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571 SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (ATRBORNE) 1ST SFECIAL FORCES ' '
APO SAH FRANCISCO 962L0 3
AVGB 1 September 1967

SUBJECT: 5th Special Forces Group Personnel Requirements, Persomnel
Status and Assigned Missionse.

TO: See Dis;bribution-

‘1, The purpose of this letter is to transmit to interested headquarters
and agencies an accurate report on the relationship of the strength require-
ments of the 5th Special Forces Croup to its assigned missions, The status
of personnel assets assigned to the Group as of 18 August 1967 is also provided.

2. The attached report has been nresented by detailed oral briefing to:
a, Chief of Staff, US Army, |

b, Deputy CQUSMACV, J~1 and J=-3 MACV.

' Ce .Deputy Ccmmandirig General, G-1 and G-3 US Army Vietnam. ‘

. d, Chief MACSOG and several members of the SOG staff,-

.3, The requirement.for the study was generated on’receipt of notification

from DCG, USARV that the 5Sth Special Forces Group would be required to reduce y
its strength to that authorized by 31 December 1967, Action is currently being

taken by USARV to expedite the forwarding of the Sth SFG MPOE and MIDA origin-
ally submitted on 11 January 1967.. :

1 Incl JONATHAN F. IADD
es - _ : Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
DISTRIBUTICN:
DA 5 CIso 1
CINCPFAC 1 1st SFG 1
USARPAC 5
HACY 5 )
USARY 5 ' ' REGRADED UT-fCIu\SSEIED WHEN
csW 1 ) SEPARATED Fram CLASSIFIED

. | THCLGSURE
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AMALYSIS OF STH SPECTIAL FORCES (ABN) PIRSGIMEL STRENGTHS, (U y

" 1, (U) Purpose: .Thi§ study zddreiies the current and nrojected porsonnal
strength ot the 5th Special forces Group (Abn) and its relationship to currently
assifned.migsions.and to thé tampaign plai for €Y.1968, . .

2, (8) Assumptions:

1 The CIDG program and programs related to MACSOG are congidered to
be the principal mission of Special Forces Units in South Vietnam,

' b, GOMUSMACV congiders US/Indigenous ' Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol
assets such as Project Delta and the MACV Recondo School to be highly desirable
activities, . ‘

¢. Minor organizational adjustments to current programs will occur as
the situation changes in RVN, Those changes will not, however, markedly affcct
anthorized strength ceilings discugsed in this study,

3., (8} Disdusaion:

a, dn anéiﬁéis'qf assigned missions and other requirements piéééd on
the 5th SFGA reveals the following programs have been and are all now manned
principally with the Special Forces Operational personnel (medics, 91B; come
municators, O5B), operation~intelligence specialists, 11F; heavy weapons ine
fantry men, 1llc; light weapons infantry men, 11Bs and engineers; 12B):

(1) Civilian Irregular Defense Progran (CIDG),

(2} Project Daniel Boone/Flaming Arrow (Ouega and Siémé).
(3) Project Delta, |

(L) MACV Recondo Schools

(5) Other requirements, such as furnishing persomnel for assign-
ment to province reconnaissance units . (PRU)s

b, TIn addition to the missions shown in paragraph 3a the 5th SFGA is
responsible for requisitioning parsonnel for 50G,

c. To place 5th SFGA personnel requirements in proper perspective
detailed analysis of the following is necessary:

| , %mcn& HANDLING REQUIRED
- | . LS LSRN IOT RELESSEABLE T0 FOREIGN NATIONALS

BY AUTHORITY OF CORiANDING OFFICER
GROUP L -DOWNGRADED AT  YEAR 5w STE SPECIAL FORCES GROUP (ATIRBORNE )
THTERVALS, DECLASSIFY fFTER 12 1ST SPECTAL FORCES 1 Sepbamber 1967
YEARS DOD DIR 5200,10 ‘ ‘
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SHATYSIS OF STH STRCIAL FORCIS (41BN ) PTRSANTL STRENGTHS  (U)

(1) Directed strength level (present missian requirenents)e
(2). Authorized to requisition strengbh.,
(3} Present strength.

(L) Required future strength level (MTCE)} which includes future
mission requirements for calendar year 1968,

Note: A series of charts are attached as inclosures and should be referred to
as indicated in the following discussion. '

‘4, Directed strength level, 3109.spaces (colum I, Incl 1) is derived
from those missions/tasks assigned by COMUSMACY and the approved campaign plan,
calendar year 1967.

(1) The spaces for the Sth SFGA, 2048, includes the spaces re=
quired for the deployed Special Forces Operational Detachments €, Band A

(See Incl 2, USASF Operational Detaclments, totals column, 1967), Heddquarters
and Headquarters Company and Signal Companye o

(2) Military Intelligence augmentation (110 spaces). The stan~ -
dard Special Forces TQ&E (Headquarters and Operational Companiea) was designed
and staffed for the conduct of uncoventional warfare missions, therefore only
a limited number of MI spaces are provided, The MI augmentation provides those
additional specialists required for augmentation of the intelligence effort at
the Headquarters (Special Forces Operational Base} and Operational Detachments
B and C,

(3) Signal augmentation (16 spaces ~ four teams of four spaces
each), The standard Special Forces TRE (Signal Campany) was designed and
staffed for the conduct of U4 operations, For internal development/defense
operations, the Signal Company requires specialists to provide the following
services to each of the four Operational C Detachments:

(a) Communications facility constructicn.
(b) Antenna orientation.
(¢) Telephone and intercamunications systems.

(d) Electronic mainienance facilities.

(¢) Signal Supply System.

5-3
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(f) Crypto security and adninistrative management procedurcs.

(L) Detachment B-52 (Project Dolta), This is a joint US Army _
Special Forces (USASF) ond Vietnamese Special Fongces (VNSF) detachment establishe
in early 196l with the mission of conducting Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols
(See Incl 3j organization chart), When deployed, Project Delta is placed under
the OPCAN of TII NAF (U3) end I GIZ (VNSF) and conducts opérations as directed by
the Viectnamcse Joint General Staff, COMUSHMACY directed the strength be increased
from 69 to 93 spaces, none of wlich are requisiticable (CQUSMACY lsg 5196 (S)
DTG 220923Z Dec 66)

(5) MACV Ree¢ondo Scheol, COMUSHACY directed the school be estak-"""
lished in September 1966i  Its mission is to instruct selected personnel of US
and FUMF units in the ‘techniques of Long Mange Reconnaissance patrolling (See
Tncl L, organization chart).. The school is staffed with a total.of Lb spaces;
none of which are requisitionable (CQMUSMACV Meg L6356, DTG 2008202 Oct 66).

(6) 50G..  The Sth SFGA has the mission of reduisitioning personnel
for MACBOG. Recently MACSOG was assigned additional misalons and was required
to expand current operations’ which requires a total of 598 gphdes, Of this
total, 23l spaces-are officially authorided, JCS Msg 8695 (TS) DTG 181235Z Apr e
66 provides for 127 spaces and DI Mag 770891 provides for 107 spaces: The Com~
manding Officer 5th SFGA has been advised by MiCS0G that the JCS has, by mes-
gges not available to the Sth SFGA, authorized the additional 26), spaces and
that USARV has-placed requisitions with DAL for personnel to £ill these Spaccs.

(7) Project Daniel Boone/Flaming LArrou (DB/FA). This is a uni-~
lateral operation and is assigned the mission of conducting Long Range Recon-
naissance Patrols. .

(a) Initally DB/FA was authorized, by JCS Msg 537h (TS) DIG
2600122 Mar 66, a total of 156 spaces, organized as shown in inclosure 5 (the
figures in parenthesis on inclosure are for flaming Arrow operations and the
others are for Daniel Boone operations), COHMUSHAGY directed the Sth SFGA
(COMUSHACY Msg 5h196 (S) DIG 2209237 Dec 66) to provide L2 additionel spaces
out of 5th SFGA assets in order to increase the Headquarters element of Detach-
ments B-50 (QMEGA) and B-56 (SIX1L) by 5 spaces each and the total number of
recon teams from 8 to 16 for each project, an increasc of 16 spaces each as.
shovn in inclosure 6 {the figures in parenthescs are for Flaming Arrow opera-
tions and the others are for Daniel Boone operations). The increase was only
for Project Flaming irrow operations and the 12 spaces will remain with the 5th
SFGA when Project Daniel Boone is implemented. :

(b) For Flaming Arrow operations Detachments B~50 ((EGA)
and B-56 (SIGMA) operate under the OPCON of IFIV and IITFV respectivelye
Detactment C-5 remains inactive and Detachment B-57 (assigned_tha mission of
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CNWALYSIS OF STH SPECIAL FORCES (ABI) FERSOWWEL STRENGTH {U)

covert intelligence collection) operates wunder the command and control of tli.
o e
5th SEGA,

: (¢) Upon implementation of Project Daniel Boone all DB/FA
assets (156 spaces, See Incl 5) will be placed under OPCON of MAGSOG - and wi L
not be available to provide a Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol Foree to IFFV
or IIFFVe

(d) Recently 12 Recon Teams (8 from Detachment B-50 QEGL
and ), from Detachment B-56 SIGMA), a total of 2L spaces, were provided to
MACSOG for partial implementation of Project Daniel Boones, The strengtiis of
Detachments B-50 and B-56 have been reduced accordingly.

A (e) A comparison of the total directed strength of 3109,
inclosure 1, columm I and 5th SFGA present strength, 2697 personnel, inclo-
sure 1, colum II reveals a shortage of only L12 personnel. Of this total
SOG has recently submitted requisitions for 26l personnel. Sufficient time has -
not elasped for D& to £ill the requisitions. Thereforo, the actual shortage is
148 personnel.

_ (1) USARV has recognized mission requirements of the Sth
SFGA and has validated requisitions based on current mission requirements, The
result is a current favorable strength level., However, even though the totals
reflect a favorable comparison thers does exist a shortage of nersonnel with
those opcraticnal MOS required for operational detachments. At the present time,
the averago USASF A Detachment deployed in the 6L CIDG camps has 88% of its -
authorized strength, there are often personncl temporarily absent from the camp on
R&R, in the hospital, or on business at the B and C Detachment, Although the
USASF A Detactments can and do function with reasonable efficiency when they are
at 882 of their authorized strength, undersirable strains are often placed on
“operational specialists such as communicators, medics, operations sergcants and
detachment officers when strcngth shortages reduce the detachment to only one
man in a particular skill.

(2) USARV has granted the Group authority to recruit at
the 90th and 22nd Replacement Battalions Special Forces traincd EM not on assign-
ment to the Sth SFGA, In addition, the Sth SFGA has been granted authority to
recruit non-special Forces trained EM who are HM0S qualified and possess other - ..
qualifications required for assignment to Special Forces, This authority has,
in part, alleviated the problem, .

(£} The required strength level of 3322 spaces, inclosure 1,
colamm III, is derived from missions/tasks assigned in the proposed campaign
. plan, CY 1968, inclosure 2, total column for 1958, is a recapitulation of the
number of operational detachments required for p posed future operations. The
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total reflocted for the Sth SFGA in inclosure 1, column IIT, includes these
operational detachments, HHC, Signal Company, 8 special & Detachments (Mike
Forces/Mobile Guerrilla Force), and L2 spaces in the Flaming Arrow portion of
Project Daniel Boone/Flaming Arrow, The remaining totals are required for the
operation of the projects/activities listed, as directed by CQMUSMACV or JCS.,
The required stremgth level is,. in fact, the level requested in the 5th SFGA
MPCE submitted 11 Jan 1967.. The MI and Signal .iugmentation are not included
since separate requests for thesc augmentations were pending at the time the
WT(E was submittedd This augmentation is required and separate MICOEts will be

submitted,

(g) The authorizéd to requisition strength level, 2118
spaces, inclosure 1, colum IV , is derived from Generd Order or JCS/DL
ruthorization. Sec legend at bottom of inclosure l..

(1) A comparison of each wit, project or activity
(with the exception of MI and Signal Augmentations) reveals that current 5th
SFGA authorized base is less than the directed strength (current mission re-.
quire?énts)g present strength, or required strength (proposed future requirc-
ments }a.

(2) & reduction in strength to the currently authorized
base would limit the 5th SFGA capability to perform all missions/tasks effectively.

(h) The Sth SFGA is now required to apply its current assets
(present strength, inclosure 1, colum TI) against all of the missions/tasks out-
lined in paragraph 2,. This results in an understaffing of operational detach-~
ments & (887 of authorized personnel presently assigned) and the other key pro-
jects/activities (Project Dglta, Detachment B~52; MACV Recondo Schools and
Project Doniel Boone/Flaming ArTow).

(1) Primary shortages are the Special Forces operational
MOS's discussed in paragraph 3, page 1 of this study., After a detailed study of
the entire situation, discussions with the commanders concerned (Project Delta,
Project Daniel Boone/Flaming Arrow, MACV Recondo School and PRU) and members of
the Sth SFGL staff, it has been detormined that all of the personnel required
need not necessarily be quelified in a Specilal Forces operational HMGS,.

T L WA

(2) From personnel resources available to him, it is the

intention of the CO, 5th SFGA to send non-Special Forces MOS personnel to the
Recondo School and to apply those men who successfully complete the course a-
gainst certain shortages in both the A Detachment Camps and special operatlons

projects.
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(3) . A study is. currently being conducted by the staff
of the 5th Special Forces Group to identify positions within the Group itself and
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AFALISTS @& ‘5TH SPECIAL FORCIS {AB)" FERSOVEL STREHGTHS (U)

in the several projects underway which could be adquatcly f£illed by persormel
whosc M0S!s are other than Special Forces operational MOS's, Recondo School
graduates, for example, should be shle to perform efficiently in many of those
positions

: (L) However, filling positions with non-Special Forces
trained personnel does not reduce the total space requirements, It only al-
leviates the problem of a shortage of Special Forces operational MOStse To
staff the missions/tasks presently assigned requires a strength level greater
than that actually authorized at the present time, A reduction of stremgth to
the authorized base (2418) would not permit effective accomplistment of all
missiors /tasks assigned. Therefore it'srimperativeithﬁt-a priority.of misaions
be established so that the Spocial Forces operationalfMOS:psrsonnel;aséignéd to
the Gth SFGA can be applied against the missions which absolutely require their
specific skills,

(1) The following is considered to be a list in priority order
of the missions currently assigned to the Sth SFGi,

(1) CIDG Program, _
(2) MACSOG (SOG and Project Daniel Bocne/Flaming Arrow).
(3) Project Delta,

(L) uACV Recondo Schocl,

(5) Othor requirements for Special Forces trained per-
sormel (i.e., Provincial Reconnaissance Units). :

b, (C) Recommendations:

6, The priority of missions listed in paragraph 3d (7) (i) above be
approved, *

b, Action be taken to obtain Department of Army approval of the 5th
SFGA MT(E at the earliest possible date,.
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PIAN FOR THE ORGANTZATION AND OPERATION OFF CIDG CANTEENS. :

atiEy

ESTABLISIENT (U) !

L1y There are presently six camps in I Corps with civilian-operated
canteens-~Tien Phuoce, Gie Vuc, He Thanh, Khem Duc, Ba To, .and Tra Bong.

2+ During the month of Septerber, canteens will be established in the ’
three camps—ILargVei, Minh Iong, and Thuong Duc--that presently do not have any,

"3.. Thrée of - the civilian-operated canteens will be reorganized and in-
corporated intc the I Corps CIDG Cantecen System. The three remaining comp can-
teens will be rcorganized in Ku Nao Duocs :

" Le¢ In the meantime, the present civilian-operated ca.nteeﬁs may continue
their operations, but must follow the rules established in the headquarters plan. °

5. PFunds for initial purchase: The VNSF S-4 will make the initial purchase
to start a canteen. The terms will be thirty~-days billing from date of purchase, -
This will allow the supplies to be shipped ©o the camps and a portlon sold before
the bill is.due, If necessary, the USASF S~5 will make up the deficit 2nd con~
tinue to do sc umtil the canteen has an operations fund sufficient. to sustain
itself,.

ORGANIZATION (U)

1. A cénunittee will be formed in each camp to govern the operations of the
canteen.’ It will consist of the CIDG campeny commanders, the reconnaissance
platoon Igaders, and one VNSF officer. Its mission will be tos

a, Insure that the rules established in this plan are follocwed and
directives from the headquarters committeéd carried out.

b. Hire and pay the CIDG canteen employees.
¢, Write the monthly requisition,.

d, Secure funds and deliver the money for orders toc the headquarters
committee.

e, Submit a monthly financial report to the headquarters caimittee. j

2, Each camp will employ two civilians to work in the canteen, Invalid .
CIDG veterans and widows of CIDG scldiers Ilcilled in action should be hired if
possibles Each will receive a salary of $3,000Vl1 a month to be paid out of the
canteen profits. :

3. The headquarters canteen committee will consist of the VNSTF Detachrent
C-1 S-li and S-5 and the USASF Company C S~5, Its mission will be to:

Incl 7 to 5th SFGA ORIL, 1 Aug = 31 Oct 67
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PLAN FOR THE ORGANIZATION AND OPERATION OF CIDG CANTEENS (CONT'D)
a, Supervise the operation of all the CIDG canteens in I Corvs.
b. Establish canteens in CIDG camps where there are none.

c. Periodically inspect the camp canteens to insure. that the in-
structions arc being followed,

d. DReview orders submitted by the camp canteens.
e. Purchase and ship canteen supplies to the camps.
f. BEsteblish prices and print approvecd price list.
S A.ppreve items to be sold in CIDG centeens,
h., Report to respective commanders on operatioﬁ of canteens,
RuLEs (V)
1. A1l canteens must post the approved Corps price list.
2. The canteens will not sell on credit,
3. The canteens will not sell any item not on the approved price list.
4, The sale of any medicine is prohibited.
S« The resale of any item purchased in the canteen is prohibited,.
6. Violations of the a2bove rules will be reporbed to the headguarters
canteen cormittee. Fa a violation of the rules, a canteen may be closed for
fifteen to thirby days. Repeated violations will result in closing it permanently.

7. The CIDG canteen is a collective organization., A£ll CIDG soldiers may
benefit from it and all soldiers are responsivle for its honest operation.

OPERAT ION (D)

1, The camp canteen committee will order supplies each month and deliver
order and funds to the VISF S-h.,

2. The headquarters committee will review the order list and compare it
with the camp strength report.

3. The VNSF S~ will purchase the items ‘and deliver them to the USASF
Company C S5 warehouse.

i, The USASF S~5 will have the items palletized and arrange for their
shipment to the camps,
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- PLaN FOR THE ORGANIZATION AMD OPERATION OF CIDG CANTEENS (COWT D)

54 To insure delivery, one VNSF or USASF will accompany each shipment to
the camp and obtain a receipt for the supplies delivered.

6.. Based on the purchase price of the items; the headguarters committee
will determine the sale prices, print the approved price list, and distribute
it to the camp cantesn.

T~ The canteen profits will be used to pey the civilian employees and es-
tablish an operat:.ons fund, Any additional profits will be used for Projects
beneficial to the CIDG.

' APPROVED TTEMS (U)

The items that may be sold in the canteens are:
CIGARETTES (Ruby Queen and Bastos) not to oxceed 25 packs per man per month.
BEER (San Miguel Beor inmns) not to exceed 10 cans per man per month,
SODA POP (preferably in ca.ns).not to exceed 10 cons per man per month,

The following items are not ratiomed,

MATCHES
CANDY
WASHCIOTH
TOJEL

SOAP
TOOTHBRUSH
CANDLES
SANDALS
STATIONARY

- «-...-..-,-..-—-I\

APFPROVED,
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LIST OF TrEMS SOLD IN THE CLUB

APPROVED P{ PRICE LIST

“YION HAND GIN TIEN S0 LUCKHG
TIEM COST QUAFTITY

RUBY CIGARETTES ~ RUBY 35,00 1 Goi (1 pack)
BASTOS CIGARETTES - BASTOS 18,00 lgol ®
BEER ~ BIERE 50,00, 1 Chai (1 bottle)
ORANGE - CAM 30,00 1 Chai
SUGAR - DUONG 40,00 1 klo (1 kilo)
CODENSED MILK -~ SUA 45,00 1 lon (1 can)
FISH SAUCE - MAM 70,00 1 it (1 lditre)
S0Y SAUCE ~XT DAU 30,00 1 chei (1 bottile)
GREEN BEAN ~ DAU XANH 120,00 1 kilo (1 kilo)
COOKIES - BANH 100,00 1 kilo (1 Ikilo)
CAI\IDjIS ~ KEO 100,00 1 Kilo (1 kilo)
SHOJER SHOES | ~ DEP NHAT 60,00 1 doi (1 peir)
PEWCIL ~ BUT CHI 7,00 1 cay ( 1 each)
RUM ~ RHUM 98,00 1 1it {1 litre)
COFFEE ~ CAFE 200,00 1 kilo (1 kilo)

Tk

DAFNANG ngay 16 thang 10 nam 1967
DANAT'G, DATED 16 October 1967

nguoi dung Khai CONCESS IONATRE

IE ~ TEANG - THUONG
1E -~ THANH- THUONG
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CIVIC ACTIONSUCCESSES

1. {U) A-~333, Chi Linh, 20 August 1967

‘Shortly after the establishment of the CIIG dependent housing area, the Special
Forces Detachment at Camp Chi Linh purchased and distributed rice and sweet cormn
seed to the villagers. They were encowraged to plant small plots next to their
dwellings., This modest initial effort proved to be so successful that the people
began cultivating entire fields. Iate this month the first crop will be ready
for harvest and the area surrounding Camp Chi Linh will be well on its . way

to becoming a productive region once again., With the USASF camp providing local
security and medical and material assistance as needed, the program has been en~
larged to include the civiljans, who are returning now to the area which the _
Viet Cong had once forced them to leave, With the continued efforts of the Special
Forces Detachmernt to assist and advise these people, the re~establishment of

- villages and hamlets in this arca can be foreseen,

2. (U) B-3L, Phuoc Binh District, 2k July 1967

During the past three months, vegetable seeds were distributed to the hamlets
in Phuoc Binh District. The seeds have matured into plants and the plants are
doing fine, The significance of the project is that the people have shovn a
great interest in improving and supplementing their diet. The people have
taken great pride in their gardens and they are in fine shape., Within the next
few months the vegetables will be ready for harvest and should be on their
dinner tables,:

3, (v) A=351, Hiep Hoa, 15 August 1967

The Hiep Hoa market place was once a very muddy and quite unsanitary place due
to the heavy rains turning the market place floor into a thick black mud.
Through the cooperation of the United States Special Forces, the Office of
Civil Operations, the District Chief of Duc Hue District and the Village
Council of Hiep Hoa Village, a shelter with a concrete floor has been con-
structed in the market place. The shelter will provide the people who use

the market a place to sell their goods; a place where they can be out of the
weather and their goods will be off the mud on a floor that is clean and dry,
This shelter is a very good beginning in the campaign to "clean up" the market
place. The second part of this story is about the road leading to the market
Place, The road is heavily used by buses, carts and taxis. The road had many
large ruts and potholes in it that impaired travel on this road. On rainy
days the buses are unable to travel on the road and the passengers, most of
whom were going to the market place, had to walk and carry their goods. The
road was repaired by £illing in the ruts and potholes and then graded so that
a crown existed to let the water rwm off. The important aspect of these projects,
other than their completion, is that they were accomplished with a minimm of
United States help. Local civilians aided the workers on both profcts. The
projects were completed with Vietnamese labor and equipment, and this is a

big step forward in this area toward convincing the District and Village leaders
to rely more on the Govermment of Vietnam and less on United States aid,

Incl 8 to 5th SFGA ORLL, 1 Aug = 31 Oct, 67




CIVIC ACTION SUCCESSES (CONT!D)

h, (v) A-101, Gia Vuc, 13 September 1967

In early June, 912 Hre Montagnards were moved from Viet Cong combrolled
territo:7 to the sccure area near the Special Forces camp at Gia Vuca Due to
tha remoteness of the Gia Vuc camp~-~the District Chief in Ba To, which is
isolated itself, seldom visits Giz Vuc on the border of the province. The
lack of GVN officials, and activities in other parts of I Corps, little attention
could be given to the refugees. Everything has hed to be done by Special
Forces, the CIDG, and most important, the refugees themselves. There 1s a

s.zz Son team in Gia Vuc which was inactive at the time of the refugees arrival,
After being motivated by proving that they could get suppart for projects if
they would worlc and warning them that a report would be sent to province
reconmending vheir pay be discontinued if they didn't, the team is nar active.
The man most responsible for coordinating susvort from govermment agencies and
Company C in Danang is 1LF Warren R. Orr, CA/PO officer of Det A-103. The
first requirement was to provide the immediate necessities--food and clothing--
foar the newly arrived refugees. A& total of h8,595 pounds of CA eupplies were
shipped from Danang in June. This was followed by 13,503 pounds in July and
31,675 pounds in August. The refugees were allowed to return to their ordgina
homesites accompanied by security forces to bring in the large quantities of
rice that they had stored, To build temporary storage bins in Gia Vuc, 110
rolls of rattan and LOO feet of three-foot wide screen were sent from Danang.
The temporary bins consisted of a cylinder of rattan or screen three feeb in
diameter. Approximately 250 eylinders were made and stored in the village
dispensary, village chief!s house, and school, Rather than live in the tin-
roof commmal dwellings typical of refugee camps in Vietnam, the Montagnards
preferred to build individual houses on stilts, a design they are accustomed to.
Bamboo and thatch were purchased by Special Forces from local villagers using
salt and rice as a barter item. Rattan and resettlers kits were shipped from
Danang. 7The refugees began construction on 15 June and to date have completed
163 homes. The Hre work in teams of ten to twenty rmen to erect a hcuse in a
single day. Jnile the men put up the framework, their wives tie the buncdles
of thatch for the roofing., The rapid rate of censtruction is slawed by the
fact that on the day following the completion of each house, the workers do
nothing but admire their accomplishment and celebrate, Nevertheless, in addition
to completing their homes, the refugees have also helped repair a bridge and
refw-ish 4 school, One of the major problems ncw is to obtain textbooks and
secure a GVN-recognized teacher who will instruct the Montagnard children,
The refugees are presently recelving commodities support under the Catholic
Relief Service program and will receive enough rice to satisfy thirty percent
of their total rice nceds wnder a new CARE rice assistance program. Sunport from
CORDS in Quang Ngai Province has been infrequent ard irregular., Self-sufficiency
is the ultimate aim and a demonstration ferm project is being planned with AGR/
CORDS and ScHA (Wighland Affairs)/CORDS. All this was not accomplished without
numerous threats to the refugees, especially prior to the naticnal elections,
that their new homes would be mortared or burned. MNone of the threats have
materialized as yet., One unfortunate incident did occur at election time.
After a PSYOPS campaign encouraging the people to vote, the detachment reporfed
that no ballot box was sent to Gia Vuc, thercfore no voting could take place.
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"PROCRESS AlD PROBLEXMS OF TRA BONG SAWMIIL

1.(U)After four months of operation, it is possible to make an evaluaticn
of the progress of the Tra Bong sawmill and some of the problems that must be
solved to insure ils continued operation. Mr. Jay H. Cravens, Chief of the
Forestry Branch/CORDS/Saigon returned to Tra Bong on 17 August for a follow-up
evaluation. ,

2.(U)Mr, Cravens reported on 1 September that although the sawmill was
operable and in good condition, it was shut dowm due to a lack of money to
pzy the mill operators and %oggers. A load of lumber delivered to the Quang
Ngai Province Chief by armed convoy had never been paid for while marketing
and transportation difficulties were holding up lumber sales, Urgently
' needed operating capital was unavailable, Tin roofing sheets and cement to
complete construction of a shed for the mill, promised three months ago by
CORDS/Quang Wgai Province, were never delivered, Members of the cooperative
had completed the framework of the shed, The loggers also needed a trailer
to ease the task of bringing heavy logs down to the mill,

3,4U)Captain Jenldins, the Company C S5, discussed these problems with
Mr., Cravens at Tra Bong and the following steps have been taken:

a, Despite Mr., Cravens! appeal to CORDS officials in Quang Ngai,
by 1 September, the tin and cement had not arrived in Tra Bong. We have
subsequently sent the materials from Danang, Additional tin will be sent to
construct covered drying racks, -

b, The lightweight log trailer which was desligned by the forestry
branch and built by the Danang Technical School was completed on 17 August
and picked up the following day. Due to a lack of aircraft, it was not de-
livered to Tra Bong until 9 September.

c. Subsequent to the conversation with Mr. Cravens, an ader for
$70,000VH worth of lumber was placed by the S5, This lumber was backloaded
on the Caribou which brought the cement, tin, and log trailer, and delivered
to Minh Long for the construction of two schools. The order was paid for on
16 September,

d. The 55 will continue to place orders as needed foar CA projects.
Payments will be made in piastres and gasoline ensuring the sawmill of an ad-
equate supply of fuel.

L.{U)Based upon a regular production capacity of 1,200 board feet a day or
approximately sixty cubic meters a month, the sammill needs about $600,000VN worth
of sales monthly to maintain production., local requirements do not exceed
$30,000VN worth a month and we are buying about $70,000WN worth. Another half
million is needed. '

5.6U)The S5 is malking an effort to publicize the sawmill and attract cus-
tomers. The US Marines have placed a tentative order for 150,000 board feet
for the construction of bunkers for their rubber fuel tanks. This would keep

Tncl 9 to 5th SFGA ORIL, 1 Aug - 31 Oct 67
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PROGRESS AND FROBIEMS OF TRA BONG Saarrr (coeTm)

the sawmill in production for several months. The order was disapproved ,
however, by the USMC procurement office which quoted MACV Directive 715-2
prohibiting the »purchase of lumber on the local market., The Marire project
of ficer and the 8Y have requested that an excepbion be made on the basis of
the necessity of the bunkers, the Tra Bong price islower than the mrevailing
price, and spending piastres in Tra Bong which is isolated and where the saw-
mill is the sole source of employment will improve the eccnomy of the area
while not greatly adding to inflation in Vietnam. -

6,(U)The Campany C S5 has assumed the role of wnofficial agent for the
sawmill in Dapang. He will continue his campaign to publicize the sawmili, -
secure orders and convert them to cubic meters in order to give cost estimates,
and send confirmed orders to Tra Bong. ’

7.(U) Transportation of the cut lumber will continue to be a problem. There
are two methods open. The first is armed convoy to Quang Ngai. Two convoys
have reached Tra Bong already and have carried back lumber. This method is
preferable to air transport and certainly closer to a normal econamy, however,
the necessary troops and coordination to secure the route may be considered too
costly to effect frequent operations of this type, The second method is to
backload all Caribous arriving at Tra Bong with swpplies, A banding machine
has already been sent and a ramp with rollers should be designed to facllitate
the loadinz of the larger size cuts. The major objection of the pilots is not
the cargo, but the amount of time lost in loading, which cuts down the number
of sorties,

8.{U) Tt is strongly recommended that action be taken to except the Tra Bong
sawmill from the restrictions established in MACY Direction Number 715~2 -
WProcurement!, Restricted Purchase of Commodities in RVN (RCS: MACIu-29),

8 October 1966. The exception which would require the approval of the MACV
General Purchasing Agency Council could be Justified on the following basis:

ay The Tra Bong savmill was established by CORDS/Region I &5 a
project to develop the econamy of the area,

) 'be The Tra Bong sawmill cooperative wes formed with the assistance
of Mr. Archie Hogan, the cooperative's advisor, CORDS/Region I. It consists
of 110 members who share the profits and employs a total of 800 warkers and
loggers, half of whom are Montagnards.

‘¢ The majority of the cooperative members and employees are refugees
who camot return to their land. The sawmill is their sole source of income,

'd. The price charged by the sawmill in Tra Bong is lower then the pre-
vailing prices in I Corps.

@, The convenience and savings offered by purchasing lumber in Tra Bong
as opposed to shipping it from the Philippines or the United Statcs are obvious,
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PROGRESS AND PROBIEIS OF TRA BONG SAWMILL (COFT!D)

£,. The introduction of this sawmill is an experiment based upon
the proposition that a lumber industry could become a major contributor to
the economy of Vietnam.

2, Based upon the above considerations, it is felt that the ad-

vantéges to the Free World Military Armed Forces as well as local economic
development outweigh the remote inflationary threat to the Vietnamese economy.

. 9. {WAny comments or inquiries regarding informetion contained in this
report should be directed to: Commanding Officer, Company C, oth Special Forces
Group (Airborne), 1lst Special Forces, APO US Forces 96337, ATTN: 55.
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AFTER AGTICHK REPORT OF 165TH NVA RGTHENT ATTACK ON TONG LT CHON 7 AUGUST 1567 (U)

I, (C) General

a. Canp Mission. ‘ .
(1) To aid, advise, support and assist the VNSF (LipB),
(2) To conduct border surveillance,.
(3) To organize, equip and train the CIDG forces.
(L) To establish bases to interdict VC routes of commmication. _
(5) To conduct spécial operations as directed by higher headquarterss

~ (6) To conduct operations based oﬁ lnown intelligenco.
b, Capp Location: XT 622812,

ce Major Infiltration Routes: See Incl 1, It appears that trails A, Al,
and B were most heavily used,

d, Significant Terrain Features: See Incl 1. Natural vegetalion and hours
of darkness both provided excellent concealment. Foxholes along trail Al did not have
overhead cover, but bunkers built close to the camp had good overhead cover.

e, Weather: Weather was clear, visibility good, and temperatureiTBO Fe

£, Attitude of Local Populace: The camp is isolated, with no civilian
populace in the surrounding arez.

ge Other: None
2, (C) Friendly Situation Prior to Attack
' a, Disposition of Patrols and Local Security: WNo patrols were out at the
time of attacks, An operation had closed at 062030, and another was scheduled to de~
part 070500, ZLocal security measures were the below listed ambushes and LP'ss
(1) Ambushes (Incl 2): XT 614822, XT 636816

(2) IListening Posts (Incl 2): XT 61778L, XT 657802, XT 623806,

GROGP - L DOWNGRADED AT
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Afwer Action Report of 165th NVA Regiment Attack on Tong Le Chen 7 August 1937 (U)

. but

o

b, Early Wdrning Device: Trip flares were placed in the uire barrierc
did not give ecarly warning as mortar rounds, small arms fire opened the attack,

ce Status of Camp Defensive Positions: Sce Incl L, CIDG persomnel liw: on
he outer perimeter, and maintain constant OP/LP's on the outer wall, These OP/i. 's
are checked by USSF/LLDB at least once every two hours.

d. Intelligence Reports of Impending Attacks. Though the 165th Regimei
was located between Tong Le Chon and Prek Kloc, and SPAR Reports verified the prcsence
of a large unit in their estimated location, there was no indication that the 167.h .
intended to attack Tong Le Chon, The indications werce that Hon Quan, Quan Loi, uud
Tan Hung (1/9) were to be attacked egain (as on 11 July 1967), but this time by - ore
than one regiment. The 10lst was thought to be in War Zone C, The lhlst was rcported
to be moving Northwest from its previous location vic XT 9587 (after 11 July 1967
attacks on Tan Hung), but belived 'to be waiting in Northeast An Loc for another ..tack
in An Loc District, Tong Le Chon was always considered vulnerable to attack and o
choice target, being astride one of the enemy's major infiltration routes (Route 500),
but due to the heavy troop build-up in An Loc, Loc Ninh and upper Chon Thanh Diutricts,
the primary objective was believed to be in An Loc with a diversionary atiack c¢n either
Tong Le Chon or Chi Linh, The VC tended to confirm this theory with excessive vaunt-
ing of their future attacks on Hon Quan and Quan Loi, Battalion size and occasional
regimental size sightings in central, east, and southeast An Loc District tendec o
confirm this theory. It is possible that the heavy and effective H&IL program by both
ARVN and US wnits in An Loc District, and which reportedly caused the enemy many case-

nalties and hindered their massing, encouraged their commanders to try for anotiu., -
less lucrative, tamct outside An Loc District. It is known the’ enemy was looking

for a significant victory prior to the 3 September 1967 election, for propaganda cx-
ploitation. A POJ fram the lilst Regiment stated that his unit attacked Tan Huig 11

July 1967 without making adequate recomnaissance because a "quick" victory was desired,
For a listing of cnemy unit movements from 7 July - 7 Aug 67, Sec Incl 1,
e. Previous Combat Support Requests.

(1) Airstrikes on suspected targets: 5 strikes on targets in the Scuth-
ern portion of Tong Le Chon TAOR the week prior to the attack on the camp were re-
quested and L were flown. Combat operations from Tong Le Chon during the same weci
received 3 immediate TAC airstrikes.,

(2) Artillery H&I fires: H&T missions are fired nightly by 105mm Howit-
zers at Tong Le Chon and by 175mm cannons at Quan Loi, The 175mm camnons fired ap-
proximately twenty concentrations in the Tong Le Chon TAGR the evening of 06 August
prior to the attack. It is not known how mény H&I concentrations were fired by the
ARVN 105mm Howitzer platoon at Tong Le Chon.

(3) Combat Sky Spot: 15 pre-planned missions were requested and flowm
in Tong Le Chon TAGR the week prior to the attack,
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After Action Report of 165th NVA Regiment Attack on Tong Le Chon 7 August 1967 (U)
(4) Red Haze: Mo missions were requesteds

(S) Aerial reccmnaissance: FAC/ALOFT aircraft (Air Force and Army) based
at Hon Quan (Det B-33) fly daily VR missions over Tong Le Chon TACR. No significant
sightings were made prior to the attack. 2

(6) B-~52 strikes: One strike was requested in Tong Le Chon TACR tho
month prior to the attack, but it was not flown. _

f, Status of camp logistics: There were no shortages of critical items
(amrunition, weapons, rations, commmications) at the time of the attack.
2 L] 2

g. Troop morale and discipline: Tong Le Chon has had a2 history, since con-
struction began in March 1967, of high AWOL and desertion rates. Morale has always
been poor, because of the camp's isolation, the lack of recreational facilities, wn-
camfortable living conditions, aud camp construction labor requirements, Discipline
was almost non-existent, :

h. Absenteeism among civilian employees, Both interpreters and skilled con-
struction foremen were obtained only by the offer of premium wages, and usually quit
there jobs after a few days to a couple of weeks on-the-job, Rezsons are the same as
reflected for troop morale and discipline,

i, Other significant situations: Tong Le Chon had only 61 CIDG (in two CRP)
assigned to the camp, The other forces on site were TDY from other camps/locations
for 20-30 day periods.

3, (C) Narrative description of attack.

a, Discription of combat activities during attack of camp: On 070019 Aug,
Canp Tong Le Chon began receiving 60mm and 82mm mortar rounds just cuiside of the
Southern wire perimeter, vic XT 623805, Information of Tong Ie Chon's mortar attack
was immediately passed to Co A, Bien Hoa, SA Sth Div at Lam Son and 3rd Bde, 1lst US
Inf Div at Quan loi. At 070023, counter mortar and counter artillery fires from Tong
Le Chon's 60mm, 8lmm and 105mm Howitzers and Quan loi's 175mm cannons were initiated,
At 070039 VC mortar fire increased, and small arms fire was received at the Southeast
portion of the camp, At 070040 the following support had been dispatched in support
of Camp Tong Ie Chon: 1 flare ship (Sth Div), 1 FAG (5th Div) 1 flare ship (US 1st
Div), 1 FAC (US 1st Div), 2 light fire teams (US 1st Div) , and TAC Air.

: b, At 070050 an estimated reinforced VC company began firing 60mn and 82mm
mortars, small arms, LOmn anti-tank rockets, and 75mm recoiless rifles at the city of
Hon Quan (XT ?538913, location of Det B-33, apparently as a diversion. The VC ine -
creased the intensity of ths morter and small arms to the Southeast.of the Ccomp peri-
motcrs iloving undgr the.cover of thig incrensed fire.support, the VG breached .the
wire on the Southeastern portion of Tong Le Chon's perimeter by employing wire cutting '
squads with very large (US) type wire cutters. Sapper sguads followed with bangalor™

10 -3
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After Action Report of 165th NVA Regiment Attack on Tong Le Chon 7 August 1967 (U)

torpedoes and satchel charges. These elements were then followed by infantry. The
Sapper squads marked the breaches in the wire by tying white rags to both sides of the
breach, At 070105 a light fire team from the 3rd Bde (Quan Loi) and an additional FAC
(Quan Loi) arrived on station., The artillery shifted fires to the Neorth while the
light fire team began firing at VC troop concentrations on the Southeast portion of the
canp perimeter. At 070111 a second light fire team began to work the Southeastern per-
imeter of the camp. At 070122 82mm mortar rounds began falling én the inner perimeter
of the compound. The supply tent received a direct hit, starting a fire, whose smoke
forced abandonment of the adjacent commo btunker, The mortar and small arms fire con-
tinved to increase as the VC penetrated the Southeast portion of the camp at 0157.

By 070207 the Mike Force (2 plats) counterattacked on converging axes and expelled

the VC from the camp by close combat before the VC could take advantage of the pene-
tration by commitiirg reserves located to the West (suspected location) and Southwest
cf the camp. See Incl 2 and L. Reserve committment was intended as indicated by

trail markers leading from the Reserve Assembly Area to the breaches in the wire and
the outer perimeter wall of the camp. It is believed that the untimely explosion of
the Lo2 in, mortar ammo storage area at the time of the counterattack greatly assisted
the counterattack force to contain the penetration (50 percent of the L6 VC bodies
found within the area of the penetration were dismembered).

Co - Bven through small arms fire had diminished by thiz.time, the.comy wor-
tars continued to harass the camp defenders until 070222 when small arms fire began
again at the Southern portion of the camp, AT 070311, even with the increase of air-
strikes to the South and East of the camp, the VC assaulted the South and East walls
of the camp. Heavy automatic weapons fire from camp defenders and several extremely
cffective airstrikes stopped the VC assault by 070358. At 070411 the VC again attacked
the Southeast wall. One (1) VC sguad occupied a conex bunker on the outer perimecter
until all but two were killed at 070535. The two, badly wounded, were CIfA, and later
evacuated to Hon Quan.

d., During the above period Hon Cuan received a total of Ll rounds of 60m
and 82mm mortar, Final mortar attack on Hon Quan was finished by O70L455. Medevacs
from 3rd Bde began at 070820, - A MILPHAP medical assistance team consisting of one
(1) doctor and three (3) Air Force medics, and one (1) USST medic, arrived to assist
in trcating, collecting, sorting and evacuating the casualties, At 070948 VC small
arms fire was received from the West, The VC were silenced by an airstrike and a .~
light fire team. By 071010 the casualties had been evacuated to Bien Hoa, At 071550
the US 1st Bn, 2nd Inf had closed at Tong Le Chon and at 071401 the two (2) Mike Force
companies from Nha Trang closed at Tong Le Chon. By O71LLS the two (2) Hike Force
companies from Bien Hoa closed into Hon Quan and began preparation for cperations in
the Tong Le Chon TACR, ‘

e, Encmy Highlights.

(1) Main TForce: The enemy is believed to have attacked in regimental
strength, The 165th NVA Regiment was bclieved to have had 1,850 men as of 1L July

10wl
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1967, A POW of dubious veracity, stated that one battalion attacked from the Morth-
west, one from the Southeast and one from the West (Carp,Tong le Chon was_surroundéd
with the major attack from the South}. It is believed that another regiment (uniden-
tified) was in reserve to the West and Southwest of camp, but was never comaitted, in-
stead being used for evacuation of casualties suffered by the attecking 165th NVA Reg-
iment.,

(2) Weapons: The 165th is armed with the usual TOE NVA Regiment small
arms and crew served weapons, including the B-L0O rocket launcher, A Mike Force oper-
ation to the East-Northeast of Tong Le Chon on 08 August 1967 is believed to have
heard three (3) 120mm mortars firing one round each at Tong Le Chon, They later
found the mortar positions. There is no record in our OB of 12Qmm mortars being or-
ganic to CT7 or the 165th NVA Regiment. It is not known if these mortars wore fired
during the 7 August 1967 attack,

(3) Tactics: The only significant tactic noted was that squad size
sapper units and wire cutter teams were in the forefront of the assault, The enemy
also appeared to be interested in CIDG prisoners. During one penetrat:.on, at least 7
(and an estimated 20) were observed being led awey from the South wall, They interro-
gc_tec)l the prismsers, and then killed them about 20 hours later (source was ocscaped
Cm I}

(L) Locations of indirect fire weapons: See Incl 2 for only known loca-
tions of crew served weapons discovered 07-08 Lugust 1967.

(5) Withdrawal routes: Trails Al and B are suspected withdrawal routes
(Incl 1), FAC reported seeing a squad sized unit going Norkh on trail Al on 08 Aupust.,
One (1) VC CIA stated his unit planned to withdraw rto.the . South (possibly trail B.),
and the CIDG who later excaped, stated he was lcd Southwest and then Northeast (possi-
bly using trail Al).

f, Camp i?ssponse.
(1) Discipline and morale of troops in heavy contact: An estimated
twenty (20) CIDG from the Minh Thanh company were believed to have surrendered when .
the NVA penetrated the outer wall, The Loc Ninh Company heldr itg positions as best' it
could., Mike Force units had no discipline problems at all,

(2) Locations of key personnel (See Incl.l).

- {a) USASF: The Det CO was initially in the SF Commo Bunker, mov- -
ing to the LLDB Comno Bunker and the Medical Bunker vhen the SF Commo Bunker cowld 3
not remain occupied due to smoke. Hec was often outside of these positions supervising E
resupply of ammunition and directing airstrikes. The Det XO was wherewver his .pros-
ence was needed, and was particularly active in directing artillery fire and aire "
strikes, He led the Mike Force counterattack along with a Mike Force advisor, Four

+
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(L) other SF were primarily occupied with firing the two (2) 8lmm mortars in the immer
perimeter, The Intel Sgt accompanied the CO, acting as radio oporator and messenger.
The medics were in the medical bunker, and the Heavy Wpns Spec saw te it that 8Irm -
mortar and small arms ammunition resupply was being conducted, The Opns Sgt super-
vised mortar and small arms ammunition resupply in additioh to firing the 50 cal mMG.

(b) LILDB: The LLDB Team Sgt was everywhere, heroically active. Ho
positicned himself at points of greatest threat, returned with reports to the LLDB
Camp' Commander, carried ammunition to the ‘outer perimeter, removed CIDG wounded from
the outer perimeter, etc, -The remainder of the ILDB remained in the inner perimeter,
and took relatively no positive actiwn to contribute to the camp defense until ap-
proximately 070300, At this time, two (2) 1LDB assisted the USSF in firing the 8lmm
mortars, The RTO did send CW steadily, but apparently was not received. The LIDB
Camp Canmander remained with the Det CO a majority of the time. _

. . (¢) CIDG: The Minh Thanh Company Commander was killed in his come-
pany's positions., The Loc Ninh Company Commander was observed at both the outer per-
imeter with his company and in the inner perimeter with the LLDB. Mike Force com-
menders remained with their companies, ' :

(3) Contingency plans in effect,
(a) Alert P_ians: These proved effective,

_ (b) Counterattack Plans: Ieast heavily engaged troops would
countorattack threatened positions on erder., This proved effective,

'(p) Destruction Plans: These plans were not used,

(4) Effectiveness of cammmications:

_ (a) Internal: Good communications (AN/PRC~25) and liaison existed
between Mike Force units and the USASF Detachment Commander. Although, HT-k!ig. wore "in
_the hands of both Minh Thanh and Loc Ninh companies and the LLDB, they were not used,
with communications depending on persecnal liaison and observation of the situation
from atop the berm of the inner perimcter.

(b) External: Communications was strietly by FM voice from A=33L
to B-33. Aster evacuating the commo bunker, this eommunications was spotty ‘and 'dif~
ficult to receive. CO A-33L encountercd great difficuvlties ~in operating éne (1) FM
net with Det B-33 and supporting.artillory uhile having to comrunicate with support -
1st Div Camanders md:with air support on another frequeney, ... ,

k7R S v EAA Rt R

(5) Request for support ~ and response to - by higher headguarters:
Requests were promptly made and support promptly received, with the exception noted
below, : ‘ ,
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(a) Flareships: Flareships usually arrive on the scene in 20
- 30 minutes, For some reason, it took almost U0 minutes for tre flrst flare-
shdp to arrive on-station. The second flareship took its directions fram TACAIR
support aircraft, rather than from the USAF FAC coordinating air support, thercby
rendering his support inadequate for approximately LO minutes since he dropped
his flares from too great a height, ’

(b) TACAIR and Artillery Support: Outstanding, with the only
problem erea being the communications difficulibies previously mentioned.

_ (¢) Roaction Forces: HNo difficulties at "A! or "B" Detach-
ment level. The arrival and, stbscquent employment’ of Mike Force units from
Company "A" 3ien Hoa and SFOB Nha Trang was both timely and effective (Mike
Force SF(B arrived 071L401; Mike Force Bien Hoa arrived OT1LL5), .

: : (d) TLogistical Support: Outstanding, especiadlly considering
that Company "A" worked with very little lmowledge of the logistical situation
at Tong Le Chon between 070600 and 071430, SOP emergency resupply items. .(amuu-
nition, food, water, medical supplies and communications equipment) arrived at
Tong Le Chen at 070930, The insecurity of the airstrip coupled with the mop-up
action on tho Southern slopes of the camp precluded earlier arvival of resupply
sircraft (CTA),

(6) Medical Evacuation: The medicdl assistance toem frem Hon
Quan arrived via medevac chopper, At the time, there were many casualties pre-
positioned at the South end of the airstrip, as well as many walking wounded
milling about. These had all received first aid and were bandaged in the camp
by the Det A-33lL medics. As each medevac chopper arrived, the most seriously
wounded litter patients were loaded and the remaining space was used for as many
petients as possible who could sit up, Evacuation of a1l patients was essential-
1y completed by 1030 hours, The biggest problem that emerged wasithat quite a few
soldiers (CIDG & Mike Force) who had received either very superficial, non-dise
abling wounds or no injury a2t all tried to sneak onto the medevac. choppers,
Quite often they had placed bandages over areas of their bodies which had no
wounds in an attempt to deceive the medics, As a result it was necessary to
temporarily remove all dressings from the wounded in order to prevent deseiptions,
At times, it was necessary to forcihly evict malingerers from the medevac aire .
craft, A1l in all, the casualties were handled very efficiently, with an espe-
cially fine job being deme by SSG Morganfield, the Det A-33) medic, As for the
‘problem of malingerers, it is mainly one of discipline and crowd comtrol, In the
future, after each patient is examined by a medic, he should be pliced in an iso-
lated area mear the pick-up point, and no one but bona fide patients and author-
jzed personnel should be allowed in that area, Of course, under extreme durcss,
as was the case at Tong Le Chon, this may nct always be possible,

(6), Reporting Proczdurcs

st Reporting SOP's wére in being and une
dorctood, but thoy wer: not followed dux t

o tho rocdily wndsrotendsble Inability
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of ‘the "A" Detachment members to both carry oub urgeant tasks and concurrently ob-
tain and correlatc. statistics required by these reports, .

Lo . {C) - Tnemy ithdrawal -

a8, . Pursuit of enemy: A heliborne assault to be conducted by lMile Force
units from Bien Hoa was scheduled for 071430 but negated diie to the non-concur-
rence of the plan by the US Div elements deployed to Tong Le Chon earlier that
morning, . It was scheduled for 080900 but due to bad weather and unavailability
of helicopters, the operation was finally cancelled., Sweep nperations in-the
vieinity - of the camp on 7 znd 8 August did find both NVA and CIDG bodies, weapoms, .
equipment, documents, etc, - -

bs Actions of covering force: Wo information available, other than &

statement by one NVA €IL that another unit was.'used to -evacuate WVA casualties, .

Ce«x Effect of friendly reactionary forées, tactical air, and artillery
on enemy withdrawal: Unknown, althonugh it can be assumed that TACAIR and artil- .
lery hastened ‘the withdrawal, and caused casualties, .

de -. Routes of withdrawal, pre-selected assembly areas, way stations s,
nedical facilities, weapons positions: See Incl 1, . Patrols subsequent to the
attack also discovered the following positions (See Incl 2):

(1) XT 617805: Four (L) 82mm nortar positions, .
(2) XT 615809: Four (L) 82mm mortar positions.,.
(3) XT 619811: Two (2) 75rm RR positions.,..

(L)} XT 622808: - Suspected CP location, due to abundance of WD-IL
wire in area,

(5) XT 6080: Hasty trench system capable of protecting two or more
campanies, . '

e, Disposition of cnemy dead andwounded: One NVA CIA stated that he
was part of a thirty-man unit charged with evacuating wommded to the Lang
Nguyen Secret Zone near the Michelin Rubber Flanation. - Elements of a regiment
othier than the 165th NVA Hegiment are also believed to have evacuated dead and
wounded, No NVA graves were subsequentely found, although many bodies were found
in the open,. Bodies found by CIDG after the attaclk were buriéd with quicklime
or burned, and the NVA CIA were evacuated through channels, .

A
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5. Results:

a., Friendiy.

(1) Casualties

UNIT FFD KIL  WIA  MIA  REMARKS
USASF A-33L 10 0 3 0
A~302 3 0 0 0
iha Trong #iike
Forco: L 0 L 0 Arr TLC 071401
TOTAL:
17 0 T ‘0
L1DB: A-167 10 1 1 0
W/A-302 1 0 0 0 KIA 070830
TOTAL: 11 1 1 0.
ARVN Arty Flat: 31 0 0 0
CIDG: TLC CRP #1: 22 0 0 0
TLC CRP #2: 29 1 L 0
Loc Ninh Company:66 2 13 3
Minh Thanh
Company : 76 15 20
TOTAL: 193 18 37 13
Bien Hoa Mike Force: 326 T 12 1
Nha Trang Mike Force: 247 0 7 0
573 7 L9 "1

2) Ucapons ond oquj'_p:ﬁ\.-nt lost damaésd - destroyed or ‘captured,.
1 ] ;

ITEM

Mortar, l.2"
Mortar, 8lmm (Tubes)
# Mortar, 60mm

Recolless Rifle, 57mm

10 One CIf Rtn 110830

QUANTITY
“ToST ~ ~DLWGED

ocooo

QUANTITY QUMMTITY
DESTROYED
0 2
2 0]
2 6
0 1
3.

TOTAL

‘oW

ECLASSIFIED
Aﬁ&:’l[{g g
! _ﬂv@éﬁ
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Grenade Launcher, M-T79
MG Cal 50
I¥MG Cal 30.
Shotgun, 12 Guage
SHG, M-3
Rifle, Cal 30, M-1
BAR
Carbine, M~-1
Carbine, M-2
Rifle, M-16. (USSF)
~ Pistol, Cal LS

# Dehumidifier
Brick Machine

+ Tent, GP
Antenna, RC-292
Water Trailer

% Rations, PIR

#* Web Gear, complete

OO0 O0OOMN
OhE ON O W

N
FHHMDOH o

[

COOO000000000000000O00O0O0CNO M
HFEHHEFNOONWEOOOOOH

) 1
136 Cases 136 Cases
190 Sets 190 Sets

3+ Boots, Bata 900 Pr 900 Pr l
# Trousers, Aslatic Jungle 200 Ea 200 Ea 3
- 3% Shirts, hsiatic Jungle 30 Ea 30 Ea
# Tool, Entrenching 8 Cases 8 Cases . i
s Tin LOO Sheets  LOO Sheets
# Flashlights 10 Ea 10 Ea i
Radio HT~1 0 2
Heater, Immersion 2 2
‘Hogas 35 Barrels 35 Barrcls :
Generator, 5 K/ ;
Radio, FRC-9 i
Freezer *

" Refrigerator

Radiator, Truck M35A2
Truck, 1/L ton, Mi51
# Water Pump

OI—'I—'I—'I—'I—'I—'OONOOOOOOOO—OOOOOOI—'O‘OOOI—'NJ‘—"I—'O

NOOOOOO
N

¥* Iteﬁs stored in supply tent which was destrecyed by fire,

(3) Installation defense positions and facilities cdamaged or des- i

trloyedn .
FACTILITIES/DEFENSES FERCENTAGE OF DESTRUCTION -
1.2 IN MORTAR POSITION (2 ea) and 1007

ammunition storage bunker

i
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o .
»

Conex bunkers on South and Southest 5%
portion of outer perimeter (sand bag

reinf torn; conexes perforated with

small arms fire)

Wire barriers on South and Southeast portion hog
(2 lérge breaches)

Supply Room Tent 100% (Destroyed by
‘ Fire)
POL Storage hrea 1004 (Destroyed by
Fire)
CIDG Mess/Club 50%
Commo Bunker (TOC) 108
Generator Shed 20%
bQ_A Ene]ny't

(1) Casualties: 152 (USBC) KIi and two (2) CIA, The KIiA fiqure
also includes one of the CIA that died of wownds shortly ‘after capture.

(2) ¥eapons and equipment captured,

Type Quentity
Russian T.62mm AK-L7 2L

(Chicam '?._62 assault type 56)

Russian 7,62 Carbine SKS 7
(Chicom 7,62 Carbine Type 56)

62 Heavy MG SHG 2
2 MG Type 52)

Russian
(Chicom .6

.62 IMG RP-L6 1
.62 1MG type 58)
N
)

7
1
Russian 7
(Chicem 7
7

T

2 IMG type 56)

Russian 12,7mm Heavy MG DSHK 38 2
(Chicem 12.7 Heavy type Sh)

Russian Launcher REG-2 L
(Chicom Anti-Tank Launcher type 56)

) A,rﬁl: Lottt ) T
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Russian RPG-7 ' 1
US Ml Rifle .2
75m Recoiless Rifle w/Russian Sights 1

(3) Captured Documentss: Miscellaneous documents, a flag bearing
the number "56L" (no 0B recard) and personal items identifying bearers as mem-
bers of the 165th NVA Regiment were evacuated to Co A 52,

(L) Other: Nane.

(5} Remarks: None,

6., (U) Lessons Lecarned: (Sec section 2 of (RLL, Commander's Observations
and Recommendations)

RONNIE A. MENDOZA
MAJ INF
Commanding




DATE

NO. '

8 Jul
8 Jul

8 Jul
11 Jul

12 Jal

18 Jul
30 Jul
30 Jul
30 Jul

o
&

Bwoaoun =W

Location of Enemy Unitbs

UNTT

165th NVA Inf Regbe.

1h1st NVA Inf Regt,

101st NVA Inf cht..

115t NVA Inf Rogt.

1L1st NVA Inf Regt.
7th NVA Div. HQTS

165th NVA Inf Regt..

1l1st NVA Inf Regt.

1l1st WA Inf Regt.

Unloc ¥zar Zono C

¥T 3885

T 3976
XT 855 880

XT 6567 873
YT 9096
XT 6298
FISHHOOX A
YT 8996
XT 8487

REA

SOURCE /EVAL

IT FFORCEV
Rallier (IX
FForecV )B/2

II FForeeV B/2
I FF (B Summary
B/3

B-33 Source F/3
II FFORCEV B/3
Company npt OB
Gompany'"ﬁ“ (8]
Company "Al 0B
Various Source
II FFORCEV C/3:«
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Enemy Contacts between 071200 Jul and 071915 Aug 67

‘1, 071200 - 08200 Jul, Opn China Boy 1/7 made contacts with small VC wnit
XT 577837, Friendly casualties were 1 LF slightly wounded, Enemy casualties
were 3 VC KIA, 6 VC ViIA, :

2, 080700 Jul, Opn China Boy 1/7 made contact with one VC Sguad XT 553862,
After exchange of SA, VC withdrew North, Negative Friendly cacual ties, Enemy
casualties unlmoum; ' '

30 08143 Jul, Opn China Boy 1/7 made contact with one VC platoon XT 550850.
VC was moving East when VC SA firc was exchanged VC withdrew South, Negative
friendly casualtics. Enemy casusIties 1 VC KiA, ' '

ke 091450 Jul, Opn China Boy 1/7 wade contact with 1 VC platoon XT 536838,
Af<er exchange S&4 fire, VC withdrew Northeast, with Mike Force in pursuit., Nega- _

tive friendly casvalties, VC casualties unimowm,

5, 122230 Jul, 1 PF Squad made ‘contact ~“th est 1 VG Campany at XT 78790L,
Friendly casualties 5 FF KIA, 5 FF WIA, 1 HP-1 Radio and 7 individual weapons
were lost, Enemy casualties unknown, '

6, 121000 Jul, CIDG made' contact with est 1 VC Régiment XT 675862,
Friendly casualties 3 CIDG XIh, 3 CIDG WIA, 3 CIDG MIA, Enemy casualties wnlmown,

T, 142025 Jul, a Province Recon Unit arbush made~contact with 1 VG platnea
XT 773886, VC fired S/A, MG and threw hard grenades. Friendly unit returned fire
ad VC withdrew West, Contact broken 142040. HWegative friendly casvaltiecs, Un-
knoewn eneny ecasualties, '

8., 181635 Jul, Opn Tong 2/7 made contact with est VG Platoon during body re-
covery mission XT' 67686l contact lasted 15 minutes, Two friendly were WIA by
friendly artilliery. -

9. 212013 Jul, China Boy 3/7 spotted L6 VC on trail and calléd in 12 rounds
105mm. Enemy withdrew North at 212016 with unknown casualties. Friendly casual-
ties m_agativeo :

10, - 231340 Jul, Opn China Boy 2/7 hit an enemy mine XT 5688L9, Friéndly
clement moving in column when the friendly point squad hit an enemy mine.
Friendly casualties were 1 MF XIA, 5 CIDG WIA,

- 11, 251600 Jul, Opn Minh 7/7 conAct with 1-VC ‘Company at XT 550645, Enemy
fired 8/A and friendly withdrew NE, enemy fired S/A, contact broken251630, :
Friendly casualties were 1 CIDG KIA 2 CING WIA, 20 CIDG MIA, Y interpreter MIA-
Encmy cachalties: .1 VC KEA, 1 Carbine CIA, : ' '

12, 2809k5 Jul, SF Opn fram A-33Y made contact with est 2 VC platoons XT
56663L, S/A and Artillery fired. fInemy broke contact 280950 and withdrew Norih,
Negative friendly casualties, Enemy casualtics unlmown.

10-1k
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Enemy Contacts betwesn 071200 and 071915 Aug 67 (Cont)

13, 311000 Jul, Opn Tong L/7 made contact with 1 VC platoon XT 585827,
VC walked into friendly ambush, aftcr exchange of Si, VC broke contact and with-
drew West. Negative friendly casualties, Unknewn VC casualties,

14, 031305 Aug, China Boy made contact with one VC Co XT 565880, Frlendlf
was moving on’ operation route when friendly point discovored VC basc camp. S/.
fire exchanged, VC broke contact #nd withdrew Northwest, Contact broken O31LLOC,
Friendly casualtles were 1 USSF Kifi, 1 MF KIA and 2 MF WIA, Eneny casnaltics
were 11 VC KIA, CIA 5 Al~L7, 2-lOmm Grenade launchers, 1 Russian Rifle, 15-Anti-
Tank mines, Fuses and 2,000 feet firing wire, 15-20 Grenades and documents, food,
armo and clothing destroyed in bvasc camp by China Boy,
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15, OL1LLS Aug, China'Boy 1/8 made contact with reinférced platoon XT |
583868, After exchange 5/A, VC broke contact’at OL1516; and VG withirew North~ .
east, VC-fired when frlendly troops were 60 meters distant. Negative friendly
casualties. 1 VC X¥Ti, 1 VC WIA,

16, 070050 Aug, Special Forces Camp A-33L (Tong Le Chon) came under mortar,
RR and S8A attack, The enery over ran part of camp,... About 070730 camp was cleared,
estimated friendly casualties 2 SF WLl slightly, Other friendly =approx 200 WIA i
or KIA, _VC caSualtics (see all this report), ' i

17, 080115 Aug, 1/2 US Infantry Division located outside Tong Le Chon per-—
imcter received 25 to LO rounds of mortar.fire from the West. ~ Negative friendly -
casualties, VC casualtics unknown, .

18. 081020 Aug, South portlon of Tong Le Chon received approx 20 rounds of A
60m end 82mm coming from the Bast, Immediate counter mortar and counter Arty = :
plans were fired to the East vic XT 624 819, On 082045 a flare-ship from 1lst UGS ;
Infantry Division arrived and began firing to the Bast XT 624819, VC stopped
firing and withdrew to the North East, 082310, China Boy 3/8 received 3 rounds
of 60mm from the Northwest XT 670860, 3 rounds léndod- in.tho.wic. XT 670872 but
negative friendly casualiies, 105mm,fr0m Tong Le Chon and 175mm Quan Loi re-
tumed fire and will continue H&I both along North South trail vic XT 665864 and
in support of China Boy 3/8. VC mortar firc stopped at 082315 and VC withdrew
West, IUnknown vC casualties. Friendly casualties negative,

[P A T Ry SRR

19, OT71915 fug, 1/28 1st US Infantry Division located vie Minh Duc hamlet
XT 715817 conducted hagdy - ambush, 1 VC KIA, 1 LK=L47 CIA, Negative friendly case -
ualties, -072207, 1/28 begen ‘an receiving mortar roundss  At.Q722L0. ost VO Co pene-~
trated 1/28 perineter, h VC KIA. Friendly 6 US KIA, 23 US WIA,.
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EZnemy Sightings between 19 Jul - 8 Aug 67

19 Jﬁl 1 VC Battalion XT 570570 to XT 592539

11 Jul 500 Ve |  XT 701838

23 Jul ' - 100 VC XT 602627 to XT 580630
2, Jul - 1007C XT 66L88L

2l Jul - 60 VC XT 602627 to XT 580630
2l Jui VC Company | XT 5506L5

2l Jul : " 70°VC - - XT 680%0L

26 Jul VC Company : XT 794537

26 Jul 150 VC _ XT 7L0796

26 Jil VC Battalion XT 754805

27 Jul - Loove XT 720819

1 Aug | 10 Ve XT 680,877

2 Aug VC Battalion XT 725838

3 Aug - ' VC Flatoon XT 585827

b dug 100 VC XT 687947

7 Aug 100 VC- XT 770790

7 Avg 1 VC Battalion XT 719928 to XT 796935
8 iug 100 VC ~ XT 68386L

8 fug 50 Ve XT 660950 to XT 690950 to

XT 690930 to XT 660930,
31 Jul VC Battalion XT 6680863,
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Si7E AND GOI-xPOSTTIO“I OF PATROL
30 CRP, 2 Companics CiDG, 3 LLIB, 3 UsSsF, 2 U, S.E o. Party
MISSION OF PATROL
Feliborne assault, Search and Destroy and Night Ambush
TIME OF JEPARTURE/TIME OF REETURN
Departed: 310900/Returnad 022200 (Operation Patrol Leadar 111)
CONDUCT QOF PATROI-
4. Patrol Route

IT 116697 to IZ ALPHA XT 072835 via ‘Heliborne Assault to
XT 041822 on heading of 260 4 g az to XT 045815 on
heading of 141 deg mag az to 072807 to IT 073778 to Hwy
22 on heading of 110 deg ma az, Bouth on Hwy 22 vic

iT° 096764 to TRAI BI T 1 g

b, Terrain:
ungle, swamp, double canopy

¢, Obstacleg: :
Vehicular type mine field XT 098764 to XT 102755, river
XT 096763

d. HMineg and Booby traps: '
aymors type mines at V¢ base camp (XT 040822), vehicle

"type nines on road XT 095?64 to XT 102753, CBU vic xm 068807._

e. Action uo-n encountar with enemy forceg:

ement; ;-,.po F=mBDBTMY. »
arms and ic weapons fira. Friendlioa
Amnediately returned smasll arms and automatic weapoug fire
&nd attempted asgault. Bnemy detonated two more claymoro-
type mines and repuls&d the assault,

ENREMY INFOEMATION .

TSR
b, Strength: o _
stimated enemy platoon reinforced with heavy weapons (HHG'B). o
¢. Composition: : | C
~ Typical %G Inrantry "G“ type unit. _ -
4. Activity: ' o
ating or preparing meal.
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1. A% approximately 1500 hours, 31 October 1967, during !
Cperation TRAT 10/9, as the lead persoanel of %he Combat
Reconnaissance Platoon (CRP) approached the vicinity of
cocrdinates IT 042822, a claymore type eneny mine was detonated.
Simultansously, small arms and sutomatic veapons fire was placed
‘on the CRP cauging heavy friendly casualties (4 XIA, 7 WIA, 1
USSF WIA). An immediate attenmpt was made to deliver a heavy
volume of fire and assault the enemy, who were in a tremchline.
Two nore enemy claymore type mines were detonated inflicting
further friendly casualties. The additional enemy small arms and
automatic weapons fire, identified as AK~47 and/or 12,7mum HMG
or 50 cal HMG, cansed further friendly casualties. The totel
friendly casualties were: 2,_,9 walking wounded, 8 gtretcher . BIA
(2 of which dled of wounds” dUFing theé night after contacﬁ&had_
been broked, and 1.JSSE.walking woun ded.

2. The report relsyed back to the command element was that
the CRP platoon had spottsd the enemy in the act of eating ox
Preporing a meal, A decision was made by the LLIB to enter :he
base camp with the CRP and attempt to galn the element of su.prise
and agsault the enenmy, Evidently, the enemy had heard the friendly
unit approaching and walted for a lucrative target to get within
killing range of big claymore type mine. The USSP Sergeant had
been with the lead elements advising on tactical employment vhen
the contact was suddenly initiated by the enemy, The USSF Sergeant
attenpted to rally one of the CIDG company lead platoons to :;oin
in the assault, as the CEP was receiving heavy casualties. Cnly
a few of those personnel Joined the battle, they themselves
receiving many casualties. :

5. 4&n immediate call was attempted to higher headquartcrs for

a FAC and gunships in order to attempt evacuation of the wounded
Y : xtraction. Initial communications atternts
were negatlve even after pldading a long antenna on the PRC-.25 ‘
radiog, shifting to sevaral frequenciss, and relocating the radioa.
Eventually, comm 8 were egtablished with the rel site
a i » 7The relasy system caused further delay in trari-

tting information when the operators did not relay the infc.-
mation as received. The context of the messages were changed
many times. Another reason given by the operator at the relay
slte was that he had just come on duty and was not aware of ‘whab

' was going on. Further problems in communications were: elements

of the support not having points of origln or the latest agsigned
frequencies to the operational unit (as much of the comaunications ‘
was effected on a dlfferent channel than that agsigned). Fortunately,
the FAC had a base frequency W8: had established before the . '
operation in order to shift him to the latest operational frequency
asglgned to us after the opefation had commenced and lnsertion on
the initial LZ had been completed. The friendly location had to be

(1)
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moving the column to the PZ in order to extract at least the !"H-i-tviA
most seriously wounded. His reply was that he would try &o
sstablish physical contact with the lead company by having

vosn send men back with a flashlight to gulde us forward.

. After 15 to 20 minutes, there was still no contact as the men
were never sent back, I urged the counterpart to move the column
forward but by then he said he couldn't get the men to move.

Me%ﬁﬁhilea tbe METEVAC was called off.and a peripeter was
established where the reaminder of the night wag gpent, The FAC

communications was meintained through an arﬁfilery A0

relay. Knowing that we bad critically wounded personnel but
nMW’%e’d gach wounded TR vigiaT =T Was -
oot aware of the extent of the wounds. One man had his legs

ost completely by automatic weapons fire and also had
a_stomach wound. Another man had a stomach wound. Bgih men

bled to death during the night, '

6. As reported by survivors of the CRP platoon, there were
five VC bo%%es gounted. All had been armed with AX 47 or 50
essau es and wore parachute cloth scarves. One squad
leader sald he personally killed two with a hand grenade and asg
he attempted to capture their weapons, he was shot in the right
arm. It is very probable that the five VC bodies were counted
as the CRP personnel are highly reliable and the best fighting
troops in Camp TRAI BI, By the time the friendly bodies and

wounded personnel had been Tetrieved,.the enemy had dragged sway
h¥eCasualtles. —Therefore, the USSF personne: could.nof§§§E€ﬂE”

¢BEI1rmation of enemy killed. .

7. Aq_ﬁéﬁgkhiishﬁﬁ_ngs,mésggugggxiagsghgangﬁ P2 %o
conduct the VAC. The confusion and disorganization tHere

a8 durlng the enemy contact, XEventually some form
of control was established and total casualty counts reconfirmed.

xS serked. by walldng wounded, eritically wounded,
lesger wounded sand dead bodies, Weaggns and equipment of the ™ ‘
.d€ad and more seriou ;xuggggggdmmﬁr3z§aﬁﬁ€i§ﬂ?‘ﬁﬁﬁﬂi§ﬂ?§ﬁﬁf&ssignsd

£ ~Tetarn them to Camp TRAL BL. MRDEVAC commenced
about 0800 hours, 1 I herel967.., The more seriously wounded
eTgﬁ?‘ﬁfﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ??'%gggsgfsge extracted first followsd by threo
sorties of the lesser wounded and walking wounded, The fourth
sortie extracted the seven bodles and the USSF SBergeant. Three

sorties of rsplacements, to include the LLIB camp commsnder, and
annunition resupply were flown after the HEQEI&E.

8. ' The LLIB camp commender tock command of the operation
and regained control of the troops. Before continuing the
movement south, both he and 1 agreed not to go north dus to
lack of immediate artillery or air suppaert, low morale of the
troeps and lack of sufficient strzength to asssult or envelope
& strong enemy base camp. I had requested a reinforcement of one
company and replacement of the LLIB counterpart and the entire

(3)
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CRT platocn in ordex to return north to the base camp to make
an assossment. Ve received replacements.only for the wounded
vgxsonnel. I advised vhe LLDB commander, afber Learaiig oF Hi's
‘proposed plan and route, that we agsesstha base camp which had been
contacted during operation THAL 16/7 at coordinateg T 040822,

He agreed and we proceeded south., The formation was in three

axis. Artillery fire was placed on asch successive objective
goan after leaving. . _ :

C QECLASSIFED " 5
ySe7erar
il T
le_ 4 o

-

2. We egrrived at vic cosrdinates XT 068807 where we found

a CBU bomblet. It was left in place due to itg sangitive

nature. The coardinates wera recorded. The route of march
shifted to the northeast where we arrived at viec coordinates

¥ 070803, & perimeter of defensa was established and night
ambushes set up along the IQGO road, the north south trail vie
coordinates ZT 073087, and the trail runming north east-south

west vice coordinatas y u 074798, No contact was esteblished
although the road had signs of recent bicycle and foot trarffic

and the tralls had signg of recent foot traffic. This location
was where inltlal direct contect was asteblished with Camp TRAI BI.
The morning of 2 Nov 67, we moved in a goutherly direction to make
an assessment of the enemy base camp reported coordinates

XT 070780. During the crossing of the clearing at coordinates

LT 074785, a report was received by the right flank security that
they had spotted one VC who ran west into the jungle. Artillery
fire was called for by the LLIB commander and placed vic coord-
inates XT 071785. The crossing was made at the clearing because
the water was not as deep (chest high to Vietnamese) in the

center as it was on the flanks. This clearing is definitely not

a goed LZ., Upon reaching the south gide of the cleering we
crossed a north east- south west trail vic coordinates XT 074784,
indlcating signs of recent VC use. Square rubber tire type choe
footprints were very prevalent. The move continued south to the
coordinatas where the enemy base camp was reported. Upon reaching
the area, it was evident that the location had been thoroughly
saturated by artillery fire, I advised the LLINB commander to _
send out patrols to try and find trenches. About 15 minutes later,
a report camé back from the patrol to our east that they had found
the camp. Xt was at coordinates KT 073778. It had been entirely
-missed by artillery fire. Evidently, during the contact by the
TRAT BI 10/7 operation, the supporting artillery fire had been
placed to the east side of the camp for fear of bringing 175mm
artillery rounds too close to friendlies, This placed the camp
between the artillery fire on the east and the frienrdly force on
the vest. Subsequent artillery strikes missed the base camp also.
& FAC was called to the area. A smoke grenade pinpointed the
center of the base camp allowing the FAC to get a dsfinite fix,

(8)
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A thorough assessment of the base caup provided the followliag:

a. Tweaty foot well with mmooth sides and wood planiking
at opening, centrally located.

b. Three rings of trenches each about 100 meters in
. diameter. The entire base camp was -about 400 meters
in dlameter. :

C» The trench system was ﬁp to four feet deep with
: niches carved in the inner walls to allow one man to
. eurl up tight,  Probably used as alr rald shelter.

- Two-man fighting positions wlth ovsrhead cover and

- nicheg carved into the inner wall were constructed

about every 20 meters, The niches appeared to be :
cat ont up to two feet into the walls to allow
firing into the lnner perimster after an enemy had _

’ crogsed the trenches. There were one-man fighting

positions dug on the outer rung of the trenches. These
were 10 meters outalde of the trenchlime. .-

4. The btrenchline connected with the cooking arsa which wes
dug off to the aide of the tremch., It was about 4 feet
deep, 10 feat long and 10 feet wide, A4 dirt shelf was
cut ount in ons wall where barbecue type pits were dug.
‘Mrewood was stacked close by. 4 raised camouflage.
overhead cover was the only type strueture found.

e, There were blcyocle rims, front wheel forks, water
- wsarbhenware Jugs, & plle of old hardwood pungl stakes, -
5 gallon metesl containsrs, a Jungle type plth helmet
very well weathered, and varlous odds and ends of Junk.

The camp showed no signs of very recent uss. It was probably
abandoned after the contact made during Operation T 10/7, 2&%
October 1967. The FAC was requested to place an alrstrike on

~ the camp the followlng d&z2y. ' : '

10. The move coantinued south east to vicinity coordinates

. XT 096764 on Highway 22, Here a total of three vehicular mines
wsre found on the road, They gere wraspred with cardboard and had
clover leaf type pressure plates. They were placed on both slides
of the road in position where wheeled vehicles would roll over
them. They were buried not more than three lnches 1n the ground,.
Two ware destroyed by USSF personnel and the coordinatesd of all
others reporbed. Mines were found from the abovée coordinates north
of the river to coordinates XT 102753 south of the river.

(5)
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11. The movement continued south to Cag; TRAT BI’@@Iml {w ,W“mm
022200 hours November 1967. The LLIB commander becsme ill from- -
internsl disorders. -

12. Recommendations:

a, That all personnel attendling the brieflngs for &
' heliborns operation ensure that all personnel
. involved with the operation, directly or indirectly,
"~ at the time of the execution of the operation or
' at a later time during the operation, be thoroughly
* briefed and receive current and accurate information,
... Examples are: not receiving the propar points of
o qrigin or operational frequencies and call signs.

. be That Eersonnel asgigned to the relay site at NUI
... - BA TEN be only highly experdienced and gkilled
= .radio operators. They must be instructed and

¥ IR oriented not to change the context of & nessage.

© G- That plans be - rirm and coneretc ror the support;ng

.77 elements of & heliborme operation to be available

..+ 'on call within & reesonable minimal time, . Partic-

. %*Qular%g;in a very remote area., There was supporting
' ‘artiliery prior to the contact, . bowever, upon.

~+ displacement of the guns to TA 7Y NINH Went, there was

- "a time lapse before the gunships arrxived and after o

* . the air.strike had been delivered 1eav1ng the unit -

.7 'without any typa of Iira support. This could.have e
. bean disastrous. : .' , o

.4, That all ‘pexsonnsl relaymng, or raceiving inrormation,';
- relay g1l information to the base camp of the -
**;5:oporational unlt. involvedr

,,cmtinifz:ation of ﬁ, pdmbg"r %n ‘gh

: , gpezations be_ e aggg A

M “They musi be.gAnable af azare ieely
- controlling the CIDG frpops. They.mnah.he oxiented

R ST ce o USSP personnel. DATLL. ey
-wgﬁww'm g Jap?o}; i

" Tpue, we must not compare them to our "occidentgl"
- ways, However, when the adviggp's role becomes one ;”,
of "going along for the walk™ fhen K

TORTSm 18 a waated erfogg down at the level of the
adﬁisor 1n ggq:xgglgg

e.
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.£. That base camps not be assaulted frontally in only  |n BN s
one direction. The size ghould be determined by T e
probes. Artillery, when available, should be placed

-on possible escape routes to contain the. enenmy,
Once the approximate size is located, the friendly
unit should pull back to allow gunships, hesavy .
artillery and alr strikes to hit the target. Tinen
an assault can be made to conduct a f£inal sweep and

- agsessnent., This method will limit the number of

. friendly casualties. ‘ o :

9. That all campa be ensured of obtalning a polaroid camera
without delay. Many items of valuable intelligence -
information is lost because of the need to word deseribe
objeot# and base camps. ‘ SO
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