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Ivy Units Hit 
By Heavy Enemy 
Mortar Attacks 
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(MACVF- Units of the 4th 

Infantry Division were heavily 
mortared and Ivymen were 
cug~ged in heavy contact 
with an enemy force this 
week in Operation Sa m 
Houston. 

The Ivy Division's 2nd 
Brigade command post, 39. 
kilometers west of Plciku City, 
took more than 450 rounds 
of enemy 82mm mortar fire 
in three attacks Monday and 
Tuesday. 

One 4th Division soldier 
was killed and 61 wounded 
in the attacks. The unit re­
ported killing two enemy 
and capturing two weapons. 

At 7p.m. Monday the fire 
support base of the I st Bat­
talion, 22nd Infantry, m:civ­
ed 20 rounds of 82mm mor­
tar fire 69 kilometers south­
west of Kontum City. Enemy 
small arms fire began when 
the mortaring ceased. 

Artillery and fbreship1 
supported the unit with 
unlmqwn rtsults. 

. . .. , Two U.S. personnel were 
· ·" l · · woundrd ln the anaclr. 

A CAREFUL WATCH Company A, I st BJtulion, 

Wailint anxiowly, ""' men from Ccmpany C1 2nd Baualion (M«.hanizld), 22nd Infantry, 
4tlt f)jj,isiJJn, 1oolc aaoss ./Ji:' diet tlidf ••~·aUt• Vi~ani from Cambodia durint a rtunt 
opaa:iDn. (USA Photo b Sp4 Gary M. Silva) ~ 

22nd Infantry, tstablished 
htavy contact with an estimat­
ed reinforced enemy company 
at I 0:35 a.m. Tuesday 68 kilo­
meters southwest of Kontum 
City in Kontum Province. 

The company was reinforc­FROM PREMIER KY 

lvyme~ ·Receive Viet"amese Awards 
Plei Djeren1- Twenty­

five members of •he 4tb 
Infantry Division were deco­
rated by Premier Nguyen 
Cao .Ky of the Republic of 
Vietnam at the 2nd Brigade 
forward base camp last week. 

ed by another 2nd Brigade 
force at 1 p.m. and the rein­
forcements also established 
heavy contact. Artillery and 
tactical air supported the 
friendly force. The enemy 
b1oke oontact at 7 .p.m. 

Premier Ky, accompanied 
by his wife and other high 
ranking Vietnamese military 
leaders, was flown from II 
Corps hc;zdquarters in Pleiku 
to the Zlid Brigade area by 
helicopter. After the awards 
ceremony the premier and 
party vlsited the fire support 
base of the 2nd Battalion, 
35th .Infantry, and then re­
turned to Plciku. 

Major General Williim R. 
Peers, 4th Division com­
mander, received the National 
Order, 5th Class, Gallantry 
Cross with Palm and Lieuten­
ant Colonel John C. Allyn, 
division G-5, was presented 
the Distinguished Service 
Cross, 1st Class (Civilian). 

AISo receiving . Gallantry 
Crosses with Palm . were 
Lieutenant Colonel Leonard 
A. Morley, Lieutenant Colo­
nel James R Lay, and 
Lieutenant Coloi:el Clyde 0. 

Clark, .all -of Headquarters 
Company. 

937th Engl 11 e er Group; 
Lieutenant Frank M. Applin, 
Headquarters Company, 4th 
Battalion, 42nd Artillery. 

Also Warrant 0 ff ice r 
Wayne D. Phinney, Lieu­
tenant Duncan B. Dowling, 
Chief Warrant Officer Loye 

Interim reports on friendly 
casualties show nine killed, 
30 wounded and seven mis­
sing in action. Enemy l.osses 
are unknown. 

A 1st Battalion, 22nd Jn. 

Gallantry Crosses with 
Gold :>tars were presented 
to Staff Sergeant Zollo T. 
Domingo, Company C, I st 
Battalion, 12th Infantry; Staff 
Sergeint Clifford G. Shaver, 
Company B, 1st Battalion, 
12th Infantry; Sergeant First 
Class Robert F. Wright, 
Company A, lst Battalton, 

(Cont'd Page 3, Col. 1) fantry fire support base, 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

16 YEARS LATER 

12th Infantry; and Staff f /22 d S R . 
Sergeant Tu'utau Fanene, n . ergeant eCelVeS 
Company B, 2nd Battalion, 

aths.~~t~::·soldimreceived Another Enemy 'Greeting' 
Gallantry Crosses with Silver Plei Djereng- A close call 
Star. They were Fir S.t with death was experienced 
Sergeant Bruce A. Cable, on the night of February r 4 
Company A, 1st Battalion, by Sergeant Edmund L . 
22nd Infantry; Staff Sergeant Sheldon, weapons squad 
Edward K. Apo, Company C, leadrr, and Private First 
I st Battalion, 22nd Infantry; Class Stephen A. DeVorss, 
Specialist 5 Terry D. Suire, radio repairman, of Company 
Headquarters Company, I st C, I st Batt a Ii on, 22nd 
Batralion, 22nd Infantry; Infantry. 
Staff Sergeant Edward S. The close call occured when 
Towe, and Sergeant Gerald an enemy mortar round 
W. Brown, both of Ceznp;any landed five feet from their 
C, 2nd Battalion, 8th In- tent. The tent was destroyed 
fantry; Lieutenant Arthur S.' but Sergeant Sheldon and 
Remson, Battery A, 4th · PFC DeVorss lived to tell 
Battalion, 42nd Artillery; their story because they had 
Colonel Ernest P. Braucher, left their tent to answer a 

radio call seconds before the 
roun'Ci landed. 

Sergeant Sheldon recalls 
that 16 years ago to the day 
in the Valley·of Chip-Yong­
Ni, Korra, he had received 
a sirniliar "Valentine" from 
the enemy: · 

Shortly after his regiment, 
the 23rd Infantry, had moved 
into the valley and was 
digging in, Sergeant Sheldon's 
unit was hit by enemy mortar 
fire which started a four-day 
attack. 

The sergeant hopes to be 
home for next Valentine's 
Day. 

located 70 kilometers south­
west ofKontum City in Kon­
tum Province, received 60 
rounds of enemy 82mm mor­
tar fire the evening of 
March 9. 

One U.S. soldier w~s 
woundrd during the I 0-
minute attack. 

Artillery fire was placed 
on the four enemy firing 
locations with unknown re­
sults. 

Another 1 / 22nd unit cime 
under enemy mortar fire 
March 12 and 13. 

The unit's . base, located 
approximately seven kilo­
metets from the border west­
northwest of Plei Djereng, 
received S 2 rounds of 8 I 
and 82mm mortar fire durfog 
three seperate attacks Mar~ . 

(Cont'd Pate 4, Col. I) 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY 

Watch Out 
For Little 
Green Men 
Dra1on Mount•in - If 

you are in the vicinity of 
either the 1st Squadrcn, I 0th 
Cavalry, or 4th Rcpt..cemtnt 
Detachment today, don't be 
alarmed if a pair of Irish 
ltprecbauns suddenly ltap out 
o! nowhere and shoorer you 
with sbamrocks .... .. it's St. 
Patrick's Day and anythi1 g 
can· happen. 

The two leprechauns would 
probably be none other than 
the Ivy Division's two 
"Famous" Irishmen, Major 
Th o m a s J. Shaughnessy 
.(Milwaukee), lauded by 
author John Steinbeck as the 
Famotis Four t h 's bald­
headed, jovial, Irish Patrick 
O'Shaughncssy, and Captain 
Michael F. Merrick (Dublin, 
Ireland). 

Captain Merrick, as the 
more Irish "native" of the 
two, spoke briefly on the 
significance of the observance 
of St. Patrick's Day. 

"Nobody knows when St. 
Patrick was born," said the 
Infantry captain, but be died 
on March 17. His father was 
believed to h a v e been a 
Ro m a n centurion. Youog 
P;itrick attended a Catholic 
s e m i n a r y and was later 
appointed by the Pope to 
'journey to the north and 
convert the pagan Celt! .' 

"He landed in Ireland 
about 432 A.D. and began a 
crusade that led to bis being 
canonized as St. Patrick. 

"So you set, continued the 
(Cont'd Pugc 3, Col. 1) 
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.:-1;81h· · Fire Teant leiid.tr ;y; 
" ~- . . . r 
b Serves ·- As . Enlisfed ·. Aide '-~: 
,.,;,,' '. .. · on10~ Moun~ln-· Cor. ·{ 

poral. Jeffrey C •. Barker ~(Co- :.:·~ 
lumbua, Ohio) is -ser\.ing as ·•-~ 
this week's ·enllstcd :a1<1e for .•;: 
Major ·General .:William R. -_­
P~,)fth Divlllon.c:ommand· ~ 

··.q.· 

-------

IVY · LEAF 

A LIFESAVER -TJ..1prawlittt ~mplu of tJu 18th Srzrfi&Q] Ho1pilal ruar !'1.tiJm.ll#rUe 
1onu of the man modmi •qmpmmt and hi1hly traind penonMl in the Repablic t1f Vtetnam. 
TM ho1pilal · htu proven a li/wlllrinf rtDp for many troopJ woanded in mmbat 11pt!ratiims Iii 
the Central• HfthlandJ. ·(USA Photo by Sp-#· MW. .Harull) 

/ 

Five Cavalrymen Jnstrud 
Vietnamese ~orfar Squad 



SOUTH VIET NAM 
Gathering Intensity 

The ground war in Viet N01m is 
intensifying, wilh mounting casuailics 
on hu1h sides. Aided hy a sudden in­
fusion of morlars and fresh weapons, 
and often impelled hy a growing sense 
of desperation , the Viet Cong have 
turned more aggressive in the hope of 
scoring some badly needed victories. 
With the increase in the U .S. troop 
levels-which last week reached 427 ,­
()()(~more Americans are ranging 
through the countryside than ever be­
fore , spoiling for a fight. The war's 
vicious turn was reflected last week in 
two sets of statistics. 

Saigon reported that in the week 
ending March 18, casualties for both 
Communist and U.S. troops reached 
new highs for the war. A weekly record 
of 2.675 Viet Cong and North Vietnam­
ese soldiers were killed ; there is no sure 
way to count Communist wounded , but 
they must have been proportionately 
large. The U.S. lost 211 dead, and 
suffered 1,874 wounded and seven mis.­
ing or captured, bringing total U.S. 
casualties to more than 2,000 in one 
week for the first time. So far this year, 
·American deaths are averaging 150 per 
week v. 96 a week during 1966. 

Sad as those figures are. they are 
dwarfed by the enormous bloooletting 
that has been infticted on the Commu­
nists. The Pentagon announced that since 
Jan. I, Allied forces have killed some 
19,500 of the enemy, a rate of 1,770 
weekly as compared with last year's 
average of I, I 00. Even so, the Com­
munists keep coming. U.S. intelligence 
last week put Red fighting strength up 
by 4,000 men to a total of 286,000, an 
increase that just matched last week's 
U .S. increase of 4,000 new men. When 
last week's totals are released this week 
in Saigon, Communist dead are likely 
to reach another new high. 

A Terrible Price 
One of the war's biggest and blood­

iest battles took place last week around 
an egg-shaped clearing at Suoi Tre, 55 
miles northwest of Saigon in War Zone 
C. There, syrrounded by a treeline of/ 
sparse woodland blighted by defoliants 
U.S. helicopters flew in three batteries 
of 105-mm. howitzers and some 450 
young U.S. draftees of the 4th division, 
Jed by Lieut. Colonel Jack Vessey, 
Lieut. Colonel Jack Bender and a sprin­
kling of toughened veterans. They were 
part of Junction City, the war's biggest 
operation, and at first they did not ex­
pect much heavy action. Junction City 
has been sweeping through Zone C , de­
stroying bunkers and tunnels and cap­
turing significant documents and equip­
ment, but it had so far achieved few 
major encounters with the enemy. 

It was immediately obvious that 
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THE WORLD 
something was difTcrenl at Suoi Tre . 
When the helicopters first set down in 
the tiny, vulncrahle clearing. Viet Cong 
scouts in nearhy trees detonated heavy 
charges of explosives. hlowing up three 
of the choppers. Still, the rest of the 
Americans came on an<l set up their 
perimeter around the howitzers. even 
though unusually large groups of Viet 
Cong were spottc<l moving in lhe area. 
Though they did not know it , the draft­
ees had landed practically in the midst 
of 2.000 Viet Cong professionals spear­
headed hy the crack 272nd main force 
regiment. For two days the Viet Cong 
watched and ..-aited, carefully counting 
the · number of Suoi Tre's defenders, 
noting the departure of one battalion 
for another operation. 

Lethal Stings. They attacked at 6:30 
a.m .. lobbing the first mortar shell onto 
the doorstep of one U.S. company com­
mand post. Seconds later another ex­
plooed just outside battalion headquar­
ters. Then the earth erupted all through 
the U .S. positions, as some 650 mortar 
shells rained down. Under cover of the 
holocaust, the Viet Cong moved up 
machine guns and 75-mm. recoilless ri­
fles. Even before the vertical death of 
the ruortars had ceased falling, the hori­
zontal death of patterned gunfire was 
strung man-high across the clearing. 
The battle quickly became one of pure 
firepower, as close to a classic infantry­
man's fire fight as Viet Nam has yet 
seen . Instead of trying to rush the G .J.s 
and overwhelm them in a sudden, 

VIET CONG DEAD AT SUOI TRE 

Too long among the beehive.. 

"'~'' · '"'°'~" ''"''· "' C.mmo- ' nist commander maneuvered his men ~ -Ir p 
cautiously, gradually s<jueezing the ·i;;~: :J. . J 
imetcr and lrying to cut down the~ t...,/ 
cannonecrs wi1h machine guns and IV 
rockcls while his infantrymen gave '.:) LU 
covering fire and grenaded the Ameri---1~ 7' ' 
cans in lhcir pils and hunkers . ,=Artrf 1' 

Untried and outnumhcrcd , lhe Amer· ti'' 
icans worked together blazing away 
with everything they had. A "quad- .. · 
fifty" of four 50-cal. machine guns 
mounted on a turret was fired without 
respilc until its harrcls burnl oul. The 
big howitze,.. were cranked down to 
ground level , point-blank range. The 
gunnors opened the breeches and took 
aim through the open harrels straight 
into the faces of the steadily advancing 
Viet Cong. The three batteries fired 
more than 2,200 shells, including doz­
ens of awesome "beehives," a hitherto 
classified anti-personnel shell that spits 
8,000 finned flcchettes (steel darts), 
each an inch long, whose lethal stings 
turn an ordinary artillery piece into a 
monsier shotgun. 

On Their Knees. Even so, more 
than a third of the American perimeter 
caved in, yielding yard by yard to Viet 
Cong pressure. Young troopers took 
reckless chances to fetch more bullets 
and grenades. Using his ma<ter ser­
geant as a sort of artillery spotter, 
Specialist Four Samuel Townsend. 21 , 
a draftee and former high-school ath­
lete from Detroit, pitched grenades 
with deadly accuracy at an enemy now 

less than 30 yds. away. In 
some spots the fighting 
was even closer. Private 
First Class Edward Ed-
wards, 20, clubbed down 
one surprised Viet Cong 
with his rifle butt. SP4 
Richard Hazel, 2 I, sprint­
ing for a rifle, literally 
ran into a Viet Cong. "I 
bumped into him," he said. 
"There were no fancy 
punches, I just knocked 
him down." An armed ar-
tilleryman finished him off. 

U .S. jets flew I I 7 sorties 
over roiling Suoi Tre, 
bombing the attackers with 
explosives, napalm and an­
ti-pe,..onnel bomblets. Two 
distant artillery batteries 
walked more than 2,000 
shells through the enemy's 
ranks, some striking as 

~. 

.. ~· 

close as 100 ft. to the 
shrunken U .S. perimeter. .f; 
A big Chinook chopper · :$ 
swept through smoke and 
fire to drop slings of fresh 
ammunition. But the G .I.s 
were down to their last bul-
lets, and in some bunkers 
to a single grenade. Eleven 
of the batteries' 18 how-

TIME, MARCH 3t, t967 :t.· 
:~~. 

itzers Jay silenced hy enemy . ti.re; ar­
tillerymen loaded the remaining guns 
while kneeling amid hurning shells. As 
the enemy fire poured in and the Viet 
Cong, scenting lhe kill , closed 111 for a 
final assault . everyone in Suoi Trc from 
gunners wielding pistols to cook• and 
bottle washers desperately resisted the 
onslaught. 

Like the IO O'Clock Show. Within a 
half hour after the battle began. an ar­
mored column only two miles away 
was dispatched to aid Suoi Tre's de­
fenders. It was delayed by dilliculty in 
crossing the steep-hanked, muddy Suoi 
Samat River. Finally a crossing was 
filled in by a tank mounting a hulldozer 
blade. Just as the Americans at Suoi 
Tre were ahout to be overrun entirely, 
the delayed column of 80 armored per­
sonnel carriers and tanks rumbled 
through the trees. As they came. they 
crushed the massed Viet Cong beneath 
their treads and sprayed the enemy 
ranks with withering machine-gun fire. 
Hands popped from tank turrets and 
dropped grenades to blast off Viet Cong 
fighters who had swarmed over their 
steel shells. When the Viet Cong finally 
grasped what they were up against, 
they hastily retreated. "It was," ex­
ulted Bender. "just like the I 0 o'clock 
show on TV: the U.S. Cavalry came 
riding to the rescue." 

The Americans lost a comparatively 
mooerate 3 1 dead in the battle, suffered 
another I 09 wounded. But the fleeing 
Viet Cong paid a terrible price for 
coming so near to victory. They left 
617 bodies on the field of Suoi Tre, 
having carried away as many other 
dead as they could. It was one of their 
worst single defeats of the war. 

THAILAND 
S-52s & Green Berets 

More bad news for the Viet Cong 
came last week from nearby Thailand, 
which announced its readiness to base 
U.S. B-52s on Thai territory. Flying 
unseen and unheard at 40,000 ft. or 
more, the big B-52s have struck more 
terror into the enemy than almost any 
other weapon. But they have' been lim­
ited until now by the necessity of haul­
ing their 60,000-lb. bomb loads from 
Guam on a 5,200-mile, twelve-hour 
round trip. The Thai decision will place 
the bombers within a scant hour's dis­
tance of practically any Communist 
concentration in South Viet Nam, en­
abling each B-52 to make several sor­
ties a day instead of one. 

The Thai welcome to the B-52s is 
only the latest open admission of coop­
eration with the U.S. in fighting the 
Communists, reve,..ing a long Thai reti­
cence about publicizing their role in the 
war. The Thais already permit other 
U.S. fighter-bombers to fty from four 
bases in Thailand; they are readying 
a 2,400-man fighting force to join the 
Allies in Viet Nam later this year. 
Their increasing willingness to partici­
pate is a case of enlightened self-inter-
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