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It onl.;;- took 24 ;;-e.a.n.11 /on th.nee VLetnam vetenan doon r;;unnen.11 to make 

th.e jounne;;- /nom San Fnancuco, CalL/onnLa, 01;;-mpLa, Wa.Ah.Ln[fton and 
frlLnne.a.pol.u, frlLnneAota to oun natLo~ capLtal. &notLo~ nan h.Lf;J. nefl.ectLnff 

on what th.u jounne;;- actuall;;- meant to !Jave Hu~[f~, !Jennu ?LenpoLnt 

and iJ Lek !Jetna. T h.e "WALL 11 dnaw.11 !f-OU ne.a.n when ca.Auall.;;- walk.Ln[f towand.11 

Lt /nom th.e Wa.11h.Ln~ton fl'Jonument, LLncoln frlonument on CoM.tLtutLon Avenue. 

Toda;;-, Lt u th.e mo.11t vuLted monument Ln Wa.Ah.Ln9-ton !J.C. Oun punpo.11e 

WaA to Le.ave a pen.11onal momento at th.e "WALL", .110 th.at oun unLt Ln V Letnam 

and th.e men that ~ve th.e ultLmate .11acnLf Lce would neven be /on~otten. 

Th.at unLt wa.11 the 188th A.11/laul.t Hel.Lcopten Compan;;- "BLACK WI!JOWS", whLch. 

onl.;;- exu-ted /nom 11 /66 to 12/68. The Oll.L~Lnal compan;;- came oven /ll.om 

Ft Cam.pbel.1., Kentuch;;- Ln e.a.ll.Lf!- 1967 and .11et up opell.atfo~ at !Jau TLen9-, 

Ln th.e mLd.11t of th.e !Jon iJLen frlLchel.Ln ll.ubbell. plantatLon Ln th.e III Coll.p.11 

All.ea of Opell.atLon. Th.e 188th. exuted onl;;- Ln the envLll.onment.11 of combat 

Ln South. VLetnam. Th.eLll. all.e 58,183 name.11 on the black ~ll.anLte VLetnam 

Vetell.~ frlemoll.Lal. We could /eel. th.e Lnnell. powell. of th.e "WALL" a.A we 

wa.1.k.ed Lnto vLew. The /moll bl.end.11 Ln pell./ectl;;- wLth. the .11ull.ll.oundw~ 

1.and.11cape. Th.e "WALL" wa.11 dedLcated on Novembell. 13, 1982. It ju.11t .110 

happened th.at we woul.d be cau~t up Ln th.e frlemoll.Lal !Ja!I actLvLtLeA dedLcatw~ 

th.e ten !fe.G.ll. annLvell.-1-all.!f of th.e "WALL 11
• 1992 ha.A been pll.oclaLmed T h.e 

Jeall. of the VLetnam Vetell.an. It WaA h.all.d /o~ the th.ll.ee of U-1- t~ndell..11tand 
a/tell. .110 man!! !fe.G.M of /eel.Ln9- 1.Lk.e outca.11t.ll o/ oull. own -1-0cLet!I. It 

WaA al.-1-o OJI.I! /Ln.11t ex.pell.Lenee wLth. 'ROLLIN<i THtJN!JCJ?. V, wh.Lch. bll.our;J.t 

to9-eth.ell. 35, 000 V Letnam Ve tell.~ frlotoll.C!fcle Cl.ub memben.11 to th.e "WALL 11
• 

We well.e /oll.tunate to ~et mo-1-t of th.e event on vLdeo and th.e emotLonal 
1.evel..1- can't be put on papell.. It u .1-ometh.Ln[f that one ha.A to ex.pell.Lenee 

Ln pen.11on to /eel. the /ull Lmpact of emotLo~. It took. 20 !fe.G.M {on 

Amell.LC~ to ll.ealL3e th.at Lt WaA all. ll.L~t to hate th.e wall., but not 

to hate the wall.ll.LOll..11111 On Novemben II, 1992 ~ll.eALdent Bu-1-h. h.a.11 been 

wvLted to ffLVe th.e ke!I note addll.e/1.11 and frlll.-1-. Bu-1-h. h.a.A a[fll.eed to -1-ell.ve 

a.A Honoll.all.!f Ch.aLll. of th.e "'Remembll.ance and 'Refl.ec~Lon" Advuoll.!f Boall.d. 



About 2.5 mi..l.li_on people {n.om aLl walkll of li_/e vui_t the "WALL"annuaLl!f-. 

2. 9 mi..l.li_on men and women /len.ved i_n V i_etnam dull.Lnfj the wan. !fe.aM of 

1959-1973. Acti_vi_ti_M wJ..l be held between Novemben. 7-11 1 1992 {on. Veten.anA 

iJa!I. It u expected to be the lan.f}Mt f}Qthen.Lnfj of Vi_etnam Vetll even. 

held i_n the ll.S.A. We found the iJ.C. an.ea to be veil.fl- ex.pen4-i_ve and llo 

I n.ef}n.et to lla!f that I wJ..l not be able to make a llecond tn.i_p to the 

"WALL" /on. thu huton.i_caL f}Qthen.i_nf} of bn.othen.ll-Ln-al1.!M .. I /eel 11011.11.ow 

i_n m!f hean.t that I can't {wancfoll!f make thu -;ioun.ne!I- laA.t and /on. 

the n.ellt of !f-OU who won't be then.e i_n pe11.11on. It'll a 11.eaL llhame that 

mollt of Ull li_ve llo /a11. f11.om the natLonll capLtaL and Olfi? "WALL". 

Oh well1 back to oun. llton.!1-• 

I had contacted two old llen.vi_ce buddLM1 iJennu 'f i_en.powt and iJave llufjf}Lnll 

monthll be/011.e friemon.i_aL Oaf!- 1992. The!!- wen.e ex.ci_ted about fjOLnfj and we 

made oun. a11.11.anf}emenu /on. the tn.i_p. We llpent lli.x da!fll i_n the iJ .C. -Alex.and11.i_a 

Va. an.ea and en/offed the beaut!! of the huton.i_caL laA.t coMt. The an.ea 

conlluted of lullh fjll.een 11.ollwfj hi.lill1 hot 1 humi_d and could tun.n cold 

i_n a momentll noti_ce. It even 11.awed dun.Lnfj oun. vui_t1 whi_ch n.emwded 

aLl of Ull vi the frionlloon 11.aLnll wh.i.le Ln v i_etnam. We ex.pen.i_enced elati_on 

and p11.i_de bewf} wi_th /lo man!! V i_etnam Vete11.anA, oun. /i_ll.llt llLnce 11.etu11.nLnfj 

llOfrJ[. Then.e waA a mi_ni_a{u11.e cop!f o/ the Vi_etnam Women 1
1l friemon.i_aL, whi_ch 

u llcheduled {on. dedi_cati_on on Veten.an 1
1l iJa!f, 1993, In 1984 a /Lafjpole 

and Fn.eden.i_ck llan.t 1
1l lleven-/oot bn.on~e lltatue, The Thn.ee Sen.vi_cemen1 

wall added to the friemon.i_aL. The friemon.i_aL iJa!I- Cen.emon!I- WM veil.ff movLnfj 

M waA the 9owt An.med Se11.vi_cM Colon. 9uan.d and the ll.S. 'Pan.k 'Poli_ce 

llonon. 9ua11.d. The mulli_caL wten.lude wall pen./011.med bf!- Count!!- 9oe frJciJonaLd. 

9uMt llpeakell.ll wcluded, 9an Scll.Ufjfjll('Pn.MLdent, Vi_etnam Veten.anll frJemo11.i_aL), 

9amM Ri_denoun.,(Oi._11.ecton. Nati_onaL 'Pall.fa Sen.vi_ce), ~olle lee f9old Stan. 

Wi_vM), iJn.. Oon.u Li_ppman fVi_etnam Women 1
1l friemon.i_aL 'Pn.o-;iect),'Pattv C11.aw/011.d 

fiJaufjhten. of a Vi_etnam CMuaLtvJ, Lewu B. 'Pullen., 911.. 1 Autho11. f<fuli_t~e11. 

'Pn.i_le Wi_nni_nf} "Fo11.tunate Son--The llealLnfj o/ a V i_etnam Vet) and th.e 

llonon.able 9eon.f}e fric9ove11.n. We had planned on lleeLnfj a whole Lot of llL~tll 

but kept beLnfj dn.awn back to the "WALL"( 6 tLmM). The poluhed black 

fjll.anLte actuaLl!f- n.eachM out to tho11e lookLnfj wto Lt /on. the namM 

of fallen f11.i_end11 /n.om the Vi_etnam Wan.. 



The "WALL" appeaM out o/ the Landllcape M a 11.ef Lecti_on. !Jave llwp;w 

/Lew wi_th the 240th A.II.[. 1
1l !!JA!J !JO<iS out o/ Bean. Cat /11.om 6/67 to 6/68. 

!Jen.nw 'Pi_en.powt and I /Lew wi_th the !88th 1
1l BLACK WI!JOWS and we11.e gunnen.ll 

i_n the thi_n.d /Li_g.ht platoon 1 ll S'PI!JlP.S ( guM). We Left two /11.amed 8x!O 

photoll M momentoll at the "WALL". One WM of the nolle Log,o o/ the 240th 

flJA!J !JO<iS and the llecond WM o/ the !88th /L!f-Ln9- i_n /on.mati_on i_n /11.ont 
of the Black Vi_n.g,w fl1ountaw, NUI BA !JUI. The Ln/.J.cn.i_pti_on 11.ead: In 

fl1emon.i_aL to aLL tholle bn.ave men i_n the !88th-C/ !O/, who g,ave the uLti_mate 

llacn.i_/i_ce i_n ae11.i_aL combat oven. Vi_etnam .•. BLACK WI!JOWS. A/ten. oun. thi_n.d 

vuLt to the WALL, I bn.oke down and cn.i_ed. I teLt a hufl-e bun.den bewg, 

Li_/ted {11.om m!I- llhouLdeM, wf.i_ch I have been ca11.11.!f-Ln9- llLnce 1968. The!l-

lla!f- that the "WALL" healll and I'm hen.e to teLL aLL of the bn.otheM that 

i_t di_d jullt that •..• i_t'll a Lan.g,e lltep /on.wan.d. We lltLLL have a Lot of 

ang,en. Ln/.i.i_de, held i_n /011. llO man!!- !J-eaM, but the "WALL" .a.tan.ted the 

heaLwg, p11.oce-1./.J. /on. thn.ee ven.!1- llpeci_aL Vi_etnam Veten.an/.l, 

When I an.11.i_ved at !Jau Ti_eng, Ln 9une of 1967, the !88th A.II.[. waA one 

o/ the /i_n.llt uni_u to g,et the new Ull-111 hue!f-ll wLth the new L-13 tun.bwe 

eng,we/.J.. Becaulle o/ the added powen. oun. uni_t llaw a Lot of acti_on wi_th 

di_//en.ent uni_tll and llome ven.!1- hagan.doull mL-1./.J.LoTVJ.. We /Lew di_n.ect lluppon.t 
/on., Speci_aL Fon.ce/.J. 1 flJACV, Long, Rang,e Recon 'Patn.oL.a., C.I.!J.(i.(fl1ontag,nan.dll), 

Kon.ean (Whi_te lloMe fJi_vui_on), Nav!f-1 Ri_ven.we Fon.ce, I llt Infantn.!1- fJi_vui_on, 

25th In/ant11.!I- fJi_vui_on, Cambodi_an fl1e11.cena11.i_e/.J. 1 5.0.<i. (Studi_e/.J. and Open.ati_oTVJ. 

<in.oup--Speci_aL Ope11.atLoTVJ.) and the 101 llt A i._11.~011.ne fJi_vui_on. We wen.~ 
at !Jau Ti_eng, /11.om 3/67 to 4/68, wi_th a 2 month T.!J.J. at Tu!!- lloa, won.kwfj­
wi_th the Kon.ean Whi_te !Ion.Ile fJi_vui_on. We moved non.th to L.Z. SaLL!I- i_n 

Apn.LL, 1968. !Jun.wfl- m!I- toun. o/ dut!I- the BLACK WI!JOWS we11.e wvoLved w, 
The Vi_etnam Counte11.of/eMi_ve 'Ph.cue III, KLL Tong, !long, fROK 9th fJi_vui_on), 

TlT 68, TlT Counten.o//en/.J.i_ve Campai_g,n, Open.ati_on JeLLowlltone and Open.ati_on 

fJi_amond !lead. The/.J.e an.e the one/.J. I can Rememben.. I'm hopwg, to make 
contact wi_th otheM /11.om m!I- uni_t who can /LLL i_n the llpace/.J.. I 11.ememben. 
pLace./J LLke, Wan. Zone C, The In.on Tn.i_ang,le, Katum, Loe NLnh, The 'Pan.11.ot'.a. 
Beak., The Fuh !look, llobo Wood11, /Vui_ Ba !Jen, The Cam.bodi..an Bon.den. and 

lcut but not lecut, The ASllAU VALLlY ............ WUCOflJl llOflJl! I I I I I I I I I I 


