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SPACE CALCULATIONS, BE' AS FAR SOUTH AS THE ON THE 
OTHER HAND,' THEY t1AY STILL BE IN NORTH VIETNAM~ NEVERTHELESS, 
AS LONG AS THEY REMAIN UNLOCATED, THEY CONSTITUTE ASIGNIFI-' 
CANT THREAT. , " ," '0 • 

F •. THE DISPOSITION 'OF"THESE REINFORCING' DIVISIONS. ,.' o , 

GAINS ADDED SIGNIFICANCE WHEN ANALYZED WITH T.HE PRESENT TROOP 
DISPOSIT ACTIV D~~~~~:~~~~. 
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. ' "" .• F:o. ~,;; "~:-::..:=' '. ···."~t:.~ < 
n">""'IDERING ENTIRE ENEMY PICTURE IN AND ARO~U~N~DiQU~AiN~GoiiilTi.lR~I~~·\ ;", :.~\::.:-:: 
PROVINCE WE SEE A· THINNING OF. FORCES ALONG THE. DHZ WITH A "" ,. ".';. . '.: ,'"\' 
SHIFT OF MASS INTO LAOS~ HANOI'S MILITARY POSTURE WILt BE . ' . 
INPROVED SIGNIFICANTLY 
THE GAINS ARE THESE: OPERATIONS CAN BE LAUNCHED ON A WEST­
EAST AXIS, FROM A RELATIVELY SECURE, WELL DEVELOPED, EASILY 
SUPPORTED BASE CONPLEX LOCATED ON GOOD LINES OF COMMUNICATION. 
SECURITY OF LOC'S IS IMPROVED, THE EFFECTS OF' OUR BARRIER . , . . 
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SYSTEM. HAS BEEN OBVIATED TO SOME. DEGREE, AND THE THREAT TO r.­
CTZ 1'5 INCREASED. THIS CONCEPT MIGHT. OBLIGATE 'HIM TO EXTEND 
HIS OPERATIONS FURTHER WEST INtO LAOS IN ORDER TO BETTER~ 
~OO ' '~ .. :.,-: .. 
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SUBJECT: EST!NATE OF CURRmT ENENY STRATEGY By""""""" ,MRS,Date/::.-,r,,·i:s. 

1. \ifE HAVE ANALYZED THE NOVENENTS OF THE NAJOR ENEloIY 

REINFORCE~lENTS MOVING FROM NORTH VIETNAM TO SOUTH VIETNAM. 

WE BELIEVE THEY ARE SIGNIFICANT AS INDICATIONS OF FUTURE 

ENEt1Y ACTIONS AND INTENTIONS. THE FACTS REGARDING THESE ENEMY 

UNITS AND THE DEDUCTIONS FRON THESE FACTS FOLLO'11: 
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F. THE DISPOSITION OF THESE REINfORCING DIVISIO:-lS 
.GAINS ADDED SIGNIFICANCE vlHEN ANALYZED WITH THE PRESENT TROOP 
DISPOSITION AND RECENT ACTIVITIES IN THE DE[ULITARIZED ZONE . 
AREA AND. IN LA()S. \ 

CONSIDERING THE ENTIRE ENEMY 
PICTURE IN AND AROUND QUANG TRI PROVINCE ~IE SEE A THINNING OF 
FORCES ALONG THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE \HTH A 
SHIFT OF t-IASS INTO LAOS. HANOI'S t-lILITARY POSTURE WILL BE 
INPROVED SIGNIFICANTLY \ 
THE GAINS ARE THESE: OPERATIONS CAN BE ~IAUNCHED ON A \'IEST-
E.4ST AXIS, FRON A RELATIVELY SECURE, ~"ELL DEVELOPED, EASILY 
SUPPORTED BASE CmlPLEX LOCATED ON GOOD LINES OF CONNUNICATION. 
SECURITY Of LOC'S IS IMPROVED, THE EfFECTS Of OUR BARRIER 
SYSTE~! HAS BEEN OBV IATED TO SO~IE DEGREE, AND THE THREAT TO I 
CORP TACTICAL ZONE IS INCREASED. THIS CONCEPT MIGHT OBLIGATE 
HHI TO EXTEND HIS OPERATIONS fURTHER \-IEST INTO LAOS IN ORDER TO 
BETTER SECURE HIS REAR BASE AREAS. 

2. 'lIE SEE THREE EXPLANATIONS fOR THESE ENE[·!Y DEPLOY,'IZNTS: 

A. THEY NAY BE PRH1ARILY Dt:fENSIVE. THE ENENY HAS 
SHO'.m DlCREASED CONCERN OVER THE THREAT TO THE LAOS CORRIDOR 
POSED BY THE DYE- NARKER SYSTE~j. HE I S UNSURE OF THE NATURE 
AND EfFECTIVE:-JESS Of THE SYSTE~l AND THZ EXACT LOCATIOti OF 
THE TRACE. HE MAY SUSPECT THAT IT \-1 ILL BE SUPPORTE!) BY 
GROUND TROOPS IN LAOS. HE PROBABLY VIEWS THE STRONG-POINT 
OBSTACLE SYSTE~lAS A MEANS TO AffORD US FLANK SECURITY FOR 
A MOVE WEST~ARD ON HIGHWAY 9 TOWARD LAOS. THE MANNING OF 
THIS' LINE ~JITH ARVN TROOPS PROBABLY CO~lFIfiMS THESE SUSPICIONS, 
SINCE HE BELIEVES THAT WE ARE FREEING U.S. TROOPS FOR EffORTS 
IN OTHER AREAS. THUS THE ADDITIOilAL FORCES IN LAOS MAY 8k":". 
FLECT THE ENEMY'S FEAR FOR HIS LIfELINE THROUGH THE CORl'rH10W LIBrARY 
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B. ON THS OTHER HAND, THESE ENENY DEPLOnlENTS t'!AY 
as "?R HIARIL Y OFFENSIVE. '~E THVJK THAT THE ENEr1Y NADE A r'lAJOR 
D:::CISION HI SEPTE~IBER 67 TO LAUNCH AN ALL OUT EFFORT TO ALTER 
THE COURSE OF THE ~JAR~ DOCU~IENTS, CONF'IRNED BY EXPERIENCE, 
SHO~J THAT THE: WINTER SPRING CMIPAI3N WHICH BEGAN IN LATE 
OCTOBER IS OFFENSIVE IN NATURE AND EXHIBITS A DISREGARD FOR 
CASUALTIES HERTOFORE UNSEEN. IT CALLS FOR COHTINUOUS NILITARY 
OFFENSIVES BY LARGE AND SNALL UNITS, AND CONCURRENT POLITICAL 
EFFORTS TO STIR UP POPULAR REVOLT AGAINST THE GOVERN:1ENT 
OF V IETNAN ("GENERAL UPR I SING"). THESe: 14AJOP. REINFORCEr·IENTS 
PROVIDE Hm IHTHTHE CAPABILITY TO LAUNCH AN OFFENSIVE AS PART 
OF HIS ~TINTER-SPRING CMIPAIGN. THERE IS AUJAYS A POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE ENEMY INTENDS A PREEt1PTIVE OFFENSIVE IN THE QUANG .' 
TRI-THUA THIEN AREA TO PROTECT T 



" J. '. 

4. WHILE AN ATTACK COULD 3E MADE IN I CO~PS PRIOR TO " 
TET, CURHENT TROOP DISPOSITIO~IS, P.EINFORCEi'!E:-!T ACTIVITY, AND 

"PREPARATION Tn!E INDICATE A POST TET OFFENSIVE OF NAJOR PFlQ- " 
PORTIONS. HE NEEDS TIME TO REPOSITION FORCES IN A~D SOUTH 
OF I CORPS, TO PREPARE THE BATTLEFIELDS, ANI) TO ASSURE COO~­
DINAT I::lN OF COUNTRY \nDE ATTACK PLANS. THE TET ST,IIND-DmYN 
PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY TO ~!AKE FI~IAL TROOP ~IOVES AND SlUNG 
UP SUPPLIES. " 

5. IT IS DlTEREST ING THAT THE ENEMY ~IAY BE HINT DIG THAT 
NEGOTI!!T IONS ARE POSSIBLE I>JHILE AT THE SANE TI)lE HIS OFFENSIVE 
CAPABILITIES AND POSTURE ~IERE NEVER MORE NENACING. I BELIIJ:VE 
T:iAT JUS OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES AND POSTURE RELATE DIRECTLY 
TO THE RECENT OVERTURES BY VICE PRENIER TRINH THAT NORTH 
VIETNAM IHLL TALK IF ~lE STOP THE BO~!3ING. FIRST, HE MAY USE 
THIS OFFENSIVE CAPABILITY TO TRY TO GAIN AN "EXPLOITABLE VIC­
TORY BEFORE TALKS SO THAT HE MIGHT NEGOTIATE FRml A POSITION 
OF STRENGTH. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE ttW ENTER NEGOTIATIONS 
~IITHOUT SUCH A VICTORY IN ORDER TO GAIN A RESPITE FRO!'1 THE 
BONBINGIN THE NORTH AND TO AUGMENT THE ALREADY SIGNIFICANT 
CAPABILITIES OF HIS UNITS IN THE SOUTH. THUS, BY POLITICAL 
!1EANS HE COULD BUY THE TmE AND OPPORTUNITY TO CR::ATE A FOR­
NIDASLE THREAT ~)HEN HOSTILIT IES ARE RESUHED. 

6. ~1HILE THESE COURSES OF ENEMY ACTION nLL PRESENT 
OBVIOUS DANGERS, EITHER ,WILL GIVE US GREAT OPPORTUNITIES TO 
DESTROY MANY OF HIS TROOPS. ~IITH THIS IN lUND, I AH DEVOTING 
A MAX n1U~J EFFORT TO FIX ING THESE MAJOR REINFORCENENTS AS TAR­
GETS FOR B-52 AND TACTICAL AIR STRIKES. 
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THE CABLE I SENT THIS t10RNVIG (SUBJECT: ESTI~JATE Of 
CURRENT ENE~lY STRATEGY)' vIAS RECEIVED FROf1 GENERAL 
HESHIORELAND. THIS ~lAS NOT CLEAR FRON NESSAGE AS SENT TO 
YOU. 11Y APOLOGIES. 
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