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'V_SUBJLCT- ESTIMATE OF gURBEHI_ENHMI_SIRAIEG¥~—“
= {T"WE HAVE BNALYZED THE MOVEMENTS OF THE MAJOR ENEMY - VAT
REINFORCEWENTS MOVING FROM NVN TO SVN. VE BELIEVE THEY ARE ;‘-“, S

~ STGNIFICANT AS INDICATIONS OF FUTURE ENEMY ACTIONS AND INTEN- . :° - " b
TIONS. THE FACTS REGARDING THESE ENEMY UNITS ANS THE DEDUC— /7. " w77 7
' TIONS FROM THESE FACTS FOLLOV: . & e
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. C. TH“ MOUENFNI OF THESE REINFORC“MEN R “ T
TS, UNLIKE -
PREVIQUS NOVES FROH_NVN, FOLLOWED TR
UCK ROUTES,: HOWEVER i
ggggTEg MA CH,INDICATLS THAT THEY MQVED BY FOOT OR P“RHA'THE '“‘bﬁ V EQ}J
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. i \-COULD, BY TINE AND. - i

SPACE CALCULATIONS, BE AS FAR SOUTH AS THE D ON THE' -f
OTHER HAND, THEY MAY STILL BE IN. NORTH VIETNAM. NEVERTHELESS,
AS LONG AS THEY REMAIN UNLOCATED, THEY CONSTITUTE A SIGNIFI*-'” R
CANT THREAT. =~ Lo e L
-« F..THE DISPOSITION -OF. THESE REINFORCING DIVISIONS . .- PR T PO
GAINS ADDED -SIGNIFICANCE WHEN ANALYZED WITH THE PRESENT TRODP '
DISPOSITION AND RECENT ACTIVITIES N TH? DMZ AREA AHD_IN ﬂ
LAQOS. i : ’ A ; :

R Ly e achit By

COVSIDERING THE ENTIRE ENEMY PICTUR IN AND AROUND QUANG@ TIRI .. S
PROVINCE WE SEE A .THINNING OF FORCES ALONG THE DMZ WITH A .. . - = ¢
"SHIFT OF MASS INTO LAOS. HANOI'S MILITAPY_POSTURE WILL BE .. =~ . = "
INPROVED SIGNIFICANTLY ¥ e S e 2
"THE GAINS ARE THESE: OPERATIONS CAN BE LAU“CHED O A WEST- -
EAST AXIS, FROM A RELATIVELY SECURE, WELL DEVELOPED,. EASILY -
SUPPORTED BASE COMPLEX LOCATED ON GOOD LINES OF COMMUVICATION._:.
STCURITY OF LOC’S IS IMPROVED, THE EFFECTS OF OUR BAHRIER : -
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'. SYSTEW HAS BEEN OBVIATED TO SOME DEGREE, AND THE THREAT T0 I'
' CTZ IS INCREASED. THIS CONCEPT MIGHT. OBLIGATE HI¥ TO EXTEND
HIS OPERATIONS FURTHER UEST INTO LAOS IN ORDER TO BETTER— o
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| suaavcr- ESTINATE OF CURRENT E JEMY STRATESY By_scecar ., NARS, pate_12- 16 -F3
1. WE HAVE ANALYZED THE MOVEMENTS OF THE NAJOR ENENY |
REINFORCEMENTS MOVING FROM NORTH VIETNAM TO SOUTH VIETNAM.
NE BELIZVE THEY ARE SIGNIFICANI AS TNDICATIONS OF FUTURE

TNEMY ACTIONS AND INTENTIONS. THE FACTS REGARDING
UNITS A‘ID THF' DLDUCTIONS FROM TH"'S"’ FACTIS FOLLO‘JI'
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F. THE DISPOSITION OF THESE REINFORCING DIVISIONS.
GAINS ADDED SIGNIFICANCE WHEN ANALYZED WITH THE PRESENT TROOP. -
'DISPOSITION AND RECENT ACTIVITIES IN THE DEMILITARIZED ZONE

AREA AND IN LAOS. \ ) |

: : o CO“SID¢RIHG THE ENTIRE ENEMY
PICTURE IN AND ARGUND QUANG TRI PROVINCE VWE SZE A THINNIN“ OF

- FORCES ALONG THE DEMILITARIZED ZONT WITH A

'SHIFT OF MASS INTO LAOS. HANOI'S WILITARY POSTURE WILL BE. |

INPROVED SIGMIFICANTLY \ .
THE GAINS ARE THESE: OPERATIONS CAM BE WAUNCHED ON A WEST -

- EAST AXIS, FROM A RELATIVELY SECURE, WiLL DEVELOPED, EASILY

~ SUPPORTED BASE COMPLEX LOCATED ON GOOD LINES OF COJHUVICATION.

SECURITY OF LOC'S IS IMPROVED, THE EFFECTS OF OUR BARRIER
 SYSTEM HAS BEEN OBVIATED TO SOMP DEGREE, AMND THE THREAT TO I -
CORP TACTICAL ZONE IS INCREASED. THIS CONCEPT MIGHT OBLIGATE
HIM TO EXTEND HIS OPERATIONS FURTHER UPST INTO LAOS IN ORDER TO .
BETTER SECURE HIS REAR BASE AREAS. . _

2. YE SEE THPEE WAPLAMATIOVS FO? THESE E“EaY DLPLOYQ”NTS.:

: A. THEY MAY BE PRINARILY DEFENSIVE. T”" ENEMY HAS _
 SHOWN. INCREASED CONCERN OVER THE THREAT TO THZ LAOS CO?RIDOR
POSED BY THE DYE-MARKER SYSTEM. HE IS UNSURZ OF THE MATURE
AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SYSTEM AND THE EXACT LOCATION OF
THE TRACE. HE MAY SUSPECT THAT IT WILL BE SUPPORTED BY .
GROUND TRQOPS IN LAOS., HE PROBABLY VIEWS THE STRONG-POINT
OBSTACLE SYSTEM AS A MEANS TO AFFORD US FLANK SECURITY FOR .
- A IOVE WESTWARD ON HIGHWAY 9 TOWARD LAOS. THE MANNING OF REEATE
THIS'LINE WITH ARVN TROOPS PROBABLY CONFIRMS THEISE SUSPICIONS, _ f"
SINCE HEZ BELIEVES THAT WE ARE FREEING U.S. TROOPS FOR EFFORTS = .

- IN OTHZR AREZAS. THUS THE ADDITIONAL FORCES I LAOS MAY

'FLECT THE ENEMY'S FEAR FOR HIS LIFELINE THROU”H THE CORE%ﬁbﬁBII&Bm“w
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B. ON THE OTHER HAND, THESE ENEMY DEPLOYMENTS MAY

'BZ PRIMARILY OFFENSIVE. WE THINK THAT THE EWEMY MADE A MAJOR
DZCISION IN SEPTEMBER 67 TO LAUNCH AN ALL OUT EFFORT TO ALTER
THE CQURSE OF THE WAR. DOCUMENTS, COMFIRMED BY EXPERIENCE,
SHOW THAT THZ WINTER SPRING CAMPAISGN WHICH BEGAN IN LATE -
OCTOBER - IS OFFENSIVE IN NATURE AND EXHIBITS A DISREGARD FOR
CASUALTIES HERTOFORE UNSEEN. IT CALLS FOR CONTINUOUS MILITARY
OFFENSIVES BY LARGE AND S¥MALL UNITS, AND CONCURRENT POLITICAL
EFFORTS TO STIR UP POPULAR REVOLT AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT

OF VIETMAM ("GENERAL UPRISING"). THESE MAJOR REINFORCEMENTS
PROVIDE HIM WITH THE CAPABILITY TO LAUNCH AN OFFENSIVE AS PART
OF HIS WINTER-SPRING CAMPAIGN., THERE IS ALWAYS A POSSIBILITY
THAT THE ENEMY INTENDS A PREEMPTIVE OFFENSIVE IN THE QUANG - -
TRI~THUA THIEN AREA TO PROTECT THE LAQ CQ —




4, YHILE AN ATTACK COULD 3E MADE IN I CORPS PRI2R TO :
TET, CURRENT TROOP DISPOSITIONS, REINFORCEMENT ACTIVITY, aND
:PRVPARATIOM TIME INDICATE A POST TET OFFENSIVE OF HMAJOR PRO- .-

PORTIONS, HE NEEDS TIME TO REPOSITION FORCES IN AMD SOUTH
" OF I CORPS, TO PREPARE THE BATTLEFIELDS, AND TO ASSURE COOR-
DINAT ION OF COUNTRY WIDE ATTACK PLANS. THV TET STAND-DCWN -
PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAXE FIM“L TROOP VOVE; AVD BRIW" N
UP SUPPLIFS. S '

.5, IT 1S IﬁTERLSTINP THAT THE ENEMY ﬂAY BE HINTING THPT
NEGOTIATIONS ARE POSSIBLE WHILE AT THE SAME TIME HIS OFFENSIVE
CAPABILITIES AND POSTURE WERE NEVER MORE MENACING. I BELIEVE
THAT HIS OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES AND POSTURE RELATE DIRECTLY

TO THE RECENT OVERTURES BY VICE PREMIER TRINH THAT NORTH
VIETNAM WILL TALK IF WE STOP THE BOMBING. FIRST, YE MAY USE -

- THIS OFFENSIVE CAPABILITY TO TRY TO GAIN AN EXPLOITABLE VIC-
TORY BEFORE TALXS SO THAT HE MIGHT NEGOTIATE FROM A& POSITION .
OF STRENGTH. O THE OTHER HAND, HE MAY ENTER- NEGOTIATIONS -~
WITHOUT SUCH A VICTORY IN ORDER TO GAIN A RESPITE FROU THE =
BOMBING IN THE NORTH AND TO AUGMENT THE ALREADY SIGNIFICANT
CAPABILITIES QF HIS UNITS IN THE SOUTH. THUS, BY POLITICAL _
MEANS HE COULD BUY THE TIME AND OPPORTUNITY TO CRZATE A FOR= o
MIDASLE THRVAT WHEN HOSTILITIES ARE RWSUMED-_ : -

6., WHILE THESE COURSFS OF ENEMY ACTIOV JILL PRESEVT .

' OBVIOUS DANGERS, EITHER WILL GIVE US GREAT OPPORTUNITIZS TO

- DESTROY MAWY OF HIS TROOPS. WITH THIS IN MIND, I AY DEVOTING
A MAXIMUM EFFORT TO FIXING THESE MAJOR REINFORCEMENTS AS TAR*
GETS FOR B~52 AND TACTICAL AIR STRIFES.. _
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THE CABLE I SENT THIS MORNING (35U QJFCT ESLIWATE O”
CURRENT ENEMNY STRATEGY) WAS RECEIVED FROM GENERAL
WESTHMORELAND. THIS WAS NOT CLEAR FROM MESSAGE AS SENT TO.

YOU. MY APOLOGIES.
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