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Subject: Continuing Communist Military Deployments in Northarn South Vietnam 

Emba.ssy Saigon has reported that evidence of a Communist 'military buildup 

in 'the Quang Tr1- Thus 'l'hien. - Quang Nam area is now becomIng incontrovertible. 

The Embassy suggests that this buildup, along with ~o increase in truck· traffic 'I· in the'Laos panhandle, indicates that the Communists may be preparing to 'launch 

A I)ls-!or· offensive in the northern region of South Vietnam. As we have earlier 

reported, this buildup has been under way for some months; this paper rcvlew9 

the information currently available. 

Recent Developnl~mt9. ~ 
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Laos Truck Trai'f)'c Not Unusual.. Prelimtnary reports in Oct.ober and 

early Novf'.mber indicated a. possihle increase in truck traffic in the Laos 

panhandle. However, l"o«.dwRtch"reports since then suggest that truck traffic 

thus far bas remained at !I.bout the 8<>1'l1e leval as that of the S.9r.IO period 

last year. On the other hand, two developments since early last November 

suggest that thQ Ccm:l'Iunista have made plans for an incroased logistlc supply 

, eUor/;' through 'Laos. [ f 
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