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AVGB-C 15 November 1967 
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (U) 

1. (U) Personnel 

a. IT81' CIDG Pay Cards (Det B-33, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: CIDG pay cards were not properly filled out. rictures, 
'number of dependents, and weapons serial numbers were missing. This worked an 
extreme hardship on the pay officer. 

OBSERVATIOl!: The Detachment 51, and respective A-Team XQ's must 
insure that every CIDG pay card'has all the necessary information filled'in; 

b. ITEM: Detachment Operational Funds (Det B-33, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: It lk~s been the past policy of this detachment to send 
operational fund reports directly to the company. This resulted in numerous 
deficiencies not being detected until the audit Was conducted at company level. 

OBSERVATION: In tmttheabove outlined policy was very time consuming 
to both the company and the detac~ent involved, this policy has been revamped 
in that all fund reports are now submitted to the Funds Officer at this B­
Detachment, where they are checked prior to being hand carried to the company 
by the Detachment 51. 

c. IT~[, Awards and Decorations (Co fl., 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOll: Many recommendations for awards and decorations 
are being downgraded or disapproved because they do not meet the criteria, 
they are poorly written, and/or they do not include the key phrases required 
by regulation. 

OBSERVI. Trot', The extra time and effort spent in eliminating the 
above discrepanCies are worth while as it precludes injustices to ,deserving 
individuals. 

d. ITEH: Incorrect Death Gratuity Payments (Co A, 5th SFGA) 

,DISCUSSION, It rns been noted that several funds officers have 
made incorrect death gratuity payments because they have made their O\~ 
computations instead of following the regulation. 5th SF Gp (Abn) Regulation 
37-1 is specific in the amounts to be paid by pay grade. 

OBSERVtcTION: Simply following the regulation will eliminate the 
possihilityof an injustice through under payment to the next of kin of a CIDG 
member killed in action or the possibility of a funds officer having his 
accountability increased due to overpayment • 

. , . 
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SUBJECT: Operational Reporl ';;:'!::esirons' Learned (u)·., 

e. ITEl;: Accuracy in Perforf.lance of Administrative (Det 8-35, 5th SFG].) 
Duties 

DISCUSSIOL: The S-l Section of an operational B Detachr.Jent handles 
a voluminous amount of paperwork each month, i.e., personnel requests, Officer 
Efficiency Reports, recommendations for awards p~d various reports. 

OBSERVATION: To insure this \'Iorkload is processed efficiently and 
timely proofreading of all draft copies is essential. This is a basic fundamental 
in all sections; however, its importance cannot be overemph.'l.sized. Each request, 
report or document which has to be retyped because of improper spelling, sentence 
structure and other errors not only increases the volume of work, but also 
significantly retards the timely submission of these various reports. 

f. ITEM: Loss of Correspondence (Det 8-35, 5th S~GA) 

DISCUSSION: The loss of important correspondence sent from this 
HQ.' s to higher and subordinate HQ I S has created a serious problem. 

OBSERVATIm': To correct this a distribution log was established. 
Correspondence from all sections are chal'neled to the 5-1 section .. There they 
are logged in and hand receipted out. Since the initiation of the distribution 
log there has been no loss of correspondence handled under this procedure. 

g. ITEM: CIDG Supplementary Payrolls (Det 8-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOI': Previously all supplementary payrolls inclUded all 
personPel who were not pm.d on the original payrolls. Once complete the supple­
mentar,y payrolls were returned to the respective A Detachr.Jents for payment. This 
proved highly unsatisf~ctory as numerous personnel received ~~y for soldiers, 
who either had deserted, were in hospitals, or on leave. 

OBSERVATION: All personnel due sUTlplementary pay are nm, paid 
at the B Detachr.Jent. The person to receive pay must have a slip from the XO of 
the A Detachr.Jent verifyil' g that this man is entitled supplementary pay. The 
use of this system has proved·highly setisfactor,y and has reduced the supple­
mentar,y pay roll expcmditures approximately 5'0%; while at the same time insurug 
the just payment of personnel not IX'lid on the original payrolls. 

h. IID1: CIDG Strength Report (Det 8-35, 5th SFG:c) 

DISCUSSIOli: Previously acquiring accurate CIDG strength had beer 
somewhat of a probler.J. Two very important functions, CIro pay and rations, depe'"d 
upon the accuracy of the strength report. 

OBSEH.VATION: An accurate CIDG strength report can best be render;'o1 
if both USSF and LI.DB jointly count and agree on the number of personnel pre sen: 
for duty 0 
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Operational Report - Lessons Le~rned (U) 
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By placing great emphasis on this accountability, an equitable way of. handling 
pay and distribution of rations is guaranteed. 

2. (0) OPERATIONS: 

a. ITEM: ARVN Artillery Support (Det 8-34, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: The 175mm gun battery at Song Be experienced an 
unacceptable delay in receiving ARVN countermortar fire when requesting through 
communica.tion channels to B-34 and then to Sector TOe. A joint TOe is not in 
operation at this time •. 

OBSERvt.TION: A Vietnamese FO ,,"ssigned to the 175mm battery with 
direct communications to the ARVN batteries alleviates this delay in receiving 
ARVN countermortar fire. 

b. ITEM: VC Burial Parties (Det B-34,'5th SF~~) 

DISCUSSION: It has been noted that VC frequently return to a 
contact site to search for and evacuate the bodies. 

OBSERVATION: Contact sites should be staked out whenever possible 
to catch or kill any VC that return to remove their dead. 

C. ~: Stay-Behind Ambushes (Det B-34, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOlT: Several operations have noted that VC initiate contact 
. from the rear after a patrol has passed through a trail intersection •. ' 

OBSERV!,TION: A successful countermeasure to this tactic has been 
to leave a stay-behind ambush in vicinity of a trail intersection While the 
patrol search one of the trails leading from the intersection. ITC Have been 
caught moving up the trail in the rear of the patrol. 

d. !'rEB: Mortar Attacks (Det 8-34, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: During mortar attacks on two occasions in the past 
quarter. . in this area, 2 US have heen killed and 3 seriously wounded. No 
ground attacks accompanied the mortar attacks, Casualties were taken,well after 
the commencement of the mortar attacks. Personnel. were needlessly out of their 
bunkers. 

OBSERVATION: Personnel must be disciplined to remain in a bunker 
once a mortar attack commences until a definite all clear is established or 
the tactical situation such as a ground attack dictates that personnel move fron 
their bunkers. 

a . • 
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Operational Report - Lessons Le~:rned (u) 

e. ITEl1: USI',SF Augmentation 

( 

15 November 1967 

DISCUSSION: J"fter a large scale attack on a CIDG Caup, the 

resulting destruction of facilities and equipment, coupled with the loss of key 

control personnel sevc~ effects the ca)'lc'\bility of the camp to rebuild its 

defenses. 

OBSERVi\TIOIl: As a minimum, the "B" and/or "C" detachment must 

provide an augmentation team to assist the camp until it can return to normal 

operations. The team should consist of COLmand and Control personnel, signal 

personnel, and a medical assistance team. The composition of the augmentation 

team will depend on the situation. 

f. lTEl~: Camp Recovery Assistance (Det A-334, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Past experience has shown that an influx of visitors 

can be expected at an "A" camp after a large scale attack. The visitors in 

addition to the evacuation of wounded, coordiP~tion of resupplies, supervision 

of defense construction, and preparation of reports is often beyond the 

capability of the detachment. 

OBSERViTION: Every effort must be made by all concerned to avoid 

interfering with the "A" Detachment efforts to retain or regain complete control 

of the camp situation. Higher headquarters and the Command and Control augmen­

tation personnel should assume the responsibility for receiving viSitors, in 

the compilation of reports, and coordinating resupply and medical evacuations. 

g. ITElJj: Ilire Barrier (Det A-334, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: USASF had not checked the ~Jire barriers around 

the camp in detail since 03 August prior to thG 7 August attack on Tong Le Chon. 

It is possible that outer wire barriers 1,mro cut or marked jrior to the commence­

ment of the 7 August attack on Tong Le Chon. 

OBSERVATION: Barrier wires must be checked daily. 

h. ITEl1: Defensive Fires (Det A-334, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: VC infiltrators J:l,'1y be lurking near the outer edge 

of a camp I swire barrier,iil spi to of H & I fire concentrations. 

OBSERVATION: Close-in defensive concentrations and countermortar 

should be periodically included in the H & I fire concentrations both day and 

night, to discourage VC infiltration. 

i. ITEU: Removal of C4 Explosive from 
Claymore I-line 

(Det A-334, 5th SFGA) 
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (U) 

. ' DISCUSSIO!J: DUring the 7 August attack on Tl'.ng Le Chon approx:i.m.o.t81y 

50% of the emplaced Claymore mines failed to detonate because the C4 explosive 

had been removed by CIDG person~'el and used for cooking fires. USASF had checked 

the Claymores on 03 August. 

OBSERVJ.TION: Claymore mines ~ be checked daily. 

j. ITEl{: Claymore Hine H-18 Installation (Det A-334, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOJ.:: Experience has proven that Claymore mines are open 

to pilferage, removal, or in Some cases turned around to face' the friendly 

elements when protection is not rrovided. The accepted method has been to place 

the'mines in cement, ho.rever this is not always possible due to lack of cem&nt 

and/or time. . . 

OBSERVf:TIOl':: An alternate method of Claymore installation is as 

follows; Drive two five foot "U" shaped pickets in the ground with the recessed 

part of the pickets facing the cer.ter. The pickets are driven into the ground side 

by side separated by the width of a claymore mine. The mine is installed 

upside down in the grooved formed by the "u" of the two pickets. In this manner 

the fuse well is protected from the elements. The metal legs of the mine are 

then inserted through the picket ho18s and bent around the pickets. This 

method encloses the mine and elirmnates pilferage of'C-4 from the mine by the 

CIDG. It also requires a considerable effort to remove the mine or turn it around. 

k. ITJ<M: Local Security (Det A-334, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOr: Immediately prior to the 7 August attack on Tong Le 

'Chon iistening posts and ambushes used as local security were completely 

ineffective. USASF personnel did not eheck the Lpts and ambushes out the gate 

the evening prior to the n.tt?ck and based on prior experience, it is doubtful 

whether the planned LPG c::J. ,ambushes actually departed camp. 

OBSERVA TION: USASF should personally insure that planned local 

security measures are in fact carried out. 

1. ~: Safe Area Secnrity (Co C, 5th sm.) , 

DISCUSSION: On 290230' October, the safe area of Tra Bong Village 

was penetrated from the East and the West by an unknown number of VC. The 

village suffered extensive burning and the loss of eight hostages taken by the 

VC. Reaction patrols from camp Tra Bong failed to make contact w:l.th the VC. 

Investigation by the USSF detachment indicated that the PF Ofts on the periphery 

of the village safe area had not been manned as reported by the locn.l district 

chief. The result was effective surprise by the VC and correspondingly less 

time afforded the camp. 

OBSERV;'.TION: Detachment commanders in the sub-sector roll cannot 

overlook the fund~ental requirements of checking and double-checking district 

activities as well ?S those of the c.'1mp. 
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LVGB-C 15 November 1967 

SUBJECT: Operntionnl Report - Lessons Lcar~Gd Cu) 

m. lTEH: Combined OperationsEinploying CIDG and Fliiif.F (CO C, 5th SFGI,) 

DISCUSSIon: Crunps Thuong Duc, Hinh Long, Ba To, ruld Gia Vuc have 

conducted very successful oper~tions employing platoon or company sized CIDG 

elements attR.ched to platoons of regular Army and l.farine units in the area. In 

,most cases, the CIDG were employed as additional platoons rather than as attached 

souads. The major US unit provided an RTO and, in many cases, one US squad to 

accompany the USSF advisor. Tho additional US personnel enabled the CIDG to 

maintain 24 hour oommunications and reduced the number of USSF required to advise 

each separate element. 

OBSw.RVf.TIG:: The following advantages in conducting operations 

.d.th F\v}'llcF were observed: 

(1) Operations were able to he of longer duration. 

(~) Greater air lift ca~~bility. 

(3) IJlllnedia te Medevac 

(4) Availability of aerial resupply 

(5.) Greater fire support 

(..6) The CIDG gained corfidence by fighting along side of a major 

unit. The CIDG demonstrated improved discipline, enthusiasm, and cooperativeness 

which perhaps was produced by increased self esteem or the fear of losing face 

in frort of foreign soldiers. 

n, ~: Small Patrols to Keep Restricted Areas (Co D, 5th SFGi,) 

Free of Snipers 

DISCUSSION: A PO-S9 area beh,een two rocky hills WitS fortified lJith 

six FF outposts. In spite of the outposts, snipers cor·tinually harrassed 

tr~ffic through the pass. 

OBSERV. TIONS: By using small pa troJs at' Camp strike Force 

personnel mixed with local PF soldiers the snipers were effectively elimiI,ated 

from the pass. This active patrolling keeps the VC off balance. B'eing uncertain 

of patrol locations the VC are reluctar·t to expose themselves by firing. 

Combining the PF soldiers with CSF not only increases the skills of the Pi but 

also permits the District Chief to play a more active part in the defense of 

his district. 

o. lTD!: VC Attempts to Divert Spooky (AC47) (Co D, 5th SFGi,) 

DISCUSSION: .,'hen Spooky is employed immediately following an 

attack on an outpost, village, etc., he often draws sporadic fire from arc~s 

that appear to be likely avenues of .v.Lthdrawal and spends much of his time 

firing into the O-rea. 

¢<S ~;J iF 1 " C t'T I li,_ 
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SlJBJSGT: Operational Rer:ort - Lessons Learned (U) 

OBSER'JI,TICl?: It has been est2.blished that the va place one or 
t,~o men in covered positions far from their actual route of withdrawal "With' 
instructions to fire simply to attract Spooky's attention and divert him from 
the main force. 

p. ITEM: River Operations "With Assault Boats (B-35, 5th SFGf.) 

DISCUSSION: Operational Detachment A I S assigned to Det B-35 are 
currently located alor~ a major Viet Gong river supply route. The Viet Cong 
utilize this route to move troops and equipment. GIDG Forces conduct offensive 
river patrol operations utilizing plastic assault boats with 40 HP outboard 
motors •. 

OBSERVi, TIO)"S: 

(1) River patrols are best conducted "With a minimum of 3 boats and 
a maximum of 5. The lead boats should have machine guns mounted on tripods with 
the front leg of the tripod "Wired into the bO'·/ of the boat. The max:i.Llum number 
of persons per boat is four. Three persons per boat is more appropriate. The 
motor operator "Will have a weapon but will not fire unless it is absolutely 
necessary. The last boat should be. a.':::!sd .lith an autom.-1.tic weapon and a 60= 
mortar. The base plate of the mortar is placed on a ,~ooden platform set on sand 
bags. Only charge one should be fired from the assault boat. 

(.2) The last boat should be designed as pick-up boat in case one 
of the other boats is disabled by eneIDlf fire. 

(3) Towing of disabled boats is best accomplished by a long rope 
or strap, directly behind the towing craft. The engine of the towed craft 
should be locked in th e t()lo! position. 

(4) Arm and hand signals are most appropriate on the boat o~rations 
as HT-l radios have proved ineffective due to engine noise and interference. 
Command radios should be provided "With headsets for constant monitoring "With 
base station. 

(,5) Papers and ID c~.rds of all persO!'nel traveling on the \;ater­
ways should be checked. The boats should be checked for items, especially in the 
least accessible places, for inst~nce in the bilge. To preclude the movement of 
supplies undem,c".-I;:l the boat, a rope should be passed under the boat from 
stern to bow. 

{6) Not more than 50% of the boats in the patrol should be 
halted Md checking papers at. the same time. The others should circle in front 
and behind the halted craft. 

(7) Detainees present a problem with the smz.ll assmllt bO!lts. Thi' 
is the best methoo: Tie the detainee's hands and feet and lay them in the bot to' 
center boat or boats. Captured or detained sampans are best towed by tying them 
alongside the assault boats. 
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(8) l'men river operations are supported by FAC or LFT*?ircrn.ft, 
it h~sbeen found that the best results can be attained by having the aircraft 
proceed the boats by about 15-30 minutes along the patrol route. After they have 
flown the patrol routo they should leave tha area to a distance of 5-10 kilo­
meters and be prepared to support on call. The boats will then proceed on the 
river patrol. The VC will think that supp:>rting aircraft have left the area and 
will". fire on the river patrol as it passes their location thereby disclosing 
their position. The co~~d boat can mark this position by throwing colored smoke 
:ir.to the water. The best method of insuring a \,ell marked position is to loft 
the smoke grenRde as high as possible so that it begins to emit smoke before it 
hits the water. The smoke grenade will eject a scum which will be clearly 
visible to the supporting aircraft as they come into the area to place fire 
on the enemy positions. It has been found that red grenades produce the largest 
and most visible surface scum but other colors will work. * Light Fire Team 

(9) Boats in the river patrol should proceed at 2/3 throttle 
until they come under fire at which time they can operate at full throttle. 

(::0) In the: 'lJovement of troops with the assault boats, the Sahle 
landing site should never be used two times. 

(lJ.) Flak jackets will minimize \;ounds to boat patrol perSOnIl0l. 
They should be worn unzipped with only one snap closed so they can be discraded 
if necess' ry. No belts should be'worn. 

Cl2) "ilien moving troops to a designated landing site at night o 

control over the other craft can best be obtained by having the lead boat ~how 
a filtered light just along the water line. The lead boat will be the first 
to land and will remain at the landing .. site until all craft have diSCharged their 
personnel. OnlY 50% of the craft will land troops at one time. The remai2"lder 
of the boats circle slowly or idle off short until it is their turn to mo"" :in. 

q. ITEM: VC Countermeasures Against Airboats (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIor: The VC have developed several countermeasures ag,cinst 
airboats. Mines have been found in driver training areas and in canals and 
channelizing exits or entrances into the Pkin of Reeds. Stakes planted ju~~ 
under the surface in these se~e areas are designed to rip out the bottom 0: the 
boat. Grenades planted just under the surface ?~d connected to trip wires, over 
~Ihich the airboats must pass, have been used. let first, grenades with norual 
delay were used. The speed of the airboats caused them to detonate after t:,e boat 
had passed by. Hithin two to three days the VC resorted to non-delay fus' __ and 
,Iere able to inflict disabling damage to two airboats. 

OBSERVATION: BecA-use of restricted visibility and high speeG,> 
navigation by the airboats is difficult A.l1d the, airboats tend to utilize lmown 
channels or previously used routes. Air cover is essential to guide the boats 
and pre.:-ent establishment of patterns. Even in the open Plain of Reeds aic'boat 
pathways are readily apparent. Once the boats have traversed the area, care must 
be tnken to avoid using eXilctly the srune pathway. Bank and ground reconnai:;sanc€ 
of tree line and dike crossing points is a must. 

GOt I F I ~ Iii NT' ,At' 
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r. ~: Airmobile Operations 

() 
15 November 1967 

(Det B-34, 5th S~.) 

DISCUSSION: CIDG are reluctant to debark from troopships i'IOOn door 

gunners use su"pressive fire on the LZ. CIDG assume that the 1Z is being 

defended by VC. 

OBSERVt,TIOH: CIDG must be thoroughly briefed on the use of 

suppressive fires apd suppressive fires must be kept at a minimum except where 

warranted. 

s. ITEM: Heliborne Assaults (Det 5-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: The speed at which the assaulting troops exit the 

helicopter upon reaching the destination is an essential part of all heliborne 

operations. 

OBSERV!.TION:; At approxiJn'l.tely 75 foot elevation and when the 

choppers reduce sp~ed slightly in preparation for landing, one man from each door 

should stand on the skid and move forward toward the nose of the aircraft. 

The second man in each door should place his foot on the skid. This allows four 

of the assaulting troops to depart the aircraft before it touches the ground. 

Recommended height for the four troops to leave the chopper is hetween 2-4 

feet depending on the terrain. , 

t. ITm{: Heliborne Operations (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIon: Placement of personnel in helicopter is vital to the 

success of heliborne operatiols. 

OBSERVATIO!'S: Durirg several heliborne operations conducted 

duriPg the reporting period the following observations were made: 

(1) To preclude key personnel from being left on the departure field 

assign one man not going on the operation to act as W.CO. 

(2) Key persornel should be split up and ride in the choppers 

nearest the front, Q.g., choppers 1, 3, 4, and 7. In case the deSignated number 

of choppers does not arrive, e.g. or;ly 8 our of 10, the key personnel will not 

be left at the departure field. 

(3) Load only one crew served weapon crew on a single chopper. 

u. ITEt1: Landing Zone Preparations for Heliborne (Det B-32, 5th SFGA) 

Assaults 

DISCUSSION: The technique of lengthy landing zone preparations, 

either by air or artillery, prior to a heliborne assault has resulted in very 

little initial enemy contact during an operation. 
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OBS"SF.V!.TIO"IS: Experionce!Ds Sh01-m that L! 3 minute lieht fire t.e= 

preparation just prior to insertion decreases the chances of pn enemy being able 

to leave the area. [mother technique effectively employed ,;ith the light fire 

team is a C.B.U. run with TAC air along '.fOod lines seconds prior to insertion. 

If the VC are in the vicinity of the landing zone, this has a tendency to keep 

him "bottled up" until after the initial insertion !Ds been comr>leted. 

v. ITEU: Counter Hortar r~rc (Det B-32, 5th SFGt.) 

DISCUSSION: Following a mortar attack, effective couniaI-'mor1Drfire 

should be delivered >'Iithout delay. 

OBSERV[,na';.: A. hasty crater analysis following a mortar attack 

can be effectively used to bring maximum counter mortar fires on the enemy. 

By taking an azimuth from the mortar craters, and firing at clearings along that 

azimuth fire can be brought to bear on suspected firing pOSitions and routes of 

.,ithdrawal in lIlimimum time. In conjunction with thiS, organic mortar fire can be 

registered on likely firing posiitions around the ce.mp. The azimuth".elevation, 

and charge are placed on aimirg stakes in the mortar pit to ensure swift delivery. 

w. ITEM: Communications DuriI'g Airmobile Operations (Det B-34, 5th SFGt.) 

DISCUSSION: The assigned primp.ry air to ground frequency becomes 

too crowded "hen an airmobile insertion is conducted using the primary A/G 

as tho command frequency. 

OBSERW.TIOll: An alternate frequency should be utilized for cOIIlIlk1.Ild 

and control during an ainnobile insertion. 

x. l.TIlli: Random Firing by Helicopters (Det B-33, 5th SFGk) 

DISCUSSIm': Helicopters continue to fire on CIDG operations in the 

field without calling in to camps for clearance. Helicopters should be operating 

or at least monitoring the air-ground frequency for the CTZ; however, the 

operations in the fiold continue to be unar,le to contact them on this frequency. 

OBSERVATION: All aircrafts operating in TAORts of other units 

should monitor the primary air/ground frequency. 

y. ITEH: Illumination Support (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: On operatbn Tra 4/8 the operation was outside nrtillery 

support range ar.d had to depend on LFT and FAC for support. An ambush of four 

sar.lpans was successful; hmlever, because of the driving ram and no moonlight, 

no damage coUid be ascertained .dthout illumination. A call for support informed 

us that all aircraft in the area were grounded because of the weather. No 

adequate survey of the ambush site could be made. In the morning 4 dead VC were 

located with only one weapon. It is possible that cdditional Viet Cong were 

wounded but had escaped. 
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On operation Tra 2/10 the night ambush had contact "lith a estimated VC platoon ,-lith 

superior automatic weapons fire. Illumination could not be called from camp 

artillery because high explosives were needed to support the contact. Illumination 

support requested from the Provincial HQ' s produced three rmmds in quick 

succession directly over fr:iBndly fnrces. Fire adjustment and additiona.l illlllIl­

ination were refused. As a result, when the VC broke contact they were able to 

carr,y all but one of their casualties from the encounter. 

OBSERVhTION: Where artillery or mortar support is net adequate or 

non-existent and in areas ~rhere the employment permits, hand held illumination 

devices should be made available for operations. 

z. .!,TI;M: Rilids on Individual Houses (Det B-35, 5th SFGl,) 

DISCUSSIon: Hany VC consider themselves safe to enter villages 

and sleep ,lith their families at night or to store weapons and eql\ipment in certain 

houses. 

OBSERVlcTIOli: By having PW's or irtellif' ence agents draw maps of 

hamlets indicating the houses where VC sleep or store weapons, a small raiding 

p.-'lrty can successfully raid one specific house to kill or capture VC. 

These tactics not onl~r result in many enemy kills ~lith a minimum of friendly 

casualties but also demoralize.the enemy to a great degree. 

aa. ITEM: Operations During the Monsoon Season (Det B-32, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: During the reporting period heavy rains have altered 

operational techniques. It was learned through frequent operations throughout 

Tay Ninh Province that the VC had displaced their base camps to the high ground. 

This was confirmed by the high number of contacts with:the VC in thoae areas. 

OBSERVATION: Operations during the rainy season should be planned 

so as to search all high ground within the operational area. 

bb. ITEl1: Evacuation of Casualties (Det A-334, 5th S~,) 

DISCUSSIOlI: During the 7 Aug,ust attack on Tong Le Chon ql\ite a few 

CIDG and Mike Force soldiers who had received either very superficial, non­

diabling "ounds or no injury at all tried to sneak into the medevac choppers. Often 

they had placed bandages over areas of their bodies which had no ;rounds in an 

attempt to deceive the meaics. As a result it was necessary to temporarily remove 

all dressing;;fi"cm the wounded in order to prevent desertions. 
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OBSERVA TIm!~ In the future after each patient is treated 
or examined by a medic and slated for medical evacuation he should 
be placed in an isolated area ncar the pick-up mint and no one but 
the prior mentioned patients and authorized personnel be allowed 
in that area. 

cc. I'l'El1: Hedevac (Co B, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Durir,g the conduct of Oper:ttion Blackjack 
29 a wounded CIDG died 5 minutes prior to arrival of the Hedevac 
which arrived from An Khe two (2) hours after the request. 

OBSERVATION: Coordination should be made to arrange for 
all medevacs to come from the nearest and same location whenever 
possible. Also, requests for medevac should be arranged to go directly 
to the medevac loc:ltion and not be restricted to command channels. 

3. (U) Training and Organization (Co fL, 5th SFGA) 

ITEM: Physical Requirements of CIDG Recruits 

DISCUSSION: In the ~"st, potential CIDG troops have been 
recruited, trained and sent to Spocial Forces Camps only to find 
out they are physically unable to perform duties as CIDG soldiers. 

OBSERV,' TIOl': Before the mGIl is contracted to work for CIDG 
(~.e. prior to transport to the Corps Area), he should be: 

(1) Ex.'U!li.ned with all his clothes off to detect gross 
physical defects, such as withered or missing limbs, blindness, etc. 

(2) Taken on a ?2 mile run to detect those too weak for 
service, especially older men. 
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4. (C/NOFORN) Intelligence: (32, 5th SFY";A) 

a. ITEM: In the third quarter of CY 1967, a report was received 
stating that a 1JC LTC, who was the commander of a VC Arty unit, was on leave and 
was staying at the home of his parents in III CTZ. The report also furnished 
information concerning the general situation and terrain in the area. 

DISCUSSION: A photo mission was flown over the above area and the 
resulting photos confirmed the report's description of the house and general area. 
A decision was made to attempt to abduct. the LTC. A decision was made to poly­
graph the source and the polygraph was completed with favorable results. Source 
was reinfiltrated into the area to verify that the LTC was still there. Source 
determined that the LTC was still in the area, and would be for several more 

'days. Two weeks after the initial receipt of the information an allied W1i.t 
conducted an attempted abduction of the LTC. Minor resistance encountered approx­
imately 400 meters southeast of the objective house resulted in one VC KIA. 
The LTC was not found at the location. His father was questioned and stated 
that his son had departed the area to ChiEm Hoi. Tracks around the house 
indicated recent activity, but after a brief search the reaction team departed 
without taking any prisoners for questioning or counterintelligence type search. 
After the Jl3.ssage of a few days, the original source was reinserted into the 
area, and conversation with the LTC's father revealed that when the action 
unit's helicopters landed at a nearby hamlet, their approach alerted the LTC 
and his guards, all of whom immediately escaped to another hamlet via canals 
in camouflaged sampans. 

OBSERVATIONS: 

(1) The capture of a VC LTC, especially- an artillery unit commander 
would, if he were fully exploited, make an extremGly valuable contribution to 
the U. S. effort in Vietnam 

42 
QP'JPIfi'ED'T'P' 



AVGB-C 
SUBJECT: 

( 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned (U) 

(, 
15 November 1967 

(2) RG~ction to valuabl8 and iBportanG intelligence must be a 

matter of-high priorit~ 

(3) 
and firmly made. 
unit. 

Decisions concerning such targets of opportunity must be quickly 

"ith specific orders given to the designated action IE rsonnel or 

(4) In vie" of time factors involved in such qluck reaction type 

activity, it is believed that resources available to the 5th SFGA should be 

utilized in any such future operations. This affords a direct command line 

bet"een the unit developing the intelligence and the reaction element. 

b. ITEM: Exploitation of Prisoners of viar. (S2, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: The timely exploitation of Combat Intelligence is 

essential to the Order of Battle analyst, that it may be compared .~th and/or 

added to current holdings to receive the fullest benefits from the intelligence. 

The channel of acc,1ri.sition and dissemination r:ust be well establis:'lcd and efi'cctive. 

OBSERVATION: All persor-nel should be familiar \lith units and 

agencies to be notified of the belo" mentioned observations, and a check list 

or cross reference file should be utilized to insure coordination. 

(1) A proper liaison should be established between adjacent and 

interested units and agencies. 

(2) Good rapport must be established among personnel that 'Nill 

have access to the }W's. 

(3) A "or king system "here timely dissemination and utilization 

of acquired information can be had. 

(4) The disposition and cor,di tion of p\>' should be made known 

to all uSing units ard agencies, along .d.th final disposition, such as place of 

imprisonment 

c. ITE-I: Preyaration of Classified Documents (Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DiSCUSSION: In the past, several classified documents from this 

headquarters have been prepared in a manner which constituted administrative 

security violations and "hich impaired dissemination and discussion of the 

documents. 

OBSERVATIOll: A document .preparation assistance program by S2 

personnel, '1hich at times has required inadequately prepared documents to be 

carried to the persor,nel responsible for discussion of the requirements, has 

had favorable results. A marked improvement has resulted in the internal 

protective markings on locally prej1l.red document So 
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(Co A, 5th SFGl,) 

DISCUSSION: In the past the value of CI Operations has not been 
recognized to a great degree. 

OBSERVATION: A recent case of VC espionage attempts ar;ainst 2.n 

~-Site has come to light through the efforts of IJ.DB CI Operations. Such 
examples may permit the recognition of the value of CI Operations, and obtain 
more support for their implementation throughout the company TAOR •. 

e. TIm.: Security Procedures (C~ A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Occasiona.l examples of relaxed attitudes tOI<ard 
security procedures and the safeguarding of information' were brought to light 
in a Counterintelligence Inspection of this Hqs in Aug 67. The violations and 
discrepancies observed by the inspecting agents were disseminated to all B 
Detachments for ~formation and corrective action. 

OBSERVATION: Unannounced CI checks of staff sections have since 
encouraged proper security procedures to be maintained and prevent a lapse in 
procedures caused by personnelchar'ges, or relaxed attitudes. 

f. ITEM: Personnel Reliability Program (Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSICl: Clearing indigenous employees has been a problem 
in the past because occasional instances occur \<here individuals are granted 
clearances, although they are known criminal~ because of bribery or payoffs. 

OBSERVATION: In addition to requests for investigation through 
agencies which mayor may not be vulnerable to the above weakness, all 
employment applicants must also be checked against Blacklists and Greylists 
maintained by Allied, US, and US Advised Intelligence Agencies to remove all doubt. 

g. I'l'El-f: Personnel Reliability Program (Co A,' 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Establishing the identity of job applicants beyond 
doubt has been a recurring difficulty. 

OBSERVATION: All Vietnamese over 18 years of age are required 
by law to carry ID Cards. Vietnamese under 18 years of age are required by law 
to carry birth certificates. These documents must be used to establish the 
identity of job applicants. Since it is law, any person who does not have an 
ID Card should be questioned closely to determine the reason. If the ID Card 
has been lost, an application for reissue must have been initiated. The ID 
number is also a vital identification element in the conduct of background 
investigations. 
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DISCUSSION: Corruption and theft, minor and major, is an inherent 
problem among indigenous workers. Places where minor corruption might occur 
include mess halls and clubs: re-umIDg chits, theft of dinnerware and small 
amounts of.rations. Large scale theft occurs more readily in the 54 area and in 
the lucrative area of medicines and narcotics in the hryspital area, 

. OBSERVATION: In cases of suspected theft on a large scale within 
the compound, suspicion falls first on key personnel, that is, those who have 
knowledge of the overall operation and those who handle necessary paperwork. 
Next in line come the interpreter/foreman. These people control the other 
workers, are feared by them, and in many cases can be blackmailed by them for 
smaller thefts thlY, may have committed in the past and of which the ir:terpreters 
have knowledge. The little man may be intimidated and coerced by those who 
operate on a large scale. Do not let the operation of a system rest too strongly 
on indigenous workers, without whom the operation would cease to be effective. 
People with this much power can, in effect, dictata their own working conditions, 
resting on the knowledge that if any of their deals are discovered they are too 
valuable to replace. Watch for the practice of employirg relatives, especially 
when both are connected \1ith the same operation. llan/Wife; brother/sister and 
brother/brother employment can lead to a situation in \']hich family ties can 
provide an excellent means of su~port for internal corruption. If poSSible, 
cultivate the friendship of personnel "~thin each activity (try to make thiG 
someone other than interpreters or foreman -- many Vietnamese speak passable 
English). These personnel can act as casual informats and provide an insight 
into the internal workings within your own camp. One benefit is that you can 
immediately determine who the key indigenous employees are and the access and 
capabilities that they each have. 

i. ~: Guard Systems (Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: A recent theft occurred .Iithin the Company A security force. 
The problem is how to control the guards. 

OBSERVATION: People \;ho steal generally need money. How much 
are guards paid? Do they earn enough to support their families or are they 
paid just the bare minimum on the pay scale? Security guards have perhaps the 
most important job on the compound since they protect both lives and property 
and should be paid accordingly. Do not give them reason to steal from you. If 
poSSible, they Should be given new uniforms with distinctive marl<:ln2,S·~ ngcqunte 
mess facilities and shelter for their famili~s. Two basic rules are that they 
do not lie and they do not steal; and if either rule is broken to US knowledge 
they should be released immediately. \"!atch for power plays within the platoon 
for positions of leadership, and separate factions or cliques. Alternate gu~rd 
positions and shifts constantly so that the eame group of men do not pull tho 
same shifts and positions of duty together. If possible, gain access to an 
infornant \;ithin the guard system to find out day to day happenings and diG­
sensions. Stress honor among the guards and indicate the shame and loss of 
face that will occur if the guards allow stealing or they themselves steal. If 
any guard steals and is caught, bring him before the others and indicate the 
disgrace that he has brought on the group. Com;>any A I S security force is 100% 
ethnic Cambodian and the relationship is such that they like to solve problems 
among themselves with tunerican advice. 45 



AVGB-C 
SUBJECT: 

( 
Operational Report 

:€e t~b jsi J}A L 
- LesSons Learned (U) 

j. ITEr.!: \~eather Reporting 

c 
15 November 1967 

(Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIW: In the past, weather observations have been received 
late, incomplete, and in a haphazard manner. 

OBSERW.TION: f... system of monitoring and logging the t:ime of 
receipt of weather reports at all levels and increased command emphasis has 
greatly alleviated this problem. 

k. ITE!1: Collection of Information on Enemy Activities (Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOl!: In the past~- some intel sergeants at the A and B 
Detachments have not made maximum utilization of the civilian personnel 
living in the camp' s TAOR. ' 

OIlSERWSIOO: t. great deal of improvement in the utilization of 
civilian personnel as collectors of information has occurred at the B Detachment 
level; however, there are still some problems in the -area of collection at the 
A Detachment level. The direction, enthusiasm, and guidance for an effective 
collection program at A Detachments can be provided by the CI personnel 
currently stationed at the B Detachments. l'ihile at the A-Site, the CI people . 
can perform a dual mission by implementing a 'iorkable CI program. This program 
should include the screening of indigenous laborers employed by the camp and 
the establishment of an internal net to report on the disaffection, subversion, 
sabotage. etc .• occurring among the CIDG personnel. 

1 .. ITEM: Liaison with other Collection Agencies 
-. - Operating in Dets TAOR 

(Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Other collection agen~ies should be periodically 
consulted by the A ~~d B Detachments for information on VC activities in 
their Tl~OR. This is especially true of infrastructure information which 
has been the specialty of certain collection agencies. 

OBSERV[,TIOl·': This problem of liaison applies mainly to the B 
Detachments. However, at the A-Teams level there are instances in which the 
District Chief operates out of a village located within the Camp's TAOR.·In 
such a situation, the Executive Officer or the team commander should establish 
rapport with the District Chief. Genera~these people are thoroughly knowledge­
able of all VC activities in their area. The amount of information volunteered 
by the District Chief will often depend on his working relationship with the 
team commander or executive officer. Emphasize the use of <L~ officer in dealing 
with a District Chief since somc District Chiefs feel they should be dealing 
with someone of their own level, an officer rather than an NCO. 

m. lTD!: Proper Coding of Agents (Co A,5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: There have been many instances of improper coding 
or the lack of any coding of people being used as agents or informants • 
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OBSERVATION: There has been some improvement in the coding of 
agents. HOl"ever, llame Trace Requests and Source Data Reports often have been 
incomplete, improperly completed, or lacking a signature of any kind. The 32 
section at the B Detachments should review lJTR' sand SDR' s before sending them 
ontot ; CqrJpMY. Secondly, there are still quite a few A Detachments which have 
not submitted any NTR' s or SDR' s. These are A Detachments which have a Civilian 
population living in the Camp's TJ,OR. Either the intel sergeant has failed to 
exploit these people for information or he is using agents and informants in 
violation of 5th Group Regulation 381-3 Which requires that all sources used on 
a recurring basis 00· C<!dotl. 

11. ~: Evaluation of Agents (Co A, 5th SFGr..) 

DISC{JSSIOl,': In the past Special Forces had no system for the 
proper evaluation of information submitted by their agents and an evaluation 
of the agents themselves. This has resulted in the payment for useless or 
false information. . 

OBSERVATION: This problem can be eliminated by the proper 
maintenance of an Agent Master DG~sier at the B Detachments level. The dossier 
should contain a copy of the agent's SDR and a copy of every intelligence 
report submitted by the agent. The purpose of the dossier is to evaluate the 
agent on the value and quality of information he has submitted. 

o. ~: Extraction of SpGcific Intelligence (Det B-32, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: In addition to vc/lNt.. lfilitary Order of Battle and VC 
political infrastructure Order of Battle Books and Maps it is necessary to 
have some means of retaining information of an intelligence nature in a form which 
will allow the extraction of specific information on the entire Tt..OR or the 
extraction of all available information on a specific portion of the ThOR 
for either analytical or operational purposes. 

OBSERVATION: A method used with satisfactory results is essentially 
a geographical system in which a 1:50,OOC map of our entire TIlOR is sectioned into 
blocks ten kilometers by ten kilometers. This ten by ten block bears a two-
digit identification number such as 27. The first digit (2) is the first 
digit of all vertical grid lines in that ten by ten bloc~ .The 3econ~ digit is 
the first digit of all horizontal grid lines in that particular ten by ten 
block.(o.g. in a six-digit coordinate such as XT203759, the two digits usod 
to indicate the ten by ten block, and consequontly the general geographic area 
you are refG.!'.:.'ing to,is the first digit (2) and the fourth digit (7). This 
gives you a block identification number of 27). The identification numbers 
from all of the ten by ten blocks covering your TI,OR are then placed in numerical 
order on five by eight card tabs. Behind each of these five by eight tabbed cards 
there are additional cards labeled by activity (e.,~., Cm~T:,CTS, SIGHTINGS, 
IRs, ETC.). As these activities occur you enter them on the appropriate activity 
card located behind the block identification card of the area in which the 
activity occured. This allol"s you to extract either all enemy activities which 
have·occured in a given block, or a specific type of enemy activity ~Ihich has 
occured in a given block. In addition it is easy to take one specific type of 
enClJlY activity, for example CONT!.CTS, and by going through your card file extract 
all contacts for the entire TAOR. 47 
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DISCUSSION: In the past there has been a noted lack of feedback 
of information of an intelligence nature from A Detachment Combat Operations. 

OBSERVI.TION: In order to increase feedback and insure that 
information indicating no enemy activity is included in the information from 
each operation, 1<e haVe included 'one' paragraph in the Operation Termination 
Report entitled simply "Intelligence". I'lli en an operation has terminated the 
individuals who conducted the operation submit a termination report which now 
includes a summation of all enemy activity, suspected enemy activity, indications 
of enemy activity, or lack of indications of enemy activity within that AO. 
This provides both operational and intelligence information in a complete 
usable form which can be easily plugged into sitreps, reports and INSUMS thus 
giving the reader a much more complete picture of what happened on a particular 
operation. 

q. ~: 912 Fund (Det B-3), 5th SF&.) 

DISCUSSION: The present 912 Fund is established as a set 16,OOO$VN 
amount for both '''Ii'' flIld '''B'' Teams to use for intel purposes. It is felt that 
intel operations are not uniform from camp to camp and that one amount cannot 
be made universal for an entire area such as Vietnam. The "t,1I Teams usually 
will not use this amount whereas: certain "B" Teruns have a need for more. 
Since intel operations are flexible and peculiar to an area, 50 should be the 
amount they are authorized to spend. 

OBSERVJ.TION: The amount of a particular camp's intel fund should 
be based on the scope of the operations and not be a pre-arranged sum., ' 

r. ~: Interrogation of P1t!' s (net B-33, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: The most frequently asked questions of local VC PW'S 
and especially Hoi Chanh' s is the location of their base camps and 1'.0' s. It 
has been found ho,"ever, that two frequently used methods (map study and aerial 
observation) are unsuccessful. Host Ill's and Hoi Chanh' s do not kn01< direction, 
cannot read a map, and when they are taken aloft for a VR, it is uSlli,lly their 
first flight and they cannot associate an aerial view with what the,r saw on 
the ground. However, most' of these people won't admit they can't read a map, 
tell direction or do a terrain analYSis from the air and readily reply in the 
affirmative when questions are asked. ~~en detainees are re-interrogated by 
higher or lateral organizations using the above mentioned conventional methods, 
the information received in the second interrogation may not concur ,~th 
information received in the first interrogatioI). ", 

'~~~~~~nTho: oothod lIiost ~ucccsl3M usea o.lIl!lP stucly bY' too 
in,\;er:rogc.tor b 1nf'o:rmation received fiocn the deta:1nee. The detainee 
is first askad in wm"j; 'the sun 'Was 'When be last left the base CSlIIP: 
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From this-information a general direction can be determined. The subject is then 
asked how long it took Min to ~lalk to the point l'lhere he Chieu Hoi'd or was 
captured. Judging from the terrain and heslth of the subject a general radius 
can be determined in which the base camp will be found. The subject is then 
asked to enumerate significant terrain features he saw on each day of his 
journey, such as rivers, open areas, rubber lots, hills, rice ~~ddies, swamps 
etc. As the subject speaks and his memory is jogged, the interrogator finds 
these terrain features on a current map and grr_dually plots the subject IS 

route and finally the base camp can be located. 

s. ITEI{: Using Intelligence on Way Station Locations (Det B-33, 5th SFGJ.) 

DISCUSSION: The VC (local force) are known to use way stations at 
night and less frec)uently during the daylight hours. 

OBSERVATION: It is thus best to leave a way station undisturbed when 
it is located by friendly ground troops. The station should then be plotted on 
a map and when intel relates a unit in this area, the way station should 
receive artille~J at night. This method proved highly successful during one Lee 
Ninh operation in which a way station received a pre-planned Sky Spot );hich 
caught several VC in the ~lay station. 

t. ITEM: Ideal Interrogation Team (Det 8-33. 5th SFGh) 

DISCUSSION: Interrogations have proved highly fruitful when the 
interrogator, ~Iho can't speak Vietnamese, is assisted by a recorder4totetaker)and a 
Vietnamese interpreter who has been briefed before hand. I~ the interrogator 
is not familiar with the area etc. he should be briefed, prior to the interro­
gation, by personnel familiar with the area, who should then join the interrog­
ation team. The recorder allo~JS the interrogator a more free flowing interrog­
ation and the lmolVledgeable interpreter. l'lho has been briefed before hand, can 
elaborate on points the subject has mentioned y,ithout the interrogator 
interrupting the continuity established during a given sequence. The 
interpreter can also question certain inaccuracies, keeping pressure on the 
subject. This means the interpreter and interrogator have to be well trained 
to work as a team and the interpreter has to be familiar with the interrogation 
procedures. His pre-interrogation briefings should include information on 
the health of the subject, the circumstances resulting in his detention and 
general specific information desired. Possible pitfalls foreseen in this 
particular interrogation should also be discussed and countermeasures preplanned. 

OBSERVATION: A successful interrogation is contingent upon continuity 
and a well trained interpreter. Continuity is enhanced by"having a recorder take 
notes and free the interrogator from the time consuming and interruptive 
administrative tasks. The interpreter becomes a valuable assistant only when 
well briefed and trained. 
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DISCUSSION: Certain types of distribution of a timelynatUr~. such 
as INTSm·ffi, were taking too long to reach the A-Camps using the Safe Hands 
distribution method because helicopters were not available more than t,iLce a 
week and hLOFT/FAC aircrafts were too busy to bnd at each camp and'make 
~istribution. A system of delivery was initiated that brought dailY.~timely 
distribution to the camps without requiring the aircraft to land. Distribution 
was secured to an empty hand flare cannister which had florescent streamers 
attached. The delivery aircraft alerted the Cilmp and the USSF waited on the 
airstrip to retrieve the cannister as the pilot flew over the strip at 50 
feet, elevation and dropped it. Cannisters I'lere returned to 52 with the mail 
for re-use. 

OBSERVATION: To expedite time~ Safe Hands type distribution an air 
delivery system should be initiated using FIeC aircraft and nare cannisters. 

v. ITEM: Exploitation of P.1oTtS and VC Suspects (::et B-35, 5th SFGf.) 

DISCUSSION: On Operation vIHIRUm·:D V, a helimobile search and destroy 
operation, a VC suspect was found hiding in a hole adjacent to a rice paddy in 
VC territory. Upon questioning at Det 1.-352 he would reveal only that he was 
not allowed to become a VC because he was an {.RVN Narine deserter. Upon further 
questioning at Det B-35 revealed that he kne\~ VC locations and caches. This 
resulted in operation \'iHIPU.SH I ~Ihich resulted in 9 VC KIt., 7 VC CIl. and numerous 
miscellaneous articles captured. On heliborne operation Tra 8/8 (hHIRL1,Um III) 
in the Xom Coc Ring area near the Cambodian border two women were found hiding in 
a waterhole breathing through plastic tubes. y,hen they were sent fo:n~ard a 
message \~as relayed through the helicopter company describing the circumstances 
of their capture. This information was not passed on to Det B-35 S-2 and they 
were released. Had this inforffi3.tion been relayed on time these women could howe 
been retained and Questioned for possible disclosure of weapons and equipment 
caches undisclosed by other prisoners; Since this time a more effective spot 
reporting has been introduced to prevent the pre-releusing of suspected VC buse 
area and cache stay-behinds. 

OBSERVtTION: The use of PIr ' 8 and VC suspects in directing frier:.~ 
elooent.s to cache sites and base areas !us proven valwble and very effective~ 
Information obtained from PUiS should be exploited to the maximum and should 
be acted upon as soon as possible 

w'. IT]!}!: Reaction to intelligence (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: 1m average of 12 operations per month act:ing on ccrrent 
intelligence and contact's resulted in nothing substantial. }lany patrols took 
all day to get to an area that had been shot up with claimed kills by fire teams 
operating in the area. However, when a recon of the area wus conducted, even 
within 24 hours, nothing was at the scene upon arrival of the recon element. 
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OBSERV;\TION: Current Intelligence information can be best exploited 
if the tro·op assets evaluating the information are helilifted to the area of 
interest. The use of the helimobile concept in reaction to current intelligence 
will serve t\~O functions,Le. iPstant read out on the intelligence information 
·in question and provide the commander \-lith fresh troops with which to evaluate 
the area of interest. The second point cannot be over emphasized especially in 
innundated areas such as lower III Corps and IV Corps in the RVN 

X:. rrEN: Combat Intelligenoe (Det B-35. 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOH: In this day and age of sophisticated collection 
devices the basic principleD of intelligence collection are often forgotten. 

OBSERVI.TIQI-!: The gathering and recording of combat intelligence 
·must be re-emphasized in CoriUS training centers. In-country, personnel must be 
debriefed after each combat patrol and action, regardless if contact is made 
or not·, since no intelligence is intelligence This is not a new theory -
merely the application of an old principle. 

y. 1!lli: Intelligence Collection (Det B-35, 5th SFG;\) 

.DISCUSSION: Often intelligence Fersor~el fail to utilize all of the 
tools available to them here in South Vietn~. Intelligence collection efforts 
frequently take on the form of a "fad". Instead of using allaources and 
resources available the collection efforts become ch;:mnelized., or restricted to 
the use of agents, photo studies, radar and so forth. . 

OBSERV!".TION: All tools must be utilized if a well-rounded, 
functional and timely intelligence picture is to be developed. 

z. ITE~!: Photo Intelligence (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIa:: Though the convenience of a half-frame autome.tic 35mm 
C3mera cannot be discounted, this detachment ~~s found that much better 
results are possible using a Single-lens reflex 35mm camera. 

OBSERVATION: With the advent of new automatic metering devices, 
',hich are availahle on most single-lens reflex cameras, anyone who can use a 
camera similar to a PEN-EE can nm, use the more sophisticated single-lens reflex 
model. This gives the photographer the advcntage of a greater selection of 
len~es and the use of newer high-speed films (500 ASt. speed film is now 
available and ·is "1 ell suited for black and white photos under minimum light 
conditions, while the PEN-EE is restricted to using film which has an AS!. rating 
of 200, at the maximum). 
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ua. ~: Exchange of Intelligence (Det B-.35, 5th SFG!,) 

DISCUSSION: One of the real keys to successful intelligence efforts 
is the mutual exchange of intelligence inform-o.tion bctl<een higher and lower 
headquarters as well "ith adjacent and interested agencies. All too often 
intelligence information is jealously guarded by the gaining agency in hopes 
that it ;Jill be able to respond, using it 1 S o,m resources. 

OBSERVi,TION: \'ihile it is understood that each unit's, intelligence 
section ,has the mission of collecting intelligence so that the parent unit can 
act on this information it can never be overstressed that the real'object is to 
use this information to destroy the e~emy. Combat successes in Vietnam are 
determined not so much on the "who" as they are on the "when" factor. This "when" 
factor can only be favorable once there is a real and meaningful (no lip service) 
exchange of information. 

bb. .:!1!lli: Interrogation of VC Suspects (Det B-.35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOr!: ".'henever a suspect is apprehended while on an operation 
a hasty interrogation should be conducted in an attempt to gain immediate infor~ 
mation that could be of tactical. value •. 

OBSERVATION: Each maneuver element should have one member, assigned, 
or attached, who has at least an 5-1 level (limited fluency) language capability. 
Ideally, each separate maneuver element would have either an interpreter or an 
indigenous soldier attached. 

cc. ITEH: Military Intelligence Training (Det B-.35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSI<l:: Nost newly graduated military intelligence students 
arrive in Vietnam with the misconception that the sophisticated European type 
intelligence guidelines, which are still taught in COl-US, are applicable in ' 
Vietnam. Unfortunately, tho use of clandestine transmitter by an action agent 
living in a small hamlet is not the case here. 

OBSERVf,TION: Military intelligence training in COWS training centers 
must be geared for the low-level insurgency problems which are inherent in a 
situation such as exists here in the Republic of South Vietnam today • 

. 4. @!fit P rfH! KJ (111 I b 
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (U) 

5. . (U) LOE~stics 

a. ITElI: Single Line Item Requisition. (S-4, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOK:' Processing time for multi-line requisitions was not 
expeditious in many instances. The requisition had to be passed between stock 
-record clerks nnd warehous s several times prior to completion of the issue of 
all items on tho' request.. This prolonged the proce"sing of the items requested. 

OBSERV/,TION: It was determined that a better and faster requisi­
tion/issue system should be established within the 5th Special Forces Group. To 
solve this problem a conversion to a single line item requisition system wa3 
effected. Under the provisions of this system only one line item is listed on 
the single line item requisition allowing faster and more accurate processing 
by the stock record clerks and the warehousemen. Better control is also est­
ablished by using a Single documert for each requisition. Tracing action is 
also easier with the single line requisition. 

b. ~: Truck 2~ Ton M35A2 

DISCUSSION: 2~ ton multifuel trucks, model M35A2 were st.,).rt­
ing spontaneouslyWhen.lhe ignition switch was turned on. Injuries were exper­
ienced when spontaneous starting occurred with the transmission engaged. 

OBSERVATIOr: Hnd the fU81 safety lock been in place the spon­
taneous starting could not have occurred. Improper starter switches were 
discovered in some M35A2 vehicles. These incidents could have been prohibited 
if the safety lock had been in place. To prevent future occurrences, all veh-
icles now must be parked with the trarsmission disengaged. A decal with these 
safety instructions is being prepo.red r.nd is to be placed on the door of Ek"l.ch 
multifuel vehicle •. 

c. ITEM: Concrete Construction (Staff Engineer, 5th SR1\) 

DISCHSSIW: Concrete aggregates are difficult to obtain. Reliance 
on concrete hardening of CIDG camp bur~ers creates a demand for sand and gr~vel 
which is not available at most camp sites. This fact has necessitated air 
shipment of these heavY nnd bulky items. AircNft are not designed for this 
type of cargo h'l.ndling. Thus concrete cor:struction is slow and inordina.tely 
expensive. 

OBSERVATION: The 6(J.!lle degree of protection can be obtained with 
local materials (earth) in a shorter time using pref.eb componentiz;ed bunkers 
made of timber or salvaged conex containers. 

d. 1m.!: Continual Ihintena.nce of Living Compound (Det B-33, 5th SFGA) 
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Operational Report - Lessons Lc~rned (U) 

, DISCl1SSION: A. progrrun to continually maintain the compound 
'I'd 'its facilities needed to be implemented. It 1',as found that verbal requests 
',ere not always V!1.1id and were ~iJy fargotmn. "Self-Help" fonns were distributed 
~o all section heads with the necessary information to accomplish the deficient 
\ tem. The completed fonns are placed in a box located in the S4 office. 
:~ch morning these forms are reviewed by the S4 and given a priority before 
',:eing distributed to the lA.borers 

OBSERVA TION I. To insure an effective maintenance progr= a 
"ystem utilizing written requests is imperative. 

£3. !IE!!: Aerial Resupp~ by Helicopter (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Units in contact quite often require resupply of 
ammo and/or rations. The effectiveness of aerial resupply methods used often 
determined whether or not contact can be maintained. 

OBSFRVJ..TIOlJ: Aerial resupply has been accomplished quite 
successfu~ in the following manner: The unit on the ground places a panel 
c,t the desired point of drop which should be at least 50 meters from any 
l~iend1y troops and behind some type of vegetation if available. The aircraft 
:9 loaded with all supplies stacked in the doors. EXtra ammo boxes are placed 
_:n the center of the cargo compartment. Two men sit on the floor with the 
bi\cks braced on the a.mmo boxes. The chopper pilot will fly at maximum sp!'led 
across the panel. At about 30-40 meters distance from the panel, the pilot or 
co-pilot will give the command to push the load out the doors. The two men 
liith their backs brA.ced against the ammo boxes will push vigorously against the 
zupply boxes with their legs ca1.1.:!io~ them to be jettisoned in the location of 
the panel. Height of the drop should be 5-10 feet to preclude boxes from 
L~unding up into the tail rotor. 

f. ITEH: Expedient Air Delivery (net B-32, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOtT: During the rainy season lik"lny operations encountered 
unfordable 'large streams and s1~amps that are not sh01"ll on the map. This 
-mexpected obstacle can cause considerable del"-y without proper equipment. 

OBSERV!.TION: A drop rig haS be~n devised \;hich consists of 
a 100' rope contained in a sand bag ~Iith a brightly colored drag chute attached. 
This rig can be dropped by OlE aircraft and is easily located even in den~e 
jungle 

g. ITEM: Loss of Su;'ply Items (net B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: It has been noted that many items were missing from 
the ready line at the Company Foreard Supply Point. 

OBSERVATIO~.1: A new system has been inaugurated by marking each 
bnx with the ~oucher number on the outside and not listing the nomenclature or 
b3 stock number, thus helping to prevent pilferage, 
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(Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIO::: Normal supply methods may not always be expedient 
enough to meet emergency needs of a unit in the field. 

OBSERVATIO~: Det~chment A's should have an emergency supply of 
ammunition, ratio"liS"; cOiiiffiUnications equipment ?nd medical supplies pre packed 
and located where it can be taken out of storage immediately and airlifted 
to a unit in the field should an emergency resup~ly be necessary. 

6. (c) Other 

a. ITEr'.: Narcotics and Sensitive Drug Accountability (·5;roup Surgeon) 

DISCUSSION: This organization accounts for narcotics and sensitive 
drugs in a manner based very closely on USARV Regulations. Due to the organiz­
ation of the unit,its deployment, ard the grade of personnel involved, the 
system is extremely unuieldy. 

OBSERVATIOV: This unit could account for narcotics and sensitive 
drugs in a more efficient and Simpler manner; however, this system would not 
follow USARV Regulations. (See paragraph 8d, Section I: Significant organiz­
ation or Unit Activities) 

b. ITEl1: Epidemics in Indigenous Personnel (Group Surgeon) 
Near CIOO Camps 

DISCUSSION: Outbreaks of diseases such as cholera and plague 
have occurred among the indigenous population of the Republic of Vietnam for 
some time. It cannot be expected, in the case of Special Forces Detachments, 
that a handful of American advisors can suddenly pursuade indigenous personnel 
to accept US standards of sanitation and hygiene. Tradition precludes this. 

OBSERVATION: Only over a period of years, with repetitive 
instruotion, construction of facilities and the use of the prinCiple of 
e~ple, will adequate sanitation be accepted by the various populations 
from and in the rural areas of Vietnam. In spite of Special Forces' efforts, 
epidemics among indigenous personnel will continue to occur, although in 
decreasing frequency, for some time to come. 

c. ITEM: Medical Treatment of CIDG Personnel (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Infections are a recurring problem; the slight.est 
scratch, laceration or wound will, in most cases become infected. 

, ,.'," 
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OBSERVATI011: After initial treatLient has been administered to 
Civilian Irregular Defense Group persornel by Special Forces medics,it has 
been noted that the CIDG patients do not take care of themselves nor seek 
additional medical help. The addition of antibiotic therapy to the initial 
treatment of Significant wounds has sho,m a marked reduction in secondary 
infections. 

d. ITEM: Respiratory Diseases (Co B,5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: On operations of long duration colde and coughs 
frequently among the CIDG troops 

OBSERV!·.TION: CIDG troops should .be issued jungle sweaters. This 
would cut down on respiratory type infections and contribute to better troop 
health and morale. 

e. ~: Malaria (Co B, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Halaria has been a problem among CIDG troops 
during approximately the third week of a continuous operation. 

OBSERVATION: It is believed that after a period of time in the 
field their resistance decreases and due to fatigue and stress become more 
susceptable to illnesses. 

f. ITEM: Loss of Communicatiol's During 
Mortar Attacks 

(Det B-35, 5th SFG .. ) 

DISCUSSIOf: Communications are nost difficult to maintain during 
mortar attacks. 

Ol3SERVATI<1N: (1 . .) By having the antennas attached to heaVY poles and 
extended to a height of 60 feet there .. las less chance of a hit resulting in a 
collapsed antenn.-" and loss of conuno. 

(2) By having the lead-in wire high and coming into 
the commo bunker from a 20 foot pole directly adjacent to the bunker, it w=,s 
relatively secure from ground level mortar explosion. 

(3~ The first COIT~odity that is always lost in an 
attack is the electrical system, leaving the commo to work with batteries, We 
found that: 

(a) By using two l2-volt batteries we are 
able to use FM continuously for a period of twelve hours. 

(b) By the use of the batteries the mainte:.­
ance and repair of the A~NRC-46 can be cut dOhTI considerably. 
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g. ITEJ.!: Use of AN/FRC-25 Under I'iet Conditions (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOE: From past experience we have found during ; 
operations in a caruil.. 'or rice p:>"'.q.y .aroa that if the handset to the AN/f'RC-25 
radio becomes. wet it will usually short out thus eliminating vital communications 
with the base station, supporting artillery, and aircraft. 

OBSERVATION: This can be overcome very simply by using the plastic 
wrapping from a PRC-25 battery to cover the handset. Secure th0 i~ap:oing w:i.th two 
rubber bands. AIW?ys carry an extra battery. Simply secure it to the radio with 
the straps of the carrying device. Along with this an extra antenna should be 
carried in the carrying case attached to each carrying device. There are times 
when water will seep into the base of the antenna and the metal wrapping on 
the antenna base is separated causing the antenna to become inoperable. An 
extra antenna would immediately remedy this situation. 

h. ITEM: Communications Frequency Interference (Det 8-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Frequently communications are often disrupted by 
frequency interference on the FH net by friendly units operating on our 
frequency and by static interference from electrical storms. 

OBSERV,,-TION: All forms of interference can be combated by 
using an AN/VRC-46 radio with a RC-292 antenna placed 60 feet above the grouu,d 
level of interference. This procedure also gives you a range capability equal 
to any frequency on the radio. 

i. ITEH: Transmitter Patch Panel (Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION:A transmitter room with too many antenna cables 
results in operators becoming confused and connecting the wrong antenna to the 
transmitters, c.'lusing damage to transmitters :md loss of operating time. 

OBSERVATION: Install a patch panel in the transmitter room and 
terminate all antenna cables behind the panel with the front Side of the panel 
having only male connectors. Write the frequency above each corresponding 
connector, thus allo'ling the operator to select the proper antenna for the 
freouency desired with no difficulty. In nddition, erect a separate receive 
antenna and connect it to the patch panel. Interconnect this antenna to four 
separate receive posts on front of panel and a better incoming sigmlis obtailllld, 
plu8a capability of three additional receive positions. 

j. ITEM: Distribution of Power (Co A, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Overloading of old pm,er switches on the generators 
serving the compound and 'Connn Center caused a fire ho1.zard and unreliable power 
for the o.oll1l!hCentor. 
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OBSERW.TIOll: A separate svdtch and independent Wll'l.ng were 
installed to provide power to the Comn Center', thus providing reliable 
separate power to the Corom Center 1'.nd relieving the load on the other switch 
nnd .. -iring. 

k. ITEM: Apparent shortages of Civic Action 
Supj".1ielJ-

(S-5, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSION: Investigations conducted by the S5 (RDSh) section 
revealed that a majority of CA supplies reported as shortages were either not 
shipped to the detachments due to shortage of aircraft, or due to the low 
priority assigned to movement of Cf, supplies. In come cases, the supplies were 
delivered and simply placed in warehouses, not distributed. Some of the supplies 
were being diverted and sold by LLDB personnel, or stolen from the air strips 
by local villagers. 

OBSERVATION: This problem has been alleviated to a large degree 
by having USSF personnel meet all incoming shipments, and const?ntly super­
vising distribution and use of supplies. An irnproved system of shipment directly 
to the "1." detaChments was initiated by S5 Logistical Support Center in &1.igon. 
He would hold the CA supplies until he had a plane load for a specific detach­
ment, then ship them by [,ir America directly to the detachment site. This 
system has greatly reduced pilferage and loss during shipment, and has shortened 
normal delivery time considerably. 

1. ~ A Shortage of School Trained CA/PSYOPS (S5, 5th SFGA) 
Personnel Exists at All Levels 

DISCUSSION: CA/rSYOlS slots are being filled by "additional duty" 
personnel who do not have sufficient time to fulfill the obligations of their 
primary duties. Some detachments do not have even additional duty personnel 
assigned to CA/P3YOFS slots. 

OBSERVfTION: A concentrated effort is being =de by the S5 to 
identify all vacant CAjl'SYOl'S slots. The Sl is screening all incoming personnel 
and if possible, assigning school training personnel to fill vacar.t slots. 

m. ITEH: Shipment of Civil Mfc.irs Commodities (Det B-35, 5th SFGA) 

DISCUSSIOl': On several occasions shipments of civil affairs 
commodities intended for Detachment l.!s and',lhich' originated fr<Jt1 B Detachment 
or comp:my level, did not arrive or were missent to the wrong det".chment. 
Pilferage has also been noted. In most cases the originatir:g Detachment 
was not informed of the problem in time to trace its cause. 
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OBSERVATION: These problums have been solved by notifying the 
receiving detachment of the shipmentls contents, quantity and arrival time at 
their location. f. confirmation report is required from the recE<iving detach­
ment to include the q~cntity and condition of the corrunoditios received. 
~lhen possible, criticnl supplins are' nOl'r accempe.nied by one member of this 
det~chment to insure arrival e~d nre personally turned over to a member of the 
receiving detachment. 

n. ITEl1: Disseminaticn of Fropagcnda }!odia (Det B-35, 5th SFG[,) 

DISCUSSION: An ibportant area under Psychological Oper:>.tions is 
the dissemination of propaganda media utilizing to the maximum extent all 
methods available. Since Psychological Opera.tions aircraft are not al\"lays 
available when requested. many times leaflets were not delivered on the target 
at the time planned. 

,OPSERVI.TION: Detachment B ships the leaflets on regular resupply 
missions to the detachment A's who deliver them while on ground comb~t oper~tions, 
thereb~b~thaleaflets to the target as plP-rilled and providing US an 
additional delivery capability. 

o. ITEM: Psychological Operations (55, 5th SFG:.) 

DISCUSSION: f.ttendance at village rallies is greatly increased 
\"Ihen American movies are shown and this overwhelming acceptance of American 
movies assists in attrncting the local population in order to present other 
PSYOPS material. 

OBSERVl~ TION: American movies should be used whimever 
possiblo to draw an audience for pr esentation ':>f P.5 YQPS material. 

p. IT]!}!: Subsistence Costs Reduction (Det B-35, 5th SFGt.) 

DISCUSSION: A civilian food contractor supplies subsistence for 
two of our subordinate Deta!l:'hm'"nt Als. A study of the funds expended on sub­
sistence for these camps revealed that the contr~ctor was extremely overpaid. 

OBSERVATION: This problem was salved by notifying the contractor 
on a weekly basis of the exact number of CIDG personnel in the tl10 camps and 
the amount he could spend by regul<1tion. The system has proved successful 
in that subsistence costs hFlve been reduced approximately by one-third. 
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SECTION 2, PART II - RECOHHENDATIONS 

1. (U) Persormel Assignment Instructions Upon DEROS. 

a. This command continues to experience late receipt of assignment 
- instructions for officers. The delay could possibly be caused by method of 

transmission of ass~~nt instructions by higher headquarters. 

b. Recommend that Hq, USARV transmit all officer as signment 
instructions by electrical means as soon as possible upon receipt from DA. 

2. (u) ~ Ton Hultifuel Trucks. 

a. ~ ton nrultifuel trucks. model M35A.2 were starting spontaneously 
when the ignition switch was turned on. Injuries were experienced when spon­
taneous starting occurred with the transmission engaged. Had too fuel safety 
lock been in place the spontaneous starting could not have occurred. Jinproper 
starter switches were also found in some M35A2 vehicles. These injuries 
could have been provontod if the safety lock had been in place. To prevent 
future occurrences. all vehicles now are parked liith the transmission dis­
engaged. A decal lIith these safety instr-tlctions is to be placed on the o.oor 
of each mult:Lf'uel engine. 

b. Recommend that instructions be published concerning the problem 
of sponteneous starting of the nrultifuel engine. Action should be taken to 
insure that all vehicles have proper starter switches and safety locks. A 

. decal explaining these hazards should be placad on -each vehicle where the 
driver can see it each time he entered the vehicle. 

3. (u) Tra Bong SarolIllill. 

a. One of tho most successful civic action programs undertaken to 
date by Sth SFGA was the establishment of a cooperative sawmill at Tm. Bong. 
This samnill provided an income and useful vocational training for the 
Montagnard villages in the area and provided an inexpensive. reliable source 
of lumber to the I CTZ. The sawmill bas boon closed down due to a variety of 
reasons. 

b. Recommend that action be taken to exempt the Tra Bong sawmill from 
the restrictions published in MACV' Directive 715-2. "Procurement": Restricted 
Purchase of Commodities in RVN (003 Mi\CJ4-29) dated 8 October 1966. A complete 
report on the operation of the sawmill and justification for recommended ex­
emption is attached as inclosure #9. 

4. (c) Shortage of School Trained CA/PSYOPS Personnel. 
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a. A shortage of school trained m/PSYops personnel exists at 
all levels. These positions are currently boing filled by "additional duty" 
personnel who do not have sufficient time to fulfUl the obligations of their 
primary duties. Some detachments do not even have additional duty personnel 
availeble for assignrrent to CA/PSYOPS slots. 

b. Recommend that a detailed study of procurement and assignment 
procedures now baing wed by 5th SFGA, MACV, ond USARV be conducted to dete:i:m:ine 
if this critiC<l:l shOl:"~age of trainc-:i personnel. can be avoided in the f1.1ture. 

10 Inel: 
See Table of Contents 
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AVHGC-DST (15 Nov 67) 1st. Ind (11) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report. - Lessons Learned (U) 

llEADQUAR'lERS, UN:ITlID STATES Am« VIETNAM, .1.1'0 San Francisco 96375 

TO: Comander in Chiet, United Statee A~, Pacific, ATTN: GPl)P..:n1', 

APO 96558 

DepartlDilnt ot the Arrq. Ottice of the Assistant Chief of Start rOl' 

Force De-.elopuent, Washington, D. C. 20310 

'1. This headquarters bas reviewed the Operational. Report-l:.essons 

Learned tor the quarter~ period tmding 31 October 1967 from Headquar­

ters, 5th Special. Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces (A4XA). 

2. Pertinent co_nts folloln 

a. Reference item concerning personnel assi~nt instructions 

upon DEROS. page 60, paragraph 1: Nonconcur. Electrical. transmission 

of reas8i~nt instructions has resulted in a high errOl' rate and has 

required,retransudttal. of basic instructions fOl' clarification. This 

headquarters forwards sequsntlal.ly numbered officer reassignment 1etters 

by courier to each _jor subordinate co=d. The 5th Special. forces 

Group liaison officer monitors the st.atus of officer reassignnem in­

st.ructions·and in !!lOst instances handcarries those l.etters perta.:tm.ng 

to 5th Special. Forces Group personnel. 

b. Reference item ooncerning 2i ton multi-fUel truck, page 60, 

paragraph 2: Concur. This is the first report received by this head­

quarters ot such an accident with this vehicle. Similar accidents with 

the 5 ton multi,..fUel truck have been investigated aM it 'Was found the 

cause was due to ~horized modification to the starter switch. The 

report of tb 5th Special. Forcee Group will be i.'lVestigated and instruc­

tions', if appropriate, will be disseminated to all concerned. 

c. Reference ite:1l concerl'.ing TEA BOJIIG sawmill, page 60, 1"'...ra­

graph 3: Concur. Reco1lDll6nd that units requesting l:imber, specif'icall,v 

request that. the appropriate procurement oftice purchase the lumber from 

the TRA. BONG sa'>l1llill. as an exception to ]I'.ACV Directive 715-2. Proeure­

nent officers may ~hen ~quest that MACV grant an ,exception in accoTdance 

with paragraph 5 of that directive. 
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d. Reference item concerning shortage of trained CA/PSYOPS person­
nel, page 60, paragraph 4: Nonconcur. A detailed stud;y' of procurement and 
assignment proceduree is not required. A review of 5th Special ?orc::es Granp 
personnel requisition8 reflected that special qualification identifiers and 
"Z" coding bad not been u8ed. Comnanding Officer, 5th Special Force8 Group 
has been furnished guidance on the U8e of special qualification identifiers 
and the procedures for az .. coding personnel requisitions to indicate any ad­
diticmaJ. training requirements. This mil result in the procurement; of per';' 
sonnel with the required qualifications through normal replacement channels. 
Requisitionll will be =nitored by this headquarters to insure sufficient. 
personnel are requested •. 

3. Correct Ule number is WA4XATO. 

4. A coPY' of this indorsement will be i'ttrnished to the repartlng unit 
through channels. 

10 Incl 
nc 

FOR TIlE COMMANDER: 

Copy Furnished: 

HQ, 5th SFG (Abu), 1st SF 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

( ( 
. , 

- , o 1" n D F DI T I ASL. 

. STATISTICAL DATA 

I II III IV TOTAL 
(C) Operations: CTZ CTZ ···CTZ CTZ 

a. Squad 5554 12844 . 4904 6620 29952 

b. Platoon 1683 9707 1290 3156 15836 

c. Company or Larger 170 2700 935 1213 5018 

(C) Contacts: 

a. Contacts resulting from Friendly 74 335 148 223 780 

Offensive Action: 

b. VC attacks on installations and 145 167 160 131 603 

convoys: 

c. Incidents (booby traps, 
assassinations, etc.): 

mines, 
29 38 52 133 252 

(C) Confirmed VC Losses: 

a. KIA 198 492 762 172 1624 

b. WIA 63 35 40 54 192 

c. CPTR 49 152 54 36 291 

d. Quarterly comparison of confirmed VC .1osses country-wide: 
. KIA . CPTR 

. 1st Quarter 67 ·1632 SOl 
361 ·2d Quarter 67 1931 

3d Quarter 67 1624 291 

(C) USASF Losses: 

a. KIA 0 6 8 2 

b~ WIll 7 31 39 15 

c. MIA 0 1 0 0 

d. Quarterly comparison of USASF casualties country-wide: 

IITA WIA -
1st Quarter 67 19 80 
2d Quarter 67 24 25 
3d Quarter 67 16 92 

(C) VNSF Losses: 

a. KIA 0 

b. \m 0 

c. HIA 0 

MIA. . TOTl,L -
3 102 
2 51 
1 109 

1 1 0 

8 7 1 

0 0 0 

DOtlNGRADE AT 3 YR Th'TERVAIS 
DECLASSIFJE) AFTER 12 mATS 

16 

·92 
1 

2 

16 

J 

Incl 2 to 5th SFGlI. om, 1 Aug _ 31 Oct 67 DOD Dm 5200~10 
~.!'£.? .. r __ -~,&~!.I.t~'.4i.'~~ 
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COn;;' IJC§!LI ,ru 

ST;,TISTICi.L DATA (CaNT 'D) 
I II III IV 'fOTiJ, 

CTZ CTZ CTZ CTZ 
, 
c. (C) CIDG Losses: 

a. KIA 24 84 101 51 260 
b. WIA 80 312 411 209 1012 
c. MIA 1 3 20 4 28 

d. Quarterly comparison of CIDG casualties country-wide: 

KIA WIi. IUt. TOT!.L 

1st Quarter 67 322 920 80 1322 
2d Quarter 67 436 1419 131 1986 
3d Quarter 67 260 1012 28 1300 

7. RF/PF Losses: 

a. KIA 5 4 26 21 56 

b. 'WIA 10 14 61 82 167 

c. "MIA l 0 0 0 1. 

d. Quarterly comparison of RF/PF casualties country:-wide: 
KIA HIA MI1I. TOTLL 

1st Quarter 67 94 l64 29 287 
2d Quarter 67 101 l78 26 305 
3d Quarter 67 56 l67 l 224 

8. Weapons: 

a. Friendly weapons lost: 14 4l 75 62 192 

b. Enemy VTeapons lost: 53 289 201 79 622 

2-2 
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DATE 

5 Aug 

7 Aug 

20 Aug· 

25 Aug 

29 Aug 

8 Sep 

8 Sep 

19 Sep 

7 Oct 

17 Oct 

19 Oct 

19 Oct 

25 Oct 

25 Oct 

(> 
VISITOR BllIEFING 

NAr-IE 

MG Carl C. Turner 

MG Willard Pearson 

Robert B. Docking 

BG Kim .Yong Hyu : 

BG William H. Van Harlingen 

LTG James V. Edmundson 

BG )eyoo Hyun Cha 

BG Andrew P. Rollins 

COL D.S. Thompson 

Harold Silverstein 

HG Don O. Darrow 

COL Chung ~g Joo 

MG Thomas H. Scott 

HG Leonard C. Shea 

POSITION 

Provost Harshal. . General of the Army 

HACV J3 

Governor of Kansas 

DC, ROKFV 

CG, 1st Signal Brigade 

Vice Commander-in-Chief Pacific Air Force 

CG, Republic of Korea Special Forces 

CG, 18th Engineer Brigade 

MG, Director of Infantry, Australian 
Army . 

GS-16, Assistant to the Chief, 
Communications and Electronics office DA 

USAF, J5, MACV 

CO, ROK Special Forces 

CG, 1st Logistical. Command 

DCSO:?S, DA 

Incl 3 to 5th SFGA ORLL 1 Aug 67 to 31 Oct 67 
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5TH SPECL\L FORCES GROUP (AJlU30RNE), 1ST S mCL\L FORCES 
APO 96240 

AVGB-C 3 November 1967 

SUBJECT: Quarterly Combat Development Report 

TO: SEE DlSTRIBUTION 

Incl.osed :ia a SUll1llary' of the highligJIts of the 5th SFGA Combat Developments 

l'rogram for the period 1 August - 31 October 1967. 

FCR THE COHMANDER: 

1 Inel: 
List of CD Projects 

DISTRIBUTICN : 
IIAn 

D. E.' BROOK 
Hajor, Infant.ry 
Adjutant 
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Incl 4 to 5th SFGt\ ORLL,'1 Aug to 31 Oct 67 
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COMBAT DEVEIOP!1ENTS 

COHB.1I.T DEVEIDPMENTS PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER EVALUATION 

1. (C) Seven mine firing switches, MFS-Xl were received by the 5th SFGA. 
on 24 October for test and. evaluation. This switch, developed due to a request 
put in by 5th SFGA to the Limited vTarfare Laboratories, provides a lightweight, 
battery powered (four BA-30 I s) device that will detonate the MleAl Claymore, or 
s:i.mila.r anti-personnel mines .. or any explosive devices that employ the 11-6 or 
similar electric blasting cap. The swit,ch consists of a waterproof case with 
connectors to accomodate the firing leads to 10 explosive ~evices. ~lhich may 
be fired individually, in selected combinationa, or all in salvo. The switche,: 
have been sent to all the arz1s for evaluation vThich will end in December. Th5.s 
item promises to provide an excellent means for camp defense and' anibush operations. 

2. (e) Three thousand rounds of Number 4 Special Buckshot, XM-2>7 for ' 
12 guage shotgun were received in August 1967 for evaluation and sent out -t,o all 
cOlllpanies. This round Was developed when a requirement was generated for a. 
special shotgun round capable of engaging area targets. A fiechette type l:'ound 
was developed and extensively tested, howeV'er it waS fouhd that a NUIIlber 4 buck­
shot round proved to be superior to the flechctte round. This round looks l:ika 
any standard CODDlE roial l2 guage shotgun shell, however inw~ it difi'ers by 
containing hardened buckshot instead of soft commercial lead shot; by havij:1g 
voids be~leen shot i'illed ,dth granulated plastic; and by having the shot column 
inclosed by a polyethylene sleeve. Shot is hardened and cushioned to obtalll 
pattern uniformity and decreased dispersion over standard shotgun shells. Shot 
liner reduces barrel wear and maintains shot package config=a.tion during bore 
travel. When the XM.-2>7 is fired in the hand cocked, 20 inch barrel, riot type 
shotgun, all of the shot pellets will be in a 40 inch circle at 40 meters. The 
evaluation is due to be completed in December 1967. 

3<> (u) Porlable HF Antenna AN-3 for PRc-64. 5th SFGA received five AN-3 
antennas ~Thich is a lightweight, compact, highly efficient loop antenna. The 
external tuning and matching network' provided will cover the frequency range 
from 2.0 m.l}z to 8.5 rnhz thus making it compatible with the AN/PRC-64 radio, and 
the corresponding range of other HF radios. A lightweight mast and guides are 
provided for use when trees are not available for installation. This antenna 
during CONUS tests in mountainous terrain has proven to work at ranges in oxcess 
of 200 miles with the AN/PRC-64 radio. The antennas will be distributed for 
testing in early NOV9Iilber 1967. 

4. (C) Airboat Communications System. The interim system developed by the 
5th SFGA SigIml }!ainteIJa.noe Facility using the AN/PRC-25 radio and additional 
modules mounted in a waterproof ammunition box has proven to work relatively 
satisfactory. An ENSURE request that had been submitted to USAlliL is being , 
worked on, with -miO sets of the systems becOllling availabJa after 15 JamalY 1968. 
This system will use the VRC-12 radio tr2nsmitters and will feature eve helmets 
with the built in headset and microphone for the operators. 
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5. (C) Mini-Grenad.e System. US.i\.WI. has developed a s erie s of Inillia:tUll~lY~ 

chemical. grenades. These are small lightweight items designed to supplerc.ent ':'=l:'~ 

standard chemical. munitions and to enable the soldier to carry a greater variety 

of munitions without having to increase the 'Height he must ca:rry. These grenades 

are built into a small al1ll1linum container similar to t!2C can 35mm fllm 10 packaged 

in; measuring 1.211 by 1.8 11 • The XM-l66 wlu-te smoke is being received on a . 

monthl¥ allocation am is being distribut;ed to selected units for evaluation. 

The XM-167 green smoke, XM-168 red smoke, Xa-169 yellow smoke have not been 

re'ceived yet, but; will be available in the future for evaluation. Other items 

of this system under developnent are a white phosphorous and a the:rnd.te­

incendiary grenade. 

6. (C) Gunship II Project (Super Spooky). The 5th SFGA. is assisting the 

US Air Force in an eV!lluat.ion program of the Super Spooky aircraft.· i'his a.:ircraft 

is a modified C-130 Hhich bas. four 2Omr;t gatling gun cannons, four 7.62mm mini-gun 

systems, an improved searchlight for both infra-red and visible ground illumination 

and electronic target acquisition equipment, which gives the aircraft an all 

weather capability. The Super Spooky not onJ¥ carries mere ammunition but; also 

has the ability to remain over the target for several hours longer than the present 

c--47 type Spooky. The 5th SFGA. portion of the evaluation consists of emplacing 

ground radar beacon equipnent in five IIAIf calnps in II CTZ. This equipment will 

give the aircraft an accurate position location on' the ground. thereby penni.tting 

accurate fire support in arry weather, day or night. To date this equipment has 

not been subjected to test under actual conditions. The evaluation period. for 

SUper Spooky w.1.ll last until mid-December 1967 When the aircraft will return to 

CONtE. 

:ITEm ON WlIICH THE EVALUATION HAS RECENTLY TERNmATED 

1. (0) ManlBck Personnel Detector (HID). The MPD is a device intended to 

alert the operai;or to the presence of concealed humans by detecting certain human 

chemical. effluv:i.a. The resuJ.ts of the tests conducted on the ground determined 

that in the manpacle d role the MPD wouJ.d be of very limited use due to weight. 

battery life, and changing wind direction. However the devices have giver. good 

resuJ.ts ~rhen modified and installed on helicopters. Due to lack of assigned 

aircraft the 5th SFGA has not been able to effectively employ this method. 

Therefore all the detectors. but two,which will be used by B-52, have been turned 

in at the request of mARV for issue to conventional units. 

2. (C) Linear Power Amplifier for AN/l'Rc-74 radio. The power a:rnpJ-ifier 

is designed to increase the wattage output of the AN/PRC-74 radio from 30 to 100 

watts thereby providing a much greater range. The tests conducted detenni..'1ed 

that the ampli:f:i.er when it works, is effective :in :increasing the range ofille 

radio. However eight. of the 13 sets blew out, bUt'l:It up, or otherwise failed 

during the evaluation program. This, plus the fact that the amplifier .reighs 

40 pounde and is a full load for one man uhile the AN/l'RC-74 is another, linrl.ts 

its use , and is presentl¥ considered unsuitable for Special Forces opera~ions. 
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3. (u) 3Qnm Chaff Rocket and Rocket LatlIlcher. This 3Chnm rocket is 
fired from a modified XN-148 grenade launcher, which mounts on an M-16 rifle, 
to an altitude of 7,500 feet carrying a chaff' payload which upon disseminaticn 
in the air provides a cloud of X-band radar reHecting chaff. This system used 
in conj1mction with the US Air Force skyspot radar is supposed to give a grid 
coordinate readout of chaff cloud and of the rocket launcher on the ground. The 
5th SFGtl. tested this system at Duc Co and Dak Peke Good results were obtained 
at Duc Co. The radar was masked by the mountains aro1md Dak Pek ani no read:ng 
was obtained even though the rocket reached' 7,500 feet altitude. 5th SFGtl. 
recommendations were, that while the system, as a position locator, was tech·. 
nically feasible, several problems had to be overcome before this system could 
be put into generaJ. use. The two major problems being that there are many 
areas not covered by the skyspot radar or are masked; and that there is no 
cCl1llll1lnications set up which will allc:w direct oommo between the elements on the 
ground and the skyspot radar personnel which is mandatory for the system to 
work. 

TIEl-B DUE IN FOR TEST AND EVAIllI\TION BY 5TH SFG (ABN) 

1. (C) Position Marker,FM-3, The ar-3 is a modification of the PM.-l 
preViously tested by the 5th SFGtl., which has bad the smoke payload greatly in­
creased. This marker system is an expen<hble smoke signal for use in areas 
havillg a dense jungle canopy. l'lhen the signal is fired the signal assembly 
penetrates the canopy and travels to an altitude of 300 feet. A parachute 
stabilizes its f'all back into the canopy ~1here tliO grapnels ejected during 
flight snag, suspend:ing the signal so the smoke is visible to aircraft. This . 
item was due for testing in September 1967 hOl'1ever it has nat yet been received. 

2. (C) Patrol Seismic Intrusion Detector. The detector is a sensor system 
small and light enough (eaCh detector weighs 8 ounces and is the size of a paper' 
back book) to be carried by a patrol. Each system contains four detectors and 
one monitor. The datector is sensitive enough to detect footsteps at ,30 meters 
ani capable of giv:ing alert to monitor unit over a distance of one mile. Thero 
is no indication as to when this item will be available. 

. .3. (C) 4cmm Rapid Fire Grenade La=cher Systems. The 5th SFGA. was' 
orig:l.n~ scheduled to receive three systems of the rapid fire grenade launchdr: 

a. Ffand cranked, low 't'"·;;locity. 

b. Automatic, low velocity. 

c. Automatic, high Velocity. 

These systems all fire the standard high explosive 4Qnm grenade as used ldth the 
}I-79 grenade la1mcher. However the hand cranked low velocity system was found 
to be faulty Md has been eliminated. This has bald up final development and 
acceptance of the other two systems, but the 5th SFGA is still scheduled to re­
ceive them for evaJ.uation when they become ava:i.lable. 
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4. (0) Anti-<listurbance Firmg Switch. This self contaimd fir:!ng 
S1-7itch, "bout the she of a pack of cigaret.tes has a built in pCHIer supp1;T and 
trembler device. It will detonate an electric cap hooked up to its tenninals 
when, 80 seconds after the activation switch is turned on, the dav.!..ce is dis­
turbed by moving or turning in arry manner. Once the switch is turned on the 
battexy is good for 90 days. The Sth SFGll. is attempting to procure these 
firmg devices through ClSO from the Navy laboratories where they were developed 
for the SE.US. 

S. (C) This same organization has alBo developed a lightweight (most1;T· 
aluminum) 4o.mm pump, four rou:::d shotgun which fires the standard 4Qmu high ex­
plOSive grenada. No further details are available at this· time. The Group is 
trying to procure several of these weapons for evaluation. 

OTHER lTEl£ OF TIlTEREST 

1. (U) BattGry Powered Fluorescent Lamp (Safari Light). This nine pound 
!emp has an 11 inch miniature fluorescent tube powered by a 110 volt external 
AO source or by two 69 701t batteries. Batte::y life is between 40 and 80 hours 
depending on high or low intensity use. The lemp is ideal for ellBrgency lighting 
of TOC's, medical and commo bunkers, l:elipad roark:ing, etc. The lamp has been 
ordered and is due in an or· before 30 November 1967. Reconunended basis for 
issue is: A Detachment - 4·, B Detachment - 4, 0 Detachment - 3. 

2. (0) Battlefield lllumination System. This system had been test;ed and 
ordered by the Sth SmA., Hmre-:er the unit cost on this one time use nrunition 
was found to be so great as to be prohibitive and tha order was cancel1.ed. 

.3. (0) Trace Hetal Detection Kit. This detection kit, which uses an 
ultra-violet light and a chemical solt..-tion to determine if a suspect has been 
in ccnrt.act with a ,reapon by means of characteristic reSidue on sk:in and clothin~, 
is no longer an exper:imental item. A quantity of these kits have been procured 
and are being issmd for use by the Group S-2. 

4. (u) Alarm Set, Anti-mtrusion Restricted Area AN/GSS-9. This set is a 
lightweight, battery-powered device, abo1:.t the size of a c:igarette package. Prin­
cipal components are an alarm set (bu::;zer and light) and a .3,000 meter length of 
fine wire. ''lire can be extended to any convenwnt length from its spool; ,Then 
the wire is broken, the alann set is triggerad. The set,no longer an experimental 
item, has been obtained and is bemg isst".ad U<J the Group s-4. The recol1lll1ended 
basis of issue is: A Detachment - 8, B rGtachment - S, 0 Detachment - 5. Special 
B Detachment - 20, }lobile Strike FO:"'(:9 COmprulY - S. 
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