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H SMOKEY'': ·:·,DOWN . AT.'.-~A-'.I RF -IE LD ! . . H IT IN LZ . ..· 
Cn Chi, Vj_etnam. ~. ~ . 269th Cbt Avn-:im - Io~ ' •• Low level f~ing and constant ex­
/· ·~1u:e . t~ . . ene~ fire · is .almost , ,-_an everyfucy occurance for ti. crew of:: .. 
11 ::inokey .B.aicin", a :· specially equi!>Ped UH-lB Huey helicopter of the 269th 
Combat Aviation Ba.ttaiion. Capable of · l~ing dense protective smoke screens 
in La.ndfo_g· or Pick-up Zones, the "Black Baron" craft proved ite• effective­
ness during o-perations in llU". area.· three to four miles north of Trung Lap • 

.. Ahcraft.~Jomr!ia.nder .Major Ja.~);t;i} McKnight, Lockhart, South Carolina, and 
- "': : > Captain Matthew Kambrod, Port Ches• 

· ·. tar, New York,(Pilot) took the craft 
\.I · out on what eould be described as a 

. r :f' 0 ,,.., I?. .: . . "iou'tine" mission; to place a smoke 
'\...... _ ~ screen· cover for a Chinook helicop-

- " . · ter from the 242nd Assault Support 
'-.J · -~.::.:?it1 Q Helicopter Company on an ertraction 

l"':) ~~~~~i ::-...:· . ~ mis¢on., When -"Smokey" arrived :In 'Ile 

· ~~~\~· ,,,,.: .. ·· ·:-\ 
/ ~· .~:fJ ' M~Krd:~~t called for gunship cover, 

f~i~~Vi~ -~ , . ~~"t~4 -and ·voluntarily took the craft in to 
11~.:,:": '·f:::~. . x~ ~~~ ~~l pick . 'up the . two seriously wounded 
t:~:>,fr:'!:,·~~· /..f.. - . . ~\ . ' ·~~;;1~-:' I ~ :· ~;;~ 1;·~' ·l '\' ~ ~~:;: 25th nfantr,y Division soldiers. J 1r.·..,. >-·-- . ·~ .~~ ' \ 

. ·· .. · ., , . . .. ';f ;i.;.'{,t(~fc ,'> >;. . ' ~::~~~r" He~~~;: ~:;..;he ~~: . 
·. ~' ... . ~~~,,~ . x,, .. · . f!i~:%~;~:~!f =:i~~~: 
·' r . J:' . cz,.;,.·: . . a di-rCular pattern covering the 
- ' _L· £.· "- .\ ·~ : · )· ' ·. ~,, ·wound.Eid men-went in behind the smoke r \ ... -.. · . made .. a pick up., . and smoked their Wa\f 
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;'ouf'o-f the hot Pick-up Zone. The in­
jured men were flown to' the 12th 
Medical Evacuation )Hospital at Cu 
Chi. 1 

f---. ·- .---·-·- ·- ·-- ·--

The 242nd 11Muleskinner11 Chinook 
was ready to land and extra.ct detain­
ees. The 269th oraft flew .a. Sllllke run 
around the area, enabling the Chi­
nook to remain on tbe ground in the 
(Continued on page number 3) · I 

·IN M ElV:OtlY ··OF 
,. : t ~ . ... • 

.. _CPT ~illie. T~ Ptesson, 187th ·Aslt Rel co • 
. _. , killed . in .iiction 20 September 1967. 

. . ... -

~l' Jrimee, T~ :Doriliu~, · 881ih AsltJI~i'-co. 
kilied in action ·22. September 1967 • · .. 

Fb~ ··.:·_.··, 

" !!Thoe~ w~ lo~~ -:t~y . ~ev~r die, ; · . 
. ~ouih ·year ' by .. year - ~he . sad mem~rial Wreath, 
A''ring ·ni1d flowers, types. of life .and death, 

·: .. :·. Arel l~id _upo~ their graves. 

For de~th : the: pure life saves, 
And life :ail :pure ·is ·love; and love can reach 
From. hE')aven to .earth, -and nobler lessons teach 

- .- · - _. .; , : .. ':Chan those by . mortals read• - . . -
.. ~ . . . 

Woll ble~t i~ he who ha~ a dear -~ne . ciead; 
A friend ,he has whose face wil~ never change . 
A d.ea.r~ communion thiit will not '.grow ·etra.tl8e; 

· · Tho tlnchor ·of .love is- death." 
• · 1 . • • 

O rC?as t Plate·· · 

Prete ct s 
Dlock Ace 

A "Bird Dog Pilot 
with the 21st Recon- · 
na.is sance Airplane · Coni·­
pany, Captain · Charles 
Welsh of :Portland, Ore-

! 
gen, was on a recon 
mission 15 miles nor~ 

I of Tay Ninh City when 

l he received'. enemy sni• 
. per fire. ·.. . 
l . One or "" tlM sni~ 
1 rounds smashed through 
\ the right side or t}?.e 
1- cra:f t, - hitting- Csptain 

Welsh' s p rote o 1i ive 
breast plate, but not 
. . . h' \ . inJuring im. ·. ·· :· 

The , ~ Jla"9 'stopped 
.the 30 , caliber 'bullet 

l 
t 
t 
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.St·X CCMPA.NY ON CA 
F.1.N D S (lCHAR L J E ,, 

The 269th Combat Aviation Battalion oon­
duoted Combat Assaults along with three com­
panies of the 11th Combat Aviation Battalion 
The area of operations was three miles south 
west of Trang Bang. · . 

The . two flights of thl:-ee companies each 
lifted the l/27th and the 2/27th "Wol!hoU?ld!' 
Infantry :Battalions of the 2nd Brigs.de, 25th 
Infantrj '.Division into multiple Landing 
~ones _ to conduct a Massive search alld des­
troy· operatioa ~a.inst known and suspected 
Viet Cong C@Jlolmtrations. : 

The six A"",!~a:uJ.t Helicopter companies in- · 
vol ved aloii:g ·:~i th gunship teams from· eaeh ot 
the. N.speciive units ~re . .; . the 116th Hornete 

. the 187th. "Blaokhawka\I;-·. i\tle 18Sth ,. "Bla6k- ;• ·< · ~.-:: · 
~· : _\ ~owa", .. and ·rro~ the llth -0.o~:t AY.i.ation:. 
.. . ·Ba 'tilion; . the 128th "Tomahawks" .'fue .. 162nd . 

\ ·· .. 

~~~~,.."'~-'..·~~_.:.._:____; ·. ~< 
. OCTOllER llf:RAU>-Ch;;;;;;;; 

Ko.rmam<ki r f',minds ·ii& ·,h.M ·oc- · 
•:"~{ has ar\i11etf. Th~ '"3~25~6 . . 
I '.t:Z:1>•:r ii fl ~t~phnrnm-f> rtt Jfa,, · 
~·nNn.~.m~ !,:offoK~ in nrgil'll;~ 

"VUl tures" a.nd the l 73rd 11Robinh.Oodsi•~ · ·· · . 
The first flight of .30 sliok8.·r going _:.into 

the LZ was delayed wilEm. a 11StfMer'; ·~ship '· .. :·. · · 
from the 116th ARC enooun.~~d heavy ' .into-.. · 
ma tio '."ea.pons fire .. ;"-U,l.o;n¢ ·. ~_' praping ·. a.o t 'ion·. . ·· 
~e ·craft sustained ~everal hits, and was· 

... ~·. 

. ·torced down in the area. Infantrymen on 
boa.rd -the lat· li!t were inserted to protaot 
'the downed orew. A slick rr~ tpe_ "Hornet" 
Company commanded by CPr .Dat).d SUlllmerfeldt, . 

· .. • • · .. :. ·- 'r;rCnton, N.J.;; ·8n'd: ·· pi.1ote&~bj "W Peter Ri.a.1, -'- -..... 
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West Kingston, RI, f'lew 
in at low level, and ex-· 
traoted ~he ·crew.the ship 
vn.s.late» destroyed.• A 
seoon4 lift by the air 
~ also · encountered 
hea~ fire while approam-
ing the LZ in the same 
area • niree more .Sliok's 
were hit ·in the mprning· 
aotionr· one of which was 
forced · down during the 
~e~vy action. 

"Stinger" accounted 
for three ene:iey killed in 
the .~ning .action while 
preping l.8.nd.lll8 zone 
areas. 

In the afternoon, the 
ll6th "Hornets", and the 
187th 1'Blackhawks" made 
·a joint extraction of the 
~ro~ elements~ The twO 
"Black Baron" companies 
inserted the ~th Infan­
try Division soldiers in­
to. an LZ nea.r the· Cainbod• 
ian border. The ti.rat in­
sertion of troops drew 
extremely heavy fire from 

- the LZ. Several slicks 
took hits. 

The 269th Combat Avia­
tion Battalion smoke ship 
(Con:hinued on page no.$) 
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Coa111~.nders Digest Sep 67~.President Johnson 
has signed legislation that extends the ·GI '.Bill 
to Vietnam veterans and increases educational and 
other benefits. 

In August 31st White House · ce:t"emonies, the 
President signed the "Veterans Pension a.nd Rea.d­
jus'bnent Assistance .ic1i of i961" · which inorea.d.aa 
educational entitlements frcn SlOO to $130 a 
month for single men, 8125 to $155 for those with 
one dependent, $150 to $175 for . those with two 
dependents, with $10 mont1'lly f'or · each dependent 
over two. · 

: .... -~ ,. 

\ ' 

The educational section of the law also in-
cludes lesser rates for part-time higher .educa­
tion. a.J¥.l a provision allowing'. high ·soho6l to· be 
coinpl$t~~ without losing credit ea.med for col­
le·ge. · · 

'•,1;be 4irect home loan mortg88e level · for VA 
loans when :private lendi,zig . ' is not available has 
been raised from 117,500 to t25,ooo. 

A Vietnam veteran is defined as one having 
served at least 180 ~s on or after the Aug 5 
Gulf of Tonkin -incident or .. 0one discharged for a 
service-connected disability·. · · 

The out-of! da. te- has · yet to b a determi.rled. 
Either a. Presidential proclamation or a concur-· 
rent Congr~s~i~-...rs.ag~~oq.,. o.p.n ~~rmato · · "the 
benefits a~ some future date. · 

The law also . increased all pensions for dis• 
abled veterarts{ "Wid0"1§.1'8nd •hildren. 

. •' 

WILD FL-OWERS 
OY PFC DA NIEL M JENNlfiGS 

Let us put aside our tasks for a moment, to 
ponder :ind .0.&Jiro the wildflowers. For we as men 
sometimes overlook the simple beo.uty which lies 
ct our ver.1 foot, in :a world grown suddenly small 
·and, . complex~ · Yet they are · everywhere fo'l: ·US .. to 
adDires QJld men, ·for all his knowledge and ·ekill 

~ has not yet been able to approach the @ntchless 
bca~ty which they possess so casually. ·i;roo, the 
simplicity of their very__ exist~e ·is rio_t~rthy 
for however harsh this earth may be, they appe~, 

. -through the cracked sidewalks of ha.rlem ·as on our 
vast praries: tenacious in their growth, . ~d 
beautiful . in their nowering, and somehow gracious . 
as they tu..."11, and wither and fall to dust. · 

Pa4e 5 
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.[JN CA Fl NDS .•• 
cont f ron pag_f! 2 
"Smokey :Baron II" . rrew:-in 
at low level to give a 
smoke screen cover for 
the incoming slicks. The 
ship took several hits 
and was f'orced to return 
to Cu Chi for repair. 

Ground troops incoun­
tered stiff' enemy resis­
tance in the area almost 
immediately after inser­
tion. 

A ''Blackhawk" slick 
comnia.nded by WO Eric Mer­
cer, Washington, D~C. and 
piloted by 'NO Jack Ruby, 
Paloalto, California, re­
ceived hits in the engine 
compartment while · · inser­
ting the ground troops in 
to the hot Lz. . rn ·route 
to the Pick-up Zone for 
the . second lift, the AC 
called in an emergency 
stating he was going down 
The fiight leader, Major 
William F. :Bamnan, Lin­
coln, Nebraska, Command­
ing Officer of the 187th 
took · his craft into· 
the· inseoure "" area · and 
rescued the crew. · The _,./ 

i ship was later extracted 

I by a 242nd ASH Compaizy 
Chinook. The Muleskinners 

I lqd. ~y LTC Paul.Stansel, 
1 Columbus, Georgia., Com-

' 

ma.ruling Officer of' the 
242nd ASH committed five I Chinooks to the aetion·. 

· Sporadic small a.l!!IIS fire 
was reported during re-, . · 

· supply. Major Richard 
:Auth, Aberdeen, M!3., : and 
his pilot cPT James T •.. -

. Owens . MEDEVACED a bad~ 
wounded 25th Infantry Di­
Vi s ion soldier to tlie 12th 
Evacuation Hospital at 
Cu Chi. 

Air mission commander 
for the eritire operation 
was LTC James H. MerrYma.n 
Hot Spring"'1"" .Arke.nsas; 
Commanding Or!icer of the\ 
269th 11Black Barons". 
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