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CHAPTER I 

A. ORGANIZATION' 
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B. UNIT C1\E3T 

SYMOOLISM 

The golden colored triangle repre$ents a three runway complex on 
an airfield. The quarrel is symbolic ot aircraft using these runways, 
while the two electrical flaa hes allude to an aviation battalion 1 s 
capability to provide a ground control approach and aircraft conmruni­
ca.tions facility. The blue represents the sky. Blue and golden yellow 
are~colors of an aviation battalion. · 

,, 
C. LINEA@ AND HONORS 

The unit baa 'no prior history and has not been awarded. any honors 
to date. 

D. MISSION 

To provide command, control, and administrative supervision for officer 
and enlisted personnel assigned to Headquarters Company. 
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CHAPTER II 

A. UNIT BACKGROUND 

Headquarters and Headquarten Company was firs.-t placed on the 
rolls of the Anny on 7 April 1966. On 1 July 1966, the unit 
was activated at Fort Bragg, North Carolina under General Order 
Number 20, Headquarters, TUSA. The unit was organized under 
TC&E l-76E and authorized 21 officers, 2 warrant officers, and 
86 enlisted men. The unit was first attached to the XVIII 
Airborne CorIS and further attached to the 82d Airborne Di vision 
tor training with the 82d Aviation Battalion at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. On 15 December 1966, the unit was reorganized under 
TC&:E 1-256-F p1rsuant to General Order Number 503, Headquarters, 
TUSA, with no change in authorized strength. On 24 through 26 
October 1966, the unit conducted its first Field Training E>tcereise 
to detennine whether or not it could orerate under field conditions 
with organic personnel and equipnent. The inspection conducted by 
a 'rhird Anny Inspection Team for Unit readiness on 26 October 1966 
produced a "Combat Ready" rating. The unit began preparations for 
overseas deployment in late October 1966. 

B. OVERSEAS MOVllIBNT 

On 6 January 1967, the unit departed Pope Air Foree Base, Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina for San Diego port of embarkation. It 
embarked on the USNS General Nelson M. Walker which sailed on 
7 January 1967. On 28 January 1967, the unit debarked at Vung 
Tau, Rep.iblic of Vietnam. The unit was then assigned to the 
12th Combat Aviation Group, 1st Aviation Brigade on 2$ January 
1967. 

C. IN-COUNTRY BUILDH'G PROGRAM 

UJ:(ln arrival at Cu. Chi on 29 January 1967, the unit found itself 
'With two standing tents and a large dusty piece of ground as its 
new home. Soon after arrival, through the efforts o! all officer 
and enlisted personnel of Headquarters Company, a new company 
area began to take shape. Today, the unit area continues to im­
prove with the addition of many pennanent buildings. (See Appendix 
1) 
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CHAPTER III 

A. COMMAND AND CONTROL 

The following personnel have eonuna.nded Headq\,\arters Compzmy 
since its n~s;anization: 

2... January 1967 - 20 June 1967 

[1.i\RIUS D. GROGG 
CPI, CmlC 
05})69.38 

,L~_}]:gie 1967 - 4 August 1967 

'.•. ;':( ··: .. ~ • ROACH 
~ ~;~ ~ · ·' ARTY 
0~9 6308 

.2..._August 1967 - J January 1968 

ERNEST D. SPRINKEL 
CPT, ARM 
04031071 

4. January 1968 - 17 May 1968 

FRANK T. PETERLDJ 
CPI', ARTY 
05207355 

B. PATHFINDER DETACHMENT: 

The Detachment was fonned at Fort. Bragg, North Carolina, with 
LT Thomas Hacher as its first commander and arrived in Vietnam 
with Headouarters &. Headquarters Company on 28 January 1968. 
Its first field operation was made in Mardh 1967 in suplX)rt or 
Operation Junction City. Since its arrival in country, the 
Detachment has participated in Operations Barking Sands, Diamond 
Head, Kolekole, Atlanta, a.nd Yellowstone. On Operation Yellow­
stone, the 1st Aviation Brigade Commander praised the Detacrment 
highly when he stated "that this operation could not have succeeded 
so well without the outstanding Pathfinder suplX)rt provided". 
During Operation Yellowstone, 32 Pathfinders had been OPCON to the 
Detachment. During the months of February and March 1968, the 
Pathfinders have demonstrated outstanding perfonn:mce of duty while 
engaging in a series or night operations in the III and IV CorPJ 
area.s. 

-4-
·l 
I 
' 
' 

------ !j / 



' . 

~------

... · .. ... : .. :·:~.~;::::~·;":"·~· .. ~.._::-:;.'!~ .. :·~ ., · .. . · .···.:-.::.:: .. ·. · .. · .. · .... ___.,_; ..... < .. :: 

APPENDIX I 

HAWAII._ RO_.;.AD.,;;.._ ____ _ 
I 
I 

I 

I 
r_~ -- ~,· at.~..:tion·--"'" 

1

---·-

I . . ___ roe I 

r--'"'· 

121 . '" f 

-- - ' lit. I 
I Oj 
1_ 

L_ f~.t§onnel I 

1 ·· -~1 0 D [_j -~I 
-' o~_ FICERS AREA Li. ·f1J 

·· - -. --- - ~ 
I_ _ _J l_j_ l-J 

i;:.r.LISTED MEN Is AREA 

i. ·1 !_ - 1 ,- · ___ - 'TI ~-' 
. 'ril r--·-·; ( :·-: 1 ____ ,r -r-1 .j.:i .... :~o 

' 11 __ _ _1 Li I I I ~ 

r--. / 
A~ 

0 -,-, 

tt LJ 
-~· ... 

CP BkrW 
SGM 0 

D r1 
. ~~li_-j ~l 

'---

I 
I 
l 
l 
I 
i . ! 

,)' __ ...... _ 

r-··-,_ \ "- ~ 
! 'l'WA I '1 (~ 
I ,~-· ! i I ·--' 
: 
1 I 

-·-~·~ .. __ 

I -- . 
· ... I (-:--.__ 

I • 
! . 
\ . 

" 



I 

~~~ .. l 
\0\ ... 
("<)\ 
"'' ~· :.. 
~! 

· ~ t 
~~ 

VI 

VI 

~ 
0 

•.-l 
µ 
u 
~ 
(/) 

~ 

'° I.fl 
I") 
N 
.-I 

f6 
~ 
IJ.l 
i::; 

§ 
(ij 

fil 
0... 

fU 
H 
u.. 
H 
(/) 

~ 
h3 

~ 
µ 
cd 
0 
~ 

~ 

s 

., 

• 
~ 

.J 

J~ 
c!J"'.~ .~. 

e:. ·:;.i 
r--
.._ ...... :t 
;:.;~.~:... 
" $ ~J 
Cf.: 
-...-~ .... - . 1,,..; 

1.t ', 

HTilADQUARTERS EUILD:mG 
1 Main EntrE!Il.ce 
2 Message Center 
3 Pe:tfi:!-0nnel Section 
4 S4 ...nd Maintenance Sections 

5 ~aticn Safety Officer 
6 S1 Ado:i.nistrative Section 
7 S1 and Exacuti ve Of:ficer 
8 Commanding Of:ficer 

.,,...·' ·-

-~-...,__ __ _ 

,_----· -. i r i . 10 1 . 

---------- I I I 
~---------------. ___ _ 

·9 S2 Security Area 
10 S3 Section 
11 Briefing Roora 
12 Space occupied by Eatta].:i.on Opera; :f-Ons 

Center (ti.mber-and .. sandbag bunker) 

(;.'~ 0 / ' ·1 
i I 

-·---- ./ 

--------

Inclosure 4 tc ORI.I., 269th Cbt Avn Bn, Jan-Apr 67 

l,__ ..:__, ··------· 
-.-· -·-~ --~r..........._..,.-,.. .. -.-· -.--.-..--.. 7"· -f'"'._,,._ __ . ___ ,__ .... . r-.---.. --·--

· ·---------.~-··- ·--- ... ·--.-,--...... ----·--·· .. - .. ,_ .. ,.r • .. 

. . -·--.----..... ··--·--:----...... --·-,..--~-~------------r--.-.... '• :r· 



~;;;-

\

'I ;t:,. 
\01 
""I '' JL "", ~, 

I 

~ 

~ 
i) 
' I 
) 
,1 
I ., 
I 

,1 
,• ,, 
"• 
~: 

~: 

~\\T i;_\ 
~ -
0 
·ri 

tl 
Q) Q) 

U) µ .. 
'° Vl 
t'"'I 
N 
....... 

I 
~ ; 
ffi 
0.. 

fa 
H 
ii. 
H 
U) 

j 
w -

td 
Cl .. 

~ 

s 

:ti:"·- • Inclosure 1 

' 

..---------'---··------
116th 

Assault Holfoc _, ~.Jr 
Conp:i.-,y 

MAJ Charles B Franklin 
Artillecy 
Comm.anding 

269th 
Combo.t 11.vi::i.tion 

Batto.lion 

LTC Jomas H Merryi;wi 
Jnillo:ry 
Conrull1ding 

188th 
Asso.ult Helicopter 

Company 

._______ .. 
LTC John H McWhorter, Jr 

Inf antcy 
Commanding 

.----·-----'---·-· --· 

18'7th 
Assault Helicopter 

Company 

·-, 

21st 
Reconrurl.ssnnco .Airplane 

Company 

'"' MAJ Ernest C Strum 
Corps of Engineers 

Co:rnmGlllding 

·---
242d 

Assa.ult Support 
Helicopter 

Company 

--------------! ..--------------~-------· ... 
LTC Willian F Ba.ul!lo.n 

Ini'mitry 
Commonding 

LTC Paul L Stnnsel 
Amor 
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AVBACA-F- SA 

DEPARTHENT OF TlIB ARHY 
BEAD1~U.A1.l.TERS, 269'rI{ COl'.IBAT AVIATION :BA'l'TALION 

JJ?O San Francisco 96266 
"DISCIPLINillD PROFESSIONALS" 

SU'.BJECT: Unit History Annual Supplement 

TI-ffiU: ·manding Officer 
12th Com a" 
APO 96266 

TO: 8th Hilitary fil3fory Detachment 
HQ, 1st Aviation :Brigade 
APO 96386 

1. Forwarded for ~{Olli'.' files. 

19 February 1971 

2. Inclosed are thxee (3) copies each of the supplements for the 25th Corps 
Aviation Company, the 213th Assault Support Helicopter Company and the 242d 
Assault Support Helicopter Company; all subordinate units of the 269th Combat 
Aviation Battalion. 

FOR THE COI•TI·1ANDER: 

3 Incl 
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C'.i?T, C.E 
Asst Adj 
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7 April 66 

12 Sep 66 

1, 2 Nov 66 

16 Nov 66 

23 Nov 66 

UNCIASSlflED · 
CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS(l>) 

Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment, 269th .A.viat:fon 
Battallion first constituted (Letter, OCMH DA, Subj i 
History of 269th Aviation Battalion, 26 Jul 66). 

(GO 220, Third 1B A:rr:ry, 2 Jul 66, as anended by GO 279, f' 

Third m ~. 14 Jul 66 and GO 460, Third W A.rrq 
16 Nov 66). Further attached to -~~~~!11111111•• 
(GO 94, Hq XVIII Abn Corps/Ft Bragg, 1 Jul 66) • 

Overseas movement order received (less port date) 
(Hq XVIll Ahn Corps/Ft B~g, LO 1965, Subjs MOVEMENT· 
FERMA.NENT CHANGE OF STATION OF ORGANIZATION/UNIT, 12 Sep 66). 

Battalion Hea.dqum:ters and Hee.dqua.rters Deta.chmnt coz:r. 
-leted operational. readiness test. 

Received final covament -direoti ve (Msg, Third US ArrrJ, 
Subj• Final Moveoent Order, 241937z Oct 66). 

Beoei ved port call for unit equipment. 

5 & 6 Deo 66 Unit equipnmt (11 Z" shipoent) shipped :f'l:oom Fort Brv;g,7 .. 

16 Deo 66 

29 Dec 66 

6 Jan 67 

7 Jan 67 

16 Jan 67 

17 Jan 67 

Eeceived port call for personnel and red circle ~T (.YJSg, 
Comdr WAMTMJ.'S, Oakland, Calif, Subj i Personnel Port Call 
Unit &. TAT Equ:ipt, 161930Z Dec 66) • ..-

' 
Received order reorganizing unit under Ml'OE 1-256F (GO 50}, 
Third m Arey, 15 Dec 66). · 

Main body depaxted Fort Bragg by chartered aircraf·~ :·. ,:;:r. 
San Diego. 

Main bo".1.J~ depa:rtud CON"'JS aboard WNS General Nelson M 
Walker. 

Advance party departed Fort Bragg by commercial air f(•r 
Travis AFB. 

Advance party departed COmJS aboard chartered aircraft; 
arrived Bien Hoa, RVN, sane date. 

~ • ~ ~ '- • • • ~ r • 

.... - • w - - ~ - -

111•···.t:oo 491, WARY, 1 Feb 67). 
••••lllll•••••••••(GO 459, 1st Avn Bde, 
6 Feb 67). 
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