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635 Viet C(mg Killed in 4-Hour Battle

Reactionary
Drill Saves

Artillerymen

A battleficld dress-rehears-
al ix credited with preventing
the enemy from completely
overrunming the fire support
base ot the 3rd Bde., 4th Inf.
Div., during the massive Viet
Cong attack at Soui Da,
March 21.

Lt. Cel. Juhn W. Vessey, com-
mander of the 2nd Bn., 77th Arty ..
reported that the night before the
attack, the artllery reactionary
furce of 30 men had rehearsed
uned out to be the Qe’:'i

they-werg_nced:

s attack

ma comment to the rehicarsal
was, It sure paid off.”

Co. B. 3rd Bn., 22nd Inf. was

in dunger of lesing its position.

They had pulled back into a

t circle and handtc-hand

ot

vwt had flared up In wmany
[ stated wne afficer The
Lusim fowityers were fiting at

paint bians range and the rounds
were landing about 75 meters to
our front-and we couldn't lower
the tubes anymore.” Col. Vessey
stated. |
It was at this point of the bat- |
tle that the reactionary feree was
committed | ,
As the battle raged. umits ufy “VC detectors’ were used with
the 3rd Bde.. 4th Inf Div.. were:Breat success by the 2nd Bn.,
rushing through heavy jungle nj27th Inf, “Wolfhounds" during
an attempt to reinforce the be Operanon “Junction City.”
leagured infantry and artillery. Not a mechanical device, these
The 2nd Bn. (Mech), 2Ind Inf, VC detectors were a soldier and
and the 2nd Bn.. 34th Armor, his scout dog, from the 38th Scout
were pushing tn from the west Dog Platoon.
and the 2nd Bn. 12th Inf.. was’ Working as a team, the keen
moving 10 from the northwest. |ienses of the dog coupled with
“It was the closest thing to the |the equally alert handler invari-
‘Lute-Late Show™ 1 huve ever uhiy provided an early warning
scen—it was the cavalry coming | ithat ““Charlie” was in the vicini-
to the rescue and we were suro I3
happy to see these tracks ctme

wave assaults.

In the dense jungle of War Zone

BATTLEFIELD—Aerial view of the besieged fire support base shortly after enemy troops
broke contact and fled, leaving 635 of their dead behind. A few hours earlier, troops of
the crack VC 272nd Main Force Regiment aitempted to overrun this position with human

(Phn!o 8y SP4 Adrlun E. Weter)

C the dogs proved to be especial-
Iy valuable. Their ability to de-
tect by scent what the men could
'not see in the lush undergrowth
effectively countered any ideas of
surprise the VC may have had.

Taking part in all sweeps con-
ducted by the “Tropic Lightning”
infantrymen, the handler and his
’scoul dog 1ake the point position.

The handler remains alert for
any sign from his dog that would |
indicate enemy nearby. As soon
as the dog alerts the team, their
job is done and the “olfhounds

aut of the woodline,” said one -
offreer i
The armored  persounel  car-

2nd Bde. Foru

Machmegun, rifle grenade, and
smull arms fire ruked the combat
camp of the

tecs and tanks moved across llu
clearing using all available fire-
power to save the hard pnswd
l S troopers They were able to
pecform te the maximum of their
tContinued on Back Page)

Want to Win an R&R?

Want to win an R&R? It's simple. We're looking for a new
name for AMBUSH maguasine—just come up with a new one
and vou can be the winner. Send your suggestions to the In-
formation Office, 25th Inf. Div. APO SF 96225. Sorry, only 25th
Division svldiers may participate.

Include on your written suggestion sheet your full name,
runk, service numher and complete military address.

Al entries must be submitted prior to 5 p.m. April 15, 1967,
Noane will be accepted alter that tisme. All entries must include
the dute und time submitted, in the event of a tie the earliest
re rded suggestion wins, The decision of the judges (the divi-
SiOn’s sergeants-major) is final,

SO—WIN YOURSELF A TRIP TO THE R&R CENTER ()l-'
YOUR CHOICE. DON'T DELAY, PUT THAT SUG
IN TODAY!

forward  buse

2nd

n

ard Camp il

Bde. recently.

The action took place during the
brigade-conducted Operation
| “*Waialua” southwest of Cu Chi.

. The attack, beginning shcrtly
'after 9 p.m., rocked the base area
soon after the brigade elements
had moved in and begun to pre-
[ pare defensive positions.

i The soldiers attempted to take

i cover in partially completed shel-,
,ters as bullets spattered the!
ground around them. Six men were
inyured in the attack, one serious-

iy

Communications platcon Iuld«r
"Ist Lt Peter MeGuire, said.
were Just beginning to set !hmga
up when the first rounds came
The hire crew very itense
and lasted for newly a half-
hour.™

Ling

Patrol’s Find
Signals Start
Of Big Fight

The 3rd Bde., 4th Inf.
Div., under operational con-
trol of the 25th Inf. Div.,
routed an estimated Viet
Cong Regiment recently 30

See Pictures
Pages 4 & 5

km north of Tay Ninh during
Operation “Junction City.”

A total of 635 Viet Cong were
killed in the four-hour, pre-dawn
battle. It was believed to be the
largest number of enemy soldiers
killed in a single engagement dur-
ing the Vietnam war.

A patrol sweeping an area ficar

the perimeter of a fire suppeort
base in War Zone C madse con
with
touching off onv

the al 40
of e quer

Vietham war

enemy

Toe
struck back with mestar,

bhattles of the
enemy

automalic  weapons  and  smatl

varms fire.

“Wolfhounds’ Use ‘VC Detectors’

take over to close with and de-
stroy the VC.

In the dangerous point position
many of the handlers and their
dogs have been wounded. The
men of the 38th Scout Dog Pla-
toon have been awarded eleven
Purple Hearts and one of the
dogs, Ceaser, has been wounded
twice.

On ene recent operation, Spd
i+ Donald Tiener and his dog were
iboth_wounded and evacuated to
the Cu Chi base camp. SFC Ar-
thur L. Porter, platoon sergeant
of the scout dogs, said, “'Special-
ist Tiener saw to it that his dog
wuas in the hospital before he
-would altend to his owa wound.”

‘found

{ When asked how a handler
knows his dog has alerted, Spi
Glen Hutchins, 23, commented,
“My dog, Troop, will perk up his
ears and look in the suspected
"direction. If it is a really strong
‘scent he will close his mouth and

brcathe through his nose, so as
to be quieter.”

Ist Lt. Ralph Harrison. com-
mander of the platoon, stated,

“The dogs are treated as well
as the men. They go throukh the
isame conditioniny together.” Lt. \
Harrison continued, “We thought'
we might have a problem with
the dogs overheuating, but tram-
and  condititonimyg  prevented
this."”

The men and dogs of the shth
Scout Dog Plateon have o dan-
verous job, but are always reads
o lead the infantryman i a mis
sion where their skills will pre-
“vent casualties and save hves

The 3rd Bde. troopers held thewr
ground, throwing back several
human wave attacks. Using direct
fire from the artillery guns, the
U.S. soldiers also called in close
air strikes, helicopter gun ships,
and other artillery.

After several hours of ferce
fighting, the Viet Cong broke con-
tact, fleeing into the heavy jungle
with other elements of the bri-
gade in hot pursuit. As the battle
area moved inte the jungle, 3rd
Bde. troopers counted 635 encmy
dead arcund the fire support base
perimeter. In addition, more than
150 enemy weapons have been
inctuding small arms,
heavy machine guns and machine
Luns.

A military spokeman said 31
US soldiers were killed in action
and 109 wounded.

1/27th Uncovers
Weapons Cache

Moving  altong  the  swampy
banks of the Oriental River south-

west of Cu Chio the Ist Bn

Inf. “Wolfhounds™ uncovered a
VC  weapens  and  ammunition
cache recently. The action took
place as part of Operatian
Walalba,” a 2nd Bdeo search
and destroy operation ummed ut
elimmatine VC forces and sl

nes west of Duc How
The find included Cranese Clas-

mare nunes. K0mmn mortar
rounds, recottless rifie roureds
wnd ammunition fer the Chicom
KPG-20 One 4 caliber 7 anoases
sun” and  Te2mne s bmnon
woere dso dnrovered









