%&m /992

THEWALL: REMEIBRANCE. & REFLECTION

Bg Dick Detra

It only took 24 yeana fon thnee Vietnam vetenan doon gunnens to make

the jounney fnom San Francisco, Califonnia, Olympia, Warhington and
/ﬂé}meapolixl, Minnesota to ourn nationa capétal. Emotiona nan /u'_gﬁ neflecténg
on what thia jounney actually meant to Dave fluggina, Dennia Pienpoint
and Dick Detna. The "WALL" draws you near when casually walking towanda
it {from the Washington Monument, Lincoln Monument on Conatitution Avenue.
Today, it ia the moat viaited monument in Washington D.C. Oun punpose
was to leave a pensonal momento at the "WALL", ao that oun unit in Vietnam
and the men that gave the ultimate /.Lacai._{i_ce would nevenrn be {ong,otten.
That unit was the (88th Asrault //eli_copteﬂ Company "BLACK WIDOWS”, which
only exiated fnom 1//66 to (2/68. The oniginal company came ovenr from

Ft Campbell, Kentucky in eanly /967 and set up operations at Dau Tieng,
in the midat of the Don Dien Michelin nubben plantation in the 111 Conpa
Area of Openation. The [/885th exinted only in the envinonmentsa of combat
in South Vietnam. Thein ane 58,/83 names on the black granite Vietnam
Veterana Memonial. We could feel the innen powen of the "WALL" as we
walked into view. The knoll blends in perfectly with the aurnounding
lana//lcape. The "WALL" was dedicated on Novemben /3, 1982, It juat a0
happened that we would be caught up in the Memonial Day activities dedicating
the ten yean annivenrsany of the "WALL". (1992 has been proclaimed The
Yean of the Vietnam Vetenan. [t was hand for the three of ua tgundenstand
aften 10 many yeans of feeling like outcants of oun own society. [t

was alro e8P finst expenience with ROLLING THUNDER V, which brought
togethen 35,000 Vietnam Veterans Motoncycle Club membens to the "WALL".
We wene fonrtunate to get moat of the event on video and the emotional
levels can't be put on papen. It s Aomet/u'_ng that one haa to expenience
in penson to feel the full impact of emotiona. It took 20 yeans fon
Amenicans to realize that it wasr all night to hate the war, but not

to hate the wanniona!!! On Novembern (1, 1992 President Bush har been
invited to give the key note addness and Mra. Bush har agreed to senrve

as flononany Chain of the "Remembrance and ?eflecﬁ_on" Advisony Boand.



About 2.5 midlion peop[e _{nom all walka o,{ [L,t’e vialt the ”W/M[”annual[y.
2.9 midlion men and women senved in Vietnam duning the wan yeans of
1959-1973. Activities will be held between Novemben 7-/1,1992 for Vetenana
Day. It ir expected to be the langest gathening of Vietnam Vet even

held in the U.5.A. We found the D.C. area to be veny expenaive and 4o

I negret to aay that [ will not be able to make a second tnip to the
"WALL" for thia hintonical gathening of brothenrs-in-amnms. I feel sonnow
n my heant that [ can't {i_nanciallg make thia jounney East and fa/z

the neat of you who won't be there in person. [t's a neal shame that

moat of us live ao fan from the nations capital and OUR "WALL".

Oh well, back to oun atony.

[ had contacted two old service buddies, Dennis Pienpoint and Dave fluggina
montha befone Memonial Day 1992. 7/zeg wene excited about going and we
made oun annangements fon the taip. We apent aix days in the D.C.-Alexandnia
Va. area and enjoyed the beauty of the histonical Cast coast. The anea
conainted of lush green nolling hilla, hot, humid and could tunn cold

{n a moments notice. [t even rained a’u/zi.ng, our vialt, which neminded

all of us 6f the Monsoon rains while in Vietnam. We expenienced elation
and pride being with a0 many Vietnam Veterans, oun finat since retunning
HOME . There was a miniatune copy of the Vietnam Women's Memonial, which

in acheduled for dedication on Vetenan's Day, 1993. In (984 a flagpole
and Fredenick Hant's seven-foot bnonge atatue, The Three Senvicemen,

was added to the Mlemonial. The Memonial Day Ceremony was very moving

asr was the Joint Anmed Senvices Colon Guand and the U.5. Pank Police

Honon Guand. The musical interlude wasr penformed by County Joe Mchonald.
Gueat apeakens included, Jan ScnuggalPresident, Vietnam Vetenrans Memoniall,
James Ridenoun,(Dinecton National Pank Senvicel, Rose Lee (Gold Stan
Wivea), Dn. Donin Lippman (Vietnam Women's Memonial Project/,Patty Crawfond
(Daughten of a Vietnam Canualty), Lewin B. Pullen, Jn., Authon (Pulitzen
Prize Winning "Fontunate Son--The flealing of a Vietnam Vet) and the
Honorable Geonge McGovern. We bad planned on seeing a whole lot of aighta
but /eep'é 6e[_n9, drawn back to the "WALL"(6 timea). The po[L'A/ze,a’ black

granite actually neaches out to those looking into it fon the names

of fallen frienda {nom the Vietnam Wan.



The "WALL" appeans out of the landacape ar a reflection. Dave fluggina

){[ew with the 240th AH.C. 2 MAD DOGS out 0){ Bean Cat {/wm 6/67 to 6/68.
Dennia Pi_enpoént and [ f[ew with the (885th'a BLACK WIDOWS and wene gunnens
in the thind {light platoon’s SPIDERS (qunal. We left two {nramed 8x/0
photos ar momentos at the "WALL". Ore was of the nose logo of the 240th
MAD DOGS and the second wan of the (85th flying in fonmation in front

of the Black Vingin Mountain, NI BA DEN. The inacniption nead: In
Memonial to all those brave men in the (88th-L/10/, who gave the ultimate
aacnifice in aenial combat oven Vietnam...BLACK WIDOWS. Aften oun thind
viailt to the WALL, I bnoke down and cried. [ _{e,[t a /zuge, burden 6e£n9
lifted from my ahouldena, which [ have been cannying Alnce /968. /—/(ey

say that the "WALL" heals and ['m here to tedl all of the brothens that

it did just that....it's a lange step forwand. We atill have a lot of
angen inaide, held in fon o many yeans, but the "WALL" stanted the
healing process fon thnee veny apecial Vietnam Veterana.

When I annived at Dau Tieng in June of 1967, the (88th A.H.C. war one

of the finat units to get the new UH-(H hueys with the new [-/3 tunbine
engines. Because of the added powen oun unit saw a Lot of action with
diffenent unita and some very hagandous missions. We flew dinect aupport
for, Special Fonces, MACY, Long Range Recon Patnols, C.l.D.G.(Montagnanda/,
Konean (White Honse Diviaion/, Navy, Rivenine Force, /4t Infantry Diviaion,
25th Infantny Diviaion, Cambodian Mencenanies, 5.0.G. (Studies and Openations
Group--Special Operations) and the [0/at Ainborne Diviaion. We wene

at Dau 7&@9 {rom 3/67 to 4/68, with a 2 month 1.0.Y. at Tug Hoa, working
with the Konean White flonse Diviaion. We moved nonth to [.2. Sally in
Apnid, (968. Duning my toun of duty the BIACK WIDOWS were involved in,

The Vietnam Countenoffensive Phase 111, Kl Tong Hong (ROK 9th Diviaion/,
7T 68, TET Countenoffensive Campaign, Openation Yellowstone and Openation
Diamond Head. These ane the onesa I can Rememben. I'm hoping to make
contact with others from my unit who can fidl in the spaces. I nememben
placu, Llike, Wan Zone C, The Inon 7/1[.(1/19,[6, Katum, Loc Nink, The Pannot’a
Beak, The Finh Hook, Hobo Woods, Nui Ba Den, The Cambodian Border and
last but not least,The ASHAU VALLEY............ WELCOME HOMEL 1111111117



