
• • DZP .. ~n.TI:ENT OF T'.HE APJ/Y 
HEADQUARTSRS 3D BRIGA:1E 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

APO San Francisco 96268 

A VDCTB-CO 10 }~a reb 1968 

SUBJECT: Letter of Comrrtendation 

TO: Cormnan:ling Officer 
l88th Helicopter Assault Company 
APO 96268 

14 I would like to take this opportu_11i ty to cormnend you and your 
unit for the fine suprort you afforded the 3d 3rigad~, 25th Infantry Di­
vision on the night of 1-2 January 1968. The decisive victory this command 
experienced at the no~-: i'amous Battle of Soui Cut ~v-ould hardly have been pos~· 
sible .. had it not been for the outstanding perfor.nance of the "Black I-Jidov:s1 • 

2. Hampered by hazards of dust and darkness, in additi:m to direct 
enerrw fire, your aviators displayed astute professionalism while resupplying 
our ground troops with badly needed am~nition. The spontaneous resupply 
sorties you furnished us "t<.rith during th8t ni_ght are testimony to the "Bl2.ck 
WidoHst1 1 wall knor·m tea:mHork and combat recordc In addition, the arrival of 
your unit at Katum, at the he5.ght of the battle, was a significant morale f2c~~ 
tor both to the. combat and combat support troops of this com.rnand,. 

-3., Again, I cornrnencl you .i'or your untiring efforts. 'I'he 183th Helico}-· 
ter Assault Compal'ly has assisted this brigade on· nu1nerous occasions. I can~· 
not express too strongly the respect and admiration both myself and the of­
-..ficers and men of the Jd '3rigade have .for the "Black ~!idows:t.. I look fo:r-vJar,_l 
t.o uv.r joi!lt_:efforts on .future oper,:rtic";::.. 

·~-4Pcu-
LE:ONA.F'J) H. DA311S Jli. 
Colonel, Infantry 
Commanding 



• DEP AR.Tl·[·~ET OF TIE ATU·fi 
HEADQU!-lR'I'EF:.S 269TE CO~·!FJA'l' AVIATICN BAT'ff\J_,IUU 

ltPO 96353 
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AVGC-F 13 Ne.rch 1968 

S1JBJ3C'l': Letter of Comnend2.tion 

Con:aa.11ding Officer 
188th Ascault Helicopter Company 
!J>O 96268 

1. On the occ:.::.sion of the departtu'e of the 188th Ass nul t Helicopter 
Compe.ny from this corm1and, I take plcr.sure e::rtending to you persone.lly 
and to all officers and men of the Black Hido'vrs my cone;r::tulations for 
outstc:...nd:ing perfornwnce of duty c>nd my sincere appreciation for the m.eny 
fine missions performed by your co~~end. 

2. Since my af:sumption .of connend of this Battc>_lion some six '\·reeks e.go 
the Black Uido1,;s have been called upon meny times to perform difficu~ t · 
and dangerous missions. Invarir-~bly these missions he.Ve been performed 
l-rith high skiJ.l, daring, 2nd professionalism. Time and D.gain, your 
company has been cc.lled upon to render prompt end immedi:.:..te sup~;ort to 
other units of this co:mnrmd. This suppol~t ho.s consistently beGn given 
with the sEJD.e outstand:L11g speed f'nd efficiency tho.t he,ve so che.racterized 
all Black: HidoH activities. These actions are indicative of hieh morale, 
espirit ond devotion to duty. All are products of solid leadership. 

3. Loss of the Black Hi6oEs Hill deprive this Battalion of a valuc,ble 
asset not easily replaced. Ho• .. revG:~, I truce pride in kno::rine that the 
Ble.ck Adlers are receiving a tough, dependable, combat ready conpeny, 
\·Thich c::m be depended unon to render C't solid account of itself in all 
situations. 

4. l:Ga:in, .I corunend you· end the entire company for a job uell done c.nd. 
wish you continued success :in all future endeavors. 

EDCi ~l F. TODD 
L'l'C , P..rty 
CoiP.rn.anding · 


