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SUBJECT: Operation Delaware After Action Report 
TAB C: Significant Enemy Caches arrl Enemy Contacts 

NR JEQ COORD !lli!! ACJriVm i 
A 21 Apr YD 306097 1-7 Cav Found and destroyed 2 B dozners 
B 23 Apr LZ Tiger 5::-l Cav Reinf plt atk LZ Tiger. esults 6 NVA 

' KIA . i c 25 Apr YD 312075 1-tl Ca"\f''• Fd 3 flat bed trucks and[ 3x37mm AA guns 
D 26 Apr vic YD 23906S D/5-7 Ca.v Eng en plt; res 4 US KIA ll WIA, 

12 NVA KIA r 
E 25 Apr YC 385977 D/2-8 Cav Fd large ca.che-electroni s equipment 
F 25 Apr YD 350018 1st Bde scouts Spt 'd large ~ruck park, 
G 27 Apr YC 399971 2-8 Cav Discovered PT-76 Tank de~troyed by a~. 
H 28 Apr YD 365013 D 1-S Cav let Contact Punch Bowl ~ea 
I 29 Apr- YD 3 51017 2-15 Cav Ha.tt1e for the Puch Bowl, 

3 Hay to YD 366012 
J 30 Apr YD 2B6084 C 1-7 Cav Found 4x37mm AA guns 
K 3 May YD 262105 B 5-7 Ca.v Captured 3x37nm AA guns 

i 

L 30 Apr YC 437942 2-3 ARVN Found large ammo cache 
1:~ 1 May YC 444934 2-3 ARVN Found large ammo cache 
~T 2 }!ay rc· 4479C11 2-3 ARVN Found lar~e ammo.cache 
0 9 Hay YD 490030 1-12 Gav Conducted link up w/3 ARVN Abn TF 
p 2 May YD 350032 2-7 Cav Captured 2X37mm. .t:...A guns ' 

\' 
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DEP ARTMBNT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AIR CAVllJ.ItY DIVISION 

APO San FranciSco 9t490 · 
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SUBJECT: . Combat Operations After Action Report: OPE!!.ATION DELAI;AR1 (U) . 

I 

I 
SE'1i 1) JSTRIBUTION. 

. . 
I 

1. (U) NAN:E AND TYPE OF OPERATI0N: Operati0n D$LAMAJ:{E/LAJ1 SON 2:1:-6; .\ 
Reconnaissance in Force and Area Denial· 'I 

2. (~r) DATES OF OPERATION: 190001 April l069 to 171100 Nav 196~. , 

3. (TJ) LOCATION: Southwest Thua Thien Province, RVN. References: ~~:ps, 
South V:Letnam, 1:50,000 Series 17014, Shee~s 6441 I, II, III, Il./. I 
4. (U) CONTROL HF....ADDUARTER.S: Headouarters, lst .Air Cavalrv nj vision• 

I 5. (C) INTELLIGENCE: ' . I 

A. , , T1veather. The operation began 1>1ith exceDt.ionallv good weathet A cold 
front wtch attendant low stratus and fog coupled with intermittent ~h~zle ' 
and shO'I.,re:rs passed thro11£!,11 the AO on D+2, After ·four da.vs of P,raduat im­
prov-ement, typical transitional weather ensued. The r:;en~ral oat tern lwas 
scattered clouds dtn:'ing m~rnings and late evenin~s~ br.oken .ce3.lin~s11 B:sed 
2 500-3000 rem, with ettendant thtmderstorms and shower activitv dud g after­
noons, ancl moderate to, occasionally heavy fog between 2400 hrs and mJi.d-morning. 

1\feat.her con.d:i.t .. ions·, .. v?h:ile not. opt·~.·mum much of t.he.ti·m·e ... , .''~ere somewhat· bette·r. than. antidpated. The period from earlv mornin'! to approximatelv 13 hrs 
daiJ 7 Has generally best · for air oper 8.ti ons into the vall ev. Condit · ons for 
contj.J1UC>l:ls dRy-long air operations existed on onlv two davs during t e oper­
ation. Rainfall amounts were not measured; however, they- were less tJ.han th.e 
normal (Jmcn..h"'lt for the c:.rea. Ceilings associated with the showers ten~eri to 
obs cvre the higher peaks along the valley. '"he weather in tiJ.e -vicini

9
ity of 

Camp Evans was characterized by a clearing trend with general· daily eilings 
of 10,000 feet or great.er.• Precipitation was minimal. Temperatures ran~ed 
from a. maximum of 100° to a minimJ'm of 65°. 'f'he mean rriaxirilum tanpera~ure : 
was 9l1.o, v.rhile the mean minimum was 68°. The mean ralative huniditv ~as S3<t, 
and the estimated rainfall was 4.20 inches. . . ~-

B. Terrain . 
( 1) General: The area surrounding the A Shau VallS~' is a rer:;li.on of 

high hills 1•d.th slones avere.,gin;:; 40 percent (a 100 percent slope eoua}s a 
45 der:rcle an:~e w:Ltl-1 the '·!Orizont.al) and varvin~ locallv to over 100 pArcent.. 
The eepest slopes and most ru.~;;ged terTain we,.;e found on the west~mj flanks 
of the v-alley, while thosA slopes on the eastern flanks of the vallevJ'"ere 
l01rV'Gr·and somewl-)a.t l!=>ss :ru<?.:ged. Tr.,e va.lJ.ev f'10t)1" \'rM het~,u~en 500 tc 'If)() 

m0ters above mean sr.-a level·with ridge elevations ris:tng a"'proxima.t.elv .3PO to 
450 meters above tl-}e valle'' floor. Sno+. elevations in the northeast. ~nd 
south"1est hill masses exceeded 600 m8ters above mean sea level. The avera~e 
wid t: of t '1 e vallev was 1. 5 kila!!et ers wi +\ + J,e 't ~':': ":'~.p>,v ~o~~i :t~.~·~ of ~lat 
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undulating plains, local. relief of approx:imatelv SO meters, and slbpes .from 
2 to 15 percent. The dominant vegetation on the ringes in the are. was found 
to be multi-canopied dense tmlierrrr~Jlo.rth .f'()rest ,,dth SBct.i !"Ina ..,~ c1 e111 ... ..,.o,..e~t, 

brushwood, ani bamboo scattered throughout t!1e area.. The vallev 4oor was 
covered with a mixture of brushwood .and clear forest with ele.flhant. i grass 
growing to 10 fee+, in manv areas of the valle"' .floor. nrai~~e inl tlie vallev 
was found to. be progressively poorer towards t.he eentral and sonthj:JastP-rn 
portions. I 

( 2) Military Aspects ::••. 1 

(a) Cover and Concealment. Good to excellent cover an~ conceal­
ment was provided by tl-)e dense ves;et,ation 2tui i!Te"'u.lar, ruq,. .. r'l hrrain e1.ontT 
the ·nanks of the valley. Brushwood-type ver;etation on the vallev! floor 
generally provided good to excellent concealment and fair to good /ciovf'!r •.. 

(b) Observation and Fields of Fire. Generallv poor ob,servation 
and fields of fire were evident throwthout the valley area due toihe vege­
tation and irre,q;ular terrain patterns: Fair to poor conditions e isted loc­
·?cll.y near A Luoi and Ta Bat airfields and in proxl.mity to bomb cr , · ers. St.ands 
of 10 foot hi~h e~ephant gras~ saverely rcst~~.·cted observation al9ng much of 
the valley floor."' . · . I ·. -

. (c) Key Terrain. Signal Hill (YD 407037) _, establishe~· helicopter 
landing zones, and the airfield at A Luoi were consir'lered as key errain. 
Additit?l1Edly, control of the two. maj0r LOC 's in the valley was co sidered , 
vital. These LOC 's ·were Route 5411 enterin15 the· valley near La 1Ju:. from the 
west, and running··· a. long t. he flo.or of the valley, an~. Route 547 A wii ch begins 
n&'3.r Ta Bat and runs generally east tomrds Hue. . . · · 

(d) Avenues of Approach. The major avenues of approa. h were from 
the west along Route 54S (new Rt 922) to La Nam (YD 2908) arrl alo*g Route 
9'23. to Ta. Bat (YD 413950). The. road to La Nam was considered a r1;!latively "' 
hi!!.h speed avenue of approach while the tratl towards Ta Bat was primaril,y 
for personnel only. Avenues of a.pproach from the north and south I along feeder 
roads and 'traiJ~s into Rout.e 548 wl"!re considered as well as an apprl'!>ach from · 
the east generallv .along the Route 547":'547A axis. · . i 

· · · (e) Ohistacles. The combinati·m of multiple-canopied r'lense undr>r-
gro"rth forest, roughlv diss.ected ter-rain, and n\lrne:rous bomb crate~s made the 
rna.ior portiorJ of the area 1msuited for cross-couritrv vel'Jicular mdvement. · 
However, movement by foot troops was possible on the va llev f'loo~, althaw~h · 
movement, on t'l1.e flanks was ';eneralJ.;v restriated to existinq trailJs, ridgelines, 
and int er1r .. :tt t e.nt streams • J8udrlv h!round cond:i tions caused bv p. oo~. draina~e 
made movement difficult after rain-showers. T~is was pRrticular'1'v prevalent 
at A Luoi lt.i.::>~J eL: and towa~ds ~he valley ~e~iOt1S to t;l-}t> s~uth. r . 

(3) LJ.nes of Comm.un1 co.t' ons. Two maJOr and nunercus 'a9conda+y r11nt.e<J l'lf 
land communication traversed the valley a:rea. ~· · 

(a) Route 54g and its extension were found to be a f. ir weather, · 
improved Ga:rth road tn relativelv good c·""~ndition •. Corn.urov and SP reinforce­
ments Here found. O.n th,e road Where ground conditions required SUrh SUpport 
to sust.ain vehicul11r traffic. Road width varied from 3 to {.. met.Ej!rS and proved 
to be C'lpable Of Supporting heavy Vehicular traffic. l-lumerous bvpass~S had 
been c~:n,stru:cted .to negotiate the extensive crater:i ng. Numerous I fords were 
fm.md near the snlc'lll streams in the area. The Route 548 extensi9n exited 
the v2ll0y near La Nam and ran generallr west, south, and west t~ards the 
Laot.is."ln border. The road ~..xhibited the same general characterjst,ics as the 
main valJ ey route~ , I 

(b) Route 547A (NVA Route 73) was a fair weather, improved, earthen 
road 2. to 3.5 meters wide. The road exited the A Shau Vallev ati vn 428963 and · 
ran gen•.srally east towards Hue. The road was capable of sustain~n~ ~ ton 

... vehicuJ.c.~r traffic. 



·"' 

( 
I . (.: ..r-;... f 

'

.. I ' ,' {'_" .• · ·1_,. / ( ~--'\ • • -· - . 
•.J 

SUBJECT: Operation Delaware After Action Report 
TPJ3 D: Task Organization (Cont). 

4-31 Cav 
3-82 Arty (-)(DS) 
F Trp, 17th Cav 

. A Co, 26 Engr 

Di v Arty ·"~ .. 
2-20 Arty 
1-30 Arty 
6-33 Arty 
2d P1a.t ( +), · D 1-44 Arty {ADA) ( AW) 
1st Plat (-), C 4-60 Arty (ADA) ( AW) 
2d Ple.t ( -), B-29 /..rty (SLT) 
Plat, G-29 Arty (SLT) 

Division Troops. 
2-12 Cav 
1~9 Air Cav Sqdn 
8th Engr Bn 
11th Avn Gp 
Det (-), 5th \1eather Sqdn 
13th Sig· Bn (-) 
545th IvlP Co 
371 RRC 
19lst MI Det (-) 
CoD, 52 Inf Co(-) (LRHP). 
184th Cmp Plat 

;i 

4. (C) T~ 3d Re~cr,t, 1st Infantry Division {J;RVN) partici~ate--1 in cl~operation 
and close coordination with the following Task Organ-ization for Cdmbat: 

3d i.JtVN Regt 
1st Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) 
2d Bn, 3d Regt ( ARVN) 
2d Bn, 1st Regt { ARVN) 
C Btry, 1-12 Arty (PJtVN)(DS) 
A Btry, 6-.3.3 Arty (US)(GSR) 
Arty LNO & FO Tms, 1 ACD Di v Arty 
!{! Sect (106RR), D' 1-9 Cav 
Plat, C Co 14th Engr (DS) 
Fwd Spt Tm (VHF), 13th Sig Bn 
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(c) Trail densitv was heav-:r througl,out the vallev area w th a 
few improved trails : n the northern end of the valley showing eviden e of 
activity northeast twards B,qse Area 114. 

, (d) \.l!aterway density was considered light with one J;)rima 
way, the Rao Lao (A Sap). The stream va.ried in width from 5 t~ 40 m 
had "1. sand, clay, and gravel bottom with clay and sand banks. It wo 
navigable to piroques, And in some parts to small sampans, th'e vear 

C~ Enemy. . •• 
(1) EnErn,y Composition, Dl'sposition, and Strength prior to Op 

DELltlr.T"~RE/LA11: SON 216. Initial estimat"'es located the following tvpe 
the valley: 

(a) A command and control headquarters. 
(b) fin enginePr regiment. 
{c) A transportation battalion. 
(d) A signal be,ttalion l , 
(e) Jill. air defens":' battalion 
(f) Uni.detrtifi ed armor elements. 

The presence of security tro0ps sufficient to protect the susrected arge 
logistiC',B.l faci litv in the vallev was also consirlflred. 't'he rna ior en mv anti-­
aircrP,ft dc•fensive,,belts v·rr..r8 loc~terl from Te 'Ra.t +o ,~ l.uoi ~nri ::>1on. tJ.,e 
flanks of the extreme north and northwestern portions of the valle'\r • Addit­
ional AAA defensive lined the valle~r ridges south to tl1e A Shau A'frf eld. 
fmti .. aircraft wec::pons included numerous .37nnn anti-a.i rcraft g~ms, sus ected 
::?3rmn co:uns, L?. /limn, 14. 5mrn, and 50 calih er ma·chine P-;uns • other int el 
sources reported the presence of truck parts, POL points, storage si 
extensive vehicle repair facilities. The met ior complex was suspecte to be 
northwest 0f A Luoi ajrfield vicinity YD 350018. No identified comb t in­
fant:cy troops or u.iU.ts were su.spected of occupritrg the A Shau Vallev, 
The strength of the combat supPort and ·combat service support troops committed 
against 1 .!\.CD elements was anticipated to be approximately JOOO or. a proximately 
seven battalions j_nclud5 ng air defense artillery elements. Reinforc nent 
capability was estimated at between 12-14 h-attalions within "4-4Q ho s. 

( 2) Enemy ActiVity: · Operation DELf.JrJ.ARE/LAM SON 216 we,s uniq e in 
m;Stc· i·espects. Not the least of these was the conspicuous absence o large 
seale contacts w5.th ene~r forces. T~e enenw chose to conduct a spor die 
gr01.~md defense during the initial stages of the operation. This she ld not 
be co;.:•strued to roinimize the enemy's antiaircraft defenses, for thes~ were -­
certafnl:v extensive, On the first day of the operation, 23 helicopjt1 rs were 
struck b~r enemy- anti-aircraft fire in the vRllev. The enemy's anti · rcraft 
defenc>e Has the most forrrd.dable yet fac,~d by 1 A<":D in Vietnam. · · 
Prior to the commencement of the operation, elements of the 1/9 Cav ad . 
conducted extensive !'lnrial reconnaissance to confirm suspected M, po, itions 
and determine adrlitional positions for USJ.~F aircraft, and t.P..P. strikes to reduce 
enerrw ground-to-air fire. J.n spite of ~his, the·ent:mv forces succes ful~y 
engaged many of t 1-Je 1 ACD aircraft during the first davs of the oper. tion. 
Initial ~:r,round contact with enemv elements was s-poradic as 3d Brigad forces 
combat assalltlted into the nort.hwestern areas of the valle:v •. 1\.s 3d· B igade 
elements ariVlanced along th·?. flanks of the vallmr towards the south, hev 
se· zed two Sovic:t manufactured bulldo-zers one of which had been ~<,_eav'ly dam­
aged by friendly airstrikes. Thi::> was b,t one of manv materi.el site to he 
discovered by tl1e 3d Brigade. The first contact with a.n organirz;ed e eJlllr force 
occurred on 23 f~pril as.an· estimated enermr reinforced platoon supno ed by 
60mm mortars probed 3d Brigade units on 1-:;: Tiger~· The enemv force w s repulsed, 
with e,n esti:rnated six 1TVA killed. 'l'hree enernv 3~mm antiaircraft wea ons were 
3c:i.zod )n 25 :.pril as units nf the brigade cnntimind south,.: Ene:r21y con .ict c.cntinuc 
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to be sporadic with the larg:/~i~ ~=::d' :ein~ a platoon. Third I Bri<ade 
firebases were subjected to intermittent mor+.'lr and rocket attacks tb;oughout 
the remainin~ days of April as relatively 1in:ht resistance cha~ctert

1 

~ed the 
groUl'ld activity.. Elements of the 3d Brigade continuall,y encount.ered enenw 
resistance as they:tried to conduct reconnaissance along trails in t ·e. vic­
inity. of YD 3306.. <On 29 April elemonts of 1-7 Cav received heavy. AWL fi.re 
1-Jhile attempting to move along ~trail in that vicinity. On 1 Mav ·crntact 
was made with an 1mknown .size enetn.v f£rce vic YD 338066. T!Us contapt was 
ini. tiat.ed with a . conu1,.and deto.nated mitie an .. d t~W r.i.. r. e .. was received fr~·. ·.at·. least 
four positions. On 2 and 3 }fay contact was again made, this time wi h an 
esti."!''E'.ted 15-20 NVA in bunkers at. YD 336064. Comm.tmications wire wa fotmd 
along this trail vic YD 330067 on 4 ]lfay and contact was once a~ain . de with 
an unknown size enem,y force vic YD 338066. T,is was the deepest penetration 
along the trail by elements of the 1-7 Cav. A study bv PCV o£ docum$nta cap­
tured in the Ji Sbau VR.llev revealed the exist.ence of a lar~e stora.!le I area/ · 
sup-rly point at YD 332052. The importance of this cache wa.s atte.st ~ to by 
the stiff T•esistance deplored along the trails, preventing elemen+s ef the 
1 ACD frcm di~covering the ,cache. First Bri~ade ele..ments, probinQ; a~eas to 
the south of the 3d: Brigade, encount,ered an esM.mated reinforced. companv on 
28 April near YD 36501.3.. The results of this contact· were iPconclusive with 
ncga.tive enerrrr assessment .. This was the le.rgeet enemv un:it contacted~tryrough­
out the opert>.tion bv any 1 ACD element$. Except for t,e con.tact .1us . nten.. · 
tioned, 1st Brigade operations in the valle-,r fec'ltu~ed prim-'1:rilv li!'.'h;t" enenrr 
encounters and munerotts findin~t,s of enemv ca.che Sites and miscelLane~us log­
istical and base complexes. On 26 April, 1st Brigade elerrtents captutted a 
large enarcy weapons ~..nd supply cache ClD 3"01) containina: 315 indi vidtial weapons> 
and considerable quantities of rssorted artillery, antiaircraft, and \small 
anus ammunition. A large storage area and truck park (vic YD 362012); were 
seized by 1st Brigade elements -on 29 April as enem.v forces .continued (t:'o avoid 
decisive: cont,lct. '·.The discovery of .this large logistical complex confirmed 
intelligence reports processed and received prior to the operation. ITne 
continuing discov>eries of hospitals, administrative, and logistical sl:ites in 
the general. vicinity of YD 3601 lent further support to the theory tHat this · 
was a major su. pport complex .. f·or· the· A Shau Valle .. y command and contra~ element. 
As the operation continued into May, both the lst and 3d Brigades co~tinued 
to enc.ountcr. scattered enenw .resistance t·Ihile uncovering additi.ona.l sjtorage 
s.:ites c~mtain:i1;1.g food, ammunition, and weapons. ARVN units from the ~d i'.RVN · 
Regiment, ope:rat:ing near 'l'a Bat airfield and south, encotmter,.ed spora~c, 
light resistanc~ ;;:.s they seized enelllf c,~ che sites and lQgistical ares.~.· 
The 4 Hay discovery of a suspect13d battalion size engineer storage site, 
containing large numbers o£ assorted tools P.nd equ::i.pment, by the 3d ligade 
seemed to confirm the presence of hostile engineer unit.s of at least at .. -
talion sj_ze :Ln the valley. Beginning on aprrox:i.mately 5 ~av, enemv i di,:r.eet 
fire attacks against 1 l.CD LZ 1s became more freouent and intense. Ropkets, 
mortars, and medium artillery were anploved by the enemt forces • · · Fi~· against 
1 ACD vall8"r ,units was SllSpected from the. west near Base ttrei 611, wh ·1e . · 
rocket atta.c'k!s agai:nst Camp Evans were conducted from the nort.hern p +ions 

. of Bas,? /\rea ru~. The largest single attack occured on 6 May when t~l T!g~r 
(3d Bd.e] received 250-300 rounns of mixed meditnn artillerv, 1'='2mm roeke}.s_, B2mm 
mortars, and ?5mm RR··· As frien.dlv elements initiated withdrawal. operhtions 
from t~;e vaD.ey, efie!JT!'IT indirect fire attacks increased and were co.ne~tra.ted 
on th<? A Luoi airfield and 1st Bde un,its. Camp Evans and vicinitv ge~er.a.llv 
exper:tenced mining incidel)ts e.nd rocket attacks durin~:t tl-te Operation ~E:LAWARE/ 
LAM ~ON 216 period. . \ 

4 

f 1a•f'£,_,j!, ' .. f} 



NATIONAL ARa;iiVES 

(3) Major Ground Contacts.: 
DATE COORD FRIEl'mLY UNIT ENEMY UNIT ASSES<JMENT 
21 Apr . YD 394023 B 2-7 . "ffist Plat Neg 
?.4 Apr YD 2370$13 D 5-7 Est Plat Neg .... ~ 
25 Apr ··YD. 23 5088 D 5-7 Unk 1.2 NIA KIA 
28 Apr YC 371998 C 2-8 Unk Neg I 
28 Apr. YD 3519g5 . C 2-8 Unk 18 NVA KIA .. 
28 Apr YD 340024 C 2-7 ·:•~.. Unk 13 NVA KIA • 
28 Apr YD 236086 D 5-7 3 small gps 3 NVA KIA 
28 Apr YD 365013 D 1-8 Co (+) Neg 
29 Apr YD 366053 D 1-7 Unk Neg 
29 Apr YC 26307 2 B 5-7 est sqd 2 NV A: KIA 
30 Apr Yif 3.36014 D 1-13 Unk Neg 

1 MaY YD 367014 D 1-13 Unk Neg 
1 May . YD 351009 A 2-8 Unk Neg 
1 Ma;y YD 304013 A 1..;7 Unk Neg 
1 May YD 338062 A 1-7 Unk 3 NVA KIA 
1 Ma,y YD 338066 A 1-7 Unk Neg 
1 l'1a.y YD 367014 D 1-8 Unk Neg 
2 May YD 364012 D 1-8 12-15 Indiv Neg i 
2 May !D 33'6064 B 1-7 15-20 Indiv Neg J 

2' :tltqy YC 460910 2-3 AB.VN est plat Ne!! 1 

J ~fay YD 262105 B 1-7 11sme.ll en force 11 2 'f:..W A KIA 
4 May YD 348014 B 2-8. Unk 3 1\WA KIA : 
4 May YD 266117 B 1-9 Sad size Poss 3 NVA faA 
4 May YD 3/+8017 B 2-13 Unk 3 NVA KIA 1 
4 Na,y YD 350039 2-7 Est sad Neg J 

5 1\fay YC 338940 1-12 plat · Neg \ 
6 ~Iay YC 3319913 C 1-9 SQ(l size 6 NV A KIA . 

. 6 Hay YD 336003 C 1-9 . Unk 9 -NV A KIA ' 
6· May YC 3339413 A 1~12 Unk 4 NVA KIA 
6 Ma,y ." YC 331945 C 1-12 Unk Neg 
7 May YD.312043 A 2-7 plat (-) 3 NVA KIA 
7 Ma-t YD 231076 C 5-7 Unk Neg 
7 May YD 311043 A 2-7 Est Co (-) Neg 
9 May YD 311043 A 2-7 Pass plat Neg 
9 May YD 311043 A 2-7 plAt 1 NVA KIA 
9 May YG 5011329 2-1 ;;RVN Est Sqd 1 NVA KIA 
9 :VJ8.Y YD 513843 1-3 ARVN Est Sqd Neg 
9 May YC 334996 B 1-13 Unk Neg 
9 May YC 3320513 A 1-12 Unk Neg 

10 I<Iay YC 467897 2-3 ARVN Est Sqd Neg 
10 Ma:r YC 559Sl6 C 1-9 10-20 Indiv 7 NVA KIA 
13 Mey YD 3 52013 D 1-13 plat ( +) Neg 
13 May YD 357019 A 1-9 Est Co 1 NVA KIA 
13 Ma:y YD 343017 1-12 · Unk . Neg . 

(4tEnemy Composition, Disposition, and Strength subsequent ~o 
Operation D:\tLAWARE/LiiM SON 216: The large number of documents and ~lectrical 
and .radio equipment discovered in the vicinity of YD 35 9J05, west ofi A Luoi, 
reflect a probable forward Headauarters of Binh Tram 7 (BT-7). BT-71 is held 
as a regimental sized logistical and transportation sUbordinate of t~e 559th 
Transportation f1roup and w·as responsible for transportation through ~he A · 
Shau Va.lley to the vicinity of Base Area 114 and south towards Bas·e !Area 607. 
Further intelligence indicators suq;gested that the BT-7 Command and rontrol 
headc.;uarters was located near YD 355005. The 55th Bn was identified: throURh · 
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TYPE . ,, · TorAL 
6anm Morta:r o.--
75mm ~ 8 
82mm Mortar. 2 
l22nm Racket Launcher 1 
RPG-2 (B-40) Launcher o~ 
RPG-7 (B-41) Launcher ••t) 0., 
Flame.thrower · . .. 31 
l40rml1 :iC!!.e't. l.l~U:i'!locl' 10 
Explosives (lbs) . · 2182 

·Blasting Caps · 5994 • • 

Small·;irms Ammo-· 134; 73'7, 
12.7 J.Jrmo/'jJ cai . 31:+-,140 
14,5 Ammo o-

. . . . . 
23mm AA Ammo · 34,332 

· 37mm · .AA. Anrno · 585Q 
57mm Gun Ammo . Joo· 
'J7mm l:ffi Ammo .. · 67 5 . 
6omm Mot"tar ·Anmo 16 
75mm Gun Ammo·· . 0- • • 
7 .5nm RR .Ammo · 121 
76mtri Gun: .. Atmno 229 
82inm ~ortar. /ilntno ··is· 
85mm Gun· Amm.o • · .~. 66 • • 
1:?~ Gun: lllllmo · 698. 
12.2 Jittn Rocket /m.o · o-
Mm~s; NP 4: 
Mines• Nr · 31 
Grenades, ·Hand· · . 16® 

· Grenades:, Rifle 906 
RPG-2 · ( B-40) Ammo 42 

. RPG-7 ( B-41}· Ammo o·......-· 
Bulldozer 2 , 
Wheeled· vehicles 73 
Tracked· vehi:cle.s 3 

·Tanks 1 
Radice 6 

. Mine 'D(?.te.ctors .. 36 , 
Fqod $t·ores • · ·· · , · · 71, OOS lbs . . .I . • 

6., (C) MISSION:.· 1st Air Cav.Div ~-)(Reint)_ &1r assaults into the n~thern A 
Shau Valley., &-eJ.zes A L-qoi air,strJ.p and eonducts. reeon in force, tln:-Oughout · 
the A Shau Valley. I 

7. \C) CONCEPI' OF OPERATION:'. . . . .• 
A. Maneuver: ·The lst Air Cav Div (-)(Rein£) in coordination with the 

3d Regt, 1st .ARVN Div, ·air .assatt1ts into' the A Shau Valley, seizes tl'~e ALuoi 
airstrip andl[·conducts reconnai.ssance in for.ce operations.. . On.· D-Da.v 'Ghe 3d 
Bde air assaults with. 3 Ens .and supporting M:ty north of .A Luoi afrtiife. 111; 
establis. he. ~ .:f .. ir. e b.ases, .pla .. ces. ipdir.· e ... ~. t .. i'J..·re ~:>n. en···e· .. tl'l1 ... · . positions vic Luoi 
airfield and :conducts a rec.onrra.issanc,e in force. .ptl 3d Bde cont ope

1 
ations 

and signal relay sit~ bec~s ful~ ;operational. Oil D +2 1st Bde airl assaults 
3 bns and· suppQfting arty 1;.o se.ize A. .Lu.oi airfield and ·conduct reconnaissance 
in· i'orc.e. On D+) engineer equipment, signal and initial logistical e~ements. • 
airlift to A Luoi airfield; and. conmence work. gn .a:(rstrip. On D+4 t~ 3d Regt, 
1st .,t.RVN Div airlirt.slassaults ·s·outh of A Luoi airfield and conducts tecotm-

. n I 
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a.issance in force. On D+5 airfield ia open for C-?A aircraft and 

i 

~L 
airstrip receives C-12.3 aircraft.. Recormaiss.a.nce. in for.'?:e. ccmt.i~1'in oagit-· 
out the A Shau Valley until t'erminated by CG, 1st. .AOt>• · . · · 

B. Fires: Priority of fire9 on D-Da.r to 3d Bde. Air assaults s~pported 
by tube artille~y, M,A and TAC &ir. .tir Cap on station during ~r a.~f~JP-ts. 

S. (C) EXECUTION: .·· · · . · · · ~· 

A. D-5 to D-1 (14 Apl"il-18 A~ril). The 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalryl (1-9 
Cav) initiated extensi1.e aerial r~connaissance in the A Shau Valley t~ select 
flight routes, locate enemy anti.o.airc~a.,ft (AA) positions, develop :tntylligence 
for tactical air and .Arc Light tl}l'geting, and locate suitable landing! zones 
for the initial assault by the 1 ACD. The aerial reconnaissance by' the 1-9· 
Cav continued on 16-17 April, after bad.weather restricted opns on th 15th, 
and developed an ext.ensive pattern of AA positions. Concentrations w re con­
firmed . in the central portion or the Valley, centered generall.y in t e vic­
inity of A LUOI Airfield (YO 3S50Q:2). A iack of suitable land:tn~ zon s was 
confirmed and. extensive use was made of 11Daisy Cutter" fuzinR" on .l'..i.r orce 
delivered ordnance tQ open the h13avy ,iungle on rid!!es above the Valle floor. 
During the rec(jnnaissance and pre-paration of the Vallev {D-5 to n-1) ~ total 
of 209 Tacticai Air 3orties and 21 B-52 strikes were placed on selected· tar~ts 
in the Valley. . · .. · ~l. 

B. D-Day (19 April): The 3d, Bde made the initial air assaillts · .~() the 
A Shau V.a.Uey. SupporteQ.. by the, llt"t Aviation Group (11th Avn Gp), ·t e 5-7 
Cav air assaulted arr1 establish~a lZ Tiger. The 1.;.,." Cava.J.rv·.air as sa· ted to 
LZ Vicki (YD 281116). The dil'ect support artillef'lr batterv· for· ;..7 C~v was. 
air landecl on LZ Tiger. Enemy AA defenses proved effeative"despitec'f:i~; ex­
tensive preparation .by air strikes and surveill«nce of the fUght routtls by 
elements of the 1-9 Cav •. Twen~y t.hree helicopters were hit by ~oundl to air 
firing. en aircraft ll · .. · . ~ed. The 5--1 and 1-7 Cav were. virt~]J' 
unopposed . by groun action.· Due to the inte)1se ItA fire, the late hott of 
completion of the 1-7 Cav's 'B.ir assault, cleteriorating weather conditli't>ns 
and. extensive engir;eer effort r~quired o~ t~. LZ, the decision was mafie not 
to 1.nsert a DS artJ..l1ery batter:r. on LZ V1cki. 

C.oncurre.· nt 1>.rith air assault$·:··· by t.ht 3d Bde,. Co E. 52d Inf. ·. antrv (-)/: (D-52 
Inf), two· soua.ds of engineers (one squad from B and one souarl from C Co, Sth 
En~neer Bn) ani elements from the 13th Signal Bn ra.ppeled from hal:i~.opters 
to establish the SIGNPJ, HILL relay site (YD 40703 5). 

c. D+l to D+2 (20-21 April)! Deployment into the northern A Sh"u Valley 
cant in.ued as B Co ( + )., 2-7. Cay, <lir .. sau] ,ted to establish L Z Pe!>pel' (YD 
337026). The build up of' thJWd~rstOI'Ins r-esulted' ih severe ;turbulenc! and 
reduced visibility. The. deter.·':io·r· ating weather.· prevent-ed fu.rlher air ift of 
units into the Valley and rel'rttricted resupply of elements on L~ Tige •. 

1.-7 .C. a·v·.· e. cmm. en .. c. ed an. at·t· .ac··· k. ov. er.la.nd from. l/l . .V ... ·;t··. cki to. eecu11e LZ .!foodma.n 
(YD .325078). The for<>e oxt S!GNAL f{JtL continued e_onstruct1on of' a.l$nding · 

. z.?ne .;1nd :tJnprovement of f~eilitie~ • .. Bad weath$~ prevented further rl· supply. 
The e,nemy pro~d· theS!GN·ttt HTI..tdef(lnses re~tJi~ing· in 4 US KIA and . US WiA ... 
The 5-7 Cav. iJ1itiatfld gr.ound. operRt;ions in the Vicinity of LZ Tiger orreen­
trating on qoniple~ittg ~he inte;rdiction or Route :5l,.S which ·enters the • vallev 

.f .... r .. ··om····. L.a ........•.. os .. i··.·.n·· .• ·.· .. t ... h.· .e ... ·.·· ... 'V.I.· ..... ·.·.··.·~.·.i·····n· .~~T of .. t. z.: .... ·.·.T ..... ~.~ •• ~ .. ···.·.r .. --.· .. ·.· · .. ·.·.Ag··· · ··~ .. ·· re. st.~:}V·····.·.·e•s·e·· ar'Ch. ~~.s ind:t:iate. d to seek out ard s;tle.:g.ce ~ t.A pos2tions. The ~ther cont1.nued to Pf'event 
air. operations ~n the .. ·. le~r. o~ 21 AF:il.. . The 1~ Chiv 1 operetin~ over · .. 
extremel,y rough t.erra1.ti, continUe~ the a.ttaek ·to tz Goodman, oa.pturiJilg and 
destroying two Soviet bttl:lt ·l:m1ld5ozers enroute. The 5'-7 Ca.v continued with 
its. ccmppnies initiatitlg system.atic search· operattons fr.om LZ Tiger. ·Efforts 
to improve SIGNP.L HILL proPT-essed well.. A D-4 do~r was airlifted the 



(~. -'vA-~;-~_j) 
clearing to coml."'lete the ~:x;ppnsion ·of the landing zone. Late ::ilh the i ~.fternoon 
of 21 J~pril a platoon of A Batterv, 1st Bn 21st Artillery (two 105 hew,J,tzers) 
occupied a. firing position on S!GNJ\1 HJLl, and fired throuQ"hout the ~~g:]ft. i.n 
support of B/2•7 ( +) on LZ Pepper. · ·. · . 

. The 1st. Bde completed depl~ent by truck convoy and airlift fro . vic 
LZ Betty..Sharoh to a marshalling area,established innnediatel,.y south f Ca.111p 
Evans. . ·. · . · I 

. D ..... D+3 to D+. 4 (22-23 April).: l'!:.ith imp .. r.ov_e·d. _w_ e_,a.ther, the 3d __ .. Bde jcomple. ted 
its insertion into the A Shau. 2-7 Ca'v ( -) an.d the Bde CP air lande1 on LZ 
Pepper. 1.-7 Cav .completed its attack securing LZ Gocdman during the :late 
afternoon of 22 ·April. The· 5-7 Cav continued operations searching m4inl,y to 
tho vJest and south of LZ Tiger. Tqking advantage of' the improvin~ weather 
conditions on 23 Apr, the deplovment of the M-ty units was coonpletediwit.h the 
airlift of a DS 105.1Dlil Battery to LZ Goodman and a DS _10 5mm Battery · ( ) to LZ 

Peppe:.· . it gen_:r.·a·l .s ..... ·~_p·p .. ort (. GS· .. ··. ).· b __ att. e. ry. (15··· 5mrn Ho_wf .w_ •. as ai .. ~ .. li .. fte.d t.o· 1Z Good-
ma..'"l .:wJ:ch vhe lif't be1ng completed .earl,y the. f.ollow:tn.~t morro.ng. . · .. 

D+5 to Dt6 (24-251l.pr:i,l): The 3d Bde having completed deplo:jment · 
continued an aggr:essive reconnaissance in force. operation with compa9ies · 
ranging out, from LZ's Tiger, Goodman and Peppe~. .1-7 Cav found thr.el fiat-bed 
truc~s. a:n thre: .37mm AA .. gun .. s; the p;un.s were _ev_ac._.u_·_a_+.,ed •. T_.he.l·s·t···~.-e in.· sertion · 
was . ~m.t~ated w1.th the a~r assault of the 2-8 Cav t.o s e~ze 1~ "CecJ.le (YD300981). 
A DS Batterv (-) (J:xl05mm ~owitzers) ~s airlifted to 1'?: Cecile bel'or!e in"' 
creasing turbulence, low. ceiling and t'estricted. visibility curtailed air 
operations on ?_4 April. The 1st Bde took advanta.l5e of .improving wef.l.ther on 

April etnd quicklv completed the insertion of the reiii.aininp; m:meuve bat­
t.e.lions with tbe 1":"8 Cav air assaulting to A 1UOI l.irfield, establis ip.g 12 
Stallion (YD 385002}. The 1":"12 .Gav :immediately foll.owed, ai:r landin on 1'?: 

. Stallion.. Reconriaissance in force commenced immediAtelv with the "- Cav 
conducting operations to .the south and west frciml'G. Cecile. The 1-8 Cav (+) 
assumed the base defense mission of LZ Stallion sending companies to he north 
from Stallion,while i-12 Gav (-) operated to the sOtith and east. · i · 

F. D+7 to D+8 (26-27 April): The recormaissanc~· in force operatiions con­
tinued throughout the 1st and :3d .Bde AO's. D Company, 5-7 Cavalry, searching 
1•rest from LZ Tiger, engaged an. estimated platoon., The contact coriti ued for 
several hours resulting .in .12 NVA. KIA; .D Canpa.ny had 4 KIA and 11 WIA. The 
Compaey corrmv:mder was among tn$ wounded and a platoon leader was amo those 
killed in action. · · . 

1-8 Cay in the 1st Bde AO, exploiting sight1irtgs by D Trp, 1-9 Ca , found 
a lerge equipment cache.. 2-.8 Cav clements working south from I..Z Cec' e found 
a large cache of· electronics eq1Jipment. .. 

The airlift of artillery units to LZ Stallion continued.. The. int~oduction 
of the 1st Brigade's Forward Support Element ( FSE) from· the Divis ion Support 
Command was initiated. 

The ~esuE?ply effort b:,r C~l30 Heavy Drop on.th,e s.outh end of A LU. I airfield 
started on 26 AprU. The joint opt;ratfon, with a US/J' Tactical llir Control 
party working clo:·oely vd.t.h t}1e FSE, continued to conduct daily resupp }f by 
healt.t drop U.nt,il 5 Ma,v. Tne raduced fly~ng time required to complete unit 
distribution Within the Val1ey, as compared to f'Jting time from Evans reduced 
the dem.and onthe divis 'saviation assets •. Hci;we'yez-, a great amo of 
suppJ¥ the 3d Brigade elements continued to bl9 fitted from Camp Ti:. ans by 
organic aircraft." . ..· . • . . . .. ... . . . . i . 

(;. D+9 to D+l4 (281~pril-3 May): The Bns of the 3d Bde continuetl detailed 
reconnaissance of the assigned AO. The 1-7 Gav found four more 37mm fiA guns 
in good condition. On 2 H<j.y, .the 2-7 Oav fotmd two mOl"e 37mm AA guns

1
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resistance throughout th<:; period continued with onl.y sporadic light cpntact. 
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The enemy- began an ever increa;; n~ "'r-eaction to the daninatin~ posit~ on of 
the 5-7 Cav on L~ Ti~?:e..,. On 2 May the 5-7 Cav received the first ~avv· 
st.and-. of.f attack by t .. h.· .e entin,v cons. istlng. of ten rounds of 12.2!mn ro ·. ets. The 
search by the 3d Brigade continued with the 1-7 Cav finding th;ee m re 37mm 
AA guns on 3 May-, one of which had been damaged by an air strike. • ·· · 

On 28 April the 1st Bde 's C Co, 1.:..8 Ca:v, having completed the !olice of 
a cache site, made centact with an estimated NVA compa.n,y vicinity Y~ 365103 
and ·advanced far. enough to d. et.pne ·.eVidence of a major cac. he area• · In. the 
engagement) tn.~ .. enemy suffered J KIA and the 1-8 Cav had 1 WIA. Th~ c~>ntact 
proved to be thEf beginning o£ a tenacious defense by the NVA of the 1principle 
cache area unco"V'ered in the valley. The area, nicknamed the 11Ptmch~owl," 
extended from YD 351017to YD 366012. D 1-8 was placed CPCON to th~ 2-8 
Cav to ful]Jr eX-ploit the new findi'ngs while 1-8 Cav continued as the base 
defense btzttalion for the logistical facilities complex being built I at LZ 
Stallion. The· action by' the.·2-S Cav to penetrate the major caehe ~ea. continued 
during the period 29 Apr-2 ·Ma_y 68. Extensive air and artillery fir s were 

used. to c·o.·u· nter the adv.antag···.·e bel. ··.·d .. ·by the e. n. el'I\Y. entre.nched in st~on. positions 
with overhead cover and supporte:i by' numerous well placed snipers d obser-
vation posts. The 2-B dav sldllfull,y continued the pressure on the defending 
force, takj.n.g advantage of superior firepower, until. the enemy brok and 
orga.n~zed: resistan,ce in the area coila.psed on 3 Mav. Contacts in t e "Punch­
howl" restAted in 6 US KIA, 3B US iATIA and 30 NVA KIA. The enany fo feited 
tons of Int:'l.teriU of all classes of supplv.. · . 

Concurrent ''"ith operations bv the 2.;.B and 1-S Cav,. the 1-12 Ca had been 
conducting· compciny ~ platoon si,.,e air assaults covering a wide ar$a of the 

1. st. Bde. A.·.·.··O·,.·· ... wt. ·t~ cJ;et.·ailed se.ar .. ch. an. d .. ·. r. ~c. onn. m.· ssan. ce .. operations· .. : Th .. ··etpri·.· ~ciple area of operat1ons was nort.heast astr1d-e Route 547A from the 1uncti n mth 
Route 548 north of TA BAT. On 29 April, the 1-12 Cav secured an LZ at YC · 
423946 and the 3d ARVN Regiment commenced insertion by air, landing the 1-3 
ARV}I Bn follOl>IEld by the Regimental 'CP. The 1-3 ARVN Bn as_sumed sect?.:rlty and 
established LZ Lucy. The re~iment completed its insertion with 2-3 1ARVN Bn 
air landing on 3D April, the 2 ... 1 ARVN Bn and the regiment's DS ArtyJBattery 
air landing on LZ Lucy on 1 Mav. · · · . · . .· . 

The build-up of supPort elements contil:lUed at LZ Stallion. Th 8th 
EngineGr Battalion (Sth Ene:r) ini.tiated rehabilitation of the A LUO Ai~ 
fi~d. viorking day and night, the airfield was rehabilitated and open«! to 
C7 A type aircraft, by' 0700H 1 Ma:y. It was further upgraded, marked c:lnd ex­
tended for C-12:3' aircr8ft by 1300H of the same day. The completed [ai~ 

. field, 150' by 3100' was .open to C-130 aircraft on 3 May. I 
The Division TAC CP, supPorted by elements of the 13th Signal !Battalion 

(13th Sig) became operationa.lat LZ Stallion lOOOH 29 April. • 
H. D+l5 to D+l8 (4 May-7 May) The 3d ARVN Regiment having c<)mpleted 

a detailed sea.rch and reconnaissance of the areas surrounding LZ Lucy- com­
mencoo an attack to the southeast astride the RAO LAO with the 2-1 l'?.VN Bn on 
the north and 2-3 ARVN Bn on the south. The 1-3 ARVN Bn continued' with 
security of LZ Lucy. The ARVN attack met light to sporadic contact finding 
several significa."'lt ·caches. B.;r 7 May the 3d Regt had advanced to tije limit 
of support·by 105imnhowitzers located·at LZ Lucy~ 11 A11 Battery, 6tH Bn,_ . · 
3.3d Arty ( A-6-.33) had been airlandoo on LZ Lucy 4 May to reinforce he tires 
onthe A..1Z~ DS'"~Battery •· 0:1 7 Ma;r the 1-12 Cav relievErl the 1-3 AR · Bn of 
securit.y or LZL~cy •.. A DS BatterY was airlif'ted from LZ Stallion o LZ 
Lucy. The 2-$ :cavcontiriued a detailed search a."ld selected evacua: ion 

. ahd destruction of the cache in the 11~unchbowl. 11 · The 1-S Cav 
10 

t . . i. i1 ·r·· ., . f .. ~-~ :t: 
.· .. ;'li'\! . . l)'.-y, A:;_p 

\' 



continued security of LZ Stallion sending platoon and companv size 
to search to the south and east. 

The .3d Bde continued opera.ti,ms finding several small cachef! and 
sive enemv power and telephone lines ::i.n the draws leading eas'ij? and . est . 
from the Valley floor. The enemY continued standoff att~cks againsi} ~d Bde 
LZs with B-40 rockets, 8~ mortars ani l22mm rockets. I 

I. D+l9 to D+20 (S-9 Ma.v):, .. ~The .3d ARVN Regt airlifted its DS el)ld 
reinforcing Arty Btr;.r to LZ Lilli~ (YD 4"9~68), the LZ he:vinl?' been !secured 
by the · 2...:3 ARVN Bn the previous day. ~·This move ext:. ended · covera11e. of the 
supportJing Jxty .from LZ Lillian. The 3d ARVN Regt commenced the atiack to 
carry the reconnaissance in force south of A Shau airfield; ccmplet ng cov­
erage of the . valley.. The lst and .3d Bde continued operations in th , ir ass­
igned I .. Os. In addition to reconnaissance iri force operations, the ~d AR.VN 
and .3d Bde, 1 ACD initiated extensive denial measures to maximize dtsruption 
to the ene:rrw' s activities after extraction .. · The DS !m.gr Company of the 3d · 
Bde executed .32 separate denial targets in the Bde' s AO, eolnpletelyidropping 
the road {Route 54$) south of LZ Tiger.· The DS En~ Plat supportin the 3d 
ARVN Regt executed 16 separate denial targets. · 

J •. · D+2l to D+27 · (10 May-16 1-fay) vlith the ccmpl8tion of reeonna ssance . 
in forcG operations and denial plans, the 3d Bde.t 1 ACD and 3d ARVN Regt. 
initiated extraction on 10 ?rf...ay. The 5-7 Cav arrl·l-1 Cav with suppo ing Arty 
vtere airlifl~ed from LZ 's Tiger and Goodman on 10 V.ay. Concurrently the 3d 
!JWN ·Regt commenced extraction by Birlif'ting the 2-1 ARVN Bn to L~ tallion 
and further airlifting toQuang Tri, the latter by USAF lift. The d Bde 
completed extraction back to Camp Evans on 11 May with the airlift f the 
2-7 Cav ( -), the Bcle CP, and a 'OS Arty Battery .from LZ Pepper; The 3d ARVN 
completed extraction with ,airlift of the 1-3, ai1d ?-.3 .ARVN Bn, the egt CP 
and DS Arty back to PK 17. The 1st Bie continued to conduct operations. and 
to ~offil?lete its portion of the ~enial plan durint:l' the per~od 10-15 fav. The 
log1st::LCal elements on LZ Stall1on began movement back to Camp Evan$. An 
effort was made to use USAF airlift during the back haul of air itets and 
other 1ogisM.cal support items. However, the increasin;rly heavy afternoon 
rains made it impossible to keeT'I the A LUOI Airfield oner~ti,.,nal afi,er'll 
May. t~fter completion of the denial plan (26 separate denial tar~ets), the 
lsi;. Bde continued to provide security for LZ Stallion durin~ the extraction 
of logistical arrl. support elements. The Div TAC CP with elements ot 13th 
Sig was airlifted to Camp Evans on 12 Ma.y. The 1st Bde cammenced e raction 
on 15 May with the airl:.ft of the 1-8 Cav, 1-12 Cav, Bde CP and sup orting 
!:.Tty from: LZ 1 s Lucy ·and Stallion. The extraction from the Valley-· w s com­
pleted on 16 ~..av 1-lith the airlift of 2-B Ca.v (+) and its DS J'.rty Bt from 
LZ Cecile. The 13th Sig elements and seeurity f.orce were airlifted .from 
Signal Hill cl.osipg to Cainp Evans. , · · · 

K. D+.2S. (17 May) · The 1st Bde having airlanded to a secure mar~alling 
area immediately south of Camp Evans completed redeployment t.o LZ · tty­
Sharon during the mornin~ of 17 May. /.1.1 Bdes were redeployed and eady to 
assume new missions as Operation Deh.1"lare/Lam Son 216 was terminate at llOOH 
17 M~ 196~. : 

L.. Other. Operations: · 
(1) General: Concurrent with the operations in the A Shau Vflley, 

the lst :dr Cav Div retained a relative]..y large P..rea of operations bn the 
Piedmont betwer:m the Song· Bo and a line extending. southwest · from QL-1 on 
the Song Nhung. The 1 ACD was given. · OPCON of the 196th tight Infan ry.. Bri­
gade (1.<?6 LIB) which was the primar'lr unit operating in the division AO · 
ot..Ttside the A Shau Valley .. 
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(2) Operations b,r 19f)th LIB 

(a) Th.e 19 1~th LIB was deployed bv a combination of ai · movement 
and truck convov from the A.iiterical D5vision AO (south of DA NANG) The 
4th Bn, 31st Inf (-)·arrived at Camp Evans 18 April and assumed t. e mission 
of b~se defense on 19 April relieving elements of the 1 ACD, 3d e which 
deployed into t;he A ~hau Valley on the same day. The l96th;~IB c ntinued 
movar.ent into t:ne assigned AO and completed movement on 22 April •th the 
closing of the 2d Rn~ 21st Inf. 

(b) The 196th LIB was assigned an area of operations d the basic 
mission to secure Camp Evans··~.ith at l,east one Bn, screen Camp Ev s fran 
the south, east and west and secur.Ei~ QL-1 in assigned AO. Additio ally, the 
196 LIB was designated as Corps reserve and given the mis.sion to e prepared 

. to be committed into the Khe Sanh area, the A Shau Valley, Delta tmction 
(vic YD 527030) or the eoastal Plain North of Hue. The 1G6th LIB deplO'red 
its Bns with the 4-31 Tnf at Camp Evans, 2-1 Inf at 17. Jack (YD 4'4287) and 
the 3-21 Inf at LZ ·Belcher (YD 463338), The 196th LIB continued operations 
in assigned AO .with no significant .c.ontacts.·.. The 3-21 Inf was pltced. OPCON 
to 3 Mar Div and 'deployed to the vic of D0f\TG HA on 1 May. The 2- Inf was 
placed OPCON to the lOJ st on 6 :t-1ay and deployed to LZ Nola. Upon. extraction 
of the 3d Bde tram the A Shau on 11 Mgy, the 196th LIB (-) was re ieved from 
security· of Caril:p Eva.Rs and comnenced redeployment back to the Ame 5 cal Div 
AO on 13 May, 'T'he last elements departed Camp Evans on 14 }Kay; t e 3-21 Inf 
and 2-l Inf deploye~ directlv from Dong Ha and LZ Nola. OPCOf\.T of he 196th 
LIB terminat!3d on 141630 May. 

(3) Operations of 2d Bn, 12th Cavalry:· 'T'he 2-1< Cav was r leased 
OPCON 2d Bde and placed OPCON 1 AGD on 15 Apr, asstnninp; the missi n for the 
security of LZ Jane and OL-1 in its assigned AO. '!'he 2-1~ Ca:v ca .tinued 
operations without significant col"tacts during Operat:t on Delawa-r·e fLam Son 
216. Upon the return o.f t)1e 2d Bde from 3 Mar Div at 17ll01")H May the 2-1?.~ .. 
Cav was released OPCON 1 ACD and returned to the 2d Bde. 

9 • ( C) COO·fANDER r S A.N!L YS IS 
li. · C..eoeral. 

(1) The:Cenemy, buildup in t.he A Shau Valley since the US S cial-Fo:rees 
Camps were overrun and withdrawn in 196t. is well known. The deci ion for 
the timing oft he assalJlt was based on the availability of suitab e forces 
in ICTZ, the relative decr'ease in enemy activity followin~ his TEf Offensive, 
the :celief of Khe Sanh and the animal 1·1eather patterns that affec the A 
Shau Valley, . 

(2) The preparation for the assault into the A Shau Vallev actually 
started durin!!, the last phase of Operation Pegasus with the deplo ent of the 
Division (-) from the Khe Sanh area to the Jeb Stuart TI Area.of rations. 
The capability of the Airmobile Division to quiekl>r reor"!i:ent·its ff.ort, re­
deploy and marshal was a decisive factor in the success of Operat·on Delaware-
Lam Son a6. . 

B. Preparation and R.econnaissance Phase. 
(1) The capabilitv of the Division 1s Air Cavalry Sauadron .. o perform 

area reconnais~ance as well as lo1-: level, detailed., point reconna · ssance was 
another dfecisi ve e1e1nent in the successful assault into the A Sha l. 

(2) The capability to immediately empl()y supporting artil ery and 
air strikes while performing the initial reconr1aissance was used ith great 
effectivenoss r,y t.h~ lst Sqdn, 9th Cavalry. The intelligence whi h resulted 
f;:·om this reconnaissance was also the basic targetincr criteria fo Arc Light 
strikes during the preparation phase. The reouirement to have at 1 east three 
full rl.gys of reconna:tssance 'by 1-Q Cav in the Valley was consider d so. 

\' 
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essential that D-Dav had to be slipped from 17 to 19 April after ~eather 
interrupted the 1-9 Cav's.operations. I 

C. Insertion Phase . t 
(1) The feats of ail:'manship required of the Division'§' a 'ire ews in 

overcoming the. problems of IFR weather and mountainous terrain wer1 except­
ional. With the added consideration of the enem:.v antiaircraft defjenses, the 

i.·ni.t.ial air a. ssaul. t by th .. e l.ift.· a.ir·c. raft .a.nd support rerrlered by ot·~ her div-
isional air assets produced a,;~,ESnificent performance. . 

(2) Once in the valley With·the initial Bde, and offensive perations 
begun, the remaind'er .·o·f .the inserti'On was accomp. lished smoothly die pit. e mar-
ginally suitable Landing Zones and weather conditions. · f 

D. Reconnaissance in Force Operations. · 
(1) As was expected, the ground operations never met de+.e : ed resis­

tance, with the exception of the enenw defense of the large cache rorthwest 

of Landing .zone. Stallion... The Bdes .were··. a.ble to conduct. exten·s .. i.vet
1

.·and detailed 
searches of the entire valleyi moving at will to all areas. Cnly he extremel.y 
rough terrain limited the tempo of operations. · 

( 2} The 3d ARVN Regt 's pe!'formance in the operati0n was OU] standing. 
All Bns of the Regiment maneuvered well a1id covered extensive portltons of 
the Valley. The ever improving ability of the RVN Armed fo.rces tol operate 
in coordination with US forces was emphaticallY demonstrated by th~ per­
formance of the .3d ARVN Rerriment. 'l'he capabiiity of the ARVN forces. to 
adj~st to and perform well in fast moviru; airmobile. operations is broo:f of 
the 1st A..l1.VN Division• s capacity and desire to assume an ever incrrasin~ role 
in offensive operations. · · · ···• 

E. Extraction Phase. · j 

(1) The operations in the A Shau Valley commenced without al specific 
termination date in mind. The decisive element ·was the weather. fhrou~hout 
the operations, the northerly advance of the, inter-tropical- conver~ence zone 
was clo. sely monitore. d. Based on the weath'er in:t'ormation--availabl. et' and his­
torical precedence, it was estimated that 15 M'av was the latest da e t1-tat 
airmobile operations could be safely planned without undue regard or the · 
southvJest monsoon season. The decision to initiate the eXtractionj on 10 ~.av 
vJas made on 7 May. l 

( 2) The extraction operations v-Tent verv smoothly and could ave been 
completed v.rell ahead of schedule except for t '11e time reouired to r uce the 
logistics facility which had been established at LZ Stallion. 

F. Accomplishments. , 
(1) The major accomplishment of Operation Delaware/Lam Son n_f, was the 

disruption and denial of a principal supply area and infiltration . oute to 
the enemw. 1 ACD captured and destroyed large amounts of ammunitipn, weapons, 
and .equipment which will obviousl.y be d. eni(Jd the . enemv. The timin~ of his 
present and future plans will certainly be disrupted as a result oi' this 
action. · · I 

(2) 1 AGD accomplished detailed reconnaissance on how the ehemy organ­
ized and u. sed the area. T.his inform. ati6n continues to be of assist.ance in 
fu.rther d~srupting his operations with more accurate and precise t+rgeting 
for future USAF bombinR.: in the area. ' 

(3) An accomplishment that cannot be measured is the psychological 
i"''pact on the enemy. 1 ACD has effectively demonstrated to the enFr that 
he has no sanctuaries. I:Iis operations are constantly under threat of assault 
by airmobile infantry. B'is plarinin~ and operations will undoubted v be 
effected in the future by this knOi'Tledge. 1 ACD has the capabilit, and the 
will to pursue, seek out and destroy the enemv in t'ie most remote eacbes 
of the land. 

\' 
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SUBJEa:t': Operation Delaware After Action Report 
TJ>B D: Task Organization 

i 

1. (C) Detached Units: The 2d Brigade -vd.th 2d: Bn, 5th Cav and ls~-- Bn, 5th 
Cav was placed OPCON to t"ne )d Marine Di\l"i,sion, and further t>lace OPCON to 
TF Glick on 15 April 68_ and. remained in the P~gasus flrea· of 9Pera ions vic 
KHE SANH a.s the 1st Ai.r Cav D;t v>red~l<.Wed,· to CAMP EVANS, a.ja the 11~ BErTY 

an. d·. L_··.·z· s_ H. ,\R __ ·_oN .• c. ·.omp··_. · __ .le_x_es.· .t·o· ·_ ma ___ ·_··. __ ·_r_·_·.s .. h_·_al_ . for 'Ope··.r_··_a:·t. J..· o:. n_··_. __ ne .. la.wa.·re .• ·. T .. -'_h·e· 2l.· Bd. e __ . c. on.-tinued OPCON to 3d Mar Div and was deployed to vic of DONG HA RVN on 10 Ma,.y 
1?68_. The 2d Bde was releas.~g a?CONfrom the 3d Mar Di:v tothe 1 t Air Cav 
Div upon completion of Operat!on Delaware/Lam Son 216 at 171100'R a:v 1968. 
2~ (C) Attacryed Units: The following units rema.ined att.ached to ij.he 1st Air 
Cav during the .execution of Opn Delaware/Lam Son 216: i 

A., Detachment, 5tp Weather Sadn ( t'SAF) 
B. 37lst Radio Research Companv 
c. 19lst Military Intelligence Co 
D. 184th Chemical Platoon 
E. 196th Lir;;ht Infantry Brigade ( OPCON) 

3. (C) Task Organization for Combat: 
1st Bde, 1 ACD 
1•8 Cav 
2-8 Cav 
1-12 Cav 
2-19 Arty (DS) 
A Btry, 1-JO Arly (GSR) 
A Co, 8th Engr (GSR) 
2 Sqds, 25th Inf' Plat 
Det, 11th Pathfinder Plat 
Fwd Spt Tm, 13th Sig (DS) 

. Tm, 191 MI Co 
Tm, 5th Weather Sqdn 
Ph.t, 545 MP Co 
Tm, 246 Psyop Co 
Det, Co D 52 Inf Co 
F$E, Div Spt Cmd (:OS) 

3d Bde, ·1 AGD 
1-7 Cav · 
2-7 Cav 
5-7 Cav 
1-21 Arty (DS) 
C Btry, 1-30 Arty ( GSR) 
C Co, 8th Engr (DS) 
2 Sqds, 34th In£ Plat 
Det, 11th Pathfinders Plat 
Fwd Spt Tm, 13 Sig 
Tm,; 191 MI Co 
Tm, 5th Weather .Sqdn 
Plat, 545 MP Co 
Tm, · 2~5th Psyops Co 
FSE~ Div Spt Cmd ( DS) 

l96th LIB 
3-21 In£ 
2-1 Inf 

\' 

• 
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SUBJEGr: Operation Delaware After Action Report 
TAB F: Intelligence Support ActiVities 

1. (FOUO) Counterintelligence: Because of the geographic location of the 
reconnaissance in force, supporting ?Ounterintelligence activities were limited 
in scope. The CI Section inc~ased its security surveillance o.t € p Evans 
by frequent spot qhecks of DiVision and brigade headouarters areas to inSure 
that classified information was being properl;y safeguarded and des. rayed. 
IJ.. _though there were ff:n-r violations, it is felt that the increased pffort 
enhanced the secu:r,ity of the . operation ancl had a definite influenc~ in the . 
t. ighte.ning bf. _s.ecu·ri·t! w-ithin division elements. During.·the entir~· op-eration, 
the CI Section cont;inued its operations and collection effort in 0 ang Tri 
and Thua Thien Province's. Although intelligence reports received uring·the 
operc..tion had little direct bearing upon operations in the A Shau alley, they 
provided necessary information concerning movements of NVA/VC 1mit~ with 
reinforcing· ~apabilities ani helped establish priorities for the ~ivf-sion 
upon extraction from the Valley and commencement of JEB STUART III,. 
2. ( FOUO) IPW 

A. Detainees interroP"ated: 37 
(1) PW . . 3 

(a) NVA 2 
(b) vc 1 

( 2) Returnee 7 
(a) NVA 4 

· (h) ve 3 
(3) CD 6 
(4) rc 21 

B. Documents Screened 
(1) Packets 45 
( 2) Linear inches 437 

c. PW 1s were from following units: 
(1) ~~A - 2d Co, 1st Bn 
(2) NVA- 1st Co, 9th Bn, 559th Regt, 4th Div 
(3) VC - An Xuan Hamlet guerrilla 

D. Returnees were from the following units: 
(1) NVA- 7th and 8th Co, Thu Do Regt (all four) 
(2) vc 

(a) Village Finance Chief, Hai Que (V) Hai Lang (D) 
(b) Asst Finance Chief, Hai Que (V) 
(c) Hamlet Guard, Kim Long (H) 

3. (C) Surveillance: The .ASTA Platoon, 11th GS Company supPorted the operation 
with 99 photo missions flown prior to and during the opere,tion. ixty-eight · 
of these photo missions were for BDA of 1st Cav and PCV requested B-52 strikes. 
There were eight camouflage detection photo missions flown to det ct enemy 
posltio!1l:j1 and possible new road construction.- As a part of the surveillance 
program, 39 Infra-red missions were flown in support of the operation by the 
J:BTA Platoon. These missions were supplemented by m and SLAR missions 
flown nightly in accordance with the In-country reconnaissance Prrn· 
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$UBJECT: ~eration Delaware After. J'-.~.ction Report 
TAI:I. G: o-1 Operations .. 

. 1, General.: ·During cpera.tiorl'~Delawar. e,. Gl Activities :ema.in:d celjttr&liJ~ 
at Camp Evans. AlthouP.:h a small forward CP was. established J.n thfA Sha.u 

. Valley, neither Gl.nor any. of the ·special .Staff were represented. r 

. , 2. Mainte.nance of Unit Str·engt·li.~ Throughout the operation the dJ.~·-·slon 
·· strength remained at approximately one hundred percent of authori ed.. Cri-
. tical short.ages included. Infantry ani Armor Captains, ~4'a.rrant Of cer Aviators 

( especi~B.y. CH~4 7 oualified), Signal Officers~ Infant.rv liB's and/ Artillery 
. 13A & B s. . · · · . . 

~ 3.· Key Personnel Losses: Two battalion cormnanders were medically 1 evacuated 
during the operation. One position was filled from division resmrrces the 
other LTC was reassigned within us:•.RV . · .· : · 

4., Development and Maintenance of' i-!orale: Morale in the divisii:mr· remain.ed 
high.. 1.1.1 In arrl Out-of-Country R&R allocations were filled. Ma movement 
\'ias slower than normal due to the maxi:mun utili'Ziation of fixed an rotarv 
wing aircraft for resuppl.ying forward elements.. .·• . · 

5. Maintenance of Discipline, Law and Order: There was. no notic~able problem 
in this area in that most of the division strength was located at forward 
landing zones. 
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SUBJECT: Operation Delaware After Action Report 
T.P,B H: Key Personnel Roster; 19 Apr 68-1" Hay 6~ 

POSITION 
CG 
AI.IC-A 
ADC-B 
C/S 

Gl 

G2 
G3 
G4 

G5 
CIAH 
AG 
CMLO 
FINO 
IG 
PM 
SJA 
SIJRG 
ADAO 
CHAP 

AAIB 
Sil.FEI'Y OFF 
1st BDE 
2d BDE 

3d BDE 

1/8 

2/8 
1/12 
1/5 
2/5 
2/12 
1/1 
2/7 
5/7 

DIV ARTY 
2/19 
2/20 
2/21 
1/30 

N/,ME 
MG John J Tolson III 
BG Richard L Irby 
BG Oscar E Davis 
COL George W Putnam 
COL Conrad L Stansberry 
LTC Geor~G Horton. 
LTC Fletcher K Ware 
LTC Alfred E Spcy · 
LTC Marion C. Ross 
LTC Robert D Vaughn 
LTC Eugene J Ringel 
LTC Horry L Rumph 
MAJ \filliam Witters 
LTC Donald W Connelly 
LTC Robert C Ef'finger 
LTC Harold McCormack 
L?C Deryck G Christy 
LTC Angelo J Harageones 
LTC Zane E Finkelstein 
LTC W Rex Davis 
LTC John E Bell 
LTC J~es F Heffernan 
LTC Horace Sams 
LTC Lester D Kerfoot 
LTC Edward R Waldron 
COL John F Stannard 
COL Joseph C McDonough 
COL Robert N MacKinnon 
COL Hubert S Campbell 
COL Charles H Curtis 
LTC Christian Dubia 
ivlAJ Robert Bass 
LTC George C Horton 
LTC John V Gibney 
LTC Robert C Kerner 
LTC Clarence Jordan 
LTC Arthur J Leary 
LTC Richard S Sweet 
LTC Joseph Wasiak 
LTC Roscoe Robinson Jr 
LTC James Vaught 
MAJ Joseph V Arnold 
LTC Thomas W Stockton 
COL WH.liam R irlolfe Jr 
LTC Arnold L Boykin 
LTC Robert M Tyson 
LTC James J Coughlan 
LTC John G Kl.oke 

\' 

FROM 

1 Me_y 68 

28 ,Apr 68 

21 Apr 68 

30 Apr 68 

3 May 6~-

15 ~~av 68 

25 Apr 68 
28 Apr 68 

19 Apr 68 
21 Apr 68 

TO 

' i }I . 

30 Apr ~8 
Present 
27 Apr 8 
Present! 

20 Apr 18 
Present~ 

! 

I 
29 Apr ~8 
Present! 

! 

2 ~.a.v 61 
Presentf 
14 May 6R 
Present

1
! 

24 Apr 8 
Z7· Apr· 8 
Present 

I 

i 

19 Apr 18 
20 Apr 8 
Present 
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SUBJECl': Operation Delaware After Action Report 
TAB H: Key Personnel Roster 

POSITION 
1/77 
E/82 
11th Avn Gp 
227th 
22Bth 
229th 
SPT CMD 

15th TC 
15th S&S 
27th 'tlrt.mr 
15th MED 
13th SIG 
8th ENGR 
1/9 

NAME 
LTCJames White 
MAJ William. E Horton 

· COL Josepn",_, C'xude 
LTC Willie F Dixon 
LTC Richard H Speedman 
LTC Gene E Brown 
COL Conrad L Stansberry 
LTC Grady R Poole 
COL William C Dysinger 
LTC Vaughn C Emerson 
LTC Clarence Met z · 
LTC Frank P Raga.no 
LTC N Rex Davis 
LTC Paul Gentry 
LTC Etlwin S Townsley 
LTC Richard ·W Diller 

FR<N -

l May 68 
5 May 68 

\' 

I 
' I· 
I 

I 
I 

I 
30 Apr 6~ 
4 Map 68;

1

-

Present : 

\ 

I 
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SUBJECT: Operation. Delaware ftfter·.Action Report 
TAB I: Casualty Statistics 

KIA WIA lill!: NHD NHI 
1/8 - - 0 4 Z7 0 0 
2/8 9 38 1 1 0 
1/12 3 39 1 0 0 ' 1i 
2/12 0 . 19 2 0 0 . 

1/? 10 ~ 2 1 0 

2/? 10 40 3 1 0 

5/? 8 ··~ 13 1 0 

1/9 3 
•' 

5 4 13 0 
.... :~ 

other units 22 ~ g,i 2. 0 

Divis:ion. Totals 69 530 47 17 0 

2d Bde during same period 
1/5 31 110 5 1 0 

2/5 2 73 2 l 0 
other 10 26 6. Q._ 0 

·Total 43 209 9 2 0 

\' 
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SUBJECT: Operation Delaware After Action Report, 
TAB J: Rotatees and Replacements , 

1. There were 16 ITT's, 6 curtailments and 202 extensives of forei n service 
tours. There were also 6 school applications and 1· special ~i nt request 
processed during the period 19 April - 17 May 1968. •· 

2. Following is a breakdown of incoming and outgoing personnel fo 
period 19 April-17 May 1968: ·'i:. 

Officers 
Warrant Officers 
Enlisted Personnel 

Total 

Replacements Received 

125 
B5 

2068 
227'8 

Rotatees 

55 
17 

1538 
1610 

3. FoJlowing is a breakdown for· personnel who departed during the eriod 
19 April - 17 M~ 1968, for return to CONUS for separation from the service: 

TYPE OF SEP !.RATION 
Normal Discharge (AR 635-200) 
Elimination ( AR 63 5-212) 
Retirement (AR 635-200) 
Early Release (AR 635-200) 
Hardship ( AR 63 5-20()) 

Total 

\' 

NUMBER 
253 

1 
1 
1 
7 

2b3 
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SUBJECT: Operation Delaware After Action Report 
TAB K: Postal Activities 

During the period 19 Apr to l'?'~ay 68 the following business was tJansacted: 

a. Money Order Sales: $.34.3,.38.3.67 
b. Stamp Stock Sales:. 0 
c. Postage Meter Funds: 0 
d. Total pieces of incCllling mail: 71977 
e. Weights of incoming mail: 46F>,.382 (2.34 tons) 
f. Total pieces of outgoing mail~ 2,790 
g. Weighf,s of outgoing mail: 72,012 (.36 tons)-· . 
h~ Average weight of mail distributed daily: 16,1·;1 {8 tons) 
i. Average weight of mail dispatched daily: 2,483 (1 ton) 
j. Number of days mail was received: 29 
k. Number of days mail was dispatched: 29 · 
1., Pieces of accountable mail received: 1,095 
m, Pieces of accountable mail dispatched: 1,287 
n. Total pieces of mail receiving directory service: 66,036 
o. Postal Inspections conducted: 16 
p. Unsatisfactory mail room inspections: 1 



~!R!'PJjODWpED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

(' u·:·-:1'--'rJ:~-~-"-_j{;.J) 
SUBJECT: Operation Delaware After Action Report 
TAB L: R&R Statistics 

.. 
R&R allocations and destinations are as listed below. Occasfonall more 
seats than allocated are used due to using standby personnel to as ure max­
imum utilization. 

our-OF-COUNTRY 

Bangkok 
Hawaii 
ToJ:<Yo 
AustraUa 
Maililla 
Hong Kong 
Penang 
Taipei 
Kuala Lumpur 
Singapore 
'TO:r AL (106 .6% utilization) 

'' ... 

RECEIVED 

225 
354 
117 
192 

22 
:· 175 

45 
208 

41. 
~ 
1457 

~ 

225 
'J'J? 
119 
203 

25 
184 

47 
221 
40 

_.ll 
1524 
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SUBJECT: Operation Dela·ttare After Action Report 
TAB :M: . Judge Advocate Activities ! 

1. Statistical sumnar;v of co~s-ma;rtial and other ac;t;ivities ·,.Of th_ e __ 1st . 
. Air. Cavalry Division units: . · ·. . / . 

A. General Courts-Martial- o i . 
B •. Special Courts-}!art:lal 21 
c. Sumna.ry Courts-Martial 6 
D. Nonjudicial Punishments 130 
E. Claims processed 93 
F. Legal assistance cases 493 

. G. ll.ilitary Affairs cases . 62 
I 

2. The Office of the. Division Staff Judge Advocate provided assis~ance. and 
advice to all units as required at their tactical location. Ever:v 1 effort 
was made to reduce· the number of courts-martial by earlv isolation I of develonin 
problem areas,e.g., guard offenses and marijuana, and su~~estin~ pteventive 
law programs designed to reduce the number of incidents by el:imina.ting 
temptations and sources of difficulty. Each officer and enlisted '$an newlv -
assigned to the Division received instruction at the Division Tra.i~ng Center, 
conducted by the Staff Judge Advocate or his Deputy in order to acbuaint everv 
member of the Division with the standards of conduct expected bv t~e Division 
Conmander particularly with regard to enemy personnel arrl the civijlian pop.-
ulace. I 

j \, 

.3. Draw down on personnel was reduced by vigorous controls on prei and post.:. 
trial confinements. other forms of punishments were used wherever! possible. 

I . 
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Sll13J EJT: • OP EL~TIOU D.E[,.;.',;;.,RE 1~£ter' i ... e:ti en R ep<>rt 
T.AB N: Mi1i tary Polio e l~ctiviti cs ~·"' 

)I . 

. . 1. The 545th Military Polic;e Company provid:Ed the !o~Jowinc auppart far the 
subja:rt oper-ation. · . 1 

a. 20 miJ itary polio emen 91~d' I offic Gr' ;proviclGd Cp s;ecurity f1' the 
Di-vdsion J1111!P Cp and I?rovid ei trtlff :Lc:~ control ar rund the niretrip a r.z Sta 11 iion 
throuahout the opcr at :ron. · ··· 

b. 5 r.1ilitarypo1ic·emen w;ere attached! to and a!ep·Joyed with the Jst Btigadle 
and provided DTOC and PW security. 
2• Equ:i!Jment utilized': 

a. 1- I ton trtu::;k w/traitlet'. · ~~ 
b. 1- 2 ton (mule) truck. 

3~. rJo- majar pa::oble1!1S' from a milit~ry poJic:e standpoint wer-e encoun arai di'urinc 
the op ar .qtion. . . , 
4• ObS'et'V'ation: 1 

a:. Strict accountability should' be n1J.i11ta.inEd on cnpturdi wenp<tns. 
! 

\' 
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a. Rq.J'Ular month1 y paymEnts: 
b. Partial and) adivancel p~ymeats, 
c·. Tre.vo:l p·a·.yme:p.ts: ··f;l . 
~ Pi.as-.t ae ~·I es . . · ·· . 
8. Sales: of Gov a:-n1nent Ch ooks 
f. Pr a:;·essEd jjn :t:'l:at's<nneJ 
r;. Pr co oo: sEd out p ers;onn eJ 
h. . Total c:ash ani crhook payments. 

2 •. Sayp,:nrrs Fro{;T-atm Partia:ipation: 

Bands: 
Bond·s and Savin..n;s: D~osit 
Savf:ng·s: D ~osd.ts 
TO.E<~L .l?J.RTIC ]?l.~.TION 

.. ;i 16,l16 

. r 3 
, '215 

. . . 2,~~8 
. J ,f72 
$6,114,~na4 

\' 



l'REPRO!:Jti,tCEDAT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
~" ' '''" " 

SUBJ&CT: 
Tn:B P: 

OPJRi,TION D£L..\/J~J~E 1~ftEr ll.a:tion Report 
OhapJ.a.in J.•~ivities 

1. This :report coyers chnpJa±ns:1 activities in ®pp ort of (')_per'atio De1av.are 
Iam Son 216 fron 190800 .rl.pril to 171200 Ml.y 19€8. 
2· Four Oha:plnins W'Er-o assiGnsi to each of the two brisacies- Cl..iroot y invoJvai 
in tho op Elt"aticn in tho J;;. Shau Valley• Thesle e:i{;ht chap lainsr"held 167 re]igi0Us 
S.iet'Vic ::ll' in the~· Shau Valley d:\lrint; tho ap a-at ion. · 
3· In addition other chCtp visitEd their pet"So.nnel s.s ~ ation a~ 
opp ortunitioo· were. available a~ providei p-astaraJ o-·ouns-eJ~ne, gui · .nc e,. 
enc ou~a:r:;oment, and assistance. ·· · j 
4• Outsi:;nndinc; c.:aq?cration was civeri'by 15th MOO: Bn unite in the fieldl.. The 
Battalion and Bricadc S) 1s. often notified chap·,a:iinflil W-en casua1ties: wer-e stilJ 
in the fiold, and the c:hapiainS' wer:e'wait:iinu at the aidi stations wh~ the cas­
ua It i os. a:LT iv 00.. Oft an C'hap Iaiins v.uc:re Wii th the units v.h en th e men 1' at' e wound eel. 
5 • Lc 's-ons 1 t:tirn ei : 

a • f. or r eiici OUS' scrvd.c es tru. st b o c 1 ose:ry c oordina t cd with tho uni t 
S) 1s C0 1s,. . 

: 
b. or:tation and ti:'ave1 to unim in the fie"~d usinr; ,ocbi · s rust 

~ cord crl with 1.U1i t S4 '&•# 

c:.. ChaplninS' ned!. to attend briefings at a.11 1EIV'e1s to r.;ceive information 
..Jl'i the m.i ssi on and cone opt of th c 0p er at ian in order to prep nr e for ad equn t e 
,hap}ain support and cOVE:JrO(se• 

d. Il'u11 cor.1raand support must be {'?;iven tn the chap1aiina- I!Jctivit' es, .s:-ervic9S' 
:::::1.d transp orta ti on. 1 

c. TheBricra:de c-haplains· ouJdprovide re1iQicus services: on 1'n area 
';cvarnr;e basis fer arti1lary and other sup'~ort troop·s in their .~. ... o. This wou1d 
'· ol±eve the division transportation requir arrcnts· and' avoidli:ng d'up, iqa ti on of 
.c, -~TV-ices in the same LZ' 51 and are1:s. i ··· 

f. Command emphasis should be pJacei' on the impartance of the tJnit chapJain'~ 
: _ esenc e with the cxn!J.ba:t ba.ttali ens. I 

.. r;. If n t a J J p ossib 1 e a h eJ ic q;>·t er from ooch mj or sub ord'ina t e ! Ort:l'Gni za ti on 
"!,ould bo assi£:;'1H.rl to their chapla:ins: for one d·ny each week in order' to f'acd,ita~c 
•:heir transportBtion to scatter:& units to perform their dUties. f' 
~1, l~dditionai nnjor activities of the cha;pln~in'a> s:~F£tion durinc' th period of 
· {l e op er~1ti en. 

a. Ch (CPT) Hoord visited Cav patients· :iin the hospita~s in Japq:n. 
b. .. .. totn:I of 416 sat'Vices were held in the division 1~0, other." jthnn thoe:e 

(rq:;ortEd nbwe) for the.~.,. Shnu V'al1 ey. TotOJ1 .~ttGndance for a<]1 sd:rvices· 
durina tho pcriai wo~a 3J, 623· 

c. Sp min] off cr:'ine:s- ($51:9. zj,) toPer" e reo eived by the chaplains: · t S'ervic es: 
frr dc~titute vridows and Ot'phans, of slain ~>RVN soldier's.. 

t'':. J.• J ow·j_sh religious proc:r·am was- insti tut cd at Camp' B.ran~. 
~.;;. Q'l G chap ln:in 's· trainine c onf St" enc e w:as.: held', with an attend nc e of 23 

,. 
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SUBJECT: OPER~"'TilN DEL.~W..:.RE i1.fter ..:~ction R-::J?ort 
TIJ3 Q: SurGeons .t..otivitics 

:r. DurinG Opt.i'a.t:ion Delawnre-Ia.m Son 216, c cntinuous medico) &Upport was 
providei to thG- ''First .Toomlf by orc;a-.nic mo:ll.cm1 units:. Dtu'ing the r.· iod 19 
.1~pri 1-1 Ml!y medica 1 aorrqnmy S't.lpp art w.a.s: pr ovd.d'ei from Canp hn$. D ri.nr.r this 
time, thebatta.licn aid stations J d:re:ted in 1tho ~~·. Shau Va.1J ey w~e a. , ental 
wiJuh, extra p crsom;el ·~.d. medlca:l supp. , ies' to .take care of m:tsU'tJt~es: that c OU1d 
na~t be· mracu.1tOO. J.I!lilH.dJ.ately. On 1 1•hy 1968, 1. .. Con:pany, 15th MecllJ.ca 
Batt:':'~J:i.on, mwed into the van~ and provided d'ivision 1 eveJ mOO.icaJ 'core. 
Re:.1.n~t1ri ov.ncuatian from I Mly t~ ; Mly was provid6i by division Med ac; aftE!r' 
thi::; "; ine th G r'lis-sion .wn:.s· ace omp J ish !Jl by 'Dust-off"". 
2 •. Dm·fn.::; the q;>et'rition, J• r:.nd C Companies:, 15th Medicn:1 Battalion,. 
463 ir..ju:des resv.ltin.c .f'r em hostile acti en. Of' this· tota 1 112' were 
a:.nd r :rturn Ed to duty. 
;.. · Th0 other. two majQt' scurcoo-- of ad-mission dllrill(;' the <~Hratio.n wje 116 non­
ba'.:;tle :njurios and 225 disease ans•es. 
4· JYI:-J!i.:::al diseases; of sinnifioamca durin{; the ope:>:atio.n wer-e aa fo Jaws: 

a. tt:l.le.ria ... 7 cases of n:araria were reportEd. I 
b. FUO- 52 cas:cs: Of. faver o£ undet'terEined cri,;in were rep crtE4. Iack of' 

'~.borat cry fac_ilitioo lH'OOl'Uded a p. ositive dli. ·agnosia; J..·n most oo. s·es.. 

1

• 

c. GastroenteritiS"- 29 cnses of g-asA;roanteritis- wa-e reportal. During 
This cpidainic a larg·a outbrook of Shirte1 1 osis, invoJvinr; approximately 7000 
·~·8rsons occurrOO.. This was tracc.:d tocontarninaticn of tho water- aup~1y • .<.1.sa 
:;:·oou.It~ all unit~ ~vo1vro rEDeivoo r,ammn g1obulin as a :prophyJaxis ~eain.st · 
..:.n£ cctio.us hq>atJ. t::ts. I 

d. Heat :amaustion- 7 <rr'.ses Of hoo.t exhaustiQl wE!r'e reported. · 



f. / ·l:. -:f-(1 f o:,f·. ,~--~ .... e~ -/;...... 
S.UBJEJT: OP.EP ... TI01l DL.\v • .R.G .l.~.ftqr l~ction RqJort 
Ti.:B R: Inspector General ~ . ..ctivities: 

1. Durin[.~ Opernt. io.n Delaware the Inspootor GeneraJ. Section r~in~ at Carrp 
&anS> wdth eTemmts of the Division Heectqua:rters. The IG Jia!scn o~fioe at 
Camp Rad:c Iiff continuEil: to 0p cr."<it e thus p ermi ttin[; o:ontinuerl irnrna:l:l¥t e acceSS: 
ta :pE!t"ercnnel nnd fimmoe re::ord:s·'o.na: a capabi1ity for p·rovidi.:n.e qui~k response 
and re::iolu"bion of individ'ual :p~blems. ~· 
]· r1: <_;«TJS .. JlV .... GI insp e::tions of the conr;1and wa-e c·ontinued durine . eration 
.u eJ.aw::cr e~ The f 011 q.rinc;- units \Wet' e ·insp rot Ed: : 

23 I,pril 
2:i "'pril 

·. ~pril. 

2 

(1) 'Requests: for nssistance- 116 
(2) Complaints- 8 (Justifiro-2) 
(3) Invost:Lc.ations and Inquiries:- 0 
(tV) :rono.:ppropriat cl Funds: Insp e::tions - ll 
(5) Class OS rP.ve:n at Divis·ion Training cant E!r': 

~
a.( Officers·, W0 1s and· Sr :EhJ - I 
b' Ehlista:l - 1 
c) Conbat Lood~er.s Course - l 

I 

l 



~REI:'/'!ODUyEDAT THE NATIONAL.ARCHIVES 

f?(/;_/~1 
SUBJ.i:CT: Of'EHATIOH D.;;;:W.~>IitlU After Action Report 
Ti'~) S: G-4 Operations 

a. Genercl. Opere.tian· DEL:~~!AM 71'11"-ich. uef<m on 19 April and en ed 17 
Ea.) involvldd tJ:~; 1st· and .2d :;I"ieades of thd 1st Air Cavalry Divisio , tl:le 
3d ReciLwnt lst ARVrJ Division, and the 196t}'; Lieht Infantry d9t:ade • .. 

h. 'jio lst !Jrigr~de b.:.·S':l was established at LZ StHllion with tliJ +.st . 
FSE colloest.ed. ~;it> tho ·nri[';ude Trains to provide cortbat service surlport •. 
TLe Jd 'rig~,de set up a fnnmrcHb· .. se .r~t LZ Flipper, but t?:e l;rigade· ~rains and . 
; elicopt:,er frou. tte division b~'.se. T.te 3d ReeiJ!tent 1st ARVU Di:visit;· establisher 
its b.J.se at l.Z Lillif.'.n and rec~ived combat service support ~trem tho 1st -~..SE ': 
r;t LZ .St<:~llion. The 196th Light Infar1tr.v· Lrieude establishtid its b seat. Camp. 
Gvans ond opo;:·ntoad in an f:() soutl:vJest of Cal!lp .C.v:ms. ComLnt sorvi~ . support 
was provided by the organic FS.E. 'Ihe 1st Provisional FSE provided pport to 
the lst Air Cavalri Division units based at Camp l!:vans. 

c. FSA support consisted' of Task Force Langley at CaiJp 3vans · d in t!lc 
A SLr.u VaE.e2r a small au.gu.;;ntation was provided to the r'S~ to assis in the 
OlJ<Jr::J.tion·.or an .ASl-' <tt LZ .Stallion and to provide Grf~ves ftoeistrati n Se.:..·vice. 
''; is small aug;:aontation lias no't;-: satisfcctory 'because the FSE do\}s n t have 
· .. , ..; r.1r.mpot..rer. or tlw equi.pnent. 'tt;> run. an ASP. 

d. Operation Dli:L:.~:J'ii.Rt~·1~J~S supported. co;t~plet.ely by an air LOC a:peria< 
of r:l<:trginal l·<satLer. In spite of low cailings, thunderstorms, and cnonw 
anti-o.ircraft fire division helicopters end Air Force C-130' s flew peated . 
:·issions into tl":o. /t Sl·au V<!.lley to deliver the large tonnage of sup ~lies that 
·;~·c:.s ndCGSS'-T;;" to sustv.in tha operation. During thd first two da~rs r the -
-·5.i.' drop tho GC.:~ hD.d not b·JCO':te oper::ttional at A luoi and tr.e C-130 crews wore 
forced to fl.~.' tho n~R ::1.ir doJliveries relying entirel~r on t::(lir nose re.dC:~r 
for terr uin avoidance. Durine the operation 2252 sl· ort tons of sup lies 'V'rore 
d."livereci. to the valley b,y· orcanic holicopters. and 2212 tons were d >livered by 
c.:irdrop. .\fter t1 •6 run<Ja~r e::t A Luoi · .. ;c;;,s coetpletod 617 tons were . landt:cl Ly 
Air Force air craft. 

e. The A Luoi o.ir fi~Jld l.-Jas rehabilitntcd by the 8tr. Engineer ~attalion 
to C7l\. and C-123 c;:.pabilit,r' in five deys tmd uxpand0d to receive C- 30's a. 
fev1 dnys lc.ter. Follm,Jinr. the completion of tlle rummy it ·:as used to air 
l«nd suppliG s and to retroi~rade th; <dr items frou tl;G air drops. t \'las 
pl~.nrwd ti-.c t t~te tdr strip t~ould 11lny an importr.mt role in the extr ction of 
supplies, troops, and <~quipt;lent ~.t th.;;; conclusion of the operation. Eowevcr 
,:'.ftar the first dB.;;" of tte extraction l:·euv;:· dail~· rains mad-3 the ru lray non­
···perc.tiono.;.l end it b~"d to be closud for the Nuainder of the opernt on. T'r.e 
. emaind;;;r of tJc extraction includud thu back l·aul of JC/7 tons of ppli~S l.Z!l.S 
.~.ccomplished 'vy· Ol"[;mic :wiation ::~ssBts. 

r. The drop zone l'Jl:ich '\tas used at A luoi pres:.mted considerab 
problems in Ti:JCOVF.:~T'.Y' o0cause of tr.e higl": elephant r,r~tss \-lbich made 
bundles ;~Jct,remely difficult to 'locate and rutreive. The problem 't'la 

11, • '1'1 compounded \l;;.y a sl-:ortage of trucks and i'l!E. ·1e truck shortage was 
by use of captured Russian trucks. The CJ-i-47 helicopter with its c 
on a 150 ft cLble was succossful in recoverinr, many of tr,e bundles 
v.rhich dropped in otlicrvlisc inaccossable locations. 

\' 
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SUBJ,....:CT: OFclt.ii.TH.li D.;;LA!iili.ci· After Action Report 
TAB S: G-h Oper.~,tions (COI;T'D) 

e;. DI:fK.:Oe. installocl nn aircraft refuel site at A lnoi with ca ity 
for 1000,,000 t:~tl Jl"-4 ;md.101000 t;al:cuef.: of AVGAS; 1-i:OOJ.S & dii'sal ol .. 
The site had;··the cupu,bility of refUQ,ling 4 slick ships,.: 4 gun ships, 
4 CH-47's and one Cri-54 si1nultanow.sly ... ·Fuel l!I3.S resupplied by air n 
500: [:;al collapsible drur:1s;. . 'l'h~a .. ·· ··rufuel ·cap<$ility enabled helicopt~rs. 
to· operc;te i:h the AO i'or a"'{tcnc:lc~ periods -....dthout reliance on Can1p :ti1"MS 
f,or: . .f\1.-el.o· .. Tba refuel e<;.t.pa.bility in tho it) t...ras essenti,a.l.: to the runt' y 
etmstruction because. sorne. of the eneinee:.r equipment naeessary for th . 
construction l'tas s<l heavy t'he Cii.•54 • s· could not bring tho equipnent in 
and carry· isuffiei.ont. fuel: to return to .Wens. · 

:.· . ' .. ·.· . . . .. ' . . .• ' i 
· h• The' extraction .ph~se or· the operation w~S:nt mnoothly .in spite~ of the 

i'o.ct th;-;.t the rains closed th~ Nn't-Tay after the first· dey ... · 'l'ha back hauling 
of supplies bocam. , o a probl(,jlJl bee. ausu the operation uas ~rminatt---d sqoner 
than :.J: ... -mne.d and· suprtlies for. th~o:. extra· days h~:d e~ready b~en brouB¥- into the 
_AO •.. In addition a large su'pr:q o£: a"J?i .• llU!Jition.>·ro:m~:dned Ofl tf.re drop, ~one \thich 

. : c.d to bJi.' racoverod and bock· hauled~ . There were t\iO 10,000 lb Air !Ioree 
··ork lifts whiei'i becnuset· o:t" the<·Wltit;:aly closine of the. airfield h":,cl to be 
·..:.iSlitantled and hauled out by L'r:-:-54. 'lhese unforseen. difficulties deilayed 
the extraction so!nev1hat, bit tho diligence an.d hard work of- all invqlwd enabled 
the extraction to be co;rrpletad. .successfully in a ta:ind.Jmlm of time. l~o · 

. suppJies :or .equipntent were l(:jft behind .and tho> operation terr.ti.nat.~·d ·a. · 

. c-x1plete succeSs .• ···It ~.:as· a· classic from the· st.and point. of lot;isti. ·. SU}J1.0rt 

· -:~f a totally air.robile force operating ~dthout. benefit of a land • . 
. . .. . ·'·' . ! . 

· .. -~ :,. ... 

•. 1 

' - . . ~ (~ t~~£.11 
, IJi . ...... ....-(, .. ;l . . . ' •' ·"""-•. 

"' . 
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SUBJ.::.:CT: O.i'i~£ATIOl\T Dill-A .rARE A!ter Action Report 
TAB T: Logistics. 

1. Supply and Si:n'Vices. ' 
a. Class I ~ctivities. I 

'.. During Operation Delat-mre 1 I 557 tons or Class;: wer~ issued. 
b. Class II & IV. i 

(1) '£hirty ... f?..;;ven lifelines ·uere received, process~~ and shippeq 
to fort'lard area.s. · .c.,:.il · . 1 

(2) A total. or:·A81 .tons o£ cl.pthing, equipmoot nndl! barrier 
u.:.terials l'V'ere issued in support or the operations. ' ' 

c. Clgss III . · . 1 · 

(l) Sevctn l~folines were received, processed and sripped for a 
total of )7 .1 tons. · · 

· . (2) A total o£ 337 fuel s~ples were anaiyzed; 249 wore on grad 
32 met use limits, and 65 Here orr specification. I 

d, Class V. . 
.. (l) A tot;d o£ seven lifelines 'ltlt:re processed and ls'1ipJ.1ed to 

. fol"'.-J~trd units.. . . ~ 
·· .. · (2) Division Class V personnel assisted attached D teo.ms 
in the d3struction of 41. tons of unserviceable nr:rllntnition •. 

(3) '.1\Jo i.\mlfunction ra po~s were . rocei vcd and pr~essed. 
e. Foqd $ervica i\ctiviti~s. · l'ood Service personn~-:1 ctlmtinued 

',:to conduct insP?ctions ;md liaison,. yisi.ts to mess fr:.ciliti's throughout 
the division \dth emp}la.sis on sanitr~tion and fit)l(i messing! procadures •. 

t. Ae:.·ia.l Supply Activities. . . . : 
(1) Riggers c.i~t Camp l!.'V'ans sling load.;d .3 1 993 1109 lbs in b19 

.sorties in support of tr.e operation. .. ·· I 
· .. . . · (2) ·.The rierer teara conpl.etcd its udssion in the .~ Sha.u ' · 

V.:J.ley recovering upproxirJately 4 1 0001 000 lbs ot heavy c;lrop oquipnent. 
Approx:i.~tely 987 1009 pounds }ti.-Jre sling loaded for retulll fo Camp Evans. 

g. l'he; fo11owi. · ng. supp¥es l'rere. issued to the division;:' 
· · (1) Class I - 1,557 tons. I 

. (2) ·.Glass II.& IV - 4S1· tons. · ·. · · j 
() ) Class III (gallons) I 

(a) JP4 - 2,142,450 I. 
(b) AVGil.S - 9J, 150 r 

.. (c£) i~oc;,s - 4l>5/t50 I 
.. (d) DF2 - 4~,202 I 

(4) Cl::rss v - o,267 tons. I' 
2. Tr<msportation P.nd ~'i:aint·ane..nce. 
\ 

u. Air :tr~ns!Jortation novorn<Jnts durinc the period 19r April 68 to 
17 Ha~ 68 ~1ore as follm1s: / 

26 .r~priJ. 
~7 . .:;.pril 
aa i1.pril 
29 4.'Pril 
30 !~pril 
1 ~in;r 

2 lie.;/ 
3 11ay 

(1) Air Drop. 
StJm'I .. W 3/T CL.A.Sf OF SUPPLY 

15 220· 
16 2.35 
22 31o 
22 308 
17 ZJ't 
27 378 
1) 182 
17 2,38. . 

TOTAl .. 
....1!. . _ n~o .. 
1b4 li 21300 S/T . (:',;,- j~ c.{ .a- •. fti./ 

l v i 

v i 
I, ~II. V 
I, fiii, V 
v I 
I, ,III, V 
I, V 
I, /III, v 
I. r 
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SUBJECT: OPER,;:~TION DEL.a\1/.:·•RZ ~~fter' lic.tion Report 
T~i.B T: I·6cistic-s (CO:i}1' 1D)' 

(2) .<dr rand. 

DJ•T E ;:H.RTIES S/T PASSENG S 

2 l'hy 
4' I'i:ly 
5 M:tiy 
6 lihty 

7 :tvny 
9' }!ty. 

10 l'hiy 
12 11t~r 

TCY.r1l.L 

1 -~· 
IO 
29 
18 
7 

10 
5 

12. 
92 

I.6 
34•5" 

140.2 
257! 
98 
56. 

1)8 
727.3 

57)1 

575 

(3) Total adtr. land/air dXop· for Operation DEL:.\.UJ.RE 
sor·ties vrith ).025· S/T and 575 pa.ss·epc.ers• d'e1iva-e:l or extract • 

( 4 ) 1• ir lift'· and c OUlti .er ::t-e1'Vic e~ 
(a) D'U('inc the- apeTation decl:ic:8Jtei C7.tt. 's red'e '·'nor c:ontri­

bu.t ions: to air land:ings ,qt" 11. J:c:rui. The r:njor use of C7A 's was t-o ~ontinue 
c::ourier s·ervic e throughout the 1st ACD .il.O and~ An Khe. 

·(b) Daily C-130 r:JfssionSJ w'er e fJ own fron .tl.n Kh. · to Phu Baii 
and: Quane Tr·i. These mssions were us:·Eii t-o nove R&R• PCS, and; rep1a~enent 
p er~onncl an:t· car(•;o into· and' out of the 18% aCD .<~0. 

b. Ground. Transportation. The 26th Generral Supparit GrouP' continusftcr 
provide Uno haul transport~tion for the nover.rent of supp1ies oo. support~ 
h1[;' act±v:i tics-. Mlj crr". point crf pic.k up c.ontinued to be Wundler[ {3 E!l:ch and 
Don(; Ha.. • · 

~. Ground. M!tintenance. Ground r:ainta'Wnce waso p:roVtided5 b(Y A Detachnent 
27t~ }'hintenanc·e Ba:tte.;.J.ion at I,Z Sta.Uion during· the period 18] Apri1 68 to· 
1<4 l'hy 68. . . . ' 

(1) The op a:atianal rEnd~iness by C!onn<!ldity for the· pa!"iodl. was nts; 
foJ TC\>~:s: 

C..i>. T EGOR Y 

.y dl icr.JJ~. 
Trniler'13' 
~•rt il1 at'Y 
Sm1I ~~rr..n 
Gcn arntors 
C.orritt.11ic ;;rtions 
0£f'ic o :l:1l:Chin ro 

(2) Tho tot.'lJ D:irc.~t 
p criod. war o as .foll<:ws: 

,1 c~~T IDCR Y 
q 

•:..utorJOtive 
Ehcimea­
Electronics:: 
Of fie e !!'achin es 
Sm1 J llrnJS! 

· ~'-rtill ery 
I:nstrur:~.ent s 
Jl.llied TradES 

96.8 
99·9. 
99.3 
99.8 
90.1 
94.6 
97·3 

Support \;fork R equoots; cornp1 et 

384 
407 

1,339 
177 
524 

75 
215 

(i. ,. ,594~ 
,-·y···-1~; {::; . . :"' /} 
./ ....... li' .. ··"J•. --·6--1·.., 

\' 

duritJG the 



/}. c / • //:;~ ~ H-j) ' ( / •-j·i... , .. ~--~~...,-~ . 
SUBJ .&:.T: OP RL.TIO!if D E[..;.H.;.li E ·~1ft er l•cti en R ~art 
TAB T: lorristic·s (co:NT 1D) · 

:m.mni!JG aver by a t:r::·uc.k. 
3·. Iitni tin(\' Stoo-l{a-[i e. 

a. OBSERV •• TION~. J.• c:on8:'idcr'ablc stockac:e of su:pp1i , partic­
ularly 0Ic"l.ss v, vras buiit~ .. up. When the Cll:d'E!r' cane to b~3in traction, 
a s:it:,"'TTH'ic:ant effort 1-ras· raqu:brei to back-haul this- stcx::kacre. 

b. RBJ CX'11'1.21ID .... TION. In au q;, erationB', pArticularJy ones which 
are of Jimitcd' duration in r·em.ote aro<Hr-1 the supply stoclm ~st be 
c1 osoly noni torci ani c·ontrol 1 ed. 8:'0 thr:tt excessive stockacreS' .~o not 
occur which crouid cEruse probie:r:ns: :i!n taJCticaJ roof.1>J oyr:rent.. I 

4. Runway Surface. : 
a. OBS.ERV.t.Tiv.N. The Ca:IT!P B.ro.ns .A:irfieJd' has req_uir& constant 

a:Iosin::; for maintenance nnd repairs· dlue to usage am to eros~ on caused 
by thund'cr showat's. .Ehc·h tine th<::l.runway is c,osed., nerial reaupply 
and troop novemmt are eut:.'tad1ed.for severa-l days;. Durillt':i tlle NE Mcns:«»Ql 
(rainy s ooson) this· prob I em w.:i!ll boo orne much wore: e.. 1 

b. R...:OOI1vl:El'IDt~TION. Durinc r;ocd weather a heavy d.ut~ all 
weather surface should· be plac.at on the runway s:o that re1iab1 e a11 
weather air <llpErn.tions will be possible at CaJI;l hns· throuc1out the 
yoctr to S'UBtain frequent C-130 and· C-123 f1 :l.r;hts;. · 

\' 

I 
I I, 

I 
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SUBJ IDT s OPER.t:~TlOH :0 EL. ... \,l.J.tE ~;.fta:- .L•c1:iion R €pm't .. 

T.u.B T: !o.-;istics: (C01~'D) · 

(3) .J .. total crf 15-~287 repair parts ware r~uisitionOO. with a 
tot.."!:l of 1 04• 28 S/T of J;"t~air partsJ us:ed. · . t . 
. · . · (4) .h.n intaecst:i:n(:; developoE!t:lt in ~E!I."ation DEL \W.~RE was the 
noo:ossity of rEpOd.r.~' ~pt'l.n."""·ai ~uipnent far.- us:e .oy the .J st ACD units. 
ThiS' was: particularly true of the EtiUtOI!lotive i tet.'!S when ewera1 Soviet 
trucl~' Wct"e rqJ~:tirai for i1!'0linc suppJiee vicinity .1i. Loui airfield!. This 
effort was espooian.:r'helpful d:ue to the soa.n nunber: of truclm Jif'ted 
by the 1st l~CD :f.l)to the .i1. Sha:u· Valley. 
3'. . ..:i. ircra.ft Ml int enanc e. · · ; · 

a. The follow:illG nunbEr Of aircraft by t;ype wel:'e dx peel trco aceoUl 
ability d.urinG the q>eration: 

. J~CPT TYPE QU>.NriTY 
OH-6ii. 2. 
OH-1 .:35 !0: 
m-w 6 
UH-lC 7 
.tl.H-!G 4 
m-~ 8 
UH-IH 10 
CR-47i;. 9 
CB-5"4J. ..l I 

, . TCf.l'.ii.L 57 • ' 
b. T:h.e foJJ cwinc aircraft by t;ype were picked u,p du1:hnc the operat~~ 

.t .. CFI' TYPE 
OH-Gt 
UH-113 
.i~H-lG 

UH-lH 
CH-47B 
OV-lB 

QU.~l11'1TX 

1 
4 

10 
16 
6 

J. 
38 

E. Loaistias. . 
1. FSh Support. I 

a. OBS.ERV~.TION. .t~n FS.i~ w:as:: r a:.tueart ell to ~port the tw 
brir;:r:dea and the ~>RVN rer~immt <!!peration :iin the .A Sh4u ValJey. This 
request vltls not {jL'ent <:tl by 1st toe Om; the onJ y support pr·evid ed. 
'V.TU.~ !1TJ(p1entation. for the FSE. This o:rxanr;enent was; qoopJ etely uns1tr 
isfactory as the FSE had: to perform both who, esa1 e and retaiJ 
supp Iy functions-. . I · 

b. REJ011MEND.J"i'I Q~. vJhenever a brie;ade or leJLr::;e size e, eoeni 
of. the division operates in a:: new~ arE18., a:n FS£ .. ous-t ~e providEd: to 
supply wholesale dilivery of' Crass; I, In, an:t V supi'1iee as a 
r.ti.ni l"l!W.. 

2. C!e'lrnnc e Of' Drop ZonE~h 1 

e.. · OBS:~~V.u.TION. Supplies' ware air droppEd <pn a drop zone 
\<.lhiah w:as ov:erGTow.n wr.L .. :th eJ ephant erase and undarbru$h. J:~s a result 
bundles were EOCtrem.oJy d:iffiau1t and' sometines iq;los$ib1e tore­
cover. Iv!:rny ware J ost and nel1ia-- foun<f ar.- roooveredi.J' 

b. R JJOMMmD.~.~.TION. FriO!:' to usii~G such an .rea for a drop 
zone it shouJd' be ~,earEd' e:,ithar- by burninG', ,bu1 ldoz~-;, or sir:p1y 

c~./ ~6;, .U ' 

'\ 



This interview is being conducted by CPT JWA Whitehorne; lL.th Militart 
Histo:rt Detac;:hment on 57 Maz 196~ wi_tb J;1G John J Tolson1 Ccxnmarding 1 

Gen;z-al, 1st Cavalry Divisia~. The subject is operation Delaware (19
1 

.. 

April-17 May 1969). · . · . . . . . . . I 
Q. \\'hen WaS an . oper.ati.on mt~ the A Shau 'Valley tirst coneei vea? • I 
A. Tp say when ~n Qperation int~ the .1,. Shau 'V8.11e.Y "mt!l" first eoncei"V~ 
is ... a .. lit ... tle diff:i~.t .t .. ·.o .. · .ans .. w~.r.•.:••.What .··I'm. s.a.YJ.. ·ng ... ··is. that 1o1e h. ad, for~··· 
example, done stUdie.a ~n possible ·.operations in the A Shau ValleT la 
fall When w.e were· working on a series ·t:ff operati0ns in this area, (I ·. Z} 
caU;E~d the York S.erie~ ,._ HOWetr!!r~ not a lot err <J.etail.ed WOrk had been~ 

. done by .. · the·D. ivision. • .... For···· thi··. s ~.:;r_:·t· i·· .• c.·nl~r Op ... er~;b. ion. ,.· .. I wa .. s .t .. o.l~. ~n.". l.· ... ·· .. 
April !9.681 at LZ Studs duri~ a;. v1s.:tt of LTG Ro$,~Hm1 the comnand·~r a 
Provisional Corpe Vietnam,. ta pJ.a~ ~or and pr~re to go into the A S~au 
Valley ... At that t·;i,Jne; we w~*' h~~ engaged in 'Qpera.tion Pega&Us., • I 
was alao tolCJ, t,ha;t. we w.ould imtiG<U.atelw- initiate •xtraction from the P~g~ 
asus AO te prepar~· oUfS$~).res a' sotm $$ we :possiblY cOilld for an assa.~t 
into the: A Sha:u V~~ As. I ~;t~ .:this was .around. n.oon on 10 April.! ·we 
first,· of course m.mt, our p!J.I.n.~pr ·~racting·out ot·the Kbe.Sam ar~$. 

J.~~ .tha .. t.· .t .. i ..... 1"'1·'.·.···e.·j it mu. st. b(J re.. m.• ... · -•.••·Y!' ... ~·.M·.··.· .. ·······.·.~h .... at .. the. wh .•. ol. e ·d·i···vi .• sia. n wi.th. the.. ~.'·.·.· c.··ep .. :""' t1.on of. th.e 2/S batt~ion was co~'-i:ed in this op~t:ton. So on U Ap;rU 
0

~··t~ we s~~~ ~;r ~xtra;qt;ton b~~k ~<J 'o~ base area$ at ~w.ng Tri Cit;l' ¢U 

Shar. ti>:rl.··~.·· ..... · .... B~. :.~t: .. :~·;·f· !\l1.· ....... -~ .-.-~.· .. · .. ·. Eva."".·· .•... · ... ns· .•.. ·. ··.·'Wh ...... e.···n·. t.· hi$ ... ·~ ..•. · .. ·.····.· t." .. ~ .. ·.• ..... ·t..iated .. , .. I s. t ... ~.:·rt·· .•. ·~.·.;:.• ........ ·.~.-·.· .. ··• .. ·• .. · · planni:ng on just how t would as~'it into the V~~. lnitiall,y,; I. ... ''S 
told I would have to leave one brigade o,f two l)attal,.ions· i1:l the Rhe S 
area and that I w~ttld ~pe giVGn an ARVN .Regillleat .:Ln. ~ddition •· tel lJW. t'H'Ot· .. 
Brigades for emplovment in A Shau. I llfl!s· ~,Q1Ji that I W01dd hav~· al.'l · .. ~. 
Airborne Task Force, the same onl!l I had in. the Pegasus Operation, to · "~ " 
ploy in th~ opeiration. I•.m sure .~ ope:ra,tion into A .. Shau Va,Uav:· ~s · .... 
cei vecl. by ·HQ, M:ACV a~ h9pefuJ.J.3" ex~~t.'.¢ ~~-rill, t~~ pa&t . two ·years; ·l{l;t. 
'Wh~n I was specifical~y t~ld to· .pJ4n tl\11:~· p,r~pa;r~· to go .into the· A 'She.* 
VEI.lley, it was noon on lO April. . ; .· .. I 

Q, .Wh~:tt: d~ctives .did 7011. rece.i"t~ ~ Mahe:r 'bead.c-uarters on t~-e s~'lh;j,~cl}.! · 
' . •' . " . i 

. A. 4.ct'l.1al:lw, I 1¥e l)i;t ~~ tfii,s in ~~er:i,ng tih& y:,revious question. My. 
directives ir.i1;i111ll' were received verball.:y from MY' Corps Commander... 1The 
directives that I mentioned before were }?asi~l)T El.ll I had with t.he.~cep. 
tion that I wa·. s incll)rrec· .. ·t ... ·.··.· ... ~·. et.·~t~n ... · .. •ll ... ~'~ ... :· t.. he 1l.r~~ ..... ~;Jtt 'be. ca.us.e. on ..... 1.~ April 
I was told l would not· h~ve mv Sec(;')i'nt 'Brigade aJld \wo of its ba\talio · .. I 
initially had started r:r,· P,l.B;nning ~t~ ttte. ass~ion that I wou,ld ot4'v 
have two brigades :tp the opera.t,:i;~n~. 'b.ut not that .em~· brigt;lde wollld ~in 
a.t Khe Sanb.;; <h ll,.. -~·; ;r J:!fi,d. 't.a ·pr~e~ n:v Plan t'$) the Corps C~nder, 
General Ros,son,., :t~ ~' C~n~er, ~erEI.l Cushma.n, and ~eral We~_tmore­
land, COMUSMACV, at ~fhu Bai. At t.nis i:,ime, I indicated how :r wa.sjgoing 
in with the ARVN Regiment ·and our 1st and 3d.· Bri-gades. And also a.t tqat · 
time, I had tpe understanding t;tat I WQul.~ have the ARV•! Airborne Tasl¢ · 

.Force which.· I!.l·wa. .... s conmdtting w.,.·. tia.lJ¥· ... ·.· :b't. to··· t.h.e .. G.pero.ati.on .north of Ba.~e 
Area 114. I presented nv concept of the ,&peration in which I was. go g 
to make my assault right from Camp Evans using it as· l'llV' main base a.r 
with the 1st Brigade leading the assault. ~to the center of the vallf6t 

. around A Luoi Airstrip. This brigade was to he fo:},le'Wed · subsequentl;r ·ttY the 
3d Brigade to. the· north and the regiment from the First ARVN Division Ito the 
south. And, as I said before, ~;~. push simultaneous]¥ into Base Area. ll4 

. . I 

! -I 

\' 
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. " ' ' '· '• - ., .. , ' r. . i 
by. the AftVN Ainorl)e !;ask }l'ap~•·. At the saae time <It eovn~··you aust j · 
remember that Oper~tion Delawro,-" also inpluded tl'te 10lst ·'Jdrborne Divi,ion 
in operatione·down Highway 547A fran Hue' in towards.the 1~ Shau Valley. i · · 
This operation was ent.ireli under the _:t:;'aetical. conttol of Provisional. ·~orps, 
so . we were half of the entire Operation Delaware as; contrasted to Pega,~l.Ul · 
tiber~ the ~ t&cti~ 1'Jftl't was \.U'Jdet- the J)iv.U.... llo. Jwi ~we• ANt 
all, thE! rest-' a total of .20 {4 of.~ich were ARVN} battal.lons lftfl)tJb'ly f . 
UJ)der. the tactical control of the division. As a result of the ·diseustns 
at· Hue-Phu Bli in the O~rps headquarters~; Jil1 concept of how I was. go in 
to P..o the operation including the details of bringing in Engineers. to e 
4. tuoi Airstrip operational and all the other facets of the operation ere 
~.pproved. But General WeStmoreland introduced some rather drastic ch~ges 
in.to't. he overall coneept of the operation which resulted that day in t~e 
.ARVN Airborne Task Foree being~ ust!id by the lOlst Airborne Division alonlg 
Highway 547 A and not 'bY me to go into Base Area 114. Also a brigade o~ 
the Am.erical Division, the 196th LIB would be deployed north to the 0• 
E\Tsns ar.ea . to assist in the defense of our base at Evans and also to bei a 
general reserve unit for· the Corps and III MAF in thie whole no'rihem '*rt 
of I Corps, Tactical Zone. My concept or ho'W we would assault in the vajll.ey 
was. bought. and no Blterations were made... The one thing that lliasn 't set'\'" 
i'irnll3r was D--Day • We had tentativel,y set our D. Day as 17 April, but I ! 
lllade the condition that it was reall,y ·contingent .;,n :nv having three f'u1l 
days of operations in the A Shau Valley by the l/9th Cav in eonjundion I 
with an 1\.:ir Oap and B-52 /;r:e Li~ts working out and detennining Where tbe 
enerrw .P.A concentrations were am of course trying to neutralize these I 
eon¢entrationa. . · ,_ . . . . I 
Q. Why did the operation begin so soon ~fter the conclusion ot Pegasus? I , 
A. • Of course realJT, Pegasus was sunnnarily. concluded in ord.~ to start \ 
Dela:WareSis wha:t···tt amounted'to, withhO specif'i'o da~eset forthe''con-, 
cl'USi6n.; Because· or our extreme suc~s48 .. 1n · Pega:Sus and' the SJ!eed and. ·.· 'I 
:Ntpid:tty"wi~h whichweaehieved it1 "I feel sure that higher headc;uarter$~_;> 
felt it ·imPerative to move into the A Shau Valley as soon·as possit:,le._j;fo· 
The im~rtant thing here i::r that ·April had pravious:cy- b'een d~e~ ·as 
the one!gooo ntonth to apcrate :in the A Shau Valley'. Slnce we 'W:et-e alrea\ety 
well into April; it wa.s imperative:; in nw opinion~ that if aey air assa.ujlt 
was goillg to be made in~ to this ar ee., .• it had t.e be done n:s e'ltpeditiou.sl1f 
as possible. Or course:; the :import.a:nce of the A Shau Valley; I won'~ gol 
~to that jl beCQAse everyone knows that it is a key ~egistiea1 base 'a'Q.d way 
station for the NVA in the northern part of. South Vietnam. . . I 

cy. WoUld you· describe tne·'step~ taken to r&..align th$< Di\Vision fri.>m its\· 
.concentration in the Pegasus AO to' a posture in which' it writtld operate) i 
against the enettv in the A Sbau ·Valley? · I 

!t';"·'· ,, \•: 
'·I 

A. The steJX; ta/ken, of course, really were: first, we had to ilalce an I 
extraction .from our opero.tional areas :i.n thEi.Pega.eus AO.. Part.·of·;this: t · 
problem·:was eliminated in that·'On·the l2ttv!1as 'bold that\a brigade witlll· 
two battalions \ilould: rEIII!l.in• in the Pegasus·· 1'1.0 am it' W$Uld be tl.i\dfllr th~ i 
CPCON· of the 3d. Marine Div which :.u~to take· over th~ P-egasus A.O fiaa me~ 
T~e date of the actual' trimeter of ~he. Pega.sus.\_~0 b'( m.e.to' the' 3d M~rine 1

1 

DJ.vision was:; as ·I recall, the mornJ.ng of 15·'Apri1 at wnie:h time· the' •· 
Secondr'Briga.t.te:went OPCON to the.3d' Ma.~fue D1vision" .lts.'l>~id before, 1fe .· · 
sta:rted/•out ·.with '01lr· extracti.,.,n, ~ WJ.thdrawa1, on ttre m-ormng of .. -t.he ltttl .. 

I 
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And as fast as we could make the ships available~ we moy~ our Jd Br4ga.d&, 
on be.c~ to Camp Evons and w~ m~ved the 1st Brigade ~ack .to the LZ Shq.ron 
arf:)S. near quang Tri City. Then. we a~so< had the responsibility o,f gettU!g 
the JJtyN;Af,rbo~ Task Foree ·~cted back to. the ar~, o:f,PK 17• so *t . 

. would be .aya±lable. f.ar · .. uf3e ... in Operation: Delawar~.. .·.Of· cowse, .. ~en we . 
gotal1 O!Jl:" forces backhere,.·we start;.ed getting them readvfor.the Ope~-­
atiol1 ;and actually· the lst and )d Brigades were .reaqy f<.>r the assault ~ 
th~ A SM.u on 17. APril.-· How~e~~ . we did nqt make the ESsault t·h~n be¢ause 
as of the. l~th of April,. I still ~,act not had 3'fuJ..l days .of good weather 

· irt the .A Shall. ·. The weather had been 'tfery poor. Actually we had st~rtre<i . 

=. : ..•. io~i·r ...••.• ~ .. t·e·:····· i~.· ... ·.~.·.6a;··. i. i.;.~ ... ~.···~~ .•.... ~.~ ..•.. dt .• ~.· ... ~t.~.l'l..hS·a·.·. · .. ~.·.·. a·;···.i: .•. ii.······.•.·e;;~.a;.! t. ~n. ;t .. d.~ .. h··.•. =.·· ·.o· 

1

.·:.:i .. · ... "".· .. rO:.co!m. 
3

e.· .~.nr .. ~.~l ..• ·~~ ..... ·.·.But ..... General Ros'S·on t~r.,+, D Day be postponed. to the 19th,· ::ri which he con!!t:rea .. 
Th~ lsi;- ·~Eltigade "'otild a:tso h!:l assaulted.· f'roJil the !;lamp E'J'an~ area, a!l~ that 
'!-leaT.;t thl".t. it had to be moveP. from the LZ Sharoll: area ·to this· are.-r w~ere . 
it- 1>1as given a ·rear .base.. Most of the mov~ent was ~cle by truck on :High­
wat.·(}ne to t}),e ·:mv~s ar.e~ "I:l1.o.~ ·meant th.at the forces that.I 't>las gp~g to 
assaul~ ilnio the williiW' in .~Sfteneie were ass$1llbl~d :irt the Camp Evan$ ar• 
1\'ith the: i:J?,itN· Regiment that was· going to participate in the ope~tion (3d 

. ,t,f,tVN Reg:imenti 1st .tJ{ifN Dirlsion} which was composed of the 1st and. ~d . .. 
·Battalions of: the J'd A.:"i.VN. Regitne!lt and t~e: 2d J:?att.aJ.ion,, lst ARVN Regirn~t at FtC- 17.. · · ·· · · · ·· · · ·. · ; · · · · . · . J 

Q., v~s there t!trry specialreas6n the 3d Brigade was selected speaJhead 
the assault? ! 

. A... Ac~ual:cy-·· .. ··., . the 3d· B.r. iga~e wa.· .··· s .. n·.ot s:r. ect .. ed . im. •t:tall······Y to 1. ea .. d the 4. ssauli 
and this hr1ngs up a very l:TI!portant pomt l.n the Whole operat1.on. rn 11W 
init.ia.l.plan as I stated.previousJ.r, I had decid:ed. I woul.d go into t~e 
heart of the ·vallw--the middle first-going into the area'$:1.round A 11uoi 
and Thad selected the 1st Bde to make the initial .assault, the. 3d B~igade 
having m,1.de the :initial a~satil;t :into Operation Pegasus.. They both h~d ll8de 
all the plans and recorme.issance for this as the 3d Brigade had :m9.de plans 
for asMulting and ,oec'ipying the nort.h_ern third of the valley,. Howe~er, 

·during the latte!' days of tbereecmnaissance bY the l/9, I could not :get 
any ·,asstu:-ancethat .an assault· into::'the.~J1 Luoi area would. not be verv !costly 
because the heaviest anti•aircraft encountered was in that area; and : 
although a lot of it hadbeenneutralli~, there were stillnew posi~ions 
that appeared each day and it became <>bvi?us that. I should have scm~ .. ali;,.,. 
ernate plana. Actually, I ha.d two alternative plans ... The one I sel cted. 

was g.oing J...·nto t.h .. e .. nort.hern······. p·.art .. oft. h. ea. r· ... ea.<· .•.. r .... t:.st.··.b···e·.m.··· us~ .. the.· .. ant .. ·i.· ire. ra. ft had not been. as. intense there and I felt going 1,.n there fu·st .. would . e less 
of a .. risk.. I could not buck the hard facts of anti-aircraft positio s in 
the .. vicinity of A Luoi. By going up north first, I would immediately jmtt 

.. :•off the entrance into the valley of the neW' higbl-ta.;r coming from Laos iwhich 
the enemy had constructed. But most of all, in addition to the ant:iJ~ 

air. cr.< aft··· .. en. e~unt .. · .· ere~ h.mng. •. b.e·e··· n ... ·.l·e.~s .. ~. th.er. e··., .it·!··oul.··.·.··.· .· ...•. d.· .. · ·a.·ls·. o p1ae···e-.. ·; a.rt.:···ill.~. t-er.v in my LZ's there that cotild also work on neutralti.zing the enenw antJ:....k.J.r-
crll:ft in the center of the valley around the A 1\.uoi :tlirstrip. iihi·s ~ould 
be in addition to having the fire-power avaiL1.ble from the Air. Force.i As 
you see in the initial plan I present~'·· ·l haq 'PUt consideta.ble ~halsis 
on; that area after>the ass~ult.cnd D.i1:,er it,'ba:<il b~e~ 's!a~red by t~ llst 
Br1.go.de so that I coUld bnng m he:avy enginee!l" eqmpnent in order td 
o:xpedite the attaining of a fixed wing airstrip S() we could start re~upply 
as e_£trly as possible by fixed wing. Now, on the second alternative ~hich 

3 
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:;~E~89JJ?tii"ED,AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
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B'AT Airstrip~ Their LZ had been secured by one company of the 1/12 Cav I 
and theymo~. and estublished their first fire base there and brought :tP 
their ot'her t'Wo battalions, theJ?. moved on their search through the sou:th~rn 
third :of;t?e val:ley and down through A Shau and the old airstrip there.,j.·: 
and· f·~D~owed_·out the pla.tmed set ,up.. Coordination with the lOlst was ·. · 
t)he:.noftiaireoordiriation you make• with a Division on your· .• flanks orj\?adja ·• 
d~'flt -~(}~you~ · T,he overall activ-ity was coordinat~d by the commanding ···· .. ' 

rn~A!~'Of ~rovisional Corps Vietnam. . . . ... ·.. . . ..· .. · ...... ) 

~.r.·· .• ~fet'.·e. %rvlinrl.tations or restri~t'ions .placed on the Div:t.·sions1 a.ot .. ·i. otis 
'i!n the' \l'aUe:r? . · .· . . ., . · · · . .. · ... • ··· · · I 

A • .. ·. ! · .. can 1t · think df :any important,• l:imitatien~ or· restrictions • ' t~re ~t~i-J 
not~pertnit.ted~to .. gO beyond·.· the. borde~. into .• laos• which p.ffeetfid'the. f!.etidns 
In::thl9 nor.t!'lern part. around· .. LZ Tiger., ·. You must remember }.hat. thi'S t:!p~· 
at ion was a ireconnaissa:nce :tn··rorce. 1tle knew:that we were nat ~oing''bo 
sta:rr~het>~; lN~ .d±cf.noi;a;ttem1f9.t.:om~e the airstrip we·had ope~ati9fraJ. 
a¥1. ~1'1l'weather eirstrip or. anv>thin15of that·~nacture~~ :Tne· C)rilY restrietl. on 

~ft~~~~;~si~f~~6~s1~i~~ithg~t~ ·:;~;}~:}: ~~i1; 
r,h.:tw.atJ.t'i.ii<J:•:vou ,reeli·Wer~·the.i>f.&~ts: oft.~e. o~t11t:i.Qtrr'2·;D~:':91)u2th ·.. '\s' .. 

~:~;"1 ~~~·~~Yitt ret~.~.(:~~<>: ttaHi~· ~ ~~· y;.· j~rr.;L'\ T X<! 
!;; ·:·". '4~;~6:~:~~~:i·=~~~~~~·~~~;~~::~~~ 
54? ~Rich. comes to the. west· of Hue.·.·· And of course,.· the·supply route go~ 
down the 1railey on into South Vietnam! this was cut off •. In addition wt 
~est!'cy'ed la.rge amounts of ammunition, weapons and eqtiip:me:ht that will , 

~~;i::!ii.~:;~:~::;~~s~:~;ea:~~~.~::t.~i:~~~n;~::;n;d~~:i~~:~~s 
tiawt.dei;aileditintilligenillefb:rr ·the ·lay toutJ:of .1 this::large·d·epot·~rn!ati1~thWe.~f. n 

~~v.:e::a·· .. s?'e .. ·.·ry .• · ..•.•.... ·~.·.·.·.··.······.· •. ··.~ .. f:'·~.'.i·ct ... · ti ... : •. e. no .. f. ·§.n .. st.: h. ·o·· .. · .. W'.·.· .··.·.!i.'e··.·"'.·~.;h.·a.~'·t.·lill··.: ·s.3pl·a; .. e··. e .. ·.bh···"·13·S;n·t·· z~·.· ... · ... ~.·':::'.''J .. ·.out.i·r~·::1 :-: mst·':;remanb~r:r:~ns·· :was a 'bl:g!: s~:t.er·l<'I~st:::tc~Jr:!ope:ratidn~'Cempa'l!~bl&~te) • 
.onB <lr~1Ib1r·:liigr?clil~~o~s~l·lfhis was nts Camdxmm:.d3ay;r sot:bqr.speiil?J.,HH<mwe1, . 
to,;myc,perso~:b ~·~•e!l,ction, ;;O<nemo~ ~'tnet greates-t '3~out Jcaf. t:'&e2 j~~lit~u& r 
~$;1-,pSjrccltol:ogi(!laJ:•; ~:Y¢tu,:.cBJ:.M)~ me4s:tTP~thisc·±ri5aTJYt't},~giblie, m:nnb~~iO~ ~JW-

tct13•¥t.~<•1ikle tl;t~r!:;.i b:\BuM:Wh'at,~this ::o.pemtion did.t in·. t;rr .. · opinion,· was s~w. ··t•·· 

·~ ... &h···~··.a.·.· ... ·~ .. ~.~~i! .. ~:.; .. i~.· .. ~~=:~ 1 
... ~.'·:~;~ba.l.~~~.·~~~iT~.=: ... : ...... I ... : .•. ·.·o~ .. ;' .. ~.·.~.·.a·······~········.c., ...•... ~ .. ·.· .. ~ .•.. ,.~ ....... ~.· ... ".·.h·"·h .. ~ .. :··.:. 'cr:b··.t. ;.=.'; .. ~.·~.·.··.•.~~ .. ;·~.~t~.·.·" Sftani~Va.J...lej- :tliiat theyl've been in for the last;two:.years; and other than 

. bombing attacks, they have felt pretty s ecur&.-&nQ. :we sh~ed them t.hat i 

:t":Z;'~~;:~v:i:~;~~~:=~=::a;;~~~:..e;:~~~. 
'On;Uris:,eirreicy.'~·of~aursj.rnn~luhe?c'erta±m,yfreaiimesr'fu:hl!l~~'l?ie.t!!<.not'~se~e~-1 at1dqdbesnit •. ftS.1[er·Salhetm~ies;:•porbicUlbl~iY',:,Jbsr South1~i~l~~~cth~:iw,~d~¢ 

1
• 

~an;~·tt>g~t'l!;int~;t ···. /N01rs~:::43ventg~+fig! lf>ttnther,;h~t.". ee~&,~.,ih(tieafreS<•,.tG'olll~1·.• 
tliat.tif;,,'We'.i:ea1l#tW4ntl)to~~fd'ithi}:l~fi;tuattiont.we.s;,a~tcJ1·.·.·~!mt ltlwas·~nel!le!!J$t'·:·,. 
ar.t)~iw~•.'c<!Suld-.·.Jeap>Jby bqm!dsf:a~th,~cf! ?gfut~;9nh~·t~;0 ~·~ • .:;Het,ealu~r 1. 
thatrtoo~ . ·:>So;·,pS1JiiDmiGJ[sic~It1Y$·~·I. · T:~~!lk ~n $;~~:3h?-l); yal1J...eyh'a;s a ·· tr~en~~~.s 

d·l.·v:r .•. ·.·.·.d·en·.·.·.·· .. ·cl ... ·· .... \.XT. n ... · .. ·e·;.' .. m· a-.~. t·.· ~·~.'o···f··.go~·n·······g······.'···~ ... ·~.··.c··.~ .••.•... ·~.~.··.·· .. •· .... ·.~.·~.~:h.e .. : ... ·~. e i.·.·.s·.·.· ... ·•· ~ .. n.····.··e····.·.i.t· .. ·.·.·h ...... a;·.·.· .. ··.··.t··.·.·.·· ... • •. ·'.".g .. ·.···e:······.lts:··.i-;.Qut··· . ".· .. ·.f.•l .•. '.•.irr}f ....• · .. J.··· purvi~Ajo·:·~o!ll-t:tthvm~er .leve!;·::·:r.n~~:.ther.t;n'e~t·~Pandt'~l:rtr~snii~1"Ftihett~ter 
COriS,~Jll:e:r'f;id i~ (~ ,~;,; 7i:':t h~r · ~'::•lJ-f,:,, · ;1·:,. i,\c'f);.', ~\!~;;J>~j?; .f~i;;c}.. ~It:r:O :~ ! 
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. was not justifiable to ne.intain a ba.!le there. heeause of t1'ie loeati"n~a.l!'d 
the weather! so we came out. If a.nd when an;ybodt goes back? I pers~lly 
don't. :feel that will.be in the nea..r future: it .w~uld otherwise have be4!m 
a whole lot more logical to s~a.y there. I would li.l<:e to say that the i 
wet:.thAr :':1:as proven that actually May would pave been a better month f · 
heli~opter ?J'eratimns thw.n April ... But you d:on1t·wirli:,hem all. In re~. rds 

.. to w~t.h~r, terrain a.11d enemy- 'anti;...air~rart fire; this l'ras certainly t e 
toughest; operatirm the C:w· has ever had. The weather was ho~ribl~! .in the 
initial pc'lrls of the operation,. ''Ul" timing was way slow on our astsault .. 
solely because o:f the weather~ Starting on the 19th> it wasn't pntil he 
23d of April that I closad the 3d Brigade and onJ_y on the 24th of Apri, 

'!~Vas I ·.abl·e··.t·o··· sta.rt in th.e 1s .. t .·.B·r·.···~.·. ad.e.... Ho ..... we .. ve .. r.· .. '··· s:.t .. a.rlin~ ... · .. ·t.·hen, t. he ... : .. weather ste;trted to ease up a. bit eicept for the 26, .27, and 28th and t~rds 
the end we had pretty good wea,thet-. The-:.a:frstrip ia,a key thin~ that ~ou. 
will want to develop in the history of thi:3 operetion •. Remanber tnat <lll 
the equipment that came in there 'lr2.s basically brought in by crane. · 1 d 
1-1e brought in. some very .. heavy e;r1gineering equiprilent. Work actuall.v ·st rted 

""~,.fJle.,aiv~;t.,;~:ip,.,Q11 .. 2~JJ>4L.~J-..Q~~~.~ . · • · · · 
t,lJ,t~. di:r:;i.$-iC11,;o.. st,;;.y-.ted rf)J1'1iri:ui,,. a"'ld :rehabilitr.:.t;:tng the A Luoi, Ai103tr;i .• 
i~S Lsaid,, all. the oqui~en'C c~e. in by crane <?21d the field ~ct.njl' w¥ 
~early~, for lat'ldlng by. CaM:.bous a.t noon .G!ll. May and had. been mspected ~ 
ac~epted by the A:tr Force •. Hm~ever1 it :was.not U1ltil 2 ~.ay that. Air,l"~ft 

dic:·l ..•. c!pm.,e··· in·· ..... We act.ua.lly. ext.e-n··.:i. -~.a. .. ' "C. he s. tr·····l.···.·.··.p· .. ··.· ... • .. ·. ·s.o it .w···. a ... s··· .·. op···. e.·r· .. ··.·.·.ationa!·.·n·ot·~··.·.··.·.· ... · .. · •. ·.··•· only for Crx·ibous and C-123 1 s but also G-130ts which accotmted tor a .· . ·~ 
deal of the traffic. Em-rever, ·c he thunderStorm season. started in May .. ··.· · 
this is one pa:;."'i: o~" the vle-:"ither that is unbeatable using a. dirt fixed. \ 
wing airstrip. When the thunderstorms start, that. mea.ns ever;r artemorn 
youusually haV€ r.n hour or so o!' very heavy rains. This meant that a e'lt 
we started OUl' ro..-t:·act:ton m:c ::ti.rstrip was out a.nn we Wl'3re not able to 

,:~r!!ii~~;~:~~lu~~~~~~~~;I;j;~~~s;er~~~ ~ri1!~h,~ .. -:!~ JrYa~~~{fl':.;r • 
th-e -ctnp to drvd:.>utr< Butt other thin< that ,:-;the.~'¥rer:'lttr~'"iri"' Ma:vJ lJ1afti~~;~: 
l.arly :f;f .• ycm: start. real h-ar:J.yc:in. thef rooming~' dayb~:r-Eia:Ki~"1'WCUS4 

.. bl\ldh;'ln0r~~iil'i 
~comncd.ve ·.to •airmbbiie:"~~at~rm!~ t.ha:t·t. t~at: el:icbunM1Mt;er:e:r·· i!t·,;t~1! j1lhe 
weath€r weiencounteredcm,·~tp~l.:t,c :tnelueJed. heaVV<' c'lou@.s.~ .. ·fu~:, ·iow•ee1U~1 · 
c1ouQ,srthat>t~!'lg'in·the· mnu::tai!).s .orr.each~·sidr::; of·the~. :w11~1..#.·. 'T'lie £tJ~~·~~ 
of air!nal"J3!;llty·:p-erf(')rmed .. b;;r.t:tr;;:r:.3fbimt;:Jwarrm:nt :':6~:f;tcer1 aviator~o·111an 'the''·~'* 
junior officer: e~~.:tn~.~s in ~.tiLSJ:·Oi~risi.on '"ere p;r:oh~bl:r;''·ttle:~·g.rea~~~st ~J.1t.h";c 
o£ · th?.:. who lrr; op err~.t :1. orr;.<,.·,, Tilej~,, f· ci:;uall.y::,.got. >}'e:(;)pl:ec l:nttO,,; tb.at/ VAliiiev:'''Oir· sl•· 
e.ssaults n,.s.d.:e• pc.ss:5b~l,.<::· o~ 1:17 l:r:\b·ei'iev~ab~e· J:ea.t's'• o#- ~drmans~p~;n~ llaJf11":. 

th-r"'u~~h cei:::t:.ng'd i:l!.f''· 9·;000· &eet·i: ).eavi:rig :Etatis eM ~kin~ 
~,.,,"',."'"""~,.c·c:.nd. in':-~ti.:tg.; CJitt Cf'!fr:rr· t.he"' c:lottd' t·opS'. and. ae&in~ ~ 

J.oad..:#'l ;wH:.h -~~e:fs, pUoteQ. b'"tllmSe'Young···metlf~ "":.;•"!:! 
'rhey: ht:id, dotte the Bf'.t1'1e thin~ .iilliividualJ..vt-: r,e'ietmed:j then ·t.h:eft:rW·')irked t: reir 
wav.~ov:er".tc ·th.e·llaJ2.;ey; f0t1llti·'.hol.e,s irt' thfrclouds~:.and .. aomeho'ti';~tt'O:nL..ddrh 
t:iro\tgh~ r"Ihfi.st ~as d0ne. r!ayt '11-i'ter~;p.a.;r;:i.m~ the! ~'llS.ti~¥·~p~$,"Set·~~-:no~:.;P~~~ 

p. 'l.···.··l··.·:·r:rt··.·!J ... ·s .. ·., .... ,._b .. ut.·.·.· ... :t ... ·h .. ··e.·<c··· r.e1. i·.·le···.~·.·.ic·"··~l.?·t·: S'···.' .... · .. · .. o···:·lut .•..... · .. : ~ .. o .•. O.··lf.·.·.·p···!t~. o.t ...... ·~t.'·.·.·.r .. ·'.·.t·h·· '.~ ... :.~.f. ... IRA··· .. <~ .... ·.: .... ··~.h ... -·.ps··.·.· .WJ··!a. H ... :.:.··.·. ~.-.~.~'.·.·.·.· .. :·-."'.·.· ... ~.···!" JWQ;;..iao.~.e:~:;.Q.~~tJJ.e .• J./ 2.,..~""~"~.a3 .... ~~t1s.·~a.j..,•Qi~~...P~.~· · . . . ·. .. · .. · s 
!:!h~er.$-g~~~r:.s.,reing:Nhat,-th.ey:·b~£i. t~·'g,.through.toget;,peop1L'e~an!!Spm.t:ef),, 
thefe:i 0 .. : 1~,.,. flight : ..• wh;i,qi1: p~r-Jm-11::}!': ':takesb~~n,;a·;goodr da7'"!')n~~,,~; . ·~~§t~':·t»:~~ess 
w ..... o. u .. d ... ·.·. t .. a:k. ·.· ··e .. ·.u.tp·~ .... ~;..· .G:;&n ... ··\'h. P.'lll":'.if'. ·r.~ ... i_· ·e. av. ing··· .Eva .. · .. nsFt~ •eifl~\ctt:m'ii•et,ra~~,fl;~tm.·.· · .. u .• ;--... ".~. 
;wi:Ch;·troops pll[,1bnngi il1·:si,lpplies;>;· ·,, "'''.Jt'~:rt 
' ::: .•• ;:; 1J _·. t•' ~ - c ::t : ~ -'"Jt; -

'"'"'~""'" · c~;~;;~r 
_.. :'~ . ·•· r' ··~ 

,, Tt ~;'\f; 
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<( ;].r~: .. i-;_;,1-:,.p' 
OPBR..>-TIO:N DiJ..<._\/i.JtE l•fter .t•ciiion Report 

Civil .;; .. ffairg: 

G . ~ ·. i 

.r·· 
I 

a. enern'l: .t.nE!L"o w.ere no oi.viiia.nB' in the ..... Shau Val) ey alrid·. Oil. 
a1otivitiys' w..orc r-estrict cd to projects noor LZ 1s: hns, Jane andj Betty. 

b. 0 ivio i~:ction: ~i.otivitios wc.r e cHrooted towa~rd the repa:·' s ani 
rerrov:ati en of existins sohe~Ts in Phoncr Dien and: .Holi Iang· Distri ts • 
.LI.Ioo MliD~PS ware continua:lin r:r.f1ls: ~eneraJ1y atround the LZ's :cred fn 
pa:r.'fl .. ln.. Thftty thre·e MEDC.b.PS ~(:!:>e held with (jJ!I;eJ: 42:>0 patientsj treated. 

o. Rice Control: . P:tans· were riade d'ur:fi:nu thia· p m:i<Xf for rip a dlenial 
operations. to comGn.c e in md: M:lly~ The c:Mvis:ion .t~O &urine; the cFrent · 
operation <1r.onta.inedi onJy e. limitei rice ,'jr"O'WfnB aren in Phone Dilen district 
and ric e. denial ap a.-a "fjionB> w<.re mininn 1. I 

'\ 



{1,~y-JL.:t(~ __ ._::t~ 
S.UBJ.iiDT: OP:ER....TION DELJ/..: .. RE .i~f'tGr .~.~c;tion REport 
Tl.~.B Vr PSJ;ycholct;ieal Operr.:ttions: · 

~· Gaaarai: Psyc-ho1 C(;'ic-ai ope?~t~cr:-s l~Ver'e c:cndoot~" ~? sp_ppor1t of 
ta.c:~tac:nl op a:'·at~Ol.1S' t}1rouehout the D~vJ.s~on .H.O w~th er:Jl1iasJJs an o:p erations 
in tho 1.1. Shau Vaney. ~~n intensive Ohieu Hoi c:aopaicn was; c·ond'UDted 
vicilii,'ty i .. Shau Valley 5.:nd: dire:; tal sOlely at th.e lWA. ThiSJ crhmpai[sn ·em-
phlp.~izro advantaues o£ th~,Chieu Hoi. Program, farni1 y SJ~a:rati~::r., hEavy · 
c,asm.:'l!ties, Iae.k of ad:'eqm:~te :meS±e>al treatment, and superiority of al,ied 
firepO)Jlar. A eanpa:i.gn t-o explain c~ trf.llt.ltlcnt of PW's was; also c.cnducted. 
In the ;~o vicinity Ca~ arans- ani' :tz Jane pscycho1 q;icr:al opa,--atfons WEre: 
~onlil1hctpi to craus::e dlefect:ion and rroucticn of a::ombat eff ootiveneoo o£ NVA/ifq 
forcros •. J~ c.ivi.lian r·ewordS.S' cam1pal:i{;"n was.· cond:.:uc:tai to [,"ain infi· maticn abou~ 
l<tte::·1tioner of memy farc:ea, rockets,. minea::, bodby traps,. woopo cachrsa:, and· 
LOC 's. l~ c-anpcdcn '\i,\0. s conducted: to ex:p J oi t- the p eac e ini tia t i e taken by . 
President Johnson. · I · 

b~, SU!?port~ . I 
(1) The 9th .l~:ir Coma:ndo Sq:uadlt"Ql :rJ eA 287 of 767 tap~ an!' J etlf1 et 

missions: requested. ~Iay±nc 02B and C-47 aircra.f't, 18,974,~0 Je':lf1ets 
WIEll:'e droppoi, and 24.3 hrs of louc]sps:lket' a:ppen! time were bro~dcnst. 
··dvarse vreathar c ondiiti·onft' in the A Shau Vo;}J ey cnuse:n cane e1, 4tiona of 
nsny 9'th ACS Ps,yops mission&. I 

(2) The 7th Ps.yops Bn lcoatro at Da 1-l:t:r.r:; prwidai pr-intirl{3' and tape 
s:upport, one (1) BB team to each Brigade·,. and J iais:on with the :9th .~~cs. 
The q:ua.lity of printi'n[; w:as aoffiJ. Oontfu:uous plannincr by Divi~icn Psyops 

i ,, 

p ers::onnol wes. r. eq. uirei .to :i5nsm"<G a S:Uffic·ient q:ua. ;ntity of appr~priate " 
lrof!ets and tapes to support susta:i:!nea· OJ::r~tions;. I 

(3) lihch HB t<:am prov:ided psyop's SUpport usinG a 250 watt t.:round 
2.oudspreker and a: lOCO 'l.!)'.(!:tt lcrudspooker system mountei on a UH.ll helicopter. . • 
TheBriCOde t Etlms br·oadbmst 13 hotl!"S' hel±borne 1 oud!sp-e·1ker tim~''and 31 hours 
cround loudsprolccr time and d'iss:eminated 421000 J mfJ ets by he~icoptet"'. 
The Iffi tonnts acco!!!Paniai' the 1st and: 2rd" Bd<~ T~~c CP'a; to the ... ~ \Sha:u Valley 
a;nd op: et'll t Ed at the c O!!!Pany 1 ev ei. · · 1 

. (4) The use of 1~rmei" Prqpac:a1nda Tenlllft in the .11. Sha:u VdJJ ey was m~t ; 
c;onsidet' e1 f lif:lsible• ~ -.•, 

(5) IDwenty-fiva (25) Kit Catrson SCoutEt- ware aesit::,""llsl: o the Divi-:;,!' ' 
They were ei'4Playei wiith the infantry ~cr.wanies: a.nd' rifle pJ at s and:: '!0" 
Troap.' J/9th Cavalry. Their eil!Jloyment e:ant:iinuai to. oe effoot~ve. . . 

c. Chi:'eu Hoi Pr·O[;Tam: "'·n intensive Chiem Hoi ~rnpa:i;tn was conti:n:uai , 
th.r·. out. r;hout o .. 11 asp E:rntionB". Four (4) NV.i~, Hoi Chn:nh::r ml1ied t o.l th.e Divisio:&~-----c, 
du.ri:ng this p Eriod• They Wet' e immedi!'lteiyr cii;rJ lei t eii: f Qr psyop~ by live 
bro&dlct~s.ts ap.pealincr ~o their c·cmr .. ad"es to· rallY to the GVN. Thl.eeir mesafl{Jes 
w:,ere broodcast by heiiborne loudspa:tket'. •~ la'1f1 et messac~e wiilh the same 
appoar was 111riitten by the Hoi ChainhS' and produaed- and' dissemindte:t by the 
7th Psyops Bn and 9th .,;~Cs., ra=;p ootively. I 

I 

I 
I 


