y ,," 'SrI~'!;l':;- 0"' ,\,,<,IT t--"','l '-7"5 \'OV ;:>'" 
U-.. i.J.-: _ .,....... i' n·1 -.4 ..... "..... ~ ,Ju ..... _ v~ H~ 1\_.... ~lr:-t' 1"; ..... . ;~08::8 TO THE O?,SE;;:VED cou~r BY GRCJl;:,!D C)~1?'~A~}:JE~~S IN CI;{CU~'f­S1 tlivGZS YHE;iS P;-iYSICAL SEARCH DF THE S;-'\TTLEF' I~LD IS :-'IO-T -.- ._-., - L')' ~I'~" -wIS -~ -A~"l"J-- ~J""\J-' iJ-JLTny •. ,,, -~ 
,i'l.:..{l:">J.L!l..al':"; n l tIS";;:r.)' 1 .. ~ 1~ ~I.J~_.~::'L L: ,'t',i./-11. i) J ~ ~..., Hi'liJ l~ 'r;i'~J~;~);-iT TO OCGUR LESS F~L8UENTLY TH.4~'.j 1;-·1 rH2 PAST. 

~i~ I(~ G£;;~ER~lL, THE CC~MAi\(D ?CLICiZS AND P~10CEUUK2S 
QU'fLIN~D ABOVE TEND TO P~ODUCZ A CONSZ~VATIVE CJU~T 01 t::~~:~'lY Kr~~· S • r.LTHOUGH 50;1£ ~~ON-CJ~13AT.~NTS '?;fl_Y g3:. E::t~O;'JSCUSL Y INCLUDED IN EHG~GE~j1ENT S OCCUHP. I~;G' La iENSE:LY POP1JL~ED A;r::,~S~ THIS ;'J,W B1': YJOi{[ TH)'l,N OFfSET BY £XCLUSIO~>J OF FIGURES ON BODIES ~£~10V2W 7RQ?! THE B.t;TTLZ-FI2LJ U~;O.E.H CQV'::R {)F NIGHt OR JUNGLE. ~O;':EOVE:F:1 THE: POSSlSLY I'~Hn:~'~~NT I~JFLATID~Aj1Y EF'FECTS OF IJEVELOP1:'~G A V!\.LID COUNT UNDER rH~ PRE:5Sl)RE 01 BATTLZ ARE COU~jI£?BALA:JCED BY THE UNCOUNT2D -- AN/) UNESTI:1ATED -- l'~U:~BERS OF' E~£~lY Tf?O~P . .s KILL2D BY I}{:: HU;~!JREDS OF DAILY AIR ANJ A .. 1TILLz'ar STRI:<::S ~:Jj-{OS;:' :1ZSULTS A2S NaT DBSE:=?VC:D Bur ~jHICH AL;-::Osr CZRTf\It'JLY INFLICT SIG~~171Cf1NT L;JSSES ON THE ENE:-}'!"" 

5(0 GI~JEN TH2SZ I~i?LATIONAr?Y f~ND 0~tLArIOi'lp.l1Y ?~ESSU~~S:i eN 3:"\L;J,:H';£, ';(c: :J~LIEV.s THZ OF?ICIE1L l(I!\ FIGU:?ES 8E:rLt:GT IHZ G E~.J2Rl\L O;-tD£i1 Of M.4GfJITlJJ£ 'JF VI sr COl~G C;,~PlBAT L;"lSS£S ~ 1 If-! 1) :~/O:0?'ST C~:J:"jS::;tV:{Trv£ BlASe. ATTE~lPT5 TO VAL!DATE THE: t!GC~~~,";CY J: ~,:r~ r-IGtf:i~S ;.~O~ SPECIFIC S~~G;:v')E~'j2~lTS SY EXl\~'!I~·.JI!~3 0- ':)'--- r-.orlt'1"~\·'--"--' '~"'V'''' - .... r.\J I,.···J~J ..... f '1'--'-"'" +\J' €-..,')1.p~ -i\., ..... - ... ··r~c· C!\; ! L~:\':!'lJ )..I' ..... :..:,'.2..!Jl.:, /o-~Tj 1:... LL:';':"it ~jL.' ~·1lj ........... ~.lV':',. l.~ "~;'!.J~·L·~ J.l;::'~lt-h"'''(',,,}'J 'j·/-iZS.::: CO:ti~12;rr3 ;I.,~VZ S~-{:)~'N TH.Z 0!'?IGlf1L GGU~·~T T;) H,q'T!: D:~!~~~ I· ... ': ..... .1'-\ '(~.l ,!':';~;-G"_" 'r'i, )'14 -;-r("f'l'~::-:'-- :J~:J--:: ~X':'I'-:(~";'-')~-J--;-D 1 1./;;-
'.-,)1':1 { .. f. ___ ... ~,! -vLf~l_,\.;J 11,_ \ ••• J.'--.1.:\.~,J _!-~:~_ .... .--.\~,'_·~.\r, __ ~ .J_. EVID:'::iC:: 1.:::; TJJ Fl(A,.3.'!SNrA.~Y Ii] ~·j:-1iJLLY CQ~·i(lr~;': OF( 
~.l:'L)LLY ~)1.SC:HEDCi' THe: SYS7;i:;'~ .. THU;~J /\SSU~~r;~G ~EL{.;rIVE l-:.;:,,~-<ST"·::·i~T'-

-.': .. :; -~. 

-.. ":; '. 

.L': 1;1~: r:Z?·J~~T!~I.iG ?;:-;0SS?::'~U:':~~S~ ~-r2 =J~':Li~~V:: TiL:;: :C':,·~ FI'.~L:{ COpy LB.! LJRf:,\J.!Y \::<:~ r::YiH ,'.:; UJ~7:.rL 1~·IDIC.i·i'f~·>\, OF T?\'::~·.ID3 1:': TE;~ 
~':'~:L?\'rI'1:: r~rr~~lSIry OF CQ:'L~5P:T) /':;;')G t\ (;~~;'j.::q;~LLY cn>J~.~::~·"/.\(~: .. ::.:> D~.~:~ ~:'.: - G? - ;L~'_1~; 1. T !_;'~~ ~ !;~~ ,;"I...!\ .-;), T n~: :') i7 if r- '.-~~ c·,·;·... .-,', ..... ,.' 
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LG:3S2.S. THZSZ? fL-r.>![V~;~t Pt';'.: Gt'?OSS 0;1 ti.3:3?,wA:rZ LJSSZS, 
.:~J? 'L(}SSE3 POSITIV~LY nSSlG~A3LZ TO SPECIFIC E:·lE~Y FO~CE 
CJ:·li·IJ~J'::::·'!TS .. fftQ:1 jjO~'( COU;··~T {;LJ:l£ ~;;E CA~';~;OT BE CERTi\ Ir·! 
0;:' THS L-JSSES r~)CU~-lH~ BY ~L~Id f-\NJ LDC.~L FORCES, AD>1I~JrST~AIIV£ 
C;~:~\'IC~ CO:i;"~/JNS~'JT$ (INCLUDlt-';'3 ?J:-~TE:HS) '1 G!JERrLL~S OY: "(iTHZR 
'!~:':"')':(" ~'" ..... !,) ·.~1 r;-""~'\\-j S v:'10, I',-j Su,,,,~-::- G· .... ~:.s ""1,i':>' 0" L~·SS _T·,\p"j'.iC:~,'·'T _ .• ,'._JL-'~'~ ........ __ ....... 14 • '} 1 -'- n.., ....... ' .. v'L_· I. _ ..... __ ~ 

!:YST M~iJc.:RS .. 

~ 6. NlJ:1:r2~S DF EC)EY.Y t10lJNDW ABZ ?A.=tELY K~;o~;}N OR RE?DHTED. 
NO ATTt~?r !S'~ADE BY COMUSMACV TO CALCULATE FIGU~ES . 
FOR :;:~E:'lY ',iftttJo'lDED ON A CDNTINUING BASIS CO;'iPAR!l3LE TO THE 
PROC£DURZS USED FOH nr:TZr:i'II:HNGKIA'S. RATIOS OF THE NUMBER OF WOUNDED 
TO KL'\'S HAVE BEE:N DSVELOPED. HO';iEVER~ FOR USE IN ANALYZlli.G 

. TH£ - V lET· CO ";G· ~lANPD\>i£R srrUATIDN; .. '-'1-H£SB-?'AT IO:FWEP.? .. DEH IVE[}_'~.:cc~~-- - -
?ROt'! AN ANALYSIS 3Y CQMUS?1AC\J OF CA?TUi1ED DOCU:1ENTS ~H!CH 
R:;:V~ALED THAT~ DURING t966~ FOR EVERY !ZO ENEMY TROOPS XILLED, 
150 ARE lNOUNDED; OF' THESE~ 35 SU3SQljENTLY DIE OR 1\0'1£ ' ... 
PER;1ANENTL Y DISABLED,. WHILE THE OTHERS PRESU:1AELY RETURN TO 

. DUTY. THE VALIDITY OF" THIS METHODOLOGY, ';iHlCH \;lAS BASED ON 
F'R;l,G:1ENTARY EVIDENCE, IS QUESirONMlLE ON TH£ m~OU~IDST:1AT 
T:~;:: PATTERN OF CASUALTIES I~ 1967 aAY DlrFD C1A:":KEDLY FRO,,) 
rHAT IN 1955 BECAUSE OF CHANGES IN THZ NAIUR:£ OF CC~BAT. tJHILE 
THZSE: RATIOS .c;aE NOT UNREASONABLE, tiE ~ECO;~~1~~'!D C.i.\UT!CN 
I~l USInG THt:~l} TJ COMPutE i,\3S0LUIS VIET G~~~G tl;AN?D:ifE:~ LOSSES. 

7~ CU~-<~ENT ?~OCEDeF:::S FO? ·JETER:~1I.~)I>:'G V1::r CO~;;J LOSSES TH20U'JH 
CA?TU~2 DIFFER ~A~NEDLY F2Gj T;{OSE USED FJR ElrH~2 KIA·S U~ 
~-l:JU.'.:DED .. ?I~ISQNER DtiTfI. IS t·~crj ci~SED SOLELY O;c1 1HZ i~GT!J!~L I~-~­
V£NTOay OF PROC::SS~J ~~iILIT:~H~Y PHISO:~~;'13 H~LD !~.; C.A~·jPS.-
-,nr"IOll-' '{ p"'r,·')"<;-O r ,7A , .. ,- -'''''--~ {'\,' ·r'·'- '"1'",,--. 0" I:""-"Y l.\:!--l r .,::JL 'J i\_::'\ 11._.\ _l;f"d., "~;'.,::i bn.:)t...!J •• n l , d.:' .'~-::;tJ~;"{ r .:..k· .. .:..'i 

TJQO?S R£PORTSDLY "CA?IUREJ~ IN BATTL~, Bur EV2~TS ?~OVEJ THIS 
TJ BE: QUITE U~5r-,TIS? .. ~CTO~Y BEC_~USE. SUCH REPGBTS CFr£~~ r~:CLUJED t'\ 
LARGZ PRO~ORrIJN OF ~SUS?ECT5" YHO SUB5~QUS~TLY ?ROVED TO SZ 
IN~lOCENI aYSTANDERS~ OU1 ONLY ~AJOR DI~FICULTY ~~ITH T}1£ 
CURRENT sYSrE~ IS. THE TI~S LAG -- SO~1~TI1ES UP to ~ YEAR-­
B~T:JEEN THE: CAPTURE OP T:-LS p:trSO~jEii .C!j'HJ HIS L'LTIr'lrlT~ .1lRPIVAL, 
A?TE~ ?~QG::SSI~;G, :W PI ?;(ISJIJ CAil? LilS Tn;;: LAG ,':EM1S LiE: );Hl~ 
A:~E i-lEttER CURRE:·rTLY C:J:;lPLSTS~ Ai,ID PAST fIGG~Z5 Art:: GONST~;JTL'( 
B~I~G AJJUSTED AND UPDAT2J TO RELFECT DELAYZD CHA~;GES I~ 
THE: I:'-PJ2:_;TQ~Y, ?iLlSGn~R D.!:\TA A~::: THUS I;\1:1£~~L~JTL; CJ~L3~.lVATti)Z, 
f':~·l1) ALTHOUGX TH::Y cp,n DZ USZD ~~!lTH CJ~~rI!j~ncz IN s~·J)_J t:~.~~'l­
?D"dt:a C~LCuLATrO?lS7 'iH~Y SHOULJ H;)I Bi 'JI~~EJ 1\5 P:::7!...ECTI~-~G 
C:.!~:=?;=:~T Tr?Zi'J;;S I~·J £~J~:1:y ~·10R;':"'E, 1Rl::=t-JDLY FD:::C2 EF:ZC;TIV::=~JESS, 
Or? i,:'JEN C:J.":S MT Ini~.sI\~S ITY ~ 

f~,~ ,C.LT~DU3:·{ THE: i\iIL!TA[~Y C}-iIEU HOI D::':.::CTIJN :JAT;t P;'(OVI{):: 
.'1, R ~;>\50:-1 ;l~·L Y ;\GC U;:;?T E iL~:::';'L:=CT IO:i I:;;;' 0F.S~~T 18:--: f:;;J·:·i T ~'fS 
:.:::-~~-.~-)Y., T:i?Y :lij:3T ~~:::- u:..;:~; ~:~ITh G.·:.UTrO;j·- I:.\ \1I-";-:T [:-~:!~:G ~'~);·;e~·}~,'~,_:·~~ 
C.:·:LCU~~.'\~!~IO:j:)", CU"~;~£I'{r :=::~P~)_:';fI,"JG :~r:.i"H0CS ]J ~'i.JJ .0I:~-;·~·:,;·::'l\q·l;~rL: 

;~:;f:~U,:~;T~LY E~ZTT~'Z?=~i ~l~.::l.E;~S 0F' I::.~~;::·:JUL:';;\ t,>:J ;'::C~::L;L~n l'~J?C[~)~ 
:<~~;:E.LY CLt~:3S1 ?'[ I~~;G T HE:'f T J·J:::'T ~L-::;-~ [~S ;-'"1.iL IT .~,RY.. S I ;-lCE: 
:,.:.:: :-LY!~ :iO F~r\';)I~) ~'~.~.~ E~'jT It:iriTI.~·~;J TEE ?;'-~;J?D~~fLJ:; UEICH ." ''',\.' 
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{l';'j'j,jT TO TH:~ i,C::SULHi; rG:;c::::; hL:):i:':.. U~'fJrlTlJ:'J,'\Ia y t THi:~~;;: 

.. !-tt~ f~'j:J ;\~LIAt;L2 Jt{T:1 AV!\IL:~~LS 0:; 3L~j?LE ViET C:';:'!',1 DS:3Er~TIQ~JS,. 

A "(<<rIJ O!~ O~i UN~~TSCTEil D£S;2TION F01 EvtRY 0ILrT~ay 

C}!I='U i-1)I 15 DS~D !i'~ SQJS U5 OfFICIAL C.ALGUL;tl'IONS, BUT 

Ti{I~) 13 {\ \l£i1'l l\'.JUGH FIG!J;{Z WHIC:i LJ~~IC !~'DULD S~]:)G~5T IS 

LJ'.J _ ~\LT ~~a UG:--£ CAPT !jj~ED vc DOCU~E:'~rs REFLECT It,)C:fEASI NG CON­

c£~c·; OV~~-~ {l, SEE~~rt\GLY ~·lcu~rrr~jG D!:SE[1TIQ~ PrtOBLE?J, THSY 

E,~;H:L't C1T~ STATISTICS, A~1i) THE F;::',i FIGt.,'R5:S A'li\ILA3LE 

r"iPS OfTZ~l LISTED It~ AN ANBIG!JOUS rASHIOt~ ... 

9. Al.TH~L'GH DAT ~ FOR ALLIED LOSS:::S riHE ;;CCURr.TE~ D IFERIl'Ki 

C'?ITZ~IA F(m LISTING 'JOUNDEl) AliO",\, THE ALLIED FORCES TEND TO 

DISTClRT T:1E !:1?:~CT OF TACTICAL QPi:iATlONS MID SElHOUSL Y 

DISTO?;! COM?ARAUV£ "CASUALTY· STA!Isr!cs. THE VIED1Ai-lESE ' 

Ai;:!:ED FORCES GENERALLY LIST AS 'lJOUNDEJ ONLY THOSE: WHOSE IN­

JURIES REQUIRE HOSPlTi\LIlATIOi1 US FORCES, ON TN£. OTHER P.AND~. 

VlCLUOE AS tJOUrlDED-- AND lti:NC£ AS "'CASUALTIES" -- PERSONNEL. . 

!;inO }l;WE R:::CEIVED ONi.Y LIGHT It{JURES wHIGH GAt'! BE TREATED 'WInt­

out HOSPITALIZATION. OlMIY OF oua "'\'IOUN!)£!)" REQUIRE LITTLE .. ' 

MO"S THAN FIRST AID, AND $O;'lEtHlciG G,\) THE ORDER OF S0 ?£R-' 

CE:-lT OF J\LL -iHlUt-lDEu" US PE"S<JNNEL ULTIM,llTEL Y RETURN TO DUTY··· 

51.'11 US.) T HiS MjQ~lML '{ IN CASUALTY ACCOUNTH;G H.~S co~:srSTHlTL '{ 

t':S)E US LOSSES APPEAR TO BE: D!S?RO?J~T!m;AELY HIGHER THP.~· 

THOS::: OF THE V lE:T:~A~E:5E~ nECE~HL y) TtiE: US CO:MAilD HAS BilllHl 

Tv DIFFERE~lT!t\T.E. BET~-jEEN HOS?i.Tll.LIl£D ~.~E) UNHOS?ITALIZED 

\!J!J~'jJD IN C,qSU;;LlY nr::?0RTI:·1G. THIS PHOCEDUR2 ~:ILL PE2"lII 

US A~\~D VliTttt\i':SSS "CASU-~LIIE5'" TO BE COt?{~RZD 0;1 A t·jORE 

N2?Nl:\1GfUL 5~qSIS.,. 

1:J. THIS u::~ ??,OCEDU;~2, HO:;!£V£R~ ;?!!LL ~'~ot P.ESOL\J£ THE 

PROB~EM. OF Ca~?ARrNG ALL!ED LOSSES TO TEaSE OF TH~ £~S~y~ 

Sr:~1(~Z IT IS ~:JI FZASIBL::: TO ESTI~l~TE THE ~U.I,·!BEH OF' EN~t·i',{ 

'~~UrJ~T)ED O~J t\ CC}rr:~lUIt-i.~ GASIS. ~jE BELIEV~ T;~E ONLY ::12A~·}­

I;J;.>FUL CO~'iP;~:US(}?l THAT C,~;..j r.E DRi\:.;;,j IS THAT Or .~LLED KILLED 

In :C:~'jE'~lY }'~tLLZD. AL1'H'0UGH THE. RELIABILITY OF THt.: D.qTA IS ;-107 

t~BSOLUTl!: O~} THZ E.N~:rt·s SIDS FOR SP~CI1IC ENGP:Gt:~!ENTS,' UE 

f}£LI~VE THE Lo,GGRRGATE. tjEZJLY F!GU~ES DO ?ROVIDE A 

EEAS.)~:;.BLE 3;;SIS FOR COt-PARISON AS A ;L~}l.S~l:~E OF rr·iE RELATIVE 

El-F~CTIVE::lZSS DF FRIENDLY OJ:lERATIONS, AS i~2:LL AS A ~lEASL"RE 

OF TMS INr~NSI1Y OF CO~3~T~ 

?!JBL!C U5~ OF LOSS DAT~ 

11, IT IS t'iOT NOR:1AL!.. y- tiITi1IN CU:t PUR\]IZ~{] TO ?lAKE JU'CGS­

i'~S)TS GON.::t~~;':I:·~G THE RZLSASE DF I~~7(2)~.~TION TO TP,2 PR£.sS~ 

IN THIS I~~STA:'jCS;t :10'~~E'J£:?J ~JE: tJOULD :\:O~lE TH2 FaLLO\ .. lI~·;G 

Fi~C:T);~S ~.q:lICH SHOULD t}~ GONSID.[R~D l~'J sue:.! A .jt!DG>1£~JT~. 

A. ~HILE THE VALIDIty OF THE "BODY COUNT" ~AY VARY WIDELY 

I~ Dll?~2E~lT ~~~GAGE~iE~2IS, THE AGGREGAT~ FIGURES PROVlns 
A USEFUL l~lDICATOR OF tHE LEVEL 01 CJ~3~T A}10 A GO~lSZRVAT!V~~ 

GSU£C-?~L NZ:1.SUI"lE OF THE r;A~1;.~3Z .Ii:'IFLlcTED ON Ti1E E~;E\'rf." 

~~.~ :,:.;u:-!rn::uT. PULICIES ldij P?OC~~8lj~(Z:j IN T,:U:: fr~LJ ~fFSGT­

IVSLY Lr~Ir AJ~!tJiSTRATIVE AND ;iU:'14N =i~HQ~5 TJ A ~tEASG~;­

f'~J L::: .': I,".l.I.1 J:~ ... 

CI~ ,'[ 

. , ..... -- ~ 

"'-". 

.,' 



D. ')1T!-lHOUnm OF THE OFFICI;..L KI;; rIGL..'1ES FROX THE 
PRESS WOULD RE~OVS THE ONE MEANINGFUL YA~DSTICX OF THE 
INrS~SIIY AND GENERAL SIGNIFIC~NCE OF TACTICAL OPERATIONS 
N3\<' AlJAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. ' 

E:. ALTHOUGH ~E SEE LITTLE ADVANTAGE TO BE DEHIVEC 
nO:1 WITHHOLDING THE KIA FIGURES -- EITHEH FOR INDIVI-
DUAL ENGAGEClENIS OR IN PERIODIC TOTALS -- I!E DO SEE ADVAN­
TAGSS TO WITHHOLDING rna!'! RELEASE THOSE FIGURES IN 'ilXICH liE 
HAVE CONSIDERABLY LESS CONFIDENCE. I~ E •• THE RATIOS FOR' 
WOUNDED AND tHE COMPUTATIONS -- BASW ON INC:1MPI .. STf: 
AND !;lEAl{ EVIDENCE -- OF OV£''?-I)LL VET CON3 MANPOWER 
DIFFICULTIES. ~L ____ _ 

,'.- -. .-
" 

, " 

,,' 

F •. THE MOsT MEANINGFUL. COrJPARISON THA1' CAN B.E MAD'E BE'JEll 
ALUW MD ENEMY LOSS[!;S IS THAT IN TiE KILLED IN ACTION . 
CATSGORY ON A~ AGG:!?:GATE,·· PEitIOIJIC BASIS. WE BELIZVE: IT MAY 
iEVEH BE fEASIBLE TO DEVaO? RELIABLE:, IJt.JCHALLENGEABLE: 
ESTI1KCr. OF VET CONG t10UNJED U;-iICH VOULD PER~lIT :'lEMnm­
foUL COi1?/irlrSONS OF TOTAL CASUALTIES FOR THE. O?P3SING FORCES. 

G. PRES£:'iTATION OF US Ct\SUALT'f DATA IN !~ FOR:-j t.hICH 
D ISIV;C lJ13HZS BETtJSSO HOS?IT ALIZED A:·I[) UNiDS?IT ALIZED 
~OU~DED IN A cotJTI~rJING t~SIS ~JUL) JiELP TO DISPEL 015-
TCi~r!GNS fIND :riI3GONC~?TI)NS IU2VITH~lLY P30nUCE.D BY THE: 
p~ESE~r RE?ORTI~~ SY5TEi. 

~TG~ 23/15172 NOV 67 
,- ,--. 

L - _:' _:, 

. 0· _: ';.~;:_,: j 

;<, 

• 

, ~. '-. _, - \.L' _ 
_ , . 't 

Wi'\' l.B,] 1,1 Bl:,IRY 

1,1 0 Sf 
1.--\.1 1:".-- .' 


