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SECTION 2, PART I

Commanders? Observations (Iessons Learned)
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1. (U) Personnel
a. ITEM: CIDG Pay Cards (Det B-33, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: CIDG pay cards were not properly filled out, Fictures,
humber of dependents, and weapons serial numbers were missing. This worked an
extreme hardship on the pay officer. '

_ OBSERVATION: The Detachment S1, and respective A-Team XO's must
insure that every CIDG pay card has all the necessary information filled in.

b. ITEM: Detachment Operational Funds (Det B-33, 5th SFGA)

, '-'DISCUSSION: It has been the past policy of this detachment to send
operational fund reports directly to the company. This resulted in numerous
deficiencies not being detected until the audit was conducted at company level.

OBSERVATION: In 6t theabove outlined policy was very time consuming
to both the company and the detachment involved, this policy has been revamped
in that all fund reports are now submitted to the Funds Officer at this B-
Detachment, where they are checked prior to being hand carried to the company
by the Detachment Sl. Lo

c. ITEM: Awards and Decorations (Co A, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSIMN: Many recommendations for awards and decorations
.are being downgraded or disapproved because they do not meet the criteria,
they are poorly written, and/or they do not include the key phrases required

by regulation.

OBSERVETION: The extra time and effort spent in eliminating the
above discrepancies are worth while as it precludes injustices to deserving
“individuals.

4. ITEM: Incorrect Death CGratuity Payments (Co A, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: It has been noted that several funds officers have

made incorrect death gratuity payments because they have made their own
computations instead of following the regulation, 5th SF Gp {Abn) Regulation

37-1 is specific in the amounts to be paid by pay grade.

_ OBSERVATION: Simply following the regulation will eliminate ithe
possibility of an injustice through under peyment to the next of kin of a CIDG
member killed in action or the possibility of a funds officer having his
accountability increased due to overpayment.
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e, ITEL: Accuracy in Performance of Administrative (Det B-35, 5th SFGL)
Duties

DISCUSSIOl: The S5-1 Section of an operational B Detachment hardles
2 voluminous amount of mmperwork each month, i.,e., personnel reguests, Officer
Efficiency Reports, recommendations for awards and various reports.

OBSERVATION: To insure this workload is processed efficiently and
timely proofreading of all draft copies is essential, This is a basic fundamental

in all sections; however, its importance cannot be overemphasized. Each request, “
report or documert which has to be retyped because of improper spelling, sentence

structure and other errors not only increases the volume of work, but also

significantly retards the timely submission of these various reports.

f., ITEM: Loss of Correspondence (Det. B-35, 5th SIGA)

DISCUSSINN: The loss of important correspondence sent from this
HQ!s to higher and subordinate HQ's has created a serious problem.

OBSERVATION: To correct this a distribution log was established.
Correspondence from all sections are charneled to the 5-1 section vhere they

are logged in and hand receipted out. Since the initiation of the distribution
log there has been no loss of correspondence hardled under this procedure.

g. ITEM: CIDG Supplementary Payrolls (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

- DISCUSSION: Previously all supplementary payrolls included all
personrel who were not paid on the original payrolls. Once complete the supple-
mentary payrolls were returned to the respective A Detachments for payment.. This
proved highly unsatisfactory as numerous personnel received pay for soldiers,
who either had deserted, were in hospitals, or on leave,

OBSERVATION: All persornnel due sunplementary pay are now paid

at the B Detachment., The person to receive pay must have a slip from the X0 of
the A Detachment verifyirg that this man is entitled supplementary pay. The

use of this system has proved highly satisfactory and has reduced the supple-
mentary pay roll expenditures approximately ©0%; while at the same time insuring
the just paymert of personnel not paid on the original payrolls.

h. ITR{: CIDG Strength Report (Det B~35, 5th SFGY)

DISCUSSION: Previously acquiring accurate CIDG strength had beer

somewhat of a problem. Two very important functions, CIDG pay and rations, depend
upont the accuracy of the strength report.
OBSERVATION: An accurate CIDG strength report can best be rendersd

if both USSF and LLDB jointly count and agrze on the number of personnel presenc
for duty o
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By placing great emphasis on this accountability, an equitable way of. handling
pay and distribution of rations is guaranteed.

2. (C) OPERATIONS:
a. ITEM: ARVN Artillery Support (Det B-34, 5th SFGA)

'DISCUSSIOK: The 175mm gun battery at Song Be experienced an
unacceptable delay in receiving ARVN countermortar fire when requesting through
communication channels to B-34 and then to Sector TOC, A joint TOC is not in
operation at this time,. : :

OBSERVETION: - A Vietnamese FO assigned to the 175mm battery with
direct communications to the ARVN batteries alleviates this delay in receiving
LRVN countermortar fire,

b. ITEM: VC Burial Parties (Det B-3L, 5th SFGA)

~ DISCUSSION: It has been noted that VG frequently return to a
contact site to search for and evacuate the bodies.

 ORSERVATION: Contact sites should be staked out whenever possible
to cateh or kill any VC that return to remove their dead.

c. ITEM: Stay-Behind Ambushes ~ (Det B-34, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Several operations have noted that VC initiate contact
- from the rear after a patrol has passed through a trail intersection.

OBSERVATION: A successful countermeasure to this tactic has been
to leave a stay-behind ambush in vicinity of a trail intersection while the
patrol search one of the trails leading from the intersection. VC Have been
caught moving up the trail in the rear of the patrol. ,

- d. IIEM: Mortar Attacks (et B-3L, 5th SFCA)

. 'DISCUSSION: During mortar attacks on two occasions in the past
Juarter - in this area, 2 US have been killed and 3 seriously wounded. No
ground attacks accompanied the mortar attacks. Cesualties were taken, well after
the commencement of the mortar attacks. Fersonnel were needlessly out of their
bunkers.

OBSERVATION: Personnel must be disciplined to remain in a bunker

once a mortar attzck commences until a definite all clear is established or
the tactical situation such as a ground attack dictates that personnel move fron
their bunkers.
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" e, ITEM: USASTF Lugmentation (Det A~331, 5th SFGL)

DISCUSSION: After a large scale attack on a CIDG Canp, the
resulting destruction of facilities and equipment, coupled with the loss of key
control personnel severely effects the camability of the camp to rebuild its

defenses.

ORSERVATION: As a minimum, the "BV and/or "C" detachment must
provide an augmentation team to assist the cemp until it can return to normal
operations. The team should cansist of Cosmand and Control personnel, signal
personrel, and a medical assistance team. The composition of the augmentation

team will depend on the situation.

£. ITEM: Camp Recovery Assistance (Det A-33k, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Past experience hes shown that an influx of visitors
can be expected at an "A' camp after a large scale attack, The visitors in
addition to the evacuation of wounded, ccordination of resupplies, supervision
of defense construction, and premration of reports is often beyond the
capability of the detachment.

OBSERVITION: Every effort must be made by all concerned to avoid
interfering with the VA" Detachment efforts to retain or regain complete control
of the camp situation. Higher headquarters ard the Command and Control augmen-—
tation persomnel should assume the responsibility for receiving visitors, in
the compilation of reports, and coordinating resupply and medical evacuations.

g. ITEM: Uire Barrier (Det A-334, 5th SFGA)
DISCUSSION: USASF had not checked the wire barriers around

the camp in detail since 03 August prior to the T August attack on Tong Le Chon.
It is possible that outer wire barrierswore cut or marked mrior to the commence-
ment of the 7 August attack on Tong Le Chon.

OBSERVATION: Barrier wires must be checked daily.

h. ITEM: Defensive Fires (Det A-334, 5th SFGA)

[is
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DISCUSSION: VC infiltrators may be lurking near the cuter edge
of a camp's wire barrierin spite of H & I fire concentrations.

OBSERVATION: Close-in defensive concentrations and countermortar
should be periodically included in the H & I fire concentrations both day and
night, to discourage VC infiltration.
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i. TITEM: Removal of C4 Explosive from (Det A-334, 5th SFGA)
Claymore Mine
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_ ) DISCUSSION: During the 7 August atteck on Teng Le Chon approximately
50% of the emplaced Claymore mines failed to detonate because the CL explosive '
had been removed by CIDG personrel and used for cocking fires, USASF had checked
the Claymores on 03 August.

15 November 1967

ORSERVATION: Claymore mines must be checked daily.

j. ITEM: Claymore Mine M-18 Installation (Det A~-334, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Experience has proven that Claymore mines are open
to pilferage, removal, or in some cases turned around to face the friendly
elements when protection is not provided. The accepted method has been to place
the mines in cement, however this is not always possible due teo lack of cement
and/or time.

OBSERVATION: An altermate method of Claymore installation is as
follows; Drive two five foot "UU shaped pickets in the ground with the recessed
part of the pickets facing the center. The pickets are driven into the ground side
by side separated by the width of a claymore mine. The mine is installed
upside down in the grooved formed by the "U' of the two pickets. In this manner
the fuse well is protected from the elemerts. The metal legs of the mine are
then inserted through the picket holes and bent around the pickets. This
method encloses the mine and eliminates pilferage cf C-4 from the mine by the
CcIDG., It also requires a considerable effort to remove the mine or turn it around.

k. ITRM: Local Security (Det A-334, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Immediately prior to the 7 August attack on Tong Le
:Chon listening posts and ambushes used as local security were completely
ineffective. USASF personnel did not check the 1P's and ambushes out the gate
the evening prior to the attack and based on prior experience, it is doubt ful
whether the plarned L¥5 2=d ambushes actually departed camp.

OBSERVATION: USASF should personally insure that planned local
security measures are in fact carried out.

1. TITEM: Safe hrea Security (Co C, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: On 290230 October, the safe area of Tra Bong Village
was penetrated from the East and the West by an unknown number of VC. The
village suffered extensive burning and the loss of eight hostages taken by the
YC., Reaction patrols from camp Tra Bong failed to make contact with the VC.
Investigation by the USSF detachment indicated that the YF OF's on the periphery
of the village safe area had not been manned as reported by the local district
chief. The result was effective surprise by the VG and correspondingly less
time afforded the camp.

OBSERVATION: Detachment commanders in the sub-sector roll cannot
overlook the fund=mental requircments of checking and QOuble—checking district
activities os well as those of the camp.
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m. ITEM: Combined OperationsBEmploying CIDG and FWIAF (cO C, 5th SFGhL)

DISCUSSIGN: Camps Thuong Duc, Minh Long, Ba To, and Gia Vuc have
conducted very successful operations employing platoon or company sized CIDG
elements attached to platoons of regular hrcy and Marine units in the area. In

.most cases, the CIDG were employed as additional platoons rather than as attached
souads. The major US unit provided an RTO and, in many cases, one US squad to
accompany the USSF advisor. The additional US personnel enabled the CIDG to
maintain 2, hour communications and reduced the number of USSF required to advise
each separate element.

OBSFRV/.TIQ: The following advantages in conducting operations
vith FWMAF were observed: :

(1) Operations were able to be of longer duration.
(2) Greater air lift capability.

(3) Immediate Medevac

(L) Availability of aerial resupply

(5) Greater fire support

(6) The CIDG gained corfidence by fighting along side of a major
unit. The GIDG demonstrated improved discipline, enthusiasm, and cooperativeness
~ which perhaps was produced by increased self esteem or the fear of losing face
in frort of foreign scldiers.

n, ITEM: Small Patrols to Keep Restricted Areas (Co D, 5th SFCA)
Free of Snipers

DISCUSSION: A pass area between two rocky hills was fortified with
six FF outposts. In spite of the outposts, snipers cortinually harrassed
traffic through the pass.

OBSFRV' TIONS: By using small patrolgaf Camp Strike Force
personnel mixed with local FF soldiers the snipers were effectively eliminated
from the pass, This active patrolling keeps the VC off balance, Breing uncertain
of patrol locations the VC are reluctart to expose themselves by firing.
Combining the ['F soldiers with CSF not only increases the skills of the Fi but

also permits the District Chief teo play a more active part in the defense of
his district.

0. TTEM: VC Attempts to Divert Spooky (AC47)  (Co D, 5th SFGL,

DISCUSSION: When Spooky is employed immediately following an
attack on an outpost, village, etc., he often draws sporadic fire from arec.s
that appear to be likely avenues of withdrawal and spends much of his time
firing into the area. :
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OBSERVATION: It has been established that the VC place one or
two men in covered positions far from their actual route of withdrawal with
instructions to fire simply to attract Spooky's attention and divert him from
the main force.

p. ITEM: River Operations with Agsault Boats (B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Operational Detachment A's assigned to Det B-35 are
currently located along a major Viet Cong river supply route. The Viet Cong
utilize this route to move troops and equipment. CIDG Forces conduct offensive
river patrol operations utilizing plastic assault boats with 4O HP outboard
motors,

- OBSERV:.TIONS:

(1) River patrols are best conducted with a minimum of 3 boats and
a maximum of 5. The lead boats should have machine guns mounted on tripods with
the front leg of the tripod wired into the bow of the boat. The maximum nunber
of persons per boat is four. Three persons per boat is more appropriate, The
motor operator will have a weapon but will not fire unless it is absolutely
necessary. The last boat should be. arzad with an automatic weapon and a 60mm
mortar. The base plate of the mortar is placed on a wooden platform set on sand
bags. Only charge one should be fired from the assault boat.

(2) The last boat should be designed as pick-up boat in case one
of the other boats is disabled by enemy fire.

: (3) Towing of disabled boats is best accomplished by a long rope
or strap, directly behind the towing craft. The engine of the towed craft
should be locked in the tow position.

(L) Arm and hand signals are most appropriate on the boat opcrations
as HT-1 radios have proved ineffective due to engine noise and interf{erencc.
Command radios should be provided with headsets for constant monitoring with
base station, ' ' S

(5) Fapers and ID ccrds of all persornel traveling on the water-
ways should be checked. The boats should be checked for items, especially in the
least accessible places, for instance in the bilge. To preclude the movement of
supplies undemc~tii the boat, a rope should be passed under the boat from
stern to bow.

(6) Not more than 50% of the boats in the patrol should be
halted and checking papers at._the same time. The others should eircle in froni
and behind the halted craft.

(7) Detzinees present a problem with the smell assault boats. This
ig the best method: Tiec the detainee's hands and féet and lay them in the botteo
center boat or boats, Captured or detained sampans are best towed by tying them
alongside the assault boats.
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(8) Vhen river operations ars supported by FAC or LFT*aireraft,
it has been found that the best results can be attained by having the aircraft
proceed the boats by about 15-30 minutes along the patrol route. After they have
flown the patrol route they should leave tha area to a distance of 5~10 kilo-
meters and be prepared to support on call, The boats will then proceed on the
river patrol. The V0 will think that supporting aircraft have left the arca and
will'. fire on the river patrol as it passes their location thereby disclosing
. their position. The command boat can merk this position by throwing colored smoke
into the water. The best method of insuring a well marked position is to loft
the smoke grenade a2s high as possible so that it begins to emit smoke before it
hits the water. The smoke grecnade will eject a scum which will be clearly
visible to the supporting aircraft as they come into the area to place fire
on the enemy positions. It has been found that red grenades Produce the largest
and most visible surface scum but other colors will work. * Light Pire Team
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(9) Boats in the river patrol should proceed at 2/3 throttle
until they come under fire at which time they can operate at full throttle.

~5) In the movement of troops with the assault boats, the saue
landing site should never be used two times.

(1) Flak jackets will minimize wounds to boat patrol persorncl.
They should be worn unzipped with only one srap closed so they can be discraded
if necess ry. MNo belts should berworn.

(12) Vhen moving troops to a designated landing site at night,
control over the other craft can best be ohtained by having the lead boat show
a filtered light just along the water line, The lead boat will be the first
to land and will remain at the landing.site until all craft have discharged their
personnel, Only 50% of the craft will land troops at one time. The remainder
of the boats circle slowly or idle off short until it is their turn to movc in.

q. ITEM: VC Countermeasures Against Airboats (Det B-35, 5th SFGAL)

DISCUSSION: The VG have developed several countermeasures ag:inst
airboats, Mines have been found in driver training areas and in canals and
channelizing exits or entrances into the Flain of Reeds. Stakes planted just
under the surface in these same areas are designed to rip out the bottom o the
boat. Grenades planted just under the surface and connected to trip wires; over
vhich the airboats must pass, have been used. A4t first, grenades with norual
delay were used. The speed of the airboats caused them to detonate after tiie boat
had passed by. Within two to three days the VC resorted to non-delay fusc. and
were able to inflict disabling damage to two airboats,

PR N R T I
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- OBSERVATION: Because of restricted visibility and high speec.:,
navigation by the airboats is difficult and the airboats tend to utilize kuown
channels or previously used routes. Air cover is esserntial to guide the boats
and prev®mnt establishment of patterns. Even in the open Plain of Reeds airboat
pathways are readily apparent. Once the bozts have traversed the ares care must
be taken to avoid using exactly the same pathwey. Bank and ground recomnaissance
of tree line and dike crossing points is a must.
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~. TTEM: Airmobile Operations (Det B-34, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: CIDG are reluctant to debark from troopships whan door
gunners use sunpressive fire on the LZ. CIDG assume that the LZ is being
defended by VC. '

OBSERVATION: CIDG must be thoroughly briefed on the use of
. suppressive fires and suppressive fires must be kept at a minimum except where
warranted. :

s. ITEM: Heliborme Assaults {Det B-35, 5th SFGA)
: - DISCUSSION: The speed at which the assaulting troops exit the
helicopter upon reaching the destination is an essential part of all heliborne

operations. =

OBSERVATION:: At approximately 75 foot elevation and when the
choppers reduce spped slightly in preparation for larding, one man from gach door
should stand on the skid and move forward toward the nose of the aircraft.

The second men ir each door should place his foot on the skid. This allows four
of the assaulting troops to depart the aircraft before it touches the ground.
Recomnended height for the four troops to leave the chopper is between 2-h

feet deperding on the terrain.

t. ITEM: Heliborne Operations (Det B~35, 5th SFGA)

v —

. DISCUSSION: Placement of personnel in helicopter is vital to the
success of heliborne operatior s.

OBSERVATIONS: Durirng several heliborne operations conducted
durirg the reporting period the following observations  were mades:

(1) To preclude Key personnel from being left on the departure field
assign one man not going on the operation to act as MALCO.

(2) Key persornel should be split up and ride in the choppers
nearest the front, e.g., choppers 1, 3, 4, and 7. In case the designated number
of choppers does not arrive, e.g. only 8 our of 10, the key personnel will not
be left at the departure field.

(3) Load only cne crew served weapon crew on a single chopper.

u., ITEM: Landing Zone Preparations for Helivorne (Det B-32, 5th SFGA)
Assaults

DISCUSSION: The technique of lengthy landing zone preparations,
either by air or artillery, prior to a heliborne assault has resulted in very
Jittle initial enemy contact during an operatian.




K

|

C commmeiie C oo 5

AVGB-C ‘ C 15 November 1967 !n BIY naw,
SUBJECT: Operational Report — Lessons Learned (U) R

CRSERVATIONS: Experionce hos shown that z 3 minute light fire team
preparation just prior To insertion decreases the chances of »n enemy being able
to leave the area. Ancther technique effectively employed with the light fire
team is a C.B.U. run with TAC air along wood lines seconds prior to insertion.

If the VC are in the vicinity of the landing zone, this has a tendency to keep
him "bottled up" until after the initial insertion has been completed.

v. ITR4: Counter Mortar Fire (Det B-32, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Following a mortar attack, effective counmr-morun'fhe

should be delivered without delay.

. OBSERVATION.: A hasty crater analysis following a mortar attack

can be effectively used to bring maximum counter mortar fires on the enery.

By taking an azimuth from the mortar craters, and firing at clearings along that
azimuth fire cam be brought to bear on suspected firing positions and routes of
withdrawal in mimimum time. In conjunction with this, organic mortar fire can be
registered on likely firing positions around the camp. The azimuth,»elevation,
and charge are placed on aimirg stakes in the mortar pit to ensure swift delivery.

w. ITEM: Communications During Airmobile Operations (Det B-3k4, 5th SFGA) 8

DISCUSSION: The assigned primary air to ground freguency becomes
too crowded when an airmobile insertion is conducted using the primary A/G

as the command freauency.

OBSERVALTICE: An azlternate freguency should be utilized for command
and control during an aimmobile insertion.,

x. ITEM: Bandom Firing by Helicopters (Det B-33, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Helicopters cortinue to fire on CIDG operations in the
field without calling in to camps for clearance. Helicopters should be operating

or at least monitoring the air-ground frequency for the CTZ; however, the
operations in the ficld continue to be unakle to contact them on this frequency.

OBSERVATIOE: A1l aircrafts operating in TLOR's of other units
should monitor the primary air/ground frequency.

y. ITEM: Illumination Support {(Det B~35, 5th SFGA)

TEVLIEO L

DISCUSSION: On operatinn Tra 4/8 the operation was outside artillery
support range ard had to depend on LFT and FAC for support. An ambush of four
sampans was successfulj however, because of the driving rain and no moonliglt,
no damage could be ascertained without illumination. A call for support informed
us that all aircraft in the area were grounded because of the weather. No
adequate survey of the ambush site could be made. In the morning 4 dead VC were
located with only one weapon. It is possible that additional Viet Cong were

wounded but had escaped.

A e TR

39




& %éfg 15 November 1967 TJWEJE

. ECLASSIEIED ) "5 )
AVGB-C ‘ 1Y 1
SURJECT: Operational Report - Lesspns Learned () ' g
On operation Tra 2/10 the night ambush had contact with a estimated VC platoon with
superior automatic weapons fire., Illumination could not be called from camp
artillery because high explosives were needed to support the contact. Illumination
support requested from the Provincial HQ's produced three rounds in quick
succession directly over friendly forcas. Fire adjustment and additionazl illum-
ination were refused. As a resultywhen the VC broke contact they were able to
carry all but one of their casualties from the encounter.
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OBSERVATION: Where artillery or mortar support is net adeguate or
- non-existent and in areas where the employment permits, hand held illumination
devices should be made available for operations.

2. TTEM: Raids on Individual Houses {(Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Many VC consider themselves safe to enter villages
ard sleep with their families at night or to store weapons and equipuent in certain
houses,

OBSERVL.TION: By having TW's or irtellirence agents draw maps of
hamlets indicating the houses where VO sleep or store weapons, & small raiding
party can successfully raid one specific house to kill or capture VC.

These tactics not orly result in many enemy kills with a minimum of friendly
casualties but also demoralize the enemy to a great degree.

aa. TTEM: Operations During the Monsoon Season (Det B-32, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSICN: During the reporting period heavy rains have altered
operational techniqgues. 1t was learned through frequent operations throughout
fay Ninh Province that the VC had displaced their base camps to the high ground.
This was confirmed by the high number of contacts with’the VC in those arcas.

OBSERVATION: Operations during the rainy season should be planned
so as to search all high ground within the operational area.

TaM: FEvacuation of Casualties (Det A-33L, 5th SFGA)

——

bb.

-

DISCUSSION: During the 7 Auéust attack on Tong Le Chon quite a few

CIDC and Mike Force soldiers who had received either wvery superficial, non-
diabling wounds or no injury at all tried to sneak into the medevac choppers., Often
they had placed bandages over areas of their bodies which had no wounds in an
attempt to deceive the medics. As a result it was necessary to temporarily remove
all dressings fram the wounded in order to prevent desertions.
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SUBJECT:

ORSERVATIOM: In the future after each patient is treated
_ or examined by a medic and slated for medical evacuation he should
be placed in an isolated area near the pick-up noint and no one but
the prior mentiocned patients and authorized persornel be allowed
in that area.

(Co B, 5th SFGA)

ce. ITEM: Medevac

DISCUSSION: During the conduct of Operation Blackjack
29 a wounded CIDG died 5 minutes prior to arrival of the Hedevac
which arrived from An Khe two (2) hours after the request.

OBSERVATION: Coordination should be made to arrange for
a1l medevacs Lo come from the nearest and same location whenever
possible. Also, requests for medevac should be arranged to go directly
to the medevac location and not be restricted to command channels,

3,(U) Training and Orgenizaticn (Co £, 5th SFGA)

ITEM: Physical Requirements of CIDG Recruits

DISCUSSICN: In the past, potential CIDG troops have been
recruited, trained and sent to Srecial Forces Camps only to find
out they are physically unable to perform duties as CIDG soldiers.

OBSERV:TION: Before the man is contracted to work for CIDG
(i.e. prior to transport to the Corps Area), he should be:

(1) Examined with all his clothes off to detect gross
physical defects, such as withered or missirg limbs, blindness, etc.

(2) Taken on a & mile run to detect those too weak for
service, especially older men.
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L. (C/NOFORN) Intelligence: (82, 5th SFH)

a, ITEM: In the third quarter of CY 1967, a report was recelved
stating that a VC LTC, who was the commander of a VC Arty unit, was on leave and
was staying at the home of his parents in III CTZ. The report also furnished
information concerning the general situation and terrain in the area.

_ DISCUSSION: A photo mission was flown over the above area and the
resulting photos confirmed the report's description of the house and general area.
A decision was made to attempt to abduct the LTC. A declsion was made to poly-
graph the source and the polygraph was completed with favorable results. Source
was reinfiltrated into the area to verify that the LTC was still there. Source
determined that the LTC was still in the area, and would be for severdal more
‘ days. Two weeks after the initial receipt of the information an allied unit
conducted an attempted abduction of the LIC. Minor resistance encountered approx—
imately 400 meters southeast of the objective house resulted in one VC KIA.

The LTC was not found at the location, His father was questioned and stated
that his son had departed the area to Chiéu Hoi., Tracks around the house
indicated recert activity, but after a brief search the reaction team departed
without taking any prisoners for questioning or counterintelligence type search.
After the passage of a few days, the original source was reinserted into the
area, and conversation with the LTC's father revealed that when the action
unit's helicopters landed at a nearby hamlet, their approach alerted the LIC

and his guards, all of whom immediately escaped to another hamlet via canals
in camouflaged sampans.

OBSERVATIONS:

: {1} The capture of a VC LIC, especially an artillery unit commander
would, if he were fully exploited, make an extremely valuable contribution to
the U. S. effort in Vietnam
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(2) Reactlon to valuable and important intelligence must be a
matter of high priority.

(3) Decisions concerning such targets of opportunity must be quickly
and firmly made with specific orders given to the designated action personncl or

unit.
(L) In view of time factors involved in such quick reaction type
activity, it is believed that resources available to the 5th SFGA should be

utilized in any such future operations. This affords a direct command line
between the unit developing the intelligence and the reaction element.

b. ITEM: Exploitation of Priscners of War. (s2, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: The timely exploitation of Combat Intelligence is
essential to the Order of Battle analyst, that it may be compared with and/or
added to current holdings to receive the fullest benefits from the intelligence.
The charmel of acguisition and cissemination rast be well established and effective.

OBSERVATION: A)l persornel should be familiar with units and
agencies to be notified of the below mentioned observations, and a check list
or cross reference file should be utilized to insure coordination.

(1) & proper liaison should be established between adjacent and
interested wnits and agencies,

(2) Good rapport must be established among personnel that will
have access to the FW'a,

(3) A working system where timely dissemination and utilization
of acquired information can be had.

(4) The disposition and cordition of FW¥ should be made known
to all using units ard agencies, along with final disposition, such as place of

imprisonment

¢c. ITHEM: Premration of Classified Documents (Co A, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: In the past, several classified documenis from this
headguarters have been prepared in a manner which constituted administrative
security violations and which impaired dissemination and discussion of the

documents.

OBSERVATION: L document preparation assistance program by 52
personnel, which at times has required inadequately prepared documents to be
carried to the persornel responsible for discussion of the requirements, has
had favorable results. A marked improvement has resulted in the internal
protective markings on locally prerared documents,
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d. ITEMi: Counterintelligence Operations (Co A, 5th SFGL)

DISCUSSION: In the past the value of CI Operations has not been
recognized to a great degree. : .

OBSERVATION: A recent case of VC espionage attempts against an
A-Site has come to light through the efforts of IIDB CI Operations. Such
examples may permit the recognition of the value of CI Operations, and obtain
more support for their implementation throughout the company TAOR.

e. ITEM: Security Procedures ' (C~» A, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Occasional examples of relaxed attitudes toward
security procedures and the safeguarding of information were brought to light
in a Counterintelligence Inspection of this Hqs in Aug 67. The violations and
discrepancies observed by the inspecting agents were disseminated to all B
Detachments for information and corrective action,

OBSERVATION: Unannounced CI checks of staff sections have since
encouraged proper security procedures to be maintained and prevent a lapse in
procedures caused by personnel chirges, or relaxed attitudes.

f. ITIM: Personnel Reliability Program (Co A, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION : Clearing indigenous employees has been a problem
in the past because occasional instances occur where individuals are granted
clearances,although they are known criminals, because of bribery or payoffs.

OBSERVATION: In additior to requests for investigation through
agencies which may or may not be vulnerable to the above weakness, all
employment applicants must also be checked against Blacklists and Greylists
maintained by Allied, 1S, and US Advised Intelligence Agencies to remove all doubt,

g. ITEM: Personnel Reliability Frogram {Co A, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Establishing the identity of job applicants beyond
doubt has been a recurring difficulty.

OBSERVATION: All Vietnamese over 18 years of age are reguired

by law to carry ID Cards. Vietnamese under 18 years of age are required by law
to carry birth certificates. These documents must be used to establish the
identity of job applicants. Since it is law, any person who does not have an
ID Card should be questioned closely to determine the reason. I1If the ID Card
has been lost, an application for reissue must have been initiated. The ID
number is also a vital identification element in the conduct of background
investigations.
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h, ITEI: Personnel Reliability Program (Co &, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Corruption and theft, minor and major, is an inherent
problem among indigenous workers. Flaces where minor corrupticn might occur
include mess halls and clubs: re-uging chits, theft of dinnerware and small
amounts of rations. Large scale theft occurs more readily in the 34 area and in
the lucrative area of medicines and narcotics in the hnspital area.

“OBSERVATION: In cases of suspected theft on a large scale within
the compound, suspicion falls first on key persornnel, that is, those who have
knowledge of the overall operation and those who handle necessary paperwork.
Next in line come the interpreter/foreman. These people control the other
workers, are feared by them, and in many cases can be blackmailed by them for
smaller thefts thoy may have committed in the past and of which the irterpreters
have knowledge. The little man may be intimidated and coerced by those who
operate on a large scale. Do not let the operation of a system rest too strongly
on indigenous workers, without whom the operation would cease to be effective.
Feople with this much power can, in effect, dictate their own working conditions,
resting on the knowledge that if any of their deals are discovered theyr are too
valuable to replace, Watch for the practice of employirg relatives, especially
when both are connected with the same operation. Man/Wife; brother/sister and
brother/brother employment can lead to a situation in which family ties can
provide an excellent means of support for internal corruption. If possible,
cultivate the friendship of personnel within each activity (try to make this
someone other than interpreters or foreman — many Vietnamese speak passable
English). These personnel can act as casual informats and provide an insight
into the intermal workings within your own camp. One benefit is that you can
immediately determine who the key indigenous employees are and the access and
capabilities that they each have,

i. ITEM: Guard Systems (Co &, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: A recent theft occurred within the Company A security force.
The problem is how to control the guards.

OBSERVATION: Pgople who steal generally nzed money. How much
are gnards paid? Do they earn enough to support their families or are they
paid just the bare minimum on the pay scale? 3Security guards have perhaps the
most important job on the compound since they protect both lives ard property
and should be paid accordingly. Do not give them reason to steal from you. If
possible, they should be given new uniforms with distinctive markines, adcquate
mess facilities and shelter for their families. Two basic rules are that they
do not lie and they do not steal; and if either rule is broken to US knowledge
they should be released immediately. Watch for power plays within the platoon
for positions of leadership, and separate factions or cliques, Alternate guard
positions and shifts constantly so that the same group of men doc not pull tho
same shifts and positions of duty together. If possible, gain access to an
informant within the guard system to find out day to day happenings and dic-
sensions. Stress honor among the guards and indicate the shame and loss of
face that will occur if the guards allow stealing or they themselves steal. If
any guard steals and is caught, bring him before the others and indicate the
disgrace that he has brought on the group. Comnany A's security force is 100%
ethnic Cambodian and the relationship is such that they like to solve problems
among themselves with American advice. L5
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J. ITEM: Weather Reporting (Co 4, 5th SKFGA)

DISCUSSION: In the past, weather observations have been received
late, incomplete, and in a haphazaré manner.

: OBSERVATION: A system of monitoring and logging the time of
receipt of weather reports at all levels and increased command emphasis has
greatly alleviated this problem.

k. ITEM: Collection of Information on Enemy Activities (Co L, 5th SFGA)

A Detachment level. The direction, enthusiasm, and guidance for an effectiwve
collection program at A Detachments can be provided by the CI personnel
currently stationed at the B Detachments. While at the A-Site, the CIL peopls
can perform a dual mission by implementing a workable CI program. This program
should include the screening of indigenous laborers employed by the camp and
the establishment of an internal net to report on the disaffection, subversion,
sabotage, etc, occurring among the CIDG personnel. :

S 1. ITEM Liaison with other Collection Agencies -(Co Ay, 5th SFGA )
Operatlng in Dets TACR '

DISCUSSION: Other collection agencies should be periodically
consulted by the A and B Detachments for information on VC activities in
their TLOR. This is especially true of infrastructure information which
has been the specialty of certain collection agencies. .

OBSERVATION: This problem of liaison applies mainly to the B
Detachments. However, at the A-Tcams level there are instances in which the
District Chief operates out of a village located within the Camp's TAOR. In
such a situation, the Executive Officer or the team commander should establish
rapport with the District Chief. Generallythese people are thoroughly knowledge-
able of all VC activities in their area. The amount of information volunteered
by the District Chief will often depend on his working relationship with the
team commander or executive officer., Emphasize the use of an officer in dealing
with a Distriet Chief since some District Chiefs feel they should be dealing
with someone of their own level, an officer rather than an NCO. ‘

DISCUSSION: In the past, some intel sergeants at the A and B
Detachments have not made maximum utilization of the civilian perscrnel
living in the camp’s TACR. _

OBSERVATION: A great dezl of improvement in the utilization of
civilian personnel as collectors of information has occurred at the B Detachment :
level; however, there are still some problems in the -area of collection at the

m, ITEM: Proper Coding of Agents (Co 4,5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: There have been many instances of improper coding
or the lack of any coding of people being used as agents or informants.
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OBSERVATION: There has been some improvement in the coding of
agents, However, Kame Trace Requests and Source Daeta Reports often have been
incomplete, -improperly completed, or lacking a signature of any kind. The 32
section at the B Detachments should review NTR's and SDR's before sending them
ontot : Cqupanye. Secondly, there are still quite a few A Detachments which have
not submitted any NTR's or SDR's. These are A Detachments which have a civilian
population living in the Camp's TAOR. Either the intel sergeant has failed to
exploit these people for information or he is using agents and informants in
violation of 5th Group Regulation 381-3 which requires that all sources used on
a recurring basis bo codcll.

n, ITEM: Evaluation of Agents (Go 4, 5th SFCL)

DISCUSSION: In the past Special Forces had no system for the
vroper evaluation of information submitted by their agents and an evaluation
of the agents themselves, This has resulted in the payment for useless or
false information. '

OBSERVATION: This problem can be eliminated by the proper
maintenance of an Agent Master Dosnsier at the B Detachments lcvel. The dossier
should contain a copy of the agent's SDR and a copy of every intelligence
report submitted by the agent. The purpose of the dossier is to evaluate the
agent on the value and quality of information he has submitted.

o. ITEM: Extraction of Specific Intelligence (Det B-32, S5th SFGA)

: DISCUSSION: In addition to VC/NVA Military Order of Battle and VC
political infrastructure Order of Battle Books and Maps it is necessary to

have some means of retaining information of an intelligence nature in a form which

will allow the extraction of specific informstion on the entire TAOR or the
extraction of all available information on a specific portion of the TLOR

for either analytical or operational purposes. ’

OBSERVATION: f method used with satisfactory results is essentially
a geographical system in which a 1:50,000 map of our entire TAOR is sectioned into
blocks ten kilometers by ten kilometers. This ten by ten block bears a two-
digit identification number such as 27. The first digit {(2) is the first
digit of all vertical grid lines in that ten by ten block, .Tha second digit is
the first digit of all horizontal grid lines in that particular ten by ten
block.(0,g. in a six-digit coordinate such as XT203759, the two digits usaed
to indicate the ten by ten block, and consequently the general geographic area
you are refzrming to,is the first digit (2) and the fourth digit (7). This
rives you a block identification number of 27). The identification numbers
from all of the ten by ten blocks covering your TAOR are then placed in mumerical
order on five by eight card tabs. Behind each of these five by ecight tabbed cards
there are additional cards labeled by activity (e.r., CONTACTS, SIGHTINGS,
IRa, ETC.). As these activities occur you enter them on the appropriate activity
card located behind the block identification card of the area in which the
activity occured. This allows you to extract either all enemy activities which
have occured in a given block, or a specific type of enemy activity which has
occured in a given block. In addition it is easy to take one specific type of
enemy activity, for example CONT.CTS, and by going through your card file extract
all contacts for the entire TAOR. W7
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p. ITEM: Receipt of Intelligence frem i (Det B-32, 5th SFGA)
: Deteetmant Oporations

DISCUSSION: In the past there has been a noted lack of feedback
of information of an intelligence nature from A Detachment Combat Operations.

OBSERV.TION: In order to increase feedback and insure that
information indicating no enemy activity is included in the information from
each operation, we have included one paragraph in the Operation Termination

. Report entitled simply "Intelligence". When an operation has terminated the
individuals who conducted the operation submit a termination report which now
includes a summation of 211 enemy activity, suspected enemy activity, indications
of enemy activity, or lack of irndications of eneny activity within that AC.

This provides both operational and intelligence information in a complete
usable form which can be easily plugged into sitreps, reports and INSUMS thus
giving the reader a much mere complete picture of what happened on a particular
operation.

q. ITEM: 912 Fund (Det B-33, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: The present 912 Fund is established as a set 16,0005VN
amount for both "AM and "B" Teams to use for intel purposes. It is felt thet
intel operations are not uniform from camp to camp and that one amount canmnot
be made universal for an entire area such as Vietnam. The "A" Teams usually
will not use this amount wherees: certain "B" Teams have a need for more,

Since intel operations are flexible and peculiar to an area, S0 should be the
amount they are authorized to spend. .

«  OBSERVLTION: The amount of a particular camp's imtel fund should
be .based on the scope of the operations and not be a pre-arranged sum. -

r. . ITEM: Interrogation of FW!s {(Det B-33, 5th SFGA) -

DISCUSSION: The most frecuently asked questions of local VC PW'S
and especially Hoi Chanh's is the location of their base camps and AO!'s, It
has been found however, that two frequently used methods {map study and aerial
observation) are unsuccessful, Most Fi's and Hol Chanh's do not know direction,
cannot read a map, and when thsey are taken aloft for a VR, it is usually their
first flight and they cannot associate an aerial view with what they saw on
the ground. However, most of these psople won't admit they can't read a map,
tell direction or do a terrain analysis from the air and readily reply in the
affirmative when gquestions are asked, When detainees are re-interrogated by
higher or lateral organizations using the above mentioned conventional methods,
the information received in the secord interrogation may mot concur with
information received in the first interrogation. -

- OBSERVAPION¢ The method most successful uses a map study by tie
interrogetor besed on torrain information roceived fram the detaines,. The detaines

1s first asked in whoi direction the sun was when he last left the base camp,
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From this information a general direction can be determined, The subject is then

asked how long it took him to walk to the point where he Chieu Hoil'd or was

captured. Judging from the terrain and health of the subject a2 general radius

can be determined in which the base camp will be found, The subject is then

asked to enumerate significant terrain features he saw on each day of his

journey, such as rivers, open areas, rubber lots, hills, rice paddies, swamps

etc. As the subject speaks and his memory is jogged, the interrogator finds - |
these terrain features on a current map and grodually plots the subject's

route and finally the base camp can be located.

s, ITEM: Using Intelligence on Way Station Locations (Det B-33, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: The VG (local force) are known to use way stations at
night and less frecuently during the daylight hours.

OBSERVATION: It is thus best to leave a way station undisturbed when

it is located by friendly ground troops. The station should then be plotted on ]
a map and when intel relates a unit in this area, the way station shouid

receive artillery at night. This method proved highly successful during one Loc

Ninh operation in which a way station received a pre-plamned Sky Spot which

caught several VC in the way station.

t. ITEM: Ideal Interrogation Team (Det B~33, 5th SFGL)

"DISCUSSION: Interrogations have proved highly fruitful when the
interrogator, who can't speak Vietnamecse, is assisted by a recorder{iote taker)and a
Vietnamese interpreter who has been briefed before hand. If the interrogator
is not familiar with the area etc. he should bz briefed, prior to the interro-
gation, by personnel familiar with the area, who should then join the interrog-
ation team. The recorder allows the interrogator a more free flowing interrog-
ation and the knowledgeable interpreter, who has been briefed before hand, can
elaborate on points the subject has mentioned vithout the interrogator
interrupting the continuity established during a given sequence. The
interpreter can also guestion certain inaccuracices, keeping pressure on the
subject, This means the interpreter and interrogator have to be well trained
to work as a team and the interpreter has to be familiar with the interrogation
procedures. His pre-interrogation briefings should include information on ;
the health of the subject, the circumstances resulting in his detention and i
general specific information desired. Possible pitfalls foreseen in this
particular interrogation should also be discussed and countermeasures preplanned,

ORSERVATION: A successful interrogation is contingent upon continuity
and a well trained interpreter, Continuity is enhanced by having a recorder take
notes and free the interrogator from the time consuming and interruptive
administrative tasks, The interpreter becomes a valuable assistant only when
" well briefed and trained.
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u. ITEM: Air Drop Couricr System for Timely {Det B-33, 5th SFGA)
Distribution

DISCUSSION: Certain types of distribution of a timely naturs, such
as INTSUMS, werc taking too long to reach the A-Camps using the Safe Hands
distribution method beécause heclicopters were not available more than twice a
week and ALOFT/FAC aircrafts were too busy to l:nd at each camp and-make
distribution. A system of delivery was initiated that brought dally,timely
distribution to the camps without requiring the aircraft to land. Distribution
was secured to an empty hand flare cannister which had florescent streamers
attached, The delivery aircraft alerted the camp and the USSF waited on the
airstrip to retrieve the cannister as the pilot flew over the strip at 50
feet clevation and dropped it. Cannisters were returned to 52 with the mail
for re-use. '

" OBSERVATION: To expedite timely Safe Harnds type distribution an air
delivery system should be initiated using F:iC aircraft and flare cannisters.,

v. ITEM: Exploitation of PM's and VC Suspects (fet B~35, 5th SFCA)

"~ DISCUSSION: On Operation WHIRLWIED V, a helimobile search and destroy
operation, a VC suspect wes found hiding in a lole adjacent to a rice paddy in
VC territory. Upon questioning at Det A-352 he would reveal only that he was
not allowed to become a VC because he was an ARVN Marine deserter. Upon further
questioning at Det B-35 revealed that he knew VC locations and caches. This
resulted in operation WHIPLLSH I which resulted in 9 VC KIf, 7 VC CIA and numerous
miscellaneous articles captured. On heliborne operation Tra 8/¢ (WHIRLWIND IIT)
in the Xom Coc Ring area near the Cambodian border two women were found hiding in
a waterhole breathing through plastic tubes. ¥hen they were sent forward a
message was relayed through the helicopter company describing the circumstances
of their capture. This information was not passed on to Det B-35 5-2 and they
were released., Had this information been relayed on time these women could have
been retained and cuestioned for possible disclosure of weapons and equipment
caches undisclosed by other priscners. Since this time a more effective spot
rerorting has been introduced to prevent the pre-releasing of suspected VC base
area and cache stay-behinds. ' '

OBSERV:TICN: The use of PH'!'s and VC suspects in directing frierdly
elements to cache sites and base areas has proven valuzble and very effective.
Information obtained from PW!'s should be exploited to the maximum and should
be acted upon as soon as possible ' -

w. ITEM: Reaction to Intelligence (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: /n average of 12 operations per month acting on current
intelligerce and contacts resulted in nothing substantial. Many patrols tock
all day to get to an area that had been shot up with claimed kills by fire tcams
operating in the area, However, when a recon of the area was conducted, even
within 24 hours, nothing was at the scene upon arrival of the recon element.
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OBSERVATION: Current Intelligence information can be best exploited
if the troop assats evaluating the information are helilifted to the area of
interest, The use of the helimobile concept in reaction to current intelligsnce
will serve two functions,i.e. irstant read out on the intelligence information
in question and provide the commander with fresh troops with which to evaluate
the area of interest. The second point cannot be over emphasized especially in
innundated areas such as lower III Corps and IV Corps in the RVN

x. ITEM: Combat Intelligence (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)
~ DISCUSSICN: In this day and age of sophisticated collection
devices the basic principles of intelligence collection are often forgotten.

OBSERVATIOE: The gathering and recording of combat intelligence
.must be re-emphasized in CONUS training centers. In-country, personnel must be
debriefed after each combat patrol and action, regerdless if contact is made
or not, since no intelligence is intelligence . This is not.a new theory -
merely the application of an old principle. ‘

y. TIEM: Intelligence Collection (Det B-35, 5th SFCA)

DISCUSSION: Often intelligence persornel fail to utilize all of the
tools available to them here in South Vietnam. Intelligence collection efforts
frequently take on the form of a "fad", Instead of using all sBources and
resources available the collection efforts become channelized, or restricted to
the use of agents, photo studies, radar and so forth.,

OBSERVLTION: All tools must be utilized if a well-rounded,
functional and timely intelligence picture is to be developed.

z. ITEM: Photo Intelligence (Det B-35, 5th SFGA}

DISCUSSION: Though the convenience of a half-frame automatic 35mm
camera cammot be discounted, this detachment has found that much better
results are possible using a single~lens reflex 35mm camera.

OBSERVATION: With the advent of new automatic metering devices,
which are availahle on most single-lens reflex cameras, anyonc who can use a
camera similar to a PEN-EE can now use the rores sophisticated single-lens reflex
model. This gives the photographer the advantage of a greater selection of
lenees and the use of newer high-speed films (500 ASA speed film 1s now
availeble and -is well suited for black and white photos under minimum light
corditions, while the PIN-EE is restricted to using film which has an ASA rating
of 200, at the maximum).




¢ e

AVGB-C ' 15 November 1967 ;::y@t!imu. e
SUBJECT: Operational Report — Lessons Learned (U} EEEEEEE

aa. IT{: Exchange of Intelligence (Det B-35, 5th 3FG.L)

DISCUSSION: One of the real keys to successful intelligence efforts
is the mutual exchange of intelligence information between higher and lower
headquarters as well with adjacent and interested agencies. All too often
intelligence information is jealously guarded by the gaining agency in hopes
that it will be able to respond, using it's own resources.

OBSERVLTION: While it is understood that each unil's. intelligence
section has the mission of collecting intelligence so that the parent unit can
act on this information it can never be overstressed that the real object is to
use this information to destroy the eremy. Combat successes in Vietnam are
determined not so much on the Mwho" as they are on the "when" factor. This "when"
factor can only be favorable once there is 2 real and meaningful {no lip service)
exchange of information. T

bb. ITEM: Interrogation of VC Suspects ) (Det B—35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Whenever a suspect is apprehended while on an operation
a hasty interrogation should be conducted in an attempt to gain immediate infor-
mation that could be of tactical value.,. '

OBSERVATION: Each maneuver element should have one member, assigned |
or attached, who has at least an $-1 level (limited fluency) language capability.
Ideally, each separate maneuver element would have either an interpreter or an
indigenous soldier attached.

cc. ITEM: Military Intelligence Training ~ (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Most newly graduated military intelligence students
aprive in Viectnam with the misconception that the sophisticated European type
intelligence guidelines, which are still taught in COLUS, are applicable in
Vietnam. Unfortunately, the use of clandestine transmitter by an action agent
living in a small hamlet is not the case here.

: OBSERVATION: Military intelligence training in COI'US training centers
must be geared for the low-level insurgency problems which are inherent in a
situation such as exists here in the Republic of South Vietnam today.
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5. - (U) Logistics

a, ITiM: Single Line Item Requisition. (5~4, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: - Processing time for multi-line requisitions was not
expeditious in many instances. The recuisition had to be passed between stock
record clerks and warehous s several times pricr to completion of the issue of
all items on tho ' request. This prolonged the processing of the items reguested.

OBSERV/TION: Tt was determined that a better and faster requisi-
tion/issuc system should be established within the 5th Special Forces Group. To
solve this problem a conversion to a single line ltem requisition system was
effected. Under the provisions of this system only one line item is listed on
the single line item requisition allowing faster and more accurate processing
by the stock record clerks and the warehousemen. . Better control is also est-
ablished by using a single documert for each requisition. Tracing action is
also casier with the single line requisition.

b. ITEM: Truck 23 Ton M35A2

DISCUSSICN: 2% ton multifuel trucks, model M3542 were start-
ing spontaneously when the ignition switch was turned on. Injuries were exper—
jenced when spontaneous starting occurrsd with the transmission engaged.

OBSERVATION: Had the fuel safety lock been in place the spon-
taneous starting could not have accurred. Improper starter switches were
discovered in some M3512 vehicles. These incidents could have heen prohibited
if the safety lock had been in place. To prevent future occurrences, 211 veh-
icles now must be parked with the transmission disengaged. A decal with these
safety instructions is being prepared ond is to be placed on the door of each
multifuel vehicle.. :

¢. ITEM: Concrete Construction (Staff Engineer, 5th SFGA)

DISCIISSION: Concrete aggregates are difficult to obtain. Reliance
on concrete hardening of CLDG cemp bunkers creates a demand for sand and gravel
which is not available at most camp sites. This fact has necessitated air
shipment of these heavy and bulky items. fireraft are not designed for this
type of cargo handling. Thus concrete corstruction is slow and inordinately
expensive.

OBSERVATION: The same degree of protection can be obtaired with
local materials (earth) in a shorter time using prefeb componentized bunkers
made of timber or salvaged conex containers,

d. TITEM: Continual Maintenance of Living Compound (Det B-33, 5th SFGA)
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DISCUSSIO A, program to continually maintain the compound
~rd its facilities needed to be implemented. It was found that verbal requests
were not always valid and were egsily fargotten, "Self-Help" forms were distributed
o all section heads with the necessary information to accomplish the deficient
ivem, The ceompleted forms are placed in a box located in the Sk office.
Each morning these forms are reviewed by the S4 and given a2 priority before
»2ing distributed to the laberers

OBSERVATICON 3 To insure an effective maintenance progran a

=ystem utlllzlng written requests is imperative. _ )
- e. ITEM: Aerial Resupply by Helicopter (Det B-35, 5th SFGi)
' DISCUSSION: Units in contact quite often require resupply of
ammo and/or rations. The effectiveness of aerial resupply methods used often
determined whether or not contact can be malntalned . ' .

OBSFRVATION: Aerial resupply has been accomplished quite
successfully in the following manner: The unit on the ground places a pansl
=t the desired point of drop which should be at least 50 meters from any
Iriendly troops and behind some type of vegetation if available. The aircraft
13 loaded with all supplies stacked in the doors. Extra ammo boaxes are placed
:n the center of the cargo compartment. Two men sit on the floor with the
backs braced cn the ammo baxes. The chopper pilot will fly at maximum speed
across the panel. At about 30-40 meters distance from the panel, the pilot or

co-pllot will give the command to push the load out the doors. The two men |
with their backs braced zgainst the ammo boxes will push vigorously against the

supply hoxes with their legs cavging them to be jettisoned in the location of

the panel. Height of the drop should be 5-10 feet to preclude baxes from

f. ITEM: Expedient Air Delivery {Det B-32, 5th SFG.)

Loundlng up into the tail rotor.

DISCUSSION: During the rainy season many operations encountered
unfordable - large streams and swamps that are not shown on the map. This
‘mexpected obstacle can cause considerable delay without proper equipment.

OBSERV.TION: A drop rig haS begn devised which consists of
a 100! rope contained in a sand bag with a brightly colored drag chute attached.
This rig can be dropped by OlE aircraft and is easily located even in dense
Jungle :

g. ITEM: Loss of Sunply Items (Det B-35, 5th SFGL)

DISCUSSION: It has been noted that many items wera missing from
the ready line at the Company Foreard Supply Point.

~ OBSERVATION: A new system has heen inaugurated by marking each
btox with the voucher number on the outside and not listing the nomenclature or
taz stock number, thus helping to prevent pilferage.
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h, ITEM: Resupply (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Normal supply methods may not always be expedient
enough to meet emergency needs of a unit in the field.

OBSERVATION: Detachment A's should have an emergency supply of
ammunition, rations, communications equipment ard medical supplies prepacked
and located where it can be taken out of storage immediately and airlifted
to a unit in the field should an emergency resupnly be necessary.

6. (C) Other

a. ITEM: Narcotics and Sensitive Drug Accountability (Sroup Surgeon}

DISCUSSION: This organization accounts for narcotics and sensitive
drugs in a manner based very closely on USARV Regulations., Due to the organiz—
ation of the unit,its deployment, ard the grade of personnel involved, the
system is extremely unwieldy.

OBSERVATION: This unit could account for narcotics and sensitive
drugs in a more efficient and simpler manner; however, this system would not
follow USARV Regulations. (See paragraph 8d, Section I: Significant organiz-
ation or Unit Activities)

b. ITPM: Epidemics in Indigenous Persornel (Group Surgeon ) | _—
Near CIDG Camps

DISCUSSION: Outbreaks of diseases such as cholera and plague
have occurred among the indigenous population of the Republic of Vietnam for
some time, It cannot be expected, in the case of Special Forces Detachments,
that a handful of American advisors can suddenly pursuade indigenous personnel
to accept US standards of sanitation and hygiene. Tradition precludes this,

ORSERVATION: Only over a period of years, with repetitive
instruction, construction of facilities and the use of the principle of
exaqole, will adequate sanitation be accepted by the various populations
from and in the rural areas of Vietnam. In spite of Special Forces'! efforts,
epidemics among indigenous personnel will continue to occur, although in
decreasing frequency, for some time to come.

c. TITEM: Medical Treatment of CIDG Fersomnel (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Infections are a recurring problem; the slightest
scratch, laceration or wound will, in most cases become infected,
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OBSERVATION: After initial treatment has been administered to
Civilian Irregular Defense Group persornel by Special Forces medics,it has
been noted that the CIDG patients do not take care of themselves nor seek
additional medical help. The addition of antibiotic therapy to the initial
treatment of significant wounds has shown a marked reduction in secondary
infections.

d. ITEM: Respiratory Diseases (Co B,5th SFGA)

DISCUSSIOE: On operations of long duration <colds and coughs
frequently among the CIDG troops § '

'OBSERVATION: CIDG troops should be issued jungle sweaters, This
would cut down on respiratory type infections and contribute to hetter troop
health and morale. ;

e, ITEM: Malaria (Co B, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Malaria has been a problem among CIDG troops
during approximately the third week of a continuous operation.

ORSERVATION: It is believed that after a period of time in the
field their resistance decreases and due to fatigue and stress become more
susceptable to illnesses, :

f. ITEM: Loss of Communications During (Det B-35, 5th SFG..)
Mortar Attacks

DISCUSSION: Communications are most difficult to maintain during
mortar attacks.

OBSERVATION: (L) By having the antennas attached to heavy pcles and
extended to a height of 60 feet there wes less chance of a hit resulting in a
collapsed antenna and loss of commo.

(2) By having the lead-in wire high and coming into
the commo bunker from a 20 foot pole directly adjacent to the bunker, it wos
relatively secure from ground level mortar explosion.

(3) The first commodity that is always lost in an
attack is the electrical system, leaving the commo to work with batteries, Ve
found that:

(a) By using two 12-volt batteries we are
able to use FM continuously for a period of twelve hours.

(b) By the use of the batteries the mainteu-
ance and repair of the ANVRC-46 can be cut down considerably.
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g, ITEM: Use of AN/FRC-25 Under Vet Conditions (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: From past experience we have found during :
operations ina camadl. 'or rice pa'gy .arca that if the handset to the AN/PRC—ZS

radio becomes,wet it will usually short out thus eliminating vital communications
with the base station, supporting artillery, and aircraft.

OBSERVATION: This can be overcome very simply by using the plastic
wrapping from & PRC-25 battery to cover the handset, Secure the wranping with two
rubber bands, Always carry an extra battery. Simply secure it to the radioc with
the straps of the carrying device., Along with this an extra antenna should be
carried in the carrying case attached to each carrying device. There are times
when water will seep inte the base of the antenna and the metal wrapping on
the antenna base is separated causing the antenna to become inoperable. An
extra antenna would immediately remedy this situation. -

h. ITEM: Communications Frequency Interference (Det B-35, 5th SFGAi)

: DISCUSSION: Frequently communications are often disrupted by
frequency interference on the FM{ net by friendly units operating on our
frequency and by static interference from electriczl storms.

OBSERVETION: All forms of interference can be combated by
using an AN/VRC-46 radio with a RC-292 antenna placed 60 feet above the ground
level of interference. This procedure also gives vou a range capability equal
to any frequency on the radio.

i, ITEM: Transmitter Patch Panel (Co &, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION:A transmitter room with too many antenna cables
results in operators becoming confused and connecting the wrong antemna to the
transmitters, chusing damage to transmitters and loss of operating time.

OBSERVATION: Install a patch panel in the transmitter room and
terminate all antenna cables behind the panel with the front side of the panel
having only male connectors, Write the freguency above each corresponding
connector, thus allowing the operator to select the proper antenna for the
freouency desired with no difficulty. In addition, erect a separate receive
antenna and connect it to the patch panel. Interconnect this antenna to four
separate receive posts on front of panel and & better incoming sigmalis obtaimed ,
plus.a capability of three additional receive positions.

j. ITEM: Distribution of Power (Co A, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Overloading of old power switches on the generators
serving the compound and Comm Center caused a fire hazard and unreliable power
for the CommCentor
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: OBSERV.TION: A separate switch and independent wiring were
installed to provide power to the Comm Center, thus providing reliable

scparate power to the Corm Center and relieving the load on the other switch
and wiring.

k. ITEM: Apparent shortages of Civic Action . (S-5, 5th SFGA)
- Supyties” SR

DISCUSSION: Investigations conducted by the S5 (RDSA) sectien
revealed that a majority of CA supplies reported as shortages were either not
shipped to the detachments due to shortage of aircraft, or due to the low
priority assigned to movement of Ci supplies. In come cases, the supplies were
delivered and simply placed in warchouses, not distributed. Some of the supplies
were being diverted and sold by LLDB personnel, or stolen from the air strips
by local villagers.

- OBSERVATION: This problem has been alleviated to & large degree
by having USSF personnel meet all incoming shipments, and constantly super—-
vising distribution and use of supplies. An improved system of shipment directly
to the "A" detachments was initiated by S5 Logistical Support Center in Saigoem.
He would hold the CA supplies until he had a plane load for a specific detach-
ment, then ship them by Air fmerica directly to the detachment site. This
system has greatly reduced pilferage and loss during shipment, and has shortened
normal delivery time considerably.

1. ITRM: A Shortage of School Trained CA/PSYOPS (S5, 5th SFGA)
. FPersonnel Exists at All Lovels

DISCUSSION: CA/PSYO'S slots are being filled b, vadditional duty"
personnel who do not have sufficient time to fulfill the obligations of their
primary duties., Some detachments do not have even additional duty personnel
assigned to CA/FGYOFS slots.

OBSERV/ TION: . concentrated effort is being made by the S5 to
identify all vacant Ci./PSYOPS slots. The S1 is screening all incoming personnel
and if possible,assigning school training personnel to fill vacart slots.

m., ITEM: Shipment of Civil Affairs Commodities (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: On several occasicns shipments of eivil affairs
corrmodities intended for Detachment L's and which originated fran B Detachment
or company level, did not arrive or werc missent to the wrong detachment.
Pilferage has also been noted, In most cases the originating Detachment
was not informed of the problem in time to trace its cause.
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OBSERVATION: These problems have been sclved by notifying the
receiving detachment of the shipment!'s contents, quantity and arrival time at
their location. A confirmation report is reguired from the receiving detach-
ment to include the quantity and condition of the commeditiecs received,

When possible, critical suppliss are now accompenled by one member of this
detachment to insure arrival and are personally turned over to & member of the
receiving detachment.

n. ITEM: Disseminaticn of Fropagenda Mediz (Det B-35, 5th SFGL)

DISCUSSION: An important area under Psychological Operations is
the dissemination of propaganda media utilizing to the maximum extent all
methods available. Since P'sychological QOperaticns aircraft are not always
available when requested,many times leaflets were not delivered on the target
at the time planned.

 OBSERVLTION: Detachment B ships the leaflets on regular resupply
missions to the detachment A's who deliver them while on ground combat operations,
thereby, bringing thale aflets to the target as planned and providing us an
additional delivery capability,

o. ITEM: Psychological Operations (S5, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: Attendance at village rallies is greatly increased
when American movies are shown and this overwhelming acceptance of imerican
movies assists in attracting the local populaticn in order to prescnt other
PSYOFS material.

OBSERVLTION: . fmerican movies should be used whenever
possiblc to draw an audience for presentation of SYQPS material.

p. ITEM: Subsistence Costs Reduction (Det B-35, 5th SFGA)

DISCUSSION: A civilian food contractor supplics subsistence for
two of our subordinate Detachmunt A's. A study of the funds expended on sub-
sistence for these camps revealed that the contractor was extremely overpaid.

OBSERVATION: This problem was solved by notifying the contractor
on a weekly basis of the exact number of CIDG perscnnel in the two camps and
the amount he could spend by regulation. The system has proved successful
in that subsistence costs have been reduced approximately by onec-third,
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SECTION 2, PART II - RECOMMEMNDAT IONS

l. (U) Persomnel Assignment Instructions Upon DEROS.

a. 7This command continues to experience late receipt of assignment
- instructions for officers. The delay could possibly be caused by method of
transmission of assignment instructions by higher headguarters.

b. Recormend that Hy, USARV transmit all officer assignment
instructions by electrical means as soon as possible upon receipt from Di,

24 (U) 21"5 Ton Multifuel Trucks.

_ 2. 2% ton mulbifuel trucks, model M3542 were starting spomtanecusly
when the ignition switch was twrned on. Injuries were experienced when spone-
taneous starting occurred with the transmission engaged. Had the fuel safety
lock been in place the spontanecus starting could not have occurred. Improper
starter switches were also found in some M3542 vehicles, These injuries
could have been proventod if the safety lock had been in place. To Drevent
future occurrences, all vehicles now are parksd with the transmission dis-
engaged. A decal with these safety instructions is to be placed on the door
of each multifuel engine.

be Recommend that instructions be published concerming the problem
of spontencous starting of the mltifuel engine. Action should be taken to
insure that all vehicles have proper starter switches and safety locks, A
_decal explaining these hagards should be placad on’each wvehicle where the
driver can see it each time he entered the vehicle,

3. (U) Tra Bong Sammill,

a. One of the most successful civic action programs undertaken to
date by 5th SFGA was the establishment of 2 cooperative sawmill at Tra Bonge
This sawmill provided an income and useful vocational training for the
Montagnard villages in the area and provided an inexpensive, reliable sowrce
of lumber to the I CTZ, The sawmill has been closed down due to a variety of
Treasons. :

bs Recommend that action be taken to exempt the Tra Bong sawmill from
the restrictions published in MACV Directive 715=2, "Procurement": Restricted
Purchase of Cormodities in RVN (RCS MaCJL=29) dﬂted 8 October 1966, A complate
report on the operation of the sawmill mnd justification for recommended ex-
empb:Lon is attached as inclosure #9.

L. (C) Shortage of School Trained CA/PSYOPS Personnel,
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a., A shortage of school trained CA/PSYOPS persannel exists at
a1l levels. These positions are currently being filled by madditional duty™
personnel who do not have sufficient time to fulfill the obligations of thelr
primary duties, Somo detachments do not even hove additional duty personnel
available for assignment to CA/PSYOPS slots.

b, Recoimend that a detailed study of procurement and assignment
procedures now being uvsed by Sth SFGA, MACV, ond USARV be conducted to determine
if this critical shortege of train-d personncl can be avoided in the fubure,

Ed
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See Table of Contents -~ Colenel, Infamtxy
Cor=nding

p r/ vy -///" ~
T AL % igep L LA




AENRI , . ) " \Br;c SSIFED ;"5
. - u o - » 3
1h N * i f ) ( A\Anl{wrl X

o . o T T, ' i ' ~3u~,«§§3:_nm_\, Brinie

S

. ]
' Ty

£
i

: . UMCLASSIF'®

ATHGC-DST (15 Nov 67) 1st Ind (13)
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HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETHAM, APO San Franciseo 96375

" . 70: Commander in Chief, United States Ary, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

Department of the Army, Office of the Assistant Chiaf of Staff for
Force Development, Washington, D. C. 20310

l. This hea.dquarbérs has reviewed the Operational Remort-Lessona
Learned for the quarterly periocd ending 31 October 1967 from Headquar-
ters, 5th Special Forces Group (A_irborne), 1st Special Forces (ALXAJ.

2. Pertinent comments follow:

'a, Reference item concerning personnel assignment instructions
apon DEROS, page 60, paragraph 1: Nonconcur. Electrical transmission
of reassignment instructions has resulted in a high error rate and has
required retransmittal of basic instructions for clarification. This
headquarters forwards sequentially numbered officer reassigmment letters
by courier to each major subopdinate cormmand, The 5th Special Forces
Group liaison offlcer monitors the status of officer reassignment in-
structions and in most instances handcarries those letters pertaining
to 5th Special Forces Group personnel,

b. Refsrence item concerning 2} ton milti-fuel truck, page 60,
paragraph 2: Concur. This is the first report received by this head=
quarters of such an aceident with this vehicls. Similar accidents with
the 5 ton malti-fuel truck have been investigated ard it was found the
cause was due to wmamthorized modification to the starter switch, The.
report of the 5th Special Forces Group will be investigated and instruc-—
tions, if appropriate, will be disseminated to all concerned,

c. Reference item concerning TRA BONG sawmill, page 60, para~
grach 3: Concur. Recommend that units requesting lnnber, specifically
request that the aporopriate procurement office purchase the lnmber from
the TRA BONG sawmill, as an exception to MACY Mrective 715-2, Trocure-

" ment officers may then request that MACV grant an exception in accordance
with paragraph 5 of that directive, '

| 62 , PP E ("{7/{_..-——-
U NCLA AN HQ USAP.PiAC

%RrREDED UNCTASSIFIED WHEN SEPARATED o 5-68-.
N7 CLAGSITIED LNCLOSURES . LI
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d. Reference item concerning shortage of trained CA/PSYOPS person-.
nel, page 60, parsgraph 4: Nonconcur, A detailed study of procurement and .}
assignment procedures is not required. A review of 5th Special Forces Group -
peraonnel requisitions reflected that speclal qualification identifiers and .
©2" coding had not been used, Comnanding Officer, 5th Special Forces Group
has been furnished guidance on the use of special qualification identifiers
and the procedures for "Z" coding personnel requisitions to indicate any ad-
ditional training requirements. This will result in the procurement of per-
sornel with the required qualifications through normal replacement channels,
Reguisitions will be monitored by this headquarters to lnsure sufficient
personnel are requested, N

3. Correct UIC number is WALXATO.

L. A copy of this indorsemsnt will be furnished to the reporting wunit
through channels,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

10 Incl
nec

Copy Furnished:

HQ, 5th SFG (Abn), 1lst SF

... T e i
4 C'.“....S.u IED I:-T:LG'STT

- e



R LOCATION

COORD

fo it MNanang

4-1™ Tane Vel
£=1N? Tien Phuoe

A107 i Tne

A-104 Ya Thanh
AZ105 Kham Nue

A=106 Ta To

A-107 Tra None
A-1M* vinh Lone
A=109 Thuone Nuc

A=111 Nanang
A-113 Manang

N P Pleiku
A=217 Pleiku
A-212 Pleiku
A-219 Pleiku
n_g?

A-2?2), Phu Tuc

A-226 Mai Linh

fP27 Ha Tay

A-P2% Winh Thanb
n.?23  Ran Me Thuot ANTRONOLNN

=232 Tan Rai

£-233 Trang Thue

Aw?3l An Lac
A-?35 Yhon Co

A-?36 Bu Prang
A-237 Luong Son
A-238 Buon Rlech

A-239 Nuc Lan

nui Yhen
1221 Cung Son
L2022 Ponp Tre
2223 Tan Nanh

RTO7527193
yn7eLL3573
RTINRTLLIS
ne377652710
ngIRLERTCNS
7R00R9NT7F5
PS5 E7R3262
RRJLELIIG
RA§3IS55N9Q
701417532,
oTIE271N
RTN7527193

AR76R0L751
AR76504751
AR76504751
AR76504751
CnO9912281
RARALIOLIL6
PN90957425
AP a1 &A790
DASOLN5065
RAZLL59220
RI7990¥3I01
POALERENR?

TT0995RT765
TN 662671
APPALTLRLT

YIROLO2505

VULRR95610
PN12502850
POINTAECL2
v1191327513

>

TROOP DTSPOSTTION TIST -~ I CORPS

AT,

TROQPS

OFEMED NR GSF '™ RE WM DR MS®  VITesTOM
Sep 62 %] Cel
Sen 67 327 RS
Nov 65 519 1072 560 ner/ss
Teb 63 507 raw
por 65 LAO 208 210 CSF/SS
Sep 63 298 CRF /RS /15
Mar 65 713 719 nar/ss
Mar 65 3P0 24,5 LSF/SS
rup 66 435 120 228 08w /SS
Apr 66 499 NSk
Yar 67 L22 MSF
fup 65 L73  V¥SF
TOTAL:  3R13 M5 1243 195

IT FRPS
Oct 62 133 0ed
Jan 67 1308 MSF
Oct 67 HSF
Oct &2 MgRE
JIan 65 20 ne
Jan 66 636 526 naF /58
Jun 63 660 cSe
tue 65 462 CSF
Mav 65 632 210 28N nsF/ss
Sep 65 54%° CSP
Jun 67 554 new
fNct 65 524 ngp
vov 64 132 cen
Jan 66 320 gF
Sep 66 578 asr/Rs
Mav 65 897 nsr
Mar 66  L6b 6SF/Bs
Oct 67 B4R naw /g
Jan 66 550 nseE
Jul 66 646 nsp
Nov 66 519 cSF/Rs/ss

TTENTR NDOTD]

b\

VN faryy
VN

i

™ /iR
i /AR,
VN /HRE,
yH /HRe
™™ /R,
TN /MOHD

RMANT, SIRT AN /K ORO
RHANR RT AN X OHO

JERAT TRHADE
JIRAI, RHADE
JARAT

mw

v /euans

VN

YN /oHAM
JARAT

JAAT

™

M /IARLT
novo

ooHn

RHATR
MNONG, MA
YNONG, COHO
MONN, JARAT
N /nuAm
RHANR,

RHAN™ AMONG

GROUP i - DOVNGRADE AT 3 YR INTERVALS

[4Y]
1
e
E..‘.
=
P
£
=
2
3
o
E‘.

o
.
[4Y]

n
&
i
A
=)
3
[a]

Tnel 1 to Sth SFGA ORLL, 1 Aug - 31 Oct 67




T LOCATION

rOORD

r.2) ¥ontum

124) Polel ¥leng
A=217 Tak Pek
1~243 Platesu M4
A-—?ML Neak To

A=2L,5 Nak Seanp
4-2L6 Vanp Ruk
A-?5] Tlei "iereng
A-113 Tlei ¥rone
4253 Nue To

A=255 Plei Ye
R.50 WVha Trang
R-51 T™one Ma Thin
Tug?  Vha Treng
A-502 Trune Nung
A=5M"3 Mha Trane
Tecorda Mha Trane

fo & Bien Hoa
A=2M] Trang fun
R.307 Chien Thanel
A-311 Tsvh Yinh
B-32 Tav ¥Winh
A-37]1 Ren Soi
2322 Prek ¥lok
A-373 Trai R1
A=32), Nui Ra Nen
R-33 Fon Tuan
4331 T.oc ¥Minh
£.71372 Minh Thanh
A-1313 Chi Linh
1=33. Tong Le Chon
R, Sone Me
A~34] Pu Moon

A-3L2 Mone Yoai
A=3L43 Nue Phone
A-3LL Tunard

ARZ2j41R89Y
7AM269330
03269330
nanNfs51555
ZRO1222150
YREOSLNRL
ASOML1L1R0
YARTL5L590
7411256700
YARL 602493
7416240592
orPMI1051R0
APOLON29M0
6POILNSLIAN
“pgI7O8ET1
APM1OR1AN
nP3108R1 4N

YPNOSQ1270
YT16655540
VShqqeﬁlnh
YT92R772617
vI2MOs25
YTIO20, 757
YTRTR2TNS6
YTLL766947
VT2R105220
YT7IRNETTIO
YH73140823
VPEL3RAAR2
vTQL507350
YT6222R103
Yin7971132
YU97452909
v10764,7597

VIILTS0L99

TTR270LRRT9

DATR

OPTAMED
Jan 66
Mar 66
Mov 62
Jan 65
Aue 65
Jul 66
Jul 64
Nee 66
Vov 62
Jun 62
Oct &2
Jul 66
Apr &
Aor &
¥ar 64
Jun 64
Jun 6L

TOT AL«

Mov &4
Jan 63
Sep 67
Mavr 65
Nec 54
Mar 65
*ar 67
Jun 66
Jul 64
Jul 65
Nec 66
Feh 64
Jan 67
Mar 67
tor 65
Vov 62
Jun 6§
Anr 66
Apr 67

TRONPS
N NSF YR RP VR TF MSF MTSSTON  TTINTC CROIPS
115 GG JEAAT I ENAR,
3823 cse/me sEnANG/ JARAT
628 csr/rs  Jee/sEnAnG
796, nSF RAIMAR /SEDANG
50k ASF/RS  SUDAML/RANGAQ
L1 CSP/Rg SENAFR/PATNAR
L4,0 nSF STNANG
L20 C3F/BS RIE
610 csw JARAT
L8 nsP/ms JAaRl
459 Sk JARAT
636 TG4 STNMNG, JRM
LO5 ™ e
150 DELTA YN /NUNG
26l CSF YN /nHAM
217 MSF THANE
1053 FS vy
14965 796 2R0 2761
o
L
TIT NORPS
L2 nes C R
116 new ™ /onm rme AMONT
1022 MSF VM /G AR /Imn
286 nsp TN /PHIONG /CHAM /RING MTEN
161 - C&C M /o AMR /o INE ST MONT
562 394 22 nsr g /3s VYW /CAMR
719 asP/Rs vy /oavm MoxT
699 CSF/RS  UN/CAMR
118 RadioRelav WM /0rvRAONT
72 nea VN /oA ¥R AEONT
A nSF/Ms  UN/CAVR /MUTNR ST ASONT
113 OS8R VI /G AR Aot
261 GSF v /G AR APONT
104 CSF/Mms  yN/CrHRATNT
101 620 1019 nes /8 /88 W AoNT
L8 77 105 CSF/MS /58 v/ mp ANt
NG 22 220 GSF/Ss  TN/omm AoNT
539 17 217 nSF/SS YN /C A ATCNT
342 - CSF I /C MR ArONT



ﬂﬂ \ﬁn; Loty
%%\ Dt ?

A

|

nRr TOGATION coMmn -
B35 Duc Yoa YSennQn62s
A-351 Hiep "oa YTL3INOTLT
AL282  Tra.fu vs4,7750046
1.353 Luone Vo2 v§5R1NARES -
R-36 rhien Thang IT YT4I84R122
2361 Chien Thane IT YT432L5122
AE2  fhien Thanp IT YTL94R122
R.58  Snipon. R
Ra8f Yo ¥eoc Tro ¥795 810010
oM Can Tho- wseR3 01260 .
A=LML  Ton Phuoc TTR1IEN00AN
A-40? To Chau VSLEEOLELS
A-LO3 Tofhau- - VSL5A0LELS
A=40  Tinh: Yung TN a5a] 7y
A=4,"5  Wa Thien VR LIR2L6RE
P41 Moe Moa ¥8MINONG2
=411 My Phuoc Tay V¥S202159°21
A~41? ¥inh Muan IT. VS97RL756R
A~417 FinhThaphThon WT#6290320
A-f1l, Yoc Voa ¥ §N2R5RaR0
A=415 Tuvren Mhon T527757738
P-4? Chau MNoc 1813154410
A=l21 Rp Voal V395606700
A=149 Vinh Gia 576216093
r-422 Tinh Plen V895267115
R-,3 Cau Lanh 869515620
A-L31 Cai Cai WTS62007L0
A<43? Thuong Thol  WS31709565
A-433 My Da 1599856205
R4, Phu Nuoe

NSA6353035

nATR :
OTRNED  NR:-GSF MR RE MR PF MST  MISSTON BTHNIG AROUPS
Dec 66 111 C&G Vi /CAYB
Vay &7 525 345 new /RS /5S TN/CANA
Jan 67 5of CSF/Re YN /oM
Maw &7 167 cgr/Rs YN/CAMR
Sep 67 .. D&C
Sep 67 136 WMSR G AvR
Qem 47 169 waF AW

212 R 4o CUINREE
rmg 66 L5858  SIrMA YN JOUINR SR
TPAL:  7R97 1604 1793 1785

TV NORPS
Jan 63 179 red _
Jan 654 ¢ 590 ugw rUTMR ST, /oA
Feh 67 151  Msw TN /onvn
Yap &7 168  MSF m/omm
Jan A8 : : e 155 0OSF AnTAR T, A
Aper 65 471 120 106 nSF TN /C AR e
Peb 65 | cee/s WM. L
Teh 67 LA oSk YH/CPMR
Oct 65 694 360 - 163 CSE/88  VNAONT
¥ar A5 498 140 164 ose/ms/ss yw/oam
Map 63 612 378 oeg rsr/ns/ss vw/cmm
Var 65 572 91 122 nsr/Ms/ss vr/oam
Mar A5 136 615 147 cen/s/ss
Mav 66 396 CSF VM /CAvR
fus A 660 . , CSF/RS  vN/omm
for 6 587 355 621, (SF/PS/SS VNP0 OB
Feb 67 . ‘ cee /s N
por 65 2Rl o nsF/hs VN
Mav 66 64,8 499 729 oSk /s /85 Y /G AR ADNT
Mar 67 215 585 L&7 CSF/SS  UN/orvR
‘Feb 67 IATA 85 cec/ss v



I e S —

Y RIE  T L R st T EAEE TR AL

NATS

wT 1,0MERTON peorn o onmEn W CSE MR L7 NI PF VP 'TSSICN ETHNIC GROUPS

Tohul  Thu fuoc TiS86752855 Feb 65 535 CSF TN/G AR

A-442  Phu Nuoc USRA353035 Sep 66 313 : THG VI /C D
TOTAL:s _RALY 3556 1295 1006

1RO 8

fer w Cormand and Nontrol
nat . Mamp Qtrike Foree (Pormerly Nivilian Trreeular Nefense firoup)
b vap .. Mohile Strike "orce (Tormerl— Mike Fores)
ne - Rowler Surveillance
5/55-= Sector - Subsector
TN - Vietnsmese
famh - Camhodian
pr - Pepional Force (Province level)
PF - Pomlar Force (Nistrict 1nvel)
florps -~ Coros Tactical Zone
¥ont - Montagmard

1,




Wil

DANANG (Co.C)

DANANG| A~111)
DANANG (A-147)

THUONG [VC {A-109)
KHAM DUC (A-105

TIEN PHUOC (A-102)

HA THANH (A-104

TRA BONG (A-10T)

MINH LON2 (A=-108)
Sl1A VUC (A~103

BA TO (A-208)

CRFTPNERLLAT Y S

LEGEND SA HUYNH (FOB A-1I3)

+—+— |NTEZRNATIONAL BOUNDARY
caomass CORPS BOUMDARY

—~——u PROVINCE BOUNDARY
DISTRICT BGUNDARY

— COASTLINE

TPEYWP

.INCLOSURE i TO OPERATIONAL REPORT
FOR QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 31 OCT (967 I"'5




~ ( SONFIDENTIAL ¢ ’%%7

SR
vy BPNE ), A, Thalay

pig CORPS —s@un BUK ( Aa48)'7:‘

DAy PEK (A-242

DAK SEANG (A-246 PLATZAU @) (A-243)
DAX TO (A-244] HA TAY (a-227)
COLE] KLENG {A-24] 7 ol YINM THANMH (A-228)
« sul v
HONTUM  (B-24 /
_ S QUI NHON {B-22)

PLEL MRrONS A~{IS3VYNSF

N -
PLEL DJERENS (A;‘zau-\ AN CANH (A-223)

Kontutn ¢
’
A-218 . CCNTUM i
PLEIKU (Co.B § A-219 _ . LINH (A-228)
Vi -':\ T
DUC GO (A-233 ! N DONG TRE (A-222)
}
'd
PLE] ME (A-283 i
u Iwans ’-:‘-’.— PHU TUC (A-224)
BuoN ’LE:H A—z 2 Pau TN
( i al ( ’ CUN® 30N {A.221)
S PHU-8ON | | o\
TRANG PHUC (A-233 '\‘_.._ o Heu-Bon 3 700 ()
4 THVAN-HAN ' e HA TRANG ... HQS,
BAN ME THUOT {B-2 ! puv-rue [ m STH SFGA
\‘ 0-..\ /1 pHu-Y A-503
ﬂuaﬂ-n?’;l: FON-M0A ST B-50
DUC Lar (A-239 R AN ) B-52
l— . ¥ RUNG DUNG (A-502)
~ A HANN -
+ ‘. s
\ \
BU PRANG (A-236) L pcarx woc.an e DONG BA THIN (8-81)
‘ poc.tar N LAC-TRTR P
AR LAC - —__ NN XHANH-HOA
L fa-234 g ~ . ‘\ ,luc.pua;‘ﬁ l Drt Kria %\
} QUANG)-[C p *
KHON CO  (A-235 -l':y‘;" Gﬁ;hro\"( p;‘.:;,,“ can-dax ;
-, mun Dot \ [ “‘" p:”}
- 7 ANINH samd ]
TAN RAI [A-232 ,/’ “\ l"‘I‘UYE" puc | pug. (THUAN
A nd / Dow.Juwlns } 2 L] .
“'. X " lﬂ-P‘l’rdf. '.‘M”.‘
LUONG SON (A-237 ¥ boo-Loc® o Loty
Di-Linh Pt L PO e

id
1]

g L - ) 71n :-nu.
'.; 27 BN
¥ o
’- ‘-\. fad BIJC

LEJEND

§-- INTERMATIONAL BOUNDARY
ounems CORPS  BOUNDARY

= = — PROVINCGE BOUNDARY
DISTRICT BOUNDARY

e COASTLINE

INCLOSURE 1 TO OPERATIONAL REPORT
FOR CQUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 31| OCT 1967 |- 6

i BN,

PRINTED BY 569TH ENGR CO{TOPONCORPS]) NOV &7




l bIHL!J‘-,'

Aulll H
nyﬁfﬁ_rwu\ rma

cal cal (A~ 63

cnd LANK (B-~43)

DCN PHUC (A-40
INH THANM THON (A-413)

NMOC HOA ( P-4
MOC HOA (A=414)
Yy DA (A~433)

ThoUNS THoI [ A-$8R)

CHAU DUC (B'42 '
KINH QUAN IC 412 )

TUYEN NHON (A-41D0)
Y PHUOC TAY (A.4{l

TINH BIlLN (A-423

BA XOAI{A- &

O CHAU(A-402-~
403

PHU QUOC
(B-44)

PHU QUOC
(A- 44—
u-a‘ﬁ———‘

BAC~JLIEU
VINH-LOI *

CAN THO(C-4 )
(Co D)

-
Sik=Ral

LEGEND

— 4= INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY]
— CORPS BOUNCARY

w—w PROVINCE BOUNDARY
BINH HUNG (A-40&)

~~~— DISTRICT BOUNDARY

mmee=m COASTLINE

INCLOSURE 1 TO OPERATIONAL REPORT
FOR QUARTERLY PERIOD ENDING 3! OCT 1987 | -8

PRINTED BY 569TH ENGR CO{TOPQNCORPS)} NOV 67



g | » EGLASSIFIED 2 57
( ( . la‘\ﬂd}ﬁ?’[r& 5& L
;}W@m@. fa

- Loclaitinimeiipeiamissitiiy | “*
. STATISTICAL DATA | | |
. I I 11T IV YOTAL !
1. (c) Operations: otz oIz CTZ . CIZ
a. Squad geel, 128l - ook . 6620 29952
b, Platoon 1683 9707 1290 3156 15836
c¢. Company or Larger - 170 2700 935 1213 5018 :
2.. () Contacts: _ _ .
a. Contacts resulting from Friendly Th 335 148 223 780 :
Offensive Action:
b. VG attacks on installations and ws 167 160 131 603
convoys$ '

¢, Incidents (booby traps, mines, _ -
assassinations, etc.g: 29 38 52 133 252

3, (C) Confirmed VC Losses:

a, KA 198 kg2 762 172 162l
b, WA | 63 35 Lo sy, . 192 |
¢, CPIR | Ly 152 Sk 36 291
d. Quarterly comparison of.ﬁggfirmed VC_%%%Ees country-wide: , :
- 1st Guarter 67 1632 501 i
‘2d Quarter 67 1931 361 ,
3d Quarter 67 162l 291
L. (C) USASF Losses:

a. KIA 0 6 8 2 16 ;
b. WIA 7 31 39 15 .92
c. MIA | 0 1 o o 1 ‘
d. Quarterly comparisen of USALSF casualties country-wide: :
KIa WLA MIA - TOTL :
1st Quarter 67 19 80 3 102 ]
2d Quarter 67 2k 25 2 51 :

3d Quarter 67 : 16 92 1 109
5. (C) VNSF Losses: _ 3
a. KA . 0 1 .0 2 :
b. WIA 0 8 7 1 16
c. ML 0 0 0 o - o)

DOANGRADE AT 3 YR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEALS
DOD DIR 5200,1G




ST4TISTICLL DATA (CONT'D)
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I 11 111 Iv
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{(C)}) CIDG Losses:
a. KIA 2l 8L 101 51
b, WIA 80 312 L1l 209
c. MIA 1 3 20 L
d. Quarterly comparison of CIDG casualties country-wide: .

1lst Quarter 67 322 920 .80

2d Quarter 67 136 1419 . 131

3d Quarter 67 260 1012 28
RF/PF Losses:
a. KIA 5 h 26 21
b, "WIA 10 1, 61 82
c. ‘MIA 1 0 o 0
de Quarterly comparison of RF/PF casualties country-wide:

1st Quarter 67 gl - 16k 29

2d Quarter 67 101 178 26

3d Quarter 67 56 167 1l
Weapons:
a, Friendly weapons lost: i L1 75 62

b. Enemy Weapons lost: 53 289 201 79

260
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VISITOR BRIEFING

DATE HAME POSITION . :
5 Aug MG Carl C. Turner Provost Marshal . General of the Army -
7 Aug MG Willard Pearson HACV J3 i
20 Aug Robert B. Dockiﬁg Governor of Kansas
25 Aug BG Kim Yong Hya ! . -DC, ROKFV -
29 Aug BG William l. Van Harlingen G, 1st Signal Brigade

8 Sep  LIG James V, Edmundson Vice Commarder-in-Chief Pacific &ir Force

8 Sep  BG Kyoo Hyun Cha CG, Republic of Korea Special Forces

19 Sep ' BG Andrew P. Rollins CG, 18th Engineer Brigade |

7 Oct COL D.S. Thompson MC, Director of_infant:y, Australian

17 Oct - Harold Silverstein GS-16, Assistant to the Chief,

Communications and Electronics office DA

19 Oct MG Don O, Darrow USAF, 45, MACV
19 Oct COL Chung Byung Joo CO, ROK Special Forces
25 Oct ' MG Thomas H, Scott CG, lst Logistical Cormand

25 Oct MG Leonard C, Shea DCS0PS, DA

Incl 3 to Sth SFGA ORLL 1 Aug 67 to 31 Oct 67
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5TH SPECTAL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST SIECIAL FORCES
APO 56240

AVGB=C 3 Novenber 1967

SUBJECT: Quarterly Combat Development Report

T0s SEE DLISTRISUTION

Tnclosed is a sumary of the highlights of the 5Sth SFGA Cembat Developments
Program for the period 1 August - 31 October 1967.
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COMBAT DEVELOPMENTS PROJECTS CURRENTLY UMDER EVALUATION

COMBAT DEVELOFMENTS.

1, (C) Seven mine firing switches, MFS~X1 were received by the 5th SFGA
on 2y Octover for test and evaluation. This swibtch, developed due to a requast
put in by 5th SFGA to the Limited Warfare lsboratories, provides a lightweight,
battery powered (four BA-30's) device that will detonate the ML8A1 Claymore, or
similar anti-personnel mines, or any explosive devices that employ the M-6 or
similar electric blasting cap. The switch consists of a waterproof case with
comnectors to accomodate the firing leads to 10 explosive devices, which may
be fired individually, in selected combinations, or all in salvo., The switche:
have heen sent to all the CTZ's for evaluatlon which will end in Decembexrs Thias
item promises to provide an excellent means for camp defense and ambush operations,

2, (¢) Three thousand rounds of Number l Special Buckshot, XM~257 for
12 guage shotgwm were received in August 1967 for evaluation and sent out 1o all
campanies. This round was developed when a requirement was generated for a
special shotgun round capable of engaging area targets. A flechette type round |
was developed and extensively tested, however it was found that a Number L buck-
shot round proved to be superior to the flechctte round. This round loolks liks
any standard commercial 12 guage shotgun shell, however imwardly it differs by
conbaining hardened buckshot instead of soft camercial lead shot; by having
voids between shot filled with granulated plastic; and by having the shot columm
inclosed by a polyethylene sleeve. Shot is hardened and cushioned to obtain
pattern wmiformity and decreased dispersion over standard shotgun shells. Shot
liner reduces barrel wear and maintains shot package conflguration during bore
travel, When the XM-257 is fired in the hand cocked, 20 inch barrel, riot type
shotgun, all of the shot pellets will be in a LO inch circle ab LO meters. The
evaluation is due to be completed in December 1967. _

3. (U) Portable HF Antenna AN-3 for PRC-6L. 5th SFGA recelved five AN-3
antennas which is a lightweight, compact, highly efficient loop antenna. The
external tuning and matching network provided will cover the frequency range
from 2.0 mhz to 8,5 mhz thus maldng it compatible with the AN/FRC-6} radio, and
the corresponding range of other HF radios. A lightweight mast and guldes are
provided for use when trees are not available for installation., This antenna
during CONUS tests in mountainous terrain has proven to work at ranges in axcess
of 200 miles with the AN/PRC-OL radic. The antermas will be distributed for
testing in early November 1967.

4. (C) Airboat Communications System, The interim system developed by the
Sth SFGA Signal Maintemance Facility using the AN/PRC-25 radio and additional
modules mounted in a waterproof ammmnmition box has proven to work relatively
satisfactory. An ENSURE request that had been sulmitted to USATWL is being
worked on, with two sets of the systems becoming available after 15 Janwary 1968,
This system will use the VRC-12 radioc trensmitters and will feature CVC helmets
with the built in headset and microphone for the operators.

DOWNGRADE AT 3 YEAR INTERVAIS
DECIASS IFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
L-z DCD DIR 5200.10
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5, {(C) Mini-Grenads System. USAIML has developed a series of miniabu nv_@ AW, Date e
chemical grenades. These are small lightweight items designed %o supplement the
standard chemical mumnitions and to enable the soldier to carry a greater variety
of munitions without having to increase the woight he rmst carry. These grenades
are built into a small aluminum container similar to the con 35an £ilm iz packaged
inj measuring 1.2® by l.8%. The IM-166 whibe smoke is being received on &
monthly allocation and is being distributed to selected units for evalvation,
The XM-167 green smoke, XM-168 red smoke, X11-169 yellow smoke have not been
received yet, but will be available in the future for evaluation. Other items
of this system undér development are a white phosphorous and a thermite~
incendiary grenada,

6. (C) CGuship II Project (Super Spooky)s The Gth SFGA is assisting the
 US Air Force in an evaluakion program of the Super Spooky aircraft,” This aircraft
is a modified C-~130 which has.four 20m gebtling gm canncns, four 7.62mn minl-gun
systems, an improved searchlight for both infra-red and visible ground ilumination
and electronic target acquisition equipment, which gives the alrcraff an all
weather capability., The Super Spooky not only carries mare ammmnition but also
has the ability to remain over the target for several hours longer than the present
C-L7 type Spooky, The 5th SFGA portion of the svaluation consists of emplacing
ground radar beacon equipment in five VAR camps in IT CTZ. This equipment will
give the aircraft an accurate position location on the ground, thereby pemmitting
accurate fire support in any weather, day or night, To date this equipment has

not been subjected to test under actual conditions, The evaluation period for
Super Speoky will last until mid-December 1967 when the aircraft will return to
CONGS. :

TTEMS ON WHICH THE EVALUATION HAS RECENTLY TERMINATED

1. (C) Manpeck Personnel Detector (MFD). The MFD is a device intended to
alert the operator to the presence of concealed humans by detecting certain tmmen
chamical effluvia, The results of the tests conducted on the ground determined
that in the menpacked role the MPD would be of very 1imited use due to weight,
battery life, and changing wind direction, However the devices have given good
results vhen modified and imstalled on helicopters., Dus to lack of agsigned
aircraft the Sth SFGA has not been able to effectively employ this method.
Thepefore all the detectors . but twoywhich will be used by B=52, have been twned
in at the request of USARV for issue to conventional units,

2, {C) Linear Power Amplifier for AN/PRC~Th radio, The power amplilisr
1s designed to increase the wattage outputb of the AN/PRC=Th radio from 30 to 100
watts thereby providing a much greater range. The tests conducted determined
that the amplifier when it works, is offoctive in increasing the range of the
radio. However eight of the 13 sets blew out, burmt up, or otherwise failed
during the evaluation program. This, plus the fact that the amplifier weighs
L0 pounds and is a full load for one man while the AN/PRC-Th is another, iimits
its use , and is presently considered unsuitable for Specigl Forces operabions.,




3. (U) 30mm Chaff Rocket and Rocket Leuncher. This 30mm rockst is - & o0 m
fired from a modified XM-1L8 grenade launcher, which mounts on an M-15 rifle 2
to an altituda of 7,500 feet carrying a chaff peyload which upon disseminaticn
in the air provides a cloud of X-band radar reflecting chaff, This system used
in canjunction with the US Air Force skyspot radar is supposed to give a grid
coordinate readout of chaff cloud and of the rocket lawmcher on the ground., The
S5th SFGA tested this system at Duc Co and Dak Pek. Good results were obtainezd
at Duc Co. The radar was masked by the mowmtains arownd Dak FPek and no reading
was obtained even though the rocket reachsd 7,500 feet altitude, 5th SFCA
recomnendations were, that while the system, as a position locator, was tech-
nically feasibla, several problems had to be overcome before this system could
be put into general use, The two major problems being that there are many
areas not covered by the skyspot radar or are masked; and that there is no
commmications set up which will allar direct oommo betwean the elements on the -
ground and the skyspot radar personnel which is mandatory for the system to
work, ' ‘

" ITEMS DUE IN FOR TEST AND EVALUATION BY 5TH SFG (ABN)

1, (C) Position Marker, PM~3, The PM-~3 is a modification of the PM-1
previously tested by the 5th SFGA, which has had the smoke payioad greatly in-
creased, This marker system is an expendoble smole signal for use in areas
having a dense jungle canopy. Vhen the signal is fired the signal assembly
penetrates the canopy and travels to an altitude of 300 feet. A parachute
stabilizes its fall back into the canopy where two grapnels ejected during
flight snag, suspending the signal so the smoke is visible to aireraft. This
item was due for testing in September 1967 however it has not yet been received.

"2+ (C) Patrol Selsmic Intrusion Detector. The detector is a sensor system
small and light enough (each detector weighs 8 ounces and is the size of a paper —_
back book) to be carried by a patrol. Fach system containe fowr detectors and
one monitor., The datector 1s sensitive enough to detect footsteps at 30 meters
am capable of giving alert to monitor uniit over a distance of orme mile, Therc
is no indication as to when thls ltem will be availlable,

3. (C) LOmn Rapid Fire Grenads launcher Systems. The Sth SFGA was .
originally scheduled to receive three systems of the rapid fire grenads launchors

a, Hand cranked, low vclocity.

be Autamatic, low velocity.

c. Aubomatic, high velocity.
M-79 grenade leumcher. However the hand cranked low velocity system was found
to be favlty and has been eliminated, This has held up final development and

- acceptance of the other two systems, but the 5th SFGA is still schednled to re~
colve them for evaluation when they becoms available,

_ . i
.These systems all fire the standard high explosive LOmm grenads as used with the ]
|
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b, (C) Anti~disturbance Firing Switch. This self contairsd firing
switch, about the slze of a pack of cigarettes has a built In power supply and
trembler device, It will detonate an electric cap hooked up to its teminals
when, 80 seconds after the activation switch is turned on, the device is dis-
turbed by moving or twning in any manner. Once the switch is turned on the
battery is good for 90 days. The Sth SFGA is attempting to procuxre these
firing devices through CISO from the Navy laboratories where they were developed
for the SEAIS,

5, (C) This same organization has also developed a lightweight (mostly
alumimm} 4Om pump, four round shotgun which fires the standard LOm high ex-
plosive grenade, No further details are available at this time. The Group is
trying to procure several of these weapons for evaluation,

OTHER ITEMS OF IMIEREST

1, (U) Battery Powered Fluorescent Lamp (Safari Light). This nine pound
lamp has an 11 inch miniatwre fluorescent tube powered by a 110 volt external
AC source or by two 69 wolt batteries. Battery life is between 4O and 80 hours
depending on high or low intensity use, The lamp is ideal for emergency lighting
of TOC!s, medical and commo bunkers, helipad marking, etc. The lamp has been
ordered and is due in on or before 30 November 1967. Recommended basis for
issue is: A Detachment - L, B Detachment - L, C Detachment -~ 3.

2. (C) Battlefield Illumination System, This system had been tested and
ordered by the 5th SFGA, However the wmit cost on this one time use munition
was found to be so great as to be prohibitive and the order was cancelled,

3, (C) Trace Metal Detection Kit, This detection kit, which uses an
ultra-violet light and a chemical solution to determine if a suspect has been
in conbtact with 2 weapon by means of characteristic residue on skin and clothing,
is no longer an experimental item. A quantity of these kits have been procured
and are being isswd for use by the Group S-2,

L. (U) Alam Set, Anti-intrusion Restricted Area AN/GSS~9. This set is a
lightweight, battery-powered device, abcut the size of a cigarette paclage. Prin-
cipal components are an alarm set (buzzer and light) and a 3,000 meter length of
fine wire. Wire can be extended to any convenient length from its spool; when
the wire is broken, the alarm set 1s triggersd. The setyno longer an experimental
item, has been obtained and is being issued by the Group S-. The recommended
basis of issus is: A Detachment - 8, B Lchachment - 5, C Detactment - 5, Special
B Detachment ~ 20, Mobile Strike Force Company -~ S



