
__ ..J' . 

February 12, 1968 . .TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS Page 5 ~(~ 

'Resources Control' Keep Cong In A Bind 
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As workers leave the village lo work their .cropi they are checked for exceHH of iup­
plies or materials. 
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Story and Photos · 

by 2LT Wayne Guest. 

3RD BDE-There are many 
ways of keeping the local Viet 
Cong guerrillas low on supplies 
and one or these ls through 
"Resources Control." The Idea 
of Resources Control is to keep 
local Viet Cong sympathizers 
from taking critlcally needed 
supplles to the Viet Cong that 
they need to conduct local guer­
rilla activities. One of the ways 
used by the 3rd Bde, 25th Inf 
Div, is through the use of check­
points on the three roads leav­
ing the village of Dau Tieng. 

The checkpoints are operated 
by the 3rd Pit, 25th MP Co of 
the 25th Div. They are assisted 

by the local National Police who 
are from the Tri Tam District. 

There arc many things that 
the MPs and National Police 
check for. They make sure 
that there Is not an excess or 
rice going out, no metal or plas­
tic material being carried and 
no extra bicycle parts being 
taken out. 

lLT Carl W. Smith, MP pla­
toon leader, stated, "Th'Cre has 
certainty been a slow down in 
supplies !caving the village that 
would have otherwise hclpC'd the 
local Viet Cong guerrillas." 

Through the joint eHorts or 
the MPs and the National Po­
lice the Viet Cong or the area 
are having to find other means 
or getting supplies to their 
forces. 
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The MPs at Check Point Charlie weigh the amount of 

rice carried by a vlllager. Each 11 allowed 5 klios of rice a day. 
' The National Police and MPs work together In the lolnt effort of keeping the needed 

supplies from the Viet Cong near Dau Tieng. 

arge mmo e Found · 
269th Pilot Saves Trio 
Involved In Accident 

3RD BDE - Little did PFC 
Donald Wadlington suspect 
when he tripped that his stum­
ble would lead to the uncover­
ing or the largest ammunition 
cache yet discovered In Opera­
tion Yellowstone. 

On flank security with his M-
60 machine gun, Wadlington 
and his company, C Co, 2nd Bn 
(Mech), 22nd Inf, commanded 

by . CPT Wllllalll C. Allison, mm mortar rounds along wtlh CU CHI-Three seriously In­
were sweeping into a Viet Cong 75 ruses, 101 75mm recollless jured Filipinos, pinned under an 
base camp. Arter a short break, overturned truck In a watcr­
he shouldered his weapon and rounds, 170 RPG-2 rounds; SO filled ditch, were rescued by a 
started out along the trail. Sud- M-79 rounds, 8,000 .Ill cal. U.S. Army helicopter crew. 
denly he tripped. As hrtalftled, ~ rounds, and .11,000 small arms The trio was spotted from the 
he felt the ground sag tmder- his rounds. An M-1 carbine, two ra- air by MAJ Jack 0. Johnson, 
weight. ' Upon Investigation of dlos, and nine telephoneA were 269th Avn Bn aircraft command­
the cause of his fall, · he dis- also recovered. ' er from Des Moines, Iowa, as 
c o v e r e d that he had been 
tripped by the corner of a large Eleph_...nf ,1 Gr' ass Hi.des Gls 
sheet of well-camounaged met· M 
al. When he pulled the metal D . . ,.,. n :. I f . 
sheet aside, he found the en· unng · catt e O Sou1 Cut 
trance to a tunnel. 

Investigation of the tunnel re­
vealed a munitions s to r a g e 
bunker In which a large amount 
of ammunition was stored. AIU· 
son speculated that it was a ma· 
jor s to r a g e point from the 
amount of munitions and equip­
ment stored there, and the fact 
that It was all stored on a raised 
wooden platform and carefully 
covered with ponchos. For the 
remainder or the day, c Co, OC· 
caslonally harrassed by sniper 
fire, removed and destroyed the 
cache. 

The extensive cache held an 
aggregate of 220 Hmm and IO-

3RD BDE-Thanks to the 
elephant grass In which they 
tiad set up for the night, a patrol 
of the 3rd Bde, 25th Div, sur­
vived the recent battle of Soul 
Cut. 

Set up near the t>erlmeter of 
fire support base Burt, the 
night ambush patrol from Bravo 
Co, 3rd Bn, 22nd Inf, h e a rd 
many Viet Cong approaching 
just before midnight. 

Under cover of the tall grass 
around the posiUon, the patrol 
watched three waves of a reg­
imental 1i1e VC force pa1111 by, 

some or the enemy only a few 
yards away. 

The troops were forced to re· 
main in position and maintain 
almost complete radio silence 
as the battle raged all around 
them. 

As the human waves ad-
. vanced and withdrew, four Viet 

Cong stumbled into the small 
perimeter but were quickly shot 
by the alert Americans. 

Despite gunship runs nearby, 
Intense ground fire, and the 
brilliant illumination of nares 
overhead1 • the patrol suHered 
only one 1t11led and six wounded. 

he approached the Tay Ninh Air­
field, 90 kms northwest of Sai­
gon. 

Landing the aircraft nearby, 
Johnson found that one or the 
victims, a man, had been 
thrown clear or the wreckage, 
while a second man and a wom­
an were trapped beneath It and 
In danger of drowning. 

Johnson reported that all 
three were unconscious and 
bleeding from multiple Injuries. 

WO pilot Phillip E. Coates 
from Poplar Bluff, Mo., Immedi­
ately radioed for medical aid, 
while Johnson and SP4 James 
E. Hensley, crew chief from 
Colllngsvllle, Okla., began ex­
tricating the trapped couple. 

PFC Charles Patrick, door 
gunner from Tilghman, Md., 
administered first aid to the 
second man. 

According to Johnson, It took 
20 minutes to free the two In 
the ditch. Since they were un­
conscious, Patrick had to hold 
their heads above water. 

All three were made as com­
fortable as possible until a dust­
of( helicopter arrived to evacu. 
ate them to the hospital. 




