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The. ·Battle ·'· 01~'.~~0ui ·•·· Cut Is Ove1 
3RD BDE-It was Just getUng dark when the Viet Cong started 

mortaring Fire Support Base Burt. The Viet Cong had been doing 
the same thing at the same Ume lor the past lew nights, so It 
wasn't anything new to the men ol the lrtl Bde who were defending 
the forward base camp "at Soul Cut. · 

As the hours started to slip by, the defenders knew that this 
was more than their nightly mortar attack. They started receiving 
RPG rounds and small arms fire along with the mortar rounds. 
The ambush patrols were reporting heavy movement around their 
positions. As the contact became heavier the patrols were bejng 
pulled back Into the perimeter. At 11:30 p.m. the perimeter was 
under very heavy ground attack. All patrols that had not returned 
to the perimeter at this time were reporting that their positions 
were in danger of being overrun by the enemy. One patrol led 
by SGT Mark Hidey of C. Co, 2nd Bn (Mech), 22nd Inf, was calling 
In concentrated artlllery fire on his poslUon. His patrol which 
stayed in Its position all night accounted for 18 of the Viet Cong . 
killed. . ._ , .; .. : 

At 1:30 a.m. the main Viet Conf effort had shifted lo the sector 
of C Co, 2nd Bn (Mech), 22nd In • The Viet Cong elements had 
succeeded In reaching the bunker line but their progress was 
thwarted when the guns of the light artillery started firing and 
the heavy artillery started firing direct fire Into their posiUons. 
The attack at this point was broken and contact slackened. 

Again after regrouping their forces the Viet Cong attacked the 
same sector. Their fires Increased and all areas of the perimeter 
were engaged. As the Viet Cong directed their fire to one con­
centrated area all tactical air, along with artillery, direct and 
Indirect fire, gun and Dare ships were being employed to stop the 
attack. · . _ 

. ' 
When It started getUng daylight the Viet Cong started to 

withdraw leaving blocking forces to· screen their movement. All 
available fire continued to lntertllct their withdrawal routes. 

As the dawn ol the new day broke It was obvious that the inen 
of the 3rd Bde had put out a tremendous amount of fire power. 
The surrounding wood line had been all but completely leYeled. 
Arter scanning the Immediate area of the fire support · base It 
was obvious that the Viet Cong body count was going to be high. 
By the end of the day the body count was at SOO. With Ii further . 
search of the adjoining jungle and wood line the count Increased 
to over 400 dead. Of course many more wlll never be found to add · 
to the official cou.nl. ~: . · . · . · · . 

Just . as the 3rd Bde proved llllell eight m0hth11 ago at the · 
Battle of Soul Tre, ·again they gallantly outfought the Viet Cong 
at the Battle of Soul Cut at Fire Support Base Burt. - · 
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AFTH FIVE-HOUIS CONTACT WITH THE .Ve, MEN OF THI 2ND ·~ .(MICHJ, · 22ND INF, HAVI A JOI OF Cl!ANINO THEIR 11QUAD FlnY." 
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For Some :_ f/Je~:~-: ltf ,iiory .. : ~ Lingers 

tlT iOHN KEPFEIEit LOOKS AT VC:RPG lAUNCHER. ;, . I 
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JRD BDE-AggresslYely reacting to key points on the perime­
ter, the reconnaissance platoon of the !nd Bn (Mech), 22nd Inf, 
played a key role In the defense of Fire Support Base Burt during 
the attack on the night of Jan. 1-1. Senral Umes that night, ele­
ments of the recon platoon who were not already on the line, were 
called to criUcal porUons of the perimeter to provide the additional 
firepower necessary to drive badt· the Viet Cong attackers. 

Alerted to react at the start of the main attack, the recon 
platoon mounted their "tracks" and prepared for action. Shortly 
after midnight three tracks were dispatched to support Charlie Co, 
who was In heaYJ.contact with the enemy on the southern porUon 
of the· perimeter. The recon elements moYed swiftly down the 
road that bisected FSP Burt direcUy Into the face of the enemy 
who had alreadY reached the bunker line on the perimeter. Laying 
down a heavy base of fire with M-tO and .50 cal. machine guns 
and M-71 grenade .launchers, they drove the enemy back Into the 
woodllne • . 

A second time the Viet Cong poured out of the woods against 
the combined recon-Charlle Co poslUoni firing RPGs and small 
arms. Although two of the recon vehicles and one of Charlie Co's 
were put out of acUon, the men, led by lLT Erhard Opsahl, set 
up U.eli' automatic weapons and M-7ts on a berm behind the 
destroyed tracks and maintained Intense fire on the enemy, pU!1hlng 
them back Into the jungle where they were finally destroyed by 
artillery beehives and air strikes. 

ShorUy after the first three tracks were sent to Charlie Co, 
more recon tracks were dispatched to bolster Bravo Co, who was 

.. heavily engaged with the enemy on the opposite end of the base 

.. from Charlie Co. Recon track 74, commanded by SGT William 
~.'Storey, assumed I poslUon where It could dellYer Its firepower 

··-'.·· directly upon the Viet Con1 who were adnnclng don the road 
toward the base from the north. The track poured forth a heaYJ 
Yolume of fire against the enemy, despite sustaining two direct 

· RPG hits, unW finally the entire crew of the vehicle fell wounded. 
Had the recon platoon failed to react quietly enough, part of 

the southern perimeter might well hne been OYerrun, greatly 
·endangering the guns of the artillery directly behind the line. As It 
was, the aggressive response of the "Triple Deuces" recon platoon 
played a great· part In the tremendolli Ylctory achieved by the 
3rd Bde at Fire Support Base Burt In the Battle of Soul Cut. 
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1LT JOE WISE EXAMINES SOME CAPTUHD Wl!APONS.'. p;1 • .. COL LIONAID DAEMS, 31D IDE CO, lllEFS OEN WILLIAM C. WESTMOIELAND. 
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