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"Quick Thinking

3RD BDE — Quick thinking
by an ambush patrol that was
caught in the direct line of at-
tack on the 3rd Bde, 25th Inf
Div fire support base Burt re-
sulted in their pulling back to
a bomb crater where they held
off an all night attack killing
at least seven enemy troops.
This action took place during
the Battle of Soui Cut that re-
sulted in 382 Viet Cong killed.

The ambush patrol from Char-
lie Co, 2nd Bn (Mech), 22nd Inf,
was led by SSG Mark Ridley
of San Antonio, Tex, with only
two weeks in country. Although
the New Year Truce was in ef-
fect, previous mortar attacks
which had broken the truce
prompted the ‘Triple Deuces”
battalion commander, LTC A.G.
Norris, to send the ambush pat-
rol out as counter-mortar secu-
rity for the support base.

2 e

Leaving the southern end of men to reall;é'thal‘méy were
the perimeter at 6:30 p.m. the - in the line of a' major attack

patrol traveled 400 meters down
a main trail before angling in
to the right. “We had been set
in place for half an hour,” said
Ridley. “Around 7:30 the peri-
meter opened up and a little
later we began to hear the Viet
Cong talking all around us.”
‘“Then some Viet Cong came
down the path, led by a man

on their battalion, and their only
chance for survival lay in main-
taining a purely defensive pos-
ture. For the rest of the night,
the patrol called in artillery con-
centrations and provided targets
for the gunships and aircraft
pounding the enemy’s line of at-
tack between their position and
the perimeter., i - ¢ <t -.'¢

with a flashlight,” commented  The onl Ko
PFC Willlam Thompson from ' e only reply to the enemy

Seabrook, Tex, ‘“We threw some
hand grenades and got them.”

By then SSG Ridley had re-

celved word that the whole fire .
support base was under heavy
enemy contact. With friendly .50
cal. and énemy fire cracking.
overhead, the patrol crawled to
a bomb crater where they set
up in a circle, - PiEer 1 Tl
It took only a moment for the

Squad SU'p"iSes 0 COng :"_: : ]Ig:vt:mi:::h Engr Bn moved to
ST e * Ninh,

In Attempted Ambush

CU CHI — SGT Vince Iacono,
20, of Brooklyn, N.Y., knew his
patrol had to stop the Viet Cong
at all costs before they reached
Highway 1, where they would
probably hit the 3rd Sqdn, 4th
Cav's Armored column.

PFC Ed Welk of Bantam,
Conn., was the first man in the
Alpha Trp patrol to spot the ap-
proaching Viet Cong in the darg-
ness. Passing the night vision

Starlite Scope to Iacono, the q =
When the lead VC was wlthh;‘;' e, Garnica moved . forwar :
15 meters of the hidden cavalry- .f/few yards and hurled & grenddes:

squad prepared for a fight.

men, Iacono gava the signal ta

comment later, ‘‘We must have
really surprised théf 7 the]
didn’t put up much of a fight.”

After the enemy apparently
withdzew, Iancono with Welk'

Richmond, Calif., moved for-
ward to check for enemy casual-
ties, leaving the rest of the
patrol in position.

They found one body with an
automatic rifle lying next to it.
As they started to move forward
again, small arms fire erupted

Mortar Round|
Cache Found

3RD BDE — Daily mortarings
are a part of the facts of life in
the dense jungles along the
Cambodian border, but an op-
portune discovery by Alpha Co,
and Bn (Mech), 22nd Inf, pro-
vided a welcome break in the

. shoulder.

' rear 'when the |

and SP4 Andy Garnica l‘rom‘_.-}

usual routine.

One afternoon recently the
“Triple Deuces” of Alpha Co,
commanded by CPT Alan R.
Wetzel, was sweeping through
bo'der jungles when they dis-
covered an enemy base camp.
Sniper fire cracking overhead
informed Alpha Co that the oc-
cupants were still in the neigh-
borhood. Quickly returning fire,
they killed the sniper and cap-
tured his AK-47 assault rifle,

A search of the base camp
showed it was presently in use;
cooking utensils were found in
quantity, and the fish in pots
had not even begun to sour.

Then came the big finds.
While searching the base camp,
the men found three RPG-2 and
two, RPG-7 anti-tank rounds.
They then uncovered a cache of
76 60mm mortar rounds. The
base camp and the enemy mu-
nitions were destroyed.

The riflemen of Alpha Co in-
sist that their afternoon’'s work
enabled the men of the battalion
to sleep well that night.
Charlie’s nightly mortar attack
never materialized.
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Snake

heavy small arms fire and hand
"grenades thrown by the .circling
enemy troops was defensive fire

to keep the enemy at bay. PFC
John Marts from Owaneco, Ill,
kept his M-60 machine gun be-
low ground level until he could
see enemy troops creeping up to
throw grenades. “We knew we
were surrounded and would not
be relleved until dawn,” said
Marts,  “To conserve ammo I
waited until they came close

" enough so I couldn’t miss and

then put a few bursts into the
ﬁnlemy and got back down in the
ole.’

The only casualty came when
a CHICOM RPG-2 round hit the

Ambush:Patrol Kills 7 V(

lip of the crater, lightly wound-
ing one of the men.

By dawn the unsuccessful at-
tack had been beaten back, and
a reinforcing element had mov-
ed to the ambush site to escort
the patrol back to friendly lines.
Seven enemy bodies were found
within 15 meters of the bomb
crater, and four heavy blood
trails led -from the immediate

. area.

“It was a real hairy experi-
ence,” remarked Ridley back at
the fire support base, “and I
never want to go through any-
thing like that again.”

At

* 1ST BDE - When the 25th fnt
kms northeast of Tay

, . "4 jungle  creatures.:Theyy share

from a dirt berm to their front.
A bullet slammed into Iacono's

_ Disregarding hls‘ 'vzodnd, the
sergeant with. Weik and Garnica,

started moving toward the VC~

position. N
Two more bullets slammed

» into Iacono. Both Weik and Gar-.
“nica pulled.the.wounded man to
- cover and bandaged his wounds -,
as bulléts . snapped  over their "’ }0

heads. '} .- - :

acono’s_bleeding- sto

REERVER |

- one case, 8 large shake, "

. Co D,
* Little Rock;. Ark.,

over the berm into the:middle:%.

PEC DA

o n 4 TGV ed up™ froms thesie

iring started,
and arrived in position in time :

been fiushed out dy;
grenade, ;. ° v

L R st

den noise to the front of PFC:
Steve Alvardo of San Antonio,
Tex., caused him to fire an M-79
grenade into the brush, killing
another VC.

Minutes later a helicopter ar-
rived and took Iacono to the 25th
Div’s 12th Evac Hosp.

The enemy’s attempt at an
ambush cost them dearly. . .
five dead and the capture of six
weapons. .

“We really did surprise

hospital, “because one of m
\men told me that the first V
we killed-had-an empty wes
pon." :

to kill three more VC that had:.§
Garnica’s 1
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A radio call*by SP4'Frank
Rompel of Allen Park, Mich,;%
brought In the 1st Pit's reaction :
team to back up the patrol. With ’
the team In position, the cavals
rymen moved forward. A sud.:

frogs, lizards, spiders,~and in -

The engineers ! were. getting *

. ready for ohow one”day .when

the cry - wentout;::*'snake;. a
great big snakef* - d:f1 wi o |
The commanding { officer. of:
CPT Larry M., Pigue of

, éamﬁ'runnl:g :
to' investigate ‘and - was' amazed .
find'a ‘l.zl-{oot"pythop. lmovlng ¢

them,” said Iacono later in th:J
¥
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DRIED OUT—SP4 Roger

12-foot python that invaded their comp in sear

ey set up in a heavily :
- wooded are# and thus came into -
.. contact with a largé numbér: of

x b o ve

L Géré;er {righ) and PFC Chuc

slowly but surely through the

- battalion area, making straight

for the mess hall. SGT David

M. Beaver of Royal Oak, Mich.; -

joined forces with Pigue in an’

- effort to chase the snake off
[ - with rocks and sticks, but
their bunkers® and : tents’. with .

to no
avall, :

When it became abparenl that

3 the snake was determined not

{o retreat peacefully, Pigue
drew his pistol and sﬁot him,
It took four shots in the head
to stop the huge snake, who al-
most made it into the mess tent
before he died; . :

Madison, Heights, Mich., who -
had civilian experience as a taxi- *

4
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1ake:Hadn't Heard About
“Quadlity” Of Army Chow

dermist, skinned the snake and
mounted the skin on a long
plank. The dried skin now
stands on display outside Gardn-
er's bunker, a reminder for all
to keep constantly alert while
in the jungle.

Battalion spokesmen feel the
snake was attracted by the
smell of food from the messhall,
and was 80 hungry that he ig-

noréd all attempts to run him

off. The mess sergeant later re-
marked that it was a good thing
the snake was stopped, since

. only enough food had been pre-
SP4 Roger L. Gardner, from .’

pared for the men—there were
Itlo portions allocated for ‘‘visi-
ors."”

ot VOO sl T T ’
k Galloway hold up dried skin of a
ch of some Army chow.

Stranded

3RD BDE — “If our patrol
had been located 15 meters a-
way in any direction, none of us
would have survived,” stated
PFC John M. Golden from West-
minster, Calif.

‘Gls: Survive Night

' The ambush patrol from Char-
lie Co, 3rd Br'\’. -22nd Inf, had
set up 350 meters from the peri-
meter of fire support base Burt
near the Cambodian border. A
few hours after dark the patrol

1ST BDE — The first time WO
Robert Lockhart played his
trumpet, a large crowd gath-
ered. *'I was kind of proud,” he
recalls, ‘‘until someone ask‘
where the elephant was.”

is the maintenance officer for
the 25th Div's 588th Engr Bn.
{e got the urge to play, the
trumpet one day, so since he
couldn't find one in the field he

Lockhart of Sayreville, N.J.; -~

When He Plays Homeniadé Horn"
Better Watch Out For Ele

{:hanfs o
had to make his own, """
Taking'a short’ length of
hydraulic line and part of -an
airhorn assembly, he fashioned
a crude,’ but playab!e instru-
ment, Nt E s T
“You can't really improvise a
complicated song,”” Loc kart
confesses, ~“but 1" can - play
“Taps,’ ‘Retreat,’ and 'Charﬁ."
He Is now working on ‘‘Love
is a Many Splendored Thing.”

came under heavy Viet Cong
mortar, RPG and small arms
fire.

With the only radio knocked
out of commission and men
wounded, the patrol was forced
to remain in gosluon.-“W'e
couldn’t move because we didn't
know where the Viet Cong
were,” commented Golden.

In the meantime the enemy
was advancing all around the
patrol in their attack upon the
fire support base.

With both enemy and friendly
fire dropping around their posi-
tion, the uninjured patrol mem-
bers bandaged the wounded for
the rest of the night.

Only when morning arrived
was the patrol able to receive
ald from the base camp and re-
turn to safety.

Katum Now: Has|
'Swap’ Library

1ST BDE—When SP5 William
Neibauer of Shanokin, Pa., ar-
rived at the 25th Inf Div's 1st
Bde base camp at Katum, he
noticed that reading material
‘was almost nonexistent.

So he obtained a small supply
of books and magazines from
Special Services, placed them
on his bunker in an ammo bozs
with the sign *“One for One
and opened for business.

“A lot of the men had brought
a book or a magazine with
them, and were glad to. have
a place they could exchangg
them for something they hadn’t
already read,” Neibauer said.

“Neibauer's Field Library’ is
now a popular gathering place
in the evenings.





