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~l;R:~BITTlE ;/·NEAR SOUi CUT 
~j{~~~ .. -~ii1~~~.:·, Four. battalions of Main Force Viet Cong attempted to . overrun a 25th Inf Div fire support base on Jan. 1 
:;2~; and 2, and lost 3~2 men in the abortive attack. The · battle took place at Soui Cut, some 90 kms from Saigon. The 
t4~~.; ·enemy launched. their atta~k on. the afternoon of Jan. 1, hours before the terminati?n 1of their announced New . 

.... ~~? Year's · t~ period< The D1v's fire support base had been set up only three days earlier. · · 
~~~~r~:'.: ~;''W -If. h- -:I ''..:_K..:..--•·1·1-1.91 . y---C t The attack began with mortar and. rocker. 

'.:;~/~~~- -t 2:,:::.:s . 0 OU nus. · :· I ~- . : .. ~ _ · . · · .. ' grenade attacks in the afternoon and evening. -
.. -,,.::,··?}J:;;'_._i rt~.- , :. . ... 

5
. . .... , ...... ·-·, .. :·'·\:.".l'-'·" ), · ... ;'. .·}~"~>->·,,,<_;f,_ _,J '1''T~en- 1shortlv · before·"'.'midnight still well before 

.r~:-,,· 'n··: I .: l ··:._ I "fA I . . ·~t.t'S'~r· fu -== - ~'- - .. -... ~ .. ' . . . 
~~~~~ ~y· · , , ..,,... ". ·.-"~," ··'-' · . D f enemy battalions from t~e !:\S~r:·:· ' ' \_-~s: n 1~. ~0-t epara 8 ·1 c ions .. ; . . 1 the end of t~e truce, four ,.. 

.. ~-· . h I edly ente:ed South Vietnam ear- Terrorist activities in and a- ocumen s, 271st !ind 272nd. Man~ 
~1ve- our Batte ly last May. It is the same unit round the Saigon Area have Force Viet Cong Reg~ments, 

2ND BDE - A battalion of that clashed with the Wolf- been attributed to those two Base Camps , I launched human wave as-
;;}': · North Vietnamese regulars, un- ~ounds in the HoBo Wo..ods early un~ts. said a military intelligence • d ·I I saults against the fire sup-
,:;~ ., •. der cover of a heavy mortar m December. offlClal. D1scovere port base perimeter. 

-~ and RPG rocket barra~e , at- • The defenders were mem-
i';~,. . . tempted to overru11 the rught lo- Two-day Operation 1ST BDE - Soldiers of th .,. · 

· . cation base or the 1st Bn, 27th . . . ~, , - ... - _ _ _ 
.~-.;..,i. iolfiQ!-· l!l:tofill'· af~2~D. ~D~"'tw • v · ~ ,, r1r1H f..tie pro--- ·'11! "7 · ' "' · · s a3 11ng mroug a 1et L:ong • 1f1'~~d 88 v· t . kry of howitzers from the 1st stronghold 40 kms northwest of cess of setting up a power-

""'-- +t k ··h· h t k pl· · e ga man rymt!n Khte ie B 8th A t d hi f · ·• ful f" rt b at """~a - a<: • "· ic oo. "'" C d t d f . di . n, r y, an guns ps rom Tay Ninh in conjunction with . ire· suppo . ase 
9 kms northwest of Cu Chi, left donlg an cap urde ive bm vif- the 116th Aslt ,Hel Co, -Numerous Operati'on Yellowstone have kil' . 1 Soui Cut "only 12 kms from 

· ...... 103 · · t Id' s dead ua weapons an a num er o A F t' 1 - ir t ik , • 1 • • , ¥,co~murus so ie~ · · small arms ammunition and , ir orce tac ica a s r es · led 70 enemy troops and destroy- the Cambodian border. · 
U$ . .,Iosses ~~~e .J~~~ ~ed an~, ' hand grenades. ' , ·" , ,. . ·~ . were flown in , support ,of_ the ed five of their base camps. The enemy was repelled 
~!fr;::ind_~ ·Yfi e-hour. battle t~' Both battalions or the 2nd '.<.ground troo~s. . . The ca~ps, all battalion size, with small arms automatic 
th~:wotfiioun~s .a~d a battery of' .Bde's :_27th . Inf "Wolfhounds," r .. At one pomt infantr~men un- were h,eavily secured by numer- wea ns hand enades 
1 . ..---.i•,T<'~·• 1.~ ., •'-<> 1 .,+ p.., ~•h . . struck eneiny oosidons in a , covered _ .a. comp~ny:s1z~ . base ~~~- !!~~~orlts or wir~s l~ading t~ __ .l po_ .. -~--~...,.. ?- _ "~~ m~. ~ 

- .. - A·.J"'t •·--·- •. vrn. ···-t-d-· b~y"·•he· l·i ' ·multi-prong - attack near the camp Wiucta cuii~ameu Wlllii'• 0111: 1..an~um commarau u.:; ·~vi"1ca• .. :iu ..,. .. ..,. ...... t".lo'"•" ... 6 ........ ~ ..... ,. 
· ,:, < r Y were suppor e • .. ffi 11 d "th b t b lit · r.: · ,,. · · t' Ii ht fi t m addition- western banks of the Saigon Riv- o cer ca e e es u mmes. t-·"' · · cop er g re ea s, b k i th" " O h" th · th .-.. · '. ,;,. al artille from Cu Chi and an er in Binh Duong Province, 27 · · un ers ever seen n is area. n searc mg e camps e· 

· Air F ry "Spooky" flare ship kms north-northwest of Saigon. . The now dry lowlands were Manchus discovered secret doc-
The or~!renders poured thou: . · According ·to captured docu- . dotted with thick hedgerows uments, 25 pounds of hand 

· sands bf small arms automatic ments, the slain enemy were · which completely concealed doz- painted propaganda posters, and 
wea ons rounds, gr~nades· and part of the hard core 2nd Go .ens of heavily reenforced enemy 52 tons of rice-an :"mount estl· 
dire~t howitzer fire into the ene- - Mon and the 1st MR-4 . Battal- . bunkers, tied together by tun- mated to spell the difference ~e-

s al bodies were round 1ons. nels and trench lines. tween prosperity or starvl;lh,on m! · . ever for an enemy regim.ental fotce 
;. within the perimeter. . Th• 118 kll s for three months. 

The list of c;:iptured weapons _ COL John Henchmann, Man-
·..,::_,.,,.· . included 5 RPG rocket launchers Is rea ecomes chu battalion commander, said, 
_::,'>i•l; · with 36 rounds, 160 hand gre· · "This area is literally swarming 
.~'I.;'{. . ~ades, 5,000 rounds of small E f I ·. L k. s k with Viet Cong and we're 

-_:'f_J._,.·\ arms ammunmon, 14 other 1n- X reme y UC y rea smack in the middle. The fa~t 
~:'fJ# '". : dividual and 2 crew served · · that our casualties are praFti· 
'f-"'f.;;.; ':. weapons, and 50 complete sets 2ND BDE - A company of Elson'-s unit while artillery and·. cally nil is a tribute to th'e 
'~~ J' .. ~f Fwre: !ea:~ptured documents, u,.s. infaµt~men searohing for · Air Foree ~actical airs~rikes hit a~ilit~. or these fine young sol-

, . ~,: • 2nd Bde officials learned that Viet Cong m •the HoBo Woods, the enemy s base camp. . diers. 
the enemy force was from the 54. kms north-northwest or Sa·i· After the Viet Cong withdrew, Thus far in Operation Yello~-. < K-18 NV A Battalion, who report· gon, took what they termed as a check of the area disclosed stone, the enemy has continu-

'; the luckiest break they ever got. 42 Viet Cong bodies. The Wolf- ously harassed Manchu positions 
A company of the 2nd Bn, 27·th hounds had four men klHed and with day and night mortar at.· 

Inf "Wolfhounds," ·bad been on . ~ii wounded. tacks. 

See Map Page 8 
tubes of the 105mm how­
itzers were lowered and 
fired directly into the Viet 
Cong attackers. 

(It was only last March 
that men of the 3rd Bde 
(then the 3rd Bde, 4th Inf 
Div) had killed 64 7 com­
munists of these same Viet 
Cong Regiments in the bat­
tle of Soui Tre. That bat­
tle is still the biggest one­
day victory of the war.) 

Additional fire support 
for the battle at Soui Cut 
was provided by Army heli­
copter gunships and Air 

(Continued on Back Page) Div .,·Commander . 
~};~'~_,;i l>rese.nts Awards 
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iJJi:.:; To "Manchus" 

the move for an hour, when CPT 
Peter M. Elson of Mount Vern­
on, Ohfo, called fur a break. 

As the words "BREAK" were 
passed back ·through the r-anks, 
automatic weapons fire sudden­
ly tore ·through .the heavy under­
growth. Two men were wounded 
by the enemy bullets which " 
came from what was ·later found 
to be an enemy company.filzed 
base camp with heavily rein- -
forced and well hidden bunkers. 

Enemy Mortar · Cr8w-===51ain 
@~::~ · . 1ST BD~The 25th Inf Div 
~-¥"··" Commander, MG F. K. Mearns, 
t:t~· ':i . , recently visited 'the 1st Bde's 

rt:'''· forward support headquarters a t 
<+ff; Ka tum, .tQ .present awards for 
,;:.,,.; . heroism in actions against hos­
~"~·tlle forees to personnel or the 

....-~"-:: 4th Bn, 9th Inf "Manchus.' ' 
.~r!;~ . · . The -medal winners were 1LT 
~,f?,'.:!~' Ronald Beedy,_ who received the 
~;:~ _ Bronze Star w1th "V" device for 
:~J/J;,,k action in August at .the Battle 
~';';:, or Phu Hoa ·Dong, and SSG Ed· 
: ,-\7~1"'' ward Henderson, who was a­
~:· . . warded the Silver Star for hero- . 
' .... ,,::;: ism against Viet Cong forces in 
;i,.,·:. ~. September in the HoBo Wooc!s, 
~~;,.:.·during Operation Barking Sands. 
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CU CHI-Courage and a pair 
of sharp eyes are credited with 
breaking up a possible attack on 
the Cu Chi base camp of the 
25th Inf Div. 

When smoke cleared from the 
ensuing action, the 3rd Sqdn, 

. 4th Cav's D Trp counted five 
Elson reporting on the action, enemy dead and captured .a 

.- said that the Viet Cong appar- mortar. · 
ently misunderstood rtihe word Discarded bloody clothing and 
"BREAK" and opened fire pre- web gear led squadron officers · 
maturely. He also stated tha·t- to believe enemy losses were 
the Wolfhound casualties would higher. 
have ·been a lot ·heavier had · The . initial sighting or the 
they been closer t o .the bunkers. ..: enemy position was made by 

Two companies of Wolfhounds WO Jeffrey Halliday, an aircraft 
were brought in to reinforee commander, while he and a sec-

ond helicopter were flying a late 
afternoon perimeter patrol. 

Halliday, reporting on the en­
counter, said he was informed 
by squadron operations that a 
team was not available to ap­
prehend and question the men 
who up to that time were only 
suspects. . 

Rather tha.n wait, Halliday's 
crew volunteered to do the 
checking while the second air­
craft orbited overhead. 

As Halliday hovered over the 
area, SP5 Thomas Lange, the 
crew chief, grabbed his M-16 
and jumped to the ground. 
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According to Halliday, as the 
crew chief moved toward one 
of the hidden suspects, the man 
jumped up and threw a grenade 
which exploded. 

The aircraft c o m m a n de r 
swung the chopper around and 
sprayed the area with mini-gun 
fire, then .dropped down and 
picked up Lange who w3s also 
firing. · 

The second gunship remained 
overhead, firing rockets and 
machine guns into the enemy's 
position. A short time later an 
Aero Rifle Pit arrived and swept 
through · the area, finding the 
five bodies and bloody clothing. 
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On 'jEnemy KePt 
by SFC Roy Doupe combat-hardened elements of 

CU CHI - The 25th (Tropic the 2nd and 3rd Bdes were de-
' Lightning) Inf Div ranged far ployed north in Phuoc Long Pro· 
·and wide over the four prov· vlnce to counteract a flare-up of 
lnces west and northwest of communist .activity In that area. 
Saigon to the .Cambodian border During · operations such as 
In Its continuous search to find Fairfax, Gadsden, Cedar Falls, 
.and destroy the elusive Viet Junction City and Manhattan the 
Cons . foe during 1967. Tropic Lightning troopers pene- . 

From Its home base In Hau trafed the Pineapple Patch, the · 
.. N8hla P r o vi n c e the division Fil Hol Plantation, the Iron 
.; staaed operations, ranging from Triangle; the HoBo and Bol Loi 

company-size search and de· Woods, the Michelin Plantation 
iltroy missions to multi-division ·. and War Zone C where VC In· 
operations throughout ·the ad· ' fluence1had reigned supreme for 

TROPIC LIGHTNING NEWS January 22, 1968 

Tiie Move During 1967 
and base camps that had taken his wounds and rest and recupe- near the Div's 3rd Bde base 
him years to construct and, rate for further terrorist activi- camp at Dau Tieng as stopping 
through continuous and relent- ties, are now just names on a points for supply trains "headed 
less pursuit, denied him the time map as engineer land clearing for War Zone C. To eliminate 
needed to build new areas where teams have laid low the rubber these rest stops the 334 residents 
he could rest and recoup his trees and dense undergrowth on of the villages were relocated to 
losses. approximately 17,000 acres. the resettlement area at Lai 

The Pineapple Patch, once a In addition to the major ope- · Thieu just outside Saigon. Noth-
prosperous plantation that was rations, each brigade conducted ing was left behind as they took 
reduced to a swamp by the VC a monsoon offensive, that start- along oxen, water buffalo, chick· 
and heavily fortified, ls now ed in May and ended h:i Novem· ens, dogs and 'all their household 
merely a swamp filled with de· ber. The 1st Bde's Operation goods. 
strayed bunkers. :B a r k i n g Sands covered the Phu Hoa Dong, a village of 

· joining provinces of Long An, 25 years. They met and' defeated 
· " · Tay~Ninh and. Binh Duong. And, the enemy~ln-his own-back yard, 
.- ___.,!!-.the year-drew- to- a ~.-_-d~mgdortmcatlo~lstems 

The FU Hol Plantation and the 'north half of Hau Nghia Prov- 10,000 was estimated to be 80 
Ho Bo and Bol Loi Woods, sane- Ince. The 2nd Bde conducted per cent VC or VC sympathizers 
tuaries where the VC formerly Operation Kolekole In the rest and was a vital link in the sup­
iµoimted their raids on Saigon of Hau Nghla and Long An Prov- ply route into Saigon. Following 
llnd_retreats where he could lick _ lnces while the 3rd Bde; during a seal and search of the town 

Operation Diamond Head, held every resident was registered 
its combat assault and Revolu- and ambitious civic actions pro­
tlonary Development missions gram initiated. The town was 
In Tay Ninh Province and north· . quite spread out and the inhabl· 
we11tern Bh1h Duong Province. t1mts that lived ln the heavlly 
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Slnca the beginning' t>f the ye1;u forested north and west sections 
the 25th Inf Div has destroyed were relocated to the more open 
more than 20 VC base camps southeast section. The vacated 
while kiHing more than 4,086 · sector was then leveled in a 
Viet Cong. Other f.igures show land clearing operation that in­
that . 2·5,000 fortifications and eluded part of the Fil Hol Plan-
1,900 •tunnels were found and · tation. 
blown up with an addi.ti<mal As 1968 begins the 25th Inf 
10,700 meters of tunnels destroy- Div stands ready to strike any­
ed. . where, anytime to demonstrate 

. Among the myriad items of that the VC's terrorist tactics 
material that were captured and cannot succeed and to show the 
either destroyoo or evacuated Vietnamese people that their 
were: 3,113 tons of rice, 7,900 lives need not be made up of 
mines and booby traps, 2,147 :in- days waiting for the VC tax col­
dividual weapons and 668,408 lectors to come around, or sleep­
rounds of small arm's ammuni- less nlghts_ wailing for the_next 
·tion. raid. 

An integral part of the combat 
operations '":ere the pacification /{382 K .,, d 
and Revolutionary Development I e . 
programs aimed at winning the 
confidence of the people of the 
provinces. Medical Civic Action 
Programs (MEDCAPs) were 
conducted throughout the divi­
sion's area of operations. and 
148,000 persons were treated for· 

. · . , illnesses ranging from the more 
. . . . ,...,.,...,,..~, >.;:: iiJ l#sl!fnnlmtCIM~~J;Dj.q~1 

(Continued from Page 1) 
Force tactical aircraft hit-
1ting enemy · positions froJrt 

1
which they launched thei!l 
assaults, and later enem~ 
escape routes. 

,...., '¥.'hen the Viet Cong at-
Just a few of th• weapons that were captured aftttr the battle of Soul Cut by the 3rd Bn, .. . and scratches: .. ,,,.., · · · '" tem~~~ 

22nd Inf "Regulars." The condition of the weapons shows that the Viet Cong w e r e w e Iii Surveys of villages were made 
equipped . .. , ' .. . " IPhoto by .MAJ Bernard Rhees) to determine their needs, schools 

and west at daybreak on 
Jan. 2, these aircraft spray-

' were rebuilt or repaired, dlspen-
sariP-s were opened, wells were 
dug or cleaned out to \nsure an 
aaequate water supply. When­
ever possible the local villagers 
supplied the labor but when the 
project was beyond their capa· 
bilities Tropic Lightning troop­
ers stepped in to get the job 
done. The whole program was 
designed to demonstrate to the 
Vietnamese people that the divi­
sion is here to help them rebuild 
their country instead of destroy 
it as VC propaganda had led 

' . " f -· ' t....· ,, . llM\l!!Jl>IA . .,,,,-· "-.... / 
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This Is a map of the 10-hour battle of Soul Cut. At least 382 Viet Cong of the 271st and 
272nd Main Force VC Regiments were killed in their abortive attempt to overrun the fire sup­
. port base. ISee story Page 11 
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them to believe. 
Two of the most notable ac­

complishments during the year 
occurred during Operation DiaJ 
mond Head, at Dau Tieng in 
Tay Ninh Province, and Barking 
Sands, at Phu Hoa Dong in Binh 
Duong Province. 

The VC used three villages 

See Photo This Page 

ed the jungle with thous­
ands of rounds of machirte 
gun fire and . air-delivered 
rockets. · 

The infantrymen .found 
most o( . the enemy dead 
around the base camp peri­
meter. 

U.S. casualties were list­
ed as 23 killed and 153 
wounded. 

In addition to the 382 
Viet Cong ·killed, the enemy 
lost 87 individual (rifles, 
carbines and sub-machine 
guns) and 29 crew-served 
(machine guns, mortars and 
recoilless rifles) weapons~ 
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