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In the 4q to d..a;y Cloabat oporationa of Ul .l8aal.llt Heliooptc 00tip&'V. 
oerta1.A eventa atallAl ou\ abaft all other.. flJe"l )lappenlnp relate 1.0 ,. 
the extra.ordiJlar;y ach1noa_enta. the ooura,ce. the h-=>r and the ~ 
that OOM troa t.he .. n at an AlIsau.1 1; llel100pter 001ipMJ"1 1.o&"t.her ~ 
preeen~ ua v1\h II pio~ of th .. \Ill1t'li Clhare.otar IIlId ap1rii. Tha 
1l1&Clcha.vk.I hA.,. II at.oq ~ ~lll II I tC1t7 abOll\ the a e k l ll6 01 ~ 11Ma; 
.l8.e.u1 t BeHcor-tar CoIllpQllj' 1.n Vi(j~. 

OIl ~l ..... "Oh 1967 the il60khawXli returned \0 their flQ' liM Rooat 
a.fter \Yo viIQD of t:ra1n1ng .... J.th the ll\h and 145\h CoIabat 1TUtiCII 
Jatta.11ons. On 1 April 1967, vi th Iroa ~ to 60 how:a ~rienoe und.er 
the 1r bel ~, the lllaclc};aWt! 'begaa ny1.n£ .. i.i.ror&!''\ ColllllSndeXi IIZId 
Pilots in ~ir oYn ar.1l'. for \he 'niX., fir.t tilN. !hat vun't ao .U.,I 
U took II 10; of ooole tc as.-. OOG:!llJJld of Ul& t ah1p w1 th ~ ~ boun 
experience M4 th"t not 'being in ~,'" lef .... at. ~-tll11ir7 ve..an't 80 

llaS7 to tra.nale.te yet, th4 tantia.s.l app~"Oaoh .. wre IiUll 'llncoordinated 
abox-tions. "lieXgODOY prooodurea vere greased on \i.e vi1ldar.ielda, ill 
th08e &lapS wre w.lIIfloll.aGea.ble. and Char118 ....... dOllr. \here juS t ~ tint."'" 

n.. lllankhB.lIk. 1ea.med faa\. "lih liTO alicb and. II lid.t !ire t..u.a 
(U"'f) \ll'1de:r thl operational Clontrol ot the Bamata (1l6th ..... It Bel Co). 
tr •• i1nekha'Ok Dn"O pert~d 011 oomba 1. &Sow ta and OIl rNl;q kiM 01 
uh &114 tra.U a1all1on OonDain.bl •• 

rile tint ~ to 0.-, ti' .• ~ ~p'" 011 thi. d&;r. III 
the I.ra41 t10w Blackhawk elton to ii?l gt t.hauel,... 12O!l'. iI&.t.TlII1\ 
Officer CGI:''be" and '1'hc.rnlnzrC. GreW obiet 1iP4 icH!ce, aDd door jIWlllU 
U'C Matthew, 'fOllmteQXtod W hrr1 II lod. 01 n.4io eqv.1~\ 1.0 u.. to, 
ot Sont; B. MOlmta.1.n. 'fLey crashed OIl top 01 \h&\ 1I01.Il\aJA. '!'be _ •• 
1rui:qoer1enc •• toe lIJUQh ot a 1O&d, and aoderate ~bulen08 on top or II 

}500' lIOuntAin. 'oiIW:TB,rt Oft1.!Jer Cgr'oett &'Jiita1ned II 'broken noae, lIarrant 
OUioer fhornllurc .\111~ II o<.CpOund tro.o~e ot the e.%:It and & ~. 
MrVe. n •• y Y8rfI both eTaClated to J ... paZl. Warrant 0I11c.% 'Iho=bur, "&II 

further evsc\lated 1.0 the stat... SJ'<4 Bodo;e broke II bone in hi. toc' and 
Fit Kkt\hQV1J luete.1.ned IlOU 4 .. p outs; t.h8y an both 'be.ok on t!u~ .. 
lIlA<.olchs'o/ka • !he e.J.ronl't ~ totaled. 

6 April 1967 

':he 1I1a.ckha>4s \101" prc-(:;ramed to prClV1d. only li'l"ll al10ks and two guII& 

until 10 April, but tll8Y "'are last Uoproving 8lId re,.l»at. tor tr.eir 'UpP"I't 
W"H gl'O"!n&. Un th1e "-"'1 they oo~.1ttsd 10 and 4. Thi. "oa 't ... bughnlnc 
ot a trend thnt vC\.lld prove u.. Blaokh&wk8 lllaintenanoe teu to 'be the 
t1n~t in kAtep1ne ~ .. "lJ>:)steat up u... lOOt,,,.t". 
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• AprU 1967 

rhAI 1&t l'..ok pta ita tint aaapul \/hUe '-t tirizl& their "eapcM 
vNt of fq 1iJIh, Capt&1J1 1Wnde, KaJor lIa~, Capt&1n Derosier. M4 
.. ..rrant Olf1oer StMleoker 4UoOYered A VC AeIIpM. J.lul A ~ 
~1;J fhe tun didn't l&1t 1~ \be tvo pn ah1~ 4ia1n~ted 
the llUlpaA ~ter onl7 tvo p ... e68. 

10 April 1967 

llle ~laclchawlce f:O fully opention&l. i'lyi.nG in npport or the 2d Me, 
25th W D1" At Duo H 06 end ~ }6 th lI.VlI llalleer B:n at !8J' J1Jl)'j. the 
Blackhawlta 0 a..i tt.d 12 and 4, oarrbd 624 ttoope, 60 \.au, n IV l48 
ho\D:'. 011 ~22 .crUea. 

12 AprU 1967 

!rh. lll.aclchavloo take t),eir tint hlta. 'oian-ant Offioer Oond. aM liarrant 
Off1oer T8J'lar ~. l~ hi ta OD the way out of ~ Frer.ah fort 1'1.. n.. ... 
~o 1I1e.okball\ta vUl go a1 to establ1ah \l-.em.s.lvu u the b1&1>'"'' 
~t uaee" in \he e~. 

218 Ja.aluICIl /0114 we Sai\h, ~ .. UB-10, ~n Mlr1~ their hOGS( 

firing pa.H 011 A aUB;>lHIwd YC hud~ ..n.n ~ ~ hi t vi iIa 
int_ • .,.tOllO&tio wapona tire. One round. hit .at er,olode4 A 2.n" 
rocket u 1t v .. 1NTilI« \ha pOd. 'lM .xpl081cm DearlJ' Mftre( 

l'FC Rowell' • ..ra. SF" Je.aea f. "ater, the _ obi.!, ~4.1a~ 
v~t W h1a ~~. aU. ~ V<l1lll4 vaa .0 6nut.a~ ud 1I1N~ 
ao prot\l8oly, that 5:'4 Beater literal.l¥ thnet ala h8ZId llIto Jlwtil'e ohe_" oarl~ W p1:Aoh th. artc7 oft. I1a eoun.pOl» &otic. aaw' 
l'}'C BOIIeU'. Ut.. !h. exploa1011. a.l&o klIoalte>4 \be ~11oa oU 
and 8avereli ~-.d \be OOlltrol l1lIk&j!'ll. the enD". ~ture roM 
W above tho red 11M. L! JaoUQIl e»4 'oC) ImHh ah0lll.4 haw laMe( 

the a1rara!i ialediatAlr bQfare the ~1o. ocupletelJ' trou ~ 
b8!ore the engine blev up. lather ~ rlalt the loea of Kovell'. 
life boUl p1lote eleclto4 \0 fl1 the or1pple4. ahip ~ to Da\l fiaC. 
~ th8;r lI&4e a perfeot, no ~dn.ul1oa rmmilli lendl~ aD ~el.r 
'YfIrl tirat \ry. 1')(; B~l' a ara va.e ."nd and he vu eYaallla\e4. ~ 
'\he St.-tee. 'fhe Doctor' •• tat_t atta.te4 w the aoundl¥l .. of \boa 
p1lota' Uo1aiOll ~ ~ \0 D&a ~1ml8. U \hey ha4n't l-i'C llowall 
11081; likely vould haft bled w naUl. 51'4 Beate vu nce_M84 
tor the BUTI£' Star. L'f JaoUOft and 'tIO Saith vere reoCltlllilQll4M, tar \bI 
~ t1n£v,ieh8d Yqizl& Crou. 

l..4 Apr1l 1967 

~ tint ot ~ COUllWr aortal: atandbf1l Car \he bt P..clc ~aa 
\a:>i&ht. So tar thlll hAven' \ 'been D .. .ad at fa: IiJI):. 
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l~ .A.prU 1967 

U 20~ bourG Major Willi .. f. ]kr.\86lI reo.i'l'ed UI. )~.[>lI7 requen 

tor a Jl1e.okhav!< COlIIlII8nd and 00n~1 ehlp to a.14 111 the aet_ ot 

PHI<: no]( S~i&l JoroH o~ vh1Gh v ... \1Adar a Ma"1 IIQMar m4 

cro\llld attack. Ke.,1CB' JltiUUll, warrant Oftloer ~, Ikrs-' 

S~W MIl S}'4 llclan yolUll~ iheir ..me .. t.o ..-v \be .hlp. 

!'he •• Jlaglcbsvka nev ihrougtl DE. veather oolldJ. u- tat: .... nl 

llOUH .. theT t.8s1ated ~ ?nk D.ok C'»r"""c-. r-.rc1llc ~ "'­
tile;rl.aD4e4 ou"1~ ~ h'sk nok per1M\er .. efL._tad ~ 

vOWldlid l>aak ~ Ta;r l1Dh. !'h4;r wo u.1a~ a loft 1D t1nd.1.r4r their 

.".., O\l~ fit \be ....... ther and beoGIr; to ~IIJ Jl1JIh. hiJ' their oo~ 

a.o~lwa and '-"otion to dut;r the pUOti hn ..... 'oeea __ ende-d tCB' 

~ 1lFC &Ad tW crVII f~ thIo .A.1r KadAl v11h , t.T1oe. 

1.8 .A.pr1l 1967 

A b~ dA:T tor ~ !l.Aakhal6;.a. lou:' £UII .bJ.~ and 11 .. alloka 

UsI>l.qe4 ~ ooura€' aM. ~ u1l1\J ~t vQll4 ban ~_ 

~ote4 IlAl.1 of people vh11 .u to e~i 1IODth8 OOIIbai .xper1ezlo •• 

A C1T1llu1 Irret;ulu Deten;)e Group V>\.8 8lIib~ !I.MJ: 1;be C.-bodiRll 

border. 'lbai ver. about ~o 'be OVtlTrUD ",hel!. C .. ptA1a ~\lP4e' a _ 

Captaill VNver' a tin '68Il~ _ to \be "6CU8. <:1108 ap..1.II 

U .. ~w.. n_v 'hrwah t).~to.nl8 ..mare ... 1al~V vaa baa iUa 

a qu.w:-\a ot a aile. !be &'UIa .-van 1U'W _ Sp"1&l l'al:'oft 

edviBC)n 1n'to ~ bel~~4 U. C .. pt&1.D Clan:. ~ 1 .. 1'1 .... allGb 

of hie thlrd. plntoall iJl1:o ~ LZ lihore \hq bOWHi a=UD4 '4lle 

\lL.dar tire \0 pick lip ~ ~d and W per~l. CGoe ~ ;.he 

lI)ackb • ...u wn rKQ'reoo .... t~ a tl8' hl1 of lIJ'a'. &D4 IJI v/"r' •• 

20 April 1907 

fhe J'eok.be*- exptrr~, ~ tJ.rat 'fao I a' lS50 ~. hek 

Ilck 1a o'llt el e_lId Uar. and. ~ )1 aoJrbawka _ MUe4 \0 MIIIl_t a 

JLiih\ l'M\Ippl)-. '1'he a1a d.oII 'oIINl t v1 th~ a hi \clI.. 

2l J.pr1l 1967 

\'he )]."kb.w\c. 1'9O<Ii" tha1:r tint ii1 aiuion tor II field ,~ ... 

fb.el vena" OOI&1"_d • a 4q of INCh IlHUd reaU 

2} April 1967 

»laok ~ ex.outee ita tiHt ktWion un. 1M Bo:r:ne\e 1 .... 

tcltov.d li1 th. Jlackbawlca, lIhUe the fop t1pn 1Irlac up \N ~. 

'1!hJ.rt7"'ais uti ahJ.l)tI osrr;r tha 1., and Rd BU fit ~ 25th d \be 

1/)4 ~I' In. !hi ,]aolrbewk- OOIiiIILl,W 15 _ ,. 

24 April 1967 

n.r.e aUw and ona huv,y lire te ... p&rtio1pate 111 the ,~ 

lirat kil. n1.gb' 101' the lSi 01 th-li 90. Wantrr. 



l't~pj{O:Jw:l,; A' .. 

~ AprU 1967 

~ naolthawe are ttanl1nc ta:r ~_. ";re - !be 9th Royal 
AWlUaliOll lleg1Jaon\ at '\Ill&' !au.. 'i'he Rat h.ok teaoMa iN ,~ 
'tau 'fC Ulat it donn' \ l'q " abod at belloopters vUb a ~ 
Vh.1t.e rat painted Oll ~ front. \/han thaT .U the ad Pa.ok 
Ntaliat.ed b¥ 4eetro;r1nc 18 .~tur.a. 1 ~ poeHiOl1, 
1 • toraore ar.a. &lid 10 .~Ma. 

J..nct.her bUJllp on a ro~ road k 8 tu-doc.. warrant O!!1oen Ii.mJ:7 
and r.ade catch • \&1l rotc. u they An j!'O~ into a tiab t LZ. 
Th. a.1.ror&ft i. to\ala4 and th.a c.r ..... 1.18 \&.!.As 80M lzruiHa. 'IN t 
tbliT an 110611 back ia all Uon. 

~ AprU 1967 

'l'be lUackhawlca finiah .lpril 'Ill oollRi Uill4i 16 and 4 ill .UWOrt c! 
the 9th at ~ Tho. '!'ha)' ny 4~ ecru.. in 182 boure and oa:r%7 
69~ p ........ encers. 2822 hours for u.. lUa.okh&wlca for their f!rat 
"",nth I 

I 
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.l '-"Uoal _r~ vu relqeG '" Jll,n,f Opnat1aD8 
req-UAc a -.d1vnc aDd _ ~, tin '- lIhID _ BpeoJ.all0z00e' 
Ceq> at X! l65554 vu 0T8rZ'UA b.1 b VC. xawa oulllll u.. wen 
n_\M W ~ 45\h Sm:poal Boap1'-l at !Iq JiM. 

, )(q 1967 

OD ~ dsq .. Blackhawk vas pertgminc _ C end -. CcIl~ 
.adO!) tor ~ 25th DiT. U 1500 houn ~ ab1p took • hit IID4 
vaa forced to aake Ii prGO.wUOZU!I%7 laM1~ '" cbec* tflr ~ • 
.l t 1600 ~ ... 1Ilaclch&1dc vas aea1l1 hi' b;T 8MI\1 lin, bcNII·nr. 
he conUnl»d to ~ hia lI1aaion unUl 1620 bauD wMn aIlo\har hU 
forced hi:a '" uk ... preoauUOMl7 ) fIlIdSns. s. I6JIiIl :r:etuJ::llotc! to 
u.. air to o<upbt.. h1.a aiBaion vithovt t..Jrlbe% 1Do1den'. 

8 Mq 1967 

Wa:rrant Ott1cllrll 5ealA aM l!Ieo.de vert! talt1~ ott troa ~ liAA 
POL CIl a .outh de;»<rture, olosed rlOlt U'lJtic to th4 ILooet, 
... h¥n e1tllu their .~!l8 tallod or a abort. ana.rt t&1led. 'l'hq 
... en a' a.boIrt 40' in ~ air vi th lees 1;ban )5 Ialota. k tON t.ha7 
\lare aweze ot ~ prebl .. ~ ha4 1Cl1i1t II08t at ~1r R1'M. 'fhq 
tall \0 tha sround &n4 to\Wd the a1rcratt. we 5Ml. 1.1 tl;rillot 
eo;ain, WO J!ea6e baa MezI ~ W '" ~ State.. 

i() ~ ~ &II angina t&1l loIbil. _, • ~ ~ in POC. a. 
d14 • £004 J. of lIetUnc .u 4_ eY1lll th: " tN ald.4t 414 _ apUt. 



-- --- ---------------

n.. 'l snkh.w. had ihoiz t1n~, W. prob&~ lui • ...atePenCle 
a t.aa4 4IMl. 

u &~~talJ' l'}}O houra iho lllsokha'ol\a wn nllUd tor a 
~Uoal uarpo01' III Blaokh.1oQI;1 lett. vba.'-"r wauppl,y IliJldca 
ihoT had 'been CIl and 'h&a.ca4 tor Sa.o 'b:'oi. In 'twnV ainute. 
10 ahlpa wen aH~ em the aUip vaHing \0 'be 4eplqre' • 

.u 4uak the !.at. l'a.olc 4.illcowred tl'.rH iIlZ1 CIt' rocke" poa1 tiona 
2' b;y S' ~l ott the fq IUJlh p4riJuter. 'fhq wn IkaU01ed. 

~l>e lIlMkhs:.1ce n." }479 hcun in Mq vhlle iho I!~ta !l .... 
~~~'l hours. 

'rh. lBS \h plaDed 'i ft ga.,lE bel 1 oc.pWrs UIl4u Jl Mkhavlt OCil b9l 
tor t.:::-ain1n& P\lrpOMI. on:.. Blao\cba>&:. and 5 Jl.Aatv1.4oVII .u;p~ 
the l .. i, U ~ ot \he ~1:b :DiT. Jl&U ~ lIanNhot ." J\1I 10&. Sis 

~ lile.ak.4vb noe1n4. )0 oalibu hital ~-o Wrt ..... w _ the n-' ----, 
/ oanU:n:.b4 to fl,y. Captaia hwsGa .... v~' ill \M aDl, ~, 

N oo~.ou.al.1 oOllUnued '0 le-.d tiI4 n~' \laW the lI1aaiGa 1tU 
: 1oOO0llp11ahH. Be HO<o\1'Nd ~ WOo lo\lried l() IU'. wu. 0GAtu-4 
\ .. 10 lIOn wn poaa1\l. •••• 

17 J-.m. 1967 

'fbi }I]eokbaw yen on i.I!1 .t.aw. lIbaA .t. l..4}O thq vcr. Oell.4 ca 
• faG I .t. t&i 1M. ~ ven rouaed at. 1900 bolln • 

. U 1900 h~ 5 .li<Ika and 2 i=I wen g'''K Old em • fao I to. 
u.. 25~ Db. 

25 J1me 1967 

Ona soou" doc v ..... n.ouated tor ~i .. troc D 525020 \0 ~ 
'eh:r:!.naq Jioe l' 1. tal &" ah u ClU. 

2-4 Juu. 1967 

bo J at Lo.i J:h.e &i 1}OO houn, 
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Chapter IV 

2 July 1967 -

5 July 1967 -

7 July 1967 -

Unit Operations 

?he Blackhawks were involed in a combat assault mission in 
w~ch they received intense ~nemy automatic weapons fire •. 
warrant Officer John Lindeman and his co-pilot Warrant Officer 
Paul waL~er were wounded simultaneously in the legs and 
the ere\,' chief SP5 John i\ackey rushed forward alld removed the 
pilot fom r~s se&t and flew the aircraft to the med~vac 
facility et Cu Chi. For his brevery end exceptior,ally out­
star.ding skill which saved the lives of everyone aboard the 
aircraft, te was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cress. 

'''~~le conducting eagle flights for the 25th In:'al"ltrJ Division 
our "Rat Pack" gunships received enemy fire. They ;;ere cleared 
to return the fire and were credi ted with 14 Viet Cong KIA. 
They also destroyed four bunkers and four sampans. 

A Ui-i-1D hel:' copt er flowTl by }!ajcr Charles E. Sauer and 
Captain 7honas A. Derosier was reported missing. Crel .. s were 
scrambled immediately upon report of the missing Blackhawks. 
The aircraft was found in the vi.cwi ty of Minh Th.s.nh and 
it had crashed and burned beyond recognition. No one kno~ 
the cause of the mysterious tragedy which took the lives of 
tr.e four cre .. lLe!rlbers aboard. M&jor Sauer, Captain j)"rosier 1 

P?C Tat~ and PFe Simon were tho first members of the 187th 
~ssault Helicopter Campany to d~e .in the RepUblic of Vietnan. 

12 JUly 1967 - The Rat Paak gunships received enemy fire While supporting 
the 116th J.ssault Helicopter Campen,. on a tactical emergency, 
Cne of the gunners Was wounded by the deadly assault, 

15 July 1967 -The Black.'lawka responded to an emergency and evacuated 
nineteen U,S. troops and one AR~~ during the dar~ess of 
night. The guns~ips fired 2.75 rockets at the enemy and were 
creditec with three Viet Cong KIA. 

16 July 1967 - "''hile on a general support mission, Hajor Wolfe and \;0, Eckle 
experienced engine failure in their aircraft, The crew performed 
m&rVelously by landing the aircraft safely without damage 
or injuries. 

26 July 1967 - The Blackhawks noticed for the first time since arrival in 
country, a new type of enemy aircraft fire (airbu:-st) whilB 
on a combat assault mission. 



-. r.. .' 

August 

1 Aug 1967 - The 187th flew conbat as sault missions for Second Brigade 
25th Inf~'try Division. They ~ried 946 passengers and 
performed seven medivac missions. The Rat Pack killed one 
Viet Cong in the course of the action and were credited with 
two possible Viet Gong KIA. They also destro"'ed f;.ve huts, 
fi ve bunkers and three sampa.ns. Four Vie. Gong were wounded 
by the Rat Pack and late:- captured by the grour:d t:-oops. 

4 Aug 1967 - rille c a day for the Rat Pack I Tbey '.-ere credited vi tt 18 Vi e. 
Cong ~ as the Elackh&wks contL~~ad combat assault missions 
into an area four miles so~thwest of Cu Chi. '._ 

7 Aug 1967 - 'Ine 21a ckhawks were called upor. to suppon the 199tb Light 1 II:" 

/ 

\ 
\ 

Infantry Brigade in a combat assault which developed into , 
the fiercest battle L, the history of the 187th at that time. ~6 
~£jor William F. Ba~n flew the co~d and centre 1 aircraft }9" 
~s his flight of Ur~lD helicopters descended L,to the LZ and 

I'· 
u.medie.tely encountered intense heavy automatic weapons and 11J-
soell arms fire. Four aircraft were immediately hit. 1':Ore 
a~rcraft were requsted to arrive on the scene seven mile& nor.h 
of S~igon to assist with tha insertions which were to be 
continued. More insertions into the area were executed and t he -' .. 
enerr.y's ground assault cont~,ued to lash at the 3lackhawks or;? 
flight. Severe.l aircraft had been shoo doW!: in the LZ. ;, '\, ." 
Lieutenant David Eshelman fle~ into the hot L2 to rescue a ~ -
downed crew and received heavy automotic weapons fire. He • i!'~ 
managad to rescue the crew buc his aircraft "as shot down a.fter 
d~~arting the LZ. The 187th used 15 helicopters in the action 

\ and thirteen of these aircraft were hit, damaged or destroyed 
\ as a result of the intense enemy ground fire. The Blackhawks 

sl"pt over night in Cu Chi following the battle. 

8 Aug 1967 - The =lsck}~wks assembled in the company araa ~or a spot awards 
ceremony. Major General George P. Seneff, Com' aDding General 
of 1st Av~ation Brigade awarded the Silver Star to Major William 
F. bauman, Lieutenant Ch.8.rles D. Eshelman, Captain Jerry T. 
Wagner, Captain Billie Presson , and Captain Gerald R. Kunde 
for demonstrations of gellantrY in action in the battle of 7 
Aug 1967. This was the largest awards cerenony ever held by 
the 187th. Five Silver Stars and 23 Distinguished Flying Crosses 
"ere awarded. 

12 Aug 1967 - The 167th Finally begans combat assault missions after re­
cuper ating from the aircraft shortage euffered following the 
action of 7 August 1967. They flew assaults for the 1st Infantry 
Division operating from Phuoc Vinh and Quan Lei, 

30 Aug 1967 ~ While conducting combat assault missions in the vicinity of 

j Phu Hoa Dong four miles east of Cu Chi, the Blackh&wks receiv ed 
I intense enecy ground fire from three sidee of the LZ. Eleven 
. ai::-cr aft were d~ged by t he ground f~re and t~.r e~ Bhc:<~\o1cs 

\0'&::-'8 \tIC·7.d9': . k ;0t::e:- c:..:: :: c:.y f c:- t r.:: A-.;:.:--:!: t.::C ~'::;,,)::-::":~:l:-• .'" 

( "::':'::;!". 



September 

1 Sep 1967 - T[~s day ~as established as "Unit Day" for the 187th Assault 
Holicopter Company, since the unit Was activated at Fort Bragg, 
l;orth Carolina exactly /'lne year ago on the 1 st of September. 
The Blackha10lks celebrated the day with Pomp and Circumstance , 
follo~ed by steak dinners at the club. A CBS camera team was - ,\ 
on hand to fiJJn the occasion as well as to cover the Blackba~ks ;:­
in acti~n ~hile they fle~ combat assault miss~ons for the 25th 
Infantl'Y Divi~ion 'In the sanle day. 

11 Sep 1967 - The 187th wes involed in a battalion size coItbat. assault 
russioll in the Hobo Woods, Major WilliBl'! Bauman led the fligh\. 
of t ... enty helicopters into the LZ with full StlpPl'essioll. 
Follo .. 'ing the Ea.ttalion operation, the Blackhawk.s supported 
the 25th ARVN Division in a c:rmbat assault training mission 
t-.-o miles east of Cu Chi. 

20 Sep 1967 - Ca;;tain Eillie Fresson a. flight platoon leader of the 187th 
~~s killed during the last extraction from what appeared to 
be a secure n. He had led the Blackhawk flight t~u-ough out 
the day conducting Eagle Flights for the 25th'Infantry Division 
in the nobo Woods. FoUl' ships were hit by enemy ground fire 
throughout the russion but contL'lu.ed to fly. e5j h..t i na .. en 
Ca?taL'l Preesen died from a bullet ~ound in the head while 
sitting in the PZ as the troops loaded. 

25 Sap 1967 - V.~le pperating fram a PZ in the Hobo Woods, a flight of rive 
Elackha ... k aircraft led by Captain Jerl'1 T. Wagner 'JaS subject6d 
to an enemy mortar attaek as the troops IICrambled aboarer. 1he 
flight departed befors the mortar barrages were adjusted ,to~~ 
the point of touchdown, and there were ne,gative injuries or 
cE~ E ge, :;e.,,- aviators in the flight eamed thSl: Blackhawk 
pat~heo tr~t day. 

28 Sep 1967 - The Elnclli ... ks participated in a six compe .. :1y COI!lbat assault 
into an L2 ten miles sou-t.b'w'est of Go t6u Ha. ~laj or Wi lJ 1 em 
::a=o led the formation and ... ent in for a Bingle ship rescue 
of a dovned Blackhawk ere ... in an insecure area~ 

29 Sep 19Q? - Warrant Officer Eric Mercer establishe.s a Black.l:.awk record .. 
Two forcsd landings in t'JO days. He manage': to land safely 
without ~ge or injury -on both occasions. 



~ - - . 

October 

11 Oct 1967 - Captain Ellis H. Bailey died when his aircraft crashed inte 
the water and sank with six people on board, vbile on 
operations south of Saigon with U. S. Navy Riverboats. 
Captain Bailey was the only person unable to get out of the 
aircraft, and it settled in 30 feet of water. 

16 Cct 1967 - wnile operating in the vicinity of Duc Hoa, the Blackhawk 
flight received autolll.!!tic weapons fire on SClOrt final to 
an LZ. They continued through the bellastic assault with 
negative suppression and discharged the troops. Two 
aircraft sistained bullet damage but continued to fly. 
warrant Officer Frank Kurinec 1s officially designated 
the I'}:agnet" of the unit since his aircraft had received 
ten hits in two days of combat assaults. 

18 Oct 1967 - ~arrant Officer Joseph Henry and 1Lt Jerry kdams were flying 
general sup?Ort missions for the 25th Infantry Division 
three niles northeast of Dau Tieng when they received enemy 
automatic weapons fire at 1400 feet. Tne crew chief Specislist 
fo"!'th Class Richard Krawczyk relized that the ship had been 
hit but he did not realize that his flight helmet had taken 
a round also. He d!sccvcree this forty-five mintues later 
w~cn he attempted to pull his visor dowT-. The single en~ 
bullet hD.d ponetrated his visor and continued through the top 
of his helmet. A close shave for Krawczyk. 

November 

1 Nov 1967 /.;ajor B~= is pro:noted to Lieute=nt Colonel. 

6 :'ov 1967 - kjor Joseph C. !:urns, formerly the executive officer of the 
187th becomes the new Blackha\ll< commander in a change of 
eocmand ceremony in Blackhawkland. Lieutenant Colonel Bauman 
became the Operations Officer of the 12th Comhut Aviation Group. 
Hajor Tholll1ls L. Hester became the Executive Officer of the 1B7th. 

30 Nov 1967 - The Blackhawks complete ar. accident-free month . The mailltenance 
officer Hajor James Stewart, complilnents the officers and men 
of the 187th for the safety record. 



."'. 

December 

6 De,c 1967 - 'The 1 S7t" 'JUS. SUDD0:19C :l.S the ?..:Jadj· Reaction Force to support 

Le 199th Light Infantr; 3rigade ill the vid.:;ityof Ta..::l Uyen, 
F:r". The flight of troop carr;ing helicopters recei 'fed 
a~~o~tic veapons fire on short fin£} to an LZ ten r~les 
:-.ort.h of Bien Hoa. The "&.t Pack" pou.'I1ced uPO:1 the e::er.:y 
:,osi~ions i.J:o.rr.'Jdiatoly vith 2.75 rockets and mir.igu;'ls. The 
2:lt3t".y fire \laS silenced a':lc the troops were ir.ser'r .. ec. 
~"'1;ractions began late in U.S afternoon and contin~~d ~"lto t:'l€ 
~curs of darkness. Warrant Officer williao A. Eritt 8xperienc0c 
en engine failure at 1915 hours and autorotated 1:':t.o an ir.sec-.u-e 
~~es.. ne and his crev plus equilAllent vere i=edia tcly e';acu,,-ted 
!":"or::. t:--te are'l. Trle El:'ickhawks regrouped and perfo:r::.ed 0. nif'rt 
ic.sertion of security troops into the ne.rro~' LZ to pro~ect the 
doW':'.ed g\L"lship over night. Thnt \lE.S cert"inl:, e. lo~.g day for 
t:.~ 187th. 

22 DGC 1967 - T::'e nRat Pack" gunships were scre..Il!cled for counte:- mcrta: ir~ 
te . ., ':icL'lity of 50 'IUc, )0 miles north east of Tay :a.,.,h. 
The fire support base re~eived a mortar ~ gro~d e.~tack 
arte::' dark and the "Rat Pack" interrupted th eneI!Oy assaU:~ 
.~tt rocket6 and mnchi~e gun fire. rhey vere credicod ~th 
1C Viet Co~g KIA by actl21 body count at the lo~at~o~. 

25 Dec 1967 - Cr:istffias Day and the Black~vks flew general support missions 
for the 25th Infantry v.Lvlsion . The crews delivered food, gifta, 
""d tidings of great joy to U.S. and AP.VN soldiers throughout 
t:·.e Thir d Corp Tactical Zone. The mess hall exper ienced the 
1-.::'e tide spirit ill grand ~tyle , for tha flight crews roturned 
for dir~er which included a cho i ce of chicken, s teak, or locster 
or even all three if one so desired. 

JWHlE.rj 

1 Jan 1'763 - 7'ne 187th gets a oainte~ance stand do.n. .'hat a way to 
ccl"crate the new year . Everyone enjoyed the reIaxntior, vith 
the ~xception of the n&intcnence personnel of course. 

- The !\.:o t Pack gunships killed six Viet Gong when t hey re sponded 
to a call for ~~,ship cover in the early mornL'lg hours at Fire 
SUl'?Or~ Ease Burt twenty five miles northeast of Tay Ninh. 
The rose had been hit b>' an enerGY hlOrtar attG:ok and a groli.'1c 
a: oack .. e.s underway vhen the fut Pack arrived on tile scene 
and di5r~rted the enemy ass~ult. 

A,TACKn 
~ NVIl /(.<''':)''1'1£#15 
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5 J,.n 1963 - The Blz.ckl'Uwks b"~OJJC involved in,:l fiurcc b:-.ttlo w! th [l 

1.llrgc I,VA force wl-.ilc on short final to /lIl 12, thirty five 
miles northeast of Tay Nin~. Two helicopters werc shot down 
by the heavy enemy automatic weapons fire. One crew cember 
SP5 Kenneth Scruton wa~ killed ar~ tho throo ranaining crew 
members Warrant Officer :'lerc.er, Warrant Officer Jorden and 
SP4 Seitz wera dowr, ir. ~~ enocy infested area for two hours 
before they were rescued. T~e only weapon ~ong the:: was one 
.45 caliber pistol. The 3l5.ck~wks continued the conb:1t assault 
Llissions into ,,:le hostile ",-ee. nnd later that afternoon, the:,' 
re~ur~ed for extr~c~ions. ~g~L~ they received hea~j cr.c~~ 
resistance. The r:igi:-;, " ':;' 5 ::ert.3.red while shu't down ::-: a 
new-by fire sUPPOr1; base,. T~.rcughout the day, ten ere'" 
n;errlbers \Jere \./oW'!ced a:ld elev~n aircraf't susta.ined~-~de.r...£.g6 
-fro~ the·bc.li1.st~ssault. -

6 Jan 1968 The 187th gets a ~ir.tenar,ce sta.,d do\/!: i:1 "-" effor't to repo.:'r 
tr.e lwavilj' d=ged ai:-cre.ft from the yrevious d .. y's a ctio,.,. 

9 Jan 1<;'62 - While bse:-1:.:'!1£ "roo<,s i.."1 a."1 LZ tr':'rty two roLes r.crt.~,east 0:'­
T.:>.;' Ninh, the 187th received or.eJ::Y e.!1t~ aircr5.f" fi::-c. Or: c 
gunship we.s hit by a , 50 clc.ibe::- rou."ld ~"ld 1<o,.r,ded t::e pE ~t 
\;o.rrant Officer T:-:o1"..as £Strr.on. The flight of troop Cf,~'T)': .. g 
helicopters received air bursts while executir.g l ow leVel 
approaches L~to or. LZ. 

17 ua~ 1962 - warrant Ofi~ccr Jo~~ 7. Jcrd~i e&r~ed ~is sec~d O~< ~~af 
Cluster to tha Purple Hlle.rt, He was wounded twice by enerlY 
grou.~d fire wi thL"l eleven days d'<lTing the !'lont!'. of JanlUU')' ",::i 
once L~ October 1967. On ehe 17th he was wound&d in the ~eg 
bJ' a .30 ca:"ibcr rOL..'ld while flling on a general s'"'pport niss:'or. 
at 2400 fect. After checking with the medical atte~dants at 
Dau Tieng, he rem&rked that it ~~s only a sc:-atch and con~inued 
to fly his m:.ssion. 

February 

16 Feb 1968 - }j[.jor Russell J. Folta bec=e the cc=nde,- of the 137th 
Assault Helicopter Conpany, The alackr~wks cOuducted a combat 
assault mission L'l an area five miles north of Saigo!1. The 
flight encou.~tered en~ automatic veapons fire and Lieutenant 
Henry L. lIyatt II escaped serio:ls injury when a round penetrllted 
the floor and 10d,;;ed in a book under his scat entitled liThe 
So'u-ce". :18 wrote to the author , James Hichener, about the 
i~,cident . '.Iithir. a week he receivod a letter from tl.e aut.l1or 
and an autogNphcd copy of the novel. The Tay ~iinh Ease Ce.!np 
was hit by ~~ aneL" rocket and mortar attack that night. 
7hroe helicopt~rs were dw~ged by flying shrapnel. ~le crew 
ne!1lbe r SP4 Dermis J. Lulof was killed and eight other olackhewks 
were ",oWlded. The attack co:-,tir.uec until 0400 in the t'!ornL~g. 



REPROOVCED AT ........ --_., lt1l h .... i II"i"A~ ... " ... ., . -' 
J ::u '~1''; 

1 J:m 1958 ',l..1j-.:....:.. '~~/::!: c~ts Co ;·.nintcn .... llcc Zt."'.11d dO·t11 . . ::1,-.t ~ '.;;,':./ to colebrotc 
the nC':1 ;rc:-:.r. __ "; :':-0:-.0 c:1jo~rcd the r.:.:l ~· ... ~:'..ti.,n Hi t~ t!1c e:;cc~tio:~ 0: the mc.in­
tc.:l'1..'"tnCC PCrsOl"!:1C! 0:"" C0~:·':'~30 ... 

2 J:u-: 1958 - ::'hQ -: 'i' l' ' .. ClC .' .. ·.rth.ip~ kill .:r. fa:', Viet Con.:! ' .. :hen tjl~~' r~:l:)Q!ldcd to 
n ctloll for !..~::;;~:!; CO'ler in t~(: or-Il:- ~iO :r:inr: h0\U'~ ..... t Fi::'~1) ::iu~~;C!·t :BC.S0 Burt 
t\/cnt:,' !'ivc ::ilc ~~ :1u1. .. ·~~cr.3t oi 'J.f.:~/ rinh . :~.!"!0 ..lX'. ': ~ h~J; b .-.In hit b;- ~ D!"l;,;!\y 

!'".1G;rt .~.r .-.tt.:'.cl: :U1(~ :--. crou.:id ,-:ttc-.c!: H i;'S u.-.~_ ;::",.:~\.y ,~·j"!c!,"~ ~i1c :: .T P.\CK :~~.I,.·ivz:d on 
t!1c ::;CC!1C ..... !'ld dirtruptcd the cncn:,r c.~:Jo.ul t. 

i'~.!:; ',.:7 

17 ::c:lJ 19'50 - ~;r~ 1":'7-;;'':' . . ;:_~ ~-,l..'''·\.ntct .. .:lo~-.:r !""'.",into~1...",-'r1CC 3'~C.:1d :l')' .. il JC t~ ·~t th.:­
;-~:-.intcr.2..."'!cc :.':l~.:.c::~~~l cS.llc.:. lJork on ~:~C G.:·.: .~cn 1)01ico?tc~:s. .·J.l O ';~lC:"'~ ~~r­

Go~~-,cl s;J . ..:n-:' t~ 10 (L1Y fillin\:; 0:".-'1(1. bc,:-s r'-tS.J :.:i:,,~."in,:': d)c:,>e:r hlJl~:;. _~:::.~in t :u.t 
ni~~t, t>.(; ".J':-:':-;0 c""n:, \1 .'.3 .hi t by c roc:(ct ::-'.:10. !..ort.: .... ~ .':'.t·~:',.C~~ . 

I :~ ·.r !5'5D - ?:~2 1 ':' 7:~ b0~"'-'1~ :'. c"'_".~:,~. !.~1 ~o fi':d ,-.r-_O · ~;i(' -= !)' _i1~ fo:" the 'll!'"d.t. 
:.!1o.f;!:~ ::." ,'l".ii ,-.ti:):: .~,,: . ..:.; ... :.~::i~.r2;,l in Vie:t:·" ': '. ',:i tI'. ~. h.::"i t~~.;! to t.'l_ ~1:--."::] "Jl-:.c1(.~~',:~::: I 

'.r~ic:1 C.·~,t0;,) b :c:,: '~~ J.[~? ; t~c 7~h ~Jc:·.t".c1:..'on t l~i '..i::- c;..v ~,'!:"iv~ ~: in !Ji~,-'1 , INIr . 

3 ~i.."'.r 1~) ,:' - :·i~ - :.: ' ::j .-::()r~ [CIT: t h:: 7-:~l 0:' t"0 1 .11: C:--: .. r l·.:..· .. riy:::d f.)'~ "i:!_ct)"untr:rtl 
'i;~".inin6' " 'iit~1 tl--.c. l -:·,..-::h. ' ~ '~ '7'.rd10;'3 o.~ · tJ1C u..-nit r~:'::e con.flict, t;~,;; b..l~':'· ts 
'./ l-'rr; ~cc .pt::d ',/:r:..,,: ·:,'.:- i!1 ."\ ::"'_·;.!'.~r f0::' ':~ic:-. t ! ... ·. lS7~f) h ·".~ ."!l'., :"'..~~~ 1)(;0!) not~d . 

:> 1-1·'..r 1 ]G3 
tl: .:ir u:":.i-',; 
ni '1. ;ior~~ . 

lC7th, o~t 

- 7hc :-:::, .... t '~lr:..; 

."\ft...:.: ::.~ iLir:~; in cr) , .b .... ; ..... 8.1.:11 t t'J)a ~'en, r .... l CU·'.1~)Ort 

:--.ccc~ltc(l ',,/~rnly b;{ t.,.: o~ t he 

10 :i...".r 19;~ - '2h6 1::7;;.'1 '.s3.:'..ult !1CJlic,:)7)-:~:"" CO:,:p::!\: voto~ on 0. !'t~ ', 1 l.:-"1it i1...1:'1C . 
Th(: n""r.c IICrus:'F..:::r:3" net .:·,~~rov,:'.l . and (\ viC.:l rOl,X3 )~o::S-J.":-:~-' '-r:-~3 ir.i ti~~tc<1 to 
~p~~ .. .c: tr.(; · ... ord . [:::',.r :Ji;,7::) :,-~d O:ir.boln \,"~rc !JI~.ccd in ~hc co:--:r:- .~" "ora:" . 

23 i:'..r 19-58 - Or, tl:i:1 cL:-',:r ;::. offici .... l c..'·'o!Jon:~ ',/::'0 C0!1L~tCt::0. tr.l ~lu'b:.icly 
t..'"1.."1ou..'r')c:;:o the n0;'! J"l • .!.1~ 07 th~ l07th !.~r.:-_".ll t !IQlico~tQr Cu:-,~,. .... l"~:, :'\i"O~ t::-:.io ck.\f 
on the u.'1i t '-lill 'u;.:; th0 "C: ...... c:;OOC:'3" . ~~10yi:;ion :'J1d r::t.io ?C~ :iorL"'!cl cove:rod. 
the avc!:.t :""!1Cl -t>.::: 2)'~:1 I l':.f·Zltr-J -;)iviJion E:'.nc. ruidcd to the p0:1p ~ nO. circ"'l.-r:l3t~cc . 
Tll C,; 1!37t..l) ~Or\lc~! ,'.r: :1. l~C~.c.~{ .I\c~"..ction ~orcc: :-:.nc1 the cc-~c ~ !On:.~ \1"'.:; intarrJ.ptccl 
~hcn t~:! fliC1t ;"~c0ivc(1 .;!1 ur~nt c ..... ll to rcspo:ld i;~.:.::di :-:tcl~r to ; n :'.!:3':lll1 t 
luz3ion no:~r rJy',:~oc Vir-J1, ~rn~ , 'rhc ItCr-us ' .C!Ct'3" !)crC'-"'Jblcd to thctir hclico?tcrs 
r.nd c.c:>-:rte:d fvr '~ij....: mOGio:l l1hich cO!1tirru.'Jd thr01.l.[~h t~c: hCur5 of cL-.rlo:cf;;J , 
~1" coro;:ony ".-"':; nC"J'·.:-r :iiniuhcd. 
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1 A}1:.:il 1968 
Ap Eao 

6 April 1968 

DUC lilA 

':be Crusaders fle .. · Cer;-.ba t Ass:l'.u ts arotmd the Due Hen Area. 
T.lay fl ew 304 sorties, carried 525 passc~ers and 5 tons of 
cargo, they did not eneountor =y enemy fi re . 

APRIL 

,;,:,,, Crusaders workil1tc~ with the 199th Lt. Inf. Brirrmc flew 
256 sorties and cnrried 302 pCS3enrrers . Th~ fliGht on­
cou:'ltc::ed lic3'ht C8:rti [..utor.latic firo fron £,"Tid XT )00290 , 
t1~.:: Rat Puck was cr~d.i tad with 4 kil1r; by act-up.l 1')ocly 
eOll!lt enc. 1 e<::timateo. , with 9 structures =d 7 S=p, ... "l3 
d"stroyed aro~"ld t~c Ap B~ Area. 

'i'lle Crusndcrs wo!';';inti ~Ii th thc 199th Lt. Inf. 3dG. h:~d 

~"lOthcr lOnG d~~, they flew 406 sorti cs , carried 669 pas-
8ellc,ers ?~d 4 tons of careo . Tne fliaht I OSbCQ a tot~~ 
of 119 .1 hours. 

11 April 19£3 :ile CrusMe:rs hac. anothe r I OIU , but fulfilli!l? C:c~· . They 
wo,:bc. wi th the 5th R~er Gp . 101 st 113::, ~ri t!J II Field 
Fo:~cv as c.l t. Tile Crt.:.saders f10\: c. totE!.l of 539 50rti..J3 , 
ccrricd 531 passcncers and 10 tons of c~50 , lOGcill6 a 
t 0 tal of 11 4 .1 hours . 

~10 fliGht cnco~ t~r..Jd h·.;avy so:-.l l <'-T'IllS fire i!1 t~03 area 
<1:10 South of 'fu.;y Ninh alone the river , but did not r 2coive 
OJ>:" hits. Tne Rat P:;.ck ve.s credited with 3 kills by ec:'tucl 
cOlmt, with 2 sampans des troyed". 

12 April 1968 /~ I. ,,~d day f or the Cruscd.?rs . Wllile flyin.:; s".ll'!,ort for 3 
Bm:: 25th I nf . Div. t h.3 Rr-.t Pc.ck r ecJi ... d 670 hits from 
1'0(:0r~,tc n.ntiy. ~.ircr::.ft fire , rc:~l ti~~ in.3 KL'o =d 1 
'filL. ~e i.rec. of opere.i;ion we.s j'orth E~.st e,: lhu Tieng fit 

--,,~ tID ;,ort}IOL""ll tip of the Hichclin Rubber Fl~.nktion . The 
fliGht flew 351 sortieG, cnxried 695 pas~e~crs end logged 
,'. tot.c".l of 89 . 6 hours . 

29 J..pril 1963 Til::) Cru3c.ders worked p.,;nin , with t ho 3 Bm: 25th Inf. Div. 
in the Yuchelin Rubber PIC'~t.c'1.tion Ec.st of pc.u 'i'ieng. The 
fli~;ht received lieht SJ:l:lll =s fi re , r esulting in 1 VIJ., 
who was nadevaced to Long 3inh . 

The flight flew 293 sorties, cc..rryinc t'. tot~.l of 683 pns-
s.J!1(;c:rs . 
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8 l'~ 1968 

15 l""y 19o} 

25 1-I2.;r 1968 

29 ~Ia.y 1968 

~Il') Crus:\llel's GU?p0!"1:in.:; the 1 r,DE 25th Inf. Div. flov 320 
30rties , c=ricd 617 pr,ss<:n"crs ,~.nd leCGed 1'1 . 4 hours. The 
;:li~ht rc:coived one hi t fro:~ liGht SI:!::\l1 l'~= fi~.) C'.t xs 
555957 , W.)st of Sf.'.i&on .~t the hor~o shoe. 

lbe Crusc.ders 3f;nin support"d tho 1 BDE 25t:: 1:1f . ::lh· . 
flyinc 349 s or ties, c~.rryin,; 429 !J".SSe!1CCl'S . i'he fliGht 
::..:':)coi YCa ; hi t~ fro~ liGht s;:.rQl t!r!nG fire i:i th0 LlJ Ri~ 
bet-;{oen ~c.nc: :s~ nnd Trur'II kp , grid X'i' 542213. 

frtc Crusndcr3 flow 396 =;ortie::; , c.:.rri~d 7 44 p:-.S£'G!~ ..::::~ n.nd 
lo~:~ed 112.7 hourc w'lUe ou;:;;>orti~ tile 3 nI:S 25til Ir,f . Div . 
t ho fli.:;ht occ.in rec~·i ved s:,211 CJ.":lZ fire, f!"~J:l tile ;·:i,chelin 
Rue'ber Pbnta tion t;rid XT 542539 , rcsul til'.: in 1 hit on c 
V".i- 1 D aircraft . 

~:: C_'1.'.~(..:i::::.."~ s·!.l · ,::~:'ti~:: 1 JIG 25tr. Inf. D-~': . G..'11 3 3!E 
25:.]) I:-.f . Div . fl~" ... 275 so!'tics car:-ied 814 P2.ss<:::1C~=S 
£:-.1 l oc'",ea. a total of 102 . 3 hours . 

':'!.c fliCht r eceived :1eav-J anti circrnft fi:ce 3 ldicks Eas t 
(': 1~.?110 Ill? .. llS alor.:; I:i w"e.:! 1,. r:;:rid X? 533187, which 1'c::u1 tad 
i :l 2 e.~crC'..ft hi te ar.c. 1 crew monte:::- wo~de~:. ':'l~..:: fli.c;ht 
""" credited .... i t:-. 1 kill by actw-,.], bo:y cG,mt . 

?:o Re.. t Pack, ".,hile 'lIo!:'ki!'~ for 1 BIlE 25th I:--..f . D:i.v ., 
:::! I.) ttOG. 3. 122 ::1IJ r ocke t la\~chcr 1Qor :;11 of ':'f.y ~rL:..'1 3asG 
C,~,<:) :,:.'ip X~ 091545 , tho rocket huncher I-I<'.S brou.:jl"~ 
l'.l1'~er fire by t he Re. t Pac.'<: a'la. destroyed . 

':L'llC (;.!'\.~saLcrs , ,r:-.ilc fl~tin: ~or t!":e; 1 s ·~ D~ 2~ ~l :.~ ., 

fl ew 31 S sorties and 5~.9 pa3sen,:c~~ . ~·H.::r ,:::::-o·'.!':: ... '~cd 
cn0: "'.y fi~'e a..'1G. \-Ias c10~:::J. to r0t;U'l~ fi= : . ::!1~ -;.r :-1 :1) 
hclico~)ter r eceived ohrQ.pv:U f::-otl a 2 . 75 2-"1:' h:c cnct"'.y 
0-..1.n.;';'crs were d~strc:rcd . 

\ r. ,ile su!'portin.:: 
ll~w 50 1 so~ties 
we s r<lcci ved <,.nd 
waapons fire. 

the 1st Bde . 25th 11'5. Div ., 
a~d carried 786 ~~"se~ers . 
3 \J,!1 -D 1 S reeci vod r.i ts f~-o:::! 

t::e Crusaders 
En;::!:'y fire 
autor.:atie 

~7. ,ilc fl~'il1G Combat A~ saults for t"::e 2nd Bele 25th iliv., 
th..: C-J..~ll.Eadcrs rece ived cncIJY fire. li-:;~r obtaining 
"'. " :OLe t!cle Rat Pack !"o!.led i n nne. soon cla.i=d possi ble 

.. ; :.illeJ. an.tl orlC S i .. J.1U~Yl . 



R(PROO~CEO AT 
; - ~ ..... -.. . -

A, ....... " • ••• 
' . .,.~ . 

1 Ju."'le 1968 

19 June 196B 

24 J-_L"'le 1968 

2.9 J~le 1968 

12 July 19G9 

'ih~ Crasaders H,lile fl~-ille CJ,. f or the 2nd Bde flm/ 562 
co~tiC:3 ulld 468 passcn.:::crs . The;- ~cc.::ivcd moderate automatic 
",-,a:J()lls fire and took 4 hits . 'i'!ley quiakly r e!Jponded and 
clcined 2 VC killed by -DO~ count. 

llrile ',forking f or the 5rd ::lc!e 25th Div., the Crus8.<'ers flew 
392 sorties end ea=ie:l 720 pa~sen.;ers . ';'J-.ree enemy bwl.1ccrs 
were s)Ottcd end dcstToyed . 

The Crusa..C.c:::-s, sup!,>ortinB -~10 1C1 st .ARB , f10\f 363 sor"t~es 
o.!l- l CEJ.rri0c. 687 pa:::~e!\:c:!.'s . Total hours flo\ffi w'as 122 . 5, 
c.nothor lone ~v for the C7,lS::.d(:rs J 

Fl:-1I".,j for t),e 101 st AR."3, tho C:::-"s~_de",s eneOu."'l1;nrec. heavy 
SI!l.':Ul artlS fir0 fron tilt! area. l!orth of 'Irang 3ant. They 
rocciv')d one hit and quicl:};r responded 'killinc a.t l '-':?'!Jt 
0;:'1.0 VC . 

J"JLY 

lidle flyin.::; Co"-_oa.t J,,~:;:.al t fo:' the 101 st Airborne, 1:!lC 

C::us~ncr3 rccc:i vee. sl."k'l.ll arw::; fire . ~lC Rat Pack 1.'0110.1 
in and destroyed 4 str\:ctu.:.~C$ anr.. killin.:; a t l east 2 VC . 
7hc::,- ~'ot one secondsry explosion froD tlwir attack . 




