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A YEEK AGD YOU ASW““ WE FOR A PAPER DESCRIBING THE 2 e
MITHODS USED TO COMPILE CASUALTY FIGURES IN THE AR -
I8 SOUTH YIETNAl. PLTHP,QH THERT WAS A RATHER FULL DISCUSSIONG, —
OF THI3Z PROSLEX AT BREAKFAST YISTZRDAY, I THOUGHT YU YOULD SII‘ A
LINE TC HavZ THIS PAPSR SINCE IT IS5 MORE DETAILED AAD = )
51a0% of THE 28D IT DOES ISERTIFY CERTAIN OF THE PROBLES )
(¥ THE PUSLIC RELATIONS FLEL’a — .
—— _ e >
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THE YALIDITY AND SISNIFICAHNCE OF VIET.CONG LOSS DAYA
SuBJECT: THE VALIDITY and SIGMIFICANCE OF VI NG LOSS DATA
ENENY KILLED IN ACTION C(K¥A) : %,
el A %\, ?_3&'
ENT OF THE VALIDITY OF THE VIET CO:d \ %
HI TL5 T¥0 DISTINCT PROIBLENS: THE ACCHERACY Wi Y
oF £5 THEWSEILVES Aml THE ZELEVANCE OF THESE ‘\E::é )
FI IET CONG™S5 HANPOWEZR POTENTIAL. SINPLY A
51 TICNS THAT HUST aE ANSHERED ARETI (A s WO
a4z HE MUNBER OF ENERY PIRSONNIL UKPRESSED N
I KIA FISURES; AND (B) 20 THE KIa FIGURES \ﬁi%wf;.
& IO COARUMIST NAId FOXCE ASD LOCAL TN
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CATTLEFIZLD OR WHERE BODIES 3AY SI#PLY uOT
| By FRIZNDOLY TRODPS, GINERALLY, BODIES OF YOUMG
<, UNARNED YOWEN, AND OLD HIN ARE NOT INCLUDED

AL:‘J ar \?T' TTQ'{Y AJ.s.. A"‘L. CDJ
“ITH THE¥. IN THIS CONNE

a5 %I”S BYT ALL BgDIES o7
Vo IF Wr*boﬂ” ARE NOT FOUND
T SHOULD BE ®NOTED THAT VIET FJJu IRREZGULAR TROQPS —-
by ?LubLPRS AS WELL -~ DO NOT CARRY PAPERS WHICH ¥O
ZRAIT AUTHENTICATION OF THZIR DTALUS. FUATHLHHOptp i
2NY SINGLE ACTION THE VG #aY USE MIX OF YaIM AND 1.0oC
TG?C” TRDOPS (REGULAR 152, PORTERS U OTHER 4 MINISTRATI
AVICE FLEMENTS, LD0CAL CUERRILLAS AND, _SQﬂETIHES, EL
J' LOCAL IRREGULAR FOAICES (ZoGyy SL’F"U»}LNSE
THUS EVEN AN ACCURATE
FTIRY LUSS rIGUH 5 FDR “ACH UdIT PARTICIPﬁTI
QCiluzJ. - o

G Iﬁ 4 uiv

CBDDY COUHT) E°D?TS A?? RFUIVw?J :
AT HIGHIR 1ZVELS - 3QTT4L*O¥3 BRIGADE
V?Jbi OR DIVISION ~~ AND CROSS - CHECKED TO PRECLUDE
DUPLICATE REPORTING OF KIA™S BY ADJOINING UNITS, I SG

CasEs 1HL INITIAL REPORTS MAY RE SUPPLEMENTED. JTTn Lo
DERIVED FROM LOW-LEYEL: AERIAL 38 V:LLL MCZ OF THE
JQP“STOmnlLY, AN ESTIMATE OF lbb?TLO AL KIA'S NAY BE
ACDES TO TH fﬁSEnth COUNT BY GRIUND
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FEASINLE; HOWEVER, THIS I8 ‘AfaIuct COMIAND POLICY 41D IS
PRUUSHT 10 OCCUR LESS FATQUESTLY THAY 14 it PasT,
CINERAL, THE COMBAND POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
] £30VE TEND TO PRODUCE A CONSIAVATIVE oOUNT
SOODIRAY KIATS . ALTHOUGH SOME SON-COSSATANTS 2av
BT SRRONECUSLY INCLUDED I8 Shaa ASEMENTS GCCUARING 1a
DSHSELY POPULATED ARTAS, THIS MAY BE NORE THAN OFFSET .
oY TXCLUSION OF FIGURES ON BODIES RSuOVED FRo¥ TiE BATTLE-
FIELD UNDER COVER OF NIGHT OR JUNGLE. 4DREOVER, |
INE POSSISLY INHERSNT INFLATIONARY SFFECTS OF DEVILOPING g
VALID COUNT UNDER THE PRESSLRE OF SATTLE ARE COUSTERBALANCED
BY THE UNCOUNTID -— A% UHESTIMATED -~ KUNBERS OF  ENEMN:
1HOOPS KILLED BY THE HUNDREOS OF DAILY AIR AND ARTILLERY
SIRIKES WHOSE RESULTS A3T NOT OBSIRVED BUT WHICH A ¥OST
CLRISTULY INFLICT SIGNIFICANT LOSSES ON THE ENENY.

5. GIVEN THESE INFLATIONSRY AN LI L 5TIOJ£HY PRESS
gy JALANCE, LEVE THE OFFICIAL KIa FIGURES REFLEC
THE GEAERAL MAGMITUDE JF YIST CONG OOMBAT LIS
A HIDEST BIAaS, ATTEVMPTS 13 VALTISATE THE A
Q8 ¥IA FI CirFig :;‘38,3’3:?}:?!{:; 5Y EXAHINING
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183555, THIST, HIWEVER, A2C G058 3R ASOREGATE LUSELS,

07T CLOSSES POSITIVELY ASSIGNAZLE TO SPECIFIC ENERY FORCL
COMPINIATS o FRO¥M BODY COUNT ALOME WE CANNOT BE CERTALN

07 THE LAOSSES INCURRED BY MATd asd LOCAL FORCES, ASHINISIRATIVE
QEAVICE CMMPONEATS (INCLUDING POATERS), GUERILLAS 02 OTHEIR
TenEnnLAY ZLTMENTS 2R, IN '“hg CnJ“S’ MG2E . OR LESS IUNOUENT
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5. NUABZRS OF ENEMY WOUNDID ARE RARELY XN0WH OR REPORTED.

MO ATTE®PT I35 WADE BY COBUSHACY TO CALCULATE FISURES . A
r“° ININY ¥SUNDED ON A CONTINUING BASI; COWPARABLE TO THE L E
PROCZOURES usvm rOR DETERAINING KIA®S5, RATIOS OF THE NUMBER OF WouNpeEp - -
TO XIA'S HAVE BEEN DSVEILOPED, HO¥EVYER, FOR USE IN ANALYZING - L
CTHE-VIET- CONG- MANPOYER SITUATIONSTHESERATIOS HE n,:“LRIV“Da,*%téi'~A~2~-a-~¢
TROM AN ANALYSIS 3Y COHUSAACY OF CAPTURED DOCUMENTS WHICH . : o
REYEALED THAT, DURING 19686, FOR EVERY 143 ENENY TROOPS ﬁILLZD, ' N SN
153 AXE WOUNDED; OF THESE, 35 SusSQuENTLY DIE CR ARE _ T e

ERUANENTLY DISABLED, WHILE THE OTHERS PRESUMABLY RETURN TO - ' U
'9uUTY. THE VALIDITY OF THIS METHODOLOGY, YHMICH ¥AS BASED OM _ ' .
FRAGHMENTARY EVIDENCE, IS QUESTICOHABLE 0N THE GROUNDS THAT o =
THZ PATTERN OF CASUALTIES IN 1987 MAY DIFFER HARKEDLY FADN : oA
THAT IN 1988 BECAUSEI OF CHANGES IN THE NATURE OF C0#BAT. WHILE ’
THESE RATIOS 835 NOT INREASOHNABLE, YE RECORHEND *"T;u

IN USING THEAR T2 CONPUTE ABSOLUTE VIET COHG MNANPOWER LOSBES,

ENE®Y PRISONERS

7. CURIENT PROCESIRES FOR -DETERAINING YIZET CONG LOSSES THROUGH
CAPTURR DIFFER MARREDLY FR03 TAGSE USED FOR EITHER VT%'? un
UDUHADED. PRISOMER DATa IS5 294 ZAZED SOLILY O THE ACTUAL 1N~
YSRRTOAY OF PROCESSED MILITAZY PRISONERZE HEILD I¥ QAHPS.
PIEVIONSLY, PRISOHER DATA %AS 3ASED ON THI NUNBER OF EpzZuY
TRO02S REPORTZOLY “CAPTURED™ I BATTILE, BUT EVEHTS PROVED THIS
TO BE QUITE UNSATISFACTORY BECAUSE SUCH REIPORTS OFTEIN INCLUDED A
LABGE PROPORTION OF “SHUSPECTS™ UHO SUBSIAUINTLY PROVED TO EZ
IHMOCENT BYSTANDEARS. OUR OMLY #AJOR DIFFICULTY wITH THE
DCURRENT SYSTEA I8 THE TISE Lad -- SOMZTINES UP T0 A YEAR--
BETUIZEN THE CAPTURE OF THE PRISONER adD HIS VLTIHATE ARRIVAL,
AFTER P2ISOESSING, IN & PRISAN Calr. THIS TIMD LAG MEANS THE DATA
ARME NEYER CLRRENTLY O04PLETE, AND PAST FISURLS aRI CONSTANTLY
REING ADJUSTED AND UPIATED TO REILFECT DELAYED CHANGES I
THE INVENTS3Y. PRISOHIR DATA ARE THUS IFHERZUTLY CONSZRVATIVE,
AMG ALTHOUGH THEY ©ad 87 USZD ITH CONFIDIZNCE IH BRA22 UAN-
POWEZ CALCLLATIONS, THIY SHOULD MOT B YIzyED a8 REZTLECTING
CURRENT TRENDS IN ENIZY MORALE, FRIZNDLY FORCZ EFFICTIVINESS,
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0 THE REQULAR FORCEIE ALODL, NHNFIRTUNATELY, THolx
Sy TADLE DpTa AYATILAELE QW ~I*PLh YizT COMG bESF?[IONS. )
OF ONg DITECTED DESE?TEOM TR EYERY RILITARY
AT I3 USED IN S0dE us OFFICIAL uﬁLCULQlTO“S, QUT
A VERY UGH FISURE WHISH LOaiC LOULD SUSGEST IS
TuaueH CaPTUR®d Ve Dccursurs REFLECT INCITASING CON-
-2 A SEEHINGLY HCUNTING q9rGERTION PROBLEN, THEY
g1t 57 STICS, Awk THE FEY FIGU IS5 AYAILABLE
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9. ALTHOUGH DaTa FOR ALLIED LOSSES ARE ACCURATE, DIFFERING
21TER1A FOR LISTING WOUNDED aNoNg THz ALLIED FORCES TEND TO
31 SToRT THE IAPACT OF TACTICAL OPERATIONS AHD SERIONSLY -

DISTORT CONPARATIVE ~CASUALTY” 5TATISTICS. THE UIfT?4hu - fAi " .

ARMED FORCES GENERALLY LIST A5 30 NGED ONLY THOSE WROSE IN-. o
JU IES REQUIRE HOSPITALIZATION US rﬁRCLS i HV DTHLR HAND, S
LICLUDE a5 WOUHDED-- ARD HENCE RS 7 ASUALTIﬁ”" -&-PLRSSLWEL_. -
$hd HAVE R REGEIVED ONLY LIGHT TRJURISS WHICH Cad BR TREATED "¥WITH~ -
SuT HOSPITALIZATION, ¢aNY oF Oin 7y guNDED™ REQUIRE LITTLE 7 o
MORT THAMN FIRST ALD, AND SOHETHING CN THE ORDER CF $3 PER~-- .~ .

ﬁrur 0F ALL TWOUMDEDT US PERSONNEL ULTIM {ATELY RETURYM TO DUTY: T ,f_g:i ,;J

"ﬂﬁT”D:) THIS Ad0saLY IN CRSUA‘lV HCCuU&l NG HAS CONSISTENTLY ' C -
HASE US LOSSES AJPth T9 BE DISPROPORTICHALELY HI HER THEQ .
THOSE OF lﬂ._. WISTHANESES ,u::hnTLY, THZ US COdaand HAS BiG

T3 DIFFERENTIATE BITHERY WOSPITALIZED AND JqﬁOJ?ITﬁh ZEl

wWoED Td uﬁJUALLf REPORT 146G, THIS ?HO EQURE WILL PEZR
U5 AND VISTHANIS: "oasBalTIES™ T0 8B CJK?:H_D SR FD?*
SRANINGFUL BASISs
i3, THIS WEW onOoERIRE, HOWEVER, ¥ILL 20T RESOLYE THE .

PROBLEN, OF COHPLARING ALLIZD LOS3ES 19 THOSE OF THE LCNENY,
1oz IT IS 50T FEASIBLI 7o ESTIYATE THE NUMBER OF BNENY
SOUNSED ON A CONTINUISG 1518, wE BELIEVE TRHE ONLY #Eab-

MAFUL COW;E‘ISGﬁ THAT Cay BE DRaYM IS THAT OF ALLIED KILLED
To ZHEIAY XILLES, ALTHUUSH THE RFLIABILITY OF THz DATA IS5 M¥DTY

R50oLUTE oy Ta ERE?Y'S GIDE FOR SPECIFIC LMGQGEEENTS, He
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v 4ITHIN CUR PURVIEY TO MAKE JUDGE-

TASE OF INFORMATION TC THE PRISS,

7, YE WORLD NOTE ThE FOLLOWING

CANSIDEREID 1 SUCH A JUDGHENTS
A. HWHILE THE UA‘I“‘EY OF THE "S0DY COUNT™ UAY VARY PARIENS |
1% DIFFERENT “waaﬁun??IS, THE AGGREGATE FIGURES PROVIDS
A BSTFUL LUDICATOR OF THE LEVEL OF cu@BaT abD A CONSERVATIVE,
SEHER AL ﬁzasuaa OF THE DAXARE AUFLICTED O THE ENESY.
4, CUARELT POLICIES AND PROCE
TURLY LIAIT ADMINLSTRATIVE Al
ARLT AINISUA.
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o GHILE SOWE SEGUENTS OF TiE JHeds ARE Bripilos f%mii:
METICLAL XTA FIGURES, THEV Do 1o T4 nepaRt Tovree 00 LA LTRRARY
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Da YITHHOLODING OF THE GFFICIAL K1 FIGURES FRGY THE
PRESS WONLD RENIVE THE ONE MEANINGFLL Ya ?DQTICf OF THE
INTENSITY AND GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF TacTIcaL OPwﬂhTIDMS

MOY AVAILABLE T8 THE PUBLIC, . :

. ALTHOUGH YE SEE LITTLE ADVANTASE TQ BE DhnIVr“
FRO0U% BITHHOLDING THE KIA FIGURES -— EITHER FOR INDIVI-
DUAL ENGAGIMENTS QR IN PERIODIC TOTALS -~ WE DD SEE ADVAN-
TAGES IO YITHNOLDING FROM RELEASE TFOS7 FIGURES I WHICH ¥E
HAVE CONSIDEIRABLY LESS CONFIDENCE, I. E., THE RATIOS FOR
UOU“DLD AND THE COHPUTATIONS -~ BRSID ON INCONFLETE
AND WEAX EVIDENCE -~ UP 0U~R~ALL VIZT CONS MANPOWER - =~ -7 .. . - o
DI?FICULTI“S‘ | L B PR

T

7. THE HOST Pu4¥IﬂG.UL COMPARISON THAT CAN BEZ YADE BETWEEN

-

ALLIED AN ENERY LOSSES IS THAT 1IN THE KILLED IN ACTION

CATEGORY ON AY AGGRESATE, PERIODIC BASIS, WE BELIEVE IT May ' .
REVER BE FEASISLE TO DEVELOP RELIABLE, UMCHALLENGEABLE .
ESTINATE OF VIET CONG WOUNDED WHICH YOULD PERUIT HEANING= .
FUL COBPARISONS OF TOTAL CaSUALTIES FOR THE OPPOSING FORGES,
G. PRESENTATION OF US CASUALTY DaTa IN & FORY WHICH
DISTINGUIGHES BETWEIN HOSPITALIZED AND UNHOSPITALIZED
UOUNDED ON A CONTIRNING BASIS WOULD HELP TO DISPEL DIS-
TONTIONS AND MISCONCEPTIONSG INEVITASLY PRODUCED BY THE
PREGENT REPORTING SYSTEd,
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