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/\ . HEADQUARTERS .
II PIELD FORCE VIERTRAK
APO Ssn Prancieco 96266
AVFEC-H 18 September 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Qunrtorly Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CSPOR-65) (U)

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTICN

SECTION I
SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES

1. (C) COMMUND:

a., During the last quarter there were four major changes in
command and staff, II FFORCEV.

(1) On 14 May Major General Frederick C., Weyand became
Acting Commanding General, II FFCRCEV. General WEyand Wes—previously
the Deputy Commanding General of II FFCRCEV. He replaced Lieutenant
General Bruce Palmer, Jr. who was made Deputy Commanding General, U.S.
, vietnam: y General Weyand was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant General and was appointed Commanding General, II FFORCEV.

{(2) On 1 June Major General George S. Eckhardt became the
Deputy Commanding General, II FFORCEV. General Eckhardt was previously
the Commanding General, 9th Infantry Division. He had commanded that
unit since 28 September 1965.

(3) On 15 June Mr John Vann assumed the duties of Deputy
for Civil Operations and Revolutionary Development Support (CORDS) with
I1 FFPORCEV. Mr Vann previously held the position of Ragion III Director,
Office of Civil Operations (0CO).

(4) On 15 June Mr Thomas S. Jones assumed the duties of
Assistart Chief of Staff, CORDS. His office at the general staff level,
was redesignated Chief, Joint Planning Group, II FFGRCEV on 1 July (Para
1c, below). Mr Jones had been the Senior Civilian Advisor to the 33d
Division Tactical Area (ARVN). He had held thst position since December
1966,

b. During the reported quarter there was a major reorganiszation
for Civil Operations and Revolutionary Development Support (CCRDS) within
the 1I1 Corps Tactical Zone., By direction of USHACV, the organisatiom
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AVFBC-H . 18 September 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

and functions of HQ II FFORCEV, III Corps Advisory Group and the Office
of Civil Operations (OCO), Region III have been revised to provide single
manager direction of all US Civil/Military Revolutionary Development (RD)
activities in the III Corps Tactical Zone. Under this conceot, the
Commanding General, II FFORCEV assumed single manager diroction of US RD
support in the III CTZ. The significant features of this new organigzation
are outlined in a II FFORCEV letter, dated 15 June 1967 (Incl 1).

¢. As a result of thia reorganization for CORDS, a new section
was added to the II FFORCEV General Staff on 1 July 1967. This new section
is called the Joint Planning Group (JPG). A II FPORCEV publication, dated
6 July 1967 (Incl 2) explains the staff relationships, organization and
functions of this section.

d. The overall assigned/attached strength of II FF(RCEV decreased
during this quarter. The reduction in the number of officers and enlisted
men is a result of some units being overstrength in the previous quarter.

A comparison at the end of the last four reporting periods follows:

DATE | OFFICER WARRANT OFFICER ENLISTED MER
31 Oct 66 205 29 1450
31 Jan 67 346 39 3107
30 Apr 67 359 36 3503
31 Jul 67 332 37 3218

e, II FFORCEV Troop List, to include deployment dates and location,
is shown in Inclosure 3.

f. II FPCRCEV Order of Battle, to include location and the control
headquarters, is showr. in Inclosure 4.

g. A sketch showing the III Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ) with major
unit CP locations is shown in Inclosure 5. Inclosure 6 is a sketch of the
IV CTZ.

2, (POUO) PERSONNEL, HEALTH, MORALE AND DISCIPLINE:

a, The personnel situation within units assigned, attached or
under operationsl control of II FFORCEV remains satisfactory. The TOE
und 'r wal:h the headquarters is organized does not provide sufficient
psrsonnel nscessary to adequately accomplish the mission in a counter-
insurgency environment. A MTOE has been submitted; however, until action

2
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SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
(RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

is taken to approve the additional spaces requested, obtaining personnel
to man the headquarters will continue to be a major problem.

b. A TAC CP was established on 10 July 1967 for test snd evaluation.
Inclosure 7 shows a functional TAC CP area and a list of requirasd psrsonnel
to operate it. -

¢. Development of the base camp continued satiasfactorily. The
headquarters was transferred to commercial electric power from Long Binh
Post in July 1967. A Special Services swimming pool was opened on 10
~June 1967, and a water storage tank was installed to provide running water
in the area. Minor constructicn and area improvement continued, Initial
preparation was made for construction of officer BOQ.

d. During the quarter, the following reductions were made in the
Local National Labor Force. S

CATEGORY OF WORKER AUTH 30 APR 67 AUTH 31 JUL

Direct Hire ' 184 : 184
Daily Hire 307 190

This reduction will reduce piaster expenditures but will impede self-help
construction and area improvement.

e, The health of the command continues to be excellent.
f. Troop morale continues to be high. Activities include:

(1) Completion of a softball tournament and initiation of
a volleyball league.

{2) A total of 11 USDO shows visited the command during tle
past quarter,

3. (C) INTELLIGENCE AND COUNTERINTELLIGENCE:

a. One major operation was conducted by direction of this
headquarters during the reporting period. The intelligence information
on which this operation was based and the results have been summarised.
Enenmy losses listed are total losses as of the close of tlie opsration.

Operation MANHATTAN:
(1) Intelligence aspects. The area of interest fof'

3
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900 cans milk, 47 sampans, 1 rice grinder, 33 RPC-2 rounds, 133 shaped
. charges, 32 claymore kits, clayqore wire, 1 barge, 1 ox truck,
t truck transmission, 0 gal winw, ;

b., Intelligen ollecti
‘ (Y) The II FFCRCEV Intelligence Collection Plan which was

published on.28 Jan 67, outlines tasks for subordinate units and the DsA,
III Corps. A primary objective of the plan is the bilateral exchange of
information at the lowest level. The plan stresses liaison and cooperation

between US/FWMAF units (division through battalion) and advisors to
corresponding ARVN/GVN orcanimatinna. A1l wm—— " --- tiiis focnd mmawin

vt T 2. Equipment Captured: 4L4O.5 tons rice, 15 canteon
covers, 1 starlight scope, 614 SA;, 14 crew-served weapons, 4 .50 cal bar- -
rels, 1 M79 rd, 452 crimp ctg, ! grenade launcher, 3200 blasting caps,

2 civilian radios, 2 unk type radios, 1 civ walkie-talkie, 1 US EE8
telephone, 1 US 7A312 telephone, ¥ CHICOM telephone, 2 radio headsets,

1 tape recorder, ! 1b of radic parts, 250 radio tubes, 3 mie, 1 KT178/

ARC 27 radio, 2 PC-10 radios, ! R625/ARN3% radio, 12,5 1b demolition,

60 cases TNT. Sl uniforms, 3 sewing machines, Y00 time bombs, 22 clay-
mores, 30 HPG=2 nds, 55 rolls sheet metal, 3 booby traps, L4 bicycles,
L41,5 1b documents, 45 1b mail, ¥ case M{6 ammdnition, 1 holster, 700
packagos transistors, 253 mines, 7 CBU, 1031 grenades, 600 rifle grenade
castings,; 10 grenade castings, 2 US generators;, 1 diary, 10 bottles
penicillin; 2 alumirum drill presses, 1 barrel carbide, 9 outboard

‘engines, 4 US protective masks, 6 VC protective masks, ! soldering torch,

5 1b rivets, 12 oxcarts, 3 rice milling machines, 1 blood pressure gauge,
196 1b clothing; 642,.5 1b medical supplies, 1 astethoscope, 24 syringes,
3991 artillery and mortar rounds; 1600 mortar primers, 193 rounds SA ammo,
600 ft electrical wire, i typewriter, 1000 piasters, 200 bolts c¢loth,

1 wristwatch, 3 flags. 1 compass, 637 batteries, 56L0 ft communication
wire, 1 ice box, 9 sampans, 2 printing presses, 20 tons of salt, 510
sheets tin, 200 ft det cord, 2.5 tons cement, 3000 cans milk, 35 blankets,
and ! rowboat. ’

3. Equioment Destroyed: 513,9 tons rice, 2057
1b salt, 5.4 tnns whea*t, 60 bags cement, 117 booby traps, 137 c¢laymores,
1924 grenad2s, 2027 bunkers, 376 military structures, Y11 tunnels, 64
claymore castings, 87 fuzes, 4 mortar round castings, 25 grenade castings,
6 rockets. 3L bangalore torpedces, 314 mines, 22%L artillery and mortar
rounds, 306 (BU, 37 bcmbs. 263,006 rounds small armes ammunition, 39
bicyclies, 57 M?9 rounds, 594 1b clsthes; 2780 1b dried fish, 915 ft det
cord, Y000 buarlap bags, 2 typewriters, 2 outboard engines, 3 anvils,
1 sledge hammer, 30 umrforms. 2146 1b explosives, 130 gal POL products,
305 sheets tin; ' lathe, ' chalk board, 650 gal cooking oil, 25 canteens,
1 printing set, 1 generator. 7530 1b fertilizer, 500 1b carbonate, 300
1b lime; 1500 1b cement, 3272 blasting caps, 1500 1b beans, 50 1lb peanuts,
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900 cans milk, L7 sampans, 1 rice grinder, 33 RPG-2 rounds, 133 shaped
. charges, 32 claymore kits, ¢laymore wire. 1 barge, 1 ax truck,
1 truck transmission, ;

b., Intelligen
! (1) The II FFORCEV Intelligence Collection Plan which was

patlished on. 28 Jan 67, outlines tasks for subordinate units and the DSA,
I11 Corps. A primary objective of the plan is the bilateral exchangs of
informaticn at the loweat level. The plan stresses liaison and cooperation
between US/FWMAF units (division through battalion) and advisors to
corresponding ARVN/GVN organizations., All provinces have formed provin-
cial intelligence coovdination centers (PICC) in which GVN; ARVN, National
Police, Para-military Forces and US/FWMAF are represented. A revision

to the intelligence collection plan was published on {1 June; realigning
the unit intelligence coliection areas (ICA) to correspond with their
tactical area of intersst {TAOI). The coordination of intelligence
collection efforts with ARVN and ARVN agencies hes consisted also of an
effort to integrate all such activities and the reaction thereto at the
district level in a mechanism known as District Operations and Intslligence
Coordinating Centers {DOICC}. The agencies-involved include the existing
S2 and his intelligence and reconnaissance platcon plus the Police
Special Branch, Census Grievance Program; the Provincial Reconnaissance
Unit, the Revolutionary Davelopment Program and others of the Military
Services involved significantly in the particular district. Five pilot
efforts are under way, one or two in each division tactical area and one
in the Capital Military District. Plans call for ail of the districts

in the II FFORCEV area to be coveysd within approximzvely five months

at a rate of about Y0 per month.

(2) Coordination of Intelligence Activities: With the move
of Headquarters USARV to the Long Binh area in July 1967, it was obvious
that additional steps were required Lo ensure close coordination among
intelligence agenzies in the Bien Hoa - Long Binh area The arrival of
the USARV intelligence detachment (7024 MIT) brought the number of
military intelligence agencies in the ar-a to a toval of nine elements
reportirg to five different nsaiquarters. 3ince II FFORCEY is responsible
for the tactical security of the entire zrea it was essentiar that a mesns
be provided to permit the lateral dizsemination of intellizence information
at the lowest level to ensure its timeiy reporting. Within the existing
cormand siructures a central point for the exchange of informeticn and
irnformal roordination of operational activity is to pe escablished at
the 219th MID, 1I FFMRCEV. Tnis ceater will permnit members ¢l both the
mlitars and eivilian intelligence community to exchange intelligence
informati-n and operatioral data for the conduct of operatisns with

6
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minimum overlap and duplication. It is expected that the center will
also provide a mmtual support capability through pooling of assets as
the operationsl need requires. All information developed by any of the
participating agencies will be available to HQ, II FFORCEV for reaction
by tactical elements as appropriate.

¢, Description and Recapitulation of Enemy Order of Battle,

(1) Description, The Central Office of South Vietnam (COSVN)
38 the supreme military/political headquarters for the VC in South Vietnam,
The VC divide the territory of both North and South Vietnam into military
regions. All of Military Region I, IV and the Rung Sat Special Zone
(Group 10) lie inside the III CTZ. Two provinces of Military Region X,
one province of Military Region VI and one province of Military Region _
II are also located in III CTZ. Existing boundaries are shown in Inclosure 8.

(a) Military Region I includes the VG Provinces of
Tay Ninh, Thu Dau Mot ard Ba Bien. Formerly known as Eastern Nambo, it is
also known as T1, Yt and MR 7.

(b) Military Region IV includes the Saigon-Gia Dinh
area and is also known as IL, Y4, T4 and the Saigon-Gia Dinh Special Zone.

{¢) In 1966 the Rung Sat Zone was known as Military
Region X or T10., However, when Quang Duc, Phuoc Long and Binh Long
were organized into a new Military Region X, it was redesignated as
Grcup 10,

(d) In Octobsr 1966, Rear Service Group 8l was reported
to have organized a ceremony in Xuyen Moc District (GVN Phuoc Tuy
Province) to celebrate the formation of Ba Bien Province, Ba Blen is
believed to include U1, Bien Hoa, Ba Eia, Long Khanh and a portion of War
Zone "DV,

{2) sSignificant Order of Battle Developments,

(a) It appears that the 8LA NVA Artillery Regiment
has been subordinated to the 69th Artillery Hegiment, thus upgrading the
69th to an artillery command. The 69th Artillery Command is the artillery
command for COSVN; “herefore, it coordinates the artillery fire support
to the VC/NVA infantry elements subordinate to COSVN. A letter captured
on 6 April 1967 (vic XT546550) by elements of the 25th US Infantry Divi-
sion contained a request for assistance in locating a VC deserter. The
letter was from the CO of Unit 724 (Infiltration number of 8LA Artillery
Regiment). The heading of the letter indicates that this unit is sub-
ordinate to the 69th Artillery Regiment.

7
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(b) Documents captured during Operation JUNCTION CITY
1ndicate the existence of a 48th Transportation Battalion subordinate
to COSVN. It is operating in Tay Ninh Province. The battalion consists
of 235 men and is equipped with axcarts, pack bicycles and has- access
to trucks, An expenditure estimate for 1967 cited expenditures in both
SVN Piasters and Cambodian Riels which indicates that the unit conducts
transportation across the border from Cambodia to South Vietnam.

(¢) A personal notebook that belonged to an unidentified
cadre member wask captured in Phuoc Long Province by an ARVN unit. The
notebook contained entries during the period 22 October to 7 December 1966
concerning VC efforts and techniques to be employed in gaining control of
the population in contested areas primarily in Binh Long, Phuecc Long and
Quang Duc Provinces. To accomplish this mxission, Military Region T-10
was formed. It consisted of Binh Long, Phuoc Long and Quang Duc Provinces.
The Tth NVA Division was assigned to this military region. The mission
of Military Region 10 is to establish the largest and safest base area for
the SVN RevoluZzion, safeguard communication routes betwsen SVN and NVN by
insuring security in the Vietnamese and Cambodian border areas and to expand
guerrilla warfare in the GVN Land Development Areas. The new military
region is also lmown as the Southwestern Highlands Military Region.

(d) The existence of the 50th Training Battalion of
the 5th VC Division has been confirmed in the III CTZ. According to
rallier Nguyen Son Hai, Group 50 Training School (50th Training Battalion)
was first formed around February 1964, and has been in operation sporad-
ically since then. The mission of the school is to train squad leaders
to become platoon leaders or assistant platoon leadsrs. The studenis
of the school are made up entirely of perscnnel from the 5th VG Divisicen
and cadre of Ba Bien Province. The course is three months in duration
and is designed to improve the students® ability to apply combat techniques
to certain situations such as attacks upon a stronghold, ambushes and
raida. The battalion is believed to be presently located in the May Tao
Mountain ares of Phuoc Tuy Province,

{e) The 24th VC AA Battalion of the 9th VC Division
was formerly carried as a possible unit and subsequently dropped by 03
holdings because of the confirmation of a 24th VC AA Baitalion in the 5th
VC Division; however, it has since bzen picked up again as a probable
unit in the III CTZ. Detailed analysis of capturec documents indicates
that there are probably two units in existence with the desifmation 2Lth
AA Battalion in thia Corpa area.

{f) Based on rallier reports, PW reports and numerous
agent reports, it is belisved that the 5th VC Division may possibly be

8
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forming a third regiment composed almost entirely of NVA personnel. The
unit designation and locaticn are unknown. One report places the regiment
in War Zone "D" and another places the unit, at least in part, in north-
eastern Phuoe Tuy Province. It may be that advance elements of the

regiment are in Phuoe Tuy preparing for the arrival of the main body.

The combat effectiveness of the new unit is unknown, At present, the -
ralliers claim that the new regiment is ron-operational, and the possibiliiy
exists that the personnel of the new unit will be absorbed by the other

two regiments of the 5th Division as replacements,

: (g) Three company-sized units cf Military Region IV have
been dropped from order of battle holdirgs for lack of evidence of their -
continued existence, The units are the G-6U0 Company of Thu Duc District,
the C21 Company of Gu Chi District and the C22 Company of Biph Tan District.
The combined strength of the units was estimated to be 230 men.  Nons of
the units have been identified in contact since II FFORCEV Headquarters

has been in Vietnam.

(h) Various sources indicate that a simplification of
the command structure may have taken place in Military RegionII, A
document capturad on 17 May 1967 by the 25th US Infantry Division in
Han Nghia Provinee, published by Military RagionIl Headquarters, was
addressed to the 26is% Battalion, 263d Battalipn, 269th Battalion and to
Doc Chien I (aka Dong Thap I). There was no reference to Dong Thap II
Regiment which was considered to be the parent organization of ths 267th
ard 268th Battalicns, Analysis of the movements of thess battalions reflects
an independence with respect to one another and reveals no particular co-
ordination between them as might te expected if they were actually grouped
into regimental formations. Reports amd correspondence apparently flow
directly from battalion to military region with no intervening head-
quarters, It is doubtful that the Dong Thap II Regiment now exists es
an identifiable unit.

(3) Recapitulation.

(a) The VC provinces in III CTZ control 37 local force
companies and 26 local force platoons.

(b) Within the III CTZ there are six local force
battalions subordinate to the six districts of Military Region IV and
six confirmed local force battalions subordinate to the provinces of
Military Regions I and II:

GONFIDENTIAL
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Local Force BEn Subordination

2d Ba Go Mon District/MR IV
3d Bn D1 An District/MR IV
4th Bn Thu Duc District/MR IV
5th Bn ' Kha Be District/MR IV
6th Bn Binh Tan District/MB IV
7th Bn Cu Chi District/MR IV
DLL5 Bn Ba Bien Provinece/MR I

' (GVN Phuoc Tuy Prod'.nco)
24 Independent Bn Long An Province/MR II
506th Bn Long An Province/MR II
24 Guard Bn ' Yay Ninh Province/MR I
t4th Ba _ Tay Ninh Province/MR I
Phu Loi Bn Thu Dsu Mot Province/MR I

{(GVE Binh Duong Province)

{¢) There are nine VC main force battalions, five VC
main force regimsnts and one VC command operating in the III CTZ:

YC Main Porce Unit Subordination
Dong Nai Bn MR I

267th Bn MR II

269th Bn MR II

1st Bn MR IV

8th Artillery Bn MR IV

C10 Sapper Ea MR IV

10
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operating in

1st Guard Bn

46th Recon BEn

1st Bn/66th Base Security Regt
2718t Regt

272d Regt

273d Regt

274th Regt

275th Regt

69th Artillery Command

CO3VN
COSVN
COSVR
9th Div
9th Div
9th Div
5tk Div
5th Div

SOSVN .
!

(d) There is one NVA battalion and three NVA regiments

the III CTZ: -
RVA Unit

725th Sniper Bn
165th Regt
1418t Regt
1015t Regt

Subordination
COSVR

7th Div

7th Div

Tth Div

(e) See Inclosure 9 for a sketch inap of enemy unit
locations in III CTZ as of 31 July.

(£) There are seven VC local force battalions and
fouxr VC main force battalions in the 9th US Infantry Division's current
area of operations in the IV CTZ:

v Unit
501st LF Bn
5024 IF Bn
504th LF Bn

1R
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YC Unit Subordination

D509th LF Bn Vinh Binh Province/MR III
514th LF Bn Dinh Tuong Province/MR II
516th LF Bn Kien Hoa Province/MR II
D857th LF Bn : Vinh Long Province/MR III
261st MF Bn Dong Thap 1 Regt/MR II
2634 MF Bn Dong Thap 1 Begt/MR II
306th MF Bn . MR II

518th MF Bn MR II

{g) See Inclosure 10 for a sketch map of enemy unit
locations in IV CTZ as of 31- July. -

(4) Summary of Racent Activities:

{(a) During this reporting period, the VC/KVA units
subordinate to COSVN in the III CTZ began their "Monsoon Offensive" against
FWMAF installations and troop concentrations., The offensive was delayed
because of increased friendly patrolling, H and I fires and air atrikes,

(b) The 5th VC Div has split its forces. It has sent
the 24 and 3d Bn of the 275th Regt to War Zone "D" for reindoctrination
and refitting, The 1st Bn of the 275th Regt has been left with the Div
HQ elements but is under the operational control of the Z74th Regt in the
May Tao Mountain area of Phuoc Tuy Frovince. ‘The two battalions of the
275th Regt have been delayed from rejoining the rest of the division by
recent combat losses in War Zone "D" and by the presence of a ccncentiation
of Allied forces conducting Operation PADDINGTON in easter: Phuoc Tuy
Province. Operation FAIRFAX has effectively eliminated ths division's
traditional base area in the Hat Dich area. With ite pressnt dispeosition
the 5th VC Div poses a threat to US/GVN installations in southern Long
Khanh Province, eastern Bien Hoa Province and Phuoc Tuy Province,

(¢) The exact disposition of the 7th KVA My i: nn-

known at the present time. The division moved into War Zora "C" in May,
and continued to secure the area through June and July. This allowed the
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9th VC Div to move its area of operation to Binh Long, Thu Dan Mot and

Bien Hoa Provinces. However, on 11 July, the 141st Regt, supported by the
52d VC Arty Bn, attacked the 24 Bde, 9th Div (ARVN) in Binh Long Province
{XT793888). The attack was poorly conceived and conducted. ' This was ~°
probably the result of relative inexperience of the regiment, and it proved
to be quite costly. The VC losses were 1AL KIA, and 10 VCC The operation
indicates that the 7th NVA Div may be shifting some of its maneuver forces
into the Binh Long Province area. The 101st Regt and the 165th Regt have
continued to secure War Zone "C%"; and -y their presenze pose a threat to
Special Forces and CIDG elements in the area,

(d) The 9th VC Mv is in an offensivs posture to launch
multi-regimental operations with 122mm rocket support from the 84A Arty
Regt, 69th VC Arty Command. On 12 May, the 273d Regt used its organie
mortars and recoilless rifles to provide security for elements of the 8LA
Arty Regt while they attacked the bBien Hoa Airbase. On 27 and 29 July,
the 9th’'VC Div conducted six rocket and mortar attacks against US/GVN
installations in Thu Daw Mot Province. Rocket attacks occurred at Phu
Loi and Phuoc Vinh. The elements of the division believed to have been
involved are the 271st and 273d Regiments. It is probable that the prime
target of the 9th VC Div was the Bien Hca ~ Long Binh Complex with secondary
targets of Phu Loi, Phuoc Vinh, Lai Khe, Tan Uyen and the 4/8th ARVN Com~
pound (XT805191) in Thu Dau Mot Province. Wnen the imminence of the
attack on the Bien Hoa -~ Long Binh Complex begame apparent in the latter
part of July and friendly defensive measures were taken, the VC division
concentrated on its secondary targets. All of the sttacks conducted by
the 9th VC Div and cvordinated with the 84LA Arty Regt were characterized
by a high degree of coordination and reconnaissance in depth. The 9th VC
Div is the oldest in the Corps area, and its regiments have had more combat,
experience than the other main force units in the III CTZ, With the ad-
dition of the rocket capability provided by the 8LA Arty Regt, the 9th VC
Div is possibly the most potent COSVN maneuver force.,

(e) During this reporting period, the battalions of Mil-
itary Region IV have remained in a relatively defensive posture. The nine
battalions subordinate to that military region now possess the capability
for only limited offensive operations against FWMAF installations and troop
concentrations due to increased combat losses and the iack of available
local recruitment caused by increasing GVN rural pacification,

(5) Tactics:

{¢) An enemy document captured during Operation JUNCTION
CITY 3%ated that largur scale attacks would be conducted during 1967 than
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in the‘previous year, Heavy losses sustained by VC main force units during
operations JUNCTION CITY and ATTLEBORO limited their activities to refitting
and training during most .of June and early July. However, rscent attacks
conducted by eslements of the 5th VC Div, 7th NVA Div and 9th VC Div in Binh
Long, Thu Dau Hot and Ba Bien indicate that the VC still intend to mount
regimental-~sized attacks in the coming months.

(b) A document dated 10 Apr 67, states that the enemy
intends to implement "The Four-Front Attack®™ plan in the III CTZ. This
plan consists of political attack, using the enemy to dertroy the enemy,
increasing proselyting activities among enemy troops and civil servants
and intensifying military attacks. This gives credence to the belief that
the VC regard 1967 as the year of "The Grand Offensive.”

(¢) For other tactical trends of the enemy gee Inclosure 11.

d, VC Battle Losses:

Msy &7

VC KIA VC KIA  DETAI- " BLDG  TONS

(Bc) (PoSS) PH NEES  SA HVWPNS RD AMMO MD DEST RICE

1,342 525 66 655 598 14 551,395 728 1,020 655,30
1,660 732 63 1,397 3T 22 43,706 526 87  168.15

suly 67 |

1,333 495 15k 3,232 2 2 29,562 561 1,066 _37.75
Le335 1,752 283 5,284 1,203 58 624,643 1,815 2,960 961,20

The actual strength of main force units cannot be equated to Lattle field
losses because of two variables. llormally, svpporting and local rforce

units accompany main force units into tattle, and the dsad cannot te

sorted according to unit. Secondly, there is a va~iaticn in the tire re-
quired for a unit to recoup its loeseg, and this time is steadiiv decreasing.
Previously, replacements were locally recruited and untrained. liecently,
trained infiltrators are providing an increasing percentage of the
1vplacement pool. Therefore, the time required for & unit to bacoxs combat
sffective after suffering severe lcsses and raceiving replacements is
steadil; decreasing. VC losses mersly reflect a loss in manpower assets,
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but they are not an accurate measure of unit strength for a given unit. at
a specific time,

e. Enemy capabilities, vulnerabilities and relative probabil.ity
of adoption at the end of the quarter,

(1) Capabilities:
(a) Attack:

1. The enemy is :apabtle of attacxing in Tay Ninh
Province with elements of the 101st and 165th NVA Regiments, the 267th and
269th VC Battalions supported by elements of the 69th VC Artillery Command
and local forces,

2. The enemy is capable of attacking in Binh Long

and Phuoc Lcng Provinces with elements of the 272d VC Regiment and the
1418t NVA Regimsnt.

3. The enemy is capahle of attacking in Ba Bien
Province with elements of the 5th VC Division supported by the Dong Nai
Battalion and local forces.

L. The enemy is capable of attacking in Thu Dau:
Mot Province with the 27ist and 273d VC Regiments, elements of Military
Region IV and the Phu Loi Battalion. They can be supported by elexents
of the 69th VC Artilliery Command.

5. The enemy is capable of attacikdng in the Saigon-
Gia Dinh area with three main force and six local forco battalions subor-
dinate to Military Region IV and provincial districts respectively.

€. The enemy is capable of attacking in Long An
Province with the 267th and 269th Battalions , two lceal force battalions
and elements of Military Region IV.

7. The enemy is capable of attacking in the 9th
US Infantry Division's area of operations in IV CTZ with elements of the
Dorg Thap I Regiment, two main force and seven local force battalions.

(b) Defend:
‘1. The enemy can defend in the Tay Ninh, Binh Long

and Thu Dau Mot Provinces with the 7th NVA and 9th VC Divisions, elemenis.
of the 69th VC Artillery Command and guard units subordinate to COSVN.
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2. The enamy can defend in Hu- Zone "D®  ‘+h
elements of the 9th VC Division, elements of the 275th VC Roginent xd
olements of the 69th Artillery Command.

(e¢) Reinforce: The enemy can reinforce with three
main force battalions from II CTZ and three main force battalicns frem
IV CTZ. Additional reinforcements are available from B525 Training and .
Replacement Division located to the norti: of War Zons "C" in Cambodia.

(2) Relative Probability of Adoption:

{(a) s5th VC Division:

1. Attack friendly units and installations in
Ba Bien Province, ' .

2. Defend safe areas in the May Tao area of Ba
Bien and Binh Thuan Provinces.

3. Reinforce with the Tong Rail Battalion znd local |

force units.

4. Interdict National :ays 1 and 20, and Ints.-

provincial Highway 2.

5. Relocate elements of the 275th Regiment froa
War Zone "D" to Ba Bien Provincs.

(b) 7th NVA Division:

1. Attack friendly units and installetions in Tay
Ninh and Binh Long Provinces.

2. Defend base areas in War Zone "C":and the "Fish
Hook™ area.

. Reinforce witi elements of the 9th VC Division,
local force units and possidly the B525 Replacement ami Training Division.

4. Interdict Naticnal Highway 13, Interprovincial
Highway 13 and possibly Interprovinciszl Highway 1A.

5. Relocate on a permanent basis from War Zone
"C* to Binn Long Province and possibly to Fhuoc Long Province.
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(¢) 9th VC Division:
1. Attack friendly units and installations in
Thu Dau Mot and Ba Pien Provinces. Conduct limited attacks with the 2724
Regiment in Binh Long and Phuoc Long Provinces,

2. Deferd base areas in northeastern Thu Diu Mot
Province and througrout western War Zone "D",

3. Reinforce with elements of the 69th VC Artillery
Command, local force units and possibly with elsments of the 5th Division.
Reinforce the 27<d Regiment with elements of the 7th RVA Division,

4. Intprdict National Highway 13 and Interprovincial
Highways 1A and 13,

5. Relosate the 272d Regiment to Phuoc Long Province
and possibly south into War Zone "D",

(d) Local Force and Guerrillas:

J. Attack any weakly or ineptly defended hamlet,
village or post at any time.

A 2. Harass ARVN, PF/RF and US units and installations
with small arms and mortar fire at any time.

3. Interdict all National and Interprovincial
Highways in their respective provinces and military regions throughout III CTZ.

4. Terrorize Rural Development cadre, hamlet and
district officials and civilians in contested and friencd'y areas,

5. Defend base zreas and caches in their respective
areas of operation,

6. cperse in the face of friendly operations.

7. Withdraw by assuming the cover of a legitimate
citizen.

8. Reinforce by conscription of eivilian labor.

17
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4. (C) OPERATIONS, PLANS AND TRAINING:

a. During the quarter, 43 military operations (battalion size or
larger) were conducted against the Viet Cong in the II FFCRCEV zone of
operations by units under the control of this headquarters. The zone is
defined as the III CTZ, Gia Dinh Provirce, Bung Sat Special Zone and
operational areas in the IV CTZ as directed by COMUSMACY.

b. Analysis and Evaluation:

(1) During the past three months significant losses were in-
flicted on the enemy in terms of weapons, food and supplies captured and
destroyed. In addition, extensive jungle clearing operations such as
those conducted during Operaticns MANHATTAN, EMPORIA and LAM SON 67 will
assist friendly elements in denying the Viei Cong his accustomed sanctu-
aries close to sources of food and supplies. The clearing of trails
through the jungle and the opening of long closed highways will facilitate
the conduct of future operaticns. A number of Viet Cong base areas were
neutralized to the extent that they are no longer safe for the enemy.

(2) Pressure was main.ained against the Viet Cong south of
Saigon as the 9th Infantry Division in conjunction with the US Navy and
RVNAF deployed the Mobile Riverine Force in its first major counter-
insurgency operation, CORONADO. This operation resulted in elgnificant
enemy losses and served to increase GVN control and influence.

(3) Increased emphasis was placed on military supoert of the
Revolutionary Development vrogram, Greater cooperation and ccordination
between US/FWMA forces with ARVN, CIBG, Regional ard Porular forces led
to an increase in the number of success{ul BULDY type operaticns.

(4) The enemy continues to mount sporadic mortar and rocket
attacks on friendly bases ancd installations. Thnis capability has necessi-
‘ated careful evaluation of base camp secrity measures, intensification
of intelligence collection efforts, improvement of early warning systems
and general gfreamlining of rzaltion proccawres.

- (5) Develcpment of Tastical Arcas of Interest (TAOI).

(a)} The VCASVA current tactics reflect an inereasing
trend of attadEs nn Regional Forces/Popular Ferzas (RF/PF) caxmps, Sivil-
ian Irragular Defense Croups (CIDG) campz and Revolutionary Develeprent
(RD) tear< ns a means of achleving btoth ta2stical and psychological
victories, The willingness of the VC/EVA to attack small outposts re-
gardless of proximity of availsble US/FWMAF resources unueriined their
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raeognition of the delay involved in accomplishing coordination between
US/FWMAF and Vietnamese elements.

(b) It was imperative that a plan be developed to counter-
act these attacks. CG, II FFORCEV directed that a concept be developed
assigning areas of interest to subordinate tactical units, The concept wvas
established and boundaries were developed.

(¢) Under this concept, the III CTZ has been divided into

TAOL and each area has been assigned to the senior US/FWMAF commander in
that area. A TAOI is defined as the area, including tut not necessarily
limited to the Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR), in which the desig~
nated US/FWHMAF commander is knowledgeable of the location, activities and
operation of all GVN forces and installations, CIDG camps and RD teams in
order to achieve by mutual cooperation and coordination the maximm effect
of the combined friendly forces and fire power. The TAOL differs from

the TAOR in that the US/FWMAF commander is not charged with primary tacti-

cal reesponsibility nor is he expected to conduct tactical operations on a
continuing basis in this area.

(d) The intent of this plan is to encourage maximum co-
operation and mutual support in order to counter any VC/NVA exploitation
of a lack of_cogggeigéf;gng_and coordination between GVN and US/FWMAF forces,

——— e wwaaueTu LI 3T LL00,

(3) Operation ENTERPRISE, begun in Februar

' y of this year, wa
cont}nued by the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division in eastern Long An e
province. Constant pressure was maintained on Viet Cong forces throush
numerans RIIMMY anaratiame o4l ADUN .

Damarrdwad o3 D

d., Other Special Operations:

(1) Phase III of Operation JUNCTION CITY tarmin:ted ozofh May
ingin t6 a close the largest military offensin operation,
ézgz,bzzqftegvietnamese war, During the reporting psriod the 1atIB§ig::o,
9th Infantry Division, under the operational control of the 25th :aig og

Division, operated as a mobile brigade force throughout the lower 1
War Zone G. The presence cf this force affogde? a Segree of protect 02
for the completion of the CIDG Camp at Prek Klo«. The camp, howe\drerf,L as
been subjected to mortar attacks, There was no maj9r gngapemepthtur gg
the reporting period as ¢ontact with the enemy remjlunt'!d'very lig insses
sporadic. Upon the termination of tho operation significant enegzi o e
included 2728 VC KIA, 34 PW, 137 ralliers, the capture and evacuation ol
491 individual weapons and 95 c¢rew served weapons.

i imti he tst Infantry Divi-
2) Operation BILLINGS was initiated by t !
sion on i2 Juge 1967 as the result of intelligence received vhich indicated

i ' i i sa of heavy jungle
the prep=nse of the 271st Viet Gong RegLLGF in an area ©
apprzximately 6L kilometers northeast of Saigen. This search and destroy
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operation had a twofold purpose: to locate and destroy the 271st Viet

Cong Regiment and to search the area north of Phuoe Vinh to destroy

enemy forces and installations threatening the security of Phuoc Vinh.

The general area of operations extended from Phuoc Vinh north to Don Luan
and from three kilometers west of the Song Be River east to the Rach Rat
and Suoi Hur Rivers. During the operation, the ist Infantry Division em-
ployed two brigade headquarters, eight infantry battalions and one cavalry
squadron. BILLINGS was highliphted by the battle of Xom Bo. Shortly
after noon on 17 June, A and B Companies, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry

and B Company, 24 Battalion, 28th Infantry were attacked by an unknown
size enemy force approximately five kilometers southwest of Chi Linh.
Friendly elements were supported by air strikes and artillery throughout
the afternoon. The enemy was able to concentrate maximum fire on only

two points of the perimeter and did not penetrate the US defense, Contact
was broken at 1710 hours after which a search of the battlefield revealed
a total of 196 enemy dead plus another 26 bodies found in the surrounding
jungle. Upon termination of Operation BILLINGS on 26 June 1967, signifi~
cant enemy losses included 347 killed in action, two detainees, four
individual ard four crew served weapons and the destruction of 338 bunkers.
Landing zones in the area were improved, Interprovineial Highway 1A north
of Phuoe Vinh was upgraded and construction was begun to upgrade the
airfields at Dong Xoai and Chi Linh from C-i30 [Type I) to C-130 (Type II)
capability. Cumulative US losses were L5 killed and 201 wounded in action.

(3) Operation ENTERPRISE, begun in February of this year, was
continued by the 34 Brigade, 9th Infantry Division in eastern Long An
province. Constant pressure was maintained on Viet Cong forces through
numerous BUDDY operationa with ARVN. Provincial Rennnnaia--—- - -

d. Other Special Operations:

(1) Phase ILI of Operation JUNCTION CITY tarmin::zﬁ 02°1k May
’ ili fensive opera ’
ingi to a close the largest military o? :
;th bziﬂgzggvietnamese war. During the reporting pariod th; lgtliziitg;,
9th infantry Division, under the operational f;:tro;ozi :2: 1gwer et
. a de force throug
Division, operated as a mobile briga ro Lo otion
; 13 force afforded a degres oL D
War Zone G. The presence cf this de d PO s
t Prek Klokx. <The camp, s
for the completion of the CIDG Gamp a e D mnt during
jected to mortar attacks. There was no maj‘ ng "
tﬁznr:ggi:ing period as contact with the eneny rem31ng?.z:;{ ﬁtiﬁ; igises
. . . . 1 . a
. Upon the termination of the operation Sl%nl ' °
zﬁgiigti 2723 Ve KIA, 34 PW, 137 ralliers, the capture and evacuation o

491 individual weapons and 95 crew served weapons.

i as initi d by the ist Infantry Divi-
2) Operaticn BILLINGS was 1n1§1ate : L
i 32 Ju;e)i96$eas the result of intelligence recqlved vhich indiisted
::zn :25;:,9 of the 27tst Viet Cong Regir.mt in an area of h:avydjgggtroy
apprgximatély 6l, kilometers northeast of Saigen., This search an
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operation had a twofold purpose: to locate amd destroy the 271st Viet

Cong Regiment and to search the area north of Phuoe Vinh to destroy

enemy forces and installations threatening the security of Phuoe Vinh.

The general area of operations extended from Phuoe Vinh north to Don Luan
and from three kilometers west of the Song Be River east to the Rach Rat
and Suoi Hur Rivers., During the operation, the ist Infantry Division em-
ployed two brigade headquarters, eight infantry battalions and one cavalry
squadron. BILLINGS was highlighted by the battle of Xom Bo. Shortly
after noon on 17 June, A and B Companies, 1st Battalion, 16th Infantry
and B Company, 2d Battalion, 28th Infantry were attacked by an unknown
size enemy forece approximately five kilometers southwest of Chi Linh,
Friendly elements were supported by air strikes and artillery throughout
the afternoon, The enemy was able to concentrate maximum fire on only

two points of the perimeter amd did not penetrate the US defense, Contact
was broken at 1710 hours after which a search of the battlefield revealed
a total of 196 enemy dead plus another 26 bodies found in the surrounding
jungle. Upon termination of Operation BILLINGS on 26 June 1967, signifi-
cant enemy losses included 347 killed in action, two detainees, four
individual and four crew served weapons and the destruction of 338 tunkers,
Landing zones in the area were improved, Interprovincial Highway 1A north
of Phuoc Vinh was upgraded and construction was begun to upgrade the
airfields at Dong Xoai and Chi Linh from C-i30 .Type I} to C-130 (Type II)
capability. Cumulative US losses were L5 killed and 201 wounded in action.,

{(3) Operation ENTERPRISE, begun in February of this year, was
continued by the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division in eastern Long 4n
province. Constant pressure was maintained on Viet Cong foreces through
numerous BUDDY operations with ARVN, Provincial Reconnaissance Units and
RF/PF elements. Night activity was increased during the quarter amd
night airmobile insertions were conducted with a view towards further
limiting enemy activities during the pericd when the Viet Cong has been
most active. Although enemy forces in the area avoided major engagement
with friendly trocps during the reporting pericd, there were frequent
small contacts.. Viet Cong attempts to attack KF/PF outposts were thwarted
by the use of rapid reaction forces and supporting artillery. Increasing
cooperatiun from the local population was indicative of the acceptance of
government influence and progress in the Revolutionary Development Program.
Significant cumulative enemy losces to date inclrde 1158 killed in action,
177 detainees and 32 railiers. Cumulative US loses are 151 killed in
action and 627 wounded.  Operation ENTERPRISE continues.

(4) Operation CORONADO was initiated by the 2d Brigade, Sth

Infantry Division, as part of the Mobile Riverine Forcte, on t June 1967.
Counterinsurgency operations wers conducted on Thoi Son Island (in the My
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Tho River opposite Dong Tam) and in the Cam Son Secret Zone (approximately
20 kilometers west of Dong Tam). Although initial operations produced
only minor contacts, the Mobile Riverine Force further develope. techniques
of riverine warfare and molded operational procedures of the 2d Brigade
and US Navy Combined Task Force 117 into a highly maneuverable and potent
fighting force., A phase of riverine operations beginning on 19 June
marked the first major action involving the eatire assets of the Mobile
Riverine Force. In response to intelligencs of continuous enemy presence
in Long An Province, the Mobile Riverine Force, in conjunction wdth elements
of the 3d Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, conducted a riverine assault
into eastern Long An Province. The Mobile Riverine Force landed two infan-
try battalions while the 3d Brigade provided blocking forces, On the
first day of ths action;, a strong enemy force was engaged. Eaploying all
available fire power, friendly forces killed 256 Viet Cong. Intelligence
from the battle area indicated that the 5th Viet Cong Battalion (Nha Be
District) was conducting training activities at the time of the engage-
ment. The Mobile Riverine Force promised to revolutionize Mekong Delta
warfare with its ability to strike at will against Viet Cong sanctuaries
in waterways which were previously untouched. Mobile Riverine Force
actions designed to destroy Viet Cong forces, installations and

equipment were initiated in coordination and cooperation with the 3¢

VNMC Battalion, the 2d and 3d Battalions, L6th Infantry (ARVN) and tle

US Navy Combined Task Force 117. Throughout July Viet Cong elements
appeared reluctant to move in large groups during daylight hours. Viet:
Cong operations vere reduced sharply in number in northern Go Cong and
eastern Long An Provinces. Although frequent throughout the month,
contacts usually involved only small groups of enemy. Constant pursuit

by the Mobile Riverine Force appeared to wear down the enemy and further
lower his morale as evidenced by the 75 ralliers to allied forces, Upon
