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CC 81184· VI ETNAr1 
Aerial ie~ of a POL bladder storag area 1ocat~d 
at Jau ieng. 

Photogr pher unknown 
23 Sep 1967 

FOR OFF CIAL US E ONLY cancelled on 29 May 75 
by !-1 . L. THOf-1PSON, Security Revie\·1 Officer {Phote 
USAAVA, IN·J para 12, AR 340-16 . wr.if 
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DAU TIENG, VI 
VNA (Al 65 *L 

XT491472 l l 0 17'N l06°22'E 
31 ( LATERITEl@ 08/26 118' wide 

20(LATERITH© 03/21 50' wide 
FUEL-A+, J4 MMO - 7.62 2.75 40MM 

<VVDG) 

AERODROME REM RKS - SECURE. No rwy markers or windsoc:k. 15' houses, 20' poles and 3 
6' fences on op h end Rwy 08 . . Apch to Rwy 26 over 75' trees Y2 mi fr rwy. Heli and 
revetment 45' fr edge of rwy Wend S side. Prkg area 210' X 210' (3 C-l30sl Wend N side. 
Recommend Ion Rwy 26, T /off Rwy 08. Type l for C-130, Type 2 for C-123 and C7 A. 
© Heli only. AS treated. @ ASP treated. 

TOWER - 301.4 0.9 
ARTILLERY ADVI ORY - 41.3 



DAU Tl ENG, VI 
VNA <Al 65 

XT491472 l 1"17'N 106"22'E 
31 lLATERITEl© 08/26 118' wide <VVDG) 

20!LATERITEl© 03/21 50' wide 
FUEL - A+, J4 MMO - 7.62 2.75 40MM 
AERODROME RE~RKS - SECURE. No rwy markers or windsock. l 5' houses, 20' poles and 3 

6' fences on a h end Rwy 08. Apch to Rwy 26 over 75' trees Y2 mi fr rwy. Heli and 
revetment 45' f edge of rwy Wend S side. Prkg area 210' X 210' (3 C-130sl Wend N side. 
Recommend Ion Rwy 26, T /off Rwy 08. Type l for C-130, Type 2 for C-123 and C7A. 
© Heli only. A P treated. © ASP treated. 

TOWER - 301.4 0.9 
ARTILLERY ADVI ORY - 41 .3 



DAU TIENG, 
VNA (Al 65 

XT49l472 ll 0 l7'N l06°22'E 
31 lLATERITEl® 08/26 118' wide *L (VVDG) 

20!LATERITEJ© 03/21 50' wide 

FUEL- A+, J4 AM~O - 7.62 2.75 40MM 
AERODROME REMAR S - SECURE. No rwy markers or windsock. l 5' houses, 20' poles and 3 

6' fences on apch end Rwy 08. Apch to Rwy 26 over 75' trees V2 mi fr rwy. Heli and 
revetment 45' fr ed~of rwy Wend S ~i de. · Prkg area 210' X 210' !3 C-l30sl Wend N side. 
Recommend land 26, TI off Rwy 08. Type l for C-130, Type 2 for C-123 and C7 A . 
© Heli only. ASP eoted. ® ASP treated. 

TOWER - 301.4 40. 
ARTILLERY ADVISO Y - 41.3 



278 

•· 
TAY NINH WEST, VIETM XTl68518 ll 0 19'N 106°~'= 
A 30 L© 39tLATER TEI© 02/20 100' wide 

FUEL - A+H . • . 

VA3-256 
TAY NINH WEST 

AERODROME REMARK - SECURE. 8' bunker 300' fr apch end Rwy 20, 125' N of centerline. 
Refueling pit W en~ N side, only 65' clearance fr edge of rwy when refueling 0-1 and 
helis. ·o-1 prkd 77'1 fr edge, W end S side. 25C' ovrn ea end. Prkg area 395' X 195' 
( 4 C-130's), center ~f rwy S side. Type 2 for C-1 30, C-123 and C7 A. © Flare pots 30 min 
PNR. ©ASP treater . 

RADIO - 339.2 °122.5 37 .2 Opr 2300-1 lCOZ .. 
TOWER - 297.0 117 . 47 .3 
RbnlW> ~ 490 



TAY NINH c TY, Vli:TM XT2035 10 ll 0 19'N l06°05' E 
VNA (Al 39 L 19! PSPlQ) 02/20 100' wide 

FUEL - A+ A,MMO - 7.62 2.75 
AERODROME REMARKS - SECURE, S.F. Apch to Rwy 02 over city. Apch to Rwy 20 over 3C' 

trees 300' fr end of rwy and 4' fence 50' fr end of rwy. Recommend land Rwy 20, T /off 
Rwy 02 . 300 twr 600' W of S end of rwy. 0- 1 revetments 34' fr edge of rwy W end. 
Bldgs 31' an 46' fr edge of rwy S side. 4' fences ea side rwy. Not recommended for 
C- 123 . Turn round W end S side. Type 2 for C7 A. Q) PSP warped and broken several 
places. 

RADIO - Ctc as per S.F. SOi. 
ARTILLERY AD ISORY - 41 .3 



1 ITY, VIETM XT203510 l l 0 19'N 106°06'E 
VNA !Al 39 L 19(PSPJ(i) 02/20 100' wide 

FUEL - A+ AMMO - 7.62 2.75 
AERODROME EMARKS - SECURE, S.F. Apch to Rwy 02 over city. Apch to Rwy 20 over 30' 

end of rwy and 4' fence 50' fr eod of rwy. Recommend land Rwy 20, T /off 
Rwy 02 . 3 D' twr 600' W of S end of rwy. 0-1 revetments 34' fr edge of rwy W end. 
Bldgs 31' a d 46' fr edge of rwy S side. 4' fences ea side rwy. Not recommended for 
C-123 . Tu around W end S side. Type 2 for C7A. (i) PSP warped and broken several 

places. 
RADIO - Ctc cps per S.F. SOi . 
ARTILLERY A!DVISORY - 41.3 



TAY NINH 
VNA (Al 39 

FUEL - A+ 
AERODROME 

trees 300' f 
Rwy 02. 3 
Bldgs 31' a 
C-123 . Tur 
places. 

ITY, V IETM XT2035 10 l l 0 19'N l06°05'E 
L 19(PSPJG) 02/20 100' wide 
MMC - 7.62 2.75 

EMARKS - SECU RE, S.F. Apch to Rwy 02 over city. Apch to Rwy 20 over 30' 
end of rwy and 4' fence 50' fr eod of rwy. Recommend land Rwy 20, T /off 
' twr 600' W of S end of rwy. 0- 1 revetments 34' fr edge of rwy W end . 
d 46' fr edge of rwy S side. 4' fences ea side rwy. Not recommended for 
around W end S side. Type 2 for C7 A. CD PSP warped and broken severai 

RADIO - Ctc s per S. F. SOi. 
ARTILLERY A VISORY - 41.3 



TAY NINH ~TY, VIETM XT2035 10 ll 0 19'N l06°06'E 
VNA (Al 39 L 19(PSP lCD 02/20 100' wide 

FUEL - A+ MMO - 7.62 2.75 
AERODROME · EMARKS - SECURE, S.F. Apch to Rwy 02 over city. Apch to Rwy 20 over 30' 

trees 300' f end of rwy and 4' fence 50' fr end of rwy. Recommend land Rwy 20, T /off 
Rwy 02. 30 ' twr 600' W of S end of rwy. 0-1 revetments 34' fr edge of rwy W end. 
Bldgs 31' a d 46' fr edge of rwy S side. 4' fences ea side rwy. Not recommended for 
C- 123. Tur around W end S side. Type 2 for C7A. CD PSP warped and broken severai 
places. 

RADIO - Ctc per S.F. SOi. 
ARTILLERY A VISORY - 41 .3 
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PH U HIEP AA F 
A :::c L1 .:s fl/.~ ; 1 l:~- C' :1 -_, .· ... 

FUEL - A+, J-1 l 1mi Ed 

VA2-298 
PHU HIEP AAF 

A ERODR OME REM RKS - 5 ~ CU Rr ;("(,' ('\,';]' I~:! <' '.'n \ ', •'"' l'r ~ 1 ;r,•,, .;, ., ;;· . r. 

; 11€ .i \•, · ti f\A-: 'r. ,\Is c-- '! rr· .. ~ !· ~rr: { c:: r~ I • • 

c .., j ;; .r oc.::c s5 ,'.\ . .:. t ·- ~""-.. · ... (' 1 i r:r ·. :·_ ~ -· · -· .: ~ i c: -: 

TOWER - 2Sl 1 

PHU HIEP AAF v1E M CQ245364 12•s11N 109•23•e 
A 20 LI 35!M8AI IQ) 03/21 58' wide 

FUEL - A+, J4 limited 

i lj 

I'• 'l' 

AERODROME REMARKS - SECURE. 300' ovrn E end, 300' ovrn W end. Prkg area 406' X 336' 
filled with Mohawks and revetments; not oval for cargo acft. Full length parallel twy 
and four access twys t1 rwy might provide l imi ted prkg space. Type 2 for C- 130, C-123 
and C7A. Q) With ant -skid coating. 

TOWER - 281.1 118.3 37 .8 
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SONG BE, VIETf\11 11°~9'N 1C6° SG ':: 

VA3-30 
SONG. BE 

VNA 797 L H40(ASPl OS 23 100' wice (VVPL 1 

AERODROME REMARKS - SECU E SR-SS. S.F. 2405' hill l mi S opch end f~ .,y 2: Oppo:,. i 

end of rwy cannot be seen ' ·hen landing . 3' hole 1389' dc..,·:n Rwy G:, l ~; o· r vr:1 rn en . 
350' X200' prkg area center ._r rwy N side . Type 2 for C-130, C-123 end C i A 

RADIO - Ctc as per S.F. SOI . 
ARTILLERY ADVISORY - 39.5 

SONG BE, VIETM YUl4J070 11°49'N 1cs·ss'E 
VNA 797 L H40!ASPl 05/ 3 100' wide <VVPL1 

AERODROME REMARKS - SECU E SR-SS. S.F. 2405' hill I mi S opch end Rwy 23 . Opposite 
end of rwy cannot be seen w en landing. 3' hole I 389' down Rwy 05 . 150' ovrn ea enc, 
350' X 200' prkg area center o rwy N side. Type 2 for C-130, C-12 3 and C7A. 

RADIO - Ctc as per S.F. SOI. 
ARTILLERY ADVISORY - 39.5 



320 VA2-298 

\ ' I ::TM CQ24536-1 J :'
0 " 7'N 109°23'[ 

A :'.O Ll 35(M All (!) 03/ ~I ':;0 ' 1'. 1c_ 

FUEL - A+, J4 Ii ited 
AERODROME RE ARKS - SECUR[ . 3GC' nrn I • r·d, ~ O~, ' n· rn \'./ 1':i: ! l'rk_i <ll•' .i ·l~" ' Y • ·1 

L.\ .I ' " ' c • ·~ • • i :II l1' n c: tt 1 :'ci· .ill" ' · .·, 

c:id f u accc; t\':1 ; t :i rv, v ;~ 1r;ht prcv 1ct: I· :c · i ;,; • _J ' ;·c: 

a--:d C~A. 0 V 1th anti-skid cotinu 
TOWER - :'.SI . I l I 3 ?,7 'i 

PHU HIEP AAF vi-TM CQ245364 12•51•N 109•23'E 
A 20 LI 35!M8Al IQ) 03/21 53' wide 

FUEL - A+, J4 limited 

i . ;~ :\ .1 i : l j · ·(· ·. 

AERODROME REMARKS - SECURE. 300' ovrn E end, 300' ovrn W end. Prkg area 406' X 336' 
filled with Mohawks and revetments; not oval for cargo acft . Full length parallel -. twy 
and four access twys to rwy might provide limited prkg space. Type 2 for C-130, C-123 
and C7A. (!) With anti-skid coating. 

TOWER - 281.1 118.3 37.8 

i . 



PHU HIEP AA 
A 20 L l 

FUEL - A+, J-'i 
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\ ' l: I M CQ24 '::36-1 i _""'' -·7' N 

C:? /.? I S.:/ \'.'IC_ 

llrJ 0 23'[ 

VA2-298 
PHU HIEP MF 

AERODROME R MARKS - SECUR E. : 1.; r · d , ::o~: f'\·t n \ '.;' 1"' ·:: ! Pd.J 11 It"\ 1 - i ~ " .' >· ~:.: 1) 

o~d CI A. CD 
TOWER - 28 I . l l 18 3 ..... , •:.. 

~I ; 

, ., :I ~ .. , ~ . , c-: i :I I 1. ~nt; t ~1 :''1: .J!I · ·~ 

j . ;·"' .! i : L ; ·.\· ·. 1 

PHU HIEP AAF VIETM CQ245364 i2°57'N 109°23'E 
A 20 · _LI 351M8Al I 1 03/21 53' wide 

FUEL ·- A+, J4 limite 
AERODROME REMAR S - SECURE. 300' ovrn E end, 300' ovrn W end. Prkg area 406' X 336' 

filled with Mohawk and revetments; not oval for cargo acft. Full length parallel , twy 
and_ four access tw f to rwy might provide l imited prl<g space. Type 2 for C-130, C-123 . 
and C7A. © With ~nti-skid coating. 

TOWER - 281.1 118. 37 .8 
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SONG BE, VIETM 11°49'N 1c6°ss'= 

VA3-30 
SONG. BE 

VNA 797 L 100' wice (VVPL 1 

AERODROME REM RKS - SECURE SR - SS. S.F. 2405' h i ll I mi S opch cncJ Rwy -~ ~ O ppos.i 

end of rwy conn t be seen when landing . 3' hole 1389 ' do.,·:n Rwy 0) . 1 'jO ' cvrn cu en . 
350' X 200' prkg reo center oi rwy N side . Type 2 for C-130, C-123 end CIA. 

RADIO - Ctc as per S. F. SO I . 
ARTILLERY ADVIS RY - 39.5 

SONG BE, VIETM Ul41070 ll 0 49'N 106°58'E 
VNA 797 L H40(A P> 05/23 JOO' wide (VVPLJ 

AERODROME REMAR S - SECURE SR-SS. S.F. 2405' hill I mi S opch end Rwy 23 . Oppos ite 
end of rwy cannot e seen when landing . 3' hole 1389' down Rwy 05. 150' ovrn ea enc , 
350' X 200' prkg ore center of rwy N side . Type 2 for C- 130, C-123 and C7A. 

RADIO - Ctc as per S . . SOI. 
ARTILLERY ADVISOR - 39.5 
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\ ' l:TM CQ245" 36-1 i :i" -"7 'i\J l(Y1°.23'[ 

A :'.0 LI 35 U 13 All'l; C? .! ~ I :;~ · 1·.·1r:_ 

FUEL - A+, J4 l imited 

VA2-298 

AERODROME R MARKS - SECUR[ . 3CC' nr;1 I • --:1 , :_:Q~.' , . .,., 11 \ './ •";: 1 l1 d .. 1 1;r,'.i ·i~ " :" ;~ 1:> 

G'1d CA. CD 
TOWER - :'.SI . I 

'v' i th anti-skid u ct in<J. 
I 18 3 37 ·~ 

.. :\ .1 • ' •'.'" 

PHU HIEP AAF v ETM CQ245364 l2°57'N l09°23'E 
A 20 · LI 35fM8Al) • 03/21 58' wide 

FUEL ·- A+, J4 limited 

. ' c: ; 11 I , , r ~ t ~ ' ~ 1 : , c i: . : ! i .. • 

i . ; .. , ' i : (,_ ; ·. t. ' 

AERODROME REMARK - SECURE. 300' ovrn E end, 300' ovrn W end. Prkg area 406' X 336' 
filled with Mohawk and revetments; not oval for cargo ocft. Full length parallel •. twy 
and four access twy to rwy might_ provide limited prkg space. Type 2 for C-130, C-1 23 _· 
and C7A. (j) With nti-skid coating. 

TOWER - 281.1 118. 37 .8 
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SONG BE, VIETM YU14 I OIO 11°49'N 1C6°5 G':: 
VNA 797 L H40 ASP l 05/23 100' wice 

VA3-30 
SONG. BE 

<VVPL 1 

AERODROME REM1RKS - SECURE SR-SS. S.F. 2405' hil l 1 mi S opch end Rwy :? :i Oppos .<· 
end of rwy conn t be seen when landing. 3' hole 1389' dov;n Rwy 0 ). l '.jO' cv rn cu en : 

350' X 200' prkg reo center oi rwy N side. Type 2 for C-1 30, C- 123 end CIA. 

RADIO - Ctc as per S.F. SOI. 
ARTILLERY ADVIS RY - 39.5 

SONG BE, VIETM YUJ41070 ll 0 49'N 106°58'E 
VNA 797 L H40(A Pl 05/23 JOO' wide <VVPL1 

AERODROME REMAR S - SECURE SR-SS. S.F. 2405' hill I mi S opch end Rwy 23 . Opposite 
end of rwy cannot e seen when landing. 3' hole 1389' down Rwy OS . 150' ovrn ea enc, 
350' X 200' prkg or a center oi rwy N side . Type 2 for C-130, C-123 and C7A. 

RADIO - Ctc as per S .. SOI . 
ARTILLERY ADVISOR - 39.5 
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LOC NINH (A-331 

MINH THANH (A·&~l 
TONG LE CHON (A·334 

NUI IA DIN (A•Sl.4 
PREI< KLDK ( A-322 
TRAI Bl (A·S2&)----. 

rnA CU CA·3!52 
HIEP HOA (A-3!51~-~=!--:.;.;;:~~ 
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CHIEN THANG t 
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1 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division 

2 11th Armored Cavalry R glment 

3 3d Brlo;irle, 41h Infantry !vision 

4 190111111lanlry Brigade 

5 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division 

6 173d Airborne Brigade 

7 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Division 
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1 2d Brigade, 25th Infant Division 

2 11th Armored Cavalry R 

3 3d Brloade, 4th Infantry !vision 

4 190111 lnlanlry Brigade 

5 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division 

6 173d Airborne Brigade 

7 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Division 
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spectrum he merged into the civilian population as an agent or 
guerrilla or civil official wearing no uniform, unarmed, and sup­
ported by a military political organization. At the other end of the 
spectrum he was a uniformed member of the regular North Viet­
namese Army. The North Vietnamese and Viet Cong fighters 
possessed as much courage and motivation as any foe to face the 
American soldier. They proved a formidable adversary. 

The composition of the U.S. military forces opposing the North 
Vietnamese was heterogeneous. The U.S. Marine Corps units were 
the first committed. As the enemy threat developed, U.S. Army 
artillery units were deployed north to reinforce the marines. The 
artillery was followed by other tactical, combat support, and com­
bat service support elements, including a chemical smoke generator 
company. These, like the artillery reinforcements, came under 
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Task Force joined t e lOlst in moves to position units for the co­
ordinated airmobile and ground attacks. 

The operation egan on the morning of 19 April. Extensive 
B-52 tactical air an artillery fire paved the way for the initial air 
assault into the A S au Valley by the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry. Divi­
sion. Nevertheless, he antiaircraft fires that met the helicopter­
borne troops were i tense. 

To the east, the 1st Brigade, lOlst Airborne Division, began its 
drive westward alon Route 547, shifting out of CARENTAN II into 
Operation DELAWA . The 2d Battalion, 327th Infantry, attacked 
southwest along the road. They were followed by an air assault of 
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NORTHERN QUANG TRI PROVINCE 

In 1966 the North Vietnamese Army 324-B Division marched 
south ~cross the DMZ into the mountains of Quang Tri Province. 
On JuJy 15~ 1966, the Marines attacked the invading North 
Vietnamese Army in the mountains and jungles west of Dong Ha. 
The fighting would continue for three years. 

Jus~ below the DMZ the Marines set up artillery bases at Con 
Thien ~nd at Gio Linh. In 1967 the huge rectangle formed by 
Marin~ bases at Con Thien, Gio Linh, Dong Ha, and Cam Lo 
became a no-man's-land and killing field known as Leatherneck 
Square!. In the mountains to the west. The Rockpile, The 
Ra~or~ack~ Mutter Ridge, and Helicopter Valley became focal 
pomts n the struggle. For the Marines, "The End of the Line" v;as 
their g rrison at remote and isolated K.he Sanh. 

(Adap ed from a map published in The Battle for Khe Sanh, 
courte y of History & Museums Division, Headquarters USMC) 
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The Marine helicopter base at Marble Mountain lay on the 
sandy seacoast by the South China Sea, southeast of Da Nang. 
Below Marble Mountain and Da Nang were the heavily populated 
and rice-rich coastal atlands. 

(Adapted from a m originally published in U S Marines zn 
Vietnam: An Expan ing War, 1966, courtesy of History & 
Museums Division, eadquarters USMC) 
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KHE SANH VALLEY 

The rugged ~ountains and jungles in northwest Quang Tri 
Province concea1ed a North Vietnamese Army infiltration route into 
South Vietnam. The Marines set up the garrison at Khe Sanh to 
monitor and interdict the invading North Vietnamese. North and 
west of the Khe Sanh airstrip, the Marines manned observation 
outposts on the ~eaks of Hill 881 South and Hill 861. They also 
maintained a radio rela): outpost atop lofty Hill 950. 

Colonial Rou e 9, originally built by the French Army, had been 
a one-lane-wide dirt trail running west from Dong Ha into Laos. 
The Marines pe · odically tried to improve the road in an effort to 
establish a grou d route to remote Khe Sanh. However, monsoon 
rains and hostil enemy action often made the twisting mountain 
trail impassable est of Razorback Valley. 

(Adapted from a map published in The Battle for Khe Sanh , 
courtesy of Hist ry & Museums Division, Headquarters USMC) 
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SOG's unofficial stomping grounds extended far beyond the 
territory recognized by the regular U.S. military as being 
within its "rules of engagement." 
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THE A SHAU VALLEY 

HAMBURGER HILL 

j 

SOUTH VIETNAM 

Editor's Note: The A Shau Valley, located in southwestern 
Thua Tien Province near the laotian border, was a remote 
area that was ideal for the NV A to maintain base operations 
and to store their war materials. 
Several U.S. and South Vietnamese military operations were 
conducted in the A Shau Valley in 1968 and 1969 to 
dislodge the NV A. The most publicized was the battle for 
Ap Bia Mountain in May 1969, better known as the battle 
for "Hamburger Hill." Everytime the U.S. and South 
Vietnamese would leave this area, the NV A forces would 
return and set up their base camps and storage facilities. 
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Yahoo! Mail http://us.fl46.mailyahoo.com/ym/Showletter?YY =5 7826&order=up&sorr-date 

1 of2 

JDll2! fo 

To: ''Dick Detra" 

Subject: 269th Memories 

Date: Wed, 18 Jul 2001 15: 9:41 -0400 

Hi Dick, 

Options - Sign Out - Help 

Click Here! 

I Block Address I Add to Address Book 

Well you have stirred p some old memories from all lot of years ago. It forced me to go 
digging into parts of the attic haven't looked at for quite a while. (Both literally and figuratively) 
As I mentioned in my 1st e-m ii to you, I was assigned to Headquarters & Headquarters Co, of the 
269th from Jul of '69 to July '70. When I got there, there was no officer in charge of the 
Pathfinder Detachment. It w s run by the NCOIC, SFC Leslie L. George. The team had been 
reduced to 4 men plus the N OIC. By the time my first 30 days was over, I was 2nd senior man in 
country. Two Pathfinders fro the 173rd Airborne were sent to fortify our team in September of 
'69. The team then consiste of SFC George, Cpl's, Danny Lester, Lat Bowen & Danny Kahler 
(from the 173rd) & me. I hav included some pies that I have found. Our team patch, was the 
Pathfinder insignia emblazen on the Black Baron Cross. It wasn't authorized for wear. Don't 
forget, we were assigned to eadquarters company. We were surrounded by rear echelon MF's. 
The officer types broke balls n a daily basis for chickenshit regs. The only time the "chckenshit" 
eased up was when we were in the field, or out working with the Crusaders, Rat Pack or units from 
the 25th Inf. We were allowe to wear the Pathfinder Insignia (photo attached) and the Black 
Baron Cross. But Dick, the o fy time we needed a wheel barrel, was to transport beer from the EM 
club to the hootch!! <grin> .......... Nice of you to remember us though. Funny how after over 30 
years, I am the first Pathfind type to find your homepage. Maybe we weren't too good at finding 
paths after all!! I'll always ha e good memories of those who flew over there. Even today, when I 
hear the distant beat of rotor blades, I automatically try to determine, direction, size or number of 
craft, and altitude. Hope you can use the pies, ... stay safe, Aim High, Brother. Attached are some 
pies (5 zipped) & description . (7 more on the way.) Hope it helps you "fill out" the history a little. 

John E. Spillane 

07/18/2001 4:02 PM 
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These photos were taken etween July of '69 - '70. 

1. "lCrusaderlnbound" A 187th slick inbound to the chopper pad ofH & H Co 269th Cbt.Avn.Bn. 

2. "?Crusader'' ........... Thr ame l 87th ship landing 

3. "JMuleskinnerShip" A 242nd ShitHook also on the pad. 

I 
4. "4CobraGunShip" ...... A l 16th RatPack bad boy. 

5. "5BlackBaron6" ... ...... The "Old Mans" bird. 

6. "6PathfmderHootch" ... John Spillane & Mark Westhoven outside the Cavaliers Luxury Suite at I 

7. "7PathfinderSign" .... The sign outside the courier shack on the pad at H&H Co. 

I 

8. "8PathfinderTeam" ... (left to right) SFC Leslie L. George, Cpl Danny Lester, Cpl Lat Bowen, Ci: 
Kahler, & Cpl John Spillane. 

9. "9PathfinderTeaml" .... b pl's Kahler & Bowen (standing), Cpl's Lester & Spillane (kneeling). 

10. "lOPipesmoke" ... .... This is a Hornet ship that went down and was recovered by a Muleskinner "b 
doing the hooking. 

l l."11Pipesmoke2" ...... S e recovery. 

12."12Slingloading" ... ... :1at's me rigging a lot of PSP fro a slingload. (note the authorized patches 

13."lJPathfinderFlash" ... Was worn on the left breast pocket. The Black Baron Cross was worn on 
breast pocket. 
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j C; J BLACK BARON G SSJ11lD 
·1 • Nor l:y, 1his spot would be reserved for the llattalion COmmaJuler, 
· j ' However, du+ to his eminent departure, the Edi tor felt it appropriate 

· . 1 that the c~nts found herein be more of a farewell .from all the members 
of the Bla.c I .. ~aron Battalion to its departing Commander. 

Sit', 81 though your tenure here has been a short one, your presence 
will be deeply missed. Your guiding hand has bene.fi ted each and everyone 
of us direcitly _and most appreciably in the very structures we live, work 
and. eat in, as well as the . sidewalks we traverse the. battalion area on. 
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Your constant reminders conceming area. beautification, al though 
the p:rojec ha.ve not been completed, will be remmmbered and as time 
progresses they will certainly take shape. This is only one of many areas 
that your dance has been placed. Other areas are, but are not limited 
to, the to lowings the O & F manual, the :Battalion SOP, and the In-pro­
cessing chr ck list for new uni ts, and many more to numerous to mention. 

:tt :'. i' ~·.:: ·' .' i ·:.'..l.1 t to truely express ow: ttlanke· to. you, as I am sure 
you unde~s and. However, we do want you to know that your guidance and · 
efforts in our behalf a.re g:i:"eatly appreciated and will be remembered long 
after yo departure. With your departure we hope you will take with you 
our best wi;tshes in your new assignment and our deepest th~ for every-

. thing you have done to make this one of the finest Combat Aviation Bat­
talions ~Vietnam. We hope that you will occeionally think of us in the 
.future 1 ~4 will hold a warm spot in your memories for the Black Baron' e 
of the 26 th Combat Aviation Battalion. Aim High, Sirl 1111111 

BLACK BARON 5 

The psyohologists olaim that no rational animal ooumdta himself of 
his own !Pli tion to any aot, good or bad, without 1he hope of reward. 
Lt. Ha~, the aoting Battalion Info:cmation Of£1oer is no exoeptia1.o In 
the bir of 'this publication he has visualized a means to bring the ~ 
faces of attalion life before us, the readers, and in so doing assist us 
in bee · the best informed battalion in-country. In a sense a read.er 
might j tly rems,rk inwardly that this is only anothersisn that the batta­
lion is ,oming ot age. 

Buj the Commander, in granting his approval for this publication 
had anotqer thought in mind, one which sisnificantly underscores the pur­
pose ~~was Lt. Hatcher's when he conceived the idea for this publica­
tion. That thought reminded us of sosoo very sage advice which appears in 
the fore'8rd of just about every worthwhile history book ever written, 
namely, "to know nothing of the past is to know little of the present, 
r:':""' ~; ·"' li.'."'"""' "'O concept of the future". Sound familiar? 

Ot1 course, the rewards of being knowledgeable about what is going 
on wi thip one's own ~it are too obvious and numerous to mention here. 
But in order to su.oce·ed, • the publication places heavy reliance on the 
many facbs of our battalion life as lived by all its members. 

Aocordingly, I join with the Commanding Officer to encourage your 
support land participation in helping Lt. Hatcher realize his reward in 
this .. undertaking; namely, to mak~ the 269th the best informed battalion 
in Vie e.m. 

e S-3 Section 
crntrolling the operations of the assigned companies ot the Black 

Baron•s ... and frequently other, as well--is the main responsibility ot 
the Opelb.tions · and ~aining (s-;} Section of the Battalion Head.quarters • 

With Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Dalone in charge, the " '; shop" is 
subdivided into !ive elements 1 the Battalion Operations Center (Major 
Edward P. Carroll), the Intelligence and Security (S-2) Section (Master 
Sergeant Benjamin F. Phillips), the Administrat~ve Section (Sergeant First 
Class Kenneth c. Bork), the Flight Training and Standardization Section 
(Mn.for 'Bobby G. Franklin), and the Liaison Section (Major Leonard J. Sharp} • 

. '-· . 



.,.. __ 2:9th C'ot Avn :en-... *Vcl # 1 ... ,..._1 J.Nf~IUl ... 
The Bat~licn Operations Center-ocmnon4' oalle4 the :eoc- is the 

nerve center of the battalion. It receives all missions from higher 
headquarters an sees th.at ttley get to the companies for accomplishment. 
They kee~ track of eve17thing that goes .on in the :Black :Baron's area of 
interest{24 heJuts a day), and reacts to such emergencies as lost or downed 

\ . aircraft and, of course, our old friend "Charlie" and his mortars. 

\ The 11 2 Crew" provides some ot the information LTC Dalene end hie 
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\\ assistant, Maji1 
John F. Zugschvert, need to plan and conduct operations; 

\ basically '\\here tho eneiey" is and how the weather will act. They also 
\.. keep track of e classified material neoesSt1.ry to the f\motioning of the 

'- her.i.dq:uro:-t.P.rs A d sees that everyone in the unit ha.a the proper security .. 
ll .'. · : ~ . :g : • 

The e.dm*strative types provide. the glamorless but very necessary 
support--typ g, filing and office management-- that keeps the operation 

running. They also publish the brisk OPORD'e (operations orders) that 
translate the ~ommander' s desires into times, places, and tasks to be 
accomplished it turn planned opera~ons into split-second reality. 

Aviator proficiency, and the requirement for each aircrew of the 
battalion to 1'rform as expected at the designated time, are the problems 
of the Flight !l':aining and Standardization Section. Not all pilots 
arriving in Vi13tnam are experienced in the prooedures and techniques used 
to accomplish pur mission. Any also every flying outfit does oe:t'.tain . 
things in a certain way. Seeing that these problems are controlled, and 
that adequate p:eoords are maintained, keeps our standardization instructor 
pilot aw~ mih of the time. 

The et'¥'1dardization mission doesn't compare with that of the Liaison 
Section in requiring frequent and extended absences J thats what the tittle 
ill1plies. TheJLNO' s, as the~ are referred to, work with ·the uni ts we sup­
port, keeping us informed of their plans and intentions and advising them 
of our capabi i ties and procedures.. Sucoess:f'ul. liaison can mean the dif­
ference betwe 

1
n success and failure in an operation • . 

--· --~----------- NEXT ISSUE ------------
The Vo ce or Command--our Communications Section and its operatian5 •• 

COUR I f.lii' Wl~Y 

Daily '18 S-1 Courier Aircra.f't (Black :Baron 1 Delta) flies to 
various loca~ions in the III Corps tactical zone, to include Saigon (H-3), 
Bien Hoa, Long :Binh, rhu Loi, T~ Ninh West, Dau Tieng and other locations 
as needed. However, prior to nonchalantly jumping aboard and relaxing to 
the piped-in I stero music and pawing the beauti:f'ul. stewardess be sure the 
aircraft is not on a banana tree mission. The admi!'l courier picked up 
4 banana trees for planting in front of the Battalion Headquarters 29 Apr 
1967, s:ro Mf.i.rvin(Beautification NCO) has access to as many trees as needed. 
It anyone inj the company desires a:ri:y, send SFC Marvin 2 men with combat 
equipment :e shovels and he will get them to the right plantation and will 
provide tr portation home. 

BLACK HA TS ,COPY 

Your a.ttalion Pathfinders had a rather busy month during April. 
They were trl support of both the 25th Inf Di vision and the 9th Inf' Di vision 
down south qf Duo Hoa and also helped kick-of!' operation Manhattan, a 
mul ti-Divisitl nal operation in the Boi Loi woods on 23 Apr 67. 

· Three teams of 2 to 3 Pathfinders each were inserted with 2 Mech. Int 
Battalions 

1 
e d~ prior to the operation and thoy went into each of 3 LZ' s 

prior to the airmobile delivery of 4 Inf Rifle Battalions, There was also 
one team o£1 a' Pathfinders stationed at Cu Chi airfield which was the pick-up 
zone (PZ) for this operation. These men at Cu Chi had the difficult job 
of organizing and extracting over 1·200 U .s. Infantrymen to the forward 
area. 

· (Continued on Bottom of p~ 6) 
·~ ' ·. . . . ~!· • • ··' . . . , . •: . . ··• P• ·4 •, . . 
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MAIL & FAkEWELL/PROMOTl .ON 
The officer of B'ttalion Hqs and the 116th Hornet held a Hail and 

Farewell/Promotion pa.ry on 29 April 1967 at the Bee Hive Officers 
Clul:>. 

The Party ~s. hefd in honor of LTC Henry J. Nagao our dei:s. rting 
Battalion C9mmander anld to welcome all new officer& of both Bn Hqs and 
the Hornets. 

The Party was ali o for our newly promoted S-.3 LTC Arthur Delone, 
who held open bar for everyone un~il approximate'.cy 2200 hours. Hearty . 
congratulations to oui newest L'ro! Also thank you very much for the drinks. 

. A fin~ meal was 4,iso prepared and served ·by the Mess Stewardls 
of the ·269 and tho 116th. A sincere pat on the back to you both for 
a ~oh ?~11 done or wa$· that medimum well????? 

. .Lu:.~:i:·~ci.11'11~nt wa~ provided by a combo from the Division band " 
and from the sensity f traffic on the dance floor, I'm sure all enjoyed 
their fine music. 

Many out-of-town visitors were seen throughout· the well mixed 
crowd. It appeared that all areas were represented, We. were honored 
to have our.Group Cb~der Colonel Paski in attendance as well as the 
CO, 25th'Avn Bn LTC ~arden. The Air Force was represented, also the 
American Red Cross, T?e Arrey- Nurse Corps and the. civilian population as 
well in the form of sl me shapely sex-a-taries from the big city (Saigon). 

Major Dick E. Roach Battalion XO and Major Harold I. Small CO, 116th 
Aviation Co sponsored jthe affair to which a cordial thanks is extemled 
by alllthose~in attendance; even by those whose heads didn't seem to fit 
just right , v the toil.owing morning. 
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Where-de #1.lt ! i o Dr.u Tiehg???? 

"WELCOME 
A hearty welcome is extended to 

our most recent addition the 188th 
Aviation Compan.v (Ji.ML) and its attached 

·uni ts the 4th Signal Detachment, 154th 
Medical Detachment and the 60Jm Transpor­
tation Detachment. 

The l88th is Comnanded by Major 
Bobby E. Wofford; Executive .Officer is 
Major Jane L. Rungee. 

An advance party of 7 Officers and 1 
enliated an.. arrived at Battalion Head­
quaters on 'Z'l April 67. They received a 
warm welcane from the Battalion Commander 
LTC Nagao and visited .briefl¥ with members 

. of the Battalion Staff. 
The remainder ot the 18Sth AML will 

.arrive short~. 
· Again a warm welcome aboard to all 
members of the l88th and its .attached 
units stationed at Dau Tieng, APO 96268. 

:Page 5 
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This is our first installment ot what 

we hope will be a growing publication or 
this Battalion Headquaters. This issue 
giv~s our readers a sampling of thinge to 
come. However, it must be remembered that 
only you can really make this , publication 
an informative and useful media of dissemin­
ation. Your support in any fo1111, whether 
it be creative or physical, will be greatly 
appreciated. : 

As you have seen by our front page, 
we are without a name for this publication. 
Your suggestions will be greatf~ accept­
ed or if you feel that one of the names 
already indicated on the front page is your 
choice, let your Section Leader or the 
Battalion Information Officer know. 

• i . 

Flowers are hereby sent to the person;;.\ 
nel of our Headquaters & Headquarters Comp- · ·. 
any Mess Hall for their fine efforts in pre­
paration of the food and mess hall sourround­
ings '1uring the recent visit of our new Group 
Commander and our new Battalion Camnander. 

Pathfinder's Cont. 

Our thanks also for the well prepared 
meals served daily since our mess became 
operational. · Your careful attention to do­
ing a good job each and everyday of the 
week deserves our warmest praise. 

I don 1 t believe a complaint ha.s been 
heard from our mess personnel when they 
were asked to rise early to serve chow for 
the Pathfinder's or WQen asked to hold late 
chow for a crew who was forced to ·remain 
out after normal chow hours. 

This personal service is a mark of 
distinction that shows our Mess' Stewart and 
Cooks are real professionals ahd truely 
concerned about their team members of the 
Black Baron Battalion. 

I wish to extend my personal "thanks" 
to all those who helped in the last minute, 
frantic effort to make this publication 
meet its 1 M~ deadline. 

Cover desi gn by PFC Edward Czapiga 
I nsert drawings by SSG. Peter P. 

Margelon;y 
Ed. 

It wes 1100 hrs. when two teams returned to Cu Chi after inserting 
the trooi>s eucoes~f'ully into LZ' s 1 & 2, hoping to get some chow and rest, 
instead, they got a.board a. mt-1D and were ·flown by Major Zu8soh:wen· and · 
Cpt. Barton to Duo Hoa. Here they organized an additional 380 troops, 
this time members ot the 34th ARVN Ranger Battalion, for a combat assu&lt 
into the Manhattan operational area. 
. I 

The first team opera ting in landing zone # 1 was Sgt Speights and 
Sg~. Demesme. TMy had the unfortunate experience of being left behind 
in the landing zoiie when the choppers had made there last drop at that " 
,. ·- ' .. ~ . 'h having a radio, called Black Baron 3A and was extracted 
t- .) v ...-. .; ~ - ·~· ·- . .. ..,._, ~ ..a..L ~ei: • -. I . 

. · Team# 2 iP LZ 2 was formed by Sgt Corella., Sp4 Brock, J. and ·SP4 
Arkwright. Afte~ a 20 mile ride in an APC(Armored Personnel Carrier} 
that started at 9000 hrs 22 Apr at Cu Chi and ended at 1300 hrs that dey 
(Continued on paf 7) • Page 6 · 
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DBASES & INSTALLATIONSD 

At Cu Chi, paved streets lined the once remote rest 
and refit grounds of the Viet Cong. 

In the fall of 1968, an Al­
lied convoy was ambushed 
while traveling through a 
rubber plantation near Cu 
Chi, South Vietnam. Heavy 
mortar fire barraged the ve­
hicles, sending geysers of 
dirt exploding down the 
roadway. As trucks and jeeps 
careened through the smoke, 
the Viet Cong opened up 
with heavy recoilless rifles. 
Trucks began to burn while 
enemy machine guns clat· 
tered. As rocket-propelled 
grenades scored numerous 
direct hits, the entire con­
voy obviously was in ser­
ious trouble. 

By Shelby L. Stanton 

camp. As the division com· 
mander conferred with his 
engineers, intelligence ana· 
lysts and operations experts, 
carefully reviewing secret 
maps, all were looking for a 
good area offering terrain 
defensibility and water sup­
ply. An area near the Viet· 
namese town of Cu Chi was 
tentatively chosen as the 
best alternative, even though 
they knew it was in the heart 
of enemy country. 

Within moments, how­
ever, the transportation 
crews and their military 
police guardians responded 
with the trained precision of 
combat veterans. Braving 
the hail of bullets, wounded 
drivers drove their damaged 

Cu Chi served the 25th Infantry Division above the abandoned 
tunnels of the Viet Cong. The base itself was relatively safe, but 
the road in and out never was. 

A base development com· 
mittee under Brig. Gen. Ed­
ward H. de Saussure was 
flown into the Cu Chi vicin· 
ity. The party made the final 
choice on an exact location 
after carefully checking the 
land and adjacent villages. 
Infantry and mechanized 
forces then moved into the 
fields and began battling the 
enemy for possession of the 

vehicles off the road to keep the high· 
way clear for armored reinforcements. In 
cases where drivers were dead behind the 
wheels of their stalled trucks, others gal­
lantly leaped into the cabs and restarted 
the stalled trucks, driving them to safe­
ty beyond the ambush zone. 

Military police armored cars roared 
into action with their own machine guns 
blazing at the tree line. Tanks left their 
pre-positioned areas along the highway 
and started for the battle area. Observa­
tion helicopters buzzed over the tree tops 
as their co-pilots radioed for aviation and 
artillery support and described targets. 
As the last trucks still able to move 
cleared the killing zone, gunships and 
armed helicopters arrived to strafe and 
rocket the rubber plantation. 

The battle was soon over. Several 
demolished trucks littered the roadway, 
but Allied troops counted 73 enemy bod­
ies in the smashed vegetation nearby. 
Several weapons were left behind, and 
blood trails led into the deeper woods, 
signifying the probability of higher 
casualties. The threat of enemy action at 
another time or place along the highway 
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persisted, however, for this was just one 
incident in a persistent Viet Cong cam­
paign against a very important Ameri­
can target: Cu Chi. 

Cu Chi was one of the largest U.S. 
Army base camps in Vietnam and the 
the home of the 25th Infantry Division 
("Tropic Lightning") during the Vietnam 
War. The camp was located northwest of 
Saigon, close to the North Vietnamese­
Viet Cong bastion of War Zone C. 
Although Cu Chi was located in a very 
wide area cleared by bulldozers and other 
heavy engineer equipment, its deliberate 
placement in the heart of enemy­
controlled countryside made it one of 
the most danger-prone major installa­
tions during the war. 

The base was supplied largely by mo­
tor convoys, and attacking these convoys 
was just one way in which the Viet Cong 
tried to hamper Army operations in the 
Cu Chi area. 

When the 25th Infantry Division was 
alerted to leave Hawaii and deploy to 
Vietnam, the commander was informed 
of the formation's projected area of oper­
ations and told to select a wartime base 

ground. The fighting was 
often heavy and often involved tunnel· 
clearing operations, since the 25th Infan­
try Division had chosen a major Viet 
Cong rest area and supply base as the 
division's future home. The enemy was 
very familiar with the area and used their 
intricate web of tunnels to harass and de­
lay engineering and clearing parries. 

The American pressure to consolidate 
control was intense, however, and soon 
the Viet Cong decided to retreat to safer 
territory. This was in line with Com­
munist tactics, because in guerrilla war· 
fare it is more important to keep one's 
units viable than to waste them in open, 
pitched battles for fixed positions. As 
soon as the area was relatively safe for 
American construction crews and sup­
port troops, they laid out road and wire 
systems. Engineers with bulldozers and 
like heavy machinery began to clear 
fields of fire and to erect defensive barri­
ers. During this opening stage of con· 
struction, the Viet Cong periodically 
returned-often through their hidden 
labyrinth of tunnels-and mounted local 
attacks or set up sniper positions. 

In the meantime, the main portion of 



As the combat home of the 25th 
Infantry Division, Cu Chi served dou­
ble duty-as both a forward staging post 
and a relatively secure, rear base area. 
The primary purpose of Cu Chi was 
to give the division a platform to mount 
major airmobile, mechanized and infan­
try operations into the surrounding 
countryside. Additionally, the base 
served as a rest and training center. Sol­
diers returning from the field were 
housed at Cu Chi in tents and wooden 
barracks while they cleaned weapons, 
relaxed between operations and prepared 
to go back out into the field. Many sol­
diers of the division and its supporting 
units worked at Cu Chi fulltime and 
rarely left the base. 

Throughout the war, Cu Chi was such 
an exposed American outpost that it 
remained a top-priority Viet Cong tar­
get. Most Viet Cong efforts to hamper 
Cu Chi operations aimed at doing 
damage without taking heavy losses in 
return. For this reason, actual frontal 
attacks against the main post were ex­
tremely rare. 

Instead, one of the most common Viet 
Cong tactics was to stage an ambush on 
the major roads and highways used to 
resupply the base. This strategy was es­
pecially lucrative because the 1st logisti­
cal Command and 25th Supply and 
Transport Battalion usually sent four 
daily truck convoys, averaging 70 vehi­
cles each, into Cu Chi. These long motor 
columns picked up supplies at the ware­
houses and depots in Saigon and Long 
Binh and then had to travel along open 
roads to reach their destination. 

The Viet Cong campaign against the 
ground supply routes leading into Cu 
Chi never seriously threatened the base, 
but it did cause inconvenience and high 
cumulative losses. The division concen­
trated its efforts to make travel as safe 
as possible by placing mutually support­
ing artillery in range of the roads. Tanks 
and mechanized vehicles, such as ar­
mored personnel carriers, periodically 
made sweeps, but were vulnerable to 
mines. This threat forced the division to 
employ frequent infantry search and 
clear operations and foot patrols. The 
soldiers carefully probed the roads with 
minesweepers, checked the rice fields 
and moved in platoon lines through 
the clumps of jungle around the roads. 
As an extra security precaution, perma­
nent checkpoints and armed stations 
were posted at bridges and known 
danger points. 

Continued convoy attacks forced the 
25th Infantry Division to adopt new 
convoy tactics during 1968. The trucks 
carrying fuel and ammunition were al­
ways kept in the rear of any convoys. In 
this manner they would not block the 
rest of the convoy if they were destroyed. 



the 25th Infantry Division prepared to 
leave Hawaii and sail to Vietnam. Before 
they left, the troops were given tents and 
folding cots and building materials for 
the new base. Units received pre­
packaged lumber and other necessities in 
order to rapidly assemble their new field 
camp-even latrine kits. In addition to 
supplies for living quarters, the division 
took many items that would be scarce in 
Vietnam. These included essential elec­
trical components such as refrigerators 
and generators, but many "comfort" 
items were also loaded, among them a 
giant ice machine plant for manufactur­
ing ice cream. 

Once the division's main elements 
landed in Vietnam, they were trucked 
and flown into Cu Chi. The construc­
tion of the base camp began in earnest. 
The pre-assignment of living and work­
ing areas helped the division to settle in 
quickly. The area blossomed with tents 
and temporary structures as 15,000 men 
worked day and night with shovels, ham­
mers and other tools. Cement was 
poured, cranes swung metal hut frames 
into place, and scores of men strained un­
der the weight of timbers being erected. 
From the air, Cu Chi sprang up like a 
small city. Within weeks, the jungle was 
replaced by a maze of roadways, troop fa­
cilities, maintenance shops, airfields, 
motor pools, helicopter pads, hospitals, 
support offices, storage points, ammuni­
tion depots, artillery positions and head­
quarters buildings. 

The 25th Infantry Division was keen­
ly aware that the Viet Cong might 
launch a major assault to overrun Cu 
Chi and retake the area-the capture of 
Cu Chi would have been a major ene­
my victory. To prevent this from happen­
ing, the division surrounded its base with 
a sophisticated "bunker line." This net­
work of fighting positions and reinforced 
bunkers was interspersed with a series of 
observation towers sporting heavy 
machine guns and powerful searchlights, 
rows of barbed wire and complex fences 
with additional lighting, and extensive 
mine fields in front of earthen berms. 
Sensors and counter-mortar radar 
devices were used to maintain continual 
surveillance and to discourage infiltration 
tactics by VC sappers. 

The bunker line ringing the camp was 
defended by various 25th Infantry Divi­
sion units, which were assigned different 
sections on a standard basis. The Ameri­
can defenders were given detailed in­
structions in case of attack and rehearsed 
their battle plans constantly. Artillery 
howitzers and cannon within the main 
camp remained on ready alert. Jeep 
patrols and infantry ambush teams 
monitored the no-man's land beyond the 
bunker line to keep potential enemy 
scouts at a safe distance. 



Wreckers and crane vehicles were added, 
and the military police received more 
armored cars and gun-trucks to protect 
them. Gunships and command heli­
copters flew above each convoy to 
monitor potential ambush sites and 
watch suspicious activity below. Finally, 
Rome Plow "dozers" cleared out large 
swaths of land to each side of the roads 
to deprive the enemy of potential hid­
ing places. These measures never com· 
pletely stopped the convoy ambushes, 
but it became increasingly costly for 
the enemy to initiate attacks on major 
truck columns. 

Nearly unique among U.S. Army base 
camps in Vietnam was Cu Chi's deliber· 
ate location close to a major War Zone 
and the Cambodian border, a selection 
made despite the area's previous role as 
a Viet Cong rest and refitting center. 
Unknown to the American engineers 
and logisticians who selected this seem· 
ingly innocuous site, its excellent drain­
age and natural landscape advantages 
already had been recognized by the 
Communist insurgent movement. Over 
the years, a complicated tunnel and un­
derground headquarters system was dug 
into the earth and manned by some of 
the most trusted Viet Cong units-far 
more extensive than at first appeared to 
the first American arrivals. 

The tunnels of Cu Chi, however, 
never posed the major threat to the base 
that some writers have claimed. As al­
ready noted, once the Americans moved 
into Cu Chi in force, the Viet Cong 
decided to abandon the area rather than 
become involved in a protracted strug­
gle to retain it. 

The Viet Cong commanders were 
smart enough to realize that guerrilla 
warfare would be unsuccessful in an open 
contest against superior U.S. tanks, air· 
craft and mechanized troops. The VC 
resisted the first intrusions into their ter­
ritory by the 25th Infantry Division, but 
once it became clear that the Americans 
were determined to occupy this particu­
lar parcel of ground, the Viet Cong 
abandoned it. They regrouped in War 
Zone C or across the Cambodian border 
and remained outside Cu Chi base camp 
for the rest of the war. 

The tunnels, though, did pose a nasty 
surprise to the first 25th Infantry Divi­
sion troops entering the Cu Chi area, 
but the soldiers still searched most of 
them out. There were few tunnel engage· 
ments because the enemy withdrew. 
They found it much cheaper and easier 
to build new tunnel complexes in other 
areas than to defend their existing sys­
tem in that one location. The "tunnels 
of Cu Chi" actually refer to the tunnels 
away from the base camp. Once the 
division commanders became aware that 

Continued on page 57 



BASES & INmLLATIONS 
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tunnels were in the area, human and 
canine tunnel experts, sensor devices, 
smoke generators, anti-tunnel weapons 
and flooding machines were used to com­
pletely scour the ground beneath Cu 
Chi. In a matter of months, all the tun­
nels underneath the base camp were 
flushed out. 

While most of the tunnels were de­
stroyed, a few were deliberately left in­
tact. These were used as part of a division 
tunnel-fighting school that became fa-
11\0US throughout Vietnam with a num­
ber of command-wide seminars and 
courses taught there. Volunteer "tunnel 
rats" and engineers from Allied contin­
gents throughout Vietnam trained in 
these tunnels. After the war, some com­
munist propagandists claimed that they 
lived in tunnels right under the Ameri­
can base camp but, according to the 
Army Center of Military History, the 
claim is extremely doubtful. If those tun­
nels are indeed located within the old Cu 
Chi perimeter, then the communists are 
simply showing visitors the old 25th In­
fantry Division tunnel school! 

During the course of the war, mean­
while, the Cu Chi base camp became 
increasingly more sophisticated. Paved 
streets and parking lots took the place 
of narrow dirt lanes and fields. Mobile 
electronic computer vans were moved 
into the camp and used for routine ad­
ministrative management. Many build­
ing interiors began to look like stateside 
offices, complete with automatic data 
processors and other modern equipment. 
Huge hangars and aircraft maintenance 
shops were established. Large power 
plants and electrical facilities were linked 
into depots and warehouses. Sections of 
the base became specialized in airframe 
construction or electronics. The manage­
ment of Cu Chi base itself became a big 
job and by 1970, the base camp was so 
large and complex that it looked, at first 
glance, like any normal Army post in the 
United States. 

In late 1970, the 25th Infantry Division 
began preparing to depart from Vietnam 
and return to Hawaii. As a base inven­
tory was conducted and some items were 
taken out, the U.S. Military Assistance 
Command Vietnam decided that the 
post was so large and safe that it should 
be turned over intact to the South Viet­
namese. In December 1970, Cu Chi was 
signed over to the South Vietnamese 
25th Infantry Division and became a 
major installation for the Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam. Less than five years 
later, Cu Chi was surrendered to con­
tingents of the victorious North Viet­
namese Army. o 
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.June, 1996 

Memorial Fund 

\\' c ha' c had a grc<it response since 
our last newsletter, requesting donations 
for our memorial fund . Since we arc just 
getting started, we have a considerable 
way to go. But we need Lo keep the 
momentum rolling. 

For the new members of our associa ­
tion that arc unfamiliar with our memori ­
al project, we arc in the process of cstab-4 

lishing a site and building a \'ietnam 
I Ielicopter Crn' ~!ember l\lemorial in 
St. 1 ,ouis at .Jefferson Barracks . \\' e arc 
also in the process of raising funds 
through our membership, as well as pn­
' ate individuals and business. An) 
donation no matter small or large is 
greatly appreciated b) our association. 

We arc also askmg for any individu­
als or groups that would would like to 
become inYoh·ed with our fund raiser, or 
ha\ c ideas on raising contributions to 
please contact me. 

Charlie Rains has also infom1ed me 
that our start up cost will be considcrabl) 
less than the $30,000 we reported earli­
er.. Those costs will he more the area of 
$15,000. 

We arc on a mission here. Let's 
make it a success. 

Send donations to: 
\'JICJ\ I:\ l\ lcmorial fund 
P.O. Box 752592 
~lemphis , T~ 38175 

For Jnfonnation: 
Pete Christy 
Chairman, Financial Committee 
VHCMA l\femorial Fund 
P.O. Box 121 
W oodbridgc, CA 95258 
(209) 333-01-13 (office) 
(209) 334-2119 (home) 

There are several l\tini-Reunions planned 
by several unit organizations. Check with 
the Reunion Registration Desk for details. 

Jf you missed Chris Noel at the last 
reunion, then take heart, she has been 
invited again. However, at press time, we 
do not know if she will be attending. 

From Dave DeSloover, 

ln the '.\larch ( 1996) newsletter I read 
an article on a \'ietnam Memorial 
Centering around a UII-1 from Grand 
Ledge, l\.Il. 

Se\·eraJ years ago in May, 1986, the 
~fonroe, MI Chapter V\' A dedicated The 
Monroe County (Heck Park) Vietnam 
Memorial. The center piece is a UH-IM 
Gunship (that served in 'Nam) raised on a 
20' steel structure stand, looking as if it's 
making a gun run. 
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The gunship faces a living memorial 
to all Monroe County Veterans of 
Vietnam. A black granite memorial to 
those that died and our one MIA (Melvin 
Dye ... a Door Gunner). A couple of years 
ago, a Cobra was purchased and added to 
the memorial site. 

If you are ever in Michigan, remember 
that just 15 miles north of the Ohio line 
and just off I-75 at Ex.it 15, sets one of the 
Best Vietnam Memorials I have ever seen. 

Reunion Odds 'n Ends 
If you wish to share a room in 

Tucson, call Charlie at the main office 
and he will try to match you up with 
someone, who may want to share on the 
room expenses. 

Again, a raffle will be held to help 
offset some of the reunion expenses. So, 
If you can, bring something that can be 
donated for door prizes. It's not required, 
but perhaps something representative of 
your state. 

Gary Roush, who is the Data Base 
Administrator for the VHPA is expected 
to be in Tucson with his computer sys­
tem. He has quite an extensive data base 

of helicopter incidents, aircraft tail mun­
bers, and crews (both pilots and enlisted, 
either living or KIA). 

The Smithsonian Institute will have 
two of their people present to talk to our 
members about the UH-1 and the Cobra. 

Several members have inquired 
about tours of the Grand Canyon. 
AIRST AR HELICOPTERS, INC flies 
out of Grand Canyon, AZ and employes 
two VHCMA members. Rates range 
from $60-150/person depending of type 
or tour selected and will offer a 10% dis­
count to VHCMA members. They may 
be contacted by phone at (520) 638-2622. 
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The Pink Panther 
Story 

This is a portion of the Unit History of the 
36Jst Aviation Company, as it appeared 
in it's 1969-70 Yearbook. Thanks to 
VHCMA member Wade C. Scott for his 
contribution. 

The 36Ist Aviation Company 
(Escort) "Pink Panthers" supported free 
world forces in the II Corps tactical zone 
out of Camp Holloway, Pleiku, Republic 
of Vietnam as a part of the 52nd Aviation 
Battalion (Combat), 17th Aviation Group 
(Combat) with AH-1 G Huey Cobra armed 
helicopters. The 36lst was organized and 
activated on November 1, 1967 at Fort 
Hood, Texas. At the same time, the 665th 
Transportation Detachment and the 62 lst 
Signal Detachment (Avionics) were 
formed and attached to the 36lst as sup­
port units. The "Pink Panthers" were 
commanded by Major John L. Deryck, of 
Scio, Ohio. Major Deryck was formerly 
Chief of the AH-1 G Standardization 
branch at Cobra Hall, Hunter Airfield for 
over a year. He was one of the first Army 
aviators to fly the AH-1 G when it was 
introduced into the Army. 

The "Pink Panthers" were originally 
organized as a Charlie model or UH-1 C 
gunship company. In fact, the unit 
received some of the last UH-IC model 
aircraft produced by the Bell Helicopter 
Company. The "Pink Panthers" arrived in 
Vietnam on April 6, 1968 and was initial­
ly deployed to Di An with the 269th 
Aviation Battalion. While at Di An the 
company received in-country training, 
local area orientation and underwent an 
infusion program and had its baptism of 
fire. The unit had arrived at an opportune 
time and quickly established a reputation 
as a 'Can Do' outfit in May of 1968 dur­
ing the Tet II Counteroffensive in the 
Saigon area. The aviators in the unit were 
eager and highly motivated to do the job 
they been trained for and it wasn't long 
until radio transmission like, "Panther 36, 
Arrowhead 6, we have a fifty cal in that 
white house on the west side of the street, 
third floor, last window on the left. All 
the friendlies are on the east side of the 
street. Panther 36, Roger! going hot!" 

That was the way those early battles were 
fought, street to street and house to house. 
It required calm nerves, sound judgment 
and a bit of courage and skill; The "Pink 
Panthers" proved more than equal to the 
challenge. 

From Di An the 361 st moved to 
Camp Holloway, Pleiku. in the Central 
Highlands of Vietnam. The dense jungle 
and treacherous mountain terrain was in 
complete contrast to the wide open and 
flat rice paddies of the southern III Corps 
area. The new area required completely 
new tactics: however, the 36lst quickly 
adjusted to the new situation and mastered 
techniques for finding and fighting the 
elusive enemy. 

Upon arriving in the Central 
Highlands one of the missions. a high per­
centage contact mission, assigned to the 
unit was the convoy escort of logistics 
along route 19 through the Mang Yang 
Pass to An Khe. The "Pink Panthers" 
foiled many an enemy ambush attempt 
with their accurate and devastating armed 
helicopter fire. The convoy usually 
reached their destination unscathed 
because the 361 st were always there to 
see that the enemy could not threaten the 
critically needed supply lines. 

On September I, 1968, the "Pink 
Panthers" began supporting the 5th 
Special Forces, becoming their primary 
mission. Supporting the Special Forces. 
the unit participated in many operational­
ly successful missions, dangerous, 
demanding and highly complex missions, 
which only a highly trained unit could 
cover. The mission, because of its very 
dangerous nature and the high percentage 
of the battle damage sustained by the 
Cobras because of the crafty and much to 
be respected enemy forces encountered, 
had meant many long and arduous hours 
of maintenance. But all of the "Pink 
Panthers" prided themselves in the knowl­
edge that the maintenance and safety 
records of the unit were unexcelled any­
where in Vietnam. 

The "Pink Panthers" are probably 
best known and remembered for the out­
standing armed helicopter support provid­
ed during the Ben Het-Dak To battles in 
May-July of 1969. Almost daily, the 
361 st aided entrapped ARYN units to 
break out of the enemy encirclements and 
suppressed or destroyed enemy automatic, 
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RPG firing and anti-aircraft weapons 
positions. Confirmed kills were difficult 
to corroborate, but the 361st is credited in 
official records with well over one hun­
dred enemy kills. By this time. the unit 
had been flying Cobras for quite some 
time. The Cobra in the sky was feared 
and hated by the enemy. The simple pres­
ence of a "Pink Panther" cobra over an 
entrapped positions rallied flagging offen­
sive section in friendly forces and caused 
the enemy to be extremely cautious. 

During December 1969, the "Pink 
Panthers" supported the 23rd ARYN 
Division operations, aiding that unit in the 
defense on Due Lap and Bu Prang in the 
southern portion of the II Corps zone. 
The unit performed the gamut of mis­
sions, escorting combat missions. protect­
ing resupply aircraft flying vitally needed 
supplies into the surrounded troops in the 
infamous Volcano just outside of Due Lap 
and responding to aerial observers 
requests for fire in the Viet Cong con­
trolled Happy Valley to the southwest of 
Ban MeThout. 

In Saigon, on F.0.8.. at Due Lap-Ru 
Prang and at Ben Het-Dak To the "Pink 
Panthers" displayed the heroism that has 
become commonplace in this unit. Not 
only in their flying and maintenance. but 
in everything that the "Pink Panthers·· 
undertake professional ism and esprit, lo) -
alty and teamwork are characteristics. 
A;k anyone who has been supported b) 
the 36Ist, what armed helicopter unit the} · 
would pick to support them from all the 
weapons companies in Vietnam and that 
answer would be the story of the true 
worth and ability of the 361 st Aviation 
Compan) . 

173rd AHC Yearbook 

I was a "Gunrunner" with the 173rd 
AHC in 1970-71. During that period, I 
served under Major Barrbody as the 
Company Commander at Lai Kay. I 
have since lost my copy and have been 
searching for a replacement. If anyone 
has any advice or even a copy that might 
be copied, please reply. 

Juan Eigueras 
4125 Guadalupe Court 
Orlando, FL 32817 



:·; 

1 
I 
!· 

, - I . 

Glossa~y of Terns 

Aimob;ij.e Col?be.t A@sault (CA) t T:ic lif'ting of combe.t troops by 

helicopter into an unsecure landing zone. Enemy resistance is 

pl"Qbe.blo. r 

Aircobile Extraction: The lifting of combnt t:reops by helicopter 

from terrain in which the enomy ~s the co.pability to resist. 

Resistance cnn be expectod to .increase as ea.ch lif't is ma.do o.nd the 

friendly force's perimeter becomes smo.ller. 

~~~----~--~;.;o;.;;r;.;;:ce;;;;...a;CAMl';;;;;;;;.;;F""') : The o.ir lif't and ground mneuver elements 

required to conduct nn o.irmobile operation. 

Sk Force Conninder: The conao.nder who emrcises control 

of nll elements of on Jdmobile Tc.sk Force; usun.lly the ground force 

comxmder. 

'llri3ob111t71 Tnctico.1 nobility n:fforded a ground i:nneuvcr force by 

helicopters; the co.pa.bility of u ground force to tnctically deplot 

through the uir, implies tactical integrity in loo.ding. 

1tJ:iV :Afiltion Elernnt (LJ.E): /,. = :.' ·.-. i son element from the supporting 

unit for coordination and plo.nni:~g of aviation operations. This 

element is found at I Field Force Vietnru:i, II Field Force Vietnor:J.1 

and nt la.RVN Corps. 

r&~Ul2J;;M!S~£..Ul!mJWJU.: A helicopter equipped with nn at'blchcd 

woo.pons system which is fired by the pilot or co-pilot. 

~Bl Lift: A unit of lii't helicopters, cnpo.ble of lif'ting the 

nssn\!lt elements of n rifle conpany in one lii't. 
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!¥J.o 1?41ht: Holiborne infMtry troops on air alert to. perform 

immedio.to reaction missions for ~ ground COlIDllll.Ildor. 

pisht.: 1'wo or mere aircraft with o. common mission under the colllllUl!ld 

of a designntod flight leader. 

HopY Gm1 Teom: Three o.rmed helicopters opornting as n tactical element. 

, JN@ing ZOno (LZ): 
I 

A specifioo nroa. for lMding helicopters to debark 

troops rmd/or cnrgo in, or in support of;, an a.irmobile nssnult. 

Lift Helicopter (gµ_ckl): A helicopter used for the purpose of lifting 

troops a.nd/or cargo. 

fiiibt GUn To.£!!ll: Two armed holicoptcrs opera.ting c.s c. t.acticcl. element. 

commnnd m"iA tion 

clements on a specific mission or operation. 
' Two sections or more of aircra.ft under 

oonunand of a. platoon c~Dlllru1der. 

Raloose Pomt {RP): .A geographic point, recognizable from the air, 
::ru: ... 

at which a. flight a.tTivos in proper formation a.nd then proceeds to• 

dos::!.gno.tod o.ren. u...~dor less centr-::.lizcd control. 

A UH-1 helicopter es·re..cfo.lly equipped with a smoke 

genera.tor eo.po.blo of lnr....ng n thick cylinder of snoko nlong tho nir-

cro.ft'a flight pa.th. 

tLJ.a.nco: A continuous nnd close wntch over n specific route, 

oren., or point for information o:'1 the enemy. 

'I ,_: 
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DECORATIO S 

Meritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 
1967 (Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 269th Aviation Bat­
talion, cited; DA GO 48, 1968) 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi­
dered VIETNAM 1967 (Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 269th 
Aviation Battalion, cited; DA GO 22, 1968) 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi­
dered VIETNAM 1967-1968 (269th Aviation Battalion cited; DA GO 21, 
1969, as amended by DA GO 46, 1969) 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi­
dered VIETNAM 1968 (269th Aviation Battalion cited; DA GO 48, 1971) 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi­
dered VIETNAM 1968-1970 (269th Aviation Battalion cited; DA GO 5, 
1973, and DA GO 6, 1974) 

Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal, First Class, Streamer 
embroidered VIETNAM 1967-1970 (269th Aviation Battalion cited; DA 
GO 51 , 1971) 

Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal, First Class, Streamer 
embroidered VIETNAM 1970 (Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 
269th Aviation Battalion, cited; DA GO 55, 1971) 
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THE BLACK BARONS:__VIETNAM'S DISCIPLINED PROFESSIONALS 

A weather ship searches the skies of Vietnam at 0400 hours. Artillery 
preparations flash sporadically in sha~owed rice fields far below while a 
dark mass slowly gathers, billows, and soon looms eerily over the landing 
zone. In an operations bunker northwest of Saigon, an Air Mission Commander 
receives reports from the airborne weather crew and scrupulously commits 
his airmobile assets to a long day of war. Within minutes he boards a 
command and control aircraft carrying an Airmobile Task Force Commander 
and himself aloft to guide the conduct of the assault. 

In a base ca~ pick-up zone not far away, sixty crews cautiously 
ignite the turbines of their helicopters. Darkness still shrouds the air­
craft as ground forces, mounting the waiting lift ships, quickly lean 
against the bulkheads, nervously hoping for a final rest before the landing 
zone. Chopper pilots bite anxiously on unlit cigars as a flight leader's 
order cracks the helmetted pre-dawn silence. The slick ships, in sequence, 
rise slowly and tilt forward, their rotors viciously straining to lift the 
heavy loads over the thick canopy which now too rapidly approaches the 
dimly lit cockpits. Some apprehension, a hopeful pull for power, a 
tightness in each pilot's stomach as his skids brush through _ the tree tops, 
and then relief, as the flight lifts and all ships are reported airborne. 
Another day thus begins for the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion, Veitnam's 
"BLACK BARON" Battalion, which daily fights the most intense airmoble war 
in the Southeast Asian combat theater. This is the story of that battalion. 

1 
Activated in Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in July of 1966, for deploy-

ment to the combat zone, the 269th arrived in the Republic of Vietnam in 
January of 1967. Designated as the primary aviation support battalion to 
the 25th Infantry Division, the 269th consistently has been committed to 
the execution of airmobile operations in all the major exercises conducted 
in the III Corps Tactical Zone. During the airmobile insertions of U.S. 
Forces into the landing zones of JUNCTION CITY II, KOLE KOLE, DIAMONDHEAD, 
BARKING SANDS, MANHATTAN, ATLANTA, YELLOWSTONE, and innumerable other 
significant operations, BLACK BARON mettle, severely tested, proved its 
strength againts the strongest of enemy forces. Heavily committed in the 
terrain of War Zone "C", the "Parrot's Beak,"the "Iron Triangle," and the 
"Hobo Woods," the 269th has earned the distinct~on of repeatedly flying more 
combat hours, 1 conducting more combat assaults, hauling more troops, cargo, 
and med-evacs, than any other combat aviation battalion in the war today. 

1. Each assault helicopter company of the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion 
consistently averages over 3,000 flying hours per month. 

2. During the entire period of 1 August 1967 through 31 October, the 
269th Combat Aviation Battalion conducted battalion size combat assaults, 
comprised of from two to six assault helicopter companies, once every 
eighty-nine hours. 



The employment of BLACK BARON aircraft in these hotly contested areas,how­
ever, has taken its toll. The intensity of the combat of the 269th Combat 
Aviation Battalion's operations can readily be attested to by the damage 
received from hostile fire by over 296 ships in a span of six months.3 
These statistics serve as tangible evidence that the BLACK BARON Battalion 
is daily fighting the most aggressive airmobile war in the Vietnamese 
combat zone. 

1 
The 269th Combat Aviation Battalion has been proudly led through eight 

months of intense operations by LTC JAMES H. MERRYMAN of Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. The battalion headquarters is located thirty miles northwest 
of Saigon, at Cu Chi, also the home and base camp of the 25th TROPIC LIGHT­
NING Division. In fulfilling its tactical missions the 269th Combat 
Aviation Battalion has six subordinate units: a headquarters company, three 
assault helicopter companies, one assault support helicopter company, and 
one reconnaissance airplane company. The assault helicopter companies base 
camps, strategically located to afford the best tactical support to each of 
the three brigades of the 25th Division, span the entire western breadth 
of the III Corps area. 

The 1irmobile companies, the 116th, the 187th, and the 188th, better 
known in their tactical environment as the HORNETS, the BLACKHAWKS, and the 
BLACK WIDOWS, respectively, are located at Cu Chi, Tay Ninh, and Dau Tieng. 
Each is comprised basically of two types of aircraft, troop carrier heli-
~and gunships, both of which are models of the now famous Bell-UH-1. 
~ AL~ tn~_aircraft are armed for protection. ~ The gunships, however, as 

(~ct~ primarily offensive machines, are heavily laden with many varied ordnance 
systems. Included in the arsenal are .20 and .40 mm guns, 2.75 and 3.5 
inch rocket launching systems, and 7.62 ''mini-guns." The achievements of 
the BLACK BARON assault helicopter companies in combat operations have be­
come legendary in their time. Each assault company has on numerous occasions 
been subjected to the heav~~~.t.,fire Charlie could deliver. This included 
automatic weapons, RPG's,~Jamortars. In all cases each man did his 
job and accomplished his mission. Formations were maintained--disciplined 
professionalism was obvious everywhere. The valor displayed by the 
helicopter crews and their dedication to the support of ground forces 
has been unparallelled in aviation history. The respect, admiration,and 
gratitude of infantry soldiers has further been evidenced by the presentation 
to the officers and men o f the 269th awards to include the Distinguished 
Service Cross, Silver Stars, Distinguished Flying Crosses, Purple Hearts, 
Bronze Stars, and innumerable Air Medals for Valor. 

1 
Rewriting Chinook tactical history in Vietnam is the BLACK BARON CH-47 

unit, the MULESKINNERS of the 242nd Assault Support Helicopter Company. Fly­
ing from Cu Chi, the crews of these medium cargo helicopters daily resupply 
forward field positions with rations, heavy weapons, ammunition, and all 
other forms of logistical requirements. The huge Chinooks also insert and 

3. Most of these aircraft were recovered by CH-47 or were able to return to 
base under their own power. Very few were total loss. 



extract large troop units, often while the ground forces are still in heavy 
enemy contact. The true value and capability of the CH-47, daily being 
further explored, greatly expands the resources of the BLACK BARONS. 

The battalion's fixed wing unit, the 21st Reconnaisance Airplane 
Company, BLACK ACES. Located at Tay Ninh, provides a visual reconnaissance 
capability to the many units in the III Corps area. Day and night the low 
drone of an 0-1 can be heard above, as pilots and observers methodically 
search the ground for the elusive enemy. The access of these crews to volum­
inous and brutal artillery barrages makes the BLACK ACES Bird-dog one of the 
most formidable and deadly weapons in Veitnam. 

1' 
The 269th also has its own :E£JBP+a11; smoke ship, "Smokey Baron." 

This aircraft is used extensively on all airmobile operations, be they 
battalion or company size. Daily, "Smokey" can be seen shuttling from one 
operational area to another in support of the battalion's aviation elements. 
Upon special request from infantry ground commanders, smoke screens have 
been layed to support an infantry ground move or assist on urgent med-evac. 
The employment of the smoke ship has been heartfully appreciated by all who 
have received its assistance. Denying the enemy a point target capability, 
the smoke ship has substantially decreased the number of aircraft losses 
normally assessed as damage from enemy fire. In fact, not once has an 
aircraft been shot down in a landing zone which was smoked by "Smokey Baron." 

The AvJation Battalion has assigned to it its own organic Pathfinder 
Detachment, the CAVALIERS. This unit provides navigational assistance and 
terminal guidance to all of the battalion's aviation elements. Primarily, 
however, pathfinder personnel have been utilized in the control of infantry 
elements in pickup and landing zones. Normally inserted into forward field 
locations hours before an airmobile operation, pathfinders have been 
responsible for insuring the correct placement of loads in suitable 
locations for an airmobile pick-up. Most recently the CAVALIERS have also 
been heavily committed to the control of logistical moves by Chinooks. 
The monumental successes achieved by the 269th in the conduct of airmobile 
operations has in no small measure been due to the efficiency of its path­
finder personnel. 

1' 
The "BLACK BARONS" conducted their first combat assualt on 14 April 1967. 

Today, 46 battalion size and hundreds of company size combat assaults later, 
the 269th has rightfully earned the title of "Disciplined Professionals." 
Its operations have supported not only the U.S. 25th Infantry Division, 
but also the U.S. 1st and 9th Infantry Divisions, the 199th Light Infantry 
Brigade, the 5th U.S. Special Forces Group, the 1st Australian Task Force, 
and the Tiger and the White Horse Divisions of the Republic of Korea Army. 
BLACK BARON airmobile operations have required the frequent attachment of 
complete aviation battalions, placing over 100 aircraft in the air at one 
time in the conduct of a combat assault. In fact, on the 42nd battalion 
operation over 100 UH-l's and 30 CH-47's and CH-54's were used in what 
was probably the largest airmobile assault ever conducted. BLACK BARON 
statistical compilations of combat troops transported, cargo tonnage hauled, 
and sorties flown for a six month period, constitute impressive figures. 
4. During a six month time frame the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion trans­

ported 266,621 combat troops and hauled 19,401 tons of cargo in over 
201,438 sorties flown. Not included herein are the statistics of the most 
recently conducted OPERATION YELLOWSTONE, during which, in the first three 
days, 4,581 troops were inserted into landing zones and 912 tons of cargo 
moved into forward locations. 

3 



Of great satisfaction to all personnel of the unit are 748 emergency 
med-evacs returned to hospital areas from the front lines by BLACK BARON 
aircrews. A satisfaction of an entirely different nature is found in the 
458 Viet Cong killed by BLACK BARON gunships in a six month time frame. 
This is far more than most infantry brigades have accounted for. 

1' 
Regardless of the facet of airmobile operations considered, the 269th 

is in all respects a thouroughly professional combat aviation battalion. 
Its accomplishments are vast in scope and quite varied in nature. Certainly 
persons may readily be identified for individual achievements. The full 
success of the battalion, however, must be attributed to the men who formed 
it, who comprise it, and who have fought and continue to fight to make it 
what it is. The 269th is more than a unit in Vietnam. It is a constant 
endeavor toward professionalism and further excellence. It is a belief 
in the certain success of a disciplined unit. Above all these things, 
however, it is a lasting tribute to the spirit of Army Aivation in the 
Republic of Vietnam. The BLACK BARONS can best be summed up by their motto 
and the goal of every man assigned--"AIM HIGH." 
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r.I'he 269th Combat Aviation Battalion, campoeed. ot two assault hell-
' 

copter companies at the onset of the time frame covered by this report,, 

has increased in size to its atresent composition of three assault hell-

copter companies, one reconnaissance airplane company, am one assault 

support helicopter c~pany. The Assault Helicopter Company gained,, the 

18Sth, was assigned to the Battalion on ~May 1967. The 21st Reconmis~ 

eance Airplane Company, a fixed wing unit, had its main body close in tne 

Republic of Vietnam on 29 June 1967. Finally,, the 242J:l Assault Support 

Helicopter Company, a CH-47 unit, had its advanced party arrive in 

country on Z'1 July 1967. These unite, all new in country, trained for 

overseas deployment at Fort Campbell; Kentucky; Fort Lewis, Washington; 

and Fort Benning, Georgia, respectively~ The 188th waa subsequently 

assigned ~o DAU TIENG, the 21st to TAY NINH, am the advanced party 

of the Z+2d to BIEN HOA~ The locatidn or the 242d is temporary, pem-

ing engi,n&er completion of its Ultimate location at CU CHI. 

2. The 18'7th Assa.ult Helicopter Company, whose arrival in Vietnam 
( 

and assignment to this Batt4ffft1} orcurr~ i ,n ch of th:i-S ye.ar, is . r ! n [" h IT r {\ I ,,_____ • . - . 

F 

.. 

: 
l 

• 

I 

I 

I ~~, 

' 



. . 
I stationed at TAY NINH.~ 

........-- Qt ... 

The 116th Assault Helicopter Company, the oldest company 1 'n the Battalion, 

remains at CU CHI. 
I' 

Durin~ the period under discussion, the 116th an:i 187th Assault 

es of the Helicopter Companies primarily supported the three brigad 

25th Infantry Division. Major operation:!! in ltlhich the Bat talion's 

assault helicopter companies participated included Pperati ons MANHATTAN, 

BARKim SANDS, KOLE KO ', and DIAMOND HEAD. Infrequent r equirements sent 

both assault helicopter companies to the southern portion 

Corps Tactical Zone and northern portions of the IV Corps 

Zone, in support of the h Infantry Division. 
,. 

s of the III 

Tactical 

operations were conducted in conjunction with ARVN troope 

as well as CIDG personnel. All operations supporting our own forces and 

Vietnamese troops proved highly successful from an airmobi · 1e stampoint.~ 

·During the period of interest, the 1S8th Assault H elicopter 

Company, operational on 15 June, sustained considerable dama ge to its 

AU TIEOO. aircraft while under a heavy mortar atts.ck on 24 June at D 

Immediately upon becoming operational again, the unit was moved to 

the II CTZ on a temporary basis in direct support of Korean units 
I 

located in the TUY HOA-PHU HIEP area, just north of NHA TRANG. The 

date of movement was 7 July, with a return date estimated to be on or 

. about 1 September 1967. 

6.(c) he 21st Reconnaissance Airplane Company became operational on 

t 

~ 

15 July. The last two weeks of the month found this ~t's aircraft 

disperse throughout the III CTZ in support of numerous tactical 71WA.l1of\~ 

-~ -

-------
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The advanced party of the 242d Ass~ult 5upport Helicopter 

Company arrived in Vietnam during the last week in July. The key 

personnel that this unit sent forward are establishing the basic 

unit functions . neceseary as a foundation for supporting the n.ain body 

due to close in early August. 

· 'The units established in country and presently operational,,,.i.e., 

the 116th, 1B7th, and 18Sth Assault Helicopter Co~panies and the 21st 

Reconnaissance Airplane Company, supported ground forces to an extent 

well worth noting. A composite tally of the Battalion's efforts 

follows• The figures, it is felt, warrant close scrutiny since they 

are directly indicative of the proud accomplishments of this Battalion 

for the quarter of interest. Further statistics for the period, on 

a "per company" baeis, will show that the companies of this Dattalion 

are second to none in the entire 1st Aviation Brigade. Efforts expended 

and successes achieved are borne out below. Your attention is in-

vited to the following. 

_During the quarter of concern, 1 May to 31 July, the 269th 

Combat Aviation Battalion flew 68,885 sorties, logging a total of 

23,819 accumulat.ed flying hours. 119,637 passengers were carried an:J. 

4,247 tons of cargo have been moved in support of grown flJl'cea. 232 

Viet Cong were killed during the period by Army Aircratt. of this 

Battlion. The 269th evacuated a total of 433 medical casualties. 

!During the period the Battalion itself suffered 13 KIA an:J. 

26 WIA. 147 aircraft received combat damage, while the total number 

of hits received from grou.rrl fire was 118. Most of. the hostile fire 

taken was so taken during a total of 101 daya of combat assault 

... 
t 
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missions in support of ground forces. 

~he statistics indicated substantiate an indisputable fact. The 

269th Combat Aviation Batta.lion, in support. of ground offenses launched 

against the PARROI' 'S BEAK, and WAR ZONE C, both in the 25th Infantry 

Division's Area of Operations, is supporting operations in two of the 

most hotly contested areas in the Republic of Vietnam. 
I' 

Both are recog-

nized geographically as well fortified and well defended Viet Cong 

strongholds. 

·- :- .' ·· Further, the figures shown are evidence that the 269th Combat 

Aviation Battalion is eupporting the most aggressive action in the war 

today. 'A study comparing the Battalion's statistics with those ot aey 

o her battalion in the 1st Aviation Brigade will indicate that the 269th 

is far more involved in ai.rmobile operations, has carried more troope, 

has flown more houre, carried a greater tonnage, has }ilysically 

accounted for more VC forces killed, and has evacuated more wounded 

from its tactical operational area, than any other aviation unit in the 

entire 1st Aviation Brigade. This Battalion takes deep satisfaction 

from these accomplishments. 

• 
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Class V supi:>ort for tactical operations is provided from 

SKYBOLT refu_el and re-arm points located at CU CHI, TAY NINH, DAU TIEID, 

arrl DUC HOA. These points are operated by the 25th Infantry Division. 

On operations outside of the 25th Division's area, support is furnished 
I 
I 

by the supported unit. ASP are located at each major installation in 

the 25th Division area. 
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The sucoesa of ground operations in vmrNAM 1a dire~ proportional 

to the prudent management of avi&tion 8.8sets. Never in .tho history of 

modern warfare have ground toroes been so oompleteJ.7 dependent on air 

mob:llity as thoy"aro todq"cm ~e heliooptor in this ASIA&~ anv:l.ronmont. 

Tho emplo;ymont or helicopters ,and helil:x>rne forces is predioatodon a 

deotrine Wich ia still in th• f'ormativo stages eTOD todq. Ar1111 Aviation 

has taken 'DlllONHJ strides forward in brief" increments of ti.ma. Its grovth 

has beon at leut hyperbolic. With a nonoept so new and so oxtrc!me~ 

vital to the sucooss ot the tactics of grow:id commanders in VIETNAM, it 

is of paramount 1mportance that an understanding of aviation management 
" 

and a.ir mobilit,' be possessed not onl:f by aviation offioers, but also, ,; 

., 
,, 

and in equal depth, by tho oomm1mders and starts of the supported uni ta [, 

" 
11 

of the c0mbat arms. 
t: 

, It is 'lfl1' ainosre hope that the ocw•11R1mt1 included 1n this document I 

will bonefit aviation am ground oamnander• and atarta, both those here 

in the combat thoater, and thon training in the d91>l"11'ble unite in 
-

the continental UN!TED STATF~. Tha topics of diaousaion rof'lect prohlems ., 

onoountorod through tho lnst three months of continuous. c~t oporo.tions 

by this command. l . c.ssuro you thllt no topic is 1"1otional. &other, our 
I 

"lossons loa.r11od" have been taught. us 'by tho visost of mentors, exporionco. 

It is with immenso prido and sn.tisi'action tho.t I invite your attention 

to the Operational Report: - Lessons !.earn.ad ot tho 269th Combat Avia.tion 

Battalion. It is, by far, tho Comb.:.t li.viation BD.tte.J.ion most intonsoly 

committod to the conduct of nirmobilo operations in tho REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. 
-, 
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. 
Uh!STi~S 

t Units at CU CI.Ci, 'JYi.Y :MHlH, &""ld ~u 'J.' 
a .ra.."l.j ori ty of C1~s I supplies by; l'lOtor convoy. '.i.';.ds is 
classes. 11li.s a c!h.:>d has proven s::i.tis:factory for CU CBI c.nd T~i.Y rf."rnII; 
DA-r.J '£IJl:l.:G, •10wtnTer, is a !)robl.em area. U TIENG is fa a CG'.11'8.l"e.tivelw 
isolated J.ocatio:-.. :l.a relation to llighway trt'.nsportntion. 'l'he only 
rot'!:co out of iJAU '.;:nm is o:;_:>en only to armed convoys. ~CT1a ro'..'!.to :ts 
snbjvc·i; to hos·tllo f':i.re .:-..nd acts oi' s:ibotngc as veil as freq_i.1.ont flooc~g 
and vashott-Cs dur:i.i.-:.g tho ra.i11y season. 'i.'ha use of t~s routo ii""lvolves 
oxcessive -C:1..r.io c.nr1 u:Uor-..ge bece.i.tse thQ route is v5.a ':,.'AY !.~:ilrn. J J.1 
vohiclos :!aldng tho eup~~;ly runs to CU CHI or S!LCGOlI must tc..!ce -;~u.s 
circuitou.a routo. Jn a. liko man .. J.or all sup~:>J.ios destined for DA"iT 'i.'T:=;m 
LIUSt follow this rouJce, t:·ms pl~c:i.ne D~rn :1?m~rG o;,1 th8 very cmc1 of -~:10 

sup;:•ly line. As a ramtl.t f'resh produce n..!tl de.iry products 3XO very 
scnrco. Convoys nor.i.'l<'l..Uy do not go t::irou.gh ·oo !l'l.T; :!?IT.:;JG. Bup:_~J.ies 

.:mist be tr6.11s-lo~.f:l.ed ~:ii TAY lTINJ-I to 25t:1 Division trucks. :L'l::i.s ac.::ounts 
for ano~1er day of' in-transit tine, bores.sing t l1e spoiJ.c.ge of :·,roduce. 
Lack of rei'r:tgcra.ted trQ.11sportation between '£XY TG1:{ ru1cl DAT:; ·1·1f.RG is 
a..."10tl1cr factor co~1tr:tbu.ting to S? oilnge of ~ss I sup::~lfos. This has 
cal~S'3d a sizable aU.oc::i.tion of 1t;.·1.i.t rP-sources to the t."'..sk of: o::,tp.J.n.-1.ng 
end tre.nsportillg sr0.table pror1.uce. !AU '.1:L::1ffi:' s rer.iote locr.t~.on ::W.s . 
i'urt.b.or cansed co;:ii tl. tncnt of iw1-l1ours and va~tlcles to pt".rts c.n<l sv.p;jly 
rnns ft'..l' in excess of tne otl1ar n ... Jits of the P.a.ttalion. 

'f 
.__j,. .~:JJ. mtl ts ma.Lntt>J.n su,:•ly e.ccounts w.l t:1 1st fog 

Go::fil&"ld. su.p;_1J.y ~'.nd service u.""li ts for Class II anc! :CV. Uni ts ~.t CU CHI . 
:;.ave drew.u Class Dl st1p~Jlies tl-irongll t:ho 25th i)i v:i.sion su~1lJly of<:·ice. 
Increas:Jd USi0.lV cm:.ti'ol of ~"lker m1d fortification. n-~terfols lt.()S forced 
25th D:i.~.rision to cru1cel all non-a.ivimol:ll'J. requisitlons for i:1;:i.teriaJ.s, 
Uni ts of t,,'1.13 Dc.t·~.aJ.ion stationed e:t CH c:rr ;1ave ostv.blis''.ec~, or nro in 
fae IJl'ocess of stahl.ishing, Class IV accoun.ts w.Lth the 267·::J.1 SUEJ:>l~ 
Bat·i·ali.0:1, LOffQ BD~ ~· '.l'h.i..s lias caused a delay in obto.:i.nir..g J.J.::>.terj.e.ls 
an<1 l1as slmrotl i1~ ogress in reveti!llent and shelter construction. 

1l 
/~- --~ · -· · CJ.ass III and V suplJort is obts.irod through 25~.1 

Division or 1st Log Ccmmand units at the resi.~ective base C&l:)s. !.-EJ .... L­
?=:.;O[; oil proved to be h~ s:iort snp:;ly during t:.1~ early \reeks of t!ie 
qu.c'll't er. S,;~~Jlies sL."lce that timo lmve rem..1.i'-'led good. Com.pc.nies witM.n 
·i;l"e a ..... t -::.aJ.ion ;)oases,.; tl1a resources to es1n blish temporol'7 ~i't1el,Lre"' 
:::>0h1 s ·oo supyort ;)e.ttalion operations :from field lo en tions. 'Supplies 
e.t these poi...""lts must, however, be f'u.rniahed 'h'<.r thG groi.mc1 U.'"L'l ts Sl'!.pportod 
by tho assattl t conpo..""lies. 

·J 
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:· ;:._·Mp.t~·'1,ra~o.tdt(ij~J.~.e0-:-t~-z· ~-c0riipd:ay~;:: . -.When .. ; ti.villcl)l~' -~~~F~f1nl6'·~'. :trar~r~·ships·~ '~d.:'. ::> ~· ·· ,#t ~, • · , . "' • ,.. . •, ' · ' ' ' • • • ~ • • , ' ·• " ' • ' • • ' · • ,. .Ql . • •• • " • ·' • • • • ~ f l'~ • ' •• ----

t------ :~ ; .Qrjiw ~Bave :been··us'oii ;tc» ···dover ·:<thtit\: perfod ··:of-·,-tma;prior-:tb. ::the :-:~~· ;C>t>the:; ·::.·. 
-------·-:. · -~-~6qutisiO:d·?'fifiro'· -~~h±~;:':J·:9~ ·~i).r6:vitii/ ;n' in~g~:t·:.~·o."' .'6£- ·.c~ve~~·::.-wi~;f!~~s~-· alld;L-; ... ::·---­

to n ct as · a..· sto...-rid by in the Eive!it . of po·s'si ble . do.fo,Ys cir· oi;shaps • . . In ono·· typi~· . ·' 
.c:il . ca.~o, o,.p Air Force. 11Spooky 11 "!as requested b-.f the ground cor.1Dc.....~dor tbrougli ----

1-------:· -·~ . ,{ti::; .... cl:?-i}D~~J;.§, .,, .A~ .. ~~§l .. . ~,~.C. :t?:Do 1 .· th'? . ai_r mission conr.wndcr placed one -of · hl.s · . . ---­
. ·mrcr<.'.f.t on :L"'Jl'.lediaio stnnel:oy·~·W:t-tn ' ·a": l'oii.d' 'o'.f'-: ·.3(> ·'"M-;2~:c·aircrr.:ft'"-flio-xes'. :..-' ·As ·..,,_:·•··' ·"'·· 

1------ · darkne-ss bCgrui .. to .f'all, ·.thE< J...ir· Force $h~p h,;:~ ·not arrived l!!ld the -.. stond°by _: ----
UH-·1n wc.s called out. ·. Due to .the forosight of the cir . riis'siori comnnder; the 
organic flare ship was uble to provide enough light for nn insertion of Path-
finders into the PZ o.nd LZ2 the extraction of three-ten ship lii'ts fron n/ PZ 
to n night locc..ti-Qn, the extrnction of the Pathfinders, end tho return of 
ground cor:Ir.lander C..:'ld his pc.rty to the night locdion 'b-.f tho C&C ship. The 
~ir Force aircr£'.f't never reported on st~on._p. 

. ~ flare ship be utilized onJs' if 
ill nvintors m;d ,crews O.I'O trQined in the proper operc.tion and use of flnres, 
bec~use it · snot feasible to set aside one ~ircra.ft and crew on n po!Il£'llent 
ho.sis. 

IW 

. t.ircr1!.!t Ground Firefeit Report: In enrly November 1967, 
the fo:n?12.t D.nd reporting proccrlure !or the 
che.nged ~ , ' ·· ···· • , . · : · . · · ·. 
,.J:..,.__j . :. : . . ~ .- .· ~- · . . . -. 

Date/ti.me group of the in.:ident 
Coordinates 
Type o! Aircraft 
Altitude o! aircraft 
Airspeed or aircrnft 
Intensity of !ire 
Type o! tire, ( S.'../ !,W/. 50 Cal/other) 
Number o! hits sustained, it n:ny 
Eictent o! DaJ11age, it any 

was 

' -
,.. . . . 

... - - . . _.., 



269th AVIATION BATT ALI ON 
HERALDIC ITEMS 

DISTINCTIVE INSIGNIA (BADGE) 

Description: A silver distinctive insignia consisting of an equilateral 
triangle one angle up formed by three yellow bars with 
overlapping ends surmounted by a vertical crossbow­
quarrel with a lightning flash radiating diagonally out­
wards and upwards from each side of the quarrel shaft 
immediately above the feathers and crossing the side 
bards of the equilateral triangle all on a blue cinquefoil 
shaped base. 

Symbolism: The golden colored triangle represents a three runway 
complex on an airfield. The quarrel symbolizes aircraft 
using these runways, while the two flashes allude to an 
aviation battalion's capability to provide a ground con­
trol approach and aircraft communication and control 
facilities. The blue represents the sky. It is also associ­
ated with aviation units. 

FLAG DEVICE 

The flag device is the same as the distinctive insignia (badge). 

LINEAGE AND HONORS 

RA 
LINEAGE (nondivisional) 

Constituted 7 April 1966 in the Regular Army as Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, 269th Aviation Battalion. Activated 1 July 
1966 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Reorganized and redesignated 1 
December 1968 as Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 269th 
Aviation Battalion. 

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPAT ION CREDIT 

Vietnam 
Counte roffensive, Phase lI 
Counteroffensive, Phase l!I 
Tet Coumeroffensive 
Counte roffensive, Phase IV 
Counteroffensive , Phase V 
Counteroffensive, Phase VI 

Tet 69/Counteroffensive 
Summer- Fall I 969 
Winter-Spring I970 
Sanctuary Counteroffensive 
Counteroffensive, Phase Vll 



...... .. 
(J) 

DECORATIONS 

Ceritorious Unit Commendation, Streamer embroidered VIETNAM 
~,_ 

1967. 1' . . - . 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi-
dered VJETNAM 1967 

" Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi-
dered VIETNAM 1967-1968 , 

'1' 
I 

, 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi- ('1~ '1 
dered VIETNAM 1968 . 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi- I 

dered VIETNAM 1968-1970 - - - :l 

":/' : 
I - _,--re. 

Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal, First Class, Streamer ·' 
embroidered VIETNAM 1967-1970 ~ 

·.1- ,l;ti 
Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal, First Class, Streamer 

embroidered VIETNAM 1970 I' 

t· 
-

- , , , 
j 

··-- ... --- -- ~ ......... - - · -y ,..,,....,........,_ .... Y"'::"V-
-" 

Kambrod, Matthew R. "Black Barons." United States Army Aviation Digest 
i~ 14 (October 1968):32-33. 

- Rottman, Larry, ed. The 25th Infantry Division ''Tropic Lightning" 1 Oct s 
66-1 Oct 67. Doraville, Georgia: Albert Love Enterprises, 1967. 

-
I 

,d.~ ,/.Ji ... " ""- ,;UA-~ u7-! / t ,.. ,.Ji.. .,{_, . 

I 

I 
I 

I 

! 
I 

. 
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. : Significant Evente 

The 269th Ooobo.t · Avitl.tion Bo.ttollon1 conposod of' tho three 
assault holioopter ca:ipanies ond one o.sao.ult support holicopter oor.lpCJV' 
nt the onset of' this . report, has deorec.sed in sizo to 1 ts pre sent owpo­
sition of' two o.asnult caoponies nnd ._ one -Aasnult support helicopter conpnny. 
Since .the teminntion or the . la.st qULlrter~. roport, tho . 18St~ J..aao.ult 
Helicopter· Con~1 · fomer~· sto.tioned o.t DJJJ TIENG, hns _boen reo.ssigned 
to the 1bth J:vio.tion ~- iii the I Ccirps·To.cticol Zeno~ The .361st Avio.tiop. 
OoriPriny (Aerio.l Vee.pans), . nri-1 VJ.rig· in-countr.r during April 1968, hns beon 
o.ssignod to DI .AN, c.nd is ·under the·,·control· or tho 269th f'or training. 
The 269th Cacbat .Avio.tion &.ttaliori· HOOdquo.rtera~ the 242d ·~snuJ.t Support 
Helicopter Cocpatl1'1 nnd .tho. 116th .. .Aeso.ult Helicopter Cacpony rentdn o.t 
CU CHI, ·with tho .187th J.BBo.ult Helicopter Ca:ipany: continuing its support 
f'ron TAI NINH. · . . .. .. 

1'.. .. .. . ... ,.· . . : ... :' . ,. ·-·. . . ' . . - ' 
Due to the. lc>ss of ._the 188th J..Ssmllt Helicopter Caripan;r :rron.DAU 

Tmm, .. the 269th bD.a lost .the cnpo.bllit,- ot J:Jission o.ssignnsnts of' one .. 
o.ssaul.t hellco~er _,cOopml)" contiriual.13' to eo.oh Brigiido ot the 25th Inf'an­
tr.r Di ':isicm. ·•:.· cm ,rian7 inStnnces :the ¥.~nlion :vill ·~:r:ovido . ono oonpo.ny 
for , tho_ .. support ,.ot ,tw irifantr.r. ba.t1au.ions.:or sepc.rc.te Brigndes in ono 
day ·during dif'f'ei~ilt tine periods.) ~Although thia ···type )rupport hns oroated 
sODe mnor :problEir.iS : ili~· ooordirintion betveen :.the . supportOd . units o.nd tho 
aviation ·e1eaerii~· ··end .. tli'o~':'_El°ff'octi~.):eletise.··· tliies, · _it ·fuif3 .in no wey 
nrroatoo :.-the_·exconent ·· rowort-~nw :.~.Stirig~t>e:t~en ·tho ground oorcu:mders 
~d ti~~i~~ ;A~~?-~r:.~··: ·2;~:~· :~ ·:·,:.:, » ~;f:,·~~ ;'.L···::_. .. · ·-:.-::. :. .. . -· -.. ·. .. . 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

i 

r 

--



I A -1li1i . 

I . 
t 

: .: · . . ·· I . . . :--, ... ... . 
, Trnnsporto.tion ond TrOop · Movocent 

....,_ I , • • • • • 

>---- . /< : . - ·· · The .1.Sath':i.s~aUit·· HGlloopter ,Conpony ws oovad to 
~ anoth~r Coxps nreo._ for on· Qxtended ·yeri?d ot tir:la. Boonuse ·or the umotel"-

nined tme length, . the cove wo.s ):iooe· DJ("a oocplete PCS. JJ..ert orders wro 
- given 1n .~oient· tme to naice · ndeqilate preparation ·rold nlert the proper 

agencies as to ·the . fact_ that · there wuld be a. tio:ve. ·. Howver, pert;inent · 
~ do.to. wp -withhold ·unt_ilj;he lo.st ooeent · .whiCh resulted. in riD.y ohnnges end 

crnsh progi'ao.s. It·. ·1s neoosenr,1 to lmov the ·ririol destination ·ns soon o.s 
1--- poes~ble . so tha.t a. unit con hnve ; nn ':-idoa. ·t.mat they should co.rry ld,th then. 
_ As it turned o~, their· ·rtnlil·'. deStiri~tion ·1*1 nbsolutelt no f'o.oilities ot · 

nny type and ·they wre required to · cor:cy ooro thlln just TOE equipo.ont in 
,...__ order to properly sUSto.:tn·_ thetiSelves·• ··.Thia i,norec.sed · the toto.l sortie 

~qUireeont 'frcin 35 to 60~- ·Fortunately;·· tho :TJ.U> ndjuSted .to the additional 
~ i~irEilent,_-·;" .. :AJ.so, ;this_. now wtis 'Dride under a ··cac.bnt essentio1 priority 

whioh · illowed 'tho cOI!lPlete · · o.1r portion of the , riove ~ to 0e oocpleted in less 
thim · 72 . hours~ :Ovrii'-size 'vehicle.s :·and :·five low-boys lorids of'. general cargo 
vero c0nV'oyed-.· to "]fov Port I Saigon . were they wro loaded aboard WT 1 s o.nd . 

t-- di.spO.tOhed '. by aurfa.oo tro.nsport. "'' Tho convoy nrrivod threo days before the 
ship WS ready for loading mid:.the tlElin problen. tmich resulted_.llO-S billeting 

,.____ of the personnel ·in t?>:e Saigon o.rea. until they .departed. ~e surfa.oe move-.. ·. 
_ oent wa.s ·completed by :3() Mnroh 1968. ,:Tho unit flev -their orgmlic aircro.f't 

to their~ fino.1 destination lea.Ying Q. ·naintona.nce DJ.rcra.rt nnd tvo tm.1C 1s 
_ which ware ,not · flynblo a.t ·_ tho tine · they departed. · Two a.irol"tl.fi. vore . 

flow out ·tvo 'Weeks · later .and tho lo.St oircrnf't is ·still _undergoing ~ · · 
- tenanc·e O.t · .. the_ 20th Trnnaporto.tion Oonpruiy. · The .ElirorD.ft will. be picked 

-

-

-

-

-

-

up bJ' ·tho .·188th JJIO _when ._nain eno.n_ce ·.is oaopletod. .. . 
~~--~/--------11 .. . .. ,,.., . . ' .. . . .. . .. · . .. 
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HEUconrn 

COU?lJlY 
- ... _ .... - ... 

187l'H 
ASSAULT 

HELICOPI'ER 
COMP.ANY 

I COMBAT AVI~~ -BATr~:·-r 
·- ··· ·-·-- . ---T·--·--·- -· ·--· 

Lieutenant Colonel James H. Merryman 
Commanding Of!icer 

L 
188T~ ASSAULT 

HELICOPI'ER 
COMPl.NY 

___ ....._ ____ , 
21ST 

RECONNAISSANCE 
J\llU' L'..l·-1~ 

COl-IPlJIY 
'------ -···-

Mc.jar Hllrold I. Sufil linjor William F Bauman Major John H. McWhorter, Jr Major Ernest c. Strun 
TrcnDport~tion Corixi Infantry Infantry Corps· of F.ngineers 

. Couoa.ndirte _ Commanding Commanding Canmanding 

THE 269'1'H COMBAT AVIATion BATTALION . 
.lnclosure 1 

' · 

• 

__ I 
2420 ··1 

ASSAULT SUPPORT J 
HELICOPTER 

COMPANY ______ __._,. __ _ 
Major Paul L. Stansel 

Armor 
Commanding 
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f:OR Off~C IAL USE ONLY'I 
/ 

HEADQUARTERS 
..., . . . 

269TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION 

STRmm'H STATUS 

UNIT LOCATION AUI'HORIZED STRmm'H ASSIGNEDLATTACHED STRE.Nm'H 

QEE !lQ ~ !@ w: HQ ~ AW 

HHC 269'l'H CU CHI 21 -2 86 109 26/1 2 129/10 157/11 

§ 
SUB TOTAL 21 2 86 109 26/1 2 129/10 157/11 

·.-1 
116TH ASLT HEL CO CU CHI 15 52 152 219 19 .35 169/9 223/9 

µ I. 2830 SIG DET CU CHI 1 0 9 10 1 0 8 9 
~ 

fl) .392D TC DET CU CHI 1 1 70 72 1 1 54 56 
(/) 

tl 431ST MED DET CU CHI 1 0 8 9 0 0 10 10 
~ 

SUB TOTAL 18 53 2.39 .310 21 36 241/9 298/9 '° 0 
LJ'l 1 $7TH ASLT HEL CO TAI NINH 14 53 152 219 15 .39 166/8 220/8 t"l 

i N 1ST SIG DET . TAY. NINH 0 1 8 9 1 0 7 a ..... 
6020 TC DET TAY NINH 1 1 71 72 1 1 71 73 

ffi SUB TOTAL 15 55 230 300 17 40 244/8 301/a 

~ 188TH ASLT HEL CO D4U TimG 14 53 152 219 ~ 32 161/4 217/4 
4TH SIG DET DAU TimG 0 1 8 9 1 0 7 a 

~ 154TH SIG DET DAU TllNG 1 0 8 9 1 0 7 a 
60,30 TC DET DAU TD!NG 1 1 70 72 1 1 63 65 

8 SUB TOTAL 16 55 2.38 309 27 3.3 238/4 298/4 
,. i'.Jj 21ST RFX!ON CO TAY NINH 32 1 95 128 26 2/1 10372 131/3 
J . . 6220 SIG DET TAY NINH 0 0 a 8 1 0 7 8 
J ffi SUB TOTAL 32 1 103 136 27 2/1 110/2 139/3 
I 
I p,. GRAND TOTAL 102 166 896 . 1164 118/1 113/1 962/33 1193/35 
I 
I 
,1 
I 
~ s I 
) 

~ 

Inclosure 2 
f-OR Of.F~CIAL USE ONl y 

... _...,. ... .. . 
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.. .... . .;-d 

e May 

14 May -

26 May UH-1D 

Summary of Maior Accidents 

Tail rotor failure on take off at 50 feet altitude. 

Aircraft landed on road sustaining major damage. 

On short final into refueling area, aircraft 

started settling from about 4ot. Aircraft landed ,. 
hard sustaining major damage,. 

During tactical emergency into single ship LZ 

requiring a 100 vertical ascent, aircraft rotor 

blades struck trees upon departure, aircraft 

landed 0n nose low altitude causin8 major damage. 

4 Jul UH-1D .. Engine failure after compiet.ion of climb out -

5 Jul UH ... fo "' 0n rinlii ilpproach, aircraft landed hard causing 

major damage to skids and tail boom .. 

6 Jul UH-1B Aircraft ma,idng low level recon, went into steep 

right turn, settled into ground - Major damage. ii!' 
t 

7 Jul UH-1D Aircraft found burning after being overdue at • 

destination. 

15 Jul UH-1D Engine failed on take off - major damage to all 

components. 

16 Jal t/fl-·ID E::".gine failed on take off - major damage to skids 

.:.;.-·.:.! tail boom. 

Inclosure 5 
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tS <t·a.,...MH 66 s 11 , '«TIP'"' MaC"'&r 

ECIASSIFIED PFR EXEOITIVE ClIDFR 12356, Section 3.3,.&(",Yo g73:f'i/ ~ 
ny"---1@?"-_ -~-""":-,£-.1.k~cr!____!NARA, Date ;;;J ----- ---

UH-1D 

RPM on fina.1 1 nttemptod go-

around and crashed. 

Aircraft landing in Lz on troop 

extraction; tail rotor struck . 

partially hidden dike, result­

ing in ha.rd l n.:r:i ·,ing damage. 

(Pilot Fo.etor) 



1ECIASSIFIEl PER EXEaITIVE ORDER 12356, Section 3.3,JJ(,j/_f2!/7_J~11l 
By @~(mif NARA, Date '1/'1 ;;i .. . 

. 269TH AVIATION BAT'fALION STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

1-.31 MAY t967 

SORTIES 

FLIGHT HOURS TorAL 

FLIGHT HOURS D MODEL 

FLIGHT HOURS B (C) MODEL 

PASSENGERS CARRIED 

CARGO TONS 

VC KBAA 

VC WBAA 

VC CAPTURED 

STRUCTUR.ES~UIPMENT DESTROYED 

ACFT COMBAT DAMAGE 

ACFT HITS 

US KIA 

US WIA 

MED EVAC 

DAYS OF COMBAT ASSAULT MISSIONS 

*INCLUDE.5 9 SAMPANS AND 1 BRIDGE. 

187TH AHC 

1007.3 

3479 

2915 

564 

16176 

958 

23 

36* 

17*""'~ 

17 

0 

1 

51 

10 

116TH AHC 

9766 

3452 

2840 

612 

18898 

839 

20 

5 

.30-~ 

.30 

2 

9 

100 

14 

**INCLUDES 2 ACFT COMBAT LOSS: 1 ACFT OP.ffiATIONAL Lo.5S FOR Tllli 11_2TH. 

1 ACF!' OPERATIONAL LOOS FOR THE 187TH. 

CO i ·~ Fi D ENTlAl 



ECIASSIFIED PER EXEOITIVE ORDER 12356, Section 3.3,_A(,j/'_(}_ff 7_3~!i/_ 
By a~brr__ NARA, Date 9/9 ;J -

·. . . CONFJD£\1' ,· 
269TH AVIATION BATTALION STAJf~~ SUMMARY 

1-30 JUN:ti; 1967 

f 16TH AHC 187TH AHC 188'l'H AHC 

SORTIES 10174 9916 4165 

FLIGHT HOURS TOTAL 260:'.3 3216 1949 

FLIGHT HOURS D (H) MODEL 2171 2607 1583 

FLIGHT HOURS B (C) MODEL 432 609 366 

PASSENGERS CARRI.ill 16254 15718 8704 

CARGO TONS 250 438 178 

VC KBAA 49 29 32 

VC WBAA 

VC CAPI'URED 

STRUCTURFS/F.QUIPMENT DESTROYED 25/6-':. 21/13* 13/1* 

ACFT COMBAT DA~~GE 4 16 60*'A-

ACFT HITS 4 16 11 

US WIA 0 1 4 

US KIA 

MED ·EVAC 16 71 23 

DAYS OF COMBAT ASSAULT MISSIONS 17 19 8 

i'.STRUCTURES /SAMPANS 

-rn'*I NCLUDES 29 LOSS AS A RESULT OF MORTAR ATTACK 24 JUNE. 



iECLASSIFIEJ PER EXEUITIVE ORDER 12356, Section 3. 3 ,A((l'_(l_!j7_32!il . 
{JJ3bif . NARA• Date .. 9/l-;J. 

. . . CONFIDENTIAL 
269TH AVIATION BATTALION STATISTICAL SUMMA.RY 

1-31 JULY 1967 

116TH AHC 1 filTH AHC 1 SBTH AHC 21st A'ffl 
SORTIES 

FLIGHT HOURS TOTAL 

FLIGHT HOURS D (H) MODEL 

FLIGHT HOURS B ( C) MODEL 

PASSENGER CARRIED 

CARGO TONS 

VC KBAA 

VC WBAA 

VC CAPI'URED 

STRUCTURE5 DESTROYED 

SAMPANS DESTROYED 

ACFT COMBAT DAMAGE 

ACFT HITS 

US KIA 

US WIA 

MED EVAC 

DAYS OF COMBAT ASSAULT MISSIONS 

8239 

3160 

2549 

611 

16542 

171 

51 

0 

2 

7 

1 

22 

22 

0 

5 

74 

19 

8425 

.3156 

2548 

608 

15980 

290 

28 

0 

0 

7 

7 

13 

1.3 

4 

2 

77 

13 

7799 

2422 

2114 

308 

11365 

1123 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4 

4 

7 

.3 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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12356, Section 3.3,~(2_j7_32._l.f L ~ECL\SSIFIEJ PER EXEQITIVE ORDER 

By g~/mG- NARA, Date r/r;J 
_,. 

-

CONFIDENTIAL 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

269TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION Sl'ATISTICAL SUMMARY 

j-)1 AUGUST 1967 116m 187TJI -188TH il§I 

SORTIES 8337 8403 7519 2345 

FLIGHT HOURS MAL 3050 2991 22!+7 3121 

FLIGHT HOURS D (H) MODEL 21.Zl 2317 1990 0 

FLIGHT HOURS B (C) MODEL 62,3 674 257 0 

PASSENGERS CARRIED 18211 15182 1~5 5 

CARGO TONS 114 97 1106 0 

VO KBAA 77 34 2 0 

VO WBAA 0 0 0 0 

STUCTURES DESTROYED 20 .0 16 

SJJ.1P ANS DESTROYED 2 3 0 0 

AIRCRAFT COMBAT DAMAGE 9 42 14 9 

AIRCRAFr HITS 9. 42 14 9 

US KIA 0 0 1 0 

US WIA 5 15 8 0 

MED EVAC 24 44 .38 0 

COMBAT ASSAULTS 28 29 3 0 

/ 

CONFIDENTIAL 



~ 

: 
!fclASSIFIEJ Pffi EXEQITIVE ORDffi 12356, Section 3.3,i{Y-.fl_f7_3f(1j__/ 
. By t{J_!J/m&- -~· _oate-=:J/2 :;J. - ·. · . 

~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

269TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION STATISTICAL SUMMARI(\J) 

j-30 SEPTEMBER 1967 116'l!I j8Tl'H 1W'H 21ST ~ 

SORTIES 74SS 7402 g379 2347 2599 

FLJGHT HOURS TOTAL 2719 2753 2797 2653 937 

FLIGHT HOURS D (H) MODEL 2125 2098 2225 0 0 

FLIGHT HOURS B (C) MODEL 594 655 570 0 0 

PASSENGERS CARRIED 16271 11488 13194 0 973.3 

CARGO TONS 42 120 119 0 .3564 

VG KBAA 20 1 12 0 1 

VC WBAA 0 0 1 0 0 

STRUCTURES DESTROYED 1 16 20 0 0 

SAMPANS DESTROYED 0 14 2 0 0 

AIRCRAFT COMBAT DAMAGE 14 20 9 4 8 

AmCRAFl' HITS 14 20 9 4 8 

US KIA 0 1 1 0 0 

US WIA. 5 2 1 1 4 

MED EVAC 50 21 22 0 2 

COMBAT ASSAULTS 26 23 24 0 3 

CONF\DENTlAL 



IECL\SSIFIS:> PER EXEQITIVE ORDffi 12356, Section 3.3,~~~-Z.~:.S-'-/~ 
I3y ()8/mG- NARA, Date 9jct_-:J 

~ 

CONFlDENTlAl 
SIGlfilICANT EVENTS 

269TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION STATISTICAL SUMMARY 

1-31 OCTOBER 1967 1Wl! lmI 18$TH 21ST ~ 

SORTIES 9590 10793 9399 2358 5624 

FLIGHT HOURS TOTAL 2862 3222 3197 .'.3150 1562 

FLIGHT HOURS D (H) IDDEL 2Z34 2546 2373 0 0 

FLIGHT HOURS B (C) MODEL 628 676 824 0 0 

PASSENGERS CARRIED 19792 15623 19608 0 24992 

CARGO TONS 117 135 151 0 9596 

VC KBAA 28 24 16 1 0 

vc 'WBAA 0 0 0 0 0 

STRUCTURES DESTROYED 0 2 9 23 0 

SAMPANS DESTROYED 0 0 4 5 0 

A.IRCRAFI' COMBAT DAMAGE 11 16 6 9 7 

AIRCRAFT HITS 11 16 6 9 7 

US KIA 0 0 0 0 0 

US WIA . 10 3 5 0 0 

MED EVAC 43 20 26 0 25 

COMBAT ASSAULTS 23 13 20 0 0 

CONFIDENTIAL 



.. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

269TH CCMBAT AVIATION BATTALION STATIS~IOAL SUMMARY I 

1-JQ.jlovem"".:>e,r 1957 j16'.i.il Jm'l'H ·188TH - ~j_ST ?:£i:?12 

~I~ 6491 31+82 6614 2149 4211 

~,tQRT HOURS '1.'0TAL 2754 2613 2336 .3113 1157 

Ftl:G.llT KOORS Dl ( H) M®EL 22(;• 2 2J26 2257 0 1175 

W'WT RO.URS R (C) MODEL 462 5[:,( 469 0 0 

~4~mP@.fl.iS Q\RfilJ:JJl> 124:=2· 13:;64 126CJ5 0 15426 

WG). TON$ 123.0 107.4 17G.o C• 7362.0 

~- i<ID\A. 8 7 1 0 0 

¥€:w~ 0 0 0 0 0 

STRUCTURES i!ESTROYED 0 7 12 0 0 

SAHFAE~ 0 6 2 0 0 

~ET~ l!llWAGE (\ 4 12 2 2 , 

AU:RCRAFr' HITS (' 4 12 r, 2 .I' ,-:. 

~KL\ 1 1 1 0 0 

US WIA 6 1 0 0 0 

m:w fil.rAC. 12 15 11 0 1 

mMRA.'r A.S&ULTS 18 21 21 0 0 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

269TH CCllBAT AVL\TION .MT'.rALlON ·s~A~1ST1~1 SUMMA.::Ri 

1-31._I!Qxq:ibor 1% 7 116':.':'.I 1 ~ ":'7TH 1 0 ~5'..:..iI 21S'l 242D 

SORTIES 21GS ::987 752B 224S 5519 

FLIGHT HOtms 'l'O'rAL 2'd79 2024 2574 2.73G 11~65 

FLIGHT HOURS D (H) MODEL 2J3(; 2074 2106 0 0 

FLIGHT HOURS B (C) MODEL 541 750 46~ 0 0 

PASSENGERS CARRIED 15f'.;'/5 13S'% 1406$ 0 15773 

CARGO TONS ~ ~ S2 0 . <:;705 

vc~ 1G g ! 0 0 

vc \.IBM 0 0 0 0 0 

Sit'IDJ~ ooS.T'R:Ww 1 5 
.., 

0 0 J 

smil>ANS: DF.sTROYED 6 0 0 0 0 _.,, 

AI:R.CRAET COMEAT DAMAGE; 15 15 .3 10 
.. ';.: 

J 

~HIT.s; 24 3 .32 3 24 

~ lW'i. 0 c 0 0 0 

U:Q; Wl;& 2 0 1 2 ..., ,._ 

m:w EJla.C 33 r' 32 •J 7 <..: 

~lf~.I.' 4.SSA1IJL'J:$ 22 2:-. 23 0 0 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
S:CG:lf.i::.~CAEL' : ~l,,lS 

269'11K OOMBAT AVIATION BATTALION STAUSTrGAL SUMMARY 

1-31 January 1968 116111 1 ::-:?'l'H 1CGTH 21ST ~ 

SORI'TES 7717 G320 5257 430 491,9 

FLIGHT HOURS TOTAL 2S'G4 2636 2052 5~'9 111.56 

FLIGRT HOURS D (H) MODEL 2579 1%~ 1647 0 0 

FLIGHT HOURS Jl (C) MODEL l;J6 6L:.g L.JJI+ 0 0 

PASSiHNG~ CAR!UJID 15453 1445G 7147 0 15127 

CARGO TONS 44.7 56 26G.5 0 S47L~ 

VC KBAA 92 1 S' 7 0 0 

VC WBM 0 0 0 0 0 

s.TREICTURES DESTROYED 0 2 1 0 0 

SAMPANS DESTROYED O · 0 2 0 0 

AIRCRAFT COMBAT DAMAGE 18 23 15 0 3 

AIRCRAFT HITS 32 ~,., 

J U 42 0 I+ 

US KIA 0 1 0 0 0 

US WIA 7 12 6 0 0 

WID EVAC y '-' 39 72 0 13 

OOMM'I' ASSAIJLTS 27 22 3 0 0 

CONFIDENTIAL 



SUEORDINli.TE UNIT I SORrIES 
FWWN 

I 116th AHO 25481 

-
.. 187th AHC 2516.3 

I 
. I 

·1 188th ARC 
(Through 10 Mar 68) 9754 

. 
242d ~HG 11067 

HHC 
. 
i 

269th CJU: 71465 i 

I 

.. ' 

' ' 

CtlAIF/~T/A £ 
OPEIUi.T~N,;r-·;TATISTlCS 

269th Conbnt Avietion Battalion 
~er Ending 30 April 1968 . 

TROOPS CARGO ENEMY STRUCTURE 
LIFTED LIFI'ED(TONS) Kll Dl.M DES 

46281 749 125 109 

J,0136 815 34 33 

14418 169 4? 24 

15320 21889 0 0 

... 

116105 23622 206 166 

SJ.MP.ii.NS AIRCRMr AIRCRli.F! 
D.i.M DES CONFIBM LOSS DJ.MA.GED 

2 3 

.38 4 

2 1 

0 0 

42 8 

Group 4; Down~rarled a. 
3 yr. int~!"' ' · l .: , De ­
classified ale.er 12 ~ 

.•. 

49 

30 

Zl 

14 

120 

HBS 

8128 

7935 

3785 

3488 

1>3336 



HA WK MAGAZINE salutes 
269th Aviation Battalion (Cht) 

June 9, 1918, American "?ough· __ 
bo s" prep•ired to n1ake their sec-
on~ assault on the entrem:hed Ger· 

The unit which performs the -­
rok of air support to the Ho Bo 
Woods, as well as many other 
areas of III Corps, and some of 

man forc'5, after being repuls~d in 
a bitter battle three days prt-'V1ous-

l The Germa.m had made a biu­y. 

lion of ll 5rnall patd1 of trees called 
"Belleau Wood" and had to hold 
to praerve their. offensive mo­
mentum. The entire Alhed fMres 
watched the outcome of this biinlc, 
for the American troops were rt~ 

latively new to the busineu of war 
and their mettle was ·yet \o l>c 
tested. /\her twu weeks of fearful­
ly bloody, close quarter fightin~, a 
simple UtCllsagc was relayed to ~he 
American's Headquarters w))l(:h 

read , "The wood " entirely ou~i . " 
lkllcau Wood w&s a testmg 

ground for U.S. troops during 
WWI, and now, so many yt:.:.rs 
later, Vietnam has its own versir)n 
of those famous woods. 

IV Corps, is the 269th Combat -----1 

Aviation Battalion. 
The Black Barons are com­

prised of three h.elicopter com­
panies two of whICh, the 242nd 
Assaul~ Support Helicopter Oo~­
pany and the l 16th As5ault Heh• 

C(lpter Company, are located in 
-- C1.1 Chi. The third company, the -­

J 87th Anault Hclir.optei· Company, 
--makee Tay Ninh iu home. . ..----.. 

The mission of the 269th u to 
provide tactical airlift of c.omb:lt 
units, resupply, ac:r!al escort, ----\ 
ground combat operahom, :mede· 

-- vacs and direc.t fire aup~r!· . 
The 25th Infantry Dlv111on u 

the main recipient of the Blac~ 
-- Barons' support, but the 269th . is 

also involved with the ~th Special 

1''orccs, ARVNs, Royal Th~i 
Voluntcen and the Australians. 

Of his b4lttalion, L TC William 
A. Lawrence says, "Every man in 

T hr 25th In fantry Division':. 
famom p:i trol b<l~C~ nt.ar the 
Angel 's W1n,e: section of th<: Cam- ___ __, 
bodian bor<for, "The Dia1T1onds" 
a nd " J.'ront icr City'' , wen:: ('.<JO - ___ _. 

structed ;1.nd clt::fended with m -

,·aluable :i. ~si~ta<\\ ~' from the Mule-
5kinners. 

----t 

Artil lery picle5, ammuni tion , 
~and b;.gs, C -!'atiom and (~V<"n the ------1 
obscrv;~t:on towers were bro~1ght m 
bv the 2·12n<I\ Chinook~. . __ 

T he M ulcsk innet'li' home :\t c,, 
Chi also is th~' r".s!den<:e of \h~ 
I 16th Assault Hclic<>pter Comp<my. --­
The I 16th " l lorncl.li" ranHe from 
Ho Ro Woods to ~he snuthem ~ 
boundrics of 11 l Corp~, i1.11d are 
c.ommandt:d by MAJ Alvin T 

Jz•n es. 
Sinn : jilnuary 1969, thl· Homeu 

h<nT ,'!( Cumulated an rm:n• y kill 
cot;~ I of 31 :' ' 'C. Commt~nting on 
hi~ compnn y'; ~ur.,;ess at pi1.:kio~ 
the VC out o f hi,, h iding pl~ee.~ , 
'.\lajor Jones s;\id, ' ' The~e men 
kncJ\\' thei: are.~~ of operntaon an<l 
the\' know what tht".y a re looking 
f o r ~ Th~y :\re \\'illing w ~o all out ----' 
to c-ov<": t a nd support lhe ground 

J.()(.ated appro>i;i111atdy 24 miles 
n<.>rtheut of Saigon i:; an area of 
}and called Ho Ro Woods. Tall 
trees stood on this loc:atkni once, 
but now only scrub brush, rocki; 
'and battle scarred earth can 
be seen. 

__ our entire battalion know~ and ap- --1 tro~•1n . " 
· h f th h · t · Tl 1 r~ 11 1•01 1 1 1~ who insn t the in· prec1ates t e act at e 1s ge ung . 

l 'or years now, the VC in-

his job done to supp<:1rt the inan on 
~ the ground." ~ 

The 269th not only provides air 
cover and aircraft with which in· 
fantry uniu c:an imert trn(Jp!.S, b\lt 

filtraton have been using this, alw quiddy transp<:1rts the food. 
and nearby areas, for a halfway ammunition, weapons and sundry 
point between the Angel'a W~g suppliM needed to keep the infan-
( a section of the Cambodlal~ try tupplied in the field . The usk 
border directly ea.st of Cu Clu of supplying the different infantry 
which resembles the shape of an units falls to the 242nd Assault 
Angd'a wing) and Saigon. Suppert Helicopter Company, 

Time and time again U .S. and commanded by MAJ Allan W. 
ARVN forces have tried to dis- -- H:anunerbeck. 
lodge the entrenched VC. The The 242nd Muleskinnc~ uie the 
combined forces ha'l1e tom, and __ CH-47 Chinook as thdr "pack 
ripped, and gouged, and swept mule" and haul everything from 
Ho Bo W~ocls, reducing, them to __ sling-loaded artillery to an oc-
an ugly boil on the earth s surface. casional water buffalo or pregnant 
And yet the VG somehow con- . ARVN wife who decided that a 
tinue t~ hold, rebuildi~g their Ohinook was a fine plac.e to have 
fortifications and forming new her baby. 
plans to infiltn\te Saigon. The fact that the 242nd is a pr¢- -

fan tr)· lvr lht..: I 16th ar~ th t. "Y cl· 
low J <il .kcts" and the "Wasps.' ' 
flying a tight form<1t.ion, th .~ .two ---~ 
slick platoons · tr:import ,·:incus 
ground troop5 into <1ml vul "'r their __ __. 
mission si te. 

The 116th's "Stinger" pla toon 
flies the " Chal'lie" mode! J?\ll l · __ -.,1 

ship1 .. w hic:h tht.y b1>l it\'t. to be the 
hest hcl it..:opll' r for low lt.vel 'l ir 

cnvt.r:i .~e . 

' 'Ti u• Chal'l i ~ modeh :in' be tte1 
for dusl' g rnu nd '~ c.rk " ith I n '" jh 

bec::ntsc ym1 have fo ;n 1· x t t: > "Yl', , 
the door gum 1n~, i.: ,..i,, tl1t·n · '!' '.> :­
ting for you ." s;• y ~ \VO! ~·:n 
Young, ~' Stingn i·ilot . " T lic tr ;ck 
is ir, do~c tc;11r1 w o rk h r: l\, ·1:(•11 tl :1 · 

door g:u1111lT ;ind !111: 11il11t. Onct 

spotted , you (;1n ' t kt the do1.1r gun· 
ner loose sight of the cm·mv in tht: 
h l';1 vy fol ;;;igt ." feuionatly run outfit can be ,een 

by the 10,000 accident-free houn 
that they have accumulated s~1ce 

K ~MdtuAJ/t /!Jr /fff!/f1Tf;ll ~ VtU!.AE' 111~3, Aiir12H~l?~'l. __ 
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The 187th 1\w111lt Ht>licoptt> r !lying with our ~umhip) , covcrin~ 
Company, lor:llnl 111 T ;iy '.'o:iaih , ~·---- romc infantry up :iround l !o So 
and cornm;imkd by \b jor Pun i, 1 Woods. Ch :tr1 i1~ had the gur 
L Parker, h:is thei r ow11 ;;:11"!"1' pinned down pn~tty bad but thei r 
pl:1kll.l" .~a ! led the "R:it P11d(', CO was dircrting me and i11y 

which I~ made u p en!ir•.!y of \H - I c,)bra to the c:1t'rny position:; th :1l 

lC Coh1:is . It is the first '' "~. 11.l t ,_ ___ ___,, were keeping tlwm pinm:d T 
l klicop\n Company m \"i~· t11 : 1111 to I spotted the targd ::ind ~quccznl ','~f 
be all Cohr;1 , a coupll' of nx:kc ~~ - Their CO 

H•rhey c~u1 do ~ 11 l 11~~h altnud L; - di.Jn•t :;'\)' anything a l r~rst, then 
"hat Ch:irhe ~ hips h;ivc 1., ( '<'11<1<" 1 hca.rd c .ivc~r' my c;irplinnl's, 'Yr::s 
lo tla~. grnund t"' do ,"· s:;n ~I.'\ f , , , YES, tlw1 \ i1! T hey've: ' topped 
f'nrker. " Tl1u., tl,n \tiff r :· I '-' "'L': FIRING !!' Tl ca t was one of t!~f' 
hits, ' grc<'ltcst s0ti111'b that 1 h:1v1 e.ver 

The llJ7th "Cru-' ·"'' 1.:· l!i 1 11 (,r~ heard ." 
hours tlwn ;rny :\ ,,_, \1lt H1 ·l ;r<'i rtc ,· Maybe somc.:tfay H o Bi; Wood~ 
Comp.my in \ .kt n:i o ,_ P. ut :1 ltc1 of Vi~tn<\m will he. as famn11~ ;1 ' 

:11! tho~c long !wur~ ol ili~d11 , thf· the Belleau VV<.>t•d of WWi. Thi , 
Ctusaden often tind tl11 '""'h" ' is ill~ ~ntirely diA'cri·11t w••I' w:11 ; 
'>pend in~ sleepless ni~hts . lk111l' m ;rn y oifil'r'l'nt goal~, !.111 the. m~'" 
nnly e: isht nai :,., fro :-.. th" C.m1 - (.;f Lhe 2fi9th Comb<11 Av1:1t: c;1 

1>odi:1n bonl1·1, T:1y Ninh !' a 
I ;&\'Orate t:11 g1: t for VC nwkf't~ . 
l111.J5 L(l\· i11.~ .tl.c Crusader~ :1111plc 
11;:tso11 to r;1 fl their home hase 
" Rork1~t C ity F. ~1 st ". 

K1l t;-tlior'1, ;~ r.d the mo1 t!mc :h1·y 
suppt) f( from thr ,1ir, kt~ow th:i ; 

----- Hu Bo \o\lood~ . ;rnd ;1rn1h <1r ,,rr:•U 

t'.<'1:1 onlv },., l~J..r.n '"Ith 1111: s..•mr 
t.c;1m w~rk , and cai rn determm;i · 

____ __, Lion a~ w.1j demonstrated by ou r 

men at Bcllcriu \<\1oods. In :1 t'\.'Ll' lll c'l'll'aCtion opcratioll, 
" l{ i:d Rydr.r" and ·· ~tngg-o c ," th<.' 
ll l7 th '~ ~li e!. plntoom. dcn 1on-
~t rn lc':d th 1; 1'.oci!11css :-.nd prof e~- 11----­
sio na l i~m th.it i~ a·r:qu ired of Cru- I 
~ ; 1dcr personnrl. Aftu anaking- :1 
du~k l'i,-k up <>f inf.1ntl'y and pro· 
, 1·cding- IC1 tr;' 11sf>""t tht> troop.> 
h :1<'k t•> thr.ir base, 11, .,. pl :lll~ were 

!'t' ' ' 1~ rs ed 1,v the inf.miry u11il'~ CO. 
I k r.ot •,;;.I, "'~an t ed hi~ men n.:-

illS '.' ? ted int~ 11'w :irc;i that they 
,.,·t'·re 1.1 f'.11 out of, bu: w;llll&'.d 

.1dd iti1.n1al t1•0op; irm:ncd ;1bll 
Altlll.'Vgh it w;-.s by dwn ljl1i1c 

d:i rk, :in cxtn·i;it:l} liuznrdoll3 ron ­

d it.ion in whiC'h '"' mal\e a hcilcop­
't·• 1nh'l'I ;,.,, , lh ,~ Red R~-dC"rs :ind 
\ l :1gi.::-r1t s r1}tt:n wd :rnd insertl'd the 
:1":·'-'I"' :tftcr n- , , r r ;a u~111~ th l'i r­
f0n11;; t ann 111 fti ~ht HI on ln to 
11L1 cc- c·a d1 1i11it d the infantry 
i1ito its rorrlTl ' l"'t i'in . th<· LZ. 11------------­
Th1·y then proa'l'lkd tn arn, r.n th!' 
r.ddi tion:il troops 

J i:-:st I i1·11 :i-n:int De 'TY MC'­
Cullrn n I.it"~ th<' feeling that !ti~ 

lR71h Company and the rest of 
tltc; '2f\()th have in regard:; to d1~~1r 

i ~• of suppor~n~ d~ pco~k im ~--------------------------------------------1 
'1l1f• ~;round when lie sap, I w:is 

I 

i 

' I 
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HEADQUARTERS AND 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 
308th AVIATION BA TT ALI ON 

HERALDIC ITEMS 

Ncm: appwcc<l. U,.::A!.RJ1)no.N t\1-.11) I), ~ur.it.. 4mx:,1-16). 

LINEAGE AND HONORS 

LINEAGE 

Constituted 20 December 1967 in the Regular Army as Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 308th Aviation Battalion, and activated in 
Vietnam. Inactivated 1 July 1968 in Vietnam. 

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT 

Vietnam 
Counteroffensive, Phase III 
Tet Counteroffensive 
Counteroffensive, Phase IV 
Counteroffensive, Phase V 

DECO RA TIO NS 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer embroi­
dered VIETNAM 1967-1968 (308th Aviation Battalion cited; DA GO 21, 
1969) 

308TH AVIATION BA TT ALI ON BIBLIOGRAPHY 

No published histories. 
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CONFIDE~JTIAL 

i...~~-~ ... -~ ..... -·---· 
CFF 67 i EM 781 
WG lJ~: f AGG 9G5 

w,.....;~--~~~--~~~-,~~----

HHC I 
~ 

OFF 20 EH 90 
~TO 3 AGG 113 

Incl 2 

-

17TH AHC 
\ 

OF'l 15 EM 152 
WO 52 AGG 219 

613TH TC DET 

OFF 1 EM 70 
WO 1 AGG 72 

., . . 

722 SIG DET 

OFF 0 
WO 1 

EM 8 
AGG 9 

lSSTH AHC 

OFF 15 EM 152 
WO 52 

!AGG 219. 

W3RD TC DET 

OFF I EM 70 
WO l · AGG 72 

TH SIG DET 

OFF 0 
WO 1 

EM 8 
AGG 9 

l , 
• 

i54m 1~ mT I 
OFFl EMS 
W') () Ar."! 0 

1-· 
200TH ASHC 

OFF J3 EM 143 
WC-1 2:: AGG 151. 

611TH TC DET l 
. ..... 

_I 

OFF l E!•i 80 
WO 1 AGG 82 

-
.308th Battalion Or&anization 
as of 9 March 1968 to present. 
Bien Hoa, and .Ca.mp Eagle RVN 
rAPO 96383 
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LDVG-LB-C 
SUBJFX:T: 

(2) 
Mo.y 1968 

~orv.tio<1t.'.l P..cport of 159th Lss,·~ul t Support Helicopter 
B:~.ttc.lion for period end.ins 31 July 68, .acs, CS FOP-65(R1) 

I 
Cc.pt J . nos M. West, 053;;9852, [';.Ssu;·1ed duties ~s Bn S2 on 2 

(3). M:-.jor DCJ:'llr.rd M. Hclnorncy-, 089252, Iln S4, n J<-'.ssigned to 
CONUS on 5 Juno 1968. 

(4) M..".jor floyd (1Il1I) C''.np"uell, 04044797, t".SGur.:ed duties 1'.G Iln 
S4 on ;5 June 1968. 

(5) Major Honr;r E. Dreher, 077368, B...".ttclion Executive Officer 
re::-.ssigned on 10 Jur~e 1968. 

(6) M.::jor J<'.c!c o. Johnson, 0771.;34, CO, 188th _·.ss;'.ul t Helicopter 
Conpr.ny roo.s:::;igncd on 10 Jw.10 1.968. 

{7) M.."'.jor Jr.ck o. Johnson, 077484, r.srmncd ·duties <.:s lk.tt~·lior 
~::ecutivo Officer on 10 Juno 1968. 

{8) Mnjor Hom:~· E. Dreher, 077368, :,ssuncd co:~1cnd of the 1C8th 
.'.ssc.ult Helicopter Conp«.ny on 10 Jur:.o 1968. 

(9) Mc.jor ll:m,-ld G. J.ndrows, 077254, CO, 17th ii.ssnult Helicopter 
Conpr.ny, ro<.~ssignocl to CONUS on 11 Juno 1968. 

(10) fujor Th!liol : •• !.ddiss, 04030789, ;·.ssUL\Cd connr.nd of t ho 17tl! 
1.ss~ult Helicopter Conp~my on 11 June 1968. 

d. ! (C) Unit Strength •~s of 31 July 1968: 

. (1) Militcr;i 

Subordine. to Of ficcr WO ™ TOT~-.L 
. Unit J~uth O/H Au th O/H l .. uth O/H • LJ i.U\ ,.1 O/I 

Hqs & Hqs Co 14 18 2 4 73 135 89 1 "'7 .) . 

Conp0.ny "!." * 10 8 28 22 201 234 2.39 26/i. 

Conpnny "B" * 10 11 28 17 201 2.36 239 26/;. 

* Totcls include tho supporting KF clotc.chncnt • 

• 

, .... -.. -· . ~·-D -~ .. . . ~ 
' I • t I r • ..... : .. . .. 1 
- . . : , . 

•• : ...... _ •• ~ # .... .... ~ 
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JJ)VG-IB-C 
SlJDJECT: 

(2)" Civilian: 

Subordinnto D..'.C 
lhit J.uth 

Hqs & Hqs Co 0 

Conp~y "1·" 0 

Conpcny "Bu 0 

VN 
O/H Au th O/H 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

9. (C) /J.rcr<:.ft st.:~tus nn of 31 
\ 

3c1 Nr.tl Co;.1tructor 
i.uth O/H :.ut h O/H 

0 0 0 0 

0 0 3 3 

0 0 1 1 

July 1968 ( Tc~b L) 

f. ·(c) Oporo.tion~·.l results o.s of 31 July 1968 (Tab B) 

g. (C) Cnsu:::.l tics: 

(1) c~~suc.ltios sustn.incd by tho uni ts of tho 3013th Col:1b<'.t 1.vi:.~tio::. 
Buttnl.ion raid 159th :.ssc.ul t Support Helicopter B.-:-.ttcJ.ion durii~g tho 
period 1 MDy - . 31 July 1968 c..ro r.s follows: 

M!•Y JUN JUL 

Died not hostile 2 0 0 

Died hostile action 1 0 0 

Wounded not hostile 7 2 9 

Wou11d9d hostile 3 0 6 

Missing * 0 0 0 

• 6 porso1111cl list(.)d c.s nissing since 21 Lpril 19r~G en prc.;cccli:.: g 
ORLL c.ro still nissing. · 

h. (U) Rc-cnli s tncnt: P..o-onlistncnt st. tisti::: :> :'or tho quo..rtcr 
report period r.rc: 

1st Torn c;.rm:::RIST .~us Fr./NG 

15 - 0 % 10 - 7:: 70% 0 - 0 0 - 0 % 

TOT.'.L: · 25 - 7 fer 28 % • 
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,.QE~lrn:D" · .. ;·.,. , 
'.,· 1f~\~11C:~ .. ~·,~H~1Sffi.'~~ 1 . '· ·1 · A~1'difv~'1~1j/~~ 
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i. (U) Lw«'.rcls .-.;.1cl Dcco1·~·.tions: During the p~riocl 1 NL'.y 68 thru 
31 Jul 68, 240 rocort .~c:.1d:·.tions for c • ..,..._;:-d were subi:li ttccl 1:-.l~d 110 o..wv.rds 
i-rorc received. The following is n brcdcclo1.Jl.1 of 2.W<.u .. ds: I 

LM 
SS 
DFC 
DFC 1st OLC 
BS nvn 
11.M 11v11 

PS 
BS 1st OLC 
SM 
ilCM 
Bi:.M 
OLC to lili "V" 
OLC to /..M 
PH 
1.GM 11V11 · 

SUBHITTED 

2 
J 

23 
3 
8 
1 
9 
2 
7 

23 
94 
9 

48 
4 
4 

~lECEIVED 

0 
2 
7 
0 
2 
2 
5 
1 
3 
5 

38 
9 

27 
5 
4 

j. (U) Ecluc~.tion: There h2..VC boon no ocluc ;-.tion ucconplish:.·~ent:' 
duo ·to non .... .:i.vf'il.-.bili ty of ,-11 &1.uc ·i.tion Cc:nto:;_· in the nrer .• 

k. (U) Rest c..nd Rccupor~tion, 

(1) The n&l.1. utilizt".tion re.to for the period of this report is 
100% . 

(2) Tho bo..tk.J..ion utilizr,tion rLto rcr>.dn s hiGh u1d o..pproJ±·.1r.teJy 
20 YJ.Oro quoto.s ouch r.1.0nth could be filled durinG tho next qur.rtcr. 

(3) Jul requests foi· R&.1l r.rc being sr.tinf<'.ct~;~5. l.j· .filled, '111ero 
r·.ro incrc::.sccl requcnts for n&ll quot::i::; to ~rc.inoy :.:.:cl '.!.'~~cyo . · 

1. (U) SPF.CI.:.L 8:Cl1VICES: ·Volley bcJJ. c ·11 i.:«··c. hr:rn boe;;.1 built 
in the 1IHC r.J1d Conp: .i'lJi 1; <..'.reo..s. Tull 10;1c;-l:t!: f::..J: ' 3 r.:i.·c sh01-m. t o ~·J.J . 

1.UU ts of the bo..tt c: .lion r.t lee.st 5 d::-.ys ci. wc0!c. L:• c.dc1i tion, ; ·.thlet~. C' 
oquipnent ril1d 1F'.;·tes ;.'.re ~ 1.vr 1ilr.blc to porso1mcl of ;'J..l uni tn throueh 
their mu t supplj·. 

n. ( U) CIVIC J .. CTION: 

(1) During tho r eporting period ell uni ts v~rc cngr.god in Ci"-'-:ic 
o:.ction nctivi tics • 

·. 
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SUPJECT: Opor.·.tion. l J.cport of 159th Lss: ... ul t Suppo11 t 

&.ttrlion for podod o:iclir~g 31 Jul 63, !.\CS, 

(2) Hor.dqu~.~rtcrs <'-"lc1 Hc ;'.dqtmrtcrs Cor.i1x'.l .::i~ h~·.s ini tio.toc.1 r.. progrc.r.1 
to rentore the ness 11:-.11 c,t the lh.livors i ty of Huo . Tlus proj cct is 
r.J.nost conple:tcd. i.ckli tion~'l rope:.ir work h;:s boc~'. r1'.:.dc on the students 
living quc.rters. 

. : .: ' . · ~ ~ t - l .-- ") 
• 1 ._ . · .... . ~ .. ... 1 ,_ 1 

• • 'I • i I . 
· I , r ..... ~ ! J .. _, : ... 

(3) 62,290 VN$ hc,s boon contributed. ; 

(4) Contributions of 6,000 VN$ were rocoivc.c1 f ron St John's 
Luthorn Church, Nonc1ot<t, Illinois. 

n. ( U) CIVILLJ·! PE.B.SOHNEL: 

( 1 ) Currently the onplo~G:1ont of cliroct hire of loc;'.l n. · tion: ls 
rcrn'.ins· ui1r,uthorizcd i 11 the Cc.np E.--:.glo o.ro.:i duo to 101 s t l~r C2.V<:lry 
Division polic~;. 

(2) Deily lU.11 0 of locnl n~~tiono.ls he's boei: usccl effectively by cll 
units for filling sc.ndb::-.gs. Fron 1 M:;,y t hru 31 July 196n, o. totu.l of 
'535,435 piasters. woro oxpc:.lcloc.1 for this purpose, 

o. (U) Sundry .F\mc1s, Clubs, £111d Me sses. There hc:s been no 
significcJ1t 'ncco:·i.plislmont er problcn o.rc~·.s ill tlus fi uld du<.; to tho 
fc.ct thc.~t no ·unit within the h:tklfon h<.s ~~. stU:clr:,r f1.U1c1. 

p. ( U) Info rn.::. ti on: 

( 1 ) The corry11d i 11for.·1• .. tion progrrn h. .. . s boor. c!:.~1: :;.:cod \.Ji th ' tho 
rocci t of tho 101 st :.:tr Co;v Div n.:.ily Dulleti=: ·the "..i:i.1bcr;.1c n ..... tc Li:1c 
Nowspnpc!" r11c1 the publicr'..tion of <:. b£1.ttcJ..ion \rc..d'1y ncwspc.p9r w.x1 
w::;cl:Iy bull0til1. The wcolczy ncwsp.~.pcr highligh-t;r. t he p:-. st week rs 
sig1ufic..:;.nt events within the bc.tkli o~'.'.. , In <'..cl.:"~'i. J.:::. '-1;,: _. 1x,tt ,:.lio:-i polic:.­
lcttc:rs huvc bco:1 used oxtol1sivcly to csk.blish bc:tt:-.lion procedures L :' 
this o.ror.. 

(2) · Tho PIO p:.:-ogr<l:l hc-.. s shown u. n<,rkcd i ;.ip:;; ::,- .: c .. <:c.: _ +, j..:'. :l. ts c .. ct5.V':i_ <5.r 
During t ho pcrioc1 1 1b.y - J1 July 1968, 56 :::t0ries uo-..o rolo :-.scc.~ <-~1c~ ·: :;.S 
hoDetown rclc ··.nos were su',..1r.ti. ttod. Tho PIG ~;ocb ~:· ;~.l:::o w:c~cs cl~::;r-J:·.' 
with t.hc 2.wc.rcls : 1-:;. c1 Lk coro..tions section -~- ) j : :;:: · , -.~ _. .... :: o,rr.; .r c.l .. :i ·.ses ~~:0 

subi:tl ttcd when <'..uc.1·ds ;:·.ro proscntcd. 

q. (C) Conbc.t Opor ;:.tions: 

(1) During this per-lod the battalion contil:er:l _i t11 support. of ·:-.:1., 
• 101 st fdl" Cuvc.lrj" Division Is opcr;:.tion NEV:.!•:~ J'.'.l~~~. T;10 C<•T.JP.:'lucs i.·:0:'(. 

co;·:riJi ttcd to t :.'.slcs vc.i-:,r:i.~'.g f:roD conbo..t support. :;, · ~..iG3i0ns to reinforcoc1 
b<:~tk.1.ion size cor.11x-.t c-.ssr.ul t opcrr.tio;.1s. DL:r:i.1'.g ·~his porioc11_ dr . .:; 1-7 
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(2) Conpr.11y i•~ l ccu.t.cd c.t Hue-Phu Bui 1-irfiold:: provides c. 10 
nru1 m1gnonti~ti011 to HACr-J6 cc.ch niGht for pori~1ctcr c1efoaso. Cci lpr.ny 
A clso n n.inta.ins 011 oii:;htecm. nn.i.'1 reo..ction force to reinforce tho 
perineter clcfonsc when nucoss::trJ'. 

t. (C) h1tclligonce: 

( 1 ) IAlrin~ tho re orting pcrio.d tho 308 Co:-!bn.t ~vir.tion Da.tt•' 
roa.ssienoo fron !10 th Conbc..t .:vic.tJ, i Group to tho 101 st li.ir 

·--o.v~v-· .. ..., Division m:d . sigr!t.·.tc . 'tl\o '1~~th .~ssc.ult Support Holico 
In conjtL"'lction with pcrfr: rr:i:"!g tho nornr.l S2 f'uncti cn i.c, 

processing socuri t~r clo:'.r~.nces, nu.intci!1ine licis0n with other bc.ttulior.. 
S-2 ts and Di vision i:;cr.er :-·l o..nd spoci\:'!.l stc.ff sections. c.r..d n~1 inti'.ining 
th0 hircro.ft bit c.nal~·si on n ;:1onthly be.sis Ta.b "C' t ho section 
"1[1.S involve with t ho <'..dni nistr2.tive chengos 2.rn1 procedures i:r..currod 
i n the reorgm1izo.ti0n c::nc~ roo.ssigrn1ont. 

(2) With t he new pN· ~ .nro of th0 159th i~sso.ult SA:.._Jcrt Helicopter 
DnttrJ.ion t he S-2 secti0n will be predoninntcly cng;~cc1 i r: personnel 
r.nd docurnmt socuri ty, n :..'.p roquisi tions, . 1c.intcinincr r. current ~rcrnf':: 
it no. ; rmd tho loc.Ltit1i1 ::; (l f :i.ut\1~ :r..ti c wo.:~poar/2.nti- "u:ccrc.ft sites, 

;i.ntonso fire c.ro;.-.s, c.nc1. tho l~~tost helicopter lc.mli::.1e zone stuclics, 
clone with rcnnini11i; co,...Ei z:->.u t of tho eonor nl eno~ ·~r si tu.-.ti0n c\.nc1 
proviclinc suborc~innto uni ts with ell i!~tollit;er:ce i;1forJ·1.r.tion ''.l:d c1<.t.c .. 
required by then in tho pc.:rfor:·1cncc of thcil' nission . 

u. (C) Suppl y 

(1) Tho br..ttalion rocoive c. L'[~isticrJ. supp1:r.t f r'r'. tl'.c 101 st J.ir 
Ca.vnlry Division $upport Connc.nd for Cluss I th.:•-r-...~.r{1 ·;r i tens. :&--.ch 
Conpany nnintn.ins a. property book o .. nd roquisi ti t n::: .1.l.!. .:>tq:plics clircctl:; 
fron tho Division Support CorlJ1tl1C1. ..:U.1 vehicle nnc"~ gt,11'.)r.'.'.tor repcir 
p~ts o.re requisi tionod through tho 801 st lr..'Li.1' tm:o.rE:o But:t.: lion. .t'.J.l 
PLL and i~SL i tens nro roquisi tionocl throuch ·i;lv.i so·i S~· ·:::_:il'.i L)~J-~" CO 
&~ttnlion a.lso. 

(2) 'lho S-4 Section h['.S supervisory r11spn:!:.:::.·)il :L0~· i\"·L· .:; u~)pJ:,·· 
uctions of or.ch cnnpru1y cu1d provides nc".vic<- . . ' C~ v: . .-1.(.·:.i1c ') i,.:r ·,. ncco:J r. n.r:.', 
This section \"..rr<'.I".[-;C.:S fo r Do.ttnlion convoy~ -~ :::: -, :- ·. · ~vi s~. , -. · ~ Supp-· :' ·; 
Con1~-~.nr1 to DnN;J1g , :;ccuros onGinecr suppor 'L f•'.:' j~ ··:L ; e.\~~·.::'.l· i.0::; , r'j · '. 

processes Reports of Survey. 

(3) Self service uccount s for t ho br.tt<:lion .:.~~., cstnbli shoe.: 
through the Divi s i on Support Con: 1ru1c~ . f...-,_ch co! :.pr:.:y : ;r.7 su1::ni t ~'- t,::; 
rcquircnonts t o tho Support C0r.ir.1c11c1, Clc.s::i II & -:7 ,::~G ::c·r b .... ·: .L . ...: ·! ·~> 
of cu.ch non th f nr tho followinCT no1"!th. The Supj '• -.~-:~ '>: ·;-:.:·: ·. · ~- C'J. .- ;~-; ·: 
1"21d IV Officer is responsible for purchc-.f.inr ::.-..:·. ,-, ..,:,_.L: 2'..::·Ji.::c. f-:upplio;; 
for ·division.U w1its. 

·. 

- .-, ~ r-\ , __ .D 
.' I ' t ~ r. ~ 
.. : ). ' f.v• }J ;ci.• ~ 

, : . .... . . , · : :Jd i L~ . 
• \ t ' • .1 • • ._, ... .. 
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(4)' :fugineer support is provi<lecl 'cy the 326th n.1cinecr futtilion, 
· 101 st Air Cr.vclr-.f Division. The 41ginccr unit provides cquipne:1t for 
bunker construction, clcfonsc porincter inprovononts, r o<'cl inprovc::101~t, 
n1d dust suppression . Peneprine nnchincs nro required frequently 
to suppress dust o..lone tho bo.tt::J.i:)n c.ccoGs roo.c.1 and cd.rcrn.ft p0.rkina 
urons. 

(5) Conpnny A ru!d B, o.ro constructi:ie CH-4 7 rcvetnents. ConpLIDY 
A is constructing 19 rovetnents with M13.fl1 llf.',ttine nnd using le.tori to 
ns filler i10.toria.J.. Tho unit has cor.1plctcd 10 rcvctncnts. Lntcri to 
filler will bo placed in tho rcvctnents when cneinccr dunp trucks 
bocono a.vailo.blc to tho unit. Conpc.ny D is constructing P.ircro..ft 
rcvotnonts by using 55 gcllon druns filled with sn.ncl or wt:'. tor. 

v • ( C) M..'"'in tenc.i1c c ( o..i.rcrnft) 

· (1) The uni ts of thin bntt.:ilic•n continued to inprovo their 
work nrou.s throughout the period. The inprovcd r cI.1ps G.t~cl wrk o.rc;:-..s 
ho.vo been vor:.r b<.moficnl to tho nclntencu1co proer2.ri; however, sr>11d 
o..."1c1 dust erosion t o c:-:gi:les , bearings, ru1d ;->.ctunti--rs cor..tinuos to bo 
a problcr.;. Tho woc.r i s obvious by the auncrcus rcplo..concnt itens 
required by tho uni ts. The unit cor.rr.1ru1ders c.rnl r.:~:.::.nton::i.r.cc C'fficcrs 
continue to stres s tho FOD o.nc1 sto11l1 doHn pr8er.::'.l lf t.o lcssc:1 the 
dnr.i..<:;o to tho circrd~t. Pc.rticle scp<.rc.tors were l.11st<'lled on cll 
aircro.ft possible to ni::iniso tho s~1c1. <.Uld dust problen in tho ei.!gincs 
of tho UH-1 a.ircrr.ft. Penoprino hns boon npplicd to tho ~1clipP.ds 
ond rntlntcnc.nco work nrcc.s, when r.vnil[l.ble. H;JJ :; -rrm<)prino is :i.ccc1.ed 
on n. continuine be.sis to nn.i:1tdn sc.nc1 nnd c1.us·i:, c, .... :·JJ.\)l., 
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rcquironcnts for nircr<'.ft woro 10 lift, 1 honnancl nntl dent~ol, · ~.nq 41 
nrncd helicopters Oil.ch for two c.ss::mlt cori.p.-11ics. Support rendered 
tho division incluc1oL1 conpr.ny siEO nssn.ults, cor1bc.t resupply, cornrJ1cl 
and control, p<'-cific;'.tion o_r1c1 psychologic.:1 opcrn.tions, chcnicrJ. dis­
persion, long r :::ngc p2.trolling, sccuri ty ror.ctio11 force, c.:rncc1 convo:r 
escort, rcconna.iss r:.i~co, rn1d close r..ir support, i~;. c.c:cli tion to circra.ft 
rocovo-ry ru1cl pa.rts trruisport for tho clivisio~ 1 s org<'.nic nvic.tiono 

(2) Cc,rgo helicopters plnyc(~ c.. prin o role in tho logisticr·J. support 
of the division. Mninter..nr..co a1d cost considorntions in CH-47 opcro­
tions na.ke uoxi.nun efficiency dosiro.blo. Every effort wc.s nc.C.o to in­
sure usei)ll rotor tine. To ostGblish proper plo.nni:1e c .. nd coo:cc.i1::i.tion, 
n 00.ttrJ.ion licison officer, CH-47 quclifiod, ru1d well versed ill its 
onploynont, wns assigned to work in tho Division 1 s .. 1.rrzy' ii.viction El.c!.",cr.t. 
Tho bost logisticrJ. support wr.s rendered when priori tics were est.:.blishocl 
by tho division G.3 which insured thnt cL'.rgo wns trc.r..sportcd in tho order 
of inportcnco. I ni ti ;··l vlrn-:.ning end subsequent chc.ngos to t c.cticnl 

. rcquireocnts rcquirecl ccnst::-..nt noni torir.g for best rcsul ts to be 
obta.inod. Tho uso of c.. bc.ttcJ.ion linison officer between· tho division 

· and tho but talion with k11L1wlcc1gc of b:ith supportccl unit rcquiron or..ts 
end cc.rgo helicopter opcrutic·ns proved ir:.vclun.blo. 

(3) Stntisticr'.l dr,_t.:-. for tho roportine porioc~ i s sh'"'wr.. ia fr.­
closure 3 for nctivi tics i;.1 tho I Corps .:..rec. 

r. (U) Trc.ining 

(1) Tho bcttelion is nnkine nc.xinun use of tho ~"..i.NT.i~P s'.!hcol 
located o.t Vung Tnu. Two CH-47 .l.irfr.::no Courses were ::"eccivcc: f 0r tho 
nonth of July yncl two for tho J:!onth of .:.ugust wh:i ~·~: •.ri:J . .l be !~1et. Q:o 

. quota. wa.s received for escnpo ru:d ovnsion tr~nir: ;:; .:..r. t!10 Phillippir..es., 

(2) . 1116 trdning progrnn hns boon inplonontcd q.·0 c ,~:·1pru~y level. 
All personnel zero their war.pons twice J:l<')l'lthl:r f'_~:.c1 ::-oso ·~i·o ~Jr_ssro nE 
instruction on sight o..djustnont, lee.cling <~11d u.:1lo<:c"..ins .• ::;·~~'~J~-·":\'.~ e:..,, 
ir~.1odinte o.ction, cnro r.nd cloru-1ing of tho riflo, :.1c.c"..~~~.; ·: o r-yv } s 1•1Soty, 

(3) DECCJ ... Troining o.nd 1.ssistonco: A qucQ~ :-.; :-. ·: n:---i-:r, ,~ bs·"c·.1,~o ,... 
hn.s boon c.ttL'.chc(1 t ·-, tho bc~tt; '.lion for tho ~1· 1:>:>i.1o s ·: .· .r i1:r..; ·l;:.·1.. .; l;.i:1c:; ul1'1 +,~~ 
i n use of the DECCL Syston. This trni11ing is c.x~y.;: ·_ :::.:.: ·:1 t ,: ::;'!:. <:-.rt tho 
week of 4 lugust 1968 . 

s. (C) Physicu.l Security: 

(1) Hcndquertor~ :-:1.1.'d IloadqunrtcrD Co:-:pl:my r•.r:c1 CC".: 1 n :'..1 ~~r Tl, l0c :--. 7 ~ \~ 
f'.t Cc,i:1p &i.glo, hn.vo sccuri ty rospo~1sibili t:r fo r o.. JC'r~:'..01: , : i.ii -:.: 
C<fii1p F.a.clo outer peri1~otor c1efcns0 plM. · DIC oc..:·~y.c:> t· .. r_; Fic;.d11:g 
bunkers nt nic;ht ; · ~;:i .. nnoc1.. by four porssnnel pnr bu::!~:n:·,. C: n;,K'-''-Jr .S_, 
;·1a1s two fit;hting bunkers With four porsornH::l poc- °!Jl:r.Jro:c~ 
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This unit has .:m ll.verago of 1000 o.ir framo hours on the nircrc.ft 
a.ssignod. The high nircr~~ft time corresponds with tho hoo.vy 
equipment for repa.ir parts. This unit is presently conducting 11th 
Preventive Management Periodic inspections on 3 nircro.~t with 7 
scheduled shortly. This requirement will l oc:d to the 12th Prcvcnti vo 
Mana.goment Periodic which is quite oxtonsivo bocauso of tho m1.L10rous 
time compliance component cho.ngo.s. Tho maintcmncc officer hc..s 
requisitioned the required components und h.:~s scheduled tho work loo.d 
for tho inspections. Tho a.va.ilo.bili ty of the required rop.J..ir :p.l.rts 
o.nd components will continue to determine the down time for cc.ch 
o.ircr::i.ft. 

(4) Tho b.•tto.lion h::is boon ro-orgo.nizcd into c.n rtssnul t suplJort 
helicopter 00.tta.lion during this reporting period which hn.s of no-
cc ssi ty ca.used roo.lligimont of tho mninton~cc office. ·The rnn.intc­
na.ncc effort will b~ directed to tho CH-47 in the following reporting 
periods. 

(5) Aircr.:tft nvnilability for tho reporting poriod wa.a: 

(o.) CH-47A - 33% 

(c}. CH-47B - 86% (16 Jlino 1968 thru 31 July 1068) 

(c) UH1C 72% (1 ~hy 1968 thru 20 July 1963 ) 

(d) UH1H 79% (1 Muy 1968 thru 20 July ; 96B) 

(6) Aircro.ft stntus ilS Of 31 Jul;>r 1968: (r• . : ) 
l.:t ;. ·-

x. Safety: 

( 1) Monthly s <.i.fcty briefings o..ro prcsor.tod to ;..".l:i. / light personnel, 
In r.tddition sD.fElty is stressed o.t etll co1JlT1.nd OJ.:d p!'t'1 --.f..:.:i.g.t ·~ briefings., 

(2) Empho.sis i s b;J ing pl:·.cod on st::i.nd:". -:- ·-·'.'.40.t.~ ·':l by tlr uso ,, f 
quarterly st<ll1d.:-.rdizo.tion ch~ck rides. In J.dc':~ t-> .. inst:;..~11.~tor pi2.o7.s 
ride da ily with JXlrao1mul of thoir tmi t with •~ v :}.cu c~ i n;::-rovi.n.g 
st:J.ndizntion :tnd tr:.i;ling. 

(3) ' Tho Cor:u:ic.ndi1 g Gonorr.U., 1st 1.1.vio.tion ;>i1; . · c~c~; elovc;1 point 
prograi"".l he.s boon rr.1.do tho ccntr:U thane of .;,n intc11s~ . ;·0 .... ~ :.'ort cl:l.rcc+,orl. 
towo.rd 'olinin~ction of .:: .. 11 provontc.blo ;•ccide!1ts. K!.1:; '.1 -: vi"1:J·": ·,:'/ cc·i:rr.1:'.LC!.; ::­
ond sufoty officer p ·~rticipn.to d in r. froo 0xch~r::[ :: ·: f :i.l ·:r-~·: ·. ,~nccr;:\:i.ne 
"tho cloven poi.'1ts, nnd who.t not hods or ne 1.:.:1s cct..· u be u se.:'. ::.o incorpo­
ro.to thcr.l into the pl::i..nning c.nd cxocution of eve=:;;- r:ti.ss ion. Tho oc,t·~ .clic~. 
sa.foty officer is ~sscnblinc- n check list which is n.::r.o.go.ble t:nd ...,,.:11 
bo distributed to o.:.ch of tho co1;1p'1!1ics. Tho ;:i,in of tho progro.n is ".;c 
introduce n ton ninutc check of o.n O:EX>rP.tionr..l o.r1.Jn. or proc0duro whi~~' 
will t:i.ko little tir:ic o:i.ch d"'.J' but when sur.ir1Qd ~up,~j.,ll tot:'.l a sizc:.c'iJ1•' . . ·- ·•IA .. . ~ • '. t . .\ . 

~- . ~ r;...J .n; L;,1_ i .\,\} FJ ro . 
("\ , 1 \ ~ .,....... ~ . .._,, • r-

r1c · 11. '>N. · ~~w ··h .. , 1 r1.-..... ITT_ A. -"' . , 
H J -.1 ~ 11 • l (; ( I I • ~ tl• ~I 
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progran of inspection. An intensified co~~~~~i~j4.r~fs\})~ ~~~ U 
directed towEl.I'd the sc.fcty progran. Ehphusis has been placed in 
achieving a noro professional approach toward tho flyincr duties ruid 
greater p0-rticipr.tion on tho part of the intcruecl.iutc lenders, 

y. Modical: 

(1) Tho noclictl section has tho responsibility of providing 
avia.tion support to the uni ts of the 159th Asso..ul t Support Helicopter 
Battalion, In o.ddition, due to its locution, tho nedictl section is 
continuing to provide nodictl attention for Conpnny B, 101 st Assuult 
Support Bnttul.ion fornorly (17th 11.ssuult Helicopter CoD.pony). ConpG.lly 
A, 159th Assault Support Helicopter Dutto.l.ion is locctcd ut Hue-Phu Bai 
end to ronder effoctivo nodicnl co.re it wo.s neccss ~·.ry to supple~ont 
the conpuny with 3 o.idncn. Tho cidnon c2.ll conduct sick ccJ.1, render 
o.id to tho battlefie ld cc.suo.lties r.:nd c..ccidontnl injury victins. 

(2) Tho ba.ttcJ.ion nodiccl section hr..s conpletod the construction 
of m1 avic.tion field dispensary to provide direct nodiccl support to 
HHC and Conpm1y "D" which o.ro colloc . :~:'-~ 

(3) The problons of nodicoJ. supplies, cir cvr.,cu:::tion, cor:nunic::v­
tions, onerc;ency c <·.ro ('.nd flisht physicnls h~·.ve been solved by this 
section establishing closo coordin,".tion &id cooporntion with other 
neclic<'.l sources in tho vicinity. r·foclic:'.l suppl:' rcquisi tions c.ro .L:!:'..: ' " 
by tho 326th Modico.l E<.ttcJ.ion, Air cvncur.tion :i.s coordinl.'.ted with, 
end: h811dled by "Dust Off 11, 326th lioclict:i.1 Dc.ttclion 

2. Section 2. Lessons Ler..rnocl : Cor.1T.l:,~dQ.:i;§2 _Q~G_cpc..tio_n_s..J- EvrJ.uc.tioF.::. 
end ::.CCcor.uoncktions: 

a.. . ( U) Personnel: 

(1) OBSERVATION: Assignnent to tho 10'!s t Cc..vr.J.c~' Division 
with a. subsequent loas of tho personnel section h.J.s ·:,c-.user1 problons 
not previously encountered b;r this bc.ttcli0:1. 

(2) E'l,'.LU:~TION : Although tho work J. \:::':·. i:.1 ·l : ~.,:i lir-.tt;.·.'' ion 8 ·I 
section ho.s boon roduc ;:;d, problons hc.vo b1,c;· c: :. : .-c~ L.C:!.''.x 1. ~ .. n tho r:..:roo. 
of roussignnonts, p~-_y , pronotions, 2 . .ncl ofi'ic..::r officio~c·; rcpor~c. due 
to tho incronsod rc'1..ctio1~ tine of 2 to 3 weeks 011 pC;rson.:.1ol 0.ctions 
between this h .ttdion cind 101st /;.ir Cr:v Div AG (i~::;c.:~). This problcr.• 
is further Gggrcvntccl by tho le.ck of efficient c":x•-::.-JuJ1:.c<'.tion to tho 
roo.r c.nd en r_~pp".rontly high loss f 2.ctcr in t ho cl~ ::t;· · 1:-t':~ . :~.-1~: s: ··c.VJ1 , 

·Thoro hnve boon rtcny no.ii hours l ost G.uo to tho ·~cc-c~ : .. '. \/ o ~· sc~~ · : . ..:.''C: 
.. personnel to the reo.r with personnel pro blcns ( · .. :,- .' d·.:pc' ' · l t ID 

..... . · .. 
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(3) REC01ifr.fEND.!.TIONS: 

(o.) Tho roaction ti.no nt AG re~ nust be reduced to a. roason..'\ble 
tino period of no longer thc.n ono waolc. 

(b) I. narc efficient distribution syntcn rrust be ini tinted to 
epccd distribution nnd reduce the loss fnctor. 

(c) Tolophono conrruniC:1.tion should bo iuprovod and /er teletype 
should be initiated. 

(d) b. forw.ii.rd tcn.n should be set up to o.llovinto r;orsonnol problons. 

b. (C) Oporntionss , 

( 1) Awed Esgort for Car~o Holicopt~rn 

(a) OBS&l.VaTION: When CH-47 helicopters arc opGrc>.ting in c.ro[l.s of 
·intonsifiod e.nti-nircr~ft o.ctivity, tho prosoncc of a. helicopter fire 
tean hlls both il deterring und penalizing effect on ono~r 2.nti-o.ircrr..ft 
gunnQrs. 

(b) EVL.Ll1 .. TION1 Tho size o.nd utility of the CR-47 LY.kc it o. 
lucrative and vulnorn.blc tnrgot for the cnor.zy-. Evu.sivo a ction is linitc. .. : 
been.use of oxtorno.lly cnrrio<.1 lo.:.ds. Tho roln.tocl \./~'!pons systons rrovidc 
ina.doquatc solf protection. Thcso f nctors conbinc to encourage <md nid 
tho eUCI:\Y gunner to direct firo by ::tJ.l typos of WOD.pons l'..gninst this 
o.ircraft. Experience has shown a rcluctu.ncc by tho cncny to tv.ko, 
under fire 1 a c~trgo helicopter if it is escorted by ~n arnod holicoptor­
firo tonn. 

(c) RECOi11ME::N~ ... TION1 That r.rnod holicoptor. osc,-: .,.+, bo provided for 
co.rgo holicopter operations into arous of lmown cnocy :: .. cti vi ty. 

( 2) ldtcrnft Vulncrn bility 

( ) OBSEHV~"..TION: 11o o. ' st incidents of ,J.:'. .-::.:: r.f+ ' ~:-j ng hi .. . ':rj- c:: ::)' ~nd 

fire occurred nt intor::rediatc nltitudos. 
. f 

(b) EVl..Llli..TIOi~ : Sntistics gathered bi/ tho 1x~<:1'o..lion wi thL.'"1 ::, ~c 
101st A.ir Cnvtlry Division o.rco. of opcrotionn show t '. .• t tho prccl:;.iln::i.P.(:' 
o~ nnti-tircr."":.ft hi ts 2.ro sust.:tinod between 50 f"3ct 01·,d 1 500 foot !:!O" ·'­

son. level. Helicopters flying within 1500 foot of ' · · ~c ·und ~ ·: : w:: i ~"- ~ . 1. 
c.ffccti vo range of sn...'\11 n.rus sniper firo. The ::·• .~: i · i~ " :rco.so s ... ~1. ~~~ :. 

«la>orco.ao in al ti tudo until tho nircrD.ft is so a ·, · .'. ti:.'.- .< .... • •. -.1 tt, :- t. 
renction ti.no is denied tho eneny. This point '· ~.:; prOYUd .... ,J bo '001.ow 
50 feet. 



c. Tru:i.nipe. Nono 

d.. Intolligcncc • Nono 

e • ..Logistics. No~o 

f. Orgruuza.tion. Nono 

g. · Other. N•Jnc 

• I : ·. ' . 
I • • I : : l ·• .• ··, •• , 
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Subordino.to 
Url.t 

.l}.qs & Hqs Co 

Conpnny "A11 

Conpnny "B" 

' 

Tc.b A. 

UH-1D Lal 
Auth O/H Au th 

0 1 3 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

CH471~ 'CH47B 
O/H Jmth O/H Au th O/H 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 16 16 

0 16 16 

L .. , ,-. .- :-~ .: .. 
·• I I. ' .. • / . . t ~ . . 
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TAB C 1 (INTELLlGEl'!CE .;~fl'.EX to ORILL) 

AIH.CRLF'.i' :~ IT 1:.L 'J,YSIS 1 H.:" .. 1 - 29 JULY 1968 

During t ho pcriC'd 1 h".J' - 29 July 19;' ,8 :llrcr~-.ft hit do..t2. rcvcnlcd 
the following: 

1. A toto.l 0f 49 o.ircro.ft susto.:Lncd hits, br\'1rn:1 do\.ln b:t aircrr.ft 
typo nnd r.U s sion Elc ti vi ty ns follows : 

ACTIVITY ON GRD LJm/TK-_QfF El':i\m:n; PJ::~{CKl:-i T % - r:;;;;_ ------ ---
UH1H Rcsupply/Trp-lift J 23 1 55.1 % 53% 

UH1C l..rr.1 Escort 4 8.1 % 
Tet f~tk/wi thdrt:w 11 22.5% 

CHL~7 Rcsupply/Trp-lift 5 2 1_4..)_% __ _10 .2% 

'l'o to.1 3 28 18 100 % 6.3, 2% 

HRS FLOV.'N HITS % HIT o~; GRD HITS/1:\RS FL01tlH CULUL.~TIVE 

MAY 5763 21, 54.1 % 1 I 21;.0.1 

JUN 4685 10 60 % 1 I 468.5 1 I 354 • .3 

JUL 4164 15 so crl 
/0 1 I 277. 6 1 I 328. 7 

2. Fron tho nlxivo c1ntn it can bo c1ctor;.rincr~ thc.t: 

n, Tho na.jori t.y of nircr: ~ft lri tc c.rc ::mstni:::.':<~ ::s n result of 
resupply r:issi r1ns (69.4.%), 2J1d tho n.:i.jori ty of ·i.:..osc bi·cs ~:re su.stcci:-:c:(1 

while tho o.ircrr:lft is on tho r, r olll:.<1 or ongc.ccc1 i !.:. 1 <:1:c':.i:1g or t .:i!co-o f f 
(63.2%). 

b. Only 3 aircrnft sust.J.inod hi ts while or~:couto (•_1.J·:\.nc.; "':-ho rop() rt-­
ing period.* 

c. Tho hiBh nunbC;r of n.ircr,'.ft hit dlll'i:'r; .Tu:i. ' i:; c:t . -~;.·:._ ::•k.blo 
to the le.ck of properly secured llu:.c.li::lt; zo!10s ,-..: ·.c: ·:~1ic!<:·-q) ~~ ,·'·J :::, with 
11 of tho 15 hits cluri::.:.G July occurri!':g whilo the 2;;_:-c:>:>o.i''., H:.s or. 
the erou.11d 0 :t' c; ~G C.[~ cc1 i~: lc.n(lil''-fS o r kJcc ()ff , 

* UH-1C o.ircrc.ft hi t:3 ;:re ccnsic1orot1 suskciri.cc~ w~1ilo unr<; '..ltc , howo7c:c 
these hi ts nrc nnt c cl1cic1.cr oc1 o.s suct.:-.i.-icf, whil0 c: .. r :,utc :f• ' j'.' cr:np;:rr,t.~,-. 

purposes . 

'-1, 7·.'\ 1 ;z..7-·; ~ .. ... ~ •w • 7 t :y f ~ -, ""J 
1 I , I r· I I • > • ., .. " 

; 1 . •' "· i r., 



STATION LIST 
16'1'1-i. COLB~;,.'l' .1~ VL:'.TIOi~ GRCXJP 

Chu lai: 
14th CAB 

;21st RAC'(212th CSA$) 
71 st AHC 

. 176th AHC 
178th 1-.SHC 

Dc:i. .Nang 
16th CAG 
212th CS.AB 
245th S1~C 
282nd AHC 

Due Pho: . 
174th MIC 

Hue Phu Bai: 
131st SAC (212th CS1;.B) 
220th H/;.C (212th CSl .. B) 
Corps Prov Avn Co (212th CSAB) 
308th CAB 
17th Ji.HG 
188th AHC 
200th A.SBC 

Incl 1 

A.PO 9637L~ 
APO 96374 
APO 96374 
APO 96374 
APO 96374 

APO 96337 
APO 96337 
Af O 96337 
AFO 96337 

APO 96374 

APO 96308 
APO 96308 
l~PO 96308 
1-1.PO 96383 
APO 96383 
APO 96383 
h.PO 96308 
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DEPARTMENT OF .THE ARMY 
HEAOOUARTERS, 16TH :COMBAT AVIATION GROUP 
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15 May 68 

SUBJECT:: Operational Report of Headquarters, 16th Combat Aviation Group for. 
Period Ending 30 April, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1) (U) 

Assistant Chief of Staff For Force Development 
DA (ACSFOR, DA) 
W~shington, D.C. 20310 

1. (C) SECTION I, OPERATIONS: SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES 

a. (C) GENERAL 

(1) The quarter co:rmnenced with the 16th Group's two battalions, 
the 14th Combat Aviation Battalion and the 212th Combat Support Battalion 
heavily engaged in providing aviation support to suppre~~ the enemy's Tet 
Offensive in the I Corps Tactical Zone. The heaviest fighting was concen­
trated' in and near the City of Hue, which was one of the nain objectives of 
the VC and NVA farces. The gunships of the 212th Combat Support Aviation 
Battalion· were extensiwely instrumental in providing support to the ground 
forces during this .battle, 

(2) In addition to the many extra flying hours required, each unit 
was required to increase its internal security to protect their assets 
against enenv g:zround and stand off fire attacks. Additionally, concurrent 
effort was applied to improving the defensive posture and alert proc~uures of 
all units. 

· (3) A warning order · attaching the 308th Combat Aviation B.3.ttalion 
was received on 9 Ms.rch 1968. The order called for the. 308th Battalion 
to be detached from its pa.rent unit, th~ 12th Canbat.avia.tion Eattal~on and 
be attached to the 16th Combat Aviation Group effective 15 M3.rch 68, with 
operational control invested to the 101' st Airborne Division. Attachment 
became effective as the units passed North of 14 degrees 30 minutes North 
latitude. The 308th Combat Aviation Battalion complP.t,ed its move from. 
the III Corps area to the vicinity of Hue Phu Bai in tho I .Corps·ar~ and 
was declared fully operational on 12 April 1968. 

(4) C Troop, 7th .Squadron, 17th Cavalry was redesignated F Troop, 
8th CavalrJ on 1: April 68. With :the change of designation, the unit 
became organic to the Americal Division. 

CONflDENT1AL 
DOVNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS. 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS~ 
DOD DIRECTIVE 5200.10 
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(5) Corps Aviation Company (Provisional.) was assigned to the 16th 
CAG on 1-2 Ma.Ecl'll 1968. It was further attached to the 212th CSAB on 14 :March 
1:968. The unit is stationed at Hue Phu Bai with the mission to provide 
aviation ·support for the headquarters element of the Provisional Corps 
Viet Nam. -

(6) Throi.:.ghout the quarter, the Gro1...p Headquarters co11t:illuod. to 
fill its personnel vacancies and improve its facilities. As equipment be­
came available, the need to depend on subord:L.-iate units WaG decreasd. Due 
to the Group having conu:'!Ci.nd · less operational control of the assj_gned bat­
talions, planning of operational activity was minimal. Pr:irnary effort 
cont:L.J.ued to be directed towards the development of complementing OPL-l.N S :ill 
support of those issued by higher headqua.rters. Key staff officers and. 
non-corurrti.ssioned officers continued to visit each of the assigned units to 
obtain first hand infonnation relative to problerns, ~ tatus and condition of 
equip-;1ent and overall personality of the carnr!iands. 

(?) Anny Aviation Elements (11.iili 1 s • The Group 1 s three i~i:.L 1 s 
. continue::d to provide necessary l:i.uison and t:L11ely recom.·,:0ndations concurn­
ing the most effective and appropriate utilization of A'flilY Aviation to the 
CC Ill }iarine Amphibious Force, CG First harine Air W:ing and the CO I Corps 
P.dvisory Grou • 

(8) Utilization. With tbe exception of the time srent in mov:ir1g 
the 308th CAB from III C'i'Z to I CTZ, the Groep 1s units wore continually 
eng?-ged in c0li1bat aviation support activities. OU-er items such as civic 
action projects m1d training were integrated into daily activities. 

( 9) Enc:.ray activities. On 25 Feb and 4 Lar 68, t-Y.irble 1'iow1tain 
1dr Facility, location of the 16th CombG.t iwiation G oup Hee.dc;_uarters was 
attacked by fire with 64 122rnrn rockets. Fire was accurate and damage con­
siste.d of the complete destruction of five (5) build:illgs, to include the 
212th Battalion Headquarters·, one ( 1) OV-1 a.rid one ( 1) UE-1D destroyed, 
19 aircraft and 21 vehicles dru:1aged to varying degrees. 

b. (U) THJ:.INDfG. The 16th GAG, in coordination with First Harinc 
.Air W:illg, has mitiated a program to qualify 0-1 pilots as Tactical Air 
Controllers Airborne (TACA). This is c..ccomplished by on the job training 
with qualified personnel from the 1st and 3rd Hn.rine Division and is accom­
plished in 3 to 4 weeks. The Ti~CA quc:•.lification of 0-1 Aney Aviation adds 
versatility a.nd flexibility to the visual reconnaissance program. 

c. (U) AVIATION SA1'1:/I'Y. The Group has flown 52,677 hours during the 
quarter, with an accident rate of 15.2 per 100,000 flying hours. 'l'here were 
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eight (8) major accidents; s oven UH-1s and one 0-1 type uircmft. Fivu were 
ca.used by poor pilot tecl!uique and two by susp0cted material failure. 
'l'otal a.ccidcnt experience: is as follows: h /H F /VI 'l'O'I'hL 

hajor ilcciclents 7 1 8 
11inor J'.ccidents 0 0 0 
Incidents 5 1 6 
Forced landings 6 0 6 
Precautionary l andings 6 0 6 

d. (ur CASlJJil:l'IJ!;S. 'l'he Croup casualties during t Lis quarter wore: 

KIA 
7 

i ~ IA. 

7 
WIA 

60 
HI .'3C 

10 
CROWN --

3 

e. (U) OiiGArH2.A'l'IOh . 

( 1) Tho 16th Combat Aviation GrouP.J is oreaniz0d as fallows: doe 
lnclosuro 1. for station ·list: 

I ti 

16th CAG 
-- ___________ J_ 

_____ } __ _ 
·- ··-· .. .. ' ., 1... •. _ _ 

'~ -~~CAB l 
.. 

[21;~~ ,c~ I r;-OO:~;:Bl. I I-lliC I 

(2) Key Perso;::..i1el: 

(u) Group Headquarters. 

CO COL Daniel G. Gust 036330 
DCO L'I'C Thorveld R. Torgersen 069818 
S 1 HA ,} J a.mes A. Boyd 0402191 6 
S2 i:JAJ Eerndon Godfrey Jr 01935345 
SJ i.'l'C Charles S. Steen 06651 from 1 Jan 68 thru 9 

i:-iar 68 
LTC Rennie N. Cory 065207 froi;1 13 har 65 to present 

S4 Hii.J Franklin h • Harris 0094 99 

(b) Unit Comnumders: 

14th CAB I.TC Carroll C. Issues OF100091 from 7 J...ug 67 
to 6 Feb 1968 

1'i'C P..ay H. Carson OF0106541 from 7 Feb 1968 to 
present 
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212th c:Jii.D L'l'C H ilbur A. Hiddleton 070141 

.306th CAB :t.:l'C Onorc r::.. Case OF0108132 from 22 Dec 1967 
to 9 hc"l.r 1968 

1'I'C Clw.r 1£.s .S. Steen 066513 frcm 1 0 i:for 1968 
to present 

( c) Unit strength as of 30 April 1968: 

( 1 ) Hilitary: 

Subordinate Unit OFF WO 'l'O'l'AL 

11.uth OJH ~oLH Auth O/H Auth O/H 
HhC 17 23 2 2 51 84 70 109 

(2) Civilian: 

Subordinate Unit DAC Vtl' 3D HATL COI'J'I'RAC'l'OR 

(d) Aircraft status of 30 April 1968: 

Au th 
O/H 

DH-1D 
2 
2 

U-21 
1 
1 

(e) Operationtl.l results ~s of 30 April 1968. See L~closure 2. 

2. (U) SEC'l'IOI;; II G ,;.)Qh .S i.L.h.l-JJJ<_;D: COl>:il.~~1.JD~:;li'3 OBSEhVi..'l'IO{:S, :;;;v1:,.LlJLTIOiiiS 
Ai·m I-Lj:;(!Qli;};l~D.rl.'l'IOl~s. 

a • ( U) PEr~SOlfr. T:.L: 

( 1) Personnel Ctualificntion. 

(a) OBSEitVilTIOI~ . Femonnel received for the Grot•.p Hend.Ci,uarters 
were in some cases l~ecent school graduc::.tes, and others not proficient in 
tl :eir l·iOS . 

(b) EVAl.UATIO~l . The problems involved ia activating a new 
headc:.uo.rters requires trained and exp0rienced personnel to accol!lplisb this 
mission in minimal time. A tro.ined and experienced cadre wa3 provided, 
but filler personnel, to a largt: oxt.cnt , were non-qualified and inexperi­
enced. This experience gap created uri.rwcessary problems in est&blishi..ng 
an efficient functioning headquarters. 

CON-flDEAtT1AL 
4 
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( c) J:tt; CQl,;1 ·};;.·1D.1-.TIOi:.: . That replac cmeat cent ers exercise more 
care in the selection of pe:csormel for newly formed units. 

b. OP::i:RA TIO NS : 

( 1) Fly ii..way Prografo . 

(a ) OBSEhVATIOrJ . During t he '.rot Offensive, OV-1 nircra ft 
were operated from s <:,fe bo.ven airfields out of country. In addition, 0-1 

, aircraft stationed at outlaying AHVi:·J strips were flown to r.-.ore s ecu1~e bases. 

(b) bVi;.l...Uil'J.'IOL During Ue periods of :in tensified aner,iy 
mortar and· rocket t hreats, t he removal of aircraft fran t be threatened area 
is ·desirable. Whenever this can be acca.nplished and still perform t he 
miSsion, the aircrl:ft s hould be i;ivacuat.ed. During the 'l'et Offensive, the 
Group's OV-1 aircraft operated from safe ha ven nirfields with no deterior0-
tion in mission performance. 

(c) rrr::COl·Ji. ·J:::;NDkTlON. Twacuation pl <.'.ns co1u.;,ensurato with mission 
requirements be formulated and executed. 

(2) Alert 0tatus. 

(a) OBShhVi..TlOlJ. During periods of increased tension, alert 
conditions oftt!n vary numerous times during t he night. 

(b) £'VALUATION. It is a corrm.1on occurrence for t he alert 
condition to change numerous times during the nigr:t. This crtlv.tes unneces­
sary movement of troop to ~..nd from the bunkers. Consequently, this creates 
increased fatigue of individual soldiers, increa.sed confusion and an in­
creased vulnerability to hostile attci.ck. Bunkers at fixed locations should 
b(;) constructed so that of f duty personnel will have space in which to rest . 

· · · ( c) ?..;.;COlt bUDL'l'ION. Uhen troops arc sEmt to btmkers wliere 
conditions peruit sleeping, tl· ey should rernah"1 tli~re f or the remainder of 
t he night.-

c. (u) TaI.mn1:G. 

( 1) Tactical Air Controller Airborne ( rl';.;.CA ) 

. (a) OBSLl.tV:tTION. The 16th Cli.G, in coordination with tr.e First 
l:iarine Air Wing , has developed a program to qt;.alify Arn1y 0-1 aviators as -
Tactical i.ircraft Controllers Airborne, or Ti>.CA 1s as tht:y arc referred to. 
Thus far, there are 24 who .:.re qualif ied on 01~cters to direct marine ta.cti­
ce.l air strikes. During tl:o reporting period, 107 strikes were conductc::d 
by Army TACA1s. . 

(b) l:..Vi~i.U.l'.TION. AnitY 0-1 aviators trained as 'l'A CA 1s add to 

5 
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the depth, versatility and flexibility of tbe vis ua l reconna i ssance pro­
eram. The prograi;.t also afJaists the L.arincs in filling tbeir sl1orta.ge of 
'l'f-1.CL 1 s, and provides r 0spono:l he and timely heavy firepower to be applied 
against targets of opportunity . 

(c) IL;COJ. fr ·H~DATIOL . Tha t all 0-1 av iators assigned to the 
Visual ii.econnaissance Proeram operating in the I Corps Tactical Zorn~ be 
qualified as 'fli..CA 's • 

( U) LOC I.:.>TICS. 

(a ) OBS11RVii.'l'I01-; . 'l'ht:lrc wa.s a lack of coord.:i.nation and infor­
mation involved in the l.lOVQi1iellt of tl-.e )08th c,·.B. 

(b) EVi.iUATIOfJ . The lD.ck of sufficient planning time , know­
ledge of port facilities , n.deq_u.atc iitat erial handling equip:ient caused 
unnecessary delays in the i;iove::ment and opcratio:::ial st.:>tus of tl1is battalion. 

· Additionally , essential items of equipuont vrer .... ternporarily mi spl a ced or 
lost when of f loaded at othur t han the destination. 

( c) iLCOf.Ji..J.l.,fDii.'l'IOi~ • 
.. .. ~ . 

That units pr epare load:ing plans for FCS moves to 
include air, la.rid and sea movemc:nt . 

2 That these plans be approved by the unit's hi gher 
headquarters . 

2. That higher headquarters <ldvise moving units as to 
transportation a.ml. material handling limitr..tions . 

f. (U) ORG::i.N IZi1.TIOI.:AL . Kone . 

g. (C) OTBBit . 

( 1 ) Itadio H.elai£. 

(a) OB.:31':.RVid'ION . The U- 1A aircraft retrofitted with AN/ AUC-121 
Repeater 0et Hadio has experienced exc essive loss in .Per.:fon11r..nce . 

Set Radio in 
at altitude. 

(b) jN.FJ,Ui-"TIOh . TLe installation of t he An/AHC-1 21 h;:ipeater 
the U-1A, caus ed t he a ircr2.ft 1 s performance to b e come critical 

The aircraft took excessive time to climb, causing thE: eneine 
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to overheat, decreasing the obtainable n irspE.:ed while incr·easing the stall 
speed. This resulted in o.n aircraft tl:a t was a near ha.zard to fly. The 
suspected cause was the parasite drag of the antenn(].s installed on the wings . 
A letter was initiated. by U ! i:.! Flatoon Cormw.nder, 1st Platoon, 18th .r~viation 
Cor.ipany describing, in detail, the problems involved. 

(c) HI:COl!l:£ND,i'I'ION . That the AH/AhC-121 antenna installation 
on the u-1.A, be r-aevaluated in view of the decreased pc:cfon:u.2..nce experienced 
,;1ith tl:.e curre~1t installation. 

(2) Publications. 

(a) OI3.:J::.=;RV1.'I'IOh . r~ecessary i·mny and ir1tennedi .::.te headquarters 
publications are very slow in reaching newly arrived units to HVlT. For 
those units formed within hVl:! , t l:.is also applies plus there is exc es::.: ivc 
delay in acquiring D.i::.. publications. 

( b) Ev~;.1u1~.'l'Im; . The lack of proper publications hal; pc rs the 
acco11plishm1;;;nt of the mission for both :i1ewly o.ssiv1cd or fonited miits. 
Units receive 3 or11e publications upon crriv<1l or when forn1ed , but ha ve to 
rely on requisitions, wl::ich they must submit for the majority of the 
necessary publications. This is both time;; consuming and difficult because 
of the ·lc-..ck of prop&r ref0renccs from uhich to order. 

(c) lillCOH1.J.J:-W.1-.TlOii . Uhen n.::w units B.re to te formed or to 
arrive in Rvr~ , that appropriate pt~.blication packctG b0 0stablished . 

3. ( U) .Sr.CTIOl1f Ill. HI!J1.DU.iAil.'l':!;Ii.S, D~·J' .n.h'IE1!,i/l' OF '.i'f;.:_, APJ1Y SURVbY INFOPJ•Ji.­
TIOH. ·None . 

3 Incl 
1. 16th CAG'Station List 
2. .16th C.f.G Operation Results 
3. Lessons Lo~: rned During 

VC/~f\l'fu TE1' Offensive 

DISTRIBUTION: 
CINCUSiiliP4C, h.TTN: GPOP-DT 2 cys 
CG USARV, ATTN: A. VEGC-DST 3 cys 
CG 1st Avn Bde , AT'Ii'J : S3 2 cys 
CG 1st Avn Bde, ATTN: AVBA-ilfH 3 
FILE 15 cys 

J~~.~J 

cys 

DJ~JD~L G. GUST 
Colonel, Infantry 
Conmw.nding 

,- ... ) i , .. - , v-· ,- ~ ,__,_ . !\ L 
(_ ~- .1V ·t ~ ! v ! 1 h. 
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. _ _' Subordinate 
_____ ... Unit 

HQ, 16th CAG 

Sorties 
Flown 

521 

Troops 
Lifted 

401 

{f-Aircraft Darraged: 1 UH-1D, 1 U-21 

16TH CAG OPERATIO!JAL 3TATI.3TICS 
CtTR ENDING 30 AP;lIL 1968 

Cargo 
Lifted (Tons) Enemy KIA 

5 0 

Ac ft 
Structures Sampans Cnfmd 
Dam Dest Dam Dest Loss 

0 0 0 0 0 

.Aircraft 
Damaged{*" 

2 
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AVGM-SC 14. February 1968 

SUBJECT: Lessons Learned During VC/NVA TET Offensive 

TO: Commanding General 
1st Aviation Brigade 
ATTN: i\.VBA-C 
APO 96348 

IESSONS IEARNED - VC/NVA TET OFFENSIVE 

SECTION I - Pllinning and Pre para ti on Whic.h Affected the Command 1 s Readiness 
Posture upon -Initiation of the TET Offensive·. 

a. ~: Physical. Security 1?.lans 

b. Discussion: This command was not at any increased condition 
of readiness upon the start of enemy activities. The group was engaged · 
in routine operat ional and administrative functions. The only significant 
enemy activity prior to 29 January in any area .. occupied by ele rnents of · 
this group was at Chu Lai on 27· ·JanUa.ry when an enemy mortar attack was 
conducted at 2300 hours on the cantonmen are.a qf Headquarters, 14th CAB. 
There were no casualties and no significiant dal!!Cige was reported. Each 
UJ."1it of the group is tenant at a U.S. installation except for one 0-1 
platoon located at Quang Ngai and one 0-1 platoon located at . Hue Citadel. 
All units had standing operation~ prgcetlm~e s .to be taH:en in event of alert. 
All units · ·had defensive plans integrated into area defense plans. Most 
areas had been exposed to enemy motar and rocket attacks in the past so 
when the TET offensive commenced the units had sound, workable plans 
and procedures to guide their actions. It should be noted; however, .· 
that there was· no indication on the evening of 29 January that an increased 
readiness post ure was necessary. When the first r ounds landed that 
evening the alert conditions went from normal to attack in progress. 
Although the attack was sudden, personnel responded in a calm manner and 
within minutes after the motar attack, the interior perimeter was manned. 
Exterior perimeters are always manned so defense against ground attack is 
always present. 

.. , _,, I .... . 
( • f , 'f i ··- ._,.,, . . 

DQJ NGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTE!w.:~LS . 
DECLl.SSIFIED i~FTER 12 YEirns 
DOD DIR 5200.20 
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SUBJECT: lessons Learned During VC/~WA TET Offensive 

c. Lesson Learned: Responsiveness to quick changing conditions 
of alert status is an essential training goa3:, but. there is no substitute 
fa~ prior warning of suspected enemy activity. Although few casualties 
were sustained during the surprise mortar and rocket attacks on installations, 
·there coul~ have bean:. many if the attac~ had been directed tcward 
the cantonment areas. F:ixed installations are dependent upon notification 
from intelligence agencies so that conditions of increased readiness can 
be initiated. 

d. · Recorrnnendation: That intelligence collection t gencies provide:· 
timely informtion to units advising them of probable or possible enemy 
activity in the area so that units .can increase their readiness posture 
as .required by the enemy situation. 

SECTION II - Conduct of Operations During the TET Offensive. 

1 • · (U) Personnel. 

a. ~: Replacements 

Discussion: During the period there was a noti.c 6able drop 
in the flow of personnel in the replacement stream because of the shortage 
of air transportation from the replacement center. Replacements began 
to arrive again after the four day period., 

·· Lesson learned: The temporary loss of rep:h cement personne 1 
caused no h~rdship to the cormnand because of the short duration involved . 

Recommendation: None 

b.. Item: MoraJe 

Discussion: It was expected that the requirement to man 
perimeters during alerts at night coupled with the ncrmal daily work 
requirements during the day would reduce efficiency of the units. No 
noticeabJe .. degradation of capability was noted during the period er during 
the .following week while constant vigil was continued. It· Wn.s noted that 
the general esprit was improved during the period of tension and morale 
seemed to be higher than ever. 

Lesson Learned: 
common bond among the troops 

The threat of in111ediate danger provided a 
Headquarters personnel were eager to 

c· () lJ +· 1D1:.1v r i A L 
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accept the challenge of ground combat when reports indicated a ground 
attack was imminent. 

Reconunendation: None 

2. (C) Operations_: 

a. Item: Spot Reports 

Discussion: Reporting daincc.ge assestments after emmy attacks 
presented a problem. The infcrmation to be reported was classified and 
secure teJe type circuits were either overloa ded or ir1operative . A secure 
HF capability to brigade does not operate. Use of the teJephone proved 
to be the fastest method of reporting; therefore, a special aircraft 
damage report was devised using lines and columns · to~repoirt:'.iriformation.: 

Lesson Learned: Conunon user secure teletype is not responsive 
during periods of increased ope_rational activity . Telephone and radio is 
the fastest means of repcrting infcrrnation of an urgent n.--;.ture. 

Reconunendation: That line item type telephonic r opat' ts be 
included in the brigade SOP to expedite reporting procedures during periods 
when area wide secure communication systems are over committed. 

b. Item: Physical Security 

Discussion: During the numerous motar and rocket attacks 
on installations few casualties were sustained. The existence of personnel 
shelters within cantonment areas contributed to this result. Although 
shelters were· considered adequate prior to attacks, units improved their 
shelters the day after the first attack and continued to do so throughout 
the period of increased readiness. 

Lesson Learned: Although adequate protective shel~rs were 
constructed in adva..-1ce of the attack, the importance of sound shelters 

~ was dramatically emphasized during the attack. After an attack it is 
always evident that ilnprovements can be made to existing facilities. 

c. ~: Fly Away Flans 

Discussion: During the period when enemy motar and rocket 
attacks were a constant threat, 01-1 aircraft were flovm out of country 

r ( ., :1 1'+-- I u'" '- 1i1-,· : £. I 
.__. l j · \ • J;;. I \ I -'l !.-
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SUBJECT: lessons Learned During VC/NVA TET Offensive 

to sa~e havens.~ No .®,gradation of surveillance rnission.Tesulted and 
security of theseecpensive aircraft was assured . 

lesson Learned: A fly away plan for all u;pes of aircraft is 
not always possible; however, OV-1 is capable of being flown out of country 
and should be evacuated chring periods of increased enemy threats. 

Recommendn.tion: That aT-1 aircraft continue to be floi:m to 
safe pavens during periods of increased enemy activity. 

d. Item: Frequent Changes to Alert Status 

Discussion: It is noted that areu defense coordinators were 
frequently changi."'lg the alert status in response to the enemy situation. 
Lt times units would go from a normal condition to full alert three or 
four times during the night. Pers0Tu1el were moving from barracks to bunkers 
throughout the night and were losing more sleep t han w-as necessary. 

Lesson Learned: During the periods of heightened tension it is 
better to ·man bunkers at dark and remain ' on pcs.itions thoughout the night 
than to have ·personnel moving in and out of shelters. Personnel arc able 
to sleep . more and a re protected from surprise attack . 

Recommendation: That unit connrumders maintain a readiness 
posture which is always equal to or higher than that established by the 

.area defense coordinator, but that frequent changes in alert status be 
discouraged. 

e. Item: Counter Mortar Operations 

Discussion: In all cased of mortar attacks on group airfields ~ 
emergency sfamff6y gun teams were : .iamched far counter mortar operations. 

"When used in conjunction with ba.se defense plans these light fire teams 
provide a constant retaliatory, · threat to enemy mortar crews. 

Lesson Learned: Although the effort expended in maintaining 
emergency stan by gun teams is considerable, these aircraft provide a 
val1k~ble means for active defense of installations. 

Recounnendations: That continued use of standby light fire teruns 
be e:nphasized as an integr al part of all base defense activities . 

c r_)/\1+-1DElv-r1.A L 
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3. Logis~ 

~: Aircraft Revetments 

Discussion: Although an· extensive revetment building program 
· had been completed, extensive damage to plrkedaircraft was sustained 

during mortar and rocket atte..cks. Almost all damage to helicopters waa­
·to rotor bl:i.des and wind shields which is, of course, to be expected. 

lessons ·Learned: Aircraft revetments will minimize the effects 
"of shell fragments to the major portion of parked helicopters; however, 
rotor systems and windshields remain vulnerable. 

Reconumndation: That continued emphasis be placed on construction 
of aircraft revetments as necessary protective requirement for all parked 
aircraft. 

FCB. THE COMMANDER : 

/7 /( /) 
__ i;7JJ!Oi'ty\ _ I( 

/ I J .A. BOYD / 
/ 

1 Ma· 1·oc 1 .· I J, ~ 
; / Adjutant 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 

202/223.684

0
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F AMERICAN PRISONERS AND .MISSING IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 
1001 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NORTHWEST, SUITE 919 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20036-5504 UPDATE LINE: 202/659-0133 

Mr. Dick Detra 
202 Visitacion A venue, #3 
Brisbane, CA 94005 

Dear Mr. Detra: 

November 2, 1999 

I appreciate your October 24th fax requesting information related to the April 21 , 1968 helicopter 
incident in South Vietnam, referred to by the US Government as REFNO (Reference Number) 
1138. You are correct that LTC Floyd Warren Olsen, USA, was involved; in fact he was the 
aircraft commander. There were a total of six US Army personnel on the UHlH. In addition to 
LTC Olsen, their names are: 

Creamer, James Edward, E4, passenger 
Johnson, Frankie Burnett, ES, crewchief 
Mackedanz, Lyle Everett, E6, passenger 
Jamerson, Larry Carl, E4, door gunner 

Link, Robert Charles, Wl, pilot 

All of these Americans are still missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War. The 
National League of POW/MIA Families is not an office of record; however, we try to be 
responsive to the degree that family members and others have provided unclassified information. 
In addition, in many cases, with the permission of the next-of-kin, incident information has been 
released publicly through the Library of Congress, a likely place for research into the 
circumstances and current status of US efforts to account for these men. 

I'm enclosing some information on this case that we had in our files and current data on the issue 
that you may find of interest. L TC Olsen' sister is a League member, and other families of the 
crew may be as well. Should you have further questions, please feel free to fax, write or call. 

Enclosures 

;z~ ~~.t!Kf;::---1--
Ann Mills Griffiths 
Executive Director 
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JOINT TA~A .. FORCE- FULL ACCOUN1. ~·c 
CAMP H. M. SMJTH I HA w All 96861-5025 

P.1 

CASE 1138-0-01 THROUGH 06 

NARRATIVE 

ON 21 APRIL 1968, CA?TAIN FLOYD W. OLSEN, WARR/l.NT OFFICER ONE 

ROBERT C. LINK, SPECIALIST FIVE FRAN.KIE B. JOHNSON, JUNIOR, 

SPECIALIST FOUR LARRY C. JAMERSON, STAFF SERGEANT LYLE E. 

MACKEDANZ, AND SPECIALIST FOUR JAMES E. CREA.MER, JU NIOR, WERE 

CREW MEMBERS ABOARD A UH-lH HELICOPTER. THE HELICOPTER, SERIAL 

NUMBER 66-16209, WAS REPORTEQ MISSING WHILE ON A MAINTENANCE 

SUPPORT · MISSION IN THE HUE-PHU BAI AREA, THUA THIEN PROVINCE. 

SEARCH AND RESCUE FORCES Fi\ILED TO LOCATE THE MISSING AIRCRAFT. 

ON 25 M.A'x' 1968, U.S. FORCES LOC.ATED THE TAIL BOOM OF THE MISSING 

AIRCRAFT IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YD481033, 

APROXIM.ATELY 3 0 KILOMET£RS SOUTHWEST OF HUE /1.Ni;> FIVE KILOMETERS 

WEST OF ROUTE 547, THUA THIEN PROVINCE. ON 27 2".i.AY 1968, A GROUND 

TEAM FOUND THE MAIN ROTOR BLAOES ABOUT 200 METERS WEST OF THE 

TAIJ,, BOOM BUT COULD NOT LOCATE THE MAIN CABIN SECTION OF THE 

HELICOPTER. ON 8 MAY 1968, ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

FORCE~ FOUND SPECIALIST JOHNSON'S IDENTIFICATION TAG IN A TRUCK 

APPROXIMATELY ONE KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE TAIL BOO~ WRECK.AGE. 

AMG note from conversation with DPMO: In July, 1993, the incident 
was investigated by JTF-FA. Two witnesses were interviewed and led 
the joint team to the site where the tail boom had originally been 
seen. Very little wreckage was remaining. In that area; during 
wartime, the local population departed and those now present were 
not living in the area at the time of the incident. This incident 
is mentioned in the Group 559 Vietnamese document, accurately 
noting the number of people in the UH-lH helicopter and that all 
6 were dead. The Group 559 document also listed the Vietnamese 
unit which shot down the· helicopter; thus the follow-up is 
unilateral for the SRV to locate documents and/or witnesses related 
to the incident. 



t. ' - • 

OLSEN, FLOYD WARREN 

September 3, 1938 

April 21 , 1968 

South Vietnam 

Thua Thien 

161810N 1071956£ (YD481033) 

UHIH 

On April 21 , 1968, Capt. Floyd W. Olsen, aircraft commander; WOI Robert C. Link, pilot; Sp5 
Frankie B. Johnson, Jr., crew chief; SP4 Larry C. Jamerson, door gunner; SS gt. Lyle E . MacKendanz 
and Sp4 James E . Creamer, passengers; were aboard a UHlH helicopter (serial #66-16209) which 
was flying a combat mission with other aircraft in South Vietnam. The aircraft remained with the 
assault aircraft during most of the operation until it was required to depart from Phu Bai, South 
Vietnam with rigging equipment for a recovery from LZ Zeghel. During the flight, Capt. Olsen 
acknowledged a radio transmission which stated the aircraft's secondary mission, the recovery 
operation at LZ Zeghel, had been canceled because of the tactical situation and inclement weather 
conditions. Following acknowledgment of the canceled mission, the aircraft was lost. Although there 
were several unsuccessful attempts to contact him, and ramp checks of all airfields and camps in the 
area were conducted, no further contact was made with Capt. Olsen. 
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