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1. SITUATION WITHIN SOUTH VIETNAM 

A. Pol i t ica l  S i t u a t i o n  
t .  

e 
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ghanh continues t o  reorganize government 
and seeks t o  improve its publ ic  image ' 
(p. 1) ; GVN-French r e l a t i o n s  remain 
s t r a i n e d  (p.3) ; neutral$st  s en t imen t  re- 
ported spreading i n  countryside, infects 
Chinese urban community (p.3) ; Khanh 'a 
e f f o r t s ' t o  d e a l  wi th  continuing coup re- 
p o r t s  m y  spark  f u r t h e r  d i s a f f e c t i o n  . 
(p.4); indications of t e r r o r i s t  campaign 
aga ins t  Americans m u l t i p l y .  (p.6). 

Mil i t a ry  S i t u a t i o n  

No major change i n  tempo or  pat tern of 
V i e t  Cone a c t i v i t y ;  etaall-scale a t t a c k s  
and ambushes continue (p.7); new ihilica- 
t o r s  point  t o  increasing Viet Cong rnili- 
t a w  c a p a b i l i t y  (p.7); ARVN a c t i v i t y  
marked by continued lack of s i g n i f i c a n t  
contac t  w i t h  enemy (p.8); l a te  r e p o r t  of 
Dinh  Tuong Province engagement (p. 9) ; 
s i g n s  of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  Khanh among 
m i l i t a r y  (p. 9). 

Ecmomic S i t u a t i o n  

Outlook f o r  f inancing mi l i t a ry  pay raise 
improves; threateped rice shortqge could 
have r i d e  repercussions. 
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I. SITUATION WITHIN SOUTH VIETNAM 

A. 

B. 

, , -Political Situation 

Khanh continues to reorganize government 
and aeeks to improve, ita public image' 
(p.l); GVN-French relations remain 
strained (p.3): neutral~st sentiment re­
ported spreading in countryside, infects 
Chinese urban cOllllllunity (p.3): Kbanb's 
efforts 'to deal witb continuing coup re­
ports __ y spark~urther disaffection' ." 
(p.4); indications of terrorist campaign 
against Americans mult~ply.(p.6). 

Military Situation 

No major change in tempo or pattern of 
Viet Cong activity; small-scale at~acks 
and ambushes continue (p.7); new ih~ica­
tors point to increaSing Viet Con, mili­
tary capability, (P. 7); ARVN activity . 
marked by continued lack of sienificant 
contact with enemy (p.8); late report of 
Dinb Tuong Province eneagement (p.D); 
siens of dlssatisfaction with Khanb among 
mUitary (p.9). 

C~ Beonomie Situation . . , .. 

• 

Outlook for tinaneine military pay raise 
improves; threate,ed rice .hort~le could 
ha.e wide repercus.ions, " 
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11, THIRD COWTRY DEVSLoplr&S I .  

Do Gaulle epokesmen conttnue to urge % 

neutral iet  eolbtion; overturee for new 
worktng relatlOMhips between Saigon 
and Taipei.  

, 

111, DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BLOC 

Hanoi, optlolietic ov'er Liet Cone proe- 
pecte, continuee to  encourage French; 
appeale to  Geneva co-phairpen to deter 
US "achenee" .to enlarge war. Moscow 
#purring ln termt iona l  concern war might 
eacalate.  
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THIRD OO~TRY DEVELOPMENTS , " 

De Gaulle spokesmen continue to urle ' 
neutralist solution; overtures tor ne.' " 
work~nl relationships between SailoD 
and Taipei. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE BLOC 

Hanoi, optimistic over y'iet ConI pros­
pec~s, continues to encourale Frenchl 
appeals to Geneva co-~hair~en to deter 
US "schemes" ,to enlarge war. Moscow 
spurring international concern war .'Ibt 
e"ealate. 
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I .  SITUATION WITHIN SOUTH VIETNAM * ,: 

A ,  P o i r i  !cal Bi tur t ion:  
--a,-. 

Govo~,.nment Orgapization and Image - .--*--r , 
1 .  Oenerhl Khanh, a s  cha iman  of the  M i l i t a r y  

Revolutionary Council, has issued some deorees  t o  
c l w r i f y  t h e  formal structure of h i e  government. An 
amcndment t o  t h e  provis ional  consti tution legalizee 
t h e  appointment of former Council chairman General 
Duong Van "Big" Minh a s  chief of s t a t e .  Khanh has 
a l so  defined t h e  supervieory r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of hie  
three deputy premiers. Deputy Premier for  Pac i f i ca -  
t i o n  Nguyen Ton Hoan directs tho minietriee of ln- 
terior,  defense, publ ic  works, r u r a l  a f f a i r s  and 
information, and t h e  commissariata of youth and "new 
r u r a l  life" (formerly e t r a t e g i c  hamlets). Deputy Pre- 
mier for Socia l  Affairs General Do MPU eupervisee edua- 
t i o n ,  hea l th ,  labor ,  and the s e c r e t a r i a t  for e o c i a l  

Deputy Premier Nguyen Xuan Oanh ie overseer  
for economy .and finance.  

T h i e  breakdown confirms t h e  prominence of 
Nguyen Ton lioan, l eade r  of t h e  southern f a c t i o n  of 
t h e  Dai Viet p a r t y  (see Annex) who returned from 10 
years  of exile in P a r i s  a t  Khanh's request. 
w i l l  be t h e  cabine t  member responaible fo r  prosecu- 
t i o n  of t h e  war effort i n  its major militar;, civic 
act ion,and propaganda aspects. lie is by r e p u t a t i o n  
competent and anti-Communist, but he zecent ly  hedged 
his answers t o  some P a r i s  press queries od t h e  aub- 
ject  of neutralism. A t  present  it is not  Qossible  
t o  a s s e s s  t h e  ex ten t  of Hoan'e local following a f t e r  
his decade of e x i l e ,  o r  hie Sami l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  
current s i t u a t i o n .  
Lodge, Hoan .devoted himeelf l a rge ly  t o  a d i a t r i b e  
aga ins t  the Diem regime and gave l i t t le ind ica t ion  

' of having devised a epecific program. A 19 February 
p.rese conference by Hoan and other leading' m i n i s t e r s  
a l s o  euggeets:thatthe cabinet  ha8 not  y e t  developed 
8 smooth working re la t ionship .  
and 1617) 

on t h e  baeia of h i s  performance t o  date, ae in- * 
t e l l i g e n t ,  quick t o  grasp problem, un ru i i l ed ,  and 
more able '  than the e a r l i e r  jun ta  leadem. Lodge 

. ac t ion .  
(EMBTEL 1809) 

_- 

Aoan 

9 

I n  a conversation wi th  Ambassador 

(See Embtels 1590 

Ambassador Lodge assesses  General Khanh, 2. 
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SITUATION WITHIN SOUTH VIETNAM 
. . . ~ , ' 

, , 
" 

A. Pohtl.cal Situation: 
--.-~."....... 

G()ve~'<l,~m .Organization and Image 

1. Gener~4 Kbanb, as cbairman of the Military 
Revolutionary Council, bas issued SOme decrees to 
cJarify the formal structure ot his lovernaent. An 
amendment to tbe provisional constitution legalize. 
the appointment of former Council chairman General 
Duong Van "Bil" Minb as cbief of state. Kbanb bas 
also defined tbe su»ervisory responsibilitie~ of bis 
three deputy premiers. Deputy Premier for Pacifica­
tion Nguyen Ton Hoan directs tbo ministries of In­
terior, defense, publiC workS, rural affairs and 
information, and tbe commissariats of youtb and "new 
rural llte" (formerly strategic hamlets). Deputy Pre­
mier tor Social Affairs General Do M~u supervisee edua­
tion, bealtb, labor, and th_ seeretariat fur soeial 
action. Deputy Premier Nguy~n Xuan Oanb is ov~rseer 
for economY'and finance. (EMBTBL 1609) 

'-- ""'This breakdown confirms tbe prominence of 
Nguyen Ton Hoan, leader of tbe southern faction of 
tbe Dai Viet party (see Annex) wbo returned from 10 
years of exile in Paris at Kbanb's request. Hoan 
will be tbe cabinet member responsible for prosecu­
tion of tbe war effort in its major militar~, civic 
action,and propaganda aspects. He is by reputation 
competent and anti-Communist, but he recently bedged 
bis answers to some Paris press queries oQ the sub­
ject of neutralism. At present it is not possible 
to assess tbe extent of Hoan's local following afte~ 
bis decade of eXile, or his familiarity witb the 
current situation. In a conversation wltb Ambassador 
Lodge, Roan .devoted himself largely to a diatribe 
against tbe Diem regime and gave little indication 
of baving devised a specific program. A 19 February 
p~ess conferenee by Roan and other leadlns'mlnisters 
also suggests:that the cabinet bas not yet developed 
• smooth working relationship. (See Embtels 1590 
and 1617) 

2. Ambassador Lodge assesses General Ebanb, 
on the basis of bls 'performance to date, as in- ' 
telUgent" quick to grasp problems, unruffled, and 
more able thaD tbe earlier Junta leaders. Lodge 
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I. 
# .  

accompanied Khanh on 26 Bebruary to 3ay Ninh Province,  
where Khanh, by pledging vigorous prosecut ton of t h e  
war effort and promising t i t les t o  lands now occupied, 
evoked coneiderablu response from some 2,OOO.followers 
of t h e  Cao Dai politico-religious sect. 
appointed a CSO Dai general ,  I;e Van Tat,, a s  Tay Ninh 
Province chief. (Bmbtel 1641) 

t o  demonstrate his l;srsonal interest i n  t h e  r u r a l  pop- 
ulace.  His promrse of land titles sugges ts  he may btt 
amenable to f u r t h o r  land reform measures, which could 
evoke increased peasant support. He appears  t o  be i m -  
plementing a poliay of appointing l o c a l  off ic ia ls ,  i f  
qua l i f ied ,  who represent dominant r e l i g i o u s  or poli t i -  
c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n a  i n  their areas .  I n  Tay Ninh P r o v i ~ ~ c e ,  
Cao Dai followers make up about a t h i r d  of t h e  popula- 
t i o n  and could provide considerable t r a i n e d  m i l i t a r y  
support t o  t h e  xegime, a f t g r  long d i s a f f e c t i o n  from 
t h e  Diem governneat. The province itself harbors  a 
major-iet Cong base area--the site of its C e n t r a l  
Office--and l a r g e  concentrat ions of r e g u l a r  Wet COng 
forces. The Cao Dai have given some i n d i c a t i o n .  t h a t  
t hey  desire some form of autonomous s ta tue,  and there 
are recent  reports which ind ica t e  some Cao Dai apathy 
toward t h e  new regime. 

v a s t  t r a i n i n g  program for c i v i l  admin i s t r a to r s  a t  a l l  
echelons to  t a k e  over i n  v i l l a g e s  and hamlets a s  pac- 
i f i c a t i o n  is completed by t h e  mil i tary.  
T h i s  plan ind ica t e s  Khanh's readiness  to  t a c k l e  t h e  
shortage of good adminis t ra tors ,  and a u g g e ~ t s  he may 
avoid any sudden, wholesale r e shuf f l e  of 1oCal .of f i -  
C i a 1 8  which could add to present  confusion. R e  has 
reportedlp,however, not  y e t  issued any over-al lguid-  
ance to  incumbent r u r a l  adminis t ra tors .  T h i s  Short- 
coming has probably contr ibuted to  the lack  of gov- 
ernment a c t i v i t y  noted i n  some c r i t i o a l l y  insecure  
provinces near  Saigon and i n  t h e  north.  

4. Khanh s a y s  he is requi r ing  a l l  government 
members to list t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  holdings, and w i l l  
punish severely any grafters. * (Embte l  1595) He has 
made more a r r e s t @  among Diea'a former minis te re ,  and 
apparent ly  plane to  bring those accused of malfoasanco 
t o  e a r l y  t r i a l .  

Khanh also 

Khanh ha8 been making a series of f i e l d  tr$ps 

3. Khanh has  also asked US cooperation i n  a 

(Embtel 1595) 

I n  addi t ion ,  t h e  new regifiq baa cZorred .some newspapera alleged t o  be i n  gympathy with t h e  
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accompanied Kbanh on 26 February to Tay Ninh Province, 
where Khanb, by pledging vigorous prosecutton of the 
war effort and promising titles to lands now occupied. 
evoked conslde~abla response from some 2,OOO,followers 
of the Cao Dai poUtico~reUg~ous sect. Khanh also 
apPointed a Cao Dal Beneral, La Van Tat, as Tay Ninb 
province cbief. (Bmbtel 1641) . 

Kbanb ba. been makinB a series of field tr~ps 
to demonstrate bis ~.r.onal interest in the rural pop­
ulace. His promIse of land titles suggests be may btt 
amenable to furtbar land reform measures, which could 
evoke increased peasant support. He appears to be im­
plementing a policy of appointing local officials, if 
qualified, wbo represent dominant religious or politi­
cal affiliations ln tbeir areas. In Tay Ninh Province, 
Cao Dai followers make up about a tbird of the popula­
tion and could provide COnsiderable trained military 
support to tbe "8gime, aft!i'r long disaffection from 
tbe Diem coverno8ut. Tbe province itself harbors a 

, ' 

major~iet CODg base area--tbe site of its Central ___ 
Office--aDd larg"! concentrations of regular Viet Cong 
forces. Tbe Cao Dai bave given some indication', tbat 
they desire some form of autonomous status, and there 
are recent reports wbicb indicate some Cao Dai apathy 
toward tbe Dew regime. . 

3. Khanb has also asked US cooperation in a 
vast training program for civil administrators at all 
echelons to take over in villages an4 bamlets as pac­
ification is completed by the military. (Embtel 1595) 
This plan indicates Kbanh's readiness to tackle the 
shortage of good administrators, and suggests he may 
avoid any sudden, wbolesale reshuffle of local,offi­
cials wbich could add to present confusion. He has 
reportedlY,however, not yet issued any over,-all guid-

, ance to incumbent rural administrators. This sDort_ 
coming bas probably contributed to the lack of gov­

, eroment activity noted in some critioally insecure 
provinces near Saigon and in tbe nortb. 

4. Kbanb say8 be is requiring all government 
members to list tbeir financial boldings, and will 
punisb severely any grafters. ' (Bmbtel 1595) Be has 
made more arrests among Diem's former ministers, and 
apparently plans to bring tbose accused of malfeasance 
to early trial. In addition, tbe new regi.~ bas closed 
80me newspapel'8 aUaled to be in 8,.pathy witb the' . , 
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former Diem regime, (Embtel 1609)'Xhanh has  been SuS-' ' ' * : ' *  

pected i n  some q u a r t e r s  o i  sympathy for t h e  D i e m  re- 
gime, and these moves a r e  designed i n  p a r t  t o  demon- 
s t r a t e  (1 c lean  sweep, If properly cal 'ried o u t ,  they 
would help to reduce t h e  problems of cor rup t ion  and 
lack of swift j u s t i c e  which i n  t h e  p a s t  al ienated 
maby Vietnamese. Khanh has y e t ,  however, to  docu- . 
ment h i s  oharges of pro-French p l o t t i n g  agalnat ar- 
rested genera ls  of t h e  ousted Jun ta ,  or  to  i n d i c a t e  
when they  r a y  be tr ied.  

Relations Olitb France 
c 

5. Foreign Minis ter  Pham Buy Ouat told the  US 
Embassy on 27 February t h a t  there a r e  two schoole of 
thought ' in the  government, one advocating a complete 
break of diplomatic r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  France, and tho 
other r e s t r a i n t .  He Indicated t h a t  he led t h e  l a t t e r  
school ,  and was recommending t h a t  South Vietnam take 
no i n i t i a t i v e  i n  i t s  re la t i t rne wi th  France, bu t  look 
toward t h e  eventual ambassadqrial exchange. (Embtel 

s idega t ion  of an e a r l y  break i n  r e l a t i o n s  by South 
Vietnam, apparent ly  based i n  p a r t  on rumor8 t h a t  
France was about t o  recognize North Vietbam. Com- 
monwealth souroee tend to confirm Quat'a p o s i t i o n  a5 
he has s t a t e d  it, and ind ica t e  t h a t  South Vietnam has 
had some discussions wi th  the French over possible 
eas ing  of import r e s t r i c t i o n s  on French goods. 

Dur ing  his t r i p  t o  Tay Ninh, Khanh i n s i s t e d  
t o  Lodge t h a t  there was a French plot  t o  a s s a s e i n a t e  
him, b u t  offered no evidence. Be was, however, under 
heavy s e c u r i t y  guard. Rhanh also appeared r ecep t ive  
t o  Lodge's suggestion ' . t h a t  *he:..try'. t& paci fy  ' 
Bone one area quickly and give wide p u b l i c i t y  to  any 
such success, i n  order t o  d i spe l  gloomy press report- 
ing  from Vietnam. (Embtel 1841) There is no evidence 
of any French as sas s ina t ion  plot, and it is poss ib l e  
t h e  charge was made t o  support some comtemplated mov0 
aga ins t  t h e  French. Khanh's unusual s e c u r i t y  pre- 
cautions, however, may represent aincere concern over  
some 6uSpeCtad French or other i n t e r n a l  p l o t t i n g .  

Ndutralism 

. 1640) There have been some reports i n d i c a t i n g  con- - 

6 .  

7 .  Neutralist sentiment is increas ing  both i n  
8aigon and i n  the  countryside,  acoordiag to  some labor 
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former Dlelll regime. (Elllbtel 1609)' Khanh has been sus",' ,. ,i .. '. t 
pected in some quarters of sympathy for the Diem re- . 
Sime, and these moves are designed In part to delllon-
strate a clean sweep. If properly carried out, tbey' 
would help to reduce the problems of corruption and 
lack of swift justice wbicb in the past alienated 
man'y Vietnamese. Kbanb has yet, however, to docu-
ment his cbarges of pro-French plotting against ar-
reated generals of the ousted junta, or to indicate 
when they may be tried. 

Relations With France -5. Foreign Minister Pbam Buy Quat told tbe US 
Embassy on 27 February that tbere are two schools of 
thought'inthe government, one advocating a complete 
break of diplomatic relations witb France, and tbo 
other restraint. He indicated tbat he led the latter 
school, and was recommending that South Vietnam take 
no initiative in its relatians with France, but look 
toward tbe eventual ambassadQrial exchange. (Bmbtel 
1640) Tberebave been some reports indicating con- ---
siduation of an early break in relations by Soutb 
Vietnam, apparently based in part on rumors that 
FranQe was about to recognize North VietAa~. Com­
monwealth sources tend to confirm Quat's position as 
he bas stated it, a.nd indicate that South Vietnam has 
bad some discussions with the French over possible ' 
eaSing of import restrictions on French goods. 

, 
,6. During bis trip to Tay Ninh, Khanb insisted 

to Lodge that there was a French plot to assassinate 
him, but offered no evidence. Be was, however, under 
heavy security guard. Khanh also appeared receptive 
to Lodge's suggestion '"that 'he::::try", :to pacify , 
some one aren quickly and give wide publicity to any 
such success, in order to dispel gloomy press report­
ing from Vietnam. (Embtel 1641) There is DO evidence 

.ot any French assassination plot, and it is possible 
the charge was made to support 80me comtemplated mov~ 
against the Frencb. Khanb's unusual security pre­
cauttons, bowever, may represent sincere concern over 
80me suspected French or other internal plotting. 

N£lut'r.al1sm 

7. Neutralist sentiment Is increasing both In 
Saigon and In the countrYSide, according to 80me labor 
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I ' leader. with exteneive'contacts. They be l i eve 'neu -  
t ra l ism i s  viewed by many r u r a l  i nhab i t an t s  as mean- 
lng  an  end t o  the war, A Vietnamese o f f i c e r ,  Lt. 
Col. Tran Ngoc Chau, a po l i t i ca l  a d v i s e r  i n  t h e  Sa i -  
uon area, a l tmhae repor t ed  t h a t  t h e  idea of neu- 
tralism is i nc reas ing ly  attractive t o  sfudente in 
Saigon who lack confidgnce in t h e  new regime. (CIA 
SaigOn TDCS-3;573,581) These comments support o t h e r  
signs t h a t  there may be ex tens ive  war-weariness in 
South Vietnam. Several r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
two r e c e n t  coups i n  Saigon, coupled wi th  t h e  impact 
no t  on ly  of r e c e n t  large-scaloCommaunist attacks, 
but  of c o w t a n t  V i e t  Cong harassment of t h e  r u r a l  
populace,  eave raised doubts  about  t h e  government'o 
a b i l i t y  t o  provide  p r o t e c t i o n  against t h e  Viet Cong, 
much less v ic to ry .  
cept ~f Seing l e f t  a l o n e  ra ther  than  of a s t ep  to- 
ward Communist c o n t r o l ,  

A belief i n  eventual. Communist v i c t o r y  is 
r e p o r t e d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  among t h e  large Chinese com- 
munity in Saigon-Cholon, and is becoming more i n -  

. tense as a r e s u l t  of neutralist  t a l k  and u n c e r t a i n t y  
over  US i n t e n t i o n s .  Rome Chinese leaders have also - 

, r epor t ed  inc reased  a c t i v i t y  i n  r e c e n t  months by Chi-  
nese, Communist agen t s  i n  t he  cap i t a l  area. (Embtel 
1632) Recent e d i t o r i a l s  i n  Saigon newspapers a l s o  
appear t o  be seek ing  firm i n d i c a t i o n s  of US s u p p o r t  
f o r  t h e  Khanb regime. 

' 

* 

Neutralism may convey a conr 

8 .  

There seems t o  be l i t t l e  ques t ion  t h a t  
press s t o r i e s  of  poss ib l e  US po l i cy  chqnges and of  
US concern over d e t e r i o r a t i o n  in South Vietnam are 
adding t o  l o c a l  r e s t iveness . .  Widespread concern 
in theeconomlcal1Sr powerful Chinese comlilunity could  
be qu ick ly  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  bus iness  pan ic  and f n f l a -  
t i o n a r y  p res su res . .  Recent Viet Cong propagandq iden- 
t i f y i n g  an a f f i l i a t e  of t h e i r  L ibe ra t ion  F rbn t  appa- 
ra tus  wbich pu rpor t s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  OvetWW3 Chinese 
rppeare t o  reflect an increased Communist e f for t  , 
among t h e  Chinese, who had been kept p o l i t i c a l l y  
dormant under Diem. . .  

Coup P l o t t i n g  

9. The South Vietnamese marine brigade con- 
m n d e r ,  Lt. Col. NguyGiI Ba Lien,. is r epor t ed  by a 
conf idan t  to  have s t a t ed  t h a t  a coup a g a i n s t  t h e  
Ulanh regiw Is d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h e  p lanning  ratags and 
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leaders with extelUli.vt contacts. They beUeve' neu- ',' 
traUs. is viewed by II&liy rural inhabUants as mean-, 
ing an end to the war. A Vietnalllese off1cer, Lt. 
Col. Tran NloC Chau, a poUtical adviser in the Sai­
gon area, also'haa reported that the idea of neu­
tralism is inc1'8asinlly attractive to s,tudents in 
Salgon who lack confidence ln the new regime. (CIA 
Salgon TDCS-3~573,581)' These comlllents support other 
81sns that tbere may be extensive war-weariness in 
South Vletnam. Several reports indicate that the 
tWD recent coups in Saison, coupled with the impact 
not only of recent larse-scale Communist attacks, 
but of co~tant Viet Cons harassment of the rural 
populace,_ tLaveraised doubts about the sovernment't>I 
-ability to provide protectiun asainat the Viet Coni, 
much less victory. Neutralism may convey a con~ 
cept ~! bQinl left alone rather than of • step to-
ward COlllmunist control. ' 

8. A belief in eventual Communist victory is 
reportedly increasing among the large Chinese com­
munity in Saigon-Cholon, ana is becoming more in-
tense as a fesult of neutralist talk and uncertainty 
over US intentions. ~ollle Chinese leaders have also ___ 
I""eported increaaed activity in recent months by CU­
nese, Communist acents in the capital area. (~btel 
1632) Recent editorials in Saigon newspapers also 
appear to be seeking firlll indications of US support 
for the Khan~ regime. 

There seems to be little question that 
press stories of possible US pollcy c~~nges and of 
US concern over deterioration in South Vietnam are 
adding to local restiveness.' Widespread concern 
in theeconomicai~ powerful Chinese community could 
be quickly translated into business panic and infla­
tionary pressures., Recent Viet Cong propagand~ iden­
tifying an affiliate of their Liberation Front appa­
ratus wbich purports to represent Overseas Chinese 
appears to reflect an increased Commu~ist effort • 
a.ong the Chinese, who had been kept politically 
dornuant under Diem. . 0 .. ' 

Coup Plotting 

9. The South Vietnamese lIIarine brigade com­
mander, Lt. Col. NguYGil Ba Llen,' is reported by a 
CODfidant to have stated that a coup against tbe 
Ibanb reli .. 18 definitely in the pIanniDI stage a~d 
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commented tha t  another coup would be dtsastrous,  
bu t  that  he would have t o  face a decision on commit- 
t i n g  marine u n i t s  If W\anh is unable t o  ra l ly  sup- 
port wi th in  t h e  next,  two months, (CIA Saigon TDCS- 
DB-3,659,746) Another report indicates thot oiiicero 
i n  t he  armored brigade i n  t h e  Saigon area, as well 
aa the Self-Defense Corps commaoder, have also been 
approached recently to support a coup. T h i s  report  
asser t s  t h a t  t h e  plot involves several eenior offi- 
c e r ~ ,  including Deputy Chief of Staff for Security 
Oen. Duong Van Duo, 11 Corps Commander a n .  Do Cae . 
T r i ,  III&oT~s Commander Geo, t a m  Van Phat, and 
Saigon prefect Col. Duong Ngoo Lam, (CIA Baigon 
TDCS-3,578,831) 

Uanh ie.reported t o  have established 
two intelligence nets t o  monitor the  a t t i t u d e s  of 
certain officers and u n i t s  and to detect any coup 
plotting. One n e t  allege'dly uses oificere wi th  Dal 
V i e t  P a r t y  ties, (CIA Saigon TDCS-3,573, ) T h i s  
watchdog system copies former President Diem's use - of t h e  Can Lao organization, which led to consider- 
able pol i t i ca l  favoritism w i t h i n  the m i l i t a r y  and - 
ultimately fai led to  protect Diem. 
use of Dai V i e t  a f f i l i a t ed  officers may Xead to  in- 
creased resentment over Rhanh's apparent intentions 
t o  mold various D a i  Viet factions i n t o  a key govern- 
ment po l i t i ca l  vehicle. The other intell igance ne t  
described in the  report . includes aome of the  offi- 
cers who are themselves alleged t o  be'plott ing.  
Khaah hae a l so  made use of anotber Diem practice of 
neutralizing disaffected off icers  by transferr4ng 
thetn from strattgic commands or moving their  un i t s  
out of t h e  Saigon area. Some examples a re  the  ap- 
pointment of t he  former Armored Brigade chief in 
Saigon t o  a division command in the  do l t s ,  and t h e  
rumored replacement of the Special Forces chief. 

' 

PUrtherPlOr8, 

. 

i 
i 

Coup plott ing appears to  be only i n  foma- 
t i v e  stagea, and there are no clear'in'dicatione 
that any attempt is imminent. 
rupport for Khanh might help t o  dispel unce r t a in ty  
and reduce coup talk. 

Reassurances of US 

* .  
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that be bas bad 8ev.r~1 approacbes. ~leQalle&edly 
commented tbat another coup would be disastrous, 
but that be would have to face a decision on commit. 
tina marine. units if Kbanb is unable to rally sup­
port witbin tbe next. two months. (CIA SaiSQn TDeS-
08-3.669.146) Anotber report indicates that otticers 
in the armored brisad. in the 8ailon area. as well 
as the Self-DeteDse Corps commaader. have also been 
approached recently to support a coup. This report 
asserts tbat the plot involves several senior otfi­
cers. includins Deputy Chief ot St,ff tor Security 
Oen. Duons Van Duc, II Corps Co.mander Gen. Do Cae . 
Tri, 111~orps Commander GeQ. Lam Van Pbat, and 
Saigon prefect Col. Duons Mloe Lam. (CIA 8ailon 
TDCS-3, 573 .831) 

!banb is ,reported to bave establisbed 
two intelligence nets to monitor tbe attitudes ot 
certain officers and units and to detect any coup 
plottins. One net a1legeijly uses officerswitb Dai 
Viet Party ties. (CIA Saigon TDCS-3,573, ) This 
watchdog system copies former PreSident .Diem's use 
of the CaD Lao organization, which led to consider. 
able political favoritism within tbe military and --­
ultimately failed to protect Diem. Furtbermore, 
use of Dai Viet affiliated officers may lead to iD­
creased resentment over Khanb's apparent intentions 
to mold various Dal Viet factions iDto a key goverD­
ment political vebic1e. The otber intelligence net 
described in the report, includes some of the offi­
ce~s who are themselves alleged to be 'plotting • 
Khaah has also made use of another Diem practice of 
neutralizing disaffected officers by transferr~ng 
thelll from strat',sic commant1s or moving their units 
out of the Saigon are~. Some examples are the ap­
pointment of tbe former Armored Brigade chief io 
SaigoD to a divisioD command io the dolta, and the 
rumored replacement of the Special Forces chiet. 

o 

Coup plott ins appears to be ooly in toraa­
'ttve atalee, and tbere are no clear'in'dications 

. that anJ attempt is imminent. Reassurances of US 
support for ihanb milht help to dispel uncertainty 
and reduce coup talk. 
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Attacks on Americans 

10. Joint Vietnamese-US steps have been taken ' 

t o  improve security i n  t h e  face of Viet Cong terrorism 
targeted against US personnel, but General Khanh 
told Ambassador Lodge on 20 February that the  Wet 
Cong probably w i l l  t r y  t o  "outflank" the  tightened 
v e c u r i t y  measures. He said he ex cted some trouble 
i n  t h e  coming week. (Embtel 1641 p" Vietnamese se- 
curiJy officials have reports that  specific assassina- 
t ion attempts arevlanned against Lodge and General 
Harkins, and accordingly extra precautions are being 
taken. ' 

against a US NCO barracks in Long Xuyen, An Giang 
Province, causing some damage but  no casualties. 
T h i s  is t h e  first act  of,anti-American terrorism 
since the Kinh Do Theatre,bornbing i n  Saigou.on 16 
February : ' 

The Qiet Cong are offering a bounty equiv- 
a lent  to  $250 for each American ki l led.  
pamphlets havo a l so  been distributed i n  Saigon call- 
i n g  tor stepptld-up sabotage ac t iv i ty  t o  celebrate 
the  3 March anniversary of t h e  founding of t h e  Con- 
munis t  Lao Dong (Workers) Par ty  i n  1961. 

11. On 28 February a t e r ro r i s t  bomb exploded 

- - 
12. 

Communist 
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Attacks on Amer1caus 
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10. Joint Vie~namese-US steps bave been taken 
to improve security 1n the tace of Viet Cong terrorism 
tarseted against US personnel, but General Kbanh 
told Ambassador Lodge on 26 February that the Viet 
Cons probably w111 try to "outflank" the tlptened 
securit, measures. He said he exrcted 80me trouble 
in the comins week. (Babtel 1641 Vietnamese se­
cur\!y officials have ~eport. that specific assassina-, 
tion attempts are 'Planned against Lodge' and General 
Harkins, and accordingly extra precautions are beioS 
taken. ' 

11. On 28 February a terrorist bomb exploded 
against a US NCO barracks in Lons Xuyen, An Gians 
PrOVince, causins some damage but no casualties. 
This is the first act ot.antl-American terrorism 
aince the Klnh Do Theatre,bombing in Saigoo.on 16 
J'ebruary~ . -12. The Viet CODg are oftering a bounty equiv-
alent to $250 for each American killed. ComDlunlst 
pamphlets bavo also been distributed in Saigon call­
Ins tor stepptid-up sabotage actl.lty to celebrate 
tbe 3 March aDnlversary of the founding of the Com­
.uni8t Lao Dons (Workers) Party in 1961., 
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Viet Cong A c t i v i t x  

L Viet Cong a c t i v i t y  reported during t h e  past 
week does not i nd ica t e  any s i g n i f i c a n t  change in 
either tempo or pa t t e rn .  Small-scale a t t a c k s  or  am- 
bushes were reported da i ly  from f i v e  to seven prov- 
inces .  
i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  country, bu t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
northern c o a s t a l  province from Quang Tri through Binh 
Dinh, These incidents'took t.he form of harassing fire, 
kidnaping or int imidat ion of ' local o f f i c i a l s ,  propa- 

.gmda l e c t u r e s  t o  captive audiences, and in t e r f e rence  

* .  

I n  addi t ion ,  minor Viet Cong inc iden t s  occursed 

- - w i t h  buses and other forms of land t r anspor t .  - 
2. 

came i n  for t h e i r  s h a r e  of V i e t  Cong a t t e n t i o n  with 
a few reports of the  a c t u a l  des t ruc t ion  of hamlet de- 
fenses i n  Quang T r i ,  Pleiku,  Binh Thuan and Long An 
provinces, and many reports o f  haraasing fire or t h e  
kidnaping or assass ina t ion  of hamlet o f f i c i a l s .  

Although no major armed a t t ac l t s  were reported, 
a m u l t i p l i c i t y  of small  a t t a c k s  caused minor c a s u a l t i e s  
among government personnel, p a r t i c u l a r l y  through ambush 
o f  convoys and t h e  mining of a t r a i n  i n  Blah Dinh Prov- 
ince. 

S t r a t e g i c  hamlets i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  country 

3. 
* 

4, There have been no reports during t h i s  period 
.of any s ignif icant  North Vietnameee m i l i t a r y  aCtiV4ty 
in South Vietnam. 

. - ... m i l i t a r y  Indica tors  

5. COMIISUCV*s acceptance of another Viet Cong . 
b a t t a l i o n  wi th  a etrength of 700 personnel r a i a e s  the 
t o t a l  number confirmed t o  43. This  new b a t t a l j m  op- 
erates i n  t h e  r r au th res t e rn  part  o f . t he  de l ta  and ie 
compoeed of three rifle companies, one S?-mm.recoilless 
riile company, one 76-mm.recoilless r if le company, an 
81-a1m mortar company, a s p e a i a l  aiseion company and a 
aed ica l  unit. .Another Viet Cong b a t t a l i o n ,  also i n  the 
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B. Military Situation 

Viet Cong Activitl 

~ Viet Cong activity reported during the past 
week does not indicate any significant change in 
either tempo or pattern. Small-scale attacks or am­
bushes were reported daily trom five to seven prov­
inces. In addition, minor Viet Cons incidents occur~ed 
in all parts of the country, but particularly in tbe 
northern coastal province trom Quang Tri tbrougb Binh 
Dinh. These incidents 'took t,he form of harassing fire, 
kidnaping or intimidation of'local officials, propa­

,ganda lectures to captive audiences, and interference 

" 
, ' 

" 

,,' 

" " 
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, with buses and other forms of ,land transport. ' - -
2. Strategic hamlets in all parts of the country 

came in for their sbare of Viet Cong attention with 
a few reports of the actual destruction of hamlet de­
fenses in Quang Tri, Pleiku, Binh Thuan and Long An ' 
p~ovinces, and many reports, of harassing tire or the 
kidnaping: or assassinati~n of hamlet officials. 

'3. Although no major armed attac~s were reported, 
a multiplicity of small attacks c'aused minor casualties 
among government personnel, particularly through ambush 
of convoys and the mining of a train in Binb Dinh Prov­
ince. 

4. There have been no reports during tbis period 
,of any significant North Vietnamese mUita'ry activ~ty 
in Soutb Vietnam. 

Military Indicators .. .. ' 

S. COMUSMACV's acceptance of another Viet Cong 
battalion with a strength of 700 personnel raises the 
total number confirmed to 42. This new battalJ~n op­
erates in the :"scsuthwestern part of,the delta and Is ' 
composed of ~bree rifle companies, one 57-mm.recoilless 
rUle company, one 75-mm. recoilless rUle compan)" an 
81-11m mortar company, a special mission company and a 
•• dical unit. ,Another Viet COllg battallon, also in the' 
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d e l t a ,  is accepted with increased s t r e n g t h  i n  per- 
sonnel  and i n  heavy weapons, including an a n t i n i r -  
craft company, a S7-mm.recoilless r?fle company ond 
a 7b-m~.recoilless rifle company. 

6. Evidence of increasing Viet Cong m i l i t a r y  
c o p a b i l i t y  c o n t r a s t s  sharp ly  wi th  t h e  absence of 
major or "main force" a t t a c k s  throughout t h i s  peri- 
od. The widespread minor incidents  and harassments, 
on t h e  other hand, demonstrate the  continuing Com- 
m u n i s t  i n t e n t f o n ' t o  a g g ~ a v a t e  s e c u r i t y  condi t ions  

c and to  continue the  erosiun of public confidence in 
t h e  government throughout t h e  r u r a l  a reas .  

V i e t  Cong incidents  were reported from 10 
of t h e  13 c r i t i c a l  provinces, and occurred i n  a t  
l e a s t  14 noncr%tik!al. provinces as well. A recent  
report from COMISIlACV estimates t h a t  i n  23 of t h e  
Republic of Vietnam's 43 grovinoes t h e  Viet Cong 

same report states t h a t  t h e  Viet Cong exero ise  80% 
con t ro l  i n  Phuoc Tuy, a noncri"XCa1 prOVinCe. It 
t h u s  appears t h a t  Phuoc Tuy should be comridereMs 
a p o s s i b l e a d d i U o n t o  t h e  list of cr i t ical  provinces. 

7. 

. dominate more than 50 percent of t h e  area.' The 

a 

ARVN A c t i v i t y  

8 .  ARVN operat ional  a c t i v i t y  aga ins t  t he  V i e t  
Cong showed a 
low period of the lunar  New Year's holiday. 
great majority of t h e  reported operat ions consisted 
of attempts to  "locate and destroy" V i e t  Cong re- 
g iona l  companies believed to  b e o g e r a t t n g i n  var ious 
provinces. I n  658 of 672 small  u n i t  opera t ions  con- 
ducted during tho  period 17-23 February, ARVN u n i t e  
reported "no contact" with Communist elements z T h i s  

Viet Cong underlines t he  long-standing d i f f i c u l t i e s  
, of bringing government forces t o  grips w i t h  a habit-  

u n i t  (lese than b a t t a l i o n  size r ARVN opera t ions  took ' 
place  i n  I Corps, thus repeating t h e  p a t t e r n  of t h e  
preceding week. 
inces  appears t o  reflect t h e  government's recogni t ion  
of increasing Wet Cong c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  area. 
The Communists have ac t iva ted  three main force bat-  - talion. i n  t b i s  region s i n c e  las t  October..!.(See .para- 
graph ,B1. above. 1 

moderate increase compared w i t h  t h e  
The 

. ' small  percentage of meaningful contac ts  with t h e  

ua11y e lus ive  enemy. . .  
i 

9. Yore than f i f t y - f i v e  r cen t  of t h e  smal l  

Thio emphask~ on t h e  northern prov- 
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delta, 1s accepted witb increased strengtb in per­
sonnel and in heavy weapons, including an antinir­
craft co.pany, a 57-mm.recoilless r~fle company and 
a 15-mm.recoilless ri~le company. 

. 6. Bvidence of increasing Viet Cons miUtary 
capability contrasts sharply with the absence of 
major or "mDin force" attacks throughout this peri­
od. The widespread minor incidents and harassments, 
on tbe other band, demonstrate the continuing Com­
munist intention'to agg~avate security conditions 

_ and to continue the erosi~n of public confidence in 
the government tbrougbout tbe rural areas. 

7. Viet Cong incidents were reported from 10 
of tbe 13 critical provinces, and occurred in at 
least 14 noncri'U'cal, provinces as well. A recent 
report from COMUS'~CV estimates tbat in 23 of tbe 
Republic of Vietnam's 43 'provinces the Viet Cons 
dominate more tban 50 percent of the area; The 
same report states tbat the Viet Cons exercise 8~ 
control in Phuoc Tuy, a noneri'n'cal province. It 
tbus appears that Pbuoc Tuy sbould be constd6re~s 
a possible addiUooto tbe list of critical provinces. 

ARW Activity 

8. ARW operational activity against tbe Viet 
Cong showed a moderate increase compared with the 
low period of the lunar New Year's ~9Iiday. The 
great majority of tbe reported operations consisted 
ot attempts to "locate and destroy" Viet Cons re­
gional companies beUeved to be ogerati'ng in various 
provinces. In 6580t 612 small unit operations con­
ducted during tho periQd 11-23 February, ARW units 
reported "no contact" witb Communist elements. 'Tbis 
small percentage of meaningful contacts with the 
Viet Cong underlines the long-standing difflcu~ties 

. ot bringing government forces to grips wltb a hablt-
uall1 elusive enemy. . , 

9. More tban fift1-five percent of the small 
unit (less tban battalion Size, ARVN operations took' 
place in I Corps. tbus repeating the pattern of the 
preceding week. Tbis ompbasi';J on the nortbern prov­
inces appears to reflect the government's recognition 
of increasing Viet Con~ capabilities in tbis area. 
The Coamunists bave activated tbree main lorce bat­
ta11on. in tbis re,ioo ainee last October.,!,(See 'para-
,rapb 81. above.) ; " 
.,'.. ' :.,' '. . -8- . I" . • • I' " 

.. '. " ,I .,' 

. ,.' 
. ~ ;. '., t.,:" , 

~. ." 
i·, , • 

" , ., • 'f, 
"', .' 

" 

.' . . 



A t t i t u d e s  Among t h s  P i l i t a r E  

la. A number of RepubLic of Vietnam armed 
forces  officer8 have expressed doubt a s  to  t h e  
a b i l i t y  of General Khan& t o  bold the  ngMon 4mv 
gether. These ofiicera stated that General Xhanb 
is unpopular with t h e  armed forcee and the  people 
because 04. the a r r e s t  of well-liked generals oi 
t h e  previous Junta, and because' of a belidf t h a t  
he is cont inuing  to ,appoint  formerly pro-Diem Of- 
ticers t o  replace other key oiiicere involved i n  
t he  1 November coup. 

These indications ofngrwing faat ionel-  
ism and disdruntlement on the  par t  of the awed  
forces  may be reflected in t he  eathusiasm and epiT- 
i t  With which they execute their ase3gnmente, in- 
cluding counterinsurgency operatione. The extent  . 

. oi  disaffect ion prevalent '  io t h e  armed forces is 
not meaaursable a s  ye t ,  but repczte tha t  General 
Khanh has placed officer8 loyal t o  him in key PO* 
yit ions t o  report on coup plot t ing is an indioa- . 
t ion of hie concern over th ie  problems a .  

.: * 
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10. The majority of the battalion-si~e or 
larser operations oonducted during this period took 
place in tbe III and IV Corps in the soutb. An av­
era,e of 21 such oper~tions were under way daU)" 
ot Which tbe largest, waa a d"(vl'aion-co.ntrol1ed qearcll­
and-clear operation in Hau Ngbia ProVince, betweeu 
Salgon and the Cambodian border. ' 

11. An engagement ~eBinnins on 26 February 
in Dlnb Tuonl Province between a brls.de-size 10V­
ernment force and a Viet. Cons unit of unknown size 
resulted in government losses of five killed, 23 
wounded, 19 missing in action and one bellcopter 
destroyed. The Viet Cons torce suffered known ca.­
valtlea ot five killed and three captured, before 
escapins. ' 

Attitudes Among tha Military , 
• 

12. A number ot RepubJic of Vietnam arm~d 
forces officers have expressed doubt as to the 
ability of General Ebanb to hold the ~on t.­
gether. These officers stated that Gen&ral J[hanb 
1s unpopular witb the armed forces and tbe people 
because of tbe arrest of well-liked senerals of 
the previous junta, and because' of a beliJf that 
be is continuing to ,apPoint formerly pro-Diem of­
ficers to replace other key officers involved in 
the I November coup. 

, , 
" These indications of 'growing factional­

ism and disgruntlement on'tbe pa~t of the armed 
forces may be reflected in the entbusiasm and spir­
it witb whicb they execute tbeir asslgnments, in­
cluding counterinsurgency operations. The exte~t 

,of disaffection prevalent'in the armed forces is 
, not measureable as yet, but re~~ts that General 

Ebanb has placed officers loyal to bim in key po­
.sinons to roport OD coup plotting is an indica­
tion of his concern over this problem. " 
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C. Economic S i t u a t i o n  

1. The pay raiee Khanh has promised.South Viet- 
n a ~ b o  m i l i t a r y  and parar i l i tary en1ie.ted personnel ,  
t o  cost an eetiaated 700 m i l l i o n  piaetere i n  1964, 
probably can  be handled wi th in  t h e  p r e s e n t l y  contea-  
plated budget deficit s t r u c t u r e .  The Mieelon, bur-. 

.over, has asked to r  and.been g iven  aesurancea  by 
Uashinuton tha t  ra rddi'iifonal Slobto $15 m i l l i o n  of ~ _ _ _ _  _ _  
economic a i d  c a n  be made a v r i i a b l e -  i f - r equ i r ed .  
I ab t e l  1611, ALMYI a335,) 

2, 8aigou o f f i c i a l s  re 'port  t h a t  t h e  rice sup- 
p ly , : i nc lud ing  r e q u i r e r e n t s , f o r  t h e  army, In i n  
jeopardy.  (TOArD2334,) Causes given  are  a smaller 
crop than  lae t  year'b, i n t e r d i c t i o n  by t h e  Wet 
Cong, and e p e c u l a t l o n  by rice merchants with French 
bank co l l abora t ion .  The message alerted Washington 
t o  a p o s s i b l e  need f o r  rice Shipn1ent8 f r w ' t h e  US 
t o  Seed t h e  army, 

Such shipments ,  when rice i e  known t o  exiet 
i n  ample q u a n t i t i e s  w i t h i n  100 miles OLSeigOp, would 
probably be tantamount t o  open admisaion either t h a t  
t h e  Viet Cong had seized c o n t r o l  oi t h e  coun t ry ' s  re- 
s o u r c e s  t o  such  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  government can- 
n o t  feed itself, or t h a t  governmental a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
and t h e  g e n e r a l  fabric of commercial l i fe  have broken 
darn completely. (Deptel 2184.) 

c 

. The erbasey concedse this i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  . b u t  has  asked f o r  and been given standby a u t h o r i t y  
t o  promise US rice %f requee ted ,  i n  order t o  he lp  
head off f u r t h e r  s p e c u l a t i o n  and Withholding. (EmbtB1 
1618, AIDTO 2335.) 
chase on t h e  open market i n  t h e  US, using  economic 
a id  funds ,  a i n c e  PL-480 rice is probably n o t  a v a i l d b l e .  

3. The price s t r u c t u r e  f o r  rice a s  p r e s e n t l y  9 

adminis te red  appears t o  place more emphasie on hold- 
ing'down t h e  price t o  t h e  urban ConauIper t han  on as- 
curing t h e  farmer a fair price f o r  h i s  product .  AID 
b e l i e v e s  t h a t ,  it the  peasant  can  be g iven  a f a i r  
price and assurances t h a t  h e  rill con t inue  t o  r e c e i v e  
i t ,  t h i s  would be-a mJor c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  war ei- 
fort .  

T h i s  would probably r e q u t r e  pur- 

: . . . . .  ., . .  
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C. lConoaic Situation 

1. The pay raiae Kbanh has promised, South Viet­
ft •••••• 11ltary .nd p.raallit.ry enlis~ed personnel, 
to cost .n estimated 100 .ll1ion pi.sters In 1964 
probably can be bandied within the preaently contea­
plated bud.et deficit etructure. The Mia.ion, buw-' 

, ,~ver, bas aaked for and ,been given aa.urances b, 
"asbington tbat all add1'1itollal $10'- to $15 aUlll)D of 
econoale aid can be .. de available it required. 
(Babtel 1812, AIDTn 2335.) , 

2. SaigoD officials report tbat the rice sup­
ply,', includ1ng requirements,\ for tbe army, is in 
jeopardy. (TOAID2334.) causea given ar~ a smaller 
crop tban last year's, interdiction by the Viet 
Cong, and speculation by rice lIIercbants with French 
bank collaboratioD. The aeasage alerted "asbington 
to a posslbl. need for rice shipments frOlll'the Ull 
to feed the a~my.' , 

, 

Such shipments, when rice is known to exist 
in ample quantitios within 100 miles ~Saig~ would 
probably be tantamount to open admis$ion either that 
tbe Viet Cong had seized control of the country's re­
sources to such an extent that tbe government can­
not feed itself, or tha,t iovernmental administration 
and the ,eneral fabric of commercial life have broken 
down compl~tely. (Deptel 2184.) 

, The tlll',bassy concedes this interpretation, 
• but has asked for and been given standby autbority 

to promise US rice 'if requested, in order to help 
head off further,speculation and withbolding,' (Embt-el 
1618, AIDTO 2335.) This would probably require pur­
cbase on the open market in the US, uain" economic , 
.id funds, aince PL-480 rice is probably not available. 

3, The price structure for rice as presently'· 
adainistered appears to place more emphasis on hold­
ing'down the price to the urban consumer than on as­
suring the farmer a fair price for his product. AID 
believes that, if the peasant can be given a fair 
price and assurances that he will continue to receive 
it, this would be'a major contribution to the war ef-
fort.' , 
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1. Edmond Wichelet, former Reach a i n i e t e r  of 
justice, reportedly is t e l l i n g  aasoc ia tee  he bas con- 
cluded t h a t  t h e  present regime i n  Saigon casnot win 
t h e  war either po l i t i ca l ly  or n i l i t a r i l y ,  even with 
US support. Yicholet, now a aeaber of t h e  Constitu- 
t i o n a l  Counoil, is described as an u n o f f i c i a l  spe- 
c i a l i s t  for 8outheaet A8hn affairs. ire is a life- 
long f r i e n d  and a s s o c i a t e  p i  General de Gaulle, and 
h i e  statemente probably oxprese De OIulle'i ,  views. 

1. Wichelet arguee t h a t  any s o l u t i o n . a u a t  in- 
volve a eet t lement  i n  which t h e  West coses t o  ter- 
i a t  elements i n  t h e  Viet Cong, it should bo possible 
t o  preserve t h e  formal independence of lllouth V i e t o a m  
under a V i e t  Cong or  coal i t ton regime. 
nam would then ' ~ i n o l i n e  toward a kind of unavowed 
neutral ism,  and Ch inese  expansion would be curbed, 
H i c h e l e t  comments t h a t  t h e  n e u t r a l i m t i o n  of 8outh 
V i e t n a m  can best be effected in a g-ral i8btraliza- 
t i o n  of a l l  SoutheaMt Asia, with US withdrawal, and 
w i t h  t h e  leading diplomatic role played by France. 
(CIA Paris TDCS3,574,087) 

Similar  views were expressed l a s t  week by 
t h e  Far East chief of t h e  French Foreign Minis t ry ,  
rho feels t h e  only s o l u t i o n  in South Vietnam is po- . l i t i c a l - - s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  negot ia t ion leading t o  neu- 
t r a l i t y .  (State TO Saigon 1305) 

in our  ana lys i a ,  corresponds t o  De Qau l l e*e  own v i e r e  
on Southeast  Asia. 

The B r i t i s h  Embassy in Par is  a160 passed on 
a conversat ion i n  which t h e  French Secretary o f  State 
for  Foreign Affairs described r e p o r t s  t ha t  t h e  US 
night coneider e sca l a t ing  t h e  war in Vietnam as "ap- 
pa l l ing  and dangerous ," and prompted by t h e  demands 
of "US i n t e r n a l  po l i t i c s . "  
t h e  USSR's competition w i t h  Communist China for  in- 
i luence  would not permit Russia t d  stand i d l y  by i n  

With t h e  V i e t  Conga and that by encouraging D A t i O M l -  

North Viet- 

Both OP these r e p o r t s  reflect th ink ing  which, 

3. 

He f u r t h e r  etated tha t  
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A. French Pollcy: 

1. Edmond Mtchelet, form.r French atnteter of 
justice, reportedly ia tellin, assoctates he ba. COft~ 
eluded that the preaent relime ln Sallon cannot win 
the war elther polittcall, or .llltaril" e.en wltb 
US support. Mlch.let, now a .e.ber of the Coaatltu­
tlonal Council, 1. described a. an unofflclal .pe­
clallat for Southeaet Aslan affair8. ae i •• Ilfe­
Ion, friend and assoelate pI General de Gaulle, and 
hi. state.ents probabl, expre •• De Gaulle'. view •• 

2. Mlchelet ar,ue. that an7 801utlon,.uet in­
Yolve a settlement in w&lcb the Weat COme. to teras 
wttb the Viet Con" and t~at by encoura,lns aational­
ist elementa in tbe Viet Cons, It sbould be possible 
to preserve the formal independence of South Vletaaa 
ullder a VietCong or coaUU'on re,ime. Hortb Viet­
nam would then ":l.n!)1ine towa17d a kind of unayowed 
'neutralism, and Chinese expansion would be curbed. 
Michelet comments that tbe neutrallzatlon 01 South 
Vietnam can best be effected in a gllira1 alUtraliza­
tion of all Soutbeast ASia, with US withdrawal, and 
with the leadillS diplomatic role pla,ed b, Prance. 
(CIA Paris TDCS-3,574,067) 

slmilar Yiews were expressed last week b, 
the Far East cbief of tl,!e French Foreign Ministry, 
who feels the only solution in Soutb Vietnaa is po-

• litleal--specifically, negotlation leading to neu­
traUt,. (State TO Saigon 1305) 

80th ot these 'reports reflect thinking which, 
1n our analysAs, corresponds to De Gaulle's own .i~W8 
on Southeast Asla. 

3. The BriUsla Qubassy in Paris also passed on 
a conversatloD in wblcb tb~ French Secretary of State 
for ForeilD Affairs described reports tba~ tbe US 
.llht consider escalating tbe war in Vietnaa as trap.. 
paUing and dangerous, It and prompted b, the demands 
01 "US internal poUtic •• " He further stated tbat 
the USSR's competition witb Communist China for in­
fluence would not per_It Russia td stand idly by in 
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t h e  event of such a US cWr . (mb Parir 4007) 
These v i e w  are cdnaietent i th the  above French 
v i e r  that  the 8 l tuat lon i n  "a 8 uth Vietnam cannot be 
won m i l i t a r i l y  and that hrnce'8 proposal for neu- 
t r a l i z a t i o n  oifer t h e  West a way to avoid e i t h e r  
defeat or a major o o n i l l c t  with the  bloc. 
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the event 01 .uch a US c·ouI'J

1
'. . (S.b Parle '''067)' , 

The •• vi ... are cdn.latent w th the above Frencb 
view that tb •• ltuation 1D S uth Viet ... caDnot be 
won .nUaI'U, and that mllce's proposal 101' neu­
tralization offer the We.t a wa, to avoid eitber 
defeat 01' a .. Jor cODflict with the bloc. 
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A ,  North Vietnamr 

The North Vietnamese told t h e  Canadians 
t h a t  t h e  Communlstrr coMld readi ly  match lacreases 
i n  US force8 and equipsent  i n  the  war, and t h a t  the 
Communists were aleo prepared to  deal with the pos- 
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  US might c a r r y  t h e  war t o  North 
Vietnam. (Saigoh*Emb5M)158B) ITh&s' Ile thtc'first time 
Hanoi has used diplomatic channels  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  
t ode te r the  US from escalating the  c o n i l i c t i n g  in 
South Vietnam. 

The North VmamePib.rTe also c o n t i n u i n g  
their  efforts to in f luence  t h e  French. A Vietnamese 
in.Parie Nguyen Van Chi, who is be l i eved  t o  repre- 
sent lio hi Ylnh nnd bas regular c o n t a c t s  with 
llichelet (see I f  A above) is reportedly promoting 
t h e  l i n e  t h a t  both the Vlet Cong and t h e  North V i e t -  
namese are "na t iona l  Commonlsts,ll have e t r o n g  neu- 
tralist sen t imen t s ,  an& are eager to  ma in ta in  t h e i r  
independence of the  Chinese. (CIA Phis TDCS-3,574, 057) I 

A more nrrcurate ve r s ion  oi the real North 
Vietnamese a t t i t u d e  toward n e u t r a l i t y  is con ta ined  
In t h e  12 February par ty  newspaper editorial e t a t i n p  
t h a t  t h e  North Vietnamese people %ill never  accept 
n e u t r a l i z a t i o n "  of North Vietnam. Mano1 clearly 
wishes t o  encouraue French meamre on the  US an'd 

.' -- a. 

3. 

t he  West ior P l ln&trall l  s o h i t i o n  In Boufh Vietnam. 
' (CIA/FBIS llanoi 12 Feb 64) - .. 

4. Banoi'a first oificial comment on t h e  spec- 
u l a t i o n  t h a t  the US might c a r r y  t h e  war to  North 
Vietnam was con ta ined  19 a a7 February no te . f rom 
t h e  North Vietnameee Foreign Yin iq t ry  to t h e  ' . 
Geneva co-chalrhen, B r i t a i n  and the P o v i e t  Union. 1 .  
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A. Morth Vleta.lIz 

The Mortb Vietna.ese told tbe Canadiane 
tbat the Communists could readl1J •• tcb Jacreases 
In U8 forces and equipment In the war, aDd that the 
Co.munlets were also prepared to deal witb tbe pos­
slbilit, tbat the US might carry tbe war to North 
Vietnall. (SailoD','Embl"1>1691l) JT"i.'lls tbe:'f1rst tille 
Hanoi haa uaed diplomatic chaDDels in attempting 
to deter the US from escalaUn, the conflicting io 
Soutb Vietnu. ' 

• 

2. The North Vi'ft'taa ....... re also cooUnu1Dg 
their efforts to influence tbe French. A Vietnameee 
iO'PArieLNau,en Van Clai, _0 is beUeyed to repre­
sent Ho ~i Mlnb ADd baa reaular contacts with 
Mlcbalet (see II A above) ie reportedly prODlotla, 
the lioe tbat both the Viet Cong and the North Viet­
aamese are ftnatlonai CommWlists, fI have strong neu­
tralist sentiments, ao6 are eager to maintain tbeir 
iDdependence of the Chinese. (CIA Paris TDCS-3,514, 
051) I 

3. A 1I0re accurate version of the real NOl'th 
Vietnuese attitude toward neutrality i8 contained 
in the 12 Pebruary partJ newspaper editorial statine 
that the Nortb Vietnamese people '~ill never accept 
neutraUzation" of Nortb Vietnu. Ranoi clearl7 
w1shes to encourage Prench pressure OD the US an~ 
the West for s "aeutral" solutton 1D Soutb Vietau. 

• (CIAIPBlS Hanoi 12 Feb 64) • .. 

4. Banol's flrat otticial cOIIaent on tbe spec­
ulation tbat the US lIisht carr7 tbe war to North 
Vietoaa was ~oQtalned 1~ a 21 February note ,from 
the Nortb Vi.toamese Foreign Mini"'tr, to" tbe' . 
Geneva Clo-cha1r*en, Britain and tbe ~ovi.t Union. '. 
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The note declared tbat  t h e  US must "bear f u l l  re- 
8ponsibillty" for  the consequences of euch actlon, 
but did mt specify any particular retaliation. 
The note called on t h e  bo-chairmen to take "t imely 
and appropriate" msaauree to check US "SchemeB" to  . 
onlarge the war. 

8. USSR - 
1. The of f i c i a l  Soviet statement oi 26 Febru- 

ary on Vietnca, while  dpmanding that  US forces leave 
South Vietnam, l i m i t s  itself t o  reiteiration of t h e  . 
general support of t h e  Soviet Qovernment and people 
for the  war i n  South Vietnam. I t  only  pledges t h a t  
t h e  "Soviet people" w i l l  render "necessary assist- 
ance" t o  t h e  war. 

2. Unofficial statements from b¶oscow,.however, 
hnve gone fu r the r .  Commentators and Soviet radio- 
broadcasts have implied that any significant escala- 
t ion,  particularly attacks'on North Vietnam 'would 
be met by armedWsistafRe from t h e  entire I tSoc i~ l i s t "  
world. 

s p u r  international apprehension of a major East-West 
confrontation over Vietnam, t h u s  generating pressure 
for a change i n  t he  08 policy of active mil i tary 
support to  Saigon. 

(TASS 25 Feb 64) 

(CIA/FBIS Uoscor 22-26 Feb 64) 

3. Such statements are probably designed t o  
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The note declared that the US must "bear full re­
sponsibilit)," tor tbe consequences of such aQUon, 
but did ~ot specif, an)' particular retaliation. 
The note called on the tso-chalrmen to take "Umel), 
and .pproprt.te" •••• ures to check US "schemes" to 
.nlarse the war. 

B. USSR 

1. Tbe official Soviet statelllent of 25 Febru- ' 
ar)' on Vie~na., wbile d,manding that US forces leave 
Soutb Vietuam, li.its itself to reiteration of the 
leneral support of the Soviet Qovernment and people 
for the war in Soutb Vietnam. It only pledges that 
the "Soviet people" will render "necessary assist­
.nce" to the war. (TASS 25 Feb 64) 

2. Unofficial statements from Moscow,' however, 
have gone further. Commentators and Soviet radio­
broadcasts bave implied triat an), significant escala­
tion, pa~ticularly .ttacks'on North'Vietnam,,'would 
be met by armed Wsistldlte from the entire 'Socia1;ist" 
world. (CIA/FBIS Moscow 22-26 Feb 64) 

3. Such st.tements are probably designed to 
spur international apprehension of a major East-West 
confrontation over Vietnam, thus generating pressure 
for a change in tbe VS polic)' of active military 
support to Saigon. ' ., . 
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1. The Dai Viet Quoc Dan Dang or  Greater Vie't-' 
nam Nationalist  Party, better known a s  t h e  Dai Y i e t ,  
has returned to  t h e  D o l i t i c a l ~ e c s n e . i n  L i g o n  v i th  

' 

t h e  formation of Khahh%. new government, 
i n  t h e  cabinet of a handful o f  politiciana--inelud- 
ing  Deputy Premier Nguyen Ton Iloan--assooiated w i t h  
t he  Dai W e t  has created t h e  iapreesion t h a t  an of- 
ganized p o l i t i c a l  party has gained a promineht poet- 
t i o n  i n  t h e  new regime. 

ganized p o l i t i c a l  party und ha8 never been more 
than a fac t iona l  coa l i t ion  af individual polLt ic ians  
holding vaguely&milar p o l i t i c a l  goale and banded 
toge ther  for  mutual a d m t a g e .  A t  l e a s t  s ince  lOSS, 
i n  f a c t ,  there has been no centralized par ty  stl'ik- 
ture. A number of quarreling fac t ions  headed by in- 
dividual  asp i ran ts  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  power have claimed 
t h e  par ty  labe l ,  but otherwise have had l i t t le  i n  
common beyond opposition t o  t h e  Ngo DinhDiemregime. 

heaence  

8. The Dai Viet, however, is not now a n  or- 

3. The Dai V i e t  was one o t  sevqral  na t iona l i s t ,  
anti-French mwements created or  abetted by t h e  Japa- 
nese i n  Iodochina during World'War 11.' While some OS 
its members t race  t h e i r  association t o  1939, t h e  Dai 
Viet does not appear t o  have had any formal exis t -  
ence prior t o  1943,'when an organization with thie 
t i t le  was formed i n  Tonkin (North Vietnam) by imtel- 
leo tua la  and mandarins opposed to  French rule .  

Along with other na t iona l ie t  organizatibns, 
, t he  Dai V i e t  supported t h e  Japanese-backed government 
of Premier Tran mong Kim formed by'Bao Da1 i n  March 
1915. When this government collapsed i n  the wake of 
t h e  Japanese surrender, the Dai V i e t  went i n to  po- 
l i t i ca l  eclipse. 

fraP French suppression of such other nationalist 
aoveaento a8 the Viet Minh and t h e  V i e t  Nam Quo0 Dan 
bang (VNQDD) t o  become t h e  leading na t iona l i s t  party 

4, 

3. Subsequently, however; t h e  Dai V i e t  profited 
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• 
The Dai Viet 

1. The Dat Viet Quae Dan Danl or Greater Ytet-' 
ftam Hatlonaltst Party. better known a. tbe nat Viet, 
has returned to tbe polUlcal"Bc" .. e,1D Sallon w.\tb 
the formation of Khanh'& Dew loY.romant. Presence 
In the cabinet of a haadful of pol1tlclans--l .. clud. 
lnl Deput, Premier Hsuyen Ton BoaD--associated wltb 
the Dai Viet bas created tbe i.pre •• lon that an or­
canized political party has Slined a proalnebt posl. 
tion in tbe new reslme. 

2. The Dai Ylet, bowever, i. not now an or­
ganized political party and bas Dever been more 
tban a factional coalition Df individual pollticlans 
holding vaBuely~mllar political coals and banded 
together for mutual adftntace. At least aince 1985, 
in tact, there bas been no centralized part, struc­
ture. A number of quarrelins lactlons beaded by in­
dividual aspirants for political power bave claimed 
the party label, but otherwise bave had little in 
cOmllon be,ond opposltlon .0 tbe KIO Dinh Di •• reslme. 

3. The Dai Ylet was one ot 8ev~ral nationalist, 
anti-French moyement. created or abetted b, tbe Japa­
nese In IQdocbina during World 'War II.' While some of 
its members trace tbeir association to 1939, tbe Dal 
Viet does not appear to have bad an, formal exist­
ence prior to 1943, when an orsanization with this 
title waa formed In Tonkin (Kortb Yietna.) by Intel­
lectuals and .andariDS opposed to Frencb rule. 

4. Along with other nationali8t orcaolzatibns, 
,the Dal Viet supported the Japaneee-backed covernment 
of Premier Tran Tronl Kim tormed b,'Bao 0.1 in March 
1945. Wben tbia loverClllent collapsed .to the wake 01 
tbe Japanese surrender, tbe Dal Ylet went Into po­
litical eclip ••• 

I. Subsequently, however; tbe Dal Yiet protited 
trom French suppression of sucb otber nationali8t 
.ov.MDte a. tbe Ylet Minh aDd tbe Ylet "II Quoc DaD 
DaD, (YHQDD) to become the leadlnl nationalist part, 
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tn-Tunkin.  It recruited s u p p o r t e r s  in t h e  local ad- : i  

5 '  

I 

. ,  ' :  Dinistratlve,  police and rrecurity forces and even- 
t u a l l y  8eCUred for on8 of i te  ablest leadere, Nguyen 
Huu Tri t h e  post o? Governor of Tonkin under t h e  Bao 
hi r d m h s t r a t i o n .  

"1 i 

1 

' Z  
I 

8.  Da1VI.t Intluence waxed and waned w i t h  Trl'rr 
own fmtunerr, deriving power not 60 much from its PO- 
l l t l c a l .  organization as from T r l %  personal prestige 
and ab i l i t y .  la t h e  nor th ,  t h e  Dai Viet was s t r o n g l y  
cha l len6ed  by t h e  temppral power of t h e  Ca tho l i c s ,  
par t icular ly  t h e  largely au to~omous ,  f e u d a l l y  organ- 
ized b i s h o p r i c s  of t h e  area. These bishoprics fielded 
t h e i r  ownora le saga ina t  t he  Viet Mink and dealt di- 
r e c t l y  w i t h  the French colonial admin ie t r a t ion ,  ignor- 
i n g  both t h e  governor and Buperor Bao Dai. 

7.  The French abandonment of North Vietnam t o  
t h e  Comuni s t s  i n  1994 l9f t  t h e  Dai V i e t  wi thout  a n  
organized  power base. 
Vietnamese Catholio refugees, i n  c o n t r a s t ,  bonsol i -  
dated thewoeXvee W u n d  t h e  new Ngo Din3  D:wa regime." 
The Dai Viet, never  a t r u l y  cohes ive  po l i t i ca l  party,  
r a p i d l y  d i s i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  small, mutual ly  h o e t i l e  
factions under minor leaders, each con t inu ing  t o  clala 
t i t l e  t o  t h e  Dai V i e t  banner i n  t h e  divided ranks  of 
Diem' s  p o l i t i c a l  opposi t ion.  

Although the.Dai Viet was for t h e  moat par t  
composed of no r the rne r s ,  one of itg'.earliesf; member8 
was Nguyen Ton Hnan, a sou the rne r  s t u d y i n 8  medicine 
i n  Hanoi a t  t h e  time o f ' t h e  par ty 's  foundjng. 
1947 he re tu rned  t o  h i s  homeland in t h e  s f m t h  t o  
create what has  since been known a s  t h e  "southern" 
f a c t i o n  of t h e  Dai Wet. 
he appears t o  have cooperated wi$h elements  of t h e  
D i l i t a r i l y  powerful Cao Dai sect i n  opposing both 
the French and t h e  Communiste. 

9. When t h e  eetabl iahment  oi . the .D iem 
government in 1954 brought Dai Viets and Catholics 
i n t o  po l i t i ca l  c o n f l i c t  i n  South Vietnam, Hoan went 
i n t o  vo lun ta ry  exile i n  France, r e t u r n i n g  t o  Saigon 
on ly  after the  30 January 1904 coup. U h i l e  he ap- 
p a r e n t l y  r e t a i n e d  some unorganized followers In South 
Vietnam, Hoan .d re r .b i a  eupbort primar1U frbm among 
other exiles i n  m a n c e  and t h e  United Btatee, where 

Its r i v a l s  among the  North 

8. 
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Though himself a Catholio, 

, , 

4· 
; 
• 

i • 

.} , 
• 
" , 
~ 
,-
• -, 

~ 

'. , 

I .. 
l 

• 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

~ "~; ................. . 

c' 
" 

~... . 
," , 

, , , 
• '. I 

tn'Tonkin. It recruited sUpporters in tbe local ad­
aiDlatrativ_, police and aecurity forces and even­
tuall, aecured tor one of its abl.at l.aders, Ngu,en 
Ruu Trll tbe post ot Governor of Tonkin under tbe Bao 
0.1 ada .istration. ' 

e. o.1-Vie' lntluence waxed and waned with Tri f • 

own f.,rtua.a. de .. bin, pow... not ao aueb froa Us po-, 
litlcal,orsanizatlon a. Iroa Trl's per80nal prestige 
and abilit,. In tbe nortb. tbe o.i Viot was 8tron&ly 
cballenged by tbe teappral power ot the Catbolics, 
particularl, the larsel, autonoaous, teudally ,orlan­
tzed bi8boprlcs of tbe area. Tbese bisboprics fielded 
tbeir owa a ... t •• a,aiut the net Min" aDd dealt di­
rectI, with tbe frencb colonial administration, igDor­
tng both tbe covernor and Emperor Bao 0.1. 

1. The french abandonment of Nortb Vietnam to 
tbe Co .. unists In 1954 l~ft the Dai Viet witbout an 
organized power bas.. Its rivals among tbe North 
Vietnamese catholio refugees, in contrast, consoli­
dated tbemaelves ~und tbe DewNgo Dinb D1~. regime~ 
The Dai Viet, never a truly cohesive polittcal party, 
rapidly distntegrated Into .aall, mutually bostile 
facUoDS uo-der minor leaders. eacb continuing to clal. 
title to tbe Dat Viet banner in tbe divided ranks of 
Diem's political opposition. 

8. Although tbe.Dat Viet was for the most part 
composed of nortbltrners, one of itfl:,earl1est members 
was Nguyen Ton HQan, a southerner studying medicine 
in Hanoi at the Ume of'tbe party's founding. In 
1941 be returned to bis bomeland 1n tbe s'Juth to 
create what has since been known as the "southern" 
tactlon of the Dal Viet. Thoulh himself a catbolic, 
be appears to haye cooperated with elements of tbe 
.llltarlly powert~l Cao Dal sect In opposing both 
the French and tbe Communists • 

I. W'en the establlshment·of ·the .Dtem 
coveroment in 1954 brought Dai Viets and catholics 
into polittcal conflict in South Vietnam, Hoan went 
lnto voluntary eXile in France, returning to Saigon 
only after the 30 January 1964 coup. While h. ap­
parenU, rfl.talned 80me 'lnorpllized followers in South 
Vi.tna.; Hoan,drew-hie support primaril, fro. .mone 
otber exil •• 1ft france and the United statea. where 
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he lobbied a8 a M t i O l M 1 i S t  Opponent O f  Diem. Re 
thua avoided t h e  ecare and s ta ins  autiered by do-. 
aeatia tact ional  leadere during the  Diem decade. . 

10. Whether ex i l e s  i n  Parie or outcaete in 
Saigon none of t h e  many c l a i m n t s  t o  t he  Dai Vlet 
heaion or  organizing a b i l i t y  and it.As doubtful 
t h a t  any centralized naf-,.; onaiiet organization now 
e x i s t s  i n  South Vietnam. .There are eigm that  the 
new regime in Saigon is t r y i n g  t o  w e  the aura of 
t h e  Dai V i e t  name t o  recreate a polit ical  organiw- 
tion. In t ire a new Dai Viet Quoc Dan Dane m y  be- 
come a real factor  of the  South Vietnamese po l l t i -  

party i abel has ever given any appearance of 00- 
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be lobbied a. a aatio'~llst opponent of Dl... ae 
thus avoided the scars and stalnB .utfered b, do­
••• tto factional l •• ders durio, the Dlea decade. 

• 
10. Wbether exile. lD Pari. or outcasts In 

Sallonl none of the .an, clal .. nta to the Dat Viet 
party label has ever liven an, appearance of co­
bealDn or orcanlziDl abUit, and U"i. doubtful 
tbat any centraU,zed na~";; onah.t oJ',8Dtzation DOW 
.xiats tn South Vletna~. ,There are al,ns that tbe 
new regime In Satlon 18 tryln, to use the aura of 
the Dal Viet name to recreate a pollttcal o~,anlza­
tl0D. In time a Dew Dat Viet quoc Dan Dan. .., be­
come a real factor of the Soutb Vietna.eBe polltt­
cal acene. 
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