
Info Removed by VNCA

Castaic,Ca 
Castaic,Ca,11-18th-1991 

Mr. 
Dick Detra 

S a n F r a n c i s c , ca - J .. 

Dear Mr . Detra , 

it is raaly interesting,how small this world is •••• 
I happened to go trough a Volume 11, Nr 8/9 of the 
Aug/Sept Edition of the "Veteran" from Washinton D. C. , 
and discovPred your add in the "Locatpr" on paoe 32: 
I served in Vietnam from 1949- 1952,allto~ether 34 months , 
with the 13th DBLE (Demi Brigade Legion Etrangere) in Hoc­
mon, Tayninh,and from 1951-195 2 in Dau-Tieng ••••• We were there 
to protect the Michel in ~lantation .If I recall right , there 
were allto ether something like 22 small yill a es,where 
t ~ ~ workers lived and we were there for t~eir and as I said , 
the whole plantation protection a ainst titre Viet minh(later 
Viet-Cong ).I was actually right across from an old catholic church 
and we had a little hospital next to us.There was an old 
Vietrtamese Padre (named Le Vinh Kuang) who wrote me for the 
last time I believe l 4,while I was statio d allready in 
Germany on the occupation . I n s ver forget how a Lt~from the 
Spahi ' s detachment saved my life,by passing our convoy , with 
his jeep from Dau -T ieng to Tay - Ninh , and alltough the road 
was supposedly checked with mine detectors , suddenly ri ht in 
front of us, his jeep hit a mine burried under the soil , and all 
what was left of it were the 4 wheels ••••• Later we discovered , 
that the ennemi W? s wrapping treir mines in parafine(which is 
used for candJ es manufacturing) and thusJthe mine detector did 
not sensec · anything!Anyway , if J1 ou have some negatives , or pic­
tures from your time over there ,I would be grateful to you , 
for lendin me some , and in return,I will be glad to make some 
with my macro-lens from my scrapbook for you.If you feel like 
writing me when you have time , please , do not hesitate .I am uhere 
with my collegues in the so called "Lost Patrol"-Vietnarn Vets, 
in Canyon · ntry,rnostly green Berets guys , anrl Navy ifien and 
Air Force friends . They accepted me , alltou h I am all eady over 
70,however the cameraderie and brotherhood- in- arms xi ts! 

With my best regards 
sincerely 



Hi , Dick 1' 8 au ti f u 1 . own ta w n "C as t a i c , 1 -1 5 t h- 19 9 2 

First , Please , do , accep ny si rtc ere thanks for that heau tiful shot fror 11 your 1 

chopper windcw . Simpl excPllent! e dless to say , th~t had WE have the eq.ipnen t 
i n those days , YOU and all the other auys most likely ou d not have to o in 
tat bloody country •• • • BUT , it is too late to bitch a1out it now, is not it? 
In any case , WE , menain _ you and I and al the others did OT lose tha wan 
the Goverhrnent did!However , I ha\le to apolo ize for L,ne thin . When I send the 
b ow-up of the map of the Michelin plantation i 08u - Tien , I discovered later 
that I simply fa:r.,,et to add rny letter and ti-is 2.,closed r:-icture to it.Well , I 
think that only shews old age(!!),well , yes , my friend,! just turned 17 last 
se tember ( the other way around that i s=70 so I am oin on seventeen , funny , hu h' 
But , that ' s life! Also , what I fro~et to mention t you , that there was one uy 
in my company , by the name of DETRE , (nct Detra) but I do clearly recalJ , hat he 
was a French n , maybe t hat your ancestors were from France?And not to forget , 
thanx for those calPnder , the~ sure come ha ndy . rn that cut-out picture of 
ours , you sure lo e k ood ! We had a pleasant X-Mas , allto ether 8 people , and TI 

made a snaked turkey hen , and uess . Nothi n was left , so I think they must ha ve 
liked it • • • There were snowcaps on our mo ntains , so it was rea l y like Ch i istmas 
Well , and by now , half of the man is allr ady down the drain , rretty soon we wi 
have Easter , and it won ' t be long, and th re will be X- Mas a ain • •• HUH!What a 
way to o?So now , to come back to your picture of that bloody mounta i n over the· 
re , (we used to say in "Hinterrei ssfeldshausen"=that was a halfway fucked - up 

erman slan , meaning so much as "in the boondocks , way behind them thar rice -
fiel ds ••• " )You see , in my time there were lot of German guys , who sin ed- up 
rather then to star ve as POW in french camps ri ht aft r WW II. So , needless to sa 
that there ~cs also erman spoken in our ran s . However , french was the official 
lingo of the Legion , please , don ' t forget that.And , of course , to me , it did no 
make any difference , as I speak both , (beside my mother lingo , czech , of course 
and f ew more ••• (russian , polish , amhara=east african lan ua e , of the leadin 
tribe of Ethiopia , and quiet good italian , as we had latin for 5 years in the col 
l~ a .That is wh ~ I did not have any problems with sranish sreakin popula ion 
in our State .) I could tell you funny sto rmes ,which happened many times while 
I was a cop for 23 lon years ••• Meanino , that f . ex . when we stopped someone , and 
there were t~o people toc2ther , suddenly talkin to each other in othPr lin o 
s that we "could not" understand what they were sayin , and when they "'inished , 
and I started talkin their lingo , they almost shit !B~t t r me it was a challena 
and my oal was to rive somethin bac~ to this country , for we ct accerted lik 
orphans • • • So , as I saici, my goal was also tc help people . As 99% of people is ba ­
sicaly ood people , so when you really have to t bDo w some A. H. in jail , you are 
acctu lly helping those 99% of good ones . I said "when you really have to ••• ,, 
and I ment it . Bee use I al ways left that last step , if everythin else failled! 
And God is my witness , durln my 2 years, I took my ni~ hstick out Jf the ring 
only once and used it , and that was only one smack , and wel deservec , and I did 
not have the sligthest problem with it . Put I have the feeling , ~hat he big est 
mistake of all .D . ' s is simply one.Hirin people wi starting a e of 8 year 
of a e . What thP hell younc kid knows about +he real life 1..J~th 18?5~ it!Hiw c an r 
properly solve a dom&s+ic dispute, when he was never ~Brried?,ever in the servi 
ce , etG , etc ?Bullshit!If it would be up to me,I w0uld not et anyone unti 1 he 
is at east 25 years of age . M2ture en ugh .T he r mned un and bade does not me2 
anyt~in . What counts , is when you open ycur mouth!~owever . now , as 1e were looki 
forward to our' oldPn years" of our retirenent , ny ~oar wife had a severe stroke 
in September of 1987 , hich left her ri ht side paral,zed • • • • And I don ' t have tc 
tell you , what that does mean •• • We have b&en ma ried 39 lon ~ years.So , I a~ ta­
kin car of er . And I de not have to te:l you , that it ms rot al ways e ~y jot 
So,I 'lrr ·us+ drasc;ing it , anci makin tr"'' t•est nu of it . Hope you will no~' ve 
t1 o trcL .,, h somethin ike this one day!Ueen ever your time allows , do not he -
sitate tc dr8p me a line , ok?Best re.,, rds, your old-lrother-in - arms 




