DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
A Company, 4" Battalion, 3" Aviation Regiment
3" Infantry Division
APO AE 09378

AFZP-VX-D-ACO 8 February 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

SUBJECT: Alpha Company RSOI and Battle Roster for Operation Iraqi Freedom III

1. Alpha Company Spiders completed Reception, Staging, Onward movement and Integration
on 8 February 2005. The company sent two soldiers on Advanced Party on 17 January 2005
(CW3 Doug Dickens and CW2 Jerry Emmons) to help receive and re-configure aircraft at Port.
The company arrived in mass on 25 January 2005 at Kuwaiti International Airport, and relocated
to Camp Buering at Udari. The company dawned the re-designed Spider Flight Patch for the
deployment. SGT Edgar Alvarado designed the patch free-hand during a Mission Readiness
Exercise at the Joint Readiness Training Center. The patch is oval in shape, and pays tribute to
the 188" Assault Helicopter Company (Black Widows), where this unit traces its heritage. The
Spiders formed again in May 2004 (the first combat deployment of the Spiders since Vietnam) as
a result of Re-flagging due to aviation transformation. The unit, previously designated as the
Black Widows of 9-101" Airborne Division (Air Assault), became the Alpha Company Spiders
of the 4™ Battalion, 3™ Aviation Regiment, 3™ Infantry Division. The Black Widow lineage
moved to C/4-101%. CPT Jason Blevins (Black Widow 6 Ancient), with the permission of Mr.
Dick Detra (Spider Alumni POC), is credited for maintaining the 188" AHC Black Widow
lineage by adopting the Spider gun platoon call sign. He became the first Spider CO of the new
era. CPT Blevins changed command to CPT Carl Preciado on 30 July 2004, The new Spider
Assault Helicopter Company was generally the same size of the Vietnam Era Gun Platoon. It
had ten UH-60L Blackhawk Helicopters and 41 Personnel. Of the 41 personnel, 29 were 9-101%
Black Widow combat veterans of 9-101% Aviation Regiment during OIF 1. These are their
names:

SGT Edgar Alvarado, CW2 Neil Austin, SGT Randall Beyer, SPC Joshua Branum, CW3 Greg
Clore, SPC Daniel DiMarco, CW2 Keith Eller, CW2 Jerry Emmons, CW2 Joel Fonseca, CW2
Edward Griffie, SPC Shaun Hancock, SPC Jason Harrison, SGT Dennis Hart, CW2 Frank
Hillenberg, CW2 Mark Jackson, SPC Joshua Kammerdiener, CW2 Jeffery Metter, SFC Ryan
Miller, SGT Joseph Navarrete, SGT Preston Rader, SPC Corey Rhodes, CW2 Thomas Russo,
SPC Nathan Schmidt, CW2 Evan Shipton, SPC Christopher Thomspon, CW2 Gregory Thomsen,
SPC Justin Wagner, SPC Ronnie Wilson, CPL Jason Young.

Other Spiders who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom | with adjacent units:

SGT Aaron Downey of 4-101%, SGT Joseph Howard of 6-101%, SPC Sheldon Hoesli of 8-101%,
1SG Charles Silver of 7-101*.



The following Spiders were first time soldiers to OIF. These are their names:

1LT Damion Calvert, CW2 Benjamin Carter, CW3 Doug Dickens, CW2 John Hurt, CPT Carl
Preciado, 1LT Thomas Stillwell, SFC Christopher Wood.

2. Air Movement to Taji, Iraq (vic. Baghdad) was planned and executed on 8 February 2005,
The Spiders were part of an Assault Helicopter Battalion conducting a relief in place of the 2-
227" Aviation Regiment (Lobos) of the 1* Cavalry Division.

3. POC i1s the undersigned.

CARL A. PRECIADO
CPT, AV
Commanding



