
ARMY TIMES 

ao tlai tol 
"And to think I could have 
bought stock in Hong Kong · 
Rubber when it was down to 
31." 

Boward Johnson's: any of a multi· 
tude of pushcart vendors sell­
ing food in the street. 

idiot stick: 1. a rifle 2. the curved 
yoke used by Vietnamese, usual­
ly old women or children, ·to 
carry two rice baskets, water 
buckets or what have you, one 
hung from each end of the 
yoke. 

Incoming! (al ways cxcla:natory): 
"Hit the dirt! " 

lncountry: in Vietnam. 
Kh.ong lau (pronounced "1'ohng 

Iaow"): Vietnamese for "nevah 
boppen." 

lal day (pronounced "lye dye"): 

•:tt1•-- 1APRIL .. 10,; 1968:·:', 

• zaom1e 
a hostess' company in a bar or 
nightclub. The hostess gets a 
commission, and she can drink 
as many as the customer can 
buy, ·. as fast as he can buy 
them. 

Saigon warrior: drugstore· soldier. 
especially one who serves or 
has served in Saigon. 

so mot <"aa~ maht"): Vietna.mese 
for "numbah one," the best. 

10 mud,f (sah · mooee"): Vietna· 
mese for "nu~bab 10.," th, 

It . . ., . 
sap er: a SQ4llel', especially ·an 

enemy soldier, .whose job is to 
blow things up. 

siesta: Vietnam quits from ~ noon 
to 2:30 p.m. This period of 
eacb day is known as siesta. 

slant: noun a Vietnamese. 
slick: transport helicopter. (See 

"gunship.") 
slope: noun, a · Vietnamese. 

Vietnamese for "come here." 
lam on (pronounced "lahm oon") 

Vietnamese for "please." 

HONG KONG ·RUBBER 
STIF: acronym for "Saigon Tea ·rs 

Fini," a 'now-defunct organiza. 
tion formed to combat increases 
in the . price of Saigon . Tea • . 
Members would fill a bar which 
had raised its prices and sit 
sipping beer without . buying · · 
Tea: Their'"drink-ins'' met wiQi 
limited success: · · 

LBJ: 1. Long Binh Jail; the US· 
ARV Stockade. 2. Camp Long 
Binb Junction, home of the 
9oth Replacement Bn, through 
which most individual replace­
ments are ·processed. 

lima charlic: international pho· 
· netic alphabet words for "LC," 
·short for "loud and clear" in 
Army radio pa,rlance. 

LZ: landing·zone. 
Malayan gate: a booby trap de· 

vice which depends on a ful· 
crum for action and usually em· • 
ploys 'spikes as the killini de. 
vice. Devised by Malay commu-
nists during their unsuccelllssfu~l~miMtiii ... 
10-year 'fight against. t.ha -ll 

liS:il~118111ii,~~~~~~~~~':::--~h. . . num ered sections which are mJu -len (pronounced "maow 
. filled in, one each day, as the len"): Vietnamese for fast, or, 

· d speed. As in, "Lot's mau len. it 
, ~~o~t~imer keeps track of ays up a bit, Paoasan." . 

. straight arrow: : serviceman vlio · 
remains faithful to hi$ wile or 
Stateside ifrl .friend .throug~ · 

. his Vietnam tour. ·c " · 
am>w.'')· .. 
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~a~ - . 
liih Sa laht''): White 
mice. (.whicH·· see:) - · 

• etlao· co (ong) (em) !(pronounced 
. "chow coh (ohm) (em)"): 

Vietnamese for hello or good· 
bye, Miss (Sir) (to a child. ani­
mal or very close friend). 

eheap charlie: anyone, especially 
a U.S. serviceman, who does 
not waste his money. (See 
•plenty cheap charlie.") 

Chien Bol ("chew hoyee"): the 
Vietnamese-administered "Open 
Arms" program for .defecting 
enemy soldiers. (See . "Hoi 
Chanh.") 

chop-chop: f<iod, or eat\ 
QllGa Civilian Irregular Defense­

. -~roup. Friendly. indigenous 
forces, USttally organized . and 
~ed by Army Special Forces 

· teams. . · · 
C'olra: Vietnamese pronunciation 

· . ol "Coke." 
eoup quaJJllecl: 

trnt o b « :Vl~tnames. 
•overbment, are. said to be 
ncoup qualified... , , 

cowboy: a VJetnamese ruffian.· 
trow's foot: a four-pointed booby 

trap device whith, w h en . 
thrown, will ·land with on·e 
point up. 

C's: "C" rations. . 
cycle: · . three-wheeled motorized 

conveyance with a seat on the 
front. 

day off: see "khong lau." 
dep lam ("dep lahm"): Vietna· 

mese for "too pretty (or hand~ 
some)." . 

dlU) qua ("dep whah"): Vietna· 
mesa for "pretty." .. · . 

4.ep tral ("dep cheye"): Vietna· 
mesa for "handsome." 

-~·""·· VJetna. 
mesemeanl!I lncld rough · 
ffn.lshed, depart" (as in, ."W'hen 

·you fiJii Vietnam, GI?'~) and 
even kill . (as is, ''She fini him 
with knife."). . 

flower seeker: a term used, espe~ 
cially in the Vietnamese press, 
to describe a man in search of 
a prostitute. 

freedom bird: a jet aircraft which 
flies return:ng servicemen to 
the U.S. 

FSA: forward support area (or 
activity); a one-stop service 
base established by logistical 
units near an operation or for· · 
ward base camp. 

grunt: noun, an infantryman, es· 
pecially a marine infantryman. 

gunship: armed helicopter with 
the primary mission of fire SUP· 
port. 

IUPJ,>Y: a stake-and-platform trail-
. : er of the type pulled by a five· . 

ton ·tractor. (See "dolphin.") 
Hanoi Hannah: the Tokyo Rose of 

the Vietnam war. 

law. . 
Ho Chi Minh sandals: sandals 

made from worn-out truck 
· tires:. · 

Ho Chi Minh trail: the complex 
of jungle paths through Laos 
and Cambodia which serves as 
the principle Viet Cong and 
NVA supply route. 

Hol Cha~h (pronounced "hoyee 
cahn"): a returnee. An enemy 
soldier who voluntarily gave 
himself up. Many are employed 
by t~e Vietnamese government 
or the U.S. Army. 

Hong Kong rubber: the variety 
used by many Vietnamese girls 
to help them put on a good 
front. Standing joke among 
Vietnam. b a s e d servicemen: 

JUalayan gate: a lJoolJy tr:.i1J uc- up. Often used in booby traps 
vice which depends on a ful· and often employed with the 
crum for action and usually em· point ·smeared with feces as a 
ploys 'spikes as the killing de· potsonmg element. - .., 
vice. Devised by Malay commu- c h d "k bn. 
rusts during their unsuccessful ·Quan ,.an (pr~~ wu -~,,.,,.~ 
10-year fight against. the_ Brit· JI:: ~ · . 

· en (prono1"l~ed. nm w . Bats: an 'fiJJl" term used b~ IO . 
len"): Vietnamese for fist, or ~ Saig~ warriors Lo.r .;:W~~~-~r.J!:Zi!~ 
~eed., Alt in, "Lct.'1 llla1l l10,it , . !lice.:~ .. ·· 

1
- · .:·· • .. d · 

up a bit, Papasan." . . Real itre (Ii ways . ·capitaliie ): 
medevac: short for medical evtc• ciV!Jian life. AJJ in, "What do 
· uatton: - you -do 111 Real Life, J<>nesfe?" 

.Mike Boat: landipg craft, mech· . Redball: • 1.. the system used in 
·anized · Vietnam to expedite delivery 

numbah-~ne GI: serviceman who of critic.al supplies and. repair 
spends a good deal of money parts. 2. Camp Retlball, a smal;l 
on the Vietnamese economy. base camp near Go Vap, a Sai· 

numbah-ten GI: serviceman who gon suburb . 
spends ·little money on the · RF/PF: Regional Forces/Popular 
Vietnamese economy or one Forces. 
who refuses to make a' proposed rice wine: an alcoholic drink, 
purchase. very inexpensive, m~d from 

nuoc mam ("noouk mom"): the rice. Usually tastes like kero· 
Vietnamese national dish; fer· sene. 
mented fish sauce. Rog {pronounced "rahj"): short 

pedicab: a foot-powered · cyclo. · for "Roger," the radio term 
. for "I read (understand) your 

plastic: type of explos.1ves
11 

favor· . transmission." Also, in the ex-
ed by s~ppers. AJJ m, .I was pression, "That's a Rog, Baby" 
in the middle of a steak at the (That's right). 
Hoa Lu BEQ when they found . 
200 pounds of plastic behind roundeye: Caucasian woman. 
the bar, so I stuck my fork in Saigon Tea: colored water (some. 
my steak and di-Ji-maued." · times soda) purchased in thim-
(which see) ble-size glasses as the price of 

t1 l 
tli& .. tiett ' .Vietnam ewsps. 
11ers wben censora s . in ef· 
feet, w~lch is usual , · _ 

Wickham trolley: an armor-:d r.U-
. road locomotive of the fype lle­

vl!:loped by· the Brit1S1l dutinl . 
the' m,Iayan rebelllo • 

. nu lmd ("saow lahm"): ietii• 
mese for "num~ah ten tbod· 
sand" (lnd~b•blrbld.}. 

xin loi ("sin loyee"): .Vietnamese 
for "Sorry 'bout that." :·. 

'Yard: sb'ort for ·,1r10n~d, ·a' 
French word· meaning· "JDO:un­
taineer." Member ~ 8J1J ont · 
of a number of selDl·DOtnadlc, 
:aboriifnal tribes "'hic'h live In 
the mountains of Vietnam. · 

zap: ·to ~II or seri~sly wotincl: · 
Zoomle: Jet ~ckey, · • · ·• 


