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r Quitk . Thinking,': Amb~Sll:~'Patro/:Kills 1 VC 
3RD BDE - Quick thinking . Leaving the southern end or . men to realize I that ' they were to keep the enemy at bay. PFC lip or the crater, lightly wound-

by an ambush patrol that was the perimeter at 11:30 p.m. the · In the line or a· major · attack John Marts from Owaneco, Ill, Ing one or the men. 
caught In the direct line of at· patrol traveled 400 meters down on their battalion, and their only kept his M-110 machine gun be· By dawn the unsuccessful at­
tack on the 3rd Bde, 25th Inf a main trail berore angling In chance for survival lay In main· low ground level until he could tack had been beaten back, and 
Div fire support base Burt re· to the right. "We had been set talnlng a purely defensive pos· see enemy troops creeping up to a relnForclng element had mov­
sulted In their pulling back to In place .for half an hour," said ture. For the rest of the night, throw grenades. "We knew we ed to the ambush site to escort 
a bomb crater where they held Ridley. "Around 7:30 the perl· the patrol called In artillery con· were surrounded and would not the patrol back to friendly lines. 
off an all night attack killing meter opened up and a little centratlons and provided targets be relieved until dawn," 11&ld Seven enemy bodies were round 
at least seven enemy troops. later we began to hear the Viet for the gunships and aircraft Marts. · "To conserve ammo I within 15 meters or the bomb 
This action took place during Cong talking all around us." . pounding the enemy's line or at· waited untU they came close crater, and four heavy blood 
the Battle of Soul Cut that re- "Then some Viet Cong came tack between their position and · enough so I couldn't miss and trails led ·from the Immediate 
suited In 382 Viet Cong kllled. down the path, Jed by a man the perimeter. ;. · .. , ' 1 "· • • then put a few,.bursts Into the . area. 

The ambush patrol from Char· with I fiashllght," commented The only reply to the enemy enemr and got bac'k down In the "It was I real hairy experl· 
lie Co, 2nd Bn (Mech), 22nd Inf, PFC Wllllam Thompson from ' heavy small arms fire and hand hole.' eilce," remarked Ridley back at 
was led by SSG Mark Ridley Seabrook, Tex. "We threw some . Th 1 1 h the fire support base, "and I 
or San Antonio, Tex, with only hand grenades and got them.'' grenades thrown by the .circling e on Y casua ty came w en never want to go through any· 
two weeks In country. Although By then SSG Ridley had re· · enemy troops was defensive fire a CHICOM RPG-2 round hit the thing like that again." 
the New Year Truce was In ef· celved word that the whole fire , . . , • " ... . , · . ' 
feet, previous mortar attacks support base was under heavy . s ·' ·· 1e:.: ._i· .. ::;r. H '.: d 't H d Ab t 
which had broken the truce enemy contact. With friendly .50 · · r.:. · 
prompted the "Triple Deuces" cal. and enemy fire cracking . na e ~- ,. a n ear OU 
~~t::1~~~oc~!':i~~~~e!in~!~h i;~: :vt~r:i~d·c:~~e:S!'1o~r!r~;~;ts~~ / j1Q·· '·"<: ·:'~ : 1~w~l~~'.'.· il . Qf. A . . . . Ch 
rol out as counter-mortar secu· up Jn a circle. . ~ .. , . ·"'· .. ~.. . ua I .. · .. · rmy · OW 
rlty for the support base. It took only a mome~t for tht! ;· , . . ; .: · ... , fr . , '! ·::·' . ·'. ":~ . , . 

S d S • .. c ._.. .· · lST bDE - When the 25th inr slowly but surely through the · dermlst, skinned the snake · and 

qua urpr1ses. ong :)\ : Dlv's !588th Engr Bn moved to · battalion area, making ttralght : mounted the skin on a long 
· . , , ~ . ~ . ., Katum1,tl0 km1 northeast of Tay · for the mess hall. SGT David plank. The dried skin now 

· •d· · ,. .. · · .b~· lo ':!' h. ' : ~ ,": Ninh, · mey set up In ·a· heavily ; M. Beaver of Royal Oak, Mich.+ . stands on display outside Gardn· 
· ,,,. ·. : wooded arel and tbut caine into · Joined forces with Pigue In an · · er's bunker, a reminder for all In Attempte Am us ': . :·; <:ontact with I large iiuinlm': of . effort to chase . the snake off . to keep constantly alert while 

. . . . . . ', . " ·, Jungle <:reaturesk,,, Tber.li .share . with rocks and sticks, but to no In the Jungle. 
CU CHI - SGT Vince Iacono, from a dirt berm to their front. . their bunkers;_ and <,tenu · •. wfth .. ., avaU. . · · . · . Battalion spokesmen reel the 

20, of Brooklyn, N.Y., knew his A bullet slammed Into Iacono'i frogs, lizards, 1plderil,~, a~d I.ft '. : When It became apparent that snake was attracted by the 
patrol had to stop the Viet Cong . shoulder. . . . . . , · one <:ase, •large tbake(,::.: . ·:..~: the snake was determined not smell of food from the messhall, 
at all costs before they reached Disregarding his wound the The . engineers 1. 'Were . gelling · .to rel real peacefully, Pigue and · was so hungry that he lg. 
Highway t where they would 8ergeant with. Welk and Ga~lca · ready for dlow . one7 day . when drew his pistol and shot him, .nor~ all attempts to run him 
probably hit the 3rd Sqdn, 4th started moving toward the ,vc ~· the crt ·· welit ':, ~tj;.F~~~k~r· a It took lour shots In the head orr. The mess sergeant later re-
Cav's Armored column. position. . . . .. · · great big snake! . : i\-;. · , . : ·,:i>:. :. ; .. to ttop the huge snake, who al• marked that It was a good thing 

PFC Ed Welk of Bantam, Two more bullets slammed ~ The commanding r officer . of ' most made It Into the mess tent the snake was stopped, since 
Conn., was the first man Jn the , Into Iacono. 'Both Welk and Gar•. , Co D, .CPT Larr)' :M, .. . Plgue· of · before he dled1 . · .. _only enough food bad been pre· 
Alpha Trp patrol to spot the ap· · nlca pulled. the . wounded man to .: · LltUe Rockj· A,rk;t &.me;runnlng ~ SP4 Roger L. Gardner, from · · pared for the men-there .'!'ere 
proachlng Viet Cong In the dark- . cover and bandaged his wounds ~ to · lnvetUgate ·and · wa• ·amazed " Madison. Heights, Mich., who · no portions allocated for vlsl· 
ness. Passing the night ·vision as bullets : snapped ., over . their::~ to find : a .. ~~~~lJ>~th.o~ .. mo~g •' .had civilian experience as a taxi· ~ tors.'' · · 
Star lite Scope to Iacono, the . · heads. ~· ~ .. · •' : · • · · · , .. . : · :' :., :,;;j - .__ _ ~ · ., ' · · "" -' · 
squad prepared for a fight. '.: ·' --~ --' WlthJa.cono~s~bleedlng~1top~\ 

When the lead VC was within ,· ett-Uarnlca moved. forward a : · 
15 meters of the hidden cavalry· ·~ few .Y rds and hurled a ireliaide · .. ' 
men, Iacono QllVC! lhP. lllllnlll ln I over ~e berm .lnt.o : the dnlddle ) ;,, 

comment later, "We must have u~ "·-- ·-·rr·- __ 

really surprised tMltt~ttr«!r-t:&UNl:; Mtt'Tti6tl!d~~rrom°;\~ 
didn't put up much of a fight." • rear when the firing started, \ 

After the enemy apparently , ~ and arrived In position hJ time i 
wlthd:·ew, lancono with Welk · I to klll t)lree more VC ·that 'had ::.1 
and SP4 Andy Garnica . from.,, been flushed out . by; Garnica'&~: 
Richmond, . Calif., moved for· :' grenade. ; :.. ' ·;, · ... J · · l:"~~ ~.' .:.:~ 
ward to check for enemy casual- A radio call " by Si>f'• Fi'ahk ~ ' 
ties, leaving the rest of the Rompel of Allen Park, Mich.;"~ 
patrol In position. · brought ln the 1st Pit's reacUon i 

They found one body with an team to back up the patrol. With :i 
automatic rifle lying next to It. the team In position, the caval• " 
As they started to move forward rymen moved forward,, A sud· .: 
again, small arms fire erupted den noise to the front of PFC : 

Steve Alvardo of San Antonio, : 

Mortar Round Tex., caused him to fire an M-71 
grenade Into the brush, kllllng 

h d 
another VC. 

Cac e Fo·Un Minutes later a helicopter ar· 
rived and took Iacono to the 25th 
Dlv'1 12th Evac Hosp. 3RD BOE - Dally mortarlngs 

are a part of the facts of life In 
the dense jungles along the 
Cambodian border, but an op· 
portune discovery by Alpha Co, 
2nd Bn (Mech), 22nd Inf, pro· 
vided a welcome break In the 
usual routine. 

The enemy's .attempt at an ~~.~ -'.~(' ' . 
ambush cost them dearly. • • ..,,_ ,.~·fi'~ .. u. 1·~2!t!~;i 
five dead and the capture or six ' . •· } .: }: l' 
weapons. . ii ;., ~ :;.i.~· 

"We really did surprise · _ .. • 
them.'' said Iacono later In the 
hospital, "because one of my 

\ men told me that the first V 
·-w~ - kllled ·had-an .empty ~~ 

One afternoon recently the 
"Triple Deuces" of Alpha Co, 
commanded by CPT Alan R. 
Wetzel, was sweeping through 
bo• der jungles when they dis· 
covered an enemy base camp. 
Sniper fire cracking overhead 
Informed Alpha Co that the OC· 
cupants were still In the neigh· 
borhood. Quickly returning fire, 
they killed the sniper and cap· 
lured his AK-47 assault rifle. 

pon." -

Stranded " GlsPStif~iV8"Night ~atum ,"~~· Has 
. came under heavy Viet Cong Swap Library 

A search of the base camp 
showed it was presently In use; 
cooking utensils were found In 
quantity, and the fish In pots 
had not even begun to sour. 

Then came the big finds . 
While searching the base camp, 
the men found three RPG-2 and 
two RPG-7 anti-tank rounds. 
They then uncovered a cache of 
76 60mm mortar rounds. The 
base camp and the enemy mu· 
nltions were destroyed. 

The riflemen of Alpha Co In· 
sisl that their afternoon's work 
enabled the men or the battalion 
to s I e e p well that night. 
Charlie's nightly mortar attack 
never materialized. 

3RO BOE - "If our patrpl 
had been located 15 meters a· 
way In any direction, none of us 
would have survived," stated 
.PFC John M. Golden from West· 
minster, Calif. · · 

' The ambush patrol ' from Char· 
lie Co, 3rd Bn, ·22nd Inf, had 
set up 350 m~ters from the perl· 
meter ol fire support base Burl 
near the Cambodian border. A 
few hours after . dark the a>atrol 

When He Plays Homeniadf) : Hotn '~ :.: .: 
Setter Watch Out for Elehhcihis·:'.·: .. 

1ST BDE - The first time WO had to make his own. ".. I I .· ! 
Robert Lockhart p I aye d his . Tak l h g ; a ; *hort !· length of 
trumpet, a large crowd gath· hydraulic line and part of · an 
ered. "I was kind of proud," he alrhorn assembly, he fashioned 
recalls, "until someone asked a crude,.' but"· playable · lnstru· 
where the elephant was." ment. ·•:!; , . · ~ · " · · ·, · 1 - . 

Lockhart of Sayreville, N.J.; · "You can't really Improvise a 
Is the maintenance oUlcer for complicated · iong," Lo c k a r t 
the 25th Dlv's 588th Engr Bn. · confesses; · ."but J '· can · play 
le got the urge to play { the ·'Taps,' 'Retreat,' and 'Charae' .'' 

trumpet one day, so since he He 11 now workln1 on "Love 
couldn't find one In the field he Is a Man)' Splendored Thing.'' 

mortar, RPG and small arms tST BOE-When SP5 Wllllam 
fire. Nelbauer of Shanokln, Pa ., ar· 

With the only radio knocked rived at the 25th Inf Dlv's 1st 
out of commission and men Bde bBSe camp at Katum, he 
wounded, the patrol was forced noticed that reading material 
to remain In po s l t Ion. ·"We ·was almost nonexistent. 
couldn't move because we didn't I know w h e r e the Viet Cong So he obtained a sma l supply 
were," commented Golden. of books and magazines from 

In the meantime the enem)' Special Services, placed them 
was advancing all around the on his bunker I~. an ammo bo~ 
patrol In their attack upon the with the sign One For One 
fire support base. and opened for business. 

With both enemy and friendly "A lot of the men had brought 
fire dropping around their posl· a book or a mag a z In e with 
lion, the uninjured patrol mem· them, . and were glad to . have 
bers bandaged the wounded for a place the)' could exchange 
the rest of the night. them for something ther hadn't 

Only when morning arrived alreadr read," Nelbauer said. 
was the patrol able to receive "Nelbauer's Field Librarr" Is 
aid from the base camp and re· now a popular ~atherlng place 
turn to safet)". In the evenings. 




