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IN REPLY l'lEFER TO 

---
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 2.0310 

AGAM-P (M) (7 Mar 58) FOR OT RD-674137 13 March 1968 

SUB.JECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 269th 
Combat Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1~67 (U) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accord­
ance with paragraph Sb, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions 
should be repor~ed to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 
90 days of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appi·o­
priate benefits in the future from lessons learned during current 
operations and may be adapted for use in developing training material. 
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GUNSHIPS 

neaignmant but aleo insures thnt qunllty personnel a.re nisaigned. to the 

g\Dl platoon. 

1,;. Source 1 Le a sons learned, · 182't.h Assa.ult Helioopter Ccmpo;Di. 

!ten& Gunehip night opero.tic:~s. 

DiB<JUBaions Two gunships 1dth complete crow wre loist n.rt n 

re~t or losing visunl oonto.ot vith ea.ch other o.t night. The ~ring" gun.-. 

ship ·of thG tean hnd hllbitunlly flow lower than the toam lender to 

aiThouatte the load a!i.!p nga.i.nat tho sky. Thie :prooOOure aleo af'f ordad. 

tho "1ing non an unreatrictod fire nrea in the event tbo.loo.der w.s taken 

under enamy firo. , The bazlll"d :1nvol ved w.s that the ldng lUrl.p ws tho fira1 

to recognizo a loss of contact, 3Ild onco recognizing it, until visunl 

contnct we a.go.in oato.bllshed1 the wing shl.p could not read~ ohango 

o.ltitude. This probleu or loss of visun.l contact w.s f'urther m:ipl.ified by 

the con.but roquirenents to mo.ek o.ll no.vigo.tion lights. 

Observation: A procedure we.a ostnbllahed directing tho.t the Ying 

cnn mnintnin o. f'light level nt least 150 foet higher tb.nn tho toom leader 

until a tnrgot is actunJ.1~· engoged. This policy itlprovoa night viBUri.l 

contuc;t \:ith tho refor-anoos nvail.o.blo on bonrd the uircrn.ft1 i.e., 

navigation lights or boacon. This also ollow tha wing non to irnediately 

1nitinte n ollnb should contuct be ]ostJ procludinJ "the hazard of u 

Did-air collision. 


