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' BIGHLIGHTS (F BLACKHAWK COMBAT PrRallCKL - REFUBLIC OF VIETNAM

In the dey to day ocmbat cperaticns of an isssult Eeliooptear Company,
certain events stand out above all others. These happenings relate to wa
| the extraordinary schievements, the ocoursce, the humor and the tragedys
| that oome from the men of an Asesult Helieopter Qompanyi together thay
precent us with a ploture of the unit's charsoter snd spirit. The
Blackhawks have a story %o tell} a story about the making of the finest
Appsult Helicopter Company in Vietnam.

On 31 Mareh 1967 the Blackhewks returned to their Tay Ninh Roost
after two weeks of training with ¢he 1lth and 145th Combat Aviatiom
Battaldions. On 1 April 1967, with froa 50 to 60 hours experience under
their belts, the Blookhavkn begam flying as Afiroraft Commanders and
Pilots in their own ahins for the wery firat time. That waan't so easy;
1t took a lot of coole to assume oomnand of that ship with only 50 bhours
experience and that not being in the left seat. Artillery waan't »¢
sany to translats yet, the taoticsl approaches were still uncoordinsted
abortians, emargonay procedures wers gressed on the windshields, all
| thosa maps wore unmansgeable, and Cherlie vee dowr there Just waitingd

l The Blackhiawks leaned fass. ¥ith fivo slicks and a light {ire tesn
| (LF?) under the operational oantrol ef the Hornets {11€th Aslt Eel Co),
the Bluckhawk orevs perfarmed on oombal sessults and on every kind of
ash and tresk miseion canceivadble.

> April 1967

The first tragedy %o beset the Blackhswks happensd on this day. Im
the traditional Blackhawk effort to give of thamselves 120%, Wurrant
Officer Carbett and Tharnburg, srev chief 5¥4 Hodge, and 40or gunner
F¥C Matthews, volunteersd %0 carry s load of radio squipment to the top
of Scng Be Hountain. Thay orashed on top of that mountain. The ocuuss -
inexpaxience, toc wuch of & load, and moderste turbulence on top of a
3500! mountain., Warrapni CIficer Coarbett suatained s Wroken nosej Warrant
Officer Thomburg sustained s oumpound fracture of the arm and a damaged
nerve. Thay wers both evacuated to Japan. Werrant Ufficer Tharmburg wvas
further evecusted 40 the Stsatas. G5SP4 Bodge broke a bane in his foot and
PFC Mutthews sustained ecme deep outs; they are both beck on duty e

6 April 1967

- The Blackhswks wore prooruwed %o provide only five slicks and twe guns

until 10 April, but they were fest improving and regyuests for their mppert
; vere groving. {(m tide day they comzitted 10 and 4. This wos thie bdoglnning
| of a trend that would prove the Bleckhawke maintenance team (o ba the
finest in keeping the "wosteat up the longest",
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6 April 1967

The Rat Puok gets ite first sempanl While test firing theixr weapcns
wvest of ¥ay Ninh, Ceptain Kunds, Major Bsuman, Captain Dervsier, snd
Varrant Officer Stahlecker disocovered a VC sampan, Alaal A moving
target! ¥he fun didn't last long; the two gun ahips disintegrated
ths aaxpsn after only two pasees.

10 April 1967

The Blackhawks go fully operstional. Flying in supperi of the 24 Bde,
ﬁ 25t.'b.1n.fbiv;tnwﬂoa.mdt}u%waww:'nnat?qnnh,t.ha

‘ Blackhawks caanitted 12 and 4, carried £24 troops, &0 tons, flev 148
hours on 322 sartiens.

12 April 1967

The Blsokhawks take their first hits. Warrant Officer Gcnde and Varrant
Offioer Teylar #uke 14 hits on the way cut of the Frenaoh Fart Pi. Thase
two Blaokhawks will go oo to estebliah themsclves s the biggest

*oagnet assed” in the compaxy.
1y April 1967

! 9lF Jecksom snd WO Bmith, flying a UB-1¢, werw aaking their seoomd

; ﬂrmgpauonnluapuwdfcwqwum:hmﬂuyumhitnﬁ
intense sutoastic weapons fire. One round hit and ax;loded o 2.TH"
rocket as it was leaving the pede The explosicn nearly severed

FFC Eowell's srm. 5P Jumes ¥. Hester, the exev ghief, fumedistely
went to his gunner's aid. The wound vas 80 dovastating and bleeding
so profusely, that SF4 Heater 1iterally shruet his hand intc Howell's
chest cavity to pinch the wrtery off. Eis scuragecus asstion saved
¥IC Howell's 1life. The explesian also knooked the hydraulios out

and soverely dameged the ocatrol linkage. The engine teaperature rose
to above tho red line. LT Jackeon and WO Baith shoald have landed

i the airoraft Lmaedistely bafare the hydruuliocs completely froze ox

| before the engine blsw up, Rather than risk the loes of Howell's

life both pilots elected %o fly the arippled ehip buck to Dau Yieng.
Thers they made a parfect, no hydraulics rumning lending @ thaix
vary first try. PJC Howell's arm was Boved and he ves evacusted %o
the Btates. The Dootor's statement attested %o she soundnese of the
pllots' decision %0 fly %0 Dau Tieng. If they hadn't rFC Rowell

most 1likely would have bled to death, SP{ Hester vas recosnended

for the 8ilver Btar. LT Jnokson and WO Smith were recamuended for the

Distinguished Flying Croes.
1 Aprid 1967

The first of meny counter mortar étandLys for tha Rat Pack began
touights So far they haven'?t baen nesded st Tay Kink.

e
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15 April 1967

At 20%0 hours Kajox william F. Bauman received an emargency requosd
for a Plackhavk Command and Oontzol ship to sid in the defense of
Prek Kok Bpecial Forves Oamp which wes under & hesvy martar snd
gound attack. Majar Buumagn, Warrant O{fioer RoGrady, Bergeant
S4oevs and 8P4 Dolan wvalimteered their services to evew the ship.
hess Plackbavks {lev through IFE veather oonditices far several
hours as they essisted the Prek Kok Camander. During this time
mymmuiummn&pmurnammm
voundsd baok tc Tay Ninh. They also assinted & LIT in finding their
vay out of the weather end back to Tay Minh. Jor their couwragecus
aoticns and davotion te duty the pilots have bean recommended far
tbammmsarwfcrthommdalvﬂhfhrriu.

18 April 1967

A big day for the Blaakhawke. Four @un ships and five slicke
displayed the courage and flying ability shat vould have besn
expeoted only of people with six to eight months gambsat experience.
A Civilian Irregulex Dsfenze Group was exnbushed pear the Ceabodism
barder. Thay vers about to be gverrun vher Captain Kunde's and
Captain Yeavex's fire Veans oone to the rescus. Onoe agalin
Elockhavks flev trrough l.umderstoris vhere visidility vas lsss than
e quacter of a mile. mi;umcmlutodmspwid?mn
sdvicors into the beleaguwred LI. Coptain Clarke then led five aliaks
of his third platoan {nto the LI whore they howsred axround ¥hile
m:tmhpickqﬂmdodnmmpermh tnoe again tre
Blackhavks were recoumanded for s fist full of DFC's and AN v/"V™'a.

20 April 1967

1 April 1967

The Blackhawks receive their first REF missfon for II Field Yorces.
Thoy veren't committed - & day of such needed restl

23 April 1967

Black Barcn exscutes Ste first Battalion 14f%. ¥he Bornets lead,
followved tiy the Blackhavks, while the Top Tigers bring up the il
the

g4 April 1967

Throee slicka and ons heavy fire team particf{pate in tha Plaskhawis
first Bagle flight for the 18t of the 9th Infantxy.
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25 April 1967

The Blackhswks are traveling far these days - The 9th Reoysl
Australion Regiment st Vung Tau. The Rat Fack teaches the Vung
Pau YC that it doesn't pay %0 shoct at belicopters with a big
vhite rat painted on the front. Wwhen they 4id the Rat Pack
rﬂtnlhhd Yy deetroying 18 ntructm-ca. 1 oortar position,

1 storage arsa, and 10 sampans.

27 Apzil 19671 -

Ancther bump on a rough romd %o stardom. vaxrrent Cfficera Kenry
and Peede catch a tatl rctor as they are going into a tight LZ.
The sireraf: (s totaled and tha crew sgustains acms bruises, Wt
they are soen back im sction.

30 april 1967

The Blaokhawks finish April by ccumitting 16 end 4 in support &f
the 9th at By Tho. They fly 456 scrties in 182 hours and ocarxy
893 pmssengers. 2822 howrs for the Blackhavwks for their first
nonthl
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5 May 1967

1 tacticsl emergency was relayed to Blackhawk Operations
roqmatiua-dimmdnnd:ttmuuugspocmrom-
Comp at XT 165554 was overrun by the VC. Kleven casualtiss were
evacuated t0 the 45th Burgical Bospital at Ty Nimh.

6 May 1967

On this day a Blackhawk wes performing & Cammend amd Ccntrol
missicr for the 25th Div. At 1500 hours the ship ook s hit and
vos forced to make e precautionmy landing te check for damuge.
At 1600 the saps Blackhawk was again hit by snamy fire, however,
he continued to fly his misaicn until 1620 hours when anothsr hit
forced him to make s precautionary landing. He again retumed ic
the air to cauplete his mission vithout further incident.

8 Muy 1967

Varvent Officers Seale and Meada were taking off from Toy Rinh
POL o & south departure, closed right traffic to the Eoost,
vhen either their engine failed or s shori shaft failed. Thay
vere at about 40' in the air witr less than 35 kmote. Befare they
vare awnre of the problem they had loet most of their PN, They
fell to the ground and totaled the sircraft. ¥O Seale is fiying
again, ¥O Meade has besn evacusted to the States.

12 May 1567

WO Tannar hed an engine fail while at & high howsr in POC. Be
41d & good job of setting it dosm even though the akids did & split.
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23 May 1967

The Blackhawks had their fixrst, and probably last, maintenance
stand dova.

24 May 1967
mxwmtm15m4.ﬁdnwmm.

27 May 1967

At appraximately 17330 howrw the Blsckhawks wers rallied for e
tactical emargenoy., 4ll Blackhawks left whatever resupply missiom
they had been on and headed for Beo Trol, In tweniy minutea
10 ships were sitting om the strip waliing to be deplgyed.

30 May 1967

it dusk ths Rat Poock dincovered three gun & rocked positions
29ty B8' just off the Tay Rinh perimeter. They were destxcyed,

The Blaockhawks flev 3479 hcurs in May whils the Harnets flev
597 hours,

9 Juno 1967

The 188th pleced five UH-1E helicopters under Rlackhawk cmizel
for training purposess The Blackhaxks snd $ Blackwidows supparied
the 134, 24 33s of thes 2%%h Div., near the haressabhoe at Dus Eoa, 8ix
Blackhavks recaived 30 calidber hits; 0 wors evaruated and the rest
cantioved $o fly. Captain Pressen waa vounded in the amm, howewver,
ba couTagecusly continued $o lead the flight untdl the missica was
scocmplished. Be recwived the IWO. Tourteen VC IXA's wvare confirmsed

\ and 10 .soxe wers possible's.

17 Jvw 1967

Thonlmkham vere on REF status when st 1430 they were callsd mm
e Tac § at lai Dhe., They were Teleaszed at 1900 houxs,

22 June 1967

h1900hom5luokland2mnuncdlodontm;!ulto:
the 25¢h Div,

23 June 1967

One soout dog ves evaounted for fnjuries from XT 525020 to the
Yetorinery Hospitsl at Chu Chd.

24 Jwa 1967
Tac B at Lol Khe &t 1300 hours.



































