CONFIDENTIAL e

AVHGC-5ET (10 Aug €8) 2d Ind (c) MAJ Klingman/ds/LBE 4133
SURJECT:  Operational Teport of Headquarters, 16th UAG for period ending
31 July 6f, B, COFOE - 65 (RI) (1)

MOADQUARTED S, UNLITED LTATIL ARMY, VILTHAM, AFY Gan Franclsco 96375 » “GCT 1958

~fi:  Commander in Chief, United “tates Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-UT, APD
€558

1. (V) This headquarters has reviewsd the Operational Peport-lessons
lTearned for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1968 from Headquariers,
1fth Combat Aviation Oroup.

2, () Comments follow:

a. Feference item concerning aviation assets, page £, paragraph 2b(2):
%o addltiional assault hellcopler companies are now avallable or forecast to
o avallarle In Lhe near future,

t. iieference item concerning ballistic helmets, page 7, paragraph
2£(1)(a): Concur. Gfesearch is telng conducted on the overall wearatility
~f the ballistic helmet., Yodification kits deslgned to correct deficiencles
in helrets currently in VY have bLeen issued to using units,

c. leference item concerning the use and tralning of fleld sanitation
teams, under the provisiong of AWV Regulation 40-19, page 8, paragraph
2£(1)}{w): Concur, There is na plan to discontinue this program,
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AVGM-SC
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CiG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U)

S3: LIC Rennie M Cory 065207 Thru 29 Junc
LTC Milton Benz 01861990 30 June - Présent
Sh: MAJ Franklin N Harris 089499 Thru - 30 June
MAJ George P Johanknecht 074734 1 July - Present
{(b) Unit Commanders
14th CAB LTC Ray M Carson OF106541 Thru 6 July
LTC Charles i Klopp 071820 7 July -~ Present
212th CSiB LTC Wilber . Middleton 070141 Thru 13 June 68
LTC Bernard W Burns 073296 14 June - Present
308th CLB LTC Charles S Steen 066513
(2) Unit Strength
.2) Military
Subordinate Unit

HUC Off iuth OQ/H WO iuth O/H EM . uth O/H Total iuth O/H

17 22 2 3 51 o8 0 123
{(b) Civilian

HHC DAC VN /uth O/H 3DNAT Contractor

. 0 5 3 0 0
e. (U) Jircraft Status
UH-1D  U=21 OH-6a U-b.
futh 2 1 2 1
o/H 2 1 2 1

f.. (C) Operational Results (See Inclosure 2.)
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AVGM-SC
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th C.G for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U}

(1) fviation Safety: The group flew 66,282 hours during the quarter, with an
nocident rate of 24,13 per 10C,000 flying hours. There were sixteen (16) major
~ridents: ten UH-1s, four O-1s, onc OH-6 and one CH-47. Eight were pilot inducec

even were material failures and orme was supervisory error.

(2) Total accident experience is as follows:

R F/W Total

Major accidents 12 L 16
Minor accidents 0 0 0
Tneidents 13 L 17
Forced landings 8 1 9
Precoutionary landings 13 7 20

2. {(U) Section II LESSONS LE:;(RNED: COMMiNDERS OBSERV.TIONS, EVALU.TIONS 4AND
FEC T MENDLTIONS :

a, {U) Personnel: None

b. (C) Operations:

(1) Night target tactical air support.

(a) Observation: Night tactical air support is difficult to obtain.

(b) Evaluation: It is extremely difficult to get responsive night Tactlcal
Alr *o strike targets developed by irmy SL.R/Infrared Systems in mountainous ter=
rein. The present USLF/USH/USMC team concept orly works for targets located on
the cnastal plains and for most daylight targets. It does not provide the respon-
sivencss and reliability on night missions as that of eorganic assets,

{c) Reccommendation: Evaluate present system for possible renovation to mect
the requirement to provide support against night targets developed by night sur-
veillance mecans.

(2) 4viation assets

(a) Observation: The drain on aviation assets is undermining the mounted war-
fare capability of III M\F and the ICTZ,
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AVGM-5C
SUBJECT: Operationhl Repert of Headguarters, 16th C.G for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFOR - 65 (RI) (U) |

(b) Evaluation: Bascd on a recent USARV study, therc is a requircment for
fr:» additional AHC in the ICTZ., These fAviation Units are needed to support Frov
Zovos Vietnam, two ARVN divisions, CORDS and the Special Forces., In addition, one
Arincd Helicopter Company is needed to suppert the many US and ARVN operations
which frequently extend beyond .ty range of firc bases.

(¢) Recormendations:

1 To reduce the deficit of utility helicopters within the ICTZ, an additional
four LHC should be assigned to the 16th Combat Aviation Group to provide general
support to PCV units, two ARVN divisions, CUORDS and the Special Forces.

2 Further recommend that one armed helicopter company be assigned to the 16th
formbat Jwviation Group for general support of tactical operations within I Corps.

c. (U) Intelligence: Ncne
d. (U) Logistics: None

e. (U) Organizational: None
f. (U) Other

(1) Surgeon

(a) Ballistic Helmets

1 Observation: The greatest problem with the ballistic helmet seems to be in
sizing which does not correspond with that of the /iFH-5. Few can wear the medium-
siz2d ballistic helmet and find it comfortable. This problem has resulted in a
ncar depletion of the stock of large ballistic helmets and an abundance of medium
and small sizes,

7 Evaluation: The role of the ballistic helmet in the prevention of head
injuvy seems to have been fairly well cstablished since its introduction into Viet-
man, It has been found, however, that many crew members do not wear this helmet,
=referring the older /\PH-5. The moest common reason given for not wearing the bal-
listic helmet is discomfort. It has been learned that the helmet can be modified
for better fit and better wearability with no decrease in protecticn. By cutting
out a semicircle in the polystyreme liner sc the earphone can recess more com=
pletely, and removing o coil or twe of the earphone springs, a more ccnfortable fit
is possible. It also helps to tie the earphones fully out and to use the clder
sizing pads. & block of wood may be placed between the earguanrds when the helmet
is stored to effect a slight increase in lateral size.
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LVGM-5C
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th CLG for period ending 31 July
68, RCS, CSFCR = 65 (RI) (U)

3 Recommendations:
& Reasearch be conducted on the ballistic helmet to afford overall wearability

b Individual modifications be made on helmets which may improve the fit.

(b) Field Sanitation Teams

.1 Obscrvations: The role of the field sanitation teams in environmental
health is an established fact in those remotc areas outside fixed installations
where F.\&E or Public Works does not function,

2. Evaluation: In the fixed base operations where PA&E or Public Works is
responsible for environmental heoalth, the field sanitation teams appointed UP
USLRV Reg. 4LO-19 supplement the major dutics of these contractual agencies, On
occasion, as recently, FA&E loses certain of these contractual responsibilities
and the field sanitation teams become immediately of instrumental importance in the
arcas of rodent control, insect control and field sanitation. The 16 hour in-
struction period set up by the surgeons section under the USARV Reg. 40-19 then
becomes an invaluable asset in maintaining the health of the command.

3 Recommendations:

a That UF USARV Reg. L40-19 the Field Sznitation Teams continue to be ap-
p01ntcd and properly instructed in fiecld and environmental health.

b That surgeons make full use of these teams as .an invaluable aid, sup-
plemental or primery, in maintaining the health of the command.

3. (U) SECTION III HE:DQUARTERS, DEI:RTMENT OF THE ARMY SU;VEY INFORMATION. NONE

Welllar, C-dpyrcl

2 Incl WILLIAM C TYRRE

1 15th C.G Sta List B} COLONEL, CE

2 16th CAG Operational Results Commanding Officer
DISTRIBUTION:

CINCUS.RF.C, ATTN: GPOP-DT 2 cys

C3 USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST 3 cys

Cr ist fivn Bde, ATTIN: 33 2 cys

CG tat Avn Bde, LTTN: AVBA-MH 3 cys
FILE 15 cys
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AVBA-C (10 Aug 68) 1st Ind -
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th Combat Aviation Group
for Period Bnding 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 9638, SEP 5 95g

THRU « Cormaxgding General, Unlted States Army Vietnam, ATTVN: AVHGC=DST,
APO 96375 - )
Cammnder in Chilef, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GFOP-OT.
APO 96558

TO:  Assistant Chisf of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washingtan, D.C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to

be adequate, and concurs with the contents,

2, (C) The following additimal comments are considered pertinent:

a. Paragraph 1b, page 1, The 16th Combat Aviation Group!s missian
is incorrectly stated. Correct missim as stated in the Brigade 10T is
to provide aviation support, as directed, to US, ARVN, and other Free
World Military Assistance Forces for the conduct of cambat and logistiocal
counterinsurgency operatims,

b, Paragraph 2b(2), page 6, This headquarters is unable to
evaluate the requirement for additlonal AHC in the I CTZ. Assignment
priorities for AHC are determined by MACV besed on recommendations made
by major tactical headquarters,

c. Paragraph 2£(1)(a), page 7. Research on the anti-fragmentation
helmet has been and 1s being conducted bv the sppropriate Department of
the Army agency. Recommended individual modification to the ballistic
helmet is contained in DA MWD 10-8415-202-30/L which has been repro-
duced in the October 1967 Supply and Maintenance Ietter of the 1st
Aviation Brigade,

FOR THE COMMANIER:

2 Incl

2 ) TOHN . MIXSELT. M.

CPTY, Ao
Assislant Adjuiant General

Downgraded s T owanr Qntervah;
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STATION LIST

16th COMBAT AVIGTION GROUF

Chu ILai:

14th CiB AFO 96325

21st RiC (212th CS.B) AFO 96374,

71st LHC APO 96325

132nd ASHC APO 96325

176th AHC . AP0 96325

178th AiSHC > APO 96325
~r

DaNang: ™~

16th CAG AFO 96337

212th C8iB AP0 96337

245th SiC AFQ 96337

282nd LHC APO 96337

" Due The:

174th LHC AP0 96217

Hue Thu Bai

131st SAC (212th CSAB) ' APO“96§08

220th RAC (212th CSAB) AFO 96308

Corps Prov .ivn Co (212th CS..B) APO 96308
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AVHSU-CP (8 Sep 68)
SUBJECT: Analysis and Evaluation of Operationel HReports -~ Leseons Learned
for 16th Combat Avietion Group (U)

TC ACofS5, G3 FROM Surgeon DATE 10 Sep 68 CMT 2
ATTN: AVHGC-DST ITC Territo/mlm/4419

Reference item concerning the use and training of Field Sanitation Tesms, UP USARV
Reg 40-19, page 8, paregraph 2£(1)(b). Concur. There is no plan to discontinue this
elready established and effective program.

FOR THE SURGECKN:

-
2 Incl c KIéTIgn
nc Colonel, MSC

Executive Officer
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AVILAVAODPT (8 Sep 68) w=1l Sep 68
SUBJLCT:  Analysic and Lvaluation of Cperational Resorts - Lessons Learned
for 16th Combat Aviation Group (V)

10 ACofS, G3 FR0ll Aviation Cfficer DATE 13 SEP 1968 iy o
AT Scoggins/r‘om/]'.ﬂ h32o

1. (U) Attached ORLL, 1é%h Combat Aviation Group, for the quarterly period chding 31
Jul 68, has been reviewed I1LJ Cmt 1.

2. (0) neference item concerning aviation assels, page b, pParagraph 2b (2). HNo
additional assault helicopter companmice are available now or forecast to be available
in the near future. decormend MACY review this recommendation Versus present require-
ments throughout RVH.

3. (C) Zefercnce iten concerning ballistic helmots, Page 7, paragraph 2f (1) (4).
Concur. Lecsearch has been and ig being conducted on the overall wearability of the
ballistic helmet. Modification kits designed 4o correct deficiencies in helmets
currently in RVE have heen issued to using units.

\{%M/Cﬂ//(/ﬁzézg;

. .}?}.{J"k’l’I IEJ. :

1901, Infantry
Yq @ Aviation Officer

o
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YFAR INTLRVALS
2 PDIFCLASSIEIED ATTI 2 GNTARS Doy DIR 5200.10
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