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DEPARTHENT OF THE AR11Y 
~ HE1lllQ1IART"'....RS 

5TH SPECUL FORCES GROUP (AD'JlORNE) 1ST SPECHtL FORCES 
APO SAil FRANCISCO 96240 

AVGB 1 September 1967 

SUBJECT: 5th Special Forces Group Personnel Requirements, Personnel 
Status and ASSigned Missions. 

'rO: See Distribution 

1. The purpose of this letter is to transmit to interested headquarters 
and agencies an accurate report on the relationship of the strength require­
ments of the 5th Special Forces Group to its assigned missions. The status 
of personnel assets aSSigned to the Group as of 18 August 1967 is also provided. 

2. The attached report has been presented by detailed oral briefing to: 

a, Chief {)f Staff, US Arrrry. 

b~ Deputy ca1USI1ACV, J-l and J-3 Ml\'CV. 

c. Deputy Commanding General, G;"l and G-3 US Arrrry Vietnam.· 

d. Chie;!.' MACSm and several members of the sm staff.· 

.• 3.... The" requil1ement. for the study. Has generated on "receipt bf notification 
from DCG, USARV that the 5th Special Forces Group would be required to reduce 
its strength to that authorized bw 31 December 1967. Action is currently being 
taken by USARV to expedite the fOI'tlarding of the 5th SFG MTCl&E and MTD..'l. origin .... 
ally submitted on 11 January 1967. 
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ANALYSIS OF 5TH SPECIAL li'ORGES (J\BN) PIRSONNEL STI1ENGTHS, (tr~ 

, 1. eU,) ~ose; _~his stuc.y C?dctre33Eltl tbD cUrrent und pro':;8cted ;:Jorsonml 

strength of theth Special forces Group (Abn) and its relationship to currently 

1!ssij';n8d.mi§sions ~and to the. campaign p'J.o1. for CY,,1968. 

2. (S) Assumptions: 

_ a,. - TheCIDG program and programs related to }1I\,CSOO are considered to 

be the' pr;Li1cipal mission of Special Forces Units in South Vietnam. 

-b. 
assets such 
activities. 

cmromlAcv considers US/Indigenous' Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol 

as Project Delta and the Ni\CV Recondo School to be highly desirable 

c. Ninor organization~l adjustments to current programs will occur as 

the situation changes in RVN, Those changes will n~~ hOliever. markedly affect 

authorized streneth ceilings discussed in this study. 

3. (S) Discussion: 

a.. An analysis of assigned missions and other' requirements placed on 

the 5th SFGA reveals the following programs have been aml are all' now manned 

principB:Lly >iith the SpeCial Forces Operational personnel (medics,' 9lB; com­

municators, 05B, operation-intelligence specialists, ill; heavy' weapons in­

fantry men, llc; light ,]eapons infantry men, llB1 and engineers~ 12B): 

(1) Civilian Irregular Defense Program (eIDG). 

(2) Project Daniel Boone/Flaming ArrOli (Qnega and Si!ima). 

(3) Project Delta, 

(4) l1ACV Recondo School. 

(5) other requirements, such'as furnishing personnel for assign­

ment to province reconnaissance units,(P1V). 

b. In addition to the missions shown i:il paragraph 3a the 5th SFGA is 

responsible for requisitioning porsonnel for SOG. 

c. To place 5th SFGA personnel requirements in proper perspective 

detailed analysis of the follOliing is neccssarf: 

,I' 

GROUP '4-,DOWNGRt.DED AT YEAR 
INTERVALS I DECI,,\SSIFY l>FTER l2 
YEARS DOD DIR 5200.10 

~ffiCIAL m>llDLlllG REQUIRED 

~()T RELEI.s:'UJ3LE TO FOREIGN N,\TIONALS 

::'," 

BY AUTHORITY OF C<l!!1.'UmING OFFICER 
5Td SPECLlL FORCES GROUP (AIRBORNE) 
1ST SPECIAL FORCES ~ SClptem.bcr 1967 
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:,HALYSIS OF !>Tt{ S:SCIAL F,)RC:;S (JU3N )?:RS'j,nr?L ST!'.r;\WTHS (U) 

(l) Directed strength level (present mission requirements). 

(2) Authorized to requisition strength., 

(3) Present strength. 

(4) Required future strength level (I1TCE) 1;hich includes future 

mission requirements for calendar year 1968. 

Note: A series of charts are attached as inclosures and should be referred to 

as indicated in the following discussion. 

d. Directed strength level, 3109,spaces (C01Ulllll I, Incl 1) is derived 

from those missions/tasks assigned by CCHUSHfl.CV and the approved campaign plan, 

calendar year 1967. 

(1) The spaces for the 5th SFGfI., 2048, includes the spaces re­

quired for the deployed Special Forces Operational Detachments C, B and A 

(See Incl 2, USASF Operational Detacl~ents, 'totals colUlllll, 1967),'Eeadquarters 

and Headquarters Company and Signal Company. 

(2) Hilitary Intelligonce augmentation (110 spaces). The stan- ' 

dard Special Forces TO&E (Headquarters and Operational Companies) was designed 

and staffed for the conduct of uncoventional ,Tar fare missions, therefore only , 

a limited number of MI spaces arc provided. The If.[ augmentation provides those 

additional speCialists required for augmentation of the intelligence effort at 

t3e Headquarters (Special Forces Operational Base) and Operational Detachments 

B and C. 

each). The 
staffed for 
operations, 
services to 

(3) Signal augmentation (16 spaces - four teams of four spaces 

standard Special Forces TO&E (Signal Company) was desigr.ed and 

the conduct of mr operations. For internal dcvelopment/defense 

the Signal Company requires specialists to provide the following 

each of the four Operational C Detachments: 

(a) Communications facility construction. 

(b) lmtenna orientation. 

(c) Telephone and intercommunications systems. 

(d) Electronic maintenance facilities. 

(e) Signal Supply System. 

·&ii.fi'iT. 
5-3 

, . 



( 

(f) Crypto security nnd c:dr;!i.'1istrative management procedures. 

(4) Detachment B-52 (Project Delta). This is a joint US f.rnry 

Spec~ Forces (USASF) and Vietnamese Speciai Fon~es (VNSF) detachment established 

in- early 1964 ,rith the mission of conducting Long Range ReconnaissD.llco Patrols 

(See Incl 3; oI'cruiization chart)'. .• Then deployed, Project Delta is placed under 

the OPCON of III liAF(US.~ Dnd I GTZ (VNSF)' and conducts oj-xU:ations 'as directed by 

the Vietnamese Joint General Staff. CClWS11.\CV directed the strength be increased 

from 69 to 93 spaces, none of uhich arc roquisiticnabla (Ca-ruS11A.CV Hsg 54196 (s) 

JJrG 220923Z Dec 66),1. _ 

(5) MACV Recondo School. COMUSI-L'.cv directed the school be estab-' ", 

lished in September 1996. Its.mission is to instruct selected personnel of US 

D.lld FllllF units in the'tecrmiques of Long Range Reconnaissance patrolling (See 

Incl 4, organization chart)"" The school is staffed with a total of 46 spaces, 

none of which are requisitionable (CCNUSH1I.CV Heg 46356, DTG 200820Z Oct 66). 

(6) $00- The 5th .SFGA has t.he misSiOn of re4uisitioning personnel 

for H.\CSOO. Recently-UACSOG 1,as assigned additional missions and was required 

to expand current operations'uhich requires a total of 598 spMes. Of this 

total, 234 spaces are officially authorized. JCS Heg 8695 (TS) DTG 18l235z fl.pr ,>~ 

66 provides for 127 spaceS and ~ Msg 770891 provides for 107 spaces~ The Com­

manding Officer 5th SFG!I. has been advised by J.!fcCSOO that the JCS has, by mes-

s"E3s not available to tho 5th SFGA, authorized the additional 264 spaces and 

that US1I.RV has 'placed requisitions uith Df. for personnel to fill these spaces. 

(7) Project Daniel Boonc/Flaming ArrOl-1 (DB/FA). This is a uni­

lateral operation and is assigned the mission of conducting Long Range R~con­

naissance Patrols. 

(a) Initally DB/FA was authorized, by JCS Msg 5374 (TS) DTG 

2600l2Z Har 66, a total of 156 spaces, organized as shown in inclosure S (the 

figures in parenthesis on inclosllre are for flaming Arrm; operations and the 

others are for Daniel Boone operations). COHUSl-l\CV directed the 5th SFG". 

(CONUSH\CV }1sg 54196 (s) DTG 220923Z Dec 66) to provide 42 additional spaces 

out ef 5th SFG1\. assets in order to increase the Headquarters element of Detach­

ments B-50 (a'lEChl.) and B-56 (SIGlU) by 5 spaces each and the total number of 

recon teams from 8 to 16 for each project, an increase of 16 spaces each as 

shovm in inclosure 6 (the figures in parentheses are for Flar:dng Arrot-T opera­

tions and the others are for Dm1iel Boone operations). Thc increase was only 

for Project Flaming Arr01-T operations am tho 42 spaces vTill remain with the 5th . 

SFG!, 'Ihen Project Daniel Boone is implemented. 

(b) For Flaming J'.rrow operations Detachments B-50 (mEGA) 

and B-56 (SIGHA) operate under the OPCal of IFF'l and IIFFV respectively. 

Detachment C-5 remains inactive and Detachment B-57 (assigned too mission of 
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covert intelligence collection) operates under the command and control of tiL 
5th SFG.Il.. 

(c) Upon implementation of Project Daniel Boone all DB/F.Il. 
assets (156 spaces, See Incl 5) will be placed under OPCON of HACSOO . .'ui.d W>Li. 
not be available to provide a Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol Force to IFFV 
or IIFFV'. 

(d) Recently 12 Recon Tearas (8 from Detachment B';50 Ci:1EG,,­
and 4 from Detachment B-56 SIGIlA), a. total of 24 spaces, were provided to 
11llCSOO for partial implementation of Project Daniel ~oone. Tho strengths of 
Detachments B-50 and B-56 have been reduced accordingly. 

" (e) A comparison of the total directed strength of 3109, 
inclosure 1, column I and 5th SFCJl present strength, 2697 personnel, inclo­
sUre 1, column II reveals. a shortage of only 412 pers9nnel. Of this total 
SOO has recently submitted requisitions for 264 personnel. Sufficient time has' 
not elasped for Th\ to fill the requisitions. Therefore, tho actual shortage is 
148 personnel. 

(1) USARV has recognized mission requirements of the 5th 
SFGA and has validated requiSitions based on current mission requirements. The 
result is a current fa;.v0rable strength Javel. However, even though the totals 
reflect a favorable comparison there does exist a shortage of personnel with 
those operational lIOS required for operational detachments. lI.t the present time, 
the average US.Il.SF .Il. Detachment deployed in the 64 CIDG camps has 88% of its , 
authorized strength, there are often personnel temporarily absent from the camp on 
R&R, in the hospital, or on business at the B and C Detachment. Although the 
USASF A Detachments can and do function l1ith reasonable efficiency When they are 
at 88% of their authorized strength, undersirable strains are often placed on 
operational specialists such as communicatora, medics, operations sergeants and 
detachment officers when strength shortages reduce the detachment to only one 
man in a particular" skill. 

(2) USARV has grented the Group authority to recruit at 
the 90th and 22nd Replacement Battalions Special Forces trained EI'f not on assign­
mant to the 5th SFC1\. In addition, the 5th SFC1\ has been granted authority to 
recruit non-special Forces trained EM who are HOS qualified and possess other' 
qualifications required for assignment to Special Forces. This authority has, 
in part, alleviated the problem. 

(f) The required strength level of 3322 spaces, inclosure l~ 
column III, is derived frem miSSions/tasks assigned in the proposed campaign 
plan, CY 1968, inclosure 2, total column for 1968, is a recapitulation of "the 
number of operational detachments required for p ~osed future ope~ations. The 

5 -5. 
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total reflacted for the 5th SFGA in inclosure l~. col= III, includes these 
operational deta.chments,. HHe, Signal Company,. 8 special A Detachments (Nike 
Forces/Hobile Guerrilla Force), and 42 spaces in the Flaming Arrow portion of 
Projact Daniel Boone/Flaming f>XrOl·r. The remaining totals are required for tho 
operation of the projects/activities listed, as directed by COHUSMilCV or JCS •.. 
The required strength level is,. in fact, the level requested in the 5th SFG,~ 
11TCE submitted II Jan 1967 •. The NI and Signal ;.ugmentation are not included 
since separate requests for these augmentations were pending at the t.i.lne the 
MTOE was subrnittecJj This augmentation is required and separate I-ITm IS will b\, 
submitted. 

(g) The nuthorizod to requisition strength leVel; 2418 
spaces, inclosure 1, column IV , is derived from General Order or JCs/n\ 
GIlthorization. See legend at bottom of inclosure 1., 

(1) A comparison of each unit, .. project or activity 
(with the exception of lIT and Signal Augmentations) reveals that current 5th 
SFChl authorized base is less than the directed strength (current mission re­
quirements h present strength, or required strength (proposed future require­
ments ) •. 

(2) t. reduction in strength to the currently authorized 
base would limit the 5th SFGA capability to perform all missions/tasks effectively. 

(h) The 5th SFGA is now required to apply its current assets 
(present strength, inclosure 1, column II) against all of the missions/tasks out­
lined in paragraph 2., This results in an understaffing of operational detach­
ments A (88% of authorized personnel presently aszigned) and tho other key pro­
jects/activities (Project D~lta, Detachment B.52; I·L\CV Recondo School; and 
Project DD.niel Boone/Fl::.ming Arrow) •. 

(1) Primary shortages are the Special Forces operational 
Ha:lIs discussed in paragraph J, page 1 of this study. After a detailed study of 
the entire situation; discussions with the commanders concerned (Project Delta, 
Project Daniel Boone/Flruning Arrow, W.CV Recondo Schoo~ and PRU) and members of 
the 5th SFGA staff, it has been determined that all of the personnel required 
need not necessarily be qualified in a Special Forces operational HC:S. 

(2) From plrsonnel resources available to h:im, it is the 
intention of the CO, 5th SFG"\ to send non-Special Forces Has personne~ to the 
Recondo School and to apply those men l1ho successfully complete the course a­
gainst certain shortages in both the A Detachment Camps and special operations 
projects •. 

(J). 11. study is. currently being conducted by the staff 
of the 5th Special Forces Group to identify positions ;lithin the Group itself and - --.. 

. .. 
_' .. ' I:· l !:', ,;-=- I,. 
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in the several projects unden-my uhich could be adquatoly filled by personnel 
.,hose }lOS's ?Xe other than Special Forces operational HOS's. Recondo School 
graduates, for example, should be able to perform efficiently in many of those 
positions 

(4) Ho,rcver, filling positions with non-Special Forces 
trained personnel does not reduce the total space requirements. It only al­
leViates the problem of a shortage of Special Forces operational HOS's. To 
staff the missions/tasks presently ass:igned requires a strength level greater 
than that actually' authorized at tl~ present time. A reduction of strength to 
the authorized base (2418) would not permit effective accomplishment of all 
missiorn /tasks assigned. Therefore it's imperlltive". that 'a priority _of, missions 
be established so that the· 9Pocial Forces operationIlJ:1'!OS •. personneL ass;j£nad to 
the 5th SF~\ can be applied against the miss~ons which absolutely require their 
specific skills~ 

(i) T.he following is considered to be 11 list in priority order 
of the missions currentlya.ssigned to the 5th SFGA. 

(1) CIDG Program. 

(2) Hfi.CSCXl (SCXl and Project Daniel Boone/Flaming 1I.rro,l); 

(3) Project Delta. 

(4) 11fl.CV Recondo School. 

(5) Othor requirements for Special Forcos trained per­
sonne], (i.e., Provincial Reconnaissance Units). 

b. 1I.ction be taken to obtain Department of Army approval of the 5th 
SFG.'\. lITCE at the earliest possible date" 

"kramPl 
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PIAN FOR THE ORGANJ..zATION AND OPERATION 01" CIDG CAHTEENS. 

ESTABLlSmll~JT eU) 

;I., There are presently six crunps in I Corps 'Iith civilian-operated 
cnnteens--Tien Phuoc, Gie. Vuc, ,He Thanh, KheJil Duc, Ba To, ,and Tra Bong. 

Z .. , During the month of September, canteens Ilill be established in the 
three camps-LaIgVei, Minh Long, and Thuong Duc-that presently do not have any • 

. 3.. Thre e of· the civilian-operated canteens ,rill be reorganized and in­
corpor.ated into '~he I Corps CIDG Canteen System., The three remaining c=p can­
teens will be reorganized in Ku Nao Duoc. 

4. In the meant:i.rne, the present civi1i.::m-operated canteens rray continue 
their operations, but must follow the rules established in the headquarters plan. 

5. Funds for initial purchase: The VN8F 8-4 ~Iill make the initial purchase 
to start a canteen. The terms will be thirty-days billing from d.ate of purchase, 
This will alloH the supplies to be shipped to the camps and a portion sold before 
the bill is, due.. If n0cessary, the USASF s-5 Hill make up the deficit 'and con­
tinue to do so until the canteen has an operations fund sufficient to sustain 
itself. 

ORGANIZATION eU) 

1. A cOlilmittee will be formed in each Q8JllP to govern the operations of the 
canteen~' It will consist of the CIDG company commanders, the reconnaissance 
platoon leaders, and one VNSF officer. Its mission 'Iill be to: 

a. Insure that the rules established in this plan ax:e followed and 
directives from the.headquarters committee carried out~ 

b. Hire and pay the CIDG canteen employees. 

c. lfrite the monthly requisition., 

d. Secure funds and delive. the money for orders to the headquarters 
committee. 

e. Submit a monthly financial report to the headquarters committee. 

2. Each caL1P uill employ two civilians to Hork in the canteen. Invalid 
CIDG veterans end widows of CIDG eolmers Idlled in action should be hired if' 
possible~ Each T,yill receive a salary of $3,OOOVlI a month to be paid out of the 
canteen' profits. 

3. The headquarters canteen corranittee Hill consist of the VNSF DetachJ1'.ent 
C-l 8-4 and 8-5 and the USASF Company C s-5.. Its mission will be to: 
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PLAN FOR THE ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF eWG c!'2'TEENS (CONTtD) 

Co. ~ SU:9crv:ise the operation of all tho CJJJG canteen3 in I Corps (, 

b. Establish canteens in eTIlG cc.mps Hhere there are none. 

c. PeriocLi.cally inspect the camp =teens to insure that the in­
structions 2.re being followed, 

d. Review orders submitted by the =p canteens. 

e. Purchase and ship canteen supplies to the camps. 

f. Establish prices and print approved price list. 

g. Approve items to be sold in CIDG C<"c,.,teens. 

h. Report to respective cOll1lll2.nders on operation of canteens. 

RULE& (U) 

1. All canteens must post the approved Corps price list. 

2. The canteens .,ill not sell on credit. 

3. The canteens will not sell any item not on the approved price list. 

4. The sale of any medicine is prohibited. 

5. The resa.le of any item purchased in the canteen is prohibited. 

6. Violations of the above rules will be reported to the headquarters 
canteen cOll1illittee. Fer a violation of the ru.les, a canteen may be closed for 
fifteen to thirty days. Repeated violations vrill result in closing it permanently. 

7. The eroG canteen is a collective organization. All eWG soldiers may 
benefit from it and all soldiers are responsible for its honest operation. 

OPERAT ION (U) 

1. The camp canteen conunittee 10rill order supplies each month and cleliver 
order and funds to the VN8F 8-4" 

2. The headquarters conunittee will revie .. T the order list and compare it 
with the camp streng,th repert. 

3. The VNSF 8-4 1lfill purchase the items 1).11<1 deliver them to the U8A8F 
Company e 85 warehouse. 

4. The USllSF s-5 will have the items pallGtized and arrange for their 
shipment to the camps. 
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PLAN FOR T.HE ORGAIUZATION AND OPERATIO!J OJ" eIUG CA~:TEENS (CONT 'D) 
, -

5.. To insurc delivery, one VNSF or USLlSF .rill accompany each shipment to 
the camp end obtain a receipt for the supplies delivered. 

6." Based on the purchase price of the items,; the headquarters committee 
will detenn:Lne the sule prices, print the approved price list, and distribute 
it to the camp canteen. 

7_.. The canteen profits will be used to P2-Y the civilian employees and ClB­

tablish an operations fund. Any additiorol profits will be used for projects 
beneficial to the CmG. 

'APPROVED ITms (U) 

The items that mny be s old in the centeens are: 

CIDARETTES (Ruby Queen and Bastos) not to exceed 25 packs per man per month. 

BEER (San Niguel Beer in ams) nat to exceed 10 cans per man per month. 

SODA POP (preferably in cans) not to exceed 10 cc"Ils per man per month. 

The follml'ing items are not rationed. 

MATCms 
CANDY 
WASHCwrH 
TCNJEL 
SOAP 
TOarHBRUSH 
CANDLES 
SANDAIS 
STATIONARY 

APPROVED. 
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BAllG KE KHAI GIA CAC HON WING CUA CAU MC BO 

. 140N HAND 
rrEH 

RUBY CIGA.!1ETl'ES - RUBY 

BASToo CIGARETl'ES - BASTOS 

BEER - BIERE 

ORANGE - CAI1 

SUGAR - DUONG 

CONDENSED MILK - SUA 

FISH SAUCE - }jA.N 

SOY SAUCE -XI DAU 

GREEN BEAN - DAU XANH 

COOKIES - BA.l'lli 

CANDIES - KEO 

SHalER SHOES - DEP NHIl.T 

PENCIL - BUT CHI 

RUM - RHU11 

COFFEl!: - CAFE 

LlST OF ITEMS SOW IN THE CLUB 

APPROVJiD P''{ PRICE LIST 
GIft TIEN SO LUONG 

COOT QUMITITY 

35,00 1 Goi (1 pack) 

18,00 1 goi fl· 

50,00 1 Cbai (1 bottle) 

30,00 1 Chai 

M,OO 1 kilo (1 kilo) 

45,00 1 lon (1 can) 

70,00 1 lit (llitrc) 

30,00 1 chd (1 bott.le) 

120,00 1 kilo (1 kilo) 

100,00 1 kilo (1 tilo) 

100,00 1 kilo (1 kilo) 

60,00 1 doi (1 l:n:ir) 

7,00 1 cay ( 1 each) 

98,00 llit (1 litre) 

200100 1 kilo (1 kilo) 

DilEA!~ ngay 16 thang 10 nam 1967 
DI'.NAFG, DATED 16 October 1967 

ngl.loi dtmg khai CONCESS IONAIRE 

IE - THI,NG - THUONG 
IE - TRtlliH- THUONG 
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CIVrc ACTI01HDCCESSFS 

1. oCT]) A-333, Chi Linh, 20 August 1967 

Shortly after the establishment of the CITG dependent housing area, the SpecIal 
Forces Detachment at Camp Chi 1inh purchased and distributed rice and sweet corn 
seed to the villagers. They were encouraged to plant small plots nc..'Ct to their 
dwellings. This modest initial effort proved to be so successful that the people 
began cultivating entire fields. Late this month the first crop will be reaely 
for harvest and the area surrounding CaIap Chi 1inh ~rill be well on its, way 
to becominr; a productive region once again. lTith the USASF camp providing local 
security and roodicru. and material assistance as needed, the program has been en­
,larged to include the civilians,who are re'turning nOl. to the area ~rhich the 
Viet Cong had once forced them to leave. vlith the continued efforts of the Special 
Forces Detachment to assist and advise these people, the re-establishment of 
villages and hamlets in this area can be foreseen. 

2.~U) B-34, Phuoc Binh District, 24 July 1967, 

During the past three months, vegetable seeds loIere distributed .to the heralets 
in Phuoc Binh District. The seeds have matured into plants and the plants are 
doing fine. The significance of the project is °that the people have shmm a 
great interest :in improving and supplementing their diet. The people have 
taken great pride in their gardens and they are :in fine shape. Within the next 
few months the vegetables will be ready for harvest and should be on their 
dinner tables., 

3~ (li) A-351, Hiep Hoa, 15 August 1967 

The Hiep Hoa market place was once a very muddy and quite unsanitary place due 
to the heavy rains turning the market place floor into a thick black mud. 
Through the cooperation of the United States Special Forces, the Office of 
Civil Operations, the District Chief of Duc Hue District and the Village 
Council of Hiep Hoa Village, a shelter with a concrete floor has been con­
structed in the market place. The shelter ~rill provide the people who use 
the market a place to sell their goods, a place where they can be out of the 
weather al'ld their goods will be off the mud on a floor that is clean and dry. 
This shelter is a very good beginning in the campaign to "clean Upll the market 
pJa ceo The second part of this story is about the road leading to the market 
place. The road is heavily used by buses, carts and taxis. The road had many 
large ruts and potholes in it that impaired travel on this road. On rainy 
days the b,~es are unable to travel on the road and the passengers, most of 
-whom were going to the market place, had to NaD, and carry their goods. The 
road was repaired by filling :in the ruts and potholes and then graded so that 
a crOlVl1 existed to let the water run off. The important aspect of these projects, 
other thruc their completion, is that they were accomplished with a minim1lIll of 
United States help. Local civilians aided the workers on both proj::: cts. The ' 
projects were completed with Vietnamese labor and equipment, and this is a 
big Btep fO:Mrard in this area toward convincing the District and Village leaders 
to rely more on the Government of ,Vietnam and less on United States aJn. 

Incl 8 to 5th SFGA ORLL, 1 A]lg - 31 Oct, 67 



( (' 

CIVIC llC'rION SUCCESSES (CONTID) 

4. (y) 11.-101, Gia Vuc, 13 September 1967 

In early June, 912 lire Montagnards were moved from Viet Cong controlled 
terri'~0:7 to the sccura area near the Special Forces camp at Gia Vuc. Due to 
the remotencss of the G:la Vuc camp-the District Chief in Ba To, which is 
isolated itself, seldom visits Gia Vuc on the border of the province. The 
lack of GVN officials, and activities in other iJarts of I Corps, little atten~~_on 
could be given to the refugees. Everything has bD.d to be done by Special 
Forces, the CIDG, and most important, the refugees themselves. There is a 
'll:J.:::g Son team in Gill Vuc which was inactive at the time of the refugees arrival. 
After beinz moUvated by proving that they could ~et support for projects if 
they would \-/orle and warning them that a report would be sent to province 
recO!l1n"ending their pay be discontinued. if they didn1t, the team is novr active. 
The man most responsible for coordinating SU~»))ort from government aGencies and 
Company C in Damlllg is liT Trlarren R. Orr, CA/PO officer of Det A-103. The 
first requb'ement ,ms to provide the immedIate necessities-food and c1othing"'­
for the nsvr1y arrivecl refugees. A total of 48,595 pounds of CJl. Bupplies were 
shipped from Danang in June. This was fol1CT-red by 13,503 pounds in July and 
31,675 pounds in Aug;ust. The refugees were alloued to return to their or:!.g:ind 
home sites accompanied by security forces to bring in the large quantities of 
rice that 'they had stored. To build tempore.ry storage bins in Gia Vue, 110 . 
rolls of rattan and 400 feet of three-foot Hide sereen were sent from Danang. 
Th<3 temporary bins consisted of a cylinder of rattan or screen three feet in 
diameter. Approximatcly 250 cylinders were IIk"'.cle ani stored in the vil1agc 
dispensary, villaee chief1s house, and school. Rather than live in the tin-
roof communal &,e~J.ings typical of refugee canps in Vietnam, the Montagnards 
preferred to build individual. houses on stilts, a design they are accustomed to. 
Bamboo and thatch ,Tere purchased by Special Forces from local viDa gars using 
salt and rice as a barter item. Rattan and resett1ers kits were shipped from 
Danang. The ref~ees began construction on 15 June and to date have completed 
163 homes. The Hr.c Hork in teams of ten to t1,enty men to crect a house in a 
single day. JhilEl th<3 men put up the framework, their >fives tie the bunrDcs 
of thatch for the roofing. The rapid rate of construction is slowed by t.he 
fact that on the day following the compl<3tion of each house, the workers do 
nothing but admire their accomplishment and celebrate. Nevertheless, in z.ddition 
to completing thcir homes, the rcfugees have also helped repair a bric:1.gc and 
refm:~:>ish n school. One of the major problems nel, is to obtain textbooks'12OO 
secure a GVN-rccognized teacher who will instruct the l10ntagnard children. 
The refugees are presently receiv:ing commodities support under the Catholic 
Relief Service program and will receive enough r:i.ce to satisfy thirty perccnt 
of their total l'ice needs under a new CA.RE rice z.ssistance program. Support from 
COFIDS in Quang Nc;ai Province has been infrequent ani irregular. Self...sufficiency 
is the ultimate aim and a demonstration fe.nn project is being pJanned vrith AGR/ 
CORDS and SCHli. (Highland Affairs)/CORDS. All this ,TaS not accomplished l-1ithout 
numerous threats to thc refugees, especially prior to the national e1ect.ions, 
that their new hol1lCs T-Tould be mortared or burned, None of thc threats have 
mterialized as yet, One unfortunate incident did occur at election time. 
After a FSYOPS campaign encouraging 'the people to vote, the detachment. reported 
that no ballot box was sent to Gia Vuc, therefore no voting could take place. 
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PRCGRESS AND ill OBLEI,',S OF T RA BONG SA'oTl'II11 

1.(U)Afte~ four months of operation, it is possible to make an evaluation 
of the progress of the Tm Bong saWlllill and some of the problems that nrust be 
solved to insure its continued operation. Hr. Jay H. Cravens, Chief of the 
Forestry Branch/CORDS/Saigon returned to Tm Bong on 17 August for a follow-up 
evaluation. 

2 • (.U) Mr. Cravens reported on 1 September that although the sawmill was 
operable and in good condition, it was shut dOlm due to a lack of money to 
pay the mill operators and 'loggers. A load of lumber delivered to the Quang 
Ngai Province Chief by armed convoy had never been paid for while marketing 
and transportation c1if'ficulties were holding up lumber sales. Urgently 
needed operating capital was unavailable. Tin roofing sheets and cement to 
complete construction of a shed for the mill, promised three IIIOnths ago by 
CORDS/Quang Ngai Province, were never delivered. Members of the cooperative 
had completed the framework of the shed. The loggers also needed a trailer 
to ease the task of bringing heavy logs down to the mill. 

3.(.U)Captain Jenkins, the Company C 55, discussed these problems with 
}rr. Cravens at Tra Bong and the following steps have been taken: 

a. Despite i'h'. Cravere 1 appeal to CORDS officials in Quang Ngai., 
by 1 September, the tin and cement had not arrived in Tra Bong. We have 
subsequently sent the materials from Danang. Additional tin will be sent to 
construct covered ~Jing racks. 

b. The lightl-reight log trailer which was designed by the forestry 
branch and built by -che Danang Technical Scho011.;as completed on 17 Aug;ust 
and picked up -che follOWing dey. Due to a lack of aircraft, it was not de­
livered to Tra Bong until 9 September. 

c. Subsequent to the conversation with rrr. Cravens, an a-der for 
$70,OOOVN 1'1Orth of lumber was placed by the s5. This lumber was backloaded 
on the Caribou which brought the cement, tin, and log trailer, and delivered 
to Minh Long for the construction of two schools. The order .ras paid for on 
16 September. 

d. The 55 will continue to place orders as needed for CA projects. 
Payments w:ill be made 'in piastres and gasoline ensuring the sawmill of an ad­
equate supply of fuel. 

4~(U)Based upon a regular production capacity of 1,200 board feet a day or 
approximately sixty cubic meters a month, the samnill needs about $600,OOOVN ,,,orth 
of sales monthly to mnintain production. Local requirements do not exceed 
$30,000VN 1iorth a month and we are buying about $70,OOOVN worth. AnotlIDr half 
million is needed. 

S.(,U)The s5 is malcing an effort to publicize the sawmill and attract cus­
tomers. The US rJarines have placed a terr~ative order for 150,000 board fee'!; 
for the construction of bunkers for their rubber fuel tanks. This would keep 
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the sa:wmill in production for several months. The order was disapproved, 
however, by the US!1C procurement office which quoted MACV' Directive 115-2 
prohibiting the l:lUrchase of lumber on the local market., The 11a.rim projact 
officer and the 35 have requested that an exception be made on the basis of 
the necessity of the bunkers, the Tra Bong price is lower than the prmrailing 
price, and spending piastres in Tia Bong Hhich is isolated and where the smr­
mill is the Sole source of employment will :iJnprove the eccnomy of the area 
while not great~ adding to inflation in Viet~7.. ' 

6.(U)The Company C 35 has assumed the role of unofficial agent for the' 
sawmill in Danang; He will continue his campaign to publicize the sawmill, 
secure orders and convert them to cubic meters in order to give cost est:i.m8.tes, 
and send confirmed orders to Tra Bong. 

7 :(.iJ) Transportation of the cut lumber will continue to be a problem. There 
are two methods open.' The first is armed convoy. to Quang Ngai. Two convoys 
have reached Tra Bong already and have carried back lumber. This method is 
preferable to air trfu"l5port and certain~ closer to a normal economy, hOJo/ever, 
the necessal:'lJ troops and coordination to secure the route may be considered too 
costly to effect frequent operations of this type. The second method is to 
backload all Caribous arriving at Tra Bong uith supplies. A banding I,k".chine 
has already been sent and a ramp with rollers should be designed to facilitate 
thelop.ding of the larger size cuts. The major objection of the pilots is not 
the cargo, 'but the amount of time lost in lO<'.Cli.!lg, ;lhich cuts dOl,m: the number 
of sorties. 

e'.cu) It is strongly recommended that action be taken to except the Tra Bong 
sawmill from the restrictions established in NWV Direction Number 715-2 
IIProcurementll, Hestricted Purchase of Commodities in RVN (RCS: MACJ4-29), 
8 October 1966. The exception 1~hich .10uld require the approval of the lfACV 
General Purchasing Agcmcy Council could be justified on the follOWing basis: 

a. The Tra Bong sa;nnill was established by CORDS/Region I as a 
project to develop the economy of the area. 

, 'b. The Tra Bong sawmill cooperative Has formed with the assistance 
of VlI'. Archie HogD.Il, the cooperative's advisor, CORDS/Region I. It consists 
of llO members 'lho share the profits and employs a total of 800 1-rorkers and 
loggers, half of whom are Nontagnards. 

c. The majority of the cooperative members and employees are refugees 
who cannot return to their land. The sawmill is their sole source of income. 

d. The price charged by the sawmill in Tra Bong is lower them the pre­
vailing pricGs in I Corps. 

e. The convenience and savings offered b<J purchasing lumber in Tra Boilg 
as opposed -Go shipping it from the Phill~pines or the United States are obvious. 
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PROORESS AlI'D PROBLr~B OF TM BONG SA,-JMILL (CONT ID ) 

f.- The :introduction of this sawmill is an experiment based upon 
the proposition that a lUlllber :industry could become a major contributor to 
the economy of Vietnam. 

g. Based upon the above considerations, it is felt that the ad­
vantages to the Free ,Torld Hilitary AI'IIl£:d Forces as well as local economic 
development outweigh the remote inflationary threat to the Vietnamese economy. 

9. fWArry comments or inquiries regard:ine ini'o=tion contained :in this 
report should be directed to: Connnand:ing Officer, Company C, 5th Special Forces 
Group (Airborne), ls-b Special Forces. APO US Forces 96337 J ATTN: s5. 
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AFTER ACTIGH IlE;;'ORT OF 16STH NVA REGIHSHT ATTACK ON TONG ill CHON 7 AUGUST 1967 (U) 

:L. (C ) Genilra]; 

a. Camp !fusion. 

(1) To aid, advise. support and assist the VNSF (LLDB). 

(2) To conduct border surveillance. 

(3) To organize, equip and train the CDlG forces. 

(4) To establish bases to interdict ve routes of communication. 

(5) To conduct special operations as directed by higher headquarters. 

(6) To conduct operations based on known intelligence. 

b. e~p Location: XT 622812. 

c. Major Infiltration Routes: See Incl 1.·· It appears that trails A; A1, 
and B vlere most heavily used. 

d. Significant Terrain Features: See· Incl 1. Natural vegetation and hours 
of darkness both provided excellent conceaunent. Foxholes along trail .11.1 did not have 
overhead cover, but bUnkers built close to the camp had good overhead cov~r. 

e. "\-leather: \-,eather "as clear, visibility good, and temperature· 780 F. 

f. Attitude of Local Populace: The camp is isolated, vr.i,th no civilian 
populace in the surrounding area. 

g. Other: None 

2. (e) Friendly Situation Prior to Attack 

a. Disposition of Patrols and Local Security: No patrols were out. at the 
time of attack. An operation had closed at 062030. and another • .-as scheduled to de­
part 070500. Loca]; security measures were the below listed ambushes and Lp1s: 

(1) Ambushes (Inc1 2): XT 614822, XT 636816 

(2) _Listening Posts (Incl 2): XT 617784. XT 6S7802. XT 623806. 

GROUP - 4 DGJNGRADED AT 
3 YEAR lNTERVALS DEeLASS-
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Aft'":.:' Action Report of 165th WITA Regiment Attack on Tong I.e Chon 7 August 190 C

( eU) 

b. EarJy ,Warning Dev:i.ce: Trip flm-es were placed in the 'r,zire barrier~; but 
did not give early warning as mortar rO\ID.ds. small arms fire opened the attack. 

c. Status of Camp Defensive Positions: See Incl 4. CITlG personnel l~', ,) on 
the outer perimeter. and raaintain constant QP!LP1s on the outer wall. These OP/':'_)IS 
arB checked by USSF,l):,LDB at least once evory tuo hours. 

d. Intelligence Reports of Impending' Attacks. Though the 165th Regime,." 
1ms located betl.een Tong Le Chon and Prek lCioc. and SPAR Reports verified the prcC3cnce 
of a large unit in their estimated location, there uas no indication that the 16;-; oh , 
intended to attack Tong Le Chon. The indications .. lOre that Hon Quan. Quan Loi, '-'lld 
Tan Hung (1/9) were to be attacked ag::lin (as on II July 1967). but this time by:Jre 
than one regiment. The 101st "laS thought to be in Vlar Zone C. The lUst ,laS reported 
to be moving Northwest from its prev:i.ous location vj.c XT 9587 (after II July 1967 
attacks on Tan Hung), but belived'to be 1miting in NOl'theast An Loc for another _ ~t.ack 
in An Loc District. Tong Le Chon Has' all'rays considered vulnerable to attack and '-' 
choice target, being astride one of the enemy1s major infiltration routes (Route joo). 
but due to the heavy troop build-up in An Lac. Loc Ninh and upper Chon Thanh Dic;tricts. 
the primary objective was believed to be in An Loc lnth a diversionary attack cn either 
Tong Le Chon or Chi Linh. The VC tended to confirm this theory uith excessive vaunt­
ing of their future attacks on Hon Quan and QUaIl Loi. Battalion size and occasional 
regimental size sightings in central.-east, and southeast An Loc District tende~ 'GO 
confirm this theory. It is possible that the heavy and effective H&I program by both 
J~RVN and US units in An Loc District, and uhich reportedly caused the enemy ma.'1Y "as­
ualties and hindared their massing, encouraged' their commanders to try for anotL,,_', ' 
less lucrative. taISct outside .'In Lac District. It is kno"m tho' enemy was looldnc 
for a significant v:i.ctory prior to the 3 September 1967 election. for propar;anda ex­
ploitation. A POI'T from the lUst Regiment stated that his unit attacked Tan HUl;t; II 
July 1967 uithout making adequate reconnaissance because a IIquickll v:i.ctory- ,'ms dc:.;ired. 
For a listing of enemy unit movements from 7 July ~ 7 Aug 67~ See Incl 1. 

e. Previous Combat Support Requests. 

(1) Airstrikes on suspected tareets: 5 strikes on targets in the Sc;uth­
ern portion of Tong Le Chon TAOR the l·mek prior to the attack on the camp ,Iere re­
quested and 4 uere flaVIn. Combat operations from Tong Le Chon during the same l-TOele 
received 3 immediate TAC airs trikes. 

(2) Artillery H&I fires: H&I missions are fired nightly by 105mrn Hmnt­
zers at Tong Le Chon and by 175mrn cannons at Quan Loi. The 175mm cannons fired ap­
prox:imately tvlenty concentrations in the Tong I.e Chon T,lOR the evening of 06 Aueust 
prior to the attack. It is not knm-m how many H&I concentrations were fired by the 
.i.RVN 105mrn Howitzer platoon at Tong I.e Chon, 

(3) Combat Sky Spot: 15 pre-planned missions Here requested and flOl'm 
in Tong Le Chon TAClR t':le .. reek prior to the attack. 

lU -2' 



.. " . 
11.. 

After Action Report of 165th INA Regiment Attack on Tong Le Chon 7 August 1967 (u) 

(4) Red Haze: No missions Here requested. 

(5) Aerial reconnaissance: FAC/ALOFT aircraft (Air Force and Anny) based 
at Hon Quan (Det B-33) fly dailyVR missions over Tong 1e Chon TAOR. No significant 
sightings were made prior to the attack. 

(6) B-52 strikes: One strike was requested in Tong Le Chon TAill too 
month prior to the attaclc, but it was not flO1m. 

f. Status of camp logistics: There i'lere no shortages of critical items 
(ammunition, weapons, r«tions, communications) at the time of the attack. 

g. Troop morale and discipline: Tong 1e' Chon has had a histor.r, since con­
struction began in l1arch 1967, of high Al-roL and desertion rates. Morale has aluays 
been poor, because of the campls isolation, the lack of recreational facilities, un­
comfortable living conditions, and camp'construction labor requirements. Discipline 
was almost non-existent. 

h. Absenteeism among civilian employees. Both interpreters and skilled con­
struction foremen .,ere obtained only by the offer of premium wages, and usually quit 
there jobs after a few days to a couple of weeks on-the-job. Reasons are the same as 
reflected for troop morale and discipline. 

i. Other significant situations: Tong La Chon had only 61 CIIlG (in two CRP) 
aSSigned to the camp. The other forces on site uere TDY from other camps/locations 
for 20-30 day periods. 

3. (C) Narrative description of attack. 

a. Discription of combat activities during attack of camp: on 070019 Aug, 
Canp Tong Le Chon began receiving 60mm and 82mm mortar rounds just outside of the 
Southern wire perimeter, vic XT 623805. Information of Tong 1e Chon's mortar attack 
was immediately passed to Co A, Bien Hoa, SA 5th Div at Lam Son and 3rd Bde, 1st US 
Inf Div at Quan Lai. At 070023, counter mortar a!ld counter artillery fires fran. Tong 
Le Chon' s 6Oram, 8lmm and 105mm Hm'li tzers and Quan Lai 1 s 175= cannons were initiated, 
At 070039 VC mortar fire increased, and small arms fire was received at the Southeast 
portion of the camp. At 070040 the following support had been dispatched in support 
of C"'llP Tong 1e Chon: 1 flare ship (5th Div), 1 FAC (5th Div) 1 flare ship (US 1st 
Div), 1 FAC (US 1st Div), 2 light fire teams (US 1st Dtv) , and TAC Air. 

b. At 070050 an estimated reinforced VC company began firing 60llill and 8~~ 
mortars, small arms{ 40mm anti-tank rockets, and 75mm recoiless rifles at t;1e city of 
Hon QUal (XT 753891), location of Det B-33, apparently as a diversion. The VC in~ 
creased the intensity of tha"mortcr'ond smUll crms to tho Southonst_of tho c~"p"peri­
motc;;r; j:ovj.ng und.9r th.', ,covur of J;hifi incraf\sed fire,_support, tho VC brCMhGd ,full 
wire on the Southeastern portion of Tong 10 Chonts perimeter by employ7~g wire cutting 
squads ;Iith very large (US) type ;lire cutters. Sapper squads follOlred ,lith bangruor-
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After Action Report of 165th NVA Regiment Attac!{ on Tong 1e Chon 7 August 1967 (u) 

torpedoes and satchel charges. These elements Here then fol101·red by infantry. The 
Sapper squads marked the breaches in the Hire by tying Hhite rags to both sides of the 
breach. At 070105 a light fire team from the 3rd Bde (Quan 10i) and an additional FAC 
(Quan 10i) arrived on station. The artillery shifted fires to the North while the 
light fire team began firing at VC troop concentrations on the Southeast portion of the 
c~"p perimeter. At 070111 a second light fire tea~ beg~, to work the Southeastern pe~­
imeter of the camp. At 070122 82mm mortar rounds began falling on the inner perimeter 
of the compound. The supply tent received a direct hit, starting a fire, whose smoke 
forced abendoJU"ent of the adjacent commo bunker. The mortar and small arms fire con­
tinued to increase as the VC penetrated the Southeast portion of the camp at 0157. 
By 070207 the Hlice Force (2 plats) counterattacked on converging axes and expelled 
the VC from the camp by close combat before the VC .could take advantage of the pene­
tration by committ::.r,g reserves located to the I"Test (suspected location) and Southwest 
of the camp. See Incl 2 and 4. Resel'Ve c~mittment was intended as indicated by 
trail markers leading from the .Reserve Assembly Area to the breaches in the wire and 
the outer perimeter wall of the camp. It is believed that the untimely explosion of 
the 4.2 in. mortar ammo storage area at the time of the counterattack greatly assisted 
the counterattack force to contain the penetration (50 percent of the 46 VC bodies 
found ,rithin the area of the penetration were dismembered)o 

c •. Even through small arms fire had diminished .by th::.:r. tixle, the •. ;;::(:;":;;r 1::::-­
tars continued to harass the camp defenders until 070222 l,hen small'arms fire beg~, 
again at the Southern portion of the camp. AT 070311, even with the increase of air­
strikes to the South and East of the camp, the VC assaulted the South and East walls 
of the camp. Heavy automatic weapons fire from camp defenders and several extremely 
cffective airstrlices stopped the VC assault by 070358. At 070411 the VC again attacked 
the Southeast ,rall. One (1) VC squad occupied a conex bunker on the outer perimeter 
until all but two liere killed at 070535. The t,TQ, badly wounded, were CIA, and later 
evacuated to Hon Quan. 

d. During the above period Hon (uan reccived a total of 44 rOlli,ds of 6amm 
and 82mm mortar. Final mortar attack on Hon Quan lias finished by 070455. Medevacs 
from 3rd Bde began at 070820. A l'II1PHAP medical assistance team consisting of one 
(1). doctor and three (3) Air Force medics, and one (1) USSF medic, arrived to assist 
in treating, collecting, sorting and evacuating the casualties, At 070948 VC small " 
arms fire 1-laS received from the Vest. The VC l,rere silenced by an airstrike and a " . 
light fire team. By 071010 the casualties had bee!]. evacuated to Bien Hoa. At 071550 
the US 1st Bn, 2nd Inf had closed at Tong 1e Chon and at 071401 the two (2) l1ike Force 
companies from Nha Trang closed at Tong 1e Chon. By 071445 the bro (2) Hlice Force 
companies from Bien Hoa closed into Hon Quan and began preparation for operations in 
the Tong Le Chon TAOR. 

e. Enemy Highlights, 

(1) Main Force: The enemy is believed to have attacked in regimental 
strength. The 165th NVA Regiment ~Ias believed to have had 1,850 men as of 14 July 
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1967. A POVI of dubious veracity, stuted thut one b?,ttalion attacked from the Horth­
;mst, one from the Southeast and one from the lvest (C'o/p, Tong Le Chon was_surrounded 
with the mOljor attack from the South). It is believed that another regiment (uniden­
tified) was in reserve to the \Vest u'ld Southwest of cmnp, but >las nevor cOl11lOlitted, in­
steud being used for evacuation of casualties suffered by the altteclcing 16Sth NVA Jleg­
imcnt. 

(2) Weapons: The l6Sth is armed llith the usual TOE INA Regiment small 
arms and CrGl1 served l1e<':~)ons, including the B-40 rocket launcher, f;, Hike Force oper­
ation to the, East-Northeast of Tong Le Chon on 08 l.ugust 1967 is believed to have 
heard three (3) l20mm mortars firing one round each at Tong Le Chon. They later 
found the mortar positions. There is no record ~'1 our DB of 120mm mortars being or­
ganic to CT7 or the 16Sth NVA Regiment. It is not known if these mortars "l8re fired 
during the 7 August 1967 attackA 

(3) Tactics: The only significant tactic noted nas that squad size 
sapper units and wire cutter temns .. Jere in the forefront of' the assault. The enemy 
Ollso appeared to be interested in CIDG prisoners. During one penetration, at least 7 
(and an estimated 20) were observed being led almy from the South wall. They interro­
gated the prisoner:3, and then killed them about 20 hours later (source ,ms oscaped 
CIDG ). 

(4) Locations of indirect fire Heapons: See Tricl 2 for only known loca­
tions of crew served weapons discovered 07-08 August 1967. 

(S) Withdrawal routes: Trails 'Al Olnd B are suspected withdrawal. routes 
(Incl 1,). FAC reported seeing ol squOld sized unit going North on trail Al on 08 fmp;ust. 
One (1) VC CIA stated his unit planned to withdrml ritothe, South (possibly trail: B.), 
and the CIDG who later excuped, stated he was led Southwest and then Northeast (possi­
bly using trail .~). 

f. Camp Response. 

(1) Discipline and morale of troops i:'1 heavy contact: An estimated 
twenty (20) CIDG from the Hin_1], Thanh company Here believed to bave surrendered Hhen 
the NVli. penetrated the outer 11all. The Loc Ninh C071pany held< its. poSitions ao.. best' it 
could. Hiko Force units had no discipline problems at all. ' , 

(2) Locations of key personnel (See Incl,4). 

{a} US.\SF: The Det CO '/2.S initially in the SF C()lI1!110 Bunker, mov­
ing to the LLDB Cemmo Bunkor and the l1edicul Bunker when the SF Commo Bunker could 
not remain occupied 'due to smoke. He ,ms often outside of these posttions supervising 
resupply of ammunition and directing airstrikes. The Dot xo lias wherwerms ,pros­
ence was needed, and ,/as particularly activo in directing artilleI""j' fire and ai1'­
strikes. He led the Hike Force counterattack along \'lith ol l-1i1:e Force advisor. Four 

,,' 
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(4) other SF wero primarily occupied ,lith firing the two (2) 81mm mortars in the inner 
perimeter. The lntel Sgt accompanied the CO, acting as radio operator and messenger. 
The medics were in the medical bunker, and the HeaV'J Upns· Spec smi to it that 81mm 
mortar and small arms ammunition resupply ,laS being c9nducted. The Opns Sgt super­
vised mortar and small arms ammunition r~supply in addition to firing the 50 cal r!}!G o 

(b) LLDB: The LLDll Team Sgt was everywhere, heroically active. He 
positioned himself at points of greatest threat, returned ,lith reports to the LLDB 
Camp Commander, carried ammunition to the ~uter perimeter. removed CIDG wounded from 
the outer porjlneter, etc. ·The remainder of the LLDB remained in the in.~er perimeter, 
and took relatively no positive action to contribute to the camp defense until ap­
proximately 070300. At this time, hlO (2) LLDB assisted the USSF L'1 firing the 81mm 
mortars. The RTO did send CW steadily, but apparently lms not received. The J,IDB 
Camp COllUilander remained with the Det CO a majority of the time. 

(c) CIDG: The Hinh Thanh Company Commander was killed in his com..­
pany's positions. The Loc Ninh Company Commander l'laS observed at both the outer per­
imeter with his company and in the inner perimeter with the LLDB. Mike Force com­
mandors remained with their companies. 

(3) Contingency plans in effect. 

(a) Alort Plans: These proved effective. 

(b) Counterattack Plans: teast !leavily engaged troops would 
countorattack threatened positions on order. This proved effective. ' 

. (p) Destruction Plans: These plans ,lere not used. 

(4) Effectiveness of cO!llll1unications: 

(a) Internal: Good communications (,lli/PRC-25) and liaison existed 
bet,leen Hike Force units and the USf.SF Detachment Commander. Although.HT~lls,uorc'in 

. tho hands of both Minh Thanh and Loe Ninh companies and the LLDB, they war", not used, 
uith communications depending on personal liaison &,d observation of tho situation 
from atop the berm of the inner perimeter. 

(b) External: Communications was strictly by F11 voice from A-334 
to B-33. Arter evacuating tho commo bunker> this communications l-lllS spotty 'and 'dif·­
ficult to receive. CO ·,\-334 encounterod gl'"at diffiOlu.tie's'in operating one (1) FH 
not l1ith Det B':33 and supporting ,artilbIJ-" uhge having to cOlllIlIUIlicnto lrlth support' 
1st Div Cannwnders md '>lith air sup~1ort on ·anothor frequency. 

(5) Request for support - and response to - by higher headquarters: 
Requ\"sts were promptly made and support promptly rGceived, lnth the exception noted 
below. 
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(a) Flareships: Flareships usually arrive on the scene in 20 
- 30 ninutes. For some reason, it took almost 40 minutes for tte first flare­

ship to arrive on-station. The second flareship toolc its directions frClIll TACAIR 
support aircraft, rather than from the USAF FAC coordinating air support, thereby 
rendering his support inadequate for approximately 40 minutes since he dropped . 
his flares from too great a height. 

(b) TACAIR and Artillery Support: Outstanding, with· the only 
problem area being the communications diffictiIties previously mentioned. 

(c) Roaction Forces: No difficulties at "A" or liB" Detach­
ment level. The arrival and: iiuoscoquent or:pi~ntof Hike Force units from 
Company "A" Bien Hoa and SFm Nha Trang ,las both t:iJnely and effective (Hike 
Force SFm arrived 011401; Mike Force Bien Hoa arrived 011445). . 

(d) Logistical Support: ·Outstanding, especially coneid~,g 
that Company "A" worked with vcry little lmow1edge of the logistical situation 
at Tong Le Chon bot~leen 010600 and 071430, SOP emergency resupply items .(=u­
nition, food, "Ia.ter, medical supplies and commimications equipment) arrived at 
Tong Le Chon at 070930, The inseCurity of the airstrip ooup1ed ldth the mop-l,lp 
action on tho Southern slopes of the camp precluded earlier arrivnl of resupp~ 
aircraft (C1A). 

(e) Ijedica1 Evaouation: The medical assistance toem trOltt Hon 
Quan arrived via raedevac chopper. At the time, there were many casualties pre';' 
positioned at the South end of the airstrip, as Hell as many Halking uounded 
milling about. These had all received first aid and were· bandaged in the camp 
by the Det 1.-334 medics. As each medevac chopper arrived, the most seriously 
wounded litter patients were loaded and the remaining space was used for as many 
patients as possible who could sit up. Evacuation of all patients was essential­
ly completed by 1030 hours. The biggest problem that emerged l1as·[ thllt quite 11 feT:! 
soldiers (CIl)} & Milre Force) who had received either very superficial, non':'dis .. 
abling wounds or no injury at all tried to sneak onto the medevac choppers. 
Quite often they had placed bandages over areas of their bodies which bad no 
wounds in an attempt to deceive the medics. As a result it was necessary to 
t~~porar~v remove all dressings from the wounded in order to prevent dese~ions. 
At times, it was necessary to forc~ly evict malingerers from the medev:ac air~ • 
craft. All in all, the casualties were bandled very efficiently, With e,n espe_ 
cially fine job being done by SSG Uorganfield, the Vet 11.-334 medic. AD for the 

. problem of malingerers, it is mainly one of discipline and crowd c.ontr.ol. In the 
future, after each patient is examined by a medic, be should be p;tacod in an iso­
lated area near the pick-up point, and no one but bona fide patients.and.~uthor­
ized personnel sbould be allowed in that area. Of course, under extreme duress, 
as ,las the case at Tong Le Chon, this may nolt always be possible. 

. (6). Ruporting Proc:;cluros: Rcport:1ng SOP. s · .. rorc in ocincr and un .. 
ilor3tood, but thoy' YOIr'l not follol~cd clu:>to tho rdo.di1.y uncl~rotc.::tcl:::blQ in~bility' 
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of the "A" Detachment members to both carry out urgeant tasks and concurrently ob­
tainand corre~ato, statistics required by these reports. 

4. ' (C) ':::nemy Uithdral1al 
, -, 

a. ' Pursuit of enemy; A helibome assault to be conducted by Hike Force 
units from Bien Hoa uas scheduled for 071630 but negated due to the non-concur­
rence of the plan by the US Div elements deployed to Tong Le Chon earlier that 
morning. , It w'as scheduled for 080900 but due to bad lV'eather, and unavailability 
of helicopters, the operation was finally cancelled. SweeJil operations in'the 
vil::inity .. of the camp on 7 end 8 August did find both INA and CDlG bodies, ,Ieapans, 
equipment, documents, etc., -

b. Actions of covering force: No ,information available. other than a 
statement by one INA CIA 'th.:1.t .(!l)other' unitll(lS,:used to 'evacuate iNA C.!i.Sualties." 

c.'. Effect of friendly reaction~· forces, tactical,air, and artillery 
an enemy withdral1al: Unknown, althopgh it can oe assumed that,TACAIR and artil-, 
lery hastened the withdralfal, and caused casualties •• 

d. "Roiltes of .dthdrawal, pre-selected assembly areas, way stations" 
medical facilities. ueapons positions: See Incl 1. ,Plltrols subsequent to the 
attack also discovered the follo.ving positions (See Incl 2): 

(1) XT' 617805: Four (4) 82mm mortar positions. 

(2) XT 615809: Four (4) 82mm mortar positions.,. 

(3) XT 619811: 1110 (2) 75mm aR positions.,. 

, (4) XT 622808: ' Suspected CF location, due to abundance of vJD-l 
wire in area. 

(5) XT 6080: Hasty trench system capable of protecting t.,o or more 
companies. 

e. Disposition of enemy dead andloTou.\'lded: One INA CIA. stated that he 
.ms part of a thirty-man unit charged with evacuat:i.ng wOWlded to the Lang 
Nguyen Secret Zone near tp", Hichelin Rubber Planation. ,Elements of a regiment 
other than the 165th INA ~giment are also believed to have evacuated dead and 
..aUnded. No INA graves irere subsequentelyfound, although many bodies .,ere found 
in the open." Bodies found by CmG after the attack ,Iere buried 'with quiclcl:irne 
or burned, imd the INA CIA. l1ere evacuated through channels. ' 
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5. Results: 

a. Friendly. 

(1) Casualties 
UNIT PFD KL'l. IITA MIA REMARKS 

USIISF A-334 10 0 3 0 
11.-302 3 0 0 0 

:!k TrD.D.~ }Iil:e . . ... 
4 4 071401 Forco; 0 0 An TLC 

TarAL: -
17 0 7 0 

LWB: 1\.-167 10 1 1 0 
v1/A-302 1 0 0 0 KL'\. 070830 

-TarAL: 11 1 1 0, 

ARVN Arty Plat: 31 0 0 0 

CrnG: TLC CRP {fl: 22 0 0 0 
TLC CRP #2: 29 1 4 0 
Lac Ninh Compmy:66 2 l3 3 
Hinh Thanh 
Company: 76 15 20 lO One CIA Rtn 110830 

TarAL: 193 18 37 l3 

Bien Roa Hike Force: 326 7 h2 1 
Nha Trang Hike Force: 247 0 7 0 

573 7 li9 '1 

(2 ) 
, . 

l1cnpons =d cquipnh,nt !lost, dor.l~g.Jd,· destroyed or~apturcd. 

ITEl1 ' QUJINTITY QUfJlTITY QUANTITY TarAL 
LOST DAI1t,GED DESTROYED 

~ 

Hortar, 4.2" 0 0 2 2 
Hortar, 8llnm (Tubes) 0 2 0 2 

* Hortar, 60mm O' 2 6 8 
Recoiles~ Rifle, 57rnm 0 0 1 l 

~. 
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Grenade Launcher, M-79 2 0 1 3 
NG Cal 50 0 1 0 1 
UIG Cal 30. 0 4 0 4 
Shotgun, 12 Guage 0 2 0 2 
SHG, M-3 0 1 0 .1 
Rifle, Cal 30, M-l 6 0 0 6 
BAR 0 0 4 4 
Carbine, 11;.1 7 0 9 16 
Carbine, M-2 16 0 2 18 
Rifle, H-16. (USSF) 0 1 0 1 
Pistol, Cal 45 2 0 0 2 

* Deh1ll1lidifier 0 0 2 2 
Brick l1achine 0 0 1 1 

* Tent, GP 0 0 1 1 
Antenna, RC-292 0 0 4 4 
\later Trailer 0 0 1 ,1 

* Rations, PIR 0 0 136 Cases 136 Cases 
* Ifeb Gear, complete 0 0 190 Sets 190 Sets 
,; Boots, Bata 0 0 900 Pr 900 Pr 
* Trousers, Asiatic Jungle 0 0 200 Ea 200 Ea 
,:. Shirts, Asiatic Jungle 0 0 30 Ea 30 Ea 
* Tool, Entrenching 0 0 8 Cases 8 Cases 
>.} Tin 0 0 400 Sheets 400 Sheets 

* Flashlights 0 0 10 Ea 10 Ea 
Radio HT-l 0 2 0 2 
Heater, Immersion 0 0 2 2 
l10gas 0 0 35 Barrels 35 Barrels 

Generator, 5 KH 0 1 0 1 

Radio, FRC-9 0 1 0 1 

Freezer 0 1 0 1 

Refrigerator 0 1 0 1 

Radiator, Truck 113511.2 0 1 0 1. 

Truck, 1/4 ton, Ml51 0 1 0 1 

* Water Pump 0 0 2 2 

* Items stored in supply tent which was destroyed by fire. 

(3) Installation defense positions and facilities damaged or des-
troyed. 

FACItITIESjDEFENSES 

4.2 IN 110RTAR POSITION (2 ea) and 
ammunition storage bunker 

PERCENTAGE OF DESTRUCTION 

100% 
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Conex bunkers on South and Southest 
portion of outer perimeter (sand bag 
reinf torn; eonexes perforated l-lith 
small arms fire) 

• y-'" 

\-lire barriers on South and Southeast port~on 
(2 Urge breaches) 

Supply Room Tent 

POL Storage Area 

CIDG Hess/Club 

Commo Bunker (TOC) 

Generator Shed 

b •. Enemy. 

75% 

100% (Destroyed by 
Fire) 

100% (Destroyed ~ 
Firo) 

50% 

10% 

20% 

(1) Casualties: 152 (USBC) Iffi, and two (2) CIA. The KIA fiqure 
also includes one of the CIA that died of .rounds shortly 'af'ter capture. 

(2) Weapons and equipment captured. 

Type 

Russian 7.62mm AK-47 
(Chicam 7.62 assault type 56) 

Russian 7.62 Carbine SI(S 
(Chicom 7.62 Garbine Type 56) 

Russian 7.62 Heavy 11][} SHG 
(Chiem 7.62 HG Type 52) 

Russian 7.62 TIl][} RP-46 
(Chicam 7.62 TI1G type 58) 

Russian 7.62 LMG RPD 
(Chicam 7.62 LMG type 56) 

Russian 12.7mm Heavy MG DSHK 38 
(Chic am 12.7 Heavy type 54) 

Russian Launcher RFG-2 
(Chicom Anti-Tank Launcher type 56) 

Quantity 

24 

7 

2 

1 

6 

2 

4 
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Russian Rffi-7 l 

US H-l Rifle 2 

15mm Recoiless Rifle w/Uussian Sichts l 

(3) Captured Documents: Hiscelhneous docllments, a flae bearing 
the number "564" (no 03 record) and personal items idontifying bearers as melll­
bers of tho l65th NVll Regim~nt ,/ere evacuated to Co A S2. 

(4) 

(5) 

'r. 

other: None. 

Remarks: None. 

6. (U) Lessons Learned: (Seo section 2 of ORLL, Commander's Obsorvations 
at,d Recormnendations) 

RONNIE A ~ HENDOZA 
YillJ nw 
C=ding 
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Locat.ion of EnCJIlY Units 

DATE No. UNIT LOCATION SOURCE/EVAL 

8 Jul 1 165th NVA Inf Regt •. Unloc 1::c.r Zona C II FFOHCEV 

S Jul 2 141st NVA L'1f Ragt. XT 3885 Raniar (II 
FForceV)Fl/2 

8 Jul 3 101st IN.\ Ini' Rogt. XT 3976 II FForceV B/2 

11 Jul 4 141st INA Inf Rogt. XT 855 880 II FF OB Summary 
BI3 

12 Jul 5 141st lNA Inf Rogt. XT 667 873 B-33 SOurCCl F/3 

18 Jul 6 141st INA Inf Regt. XT 9096 II FFClllCEV B/3 

30 Jul 7 7th lNA Div. HQTS XT 6298 Company I1f. II OB 

30 Jul 8 165th !NA Inf Regt •. FISHHOOK t,llE.', Company "A" Cli3 

30 Jul 9 141st NVA Inf Regt. XT 8996 Company II J\. II OB 

8 Aug :' 10 141st INA Inf Rogt. XT 8487 Various Source 
II FFClllCEV C/3i 
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EnGmy ContactG bGtl'reen 071200 Jul al"ld 071915 AUf> 67 

. I. 071200 - 081200 Jul, Opn China Boy 1/7 made contacts >lith small VC unit 
XT 5773370 Friendly casualties \1are 1 IF slif>htly Hounded. Enemy casualties 
Here 3 VC leU., 6 VC vIIA~ 

2.. 080700 Jul,· Opn China Boy 1/7 made contact uith one VC Squad XT 553862., 
A:!-'ter exchange of SA, VC Hithdrel-1 North. Negdive Friendly ca"ual ties. Enemy 
casualties unknotmo 

3. 08l43J Jul, Opn China Boy 1/7 made centact .. lith ene VC platoon XT 550850" 
vc Ilas moving East \.;hen VC SA fire VIas exchangGd VC .. lithdrew South. Negative 
friendly casualties. Enemy casu~]ties 1 VC KIA. 

4. 091450 Jul~ -Opn China Boy 1/7 If.ade centact uith 1 VC platoon XT 536838. 
Af'oer exchange SA fire, va uithdrew Northeast, ~lith Hike Force in pursuit. Nega­
tive friendly casualties. VC casuruties unknm-m. 

5. 122230 Jul, 1 PF Squad mudecontact ····th est 1 VC Compa.'lY at XT 787904., 
FriencUy casualties 5 PF KIA, 5 PF vITA, 1 HT-l Radio and 7 individual ~Teapons 
were lost. Enemy casualties unlmmm. 

6, 121000 Jul, CIDG made' contact uith est 1 VC Reg:imcmt XT 675862. 
Friendly casualties 3 cmG IITA, 3 Clro IIIA, 3 cmG HIt., Enemy casualties unknotffio 

7. 142025 Jul, a. h'o',:inco RJcon Un:i.t wcitush made";contact l1ith 1 VC plat'Jc:l 
XT 773886. VC fired S/A, HG and threw harrl grenades. Friendly unit returned fire 
end VC withdrew vlest. Contact broken 142040. Negative friendly casualties. Un­
known enemy casualties. 

8. 181635 Jul, Opn Tong 2/7 made contact 1lith est VC Platoon during body re­
covery mission XT 676864 contact lasted 15 minutes. Two friendly Here vITA by 
friendly artillery. 

9. 212013 Jul, China Boy 3/7 spotted 4-6 VC on trail and called in 12 rounds 
105=. Enemy withdrew North at 212016 uith un1:noun casualties. Friendly casual­
ties negative. 

100 231340 Jul, Opn China Boy 2/7 hit an enemy mine XT 568849. Friendly 
oloment. moving in column Hhen the friendly point squad hit an enemy mine .. 
Friendly casualties nere 1 MF lIT1\., 5 CIOO NIA. 

11. 251600 Jul, Opn Minh 7/7 con~c.t with l;-VC 'Company at XT 550645. Enemy 
fired S/A and friendly withdrew HE, -er.emy fired S/A, contact· brokeil251630. ' 
Friendly casualties were 1 CIDG KIA <! CIDG lHA, 20CIDG MIII.,_:L interpreter ML'\.: 
Enemy crrGue,l',ies: ,1 VC KIA, 1 Carbine CIA. 

12. 280945 Jul, SF Opn fram 1.-334 made contact with est 2 VC platoons XT 
566834. S/fi. and Artillery fired._ Enemy broke contact 280950 and uithdrG"l; north" 
Negative friendly casualties. Enemy casualties un.1m01m. 
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Enemy Contacts bct1-ICLm 071200 and 071915 'lUg 67 (Cant) 

13. 311000 Jul, Opn Tong 417 made contact with 1 VC platoon XT 585827. 
VC 1-lalked into friendly Ill1lbush, after exchange of SA, VC broke contact and .. lith­
dr01v liest. Negative friendly casualties. Unknown VC casualties. 

14. 031305 Aug, China Boy made contact i'lith one VC Co XT 565880. ,Friendly 
wa,s moving on' operation route when friendly point discovered VC base camp. sf:. ' 
fire exchange~, VC broke contact and l·lithdre1:1 North .. :est. Contact broken, 0)1400'. 
Friendly casualties 1-lOre 1 USSF ill., 1 HF KIA and 2 MF UL".. Enany casualties 
,18re 11 VC mo, CIA 5 AK¥47, 2~4Cinm Grenade launchers, 1 Russian llifle, 15' J\.nti­
Tank rllines, Fuses and 2,000 feet firinr. ;Iire, 15-20 Grenades and documents, food, 
rumno llild clothing destroyed in base camp by China Boy. 

15. 041445 Aug, China'Boy 1/8 made contact Hith r8inforced platoon XT' , 
583868. After exchange S/A. VC brok'e contact' at 041516; and VC ~rithtlre;r North-. 
east. VC ,fired when friendly' troops Hore 60 meters distant. Nogative friendly 
casualties. 1 VC ICIA •• 1 VC ~VTh~ 

16. 070050 .\ug, Special Forces Camp A-334 (Tong 10 Chon) came under mortar, 
RR and SA attack. The enemy over ran part of camp •... About 070730 camp was cleared. 
estimated friondly casualties 2. SF llL'l slightly. other friendly approx 200 1'1L". 
or KIA •. VC caSualties (soo all this report). 

17. . 080115 ,\ug, 1/2 US Infnntry Division located outside Tong Le Chon per­
imeter received 25 to 40 rounds of mortar fire from the Hest. Negative friendly 
casualties. VC casualties unknown. . 

18. 081020 Aug, South portion of Tong 10 Chon received approx 20 rounds of 
6Cimm and 82mrn corlling from the East. Immediate counter mortar and counter, Arty . 
plans Here firod to tho East vic XT 624 819. Or). 082045 a flare-ship from 1st US 
Infantry Division arrived and began firing to the East X'JI' 624819. VC stopped 
firing and withdrevr to tho North East. 082310, China Boy 3/8 received 3 rounds 
of 6Cinm from the Northwest XT 670860, 3 rounds landod- irl.tho .:lzic. XT 610872 but 
negative friendly casualties. 105mm from Tong Le Chon and 175mm Quan Loi re­
turned firo and ~Iill continue H&I both along North South trail vic XT 665864 and 
in support of China Boy 3/8. VC mortar fire stopped at 082315 and VC ~lithdrew 
West. Unknown VC casualties. Friendly casualties negative. 

19. 071915 Lug, 1/28 1st US Infantry Division located vic Minh Due hamlet 
XT 71581 i conducted ha~~y"· ambush. 1 VC Kll, 1 AK;-47 Cll, Negative friendly cas .. 
ualties •. 072207, 1/28 began an receiving mortar rounds.' At. (17~240. ost VC C_o pene·· 
trated 1/28 perimeter. 4 VC lCIA. Friendly 6 US KL'\., 23 US .. ,IA •. 
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Enemy Sightings bet1Y'een 19 Jul - 8 AuD' 61 
. 0 

19 Jul 1 VC Battalion XT 570570 to XT 592539 

11 Jul 500 VC XT 701838 

23 Jul 100 VC XT 602627 to XT 580630 
. 

24 Jul 100 VC XT 664884 

24 Jul 60 VC XT 602627 to·XT 580630 

24 Jul VC Company XT 550645 

24 Jul ~ 70-VC XT 680904 

26 Jul VC Company XT 794537 

26 Jul 150 VC XT 740796 

26 Jul VC Battalion XT 754805 

27 Jul 400 VC XT 720819 

1 Aug 40 VC XT 680,877 

2 Aug VC Battalion XT 725838 

3 Aug VC Platoon XT 585827 

4 Aug 100 VC XT 687947 

7 Aug 100 VC· XT 770790 

7 Aug 1 VC Battalion XT 719928 to XT 796935 

8 Aug 100 VC XT 683864 

8 Aug 500 VC XT 660950 to XT 690950 to 

XT 690930 to XT 660930. 

31 Jul VC Battalion XT 668363. 
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· " :'. ~ hlT A;,.323 , 5TH SP.r;CIAL FORCES ~ROUP. (ABN)), 1ST. SPECIAL FO:aCl ,j )\~ _. ", . £ '. APO U. s. ] ORCES 962?(. . .' . 
l 8.J2,J;::CT: . AFTZR AchoN REPORT··m/ TRAI 9/10 j November 1967 

(fI~',?; ,\.I'm GOHPOSTTION OP PATROL 
,0 GP..P, 2 Compallies CIDG, 3 LLDB, 3 USSF, 2 U.S.F.O. Party 
~!ISSION OF PATROL 
Relibo;tne aeeault~ Search and Destroy and Night Ambush 
.TnffiOF IlEPARTURE:/'fiME OF RETURN 
Departed: 31Q900jI1eturnad 022200 (Operation Pat.rol Letader Ill) 
CONDUCT OF PATROL 

·a. 

b. 

Patrol Route' 
XT 116697 to LZ ALI'RA n 072835 via Heliborne Assault to XT 041822 on heading of 260 deg mag u to XT 045815 on heading or 141 deg mag az to XT 072807 to XT 073778 to Hv,r 22. on heading or 110 deg mag az, south on Hw;r 22 vic . JtT' 096764 to TRAJ: BI XT 116697. . . 
Terrain: 
Jungle, swamp, double canopy 

c. Obstacltts: 
'Vehicular type mine field XT 098764 to XT 102753, r1ver XT 096763 

d. Mines and Bogby traps; . Claymore type lllines at va base camp (:IT 040822), vehicle type mines on road n 09&764 to XT 102753, CBU vic XT 06880'7. 
e. A tion u n en ounte:];' wi h enem :to ceo ; 

d frien al . :pon-.by eIl8DlY...c' AiYD'Qrt" :Iii.P.!t,~ mines an sma arms and~Ws?lnatic. We&l?2ns fire. Ji'r1endlios immediateiy returned em.rl arms and automat1cweapons fire and attemptedassault. lmemy detonatllld two more claymore . type mines and repulsed. tha assault. 
ENEMY INFORMATION 

a. 

b. Strength: 
Estimated enemy platoon re~orced with heavy weapons (HMGI s). 

c. CompOsi~071:' . 
TYPical' In£antry "G~ type unit. 

d. A'ctfvit;y: . 
lkt ng or preparing m&al • 

.-~-- ... ", ,---.~.--. . - .----~ ._ .. --- . __ . .....",,'.-. "_._,, 
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...... "'. en ... · t.c1hl,U~· Claymore-type mines, AK 47 rifles, 12.7 or 50 ca~ mIG. 
f. Unirorm: ~lack pajamas with caQou~lage prcht cloth scar~s. 
RESULTS OF ENCOUNTER WITH ENE.Jr£. a. 

b. 

Fen: 1: 7 5 upon 1ni tial contact, 2 died of woands). ~
2 WIA: 29 WIA;,. _1 USsr 3 MIA: None 4 Equipment: !lone 

Enemy Los!3Eta: No assessment, 5 possible KU as reported by CnP parsonne1. 

No USSF conf1rmation~ 
SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES: 
a. Propaganda. analysis: Negative b. Hamlets Encountered: None c. Change in Tactics: See Inc~osure 1. BU6t>iJCte.d infiltration routes: Trail running HE & BW vic i'i' 074784. Heavily traveled. 

VC rubher tire type abCl" foot prints vary pz:evalent. 
e. Hi SC& llane-ou § ~ Ne ga t1 VeJ WAS MISSION ACCOMPLISHED: No. Not to the extent of following original plan of action • 

. None of the: objEt<ltives scheduled waJ:a reached.. !!!here '\BS 

negative sasessment of the enemy ba-se camp at:l:T 040822. 

However, the' base camp l.'e:ported during oparation TRAI lUI? 

l:epolZ'te:d at eoordinates E 070?80 was l.ocat.ed at Z!lr 0'7'5778 .. 

Po£O.tive assessment was made (Sele Inclosure 1). 
CONCLUSIONS AND RKCOMMENDATIONS: (Sea Inclosure 1) .. 

1 Incl: as 

.t.' . .: 

~<~~,t-; roUIS LOPEZ JR. (j . , Capta1n, Infantry Commandl.ng 
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1. At approximately 1500 hours, 31 October 1967, during I,H' ,bl!.:!.!_IIN"',~==:: 

One ration THAI 10/9, as the lead personnal of the Combat 
p..ec:onnaissance Platoon (CRP) approached the vicinity of 
coordinates XT 042822, a claymore type enemy mine was detonated. 
Simultaneously, small arms and automatic weapons fire was placed 
'on the CRP causing heavy friendly casualties (4 KIA:, 7 WIA, 1 
USSF vIlA). An immediate attempt was made to deliver a heavy , 
volume of fire and assault the enemy, who were in a~~~B.e. 
'l.\ro more enemy claymore type 'mines were detonated iiii'licting 
further friendly casualties. The' additional enemy small arms and 
automatic weapons fire, identified as AX-4? and/or 12.?mm HMG 
or 50 c~l HMG, caused further friendly casualties. The total 

fr~;~Ki~:s~~~i~; ::~i{u.;r~~+.f~~ri-rJ:~~e~t~j~~r~~dm 
been broka:V, and 1 ~~.QllQ,.nK wounded. ' 

2. The report relayed back to the command element was 'that 
the CRP platoon had spotted the enemy in the act of eating o~ 
preparing a meal. A decision was made by the LLnB to enter~e 
base camp with the ORPand attempt to gain the element of su~~rise 
and assault the enemy. Evidently, the enemy had heard the friencUy 
uni t approaching and waited for a lucrative target to get wi 'thin 
killing range of his claymore type mine. The USSli' Sergeant had 
been with the lead elements advising on tactical employment ,,;hen 
the contact was suddenly initiated by the enemy. The USsIi' Serge:ant 
attempted to rally one of the CIDG company lead platoons to' join 
in the assault, as tha ORP was receiving heavy casualties. Only 
a few of those personnel joined the battle, they themselves 
receiving many casualties. 

~. An immediate cal1 was attempted to higher headquarters for 
a FAC and gunships in order to attempt evacuation of the wounded 
~ 6 pZ fp't HEDEy'Ag e~t..!on. Initial communications atteu;pts 
were negative even after placing a long antenna on the PRC-25 
radios, shifting to several frequencies, and relocating the 1-'adios. 
Eventually, commUD1ca~s we~ ~stabli~ed with !he rel;l si~~ 
at Nllj 'H' Dan. The relay system caused further delay in tran::J­
mltting information when the operators did not relay the info:~'­
mation as received. !!!he context; of the messages were changee. 
many timas. Another reason given by the operator at the rela;{ 
site was that he had just come on duty and was not aware of 'what 

, was going on. Further problema in communications were: elements 
of the support not having points of origin or the latest assigned 
frequencies to the operational unit (as much of the communications 
was effected on a different channel than that assigned). ll'ortunate1y, 
the FAO had a base frequency W!.c had established before the ' 
operation in order to shift Qim to the latest operational frequency 
assigned to us after the opefation had commenced and insertion on 
the initial LZ had been completed. The friendly location had to be 

. (1) 
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gi ve:l ill the clear to supporting elements ai'ter we had reached 

"the PZ (:IT 04-4815) for extraction 0* .tAs w.o_uE~eA because they 

did not haye-9ur p~~I:ig~" Relay was con£filiied'-the-­

remal.nder of the night through the FAC and an arti.llery aerial 

observer, as later attempts to contact NUI EA" DEN werenega~lve. 

The forward observer party had similar problems i.n communi.cat1ons. 

The alternate frequencies ware overly crowded with tra.rfic. 

Thu-e was ne~t1 ve ~.:r::ect.€conta.Q.1:wr.\..th.-Q8lIlP..!l'm E, .~nt1.l the unit 

reached Vicl ty c·ooi'd!lia es :leT 012 807. Several stations re­

ceived information which ~ :requested to relay to Camp THAI DI 

Det A-323. Not al1 of,the in.!o:rmation was relayed. 
4 •. The support rendered by the FAC was timely, however, it 

took about an hQn~~to~c.ai;v:.e-gunshiR...li!lW,2.q,g! as they 

h'act""to .fly from err CHI and refuel at TAY NINH West. A llery 

fire \-las called in west'ot the contact location with plans to:,;walk 

it east towards the enemy location. Checktire had to be called 

on .the artillery fire as the FAC had an airstrike availab1e to 

deliver on the target. As I recall, they were AlE Skyruiders 

with ordnance in the form ot 500 pound bombs. Con~entlY, th;) 

artillery fire which had been available .trom Camp EX was n,) 

longer available as the guns were displaced back to TAY NINH Wellt. 

Af'ter the air strike, the FAC called in supporting artillery .trom 

TA.Y NINH West but was short of the area oJ: contact by approximately. 

1000 meters, beeause ot the limitations of range of the weapon. 

5. The call !orth.!..J!!!'pV!O w.!.l:I to h~!e, the ~1¥~J\.C_BlAB!5~ 

on stang bi m';§It ie:::reaChea aP'Z7que-t.p::1!1!ft"'ll~i.iiDIjY~o_:t,_tltA-_ 

eMlIlY at the CP 10ca'trIOii-:--Kfte'r-tlieurstrlke, tlle-wciundad and 

KIA: wa:re :removed to tnEi'"location or. the CP :IT 042822, whexe they 

L. were t ated with available medical ~upgl.i,!s. :Preparations were 

i' initi c e WOtUl. anCd.ft§SL'tQ:..1ill,.~-lWfti:JT-a.t[~r5:-' 

\ T:l:i s was. time eonsu ng,~ es had to b~ ~ut under !1.:r.l'_I!~a,~. 

hammocks~iM to the.m M mak.'~~AAA stre1f~ers.~. It was 

~r.y ait!~cult to effect organization es my eounterpart was an 

aspirant lieutenant with no control over the OIDG whatsoever. He 

retused to accept mostot my advice and made dangerollstactieal 

mistakes. He did not work through CIllG leaders to control the 

troQlPs. Finally, upon breaking contact with the enemy at 

approximately 1730 hours, we moved southeast on an azimuth of 140 

degrees. The FAC. was st111 above us and assisted ~ navigation. 

The 

on enemy and deliv~red 
was shone to the FAC through the canopy 

to indicate our progress. As darkness tell upon the column the 

lead company became separated tram the remainder o.t 'the C01Ulllll. 

~ halt was called by the LLDB aspirant. He was advised to continue nclosure It (2) 
i 
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moving the column to the PZ in order to extract at least the 
most seriously ~/Ounded. His reply was that he would try to 
es·t;ablish physical contact \~i th the lead company by having 
t!:")w send men back with a tlashlight to guide us forward • 

. After 15 to 20 minutes, there was still no contact as the men 
\~ere never sent back. I urged the counterpart to move the column 
forl1ard but by then he said he couldn't t the men to 

FAC 
{i~J".L" ry AO 

s 
weapons fire and also had 

a stomach wound. man had a stomach wound. ~oth !!1EUl. 
bled to death during the~~~ ... 

6. As reported by survivors of the CRP platoon, there wexe 
{ive YO bo~es counta-d. All. had been armed with AX 47 or 50 
assauti r.t as and'wore parachute cloth scarves •. One squad 
leader said he parson ally killed two with a hand grenade and as 
he attempted to capture their weapons, he was shot in the right 
arm. It is very probable that the five VC bodies were counted 
as the aRP p&rsonnel are highly reliable and the bast fighting 
troops in Camp TRAI BI. BU the time....,;the friendl.:l: bodies and 
wounded personnel hag; b~en j'eJia,"e:v.e:d._"1111e enem;Ina"d-ciragj!"daway 
hob casualties. Therefore, the USSF personnel cotil""d-ri'cit maReR""" 
dbhhrrnat!on of enemy killed. 

7. At 
conduct 

PZ to 

. soma form 
recon;rirmed. 

BI. ~~~~~}~~~~~ a~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~dThe mo---·~Ar. e first followed by three 
sorties of the lesser wounded and walking wounded. The fourth 
sortie extracted the seven bodies and the USSli' &trgeant. Three 
sorties of replacements, to include the LLllB camp commander, and 
ammunition resupp'~Y were flown after the QPW1C • • 

8.~e LLDB camp commander took command of the operation 
and regained control of the troops. Be:1'ore continuing the· 
movement south, both he and I agree.d not to go north due to 
lack of imme.diate artillery or air support, low morale of the 
troops and lack of sufficient st:rength to assault or envelope 
a strong enemy basEt camp. I had requested a reinforcement of one 
company and replacement of the LLDB counterpart 8iIld the entire 
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em? platoon in ordeJr to return north to the bas&. camp to make 
an assessment. \'Ie. =eive_~ __ ~..R~ts onJ]; ~r the wounded 
r:~son!?-el. I adviszT'tb:e:"tJ.ns cOllllllaZlder, ~er earm:n@to:r~:ni's 
propo·sad plsn and route 1 that WEI' assasstha base camp which had been 
contacted during operat~on TRAI 16/7 at coordinates ~ 040822. 
He. agreed and WEt procsadad south. The f01'lllation vas in three: 
a:d.s. A.rtillery ;Cire: was placed on ElS.cb. successive objective 
soan. afte.r leaving. 

9. We aJ:rive:d at vic coardinate:s n 068807 whare we found 
a c:BU bomblat. It was le.:tt in place. dua to its sensitive 
nature. . The coordinatas wEt.rEl re:corcIecI. The: routs: of march 
shifted to the northeast whexe we arrived at vic coordinates 
X!1! 070803. A. pe.rimeter of de.:Censa was established and night 
ambushes s~ up along the moo road, the north south trail vic 
coordinates n 073087 and the trail runrd.ng north east-south 
wast vic coordinates ~ 074798. No contact was established 
although the road. had aigns of recent bicycle and foot traffic 
and the trails had signs of recent foot traffic. .This location 
was where- initial direct contact was established with Camp TRAI BI. 
The morning of 2 Nov 67, we moved in a southerly direction to make 
an assessment of the enemy base camp reported coordinates 
XT 070780. During the crossing of the clearing at coordinates 
XT 074785, a report vas received by the right flank security that 
they had spotted one va who ran wast into the junglEI'. Artillery 
fire was called ;Cor by the LLIlB commander and placed vic coord­
inates ~ 071785. The crossing was made at the clearing because 
the water was not as deep (chest high to Vietnamese) in the 
center as it was on the flanks. This clearing is definitely not 
a goed LZ. Upon reaching the south side of the clearing we 
crossed a north e.ast- south wast trail vic coordinates XT 074784, 
indicating signs of recent VC use. Square rubber tire type shoe 
~ootprints were very prevalent. The move continued south to the 
coordinatas where the enemy base camp was reported. Upon reaching 
the area, it was evident that the location had been thoroughly 
saturated by artillery fire. I advised the LLD:B commandE!r to 
send out patrols to try and find trenches. About 15 milllltes later, 
a report came back from the patrol to our east that they had found 
the camp. It was at coordinates n 073778. It had been entirely 

. missed by artillery fire. Evidently, during the contact by the 
THAI BI wI? operation, the supporting artillery fire had been 
placed to the east side of the camp for fear of bringing l75mm 
artillery rounds too close to friendlies. This placed the camp 
between the artillery fire on the east and the friendly force on 
the west. Subsequent artillery strikes missed the base camp also. 
A FAC was called to the area. A smoke grenade pinpointed the 
center of the base camp allowing the FAC to get a definite ~ix. 
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A: thorough assessment of the base camp provided the folloi.>iirlg: 

a. Twe~ty toot well '.nth smooth sidBa and •• ood plaJlking 
at opening, centrally located. 

b. ~ree rings ot trenches each about 100 meters in 
. diameter. The entire base camp was ·about 400 meters 
in diameter. 

o. ~. trench system was up to four feet. deep with 
niches caned in the iI1Il8r wal1s to allow one man to 
curl up tigh"t •. Probably used as air raid shelter. 
~man !1ghting po a1 tiona with overhead cover and 
niches caned into the inner· wall were constructed 
about trlfJry 20 mners. The niches appeared to be 
cut out up to two teet into the walls to allow 
firing into the inner pe:rimater after an enemy had 
crosaed the trenches. !!!here were one-man fighting 
positions dug on the outer rung of the trenches. These 
were 10 meters outside of the trenchl1ne. 

d. ~e trenchline connected with the cooking ,area which was 
dug oft to the . side of the trench. It waa about 4 feet 
deep, 10 feat long and 10 teet wide. A dirt. shelf was 
cut out ·in 09 wall whe.re barbecue type pits' were dug. 
Firewood was stacked close by. A raised ca1IlOutlage 
overhead cover was the onl.y type structure found. 

e. !!!here were bicyole rims, front wheel forks, water 
aarthenware ;1ugs, a pile of old hardwood pungi stakes, . 
5 gallon metal oontsiners, a jungle type pith helmet 
Vftr7 _11 weathered, and various odds and ends ot junk. 

The camp showed no signs ot very recent USe. It was probably 
abandoned after the contact lIlade during O~ration TRAI 10/7, 24 
October 1967. The FAC. was requested to place an air8tri~. on 
the camp the tollowing day. 

10. The move continued south east to vicinity coordinates 
:IT 096764 on Bighway 22. Berea total of three vehicular mines 
were found. on the road. ~ey tere wrapped with cardboard and had 
clover leaf t~pressure plates. They were placed on both sides 
of the road in position where wheeled vehicl~s would rollover 
them. They were buried not more than three inches in the ground •. 
Two were destroyed by UsaF personnel and the coorMnates 'o:t all . 
others :reported. Mines were tound from the above coordinates north 
of the river to coordinat«s XT 102753 south of the river. 
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11. The movement continued south to Camp TRAI BI/~~~na1 

022200 hours November 1967. The LLDB co:nmander became ill fron."YIll. ::.:U. 

internal disorders. . 

12. RecollUllendations~ 

a. 

b. 

That ill personnel. attending the briefings for e. 
heliborna operation ensure that all personnel 
involveci with the operation, .directly or indirectly, 
at the time of the execution of the operation or 
at a later time during the operation, be thoroughly 
brietec.'L and receive cu~nt and·accurate information. 
Exaaples are: not receiving the proper points of 
qrigin or operational., frequencies and. caJ..l signs. 

That personnel assigned to the relay site at mr.t 
BA DED be only highly &,Xperienced and skilled 

. ,radio operators. Thay must be instructed and 
oriented B.S!.1 to change the context of a massage. 

c. ,Thatpl..ns be firm "ana c'oncret. for'the supporting 
. elements of a helibo~e operation to be available . 

on call.w1thin a reasonable minimal time. Partic­
ularly in a very remote area. There was supporting 
artil.lery prior to the contact ,however, upon 

' .. ~ 

"displacement of the guns to TAt NINR West, there was·' 
a tiae ,lapse betore the gunships ar:r:i ... :ad and rdter 

. ~ . ,the. air. strike had b,een.dEIlivered leaving the un! t , 
without. any type ot tire support •. This cou1d hava 
been disastrous. 

d. . 

e. 

~ ...•..... " •. 
\f'-::~' 
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That all personnel relaying, or receiving information,' 
relay &11.., in!ormation to the base camp of the 
operational mli tinvol ved •. 

(6) 
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That base camps not be assaulted frontally in only 
one direction. The size should be determined by 
probes. Artiller,y, when available, should be placed 
on possible escape routes to contain the enemy. 
Once the approximate size is located, the friendly 
uni.t should pull back to allow gunships, heavy . 
artiller,y and air strikes to hit the target. !!!hen 
an aesaul t can be made to conduct a final sweep and 

. assessment. ':!!his method wil~ limit tha number or 
rrlenclly casual tias •. 

9. That all camps be ensured ot obtaining' a polaroid' camera 
w:l.thout delay. Many iteus or. valuable. intelligence 
information is lost be.cause- ot the nead. to. word de-scribe 
ob;jeot. and bas~ camps. 

Inclosu~ #1 
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Extract from Oper"'t:ionat;Rei>'0.Ft::::',L~ss\ms.,Learned, Headquarters, 
5th Special Forces"Group"(A'irborne)', ~rst' 'Spe'Cial Forces, Period 
Ending 31 October 196/ II (~) -

:'. 0 i;3J 

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Subject extract is forwarded for review and evaluation by USACDC 
in accordance with paragraph 6f, AR 1-19 and by USCONARC in accordance 
with paragraph 6c and d, AR 1-19. Evaluations and corrective actions 
should be reported to ACSFOR OT RD within 90 days of receipt of covering 
letter. 

2. This extract, while directed primarily toward Special Forces 
operations, has numerous items which are of concern to the Army as a 
whole. This extract is provided to insure appropriate benefits in the 
future from Lessons Learned during current operations, and may be adap­
ted for use in developing training material. 
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US Army Transportation School 

Copies Furnished: 
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army 
Deputy Chiefs of Staff 
Chief of Research and Development 
Assistant Chiefs of Staff 
Chief of Engineers 
The Surgeon General 
The Provost MarB.hal General 
Research Analysis Corporation (Library) 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Office of Defense Affairs 
Joint Action Control Office 
Defenpe Documentation Center 
Director, Weapons Systems Evaluation Group 
Project Manager, Naval Inshore Project Office 
Commanding Generals 

US Army Weapons Command 

4th Brigade, 6th Infantry 
Commanding Officers 

1st Special Forces Gp (Abn), 1st Special Forces 
3d Special Forces Gp (Abn), 1st Special Forces 
6th Special Forces Gp (Abn), 1st Special Forces 
7th Special Forces Gp (Abn), 1st Special Forces 
8th Special Forces Gp (Abn), 1st Special Forces 

10th Special Forces Gp (Abn), 1st Special Forces 
46th Special Forces Co (Abn), 1st Special Forces 
5th Special Forces Gp (Abn), 1st Special Forces 
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