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SUBJECT.: After Action Report Operation RAPIDFIRE V 

Commanding Officer, Company A, 5th Special Forces Group (Abn), 1st Special 
Forces, APO 96227 17 February 1968 

TO: Commanding General, II Field l:i'orce Vietnam, ATTN: GJ, APO 96266 

Transmitted herewith is one (1) copy of subject 
Operation RAPIDFIRE V. 

action report 
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5TH SPECIAL FORCES GRoUP (AIRBORNE), 1ST S~IAL FORCES , 
Aro us Forc:res 96227 

' 
25 Januar:r 196S 

SmB'JEcT: AFTER ACTION REFDRT, OPERATION RAPID FIRE V 
OS: Deeemrrer 1967~24 January 1968" 

TO: See-Distribution 

1. (C) SIZE AND COMPO.':UTION (#OPERATION: 

a.. Detachment $-36 (command and Control) 

Coord (Maj), S-Z (Cpt), S3 (Cpt)l Opns Sgt, Intel Sgt, ' 
S4 Sgt, Commo Section (Ineludes Comma> Supervi:sor,_ __ two. (2) RT'I' Operators, 
and two (2) Radio- Operators). 

11. Det A-3•61/MSF 957 consisting o:t: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

l4 man Special Few :es, .... ,}~A" Detachment. 

6 LRRP NCO's (II FFV assets) 

(104 VNN) Cambodian Compaw.. (Reeon Plt and three (3) 
main f'bree :fllPtoons) .. ~ 

c. Det A-362/I-1SF 966 consisting oft 

(1) 6 man Spec:d.al ForC'es Detachment 

(2) 7 LRRP NCOtcr (II FFV sssets) 

(3) (132 VN'N) Cambodian Company (Reoon Pit and three (3) 
me:in f'oree platcons) .. 

d. Specrial Augmentation - Attached 

(1) II FF'v 

(a) Arty FS Coord and two- (2) Radio Oprs (6/67 Arty} 
' . -

(b) T'w"o (2) USAF FACS w/one (1) FAG acf't" '-,\ 

(e) ":'w·o (2) Radio Relay Acft· Pilots w/two acft \ 
(11th Avn Bh). \ 

(d) Six (6) UFl1D Slick Acft (One (l) AC'i't ·C&c), 
f"our (4) UHlC (UTT) Gunships, (18Sth Assault Helicopter Compar.ty')"- · : 

2. (C) MISSION: 

Special Task Force Rapid Fire conducts special operations 
commencing D Day, 08 Decimber 1968, in jlesignated AO' s to develop combat 
intelligence and to satisfy EEL 

3. (C) SPECIAL TASKS (EEI) AOts BEAR, MONGOOSE AND CUB: 

a., Summary of Enemy Situatilllll: 

j Current- order of battle does not indicate the presence 
o-f any maj<fr VC/NVA units in the AOts, however, the Hqts 7th NVA Div 
With slipPQ,;i-ting elements and the 27lst VC Regiment a:t:"e all located in 
the vicinfty of" XT5993 and· it is probable that elements. of these units 
may be if or near the AOts. 
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EEI c (~ 1\.TVJ n ~~NT 1 .~ 1 
W--~c :rs '~rt~:f s t't~~, ~"Sp<5si'b%t~, composition, (1) 

and unit identification 1i1i thin the .li.O 1 s. 

(2) What are the locations tf base camps,. command and 
control facilities and logistical support acti\rities within the A0 1s? 

(3) Will the enemy fight to preserve base camps or 
will they withdraw? If they will fight, determine with what forces, 
when and. with what supporting arms. If they will withdraw, determine 
to where and by 1rrhat routes using what means of transportation. 

(4) Will the enemy reinforce his forces within the AO? 
If so, when and where, and with what forces? 

(5) Determine the use of trails, roads, and waterways 
with respect to type of traffic, volume and frequency of use. ./ 

(6) What activities are being carried out within the 
AO's by VC/NVA units, where, in what strengths, and with what effective­
ness. 

c. Additional mission assignments as required by the 
25th Infantry Division. 

(1) Target against units capable of attacking Thien 
Ngon (XT0881) with fires and or ground forces. 

(2) Locate enemy base areas and report details of size, 
fortifications, tunnels and trails. 

(3) Destroy VC/NVA forces located within capability. 
Report all contact immediately._ 

(4) Determine the presence of COS~~, with emphasis 
in n•rthern half of AO BEAR (traditional COSVAN base area). 

(5) Develop combat intelligence and satisfy EEI. 

d. Additional EEI as required by the 25th Infantry Division: 

(1) What VC/NVA units operate within AO BEAR and 
MONGOOSE, particularly in the vicinity of LOGO (WT9757), XA MAT (XT0879) 
and junction THIEN NGON (XT0881)'? 

(2) Do enemy forces attacking THIEN NGON (XT0881) 
infiltrate from Cambodia, and return upon completion of attack? If so, 
what are their routes? 

(3) Ho1rr recently have located major enemy base areas 
been used? 

(4) How are VC/NVA forces supplied in the area and 
from where? How well are main force units equipped, uniformed, armed? 
How is their morale? 

4. (c) Tll'IE OF COMMENCD-1EJIJT/T&11.MINATION: Operation Rapid Fire V 
was conducted from a Forward Operations Base (FOB) located at Tay Ninh 
east airfield. The Tactical Operations Center (TOG) was activiated at 
061400' December 1967 and deactivated at 241130 ,January 1968. Troop 
moves from Long Hai to Tay N!.nh .and from Tay Ninh to Long Hai were made 
by Cl30 aircraft, CH 47, and organic wheeled vehicles. A CH 47 was used 
to move the detachment RTT 'van. 

5 •. (C) CONDUCT OF OPERATIONS: 

a. Operation Rapid Fire V began ~nth the issuance of a 
written OPORD, prepared by CO Detachment B-36, submitted to Co A, 5th 
SFGA, lst SF, Bien H•a,., .. and approved by the CG, II. FFV 4 December 1967. 
Detacillnent B-36 S2 and 83 vis:j_ted Co A and obtained the current intell­
igence on the assigned area of operations (AO). The RTT van was airlifted 
by CH 47 on 5 December. from Long Hai to Tay Ninh ~· (FOB site). The 
first Cl30 lift departed Vung Tau airfield at 051300 with troops and 
equipment and. the last lift closed Tay Ninh West at ;.Q5.19.39. .. .R!:'<:!~!1l~_8r 1967. 
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CONFID£NTL 
The camp site was established and liaison visits· were male(.J'i th 
Detachment B32 and advisory elements of US Army installations in 
Ta.y Ninh and the TOC was officially opened for operations on 6. December 
1967. The fire support coordinator and radio relay pilots made visits 
and were briefed on 6 December 1967. At 091600 December 1967 the CO, 
B-36 conducted a briefing of all elements and detachments who would be 
working on Operation Rapid Fire V and warning orders were issued to the 
first two team commanders. Det B-36 deployed the following type sub­
units in area of operations throughout the duration of operations: 

(1) Recon Missions: Normally consisting of SL~ (6) men 
(not more than four (4) US and two (2) indigenous soldiers). 

(2) Recon/Ambush Missions~ Normally consisting of twelve 
(12) men (not more than six (6) US and six (6) indigenous soldiers). 

(3) Ambush Missions: Normally consisting of twenty (20) 
men (not more than six (6) US and fourteen (14) indigenous soldiers). 

(4) Armed Aerial Recon Hissions g Normally consisting of 
thirty five (35) men (not more than ten (10) US and twenty five (25) 
indigenous soldiers). 

/ 

(5) J:-iobile Strike Force Company: Consisting of one (1) 
thirty five (3S) man indigenous recon platoon and three (3) fifty (50) 
man indigenous main force platoons. The company is commander and led by 
a Special Forces twelve (12) man A Detachment supplemented by ten (10) 
LP~P 1 s from II FFV assets. 

{ 6) SUMNARY OF I'ITSSIONS : 

(a) Hission Nr 1 was an armed aerial recon mission and 
was infiltrated at XT181978 in which vicinity the team found a recently 
constructed bunker and two wells. Trails in the area had been recently used 
by foot traffic and ran N to S. A small garden was also located in the 
general area. For complete details of this patrol see annex B1 Debriefing 
Reports. 

{b) Mission Nr 2 was an armed aerial recon and was infil­
trated at XT 129712 and apprehended four woodcutters who were questioned and 
released. The patrol also discovered a N to S trail on which a truck had 
recently passed. For complete details of this patrol see annex B, Debriefing 
Reports. 

(c) 1-1ission Nr 3 was an ambush mission and was infil­
trated at XT 125949 and moved SW for 400 meters to a ~J to NE trail and 
were establishing an ambush when the patrol sighted four VC and engaged 
them. Results of the encounter were 1 VC KIA (probable). For complete 
details of this patrol see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(d) Mission Nr 3A was an ambush patrol infiltrated at 
XT 096923 from which location the patrol moved E for So meters to a N-S 
trail and established an &~bush position from which they observed 3 VC 
traveling from N to S on bicycles and engaged them killing one and capturing 
1 US M-16 rifle and numerous small items of equipment and documents. For 
complete details of this patrol see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(e) Mission Nr 4 was an ambush mission which was 
infiltrated at XT 185968 and did not engage the enemy or observe any unusual 
activities. For complete details of this mission see Annex B, Debriefing 
Reports. 

(f) Mission Nr 5 was an armed aerial recon and infiltrated 
at XT 087881 where it was challenged by 7 to 10 VC just after arriving on the 
LZ. The VC were engaged with organic weapons and gunship fire, there were no 
friendly casualties in the engagement and enemy casualties are unknown. For 
complete details of this- patrol see Annex B, Debriefing Reports. 
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·, (g), ~c .... ~ . . . ":Jsl}f~-x;is\· .:La ~trated at +r ~?t~46'~E!l"(? tr~ di~ttcVSl'! . ·~.9, ~ tj?aj) :wn:fch· ::sapp~teJ.Y 
41 wide:'lind~ha:d been rect;~ntly trayeled by ox~~· Patrol was to 
have infiltrated a different LZ however they received Bl11all ~-,life'" .... 
on tl}eir, attempted ·1andirrg andi!lfilt-rated t1}!3 above ;LZ. The· .patrol· · 
did not observe aby·enemy· arid were eXt~acted. without l;ncident• For · 
compl~'te ;deta.±l:s' of thif! 'Patrol. see Aruiex Jh j)ebr:te:f'ing Report.s ~ 

• ' ' • •• ••• • < •• '., • • ,· ' ·, 

: . . (~y· M:tssion:· Nr i was ari ambush ~issii>n Wiltratsd .at 
TI 153880 where they established. an amhush.~d. opserv;ed six• NVA 
perso~l traveJ.4bj:ng 01'11 a ':N,-S tra±l,. f ;1'hf9. t'eam v{as unable. to' ~ngage ' ~; -
the enemy due, to .. the··~istance·· fro:n .~n~:·f'ri¥n~~ ~osi ti.on ;to the eh~m;yr,. 
The e~erny. wa~ armed w~ th 'A}t;·,47, .~ Iq:l weapohs'~: i, ·Fe~ ~-op1p~e;~e deta.:Us 
of th1s m1ss1on. see anne;Jt,~E, Pe:t) g R§lJ?9rts. · · · · · 

.. ' . ; . ; . ._ ·, ·;}'l'l",' . > 

. · :{ij+ · Missi·on Nz: 8 ,:v,;~as;'lftl .. a~e.<tp.,eriaf r~'c:~m whi·qh ma,d~ 1i. 
reconnissance .. of ·AO>Mongodse: ~thout,~"f8.Btlfug~:-:: F:J.lr c.ornplete de;tails · ·o£ 
this mission -see ar;nex Bi, BR~t:iefi~~.Rep~~pt!,$\:< , . . 

' . . .. :. -- :.-'-"-' -.'.,.·• . . ' .. 

: ... :·: (.j ). Miss.ioht:Nr 9 ·was .ar,t .arme.~. aeri~:l re.con. which 
infiltrated at XT 095167' after obserVing numerous persons on a road 
which had. been declared an unau;t:.IH'I;t;i~ed 1;1.r,e~f!)r ,ciyi:J.iancpja;pMnnei. 
The team::·apprehended·;, 11i . persons· whq were~· ~g;ter . released as.·. irulo~nt ·. . .. . . . . ' 
civiligns after being-warne~· agaiqS't.,trav~J,J:ng in tl1e·,area. · For complete 
details·· of this· missi:on· see c{'IMEp(·B,: .D\:"b.riefing: Reports·. . ., ': . 

... ::·. ; -·\1 ~,; --·· ' ' ' . ' ' 

.. ·. (k) Missi@~ iir lQ';was an ambush mic5sion ;ibfilt:rated at 
XT 185965 :in •which rtcW'\';y :th~y establ.ishlid an amb.ush. on a N...S trail 
and entountered two VC;, W:i,~h,unkn{)wn results •.. ['he patr-ol was then infil­
trated at XT 203964 and estab,lished an ambush on a N-S traiJ,~ · Through"'-. 
out ·the:kr stay in this. ambush pOsition the patrol hsird .nUm-erous 'Wa:r'lii:ng' 
or signa.U. shots beirig ''fited:; bo'th'' to the N and S of i{heir ·position. · 
Team observed an est:i:Inated 5 VC traveling on the trail,· the enemy ·was 
engaged) resuJ.ting in 1 VC KIA, 1 VC KIA (probable), 1 VC captured, and 
1 VC WIA- ,(probable). Captured vc rev~aled he was a liaison agent for 
the 14lst NVA Regirnet:lt,and was·'esc6rting newly arrived 'personnel to 
their new camp. Also captur~d in ~he engagement was one AK 47 and 
numerous items of. equipment. · FcYr complete details of · thi.s patrol see 
annex B, ,Debriefipg Reports'. · · 

. (1) Mission Nr ll.was an ambush mission which was .infil-
trated at XT096923 and tha. pa-p,rol: established an .ambu~h at :xT 994922 
where they obse·rved 3 VG mq,v.:L,Ug. -~ on a N -s t:t'ai],. The. patrol "engaged 
the VC r§lsulting in 1 ~c .KIA a~d,.;l;Vc(.KIA~.(,probal:>le) and t;he ?apturing 
~f l SKS .. and numerous 1.tems of equ1pment and personal possessums. · For 
c«:nplete .. details of this mission., oee annex 13, Debriefing Reports. • · 

(m) Mission W~ 12 was an an:ned aerial recon which was 
infiltrat_E:}d at WI' 983656 where they engaged an esti:niated 17 VG •who were 
attempting to evade the patrol a,rid.the armed helicopters. ·In.tne 
engagi3ment there were 5 VC K.I:A: and l VC KIA .(probab:l>e) and 2 V.C WIA 
by ghound troops and 5 VC KIA by gunships and TAC air. One type 53' 
Ch:i_com car,bine and 1 SKS :we:Pe' :¢aptured. in the engagement ,.•. For complete 
details of this mission· see apnex B, debri~firng':Rep-c>rts. 

. . .· .. ·. (n) Missini Nr :1.3 t..ra}~ an. artned aerial. recon which was 
infiltrated at vlr 970722.frOJp. wh~e the patrol moved'NW to river line 
and then N along river whet~ by dis<:;overed a weapons manufacturing area 
and housing area for. apprpximately 15 personnel. Numerous spider ho.les 
and enemy f.ortifications were discovered along the river bank as well 
as a sampan docking area With one sampan. For complete details of t-his 
patrol see annex B, Debriefing Reports:. · 

( o) Mission Nr 14 was an ambush mission wl').ich was infil~ 
trated at wr 967758 and did. not observe any enemy ac.tivity. For complete ·' 
details of this patrol see· annex B-, Debriefing Reports. 

(p) Missi.;m,Nr 15 was an ambush inission which was infi~, 
trated at XT 054858, in tho general vicinity t_he team observed nuro,~rous 
trails but .did not observe a11y enemy though they heard signal sh,ots 
thrp,"P:gl:lq'IJ,t "thei.r pat~ql. Foli- comp:l,~·t€3 d€itaUs o,f 1\fhi>?: pat,+o.l see ·A.nnex 
B
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co. . . . , . . ·-- -----
( q) Nissj.on-Nr J:t:)YF.JDoENIJJJo4 wT~ch was 

at wr 940870 where they ''::;tablished an ~ on a E-W 
trail and encountered 2 VG o;l bi.c:rcleC:>) wounding both VC 1-vho then 

The patrol captured m::merous do::!lllTI.ents and small items of 
equipment. For complete detaiJ.s of this patrol see annex B, Debriefing 
Reports. 

(r) Iviission Nr 17 e-ras aCJ. a:rrned aerial recon which was 
infiltrated at XT 036730 ;,;rhere thr~y a)prehended 3 VC suspects who 
were later released as i~.nocG:::t c:'.7i:i..:;. ~r.::: ,, For c details of 
this patrol see annex }3. Debriefir..g Reports. 

(s) l-~ission Nr 18 was a special rrdssion to destroy a 
bridge at XT 084730 which -.Nas approximately 10 meters long a11d 3 / 
meters wide, constructed of logs o The was approximately 
75% destroyeda For details of this see annex B, 
Debriefing Reports. 

(t) Ni.ssicn Nr mission 1;-1hich was 
infiltrated at V.JT941(/84 where -'J.nd other activities 
which indicated the presence of a fc;rc"' than one enemy company 

on a N-3 tr;:Lil near tlk; LZ" Beca11S·1 of the sizP of the enemy 
force the patrol did no·:·. engar;e. Tactisc:.l air and gunship runs rJe.rc 
placed on general area cri\,h un.k::1c.-vm resc•.::Lk~~ lor complete details of 
this patrol 3ee aJTnc:x Repor7 s. 

(u) Eission !:I 1-ra~~ c.1. reins-c;r·:.:l':Jn Df rr::i.ssion number 
19 which v-ras infilt,r::J.-ted at w~ 95008:J anc', d:'i.d. not obse:rYe any enemy 
activity. For co::;J.plete dotr::l:i s of ·(.\: ~; p3.tj:•ol :;;c,: mnex B, Debriefing 
Reports. 

(v) EisTicn Nr 20 uas an armed ae:rL~.l reccn Hhich was 
at ',J? Bnd. Lovcc1 a·' ox.;; the :::' i.ye:r s edge. The patrol 
ene.."r({ hu·::,o .~~nd fo·,:·t.:; _ _::..0r:~~-c.rcs every 8 to 10 

and obscr".recl. :n1.x-r.ercD :t cade('l .'c:.r::pans o:·restern edge of 
• T'he te.::r.n '~"'- 3 e:~t.:: ~'G tt?cl wts:t the observed an 
25 to '):; en::::r:1y t::vJP.rd. ·J:s location from the S. 

Three sorties of TI:r: air Here fired 
into the area'.) Only s~~la.l'L ·:_tern~1 of ·~"~eroo~·l,qJ_ were captured. 
For details of thL; soe annE,;~ D, Debriefing Reports. 

(-v1) 1-Ession ::•3:c 21 1rm; an ac:ed. ac~rial recnn which was 
infiltrated at XT1'JC]_3\J 1-Jhe:rG dscc;:Ln::;ci 7 7C suspects ~rhich were 
later F0r deta.ils of this 
patrol see annex B,, 

(x) Elss:.or.. 
~ov~a~ mission of 

was approximately 80% 
bicycles of unkno1oTl1 origin 
ann ext B, Debriefing 

Kas irJ:'ilt-rated 
b: id "~"-" in t r-,at 
by t.ne D':ctro~ wh:) 

Por c Om:;JJ.etco d.etC~.ils 

at XT 084745 ~th the 
The bridge 

also captured 3 
of this patrol see 

(y) Niss::..on Nr 22 ~;as ;1 cpcci3.~. mission to deetroy a . 

bridge vicinity XT 083729 1rrhich uas 85% destroyed. In the vicinity of 
the bridge the patrol !~ VC suspe,::ts viil·o uerG later released as 
innocent civilians. det,a.i1::< ul' 1::-ti.i.o see annex B, 
Debriefing Reports. 

(z) Hission N:c ;.Jat> an a'nbush mission 1-Jhich was 
infiltrated at XTC86833 and t:,:hHe estc:..blishing an a.mbus:1 on a N-S trail 
in that vicinity the patrol \·TC.8 at;cacked by an estimated VC platoon 
(20-30 enemy), resulting in 8 VC KIA, 2 VC KIA (probable), 2 VC KBA, l 

VC riTA (probably) and -:!. NC 47 captured" Friendly losses were 2 US KIA, 
1 indigenous KIA!' 2 US a::1d 5 in~ligenous WIA. 'ftJhile searching area 
prior to establishing the ·cbe team leader and one indigenous found 
WDl communications vi:;."e nearly pa::-alJ.elled the N-3 traiL, The N-3 
trail bisected an K-1-J trail -r.; of the a.'nbush It is felt that 
this area is the site of a 0r· enemy base camp. For complete details 
of this patrol see annex debriefing Report,s, 



Cotvli' , ,-_ _ . 
(aa:) Mission Nr 2Ja .was~e reinforceme~j'&f .. ,£r;;r 

mission numbe:: 23 and. ~elped secure the LZ for e~ra~tion. 'f-Jc.[,~ 1r 
complete deta1ls of thls' patrol see annex B, Debr1ef1ng Reports. -~~ 

(bb) Mission Nr 24 was an ambush mission which was 
infiltrated at XT11296J and moving N toward an ambush position the 
patrol saw numerous bunkers and. enemy installations in the vicinity 
of XT 113964. The patrol saw an old enemy base camp with an E-W 
trail winding through it. It was at this location that the team 
established their ambush. 1tfuile watching the trail the patrol 
observed 3 VC traveling E to W and engaged the enemy, capturing 
one and wounding the other two.. When the patrol had moved to the 
exfiltration LZ and while the first helicopter was landing, the / 
patrol was taken under heavy automatic and semi-automatic weapons 
fire resulting in 1 US KIA; 1 indigenous KIA, 2 US WIA, 2 indige­
nous '\.-ITA, 2 air crew vliA and 2 VC KIA (probable) and 1 VC vliA 
(probable).~ During the engagement the VC who was captured was 
struck by enemy fire and later died. For complete details of this 
patrol see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(cc) Mission Nr 24A was a reinforcement mission for 
mission no. 24 to secure the LZ for extraction. Fvr complete details 
see annex B, Debriefing RReports .• 

(dd) Mission Nr 25 was an armed aerial recon whicb. 
was infiltrated at XT102755 and apprehended 6 VC suspects who were 
later released as innocent civilians.. For complete details of this 
patrol see annex B; Debriefing Reports .• 

(ee) Mission Nr 26 was an armed aerial recon which did 
not engage any enemy from ground positions, however 3 VC were sighted 
from.the air and taken under fire with unknown results. For complete 
details see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(ff) Mission Nr 27 was an .c,nb~lsh ;,rl.as-ion to--cn·)turc ct'Gli 's 
·and Clocu:::cnts uhich il1:"..;lt:C'ated nt X'I' 14~'864~ nosults -im:re one (i) . 
YG lTO.l.ln(:mr Il.ncl c.2pbxred ,...~,·:d 0nc · (1}._ VC · (.Possible).. Fnr co•<n.lc..rte·· 
details see annex B, Debriefing Reports. -

(gg) Mission Nr 28 was a special mission to engage 
enemy personnel by sniper fire who might be traveling on the road 
vicinity XT103758. During the conduct of the patrol the team engaged 
a total of 6 enemy, killing one and wounding one. For complete 
details of this mission see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(hh) Mission Nr 29 was an ambush mission which was 
aborted because of ground haze and the pilots of the helicopters could 
not establish the proper LZs. For complete details of this mission 
see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(ii) Mission Nr 29A was a special mission to investigate 
a reported VC rice cache the vicinity of WT990640~ The patrol moved 
N along the river line and became heavily engaged "t<rith an estimated enemy 
company who were occupying a fortified base camp in the vicinity WT991643. 
After numerous TAO air strikes and reinforcements the patrol was 
extracted. Results of this engagement were 15 VC KIA, 10 VC KIA (probable), 
3 VC WIA (probable), 2:liftdl~enop.a.KU, ? .. US 'V'liA, l3_indigenous WIA. It 
was established from captured enemy documents that this was the location 
of the headquarters of the 80th Training Regiment and some of the documents 
were classified by the ene~y as being Top Secr~t. For complete details 
of.this patrol see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(jj) Missions Nr 29B and 29C were reinforcement missions 
for mission nr 29~ Enemy casualties and friendly casualties have been 
included in the above statisticse For complete details of these missions 
see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(kk) Mission Nr 30 was an armed aerial recon which 
infiltrated at viT 972659 and moved N along the river engaging one VC 
swimming from Viet Nam to Cambodia possibly killing him. The patrol also 
discovered numerous trails, enemy fortifications,. and sampan docking 
areas.· For complete details of this patrol see annex Bf_Jl.E3..Pr~@§_R~ports. 

f L'~:·,;r~.t5Rt,;;EuAr 12 n~.n INT£PVAI si \: 
i 

' .. ;;;m;,.~t!·A.riCAtLY t'lECIAS~Irlr:~"~- I ~l~ 
"'"" ::_ i_i J It 

tE_o r: ..... ~~~ 2 r:._?:_ 1 t1 1 
;:-----TJEGLASSIFIEOJ. §~~' ·---· 
't.ulllorlly ,V/(f)·<Jfi.f?.:/.:.: .. --

?X' 
, ~I ?:rt-1- IUJll~, IIAI,\.~~ ------.. ~-



(11) Missj on ~Tr ':lJ wa.s a .t·U .. Asi.nn tea111 :tn.filtrated 
at ·Jrr 24~9.S:2 r,, AR"""'BB the damage done to a suspected VC base area by a B-52 
air strike. The patrol oboerved apprmdmately 40 enemy bunkers, numerous 
spider holes and one hut in the area. 2 VC were sighted leaving the area 
but were not observed by friendly forces on the ground. Complete details 
of this patrol annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(mm) Mission Nr 32 was an ambush mission which was infil­
trated at XT 011770 and established an ambush in this area. The patrol 
observed 6 to 10 VC traveling on the trail N to S who were engaged, killing 
one and capturing miscellaneous small items of equipment. In the engage-/ 
ment no friendly casualties were sustained. For complete details of ·. 
this patrol see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(nn) Mission Nr 33 was an armed aerial recon which did not 
land. For complete details of this mission see annex B, Debriefing 
Reports. 

(oo) Mission Nr 34 was an ambush mission which was infil­
trated at XT 125954 and established an ambush on an E-W trail in this 
vicinity. Shortly after establishing the ambush the patrol observed an 
estimated 25 to 30 VC running slowly down the trail from E to w. The 
enemy was engaged, killing 6 and wounding 2 and capturing 1 SKS. In the 
engagement 1 US and 1 indigenous were slightly wounded. For complete 
details of this patrol see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(pp) Mission Nr 35 was an ambush mission which was infil­
trated at XT 046837 and established an ambush at ~IT 946838. The patrol 
observed Bnemy movement in the area and were able to engage 2 VC killing 
one and capturing cne AK47 and numerous items of small equipment. For 
complete details of this patrol see annex Debriefing Reports, 

(qq) Mission Nr 36 Has a sniper mission which was 
ia06rtud ·dUe to .... the· hifihe:·~p:;_~iof?.+ ~ o:.~ · ~ ... , 3 ··rhis~~d .. b~~:~ For 
~additional details see a:-:r~Jex B, ~. · ·;"J., 

(rr) Mission Nr 37 was a recon mission which was infiltrated 
at XT 043616 and was extracted at XT 057658 without making contact with or 
observing the enemy. For complete details of this mission see annex B, 
Debriefing Reports. 

( ss) }!ission Nr 38 was a recon mission which was infiltrated 
at XT043616 and observed one VC vicinity of XT 013619 carrying an AK 47 and 
wearing NVA web gear. This patrol was then extracted at XT 013619 after 
hearing approximately 10 VC parallelling their line of advance. For com­
plete details of this mission see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(tt) Mission Nr 39 was a recon team which Has infiltrated 
at XT 023699 and extracted at XT 027695 after negative enemy sightings 
or contact. For complete details see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(uu) Mission Nr 40 was cancelled. 

(vv) Mission Nr hl was an ambush mission which was infiltrated 
at wr 944850 and established an ambush on a N-S road in that vicinity •. The 
patrol observed 2 VC travelling on the road from S to N and engaged them. 
Immediately the patrol came under heavy fire and TAG air was called on the 
enemy, estimated to be a reinforced platoon. As a result of the encounter 
the enemy suffered 4 KIA, 1 KIA (possible) and friendly losses were 2 US 
WIA, 1 indigenous WIA. For complete details of this mission see Annex B, 
Debriefing Reports. 

(ww) Mission Nr 42 was ax1 armed aerial recon with the 
additional mission of assessing a TAO air strike in the vicinity of WT 
974624. During the conduct of the Scveep of the area the patrol observed 
numerous huts, enemy fortifications, tunnels, and other evidence of enemy 
activity, During the extraction of the patrol one helicopter door gunner 
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observed 1 VC and engaged him with machine gun fire. Possible KIA. -Fo-r 
complete details of this mission see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(xx) Mission Nr 43 was a recon mission which was infiltrated 
at XT 042607 and swept to XT 013593 without observing any enemy although 
the team feels that 2 enemy were WIA on hearing a booby trap left by 
friendly elements detonate. For complete details of this mission see 
annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(yy) Mission Nr 44 was an armed aerial recon which was infil­
trated at XT 033720 and observed unused enemy huts which they destroyed,/ 
no contact with the enemy was made. For complete details of this mission 
see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

(zz) Mission Nr 45 was a search and destroy mission which was 
infiltrated in the vicinity of wr 972659 in three seperate lifts. The 
patrol moved from S to N and from N to S along the river line being proceeded 
in both directions by TAG air and artillery. Numerous enemy installations 
and garden areas were destroyed though only one enemy was observed swirrming 
from Viet Nam to Cambodia and was engaged by the gun ships killing him. For 
complete details of this mission see annex B, Debriefing Reports. 

6. (c) Area Assessment (Intel): Annex A. 

?. (c) Debriefing Reports: Annex B 

B. (C) Read-outs of Enemy Documents: Annex c 

9. (C) Interrogation Reports: Annex D 

10. (C) Results of Encounter with the enemy: 

a. Friendly tosses: 

(1) KIA: Three (3) US, Pfc Toboda, Sgt Simmons, Sp4 Taylor 
and four (4) indigenous. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

WIA: Sixteen (16) US, twenty seven (27) indigenous. 

MIA: None. 

CAPTURED: None. 

b. Enemy Losses: 

(1) KIA: 46 

(2) KIA: (probable): 22 

(3) KBA: 7 

(4) WIA: 10 

(5) WIA: (probable): 6 

( 6) CAPTURED : 2 

(7) Captured equipment: see annex B, Defriefing Reports. 

11. Was Mission Accomplished: Yes. Special Task Force Rapid Fire was 
given the mission of establishing enemy disposition, composition, and unit 
identification and to determine the level of VC/NVA activity within the AOs. 
The Special Task Force accomplished all of its missions and satisfied all of 
the EEI with the exception of the requirement from the 25th Infantry Division 
to determine the presence of COSVAN in the AO. The Special Task Force 
continually interdicted main VCAJVA supply routes and infiltration routes and 
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forced the enemy to. expend his forces in defending hi.s base c<nnp loca....;. 
tions. The Special Task Force did irreplacable damage to the security 
of the 80th Training Regiment v.rith the capture of enemy documents and 
the destr~ction of the safe haven for that organization. Enemy prisoners 
captured were interrogated and revealed valuable information of their 
units and their activities. Throughout the conduct of Operation Rapid 
Fire V TAC air strikes and artillery strikes were placed on the enemy 
both day and night severly interdicting his ability to reinforce his 
positions or to effectively react to friendly operations. 

12. (C) LESSONS LEARNED : 

a. General: Due to the type of AO and the enemy activity 
found therein, many situations developed. which allowed new innovations 
to be tried. They are listed below. 

b. In destroying enemy huts which are usually constructed 
of bamboo and thatched roofs, the use of white phosporous grenades is an 
excellent means. However, it should be pointed out that due to the volitity 
of white phosporous extreme care should be exercised in its handling. 
This detachment suffered two indigenous killed when a white phosporous 
grenade detonated on the belt of one of the personnel. These grenades do 
not have the safety pins spread as do fragmentation grenades and this lends 
them to the possabilit.yof accidental detonation. 

c. In destroying enemy fortifications and structures such 
as bridges an .. 81! ·artillery_ projectile will do maximum damage with a minimum 
of weight and inconvenience. As in the destruction of large quantities of 
rice (After Action Report Rapid Fire IV) the fuse well of the 811 projectile 
should be filled with C4 and detonated with electrical or time fuse 
detonation. 

d. In the use of rope ladders, rapelling ropes, and McGuier 
rigs it is essential that the helicopter descends from a height greater than 
the length of the rope and that it descends straight down. If the helicopter 
is not at a height sufficient to allow the ropes to completely straighten 
out when they are thrown from the aircraft, they will tangle and valuable 
time is lost in attempting to straighten them out. 

e, Claymore mines when used as a device to capture prisoners 
should be aimed low so that the person against whom the mine is used will 
be wounded and not killed. This procedure is effective only if the ambush 
force is sufficiently greater in size than the enemy force to insure the 
safety of the friendly elements. 

f. Extreme care should be exercised in the use of fire 
producing products such as white phosporus when a unit is attempting to 
break contact or be exfiltrated. In one incident during the conduct of this 
operation a patrol was forced to move from their primary position because 
a rocket from a gun ship started a grass fire which moved toward the patrol. 
Because of this fire the patrols position was revealed to the enemy who 
delivered effective fire on the team. 

g• The use of tactical air strikes and artillery as a 
blocking force is most effective on a search and destroy mission. Tactical 
air and artillery can also be plotted to proceed the friendly search 
operation which will open up the jungle canopy making travel easier and 
revealing enemy installations to a. greater degree than only a ground search. 

h. Great care must be taken to insure that reaction forces 
from other units, (i.e. divisional units, ready reaction unit), are fully 
apprised of their responsibility to this detachment in that the of the 
force which is internally available to the Special Task Force is not of 
sufficient size to engage in a major enemy contact. Considerable difficulty 
was encountered in obtaining additional helicopter support when this unit 
was engaged in a major contact and needed to reinforce its ground troops in 

{'1 n. ~~Tr~-,~ :.,.-.... ·r· ~~:J'~' n­
..._. ......... i ·-. AI. .a.-.Y - . .J.. \~ 



~()1\\r~;: 
.L tjj 1 i'. -

order to evacuate wounded and dead personneL • · ~lVJJ._ . 
i. It is possible to a claymore mine with a wire anAte 

device which allows the claymore to be thrown toward enemy fortifications 
or personnel. When the detonating wire is pulled toward the person who threw 
the mine it pulled to a position which faces the instrument towards the 
enemy., This device is excellent in breaking contact and destroying enemy 
fortifications without exposing the friendly personnel to enemy fire. 

j. White phosporus is an excellent means of marking enemy 
positions for artillery and air strikes in that the smoke rises much mor' 
quickly than that from a normal smoke grenade. This technique should only 
be used when a severe time factor is involved and immediate reaction is nedded. 

k. Flares carried on the shackles of radio relay & FAC aircraft 
can be used to start fires in enemy gardens and rice fields. When used the 
altitude must be such that the flare ignites but hits the target before 
deployment of the parachute. 

1. When using an aerial observer to mark targets for ground 
troops, white phosporus grenades are more practical than smoke or WP rockets. 
If dropped from an altitude of 400 feet or less the grenade will explode 
on the ground. This conserves the marking rockets for use with the TAC 
aircraft. 

m. Often it is practical for a commander to control grotind units 
from a FAC aircraft. This leave the C&C helicopter-free for the Arty FS 
coordinator, aircraft commander, and. ground unit S3, In the C&C ship one of 
the two FM: radios is tuned to the command net, the other to the artillery 
frequency. aircraft commander controls his assets by use of UHF/VHF.· 
The commander controls the ground elements from the FAC aircraft by FM on 
coi:mnand frequency. This allows the commander to insure TAG air is placed 
exactly whe~e he wants it. It allows him to stay on target during the 
strike-·-- normally the C&C must clear the Target Area for high performance 
aircraft. The S3 monitors the com.'nand net and can easily relay information 
to the FOB without disturbing the command net by changing his FM set from 
low band to high band (vice-versa). The FOB monitors and high/low band 
frequencies, 

no In selecting alternate frequencies it convenient and 
easy to remember if the alternate frequency is obtained by changing the 
band selector switch, i.e. high to low/low to high. 

o. When directing 
always include the following: 

air support using either UTT ts or TAC 

(1) Azimuth from your position to the target. 

(2) Distance from your position to the target. 

(3) Direction you desire firing passes to be made (your 
position must be known by supporting aircraft). 

If the direction of fire passes is not given all too often the 
aircraft will come in on the azimuth given from your position to the enemy. 
This results in the aircraft firing over or into the friendly positions and 
could cause friendly casualties, 

Pe When acending a rope ladder, it is best to climb it from the 
side, inserting the heels in each rung - toes out. This reduces the inward 
swing and need for ground personnel to hold the bottom rungs steady. This 
technique also allows the leg muscles to do the work and takes the strain off 
the arms. When practical have a snap link attached to a secure piece of webbing 
or belt.. In the event the climber becomes fatigued the snap link can be snaped 
on to a rung and secure the climber. 
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q. When extractJ..ng us1.ng the McG1n:e0 R1.g (mor~han one 
person). It is an added safety precaution to use th<:: -or--:f'ehy ,n.·Jgt; r.:rt.rap 

on a buddies rig - this way if the McGuire rope fails the rider is still 
secure to tho other soldierls riga 

r. V.Jhen assaulting enemy bunkers and trench lines it is 
necessary to over run enemy positions as quickly as possible in order to 
capture WIA's and documents. If stubborn resistance is met_, napalm has 
been found best in quickly neutralizing the enemy. It can be delivered 
1-rithin 20 meters of the friendly forces without caus:ing harm. It is 
necessary to mark the front and rear of the friendly line so that the 
napalm can be delivered by TAG air without endangering friendly position"ff. 

13. (C) Conclusions and Recommendations. 

a. Conclusions: The missions accomplished in the assigned 
AOs proved to be well su:l.ted to the capabilities of Project Rapid Fire. 
The variety of enemy situation and the strength of enemy activity again 
provided ample opportunity for the Special Task Force to exercise to the 
fullest its ability to strengthen its ground positions by rapid reaction 
to the changing situat,ion. The Special Task Force was limited in its night 
operations because radio relay aircraft were only available for 7 hours of 
flying time per day and it is not advisable to have teams on the ground at 
night if there is any possibility that continuous radio communications 
cannot be maintained. 

bo RSCQr~endations: 

(1) 'Ih2.t future Rapid Fire Operations be given a more 
definate support, agreement with reaction elements~ 

(2) That the same supporting elements be kept together 
if at all possible to allow for the quickest response and maximum efficiency 
of the Special Task Force. Each change in supporting elements necessitated 
a training period ivllich delays the employment of the Special Task Forces. 

14e (C) OPLAN/OPORD Rapid Fire V: See Annex F. 

15. ( 0) CLose Air Support Rapid Fire V: 

a. II FFV provided two USAF FAGs and two 1-19 FAC aircraft 
:in support of Rapid Fire V. Both aircraft were located at Tay Ninh West 
airfield and the FAGs lived at the FOB where they were available for planning 
purposes. Normal utilization of the FACis were to have them provide coverage 
during all infiltrations and exfiltrations. The experience of both pilots 
proved invaluable to the Special Task Force in that they quickly adjusted to 
our operations as one FAG had supported us in the past. During enemy contact 
the FAG pilots employed the gunships as they would TAC air, guiding them onto 
the targets and marking targets with rockets and smoke. TAG air was used to 
the.fullest extent and was always quickly responsive to· our needs. Because 
of past pa~ticipation by the FAGs in similar operations, it was possible for 
them to judge the severity of an engagement and to request TAG air support 
without beL~g directed to do so by the commanding officer. 

i 

' b ~ Ra'dio rele.y aircraft \-?ere only permitted to provide 7 
hours coverage of th.e operation per day and to some extent limited the night 
operations that 1·Jere conducted as a patrol in the field must have continuous 
contact with the FOB. During the operation some difficulty was encountered 
in coordinating the activities and flying times of the radio relay aircraft. 

c. The l88th .Assault Helicopter was to provide 5 slicks, 
(4 for troop lif·': and 1 C&O), and 2 gunships, for continuous coverage of 
insertions and extractions. Because of heavy enemy ground fire it was 
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and the usual procedure was to employ 3 gunships with 2 on station and the 
other to serve as a filler while the ships on station refueled or rearmed. 
2 gunships are inadequate for our operations. 
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0 NJJTD ENT V• 
ANNEX A TO AFTER ACTION REPORT RAPID F1RE V · ~ 

25 January 1968 

SUBJECT : AREA ASSESSMENT AND INTELLIGENCE 

REFERENCES: AO BEAR, MONGOOSE, CUB, MAP VIETNAM 1:50.,000 Sheet numbers 
61311, 6132II, 6231IV, 6232III, 6232IIT, Series L-7Dl6. 

AGENCIES AhTD SOURCES: Agencies included: Company A, 5th SFGA; lst SF, 
II Field Force Vietnam, 188th Assault Helicopter Company, USAF Forward/ 
Air Controller, 6/27th Artillery, Detachment B-32, 5th SFGA. · 

1• MISSION: Special Task Force Rapid Fire conducts 1p ecial 
operations commencing D Day, 08 December 1967, in designated A0 1s to 
develop Combat Intelligence· and Satisfy EEI. 

2 • AREA OF INTEREST BOUNDED BY THE VIETNAHESE-CAMBODIAN BORDER ON 
THE V.!EST AND NORTH AND GRID LINE 54 TO THE SOUTH AND 23 TO THE EAST. 

a. Weather: During the period of Rapid Fire V 08 Dec through 
January, the temperature was generally from 75 degrees in the early 
morning to a high of 90 degrees in the early afternoon. 

(1) Cloudiness: Infrequent early morning haze usually 
disapating by 1000 hours, some heavy clouds in the early to late afternoon 
but with a gen~ral ceiling of unlimited. 

(2) Visibility: For the most part visibility is unlimited 
throughout the day, no operations were severly affected by lack of 
visibility though occassional ground fog in the early morning made 
infiltrations difficult. 

. (3) Precipitation: No precipitation occured during the 
period of Rapid Fire V. 

(4) Advantage to Enemy: Occassional ground haze made it 
possible for the enemy to move under cover while our helicopters were 
on approach. 

(5) Disadvantages to Enemy: The generally excellent · 
weather made infiltrations and reinforcements comparatively easy during 
the entire period. The generally good weather made aerial reconnaissance 
an effective tool and tended to restrict the movement of the enemy in open 
areas. 

b. TERRAIN: 

(1) Relief: AOs Bear, Hongoose, and Cub were flat to rolling 
with Nui Ba Den serving as an excellent reference point for most areas of 
the AO's. 

(2) Drainage: The AO's generally drained into small streams 
which flow to the Song Vam Co Dong which serves as the border between 
Vietnam and Cambodia on the western and northern sides of the AO's, the vam 
Co Dong flows west and south. Streams in the area which were encountered 
by the operational elements were dry. 

(3) Vegetation: Undergrowth in the AO's varied from open rice 
paddies to dense undergrowth. Most of the area is primarily jungle with 
single and double canopy. Much elephant grass is evident throughout the 
open areas in the AOls. Bamboo is sparsley located throughout the AO's with 
the preponderence being located on the river area in the western portion of 
AO MONGOOSE. Because of intense GVN-US artillery and bombing much of the 
area is heavily pock marked and the jungle has grown back over the damage 
making many areas difficult to travel. 



c~ TRAFFICABILITY: Movement in most areas is difficult but not 
restrictive with the exception of the river banks where the movement is re­
stricted because of the heavy underbrush. All of the area is adaptable for 
the use of wheeled and tracked vehicles. Throughout the area there are 
numerous landing zones. Streams in the area at this time do not pose a 
problem in that they are generally dry and easily forded. Cross country 
movement by foot is practical within the area. 

d. Lines of Communications: Within the area there are two main 
north-south roads 1 Highway 13 and 22 with a well defined trail running 
basically East to West in the most northern part of AO Beat-. Trails ar7 
numerous throughout the area and most are trafficable by ox carts. · 

e. Cover and Concealment: Cover is limited in some areas due 
to the lack of relief and is limited to ant hills and similar protection. 
Concealment in the area is generally good to excellent and in the areas 
along the river concealment is superior. 

f. Observation and Fields of Fire: Because of the lack of 
relief, fields of fire are generally excellent with the only limiting factor 
being the dense undergrowth in some areas. Observation is excellent if high 
ground is available. Indirect fire weapons can be utilized but it is recom­
mended that artillery be adjusted by air in the areas of primary jungle. 

g. Obstacles: The area is generally considered passable by 
infantry troops and tracked vehicles with no obstructions. 

h. VC Booby Traps: During the entire period of Operation Rapid 
V no mines or booby traps were encountered by friendly elements. 

i. Critical Terrain: Generally speaking the most critical terrain 
feature in the area would be the Va.'rt co Dong which affords a rapids means of 
transport to NVA/VC units and may be a major infiltration means from Cambodia 
to Viet Na.~. other critical terrain features are roads and trails which if 
controlled by enemy. forces provide a means of rapid reinforcement and could 
result in friendly forces being encircled and destroyed. 

j, Enemy: VC/NVA units in the AOts are well equipped, well trained, 
well fed and excellent fighters~ They will fight to preserve their base 
camps and do not hesitate to engage friendly forces and will use trails and 
roads to rapidly reinforce their positions and to search for friendly elements. 
The area along the Song Vam co Dong is literally a fortress from the southern 
most portion of the area to Logo located at WT 9775, it was impossible for 
this detachment to insert a team into this area without engaging in a major 
contact. The area of the Vam Co Dong is used as a garden area and resupply 
storage as well as a training area for newly arriving troops from North 
Viet Nam and Cambodia. 

k. Answers to EEI and OIR: 

(1) Main force units reported in AO Mongoose is the 80th 
Training Regimeht. VC/NVA captured indicate elements of the 14lst NVA 
Regiment and C-25 Engineer Company are located in the AO. 

(2) The 8oth Training Regiment base camp was located in the 
vicinity of 'WI' 991648 on 7 January 1968. Garden areas were located vicinity 
WT 980750 to 'WI' 970620along the Song Vam Co Dong. Captured documents and 
POW's indicate base camps in the following vicinities: 'WI' 9678, wr 9944, 
XT 0164, XT 0069, XT ::;_~97, XT 1785 and XT 0888. 

(3) The Both Training Regiment base camp was defended by 
three reinforced platoons using small arms and automatic weapons. Base 
camp vicinity XT 088881 was defended by a platoon, using small arms and 
grenades. Indications are enemy will defend his base camps in this area. 
If enemy withdraws it is generally towards Cambodia and by foot. 

(4) Enemy forces attacking Thien Ngon are locally based units 
receiving logistical support from Cambodia. 



(5) The units located in the AOis are supplied by using 
the trails in the area and by sampans navigating the Song Vam Co Dong. 
Logistical support comes from Cambodia and from the gardens along the 
Song Vam Co Dong. The main force units are well equipped weapons and 
uniforms wise. Individuals have been observed wearing black pajamas, 
grey shirts and black pants, khaki uniform~ and .se~eral mixtures of 
clothing. Enemy has been armed with AK47 1s 1 SKS's, Chicom Carbines, 
AK50ts, RPG's and pistols. The enemy is aggressive and willing to 
fight, he is ,..,-ell fed and clothed, all general indications of high 
morale. 

(6) The enemy has the capability to reinforce his units / 
in the AO at will. 

(7) The main infiltration routes irito War Zone 11 C11 are 
located nere and along the Song Vam Co Dong, i.e. Operational Area 
Mongoose. For detailed study of trails, roads and waterways see 
paragraph 11111. For additional information see Operations and Intell­
igence Overlay, Annex G. 

1. SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION ON ROAD AND TRAIL 
ACTIVITY, MAP REFERENCES SEE FORMAT THIS ANNEX: 

(1) Trail shown on map as a road starting XT0991 and leading 
NE is a foot size path from that location to XTl597 and is used only by 
foot traffice it's entire length. 

(2) Trail shown on map at XT1393 leading E, SE, and NE is 
in existance and well used by foot traffic. 

(3) Trail shown on map at XT 0388 ahd leading s, SE, and 
NE is well used and in the vicinity of XT 0387 night movement of vehicles 
has been observed. Approximately 17 vehicles parked on one occasion 
vicinity XTQ488. 

(4) Trail sholill starting at WT9890 and leading SW exists 
and continues SW and W to the Cambodian border vicinity WT9186 and is well 
used by ox cart traffic. 

(5) A trail starts vicinity WT9186 just N of shown clearing 
and proceeds E to vicinityWT9286 and then SE to intersect above mentioned 
trail vicinity WT9386. 

(6) A trail starts vicinity WT9787 and proceeds SW to 
vicinity WT9586 where it branches with one trail going due W and inter­
secting trail mentioned in line 5 vicinity WT9486. Other branch proceeds 
SW to vicinity WT9485 where it turns nearly due S and terminates at the 
Cambodian border vicinity WT9478, this trail is heavily used by foot and 
ox cart traffic. 

(7) Trail shown on map starting vicinity WT9489 an~ leading 
s-sw to vicinityWT9485 is old and not used. 

(8) A trail starts vicinityWT9485 and leads due w. 

(9) A trail branches off the trail mentioned in line 6 
vicinity WT9484 and leads SE to vicinity WT9382 where it splits with one 
branch leading S around the shown clearing to WT9281 and the other branch 
leading W-SW to vicinity WT9082. 

(10) Highway 24 starting at WT8882 and leading N-NE is 
heavily used by vehicles traveling at night with their lights on. 

(ll) Highway 20 starting vicinity WT9775 and leading NE 
is lightly used by foot traffic only. 

Af l2 YEI~k iNTERVALS 
DEClASSIFIED ): 
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(12) Highway 24 in.the.vicinityWT9368 is well used and 
has several branch roads (trails) leading N off of it. Also in the 
vicinity of WT9668 and leading N along the wood line is a vehicle 
parking area. 

(13) Highway 13 from WT9960 to XT0059 is heavily traveled 
but trail from XT0059 to XT0159 is not used to any extent. 

m. SUM.HARY OF ENEMY INSTALLATIONS AND FACILITIES, :t-1AP REFERENCES 
SEE FORMAT THIS ANNEX. 

(l) A trench and bunker system starts vicinity WT941868 atid 
following the west edge of the clearing shown for approximately 800 meters. 
On the southern end the system extends around the clearing for approx­
imately 200 meters. On the north end of the system it leads east for 
approximately 200 meters ... 

(2) Garden plots exist along the banks of the Vam Co Dong 
starting vicinityWT990640 and leading north to vicinity WT970750. Most 
of these areas have defensive positions around them and also protective 
cover from air strikes. 

(3) A regimental headquarters base camp of the 80th Train­
ing Regiment was discovered vicinity WT991648 extending N for approximately 
400 meters and E approximately 200 meters. 

(4) A base camp 
XT088881 at the southern edge 

is suspected to be located vicinity 
of the clea~ · shov.m on the map. / 

•' .. ·. ~."(. 1- .. >' ./ 
t/ 7//::' ./ 
~·~ f~~~KER . 

Captain MI 
S2 

f T 1".' \r I ' - i .. ·.· , iNJrnttlli'·'' 
!' f:ri'f0 ·..Jt 

L :. iJ~CLASSIFIE~l f 
s .::: f.J o - 1 o lr 1 

---b··~-----------'' t 



·" .-.G'J.JUN REPORT OPE? . .li.'IIOIJ RAPID FIRE V 

?ATCIDL DEEfliF;FDJ~; Jil::PC'RTS 

1. DET .£1.-361 i ~ission f 1 (Recon) 

a. Size and SFC Netv-.man, SSG Hartin, SGT , s'F·c 
,')~;T Simons, 'JO Z.dt·m.rds, plus 6 cambodes. 

i'·iission of· patrol: To conduct aerial observation and engae·e 
los of o;Jpertuni ty. 

(' .. (1) ·~'ime of departure~ 
/ 

1012h5 Infiltration LZ-'X'" 181978 
1 ,' 

(£}:Time of.extraction: 101330 ?Exfiltration LZ XT 181978 

d. Conduct of Patrol~ 

(1) Patrol Houte: From LZ patrol moved N'F; for 100 meters to a 
~-1hieh t.ras constructed withh, the past ;;-o to 120 days. The bunker was 

~:true ted of lor;s 811 in diameter topped with soil. The bunker -..as 3 1 

m••J lmd two openings, one north a.nct the other facine; south. The bm!kc::r 
''''f' .it '}'T.ro wells 1>Jere also in the area and t·rere approx 30 rr.eters from 
.:.:~;; b~1nker:::;" On.e 1oroll -v~ras . -<md had watE:r in it. i•h.e other Hell Has 
r·:. end also had uater in :i.t. ~rhe tr<:1.ils in the area had only bEJen used 

· v ... ·o·~rt:. t,y·.:ii'ic and ·Hero ft wide and uore running north to south. 'The 
·\. ···Us :L1 tho a:re;a had been traveled in the last 2h hrs. Toa:n also found a 

'----e bmrl :~·ith "'- full SU.lply of rice inEide l·Thich had not. turned b:CC1-Jl1o A Smfl.l1 
:~<:J.T isn t-ms in the vicinity and contained the following vegatables: Peppers 3 

_·;nions, radishes anc~ other mise Yee;atables. 

(2) Terrain~ Flat, open, many thorn bushes, and no canopy. 
suo:Jort 1>The led and track vshiclos. No streams Here crossed by 

(3) Obst"lcles: None. 

(h) Hines or boot.ytraps: None. 

( S) " t· · _. Lc· lon upon encou.nter2ng enemy: None. 

"" E:numy Information: None. 

f. Hesults of encounter with enemy: i'~one. 

g., Si;)·nificant Activities: 

(l) Ch8.nge in Tactics: None. 

( 2) isc: Hone .• 

(3) Suspected infil routes: J:Jone. 

h~ ~Tas l·;ission accor.1plished: Yes. 

i. 2c;com.,...Jendations and conelusions~ _Team feels that area was us,::,d 
fo:c small vegatnble gar(1ens. Area where bunkers 1·rerc founc-1. 1-.ras used for air 
::.oYer. 

<1n -Size and Composition: 
;:;r}T Simons, plus (. Cambodes. 

SlJ'C Yewrmm, SS·:· !{~in, S:1-T Kovaleski, 

b. l~iiss.ion of Patrol: 
of opportu j_ty. 

To conduct aerial reconnissance Etnd 

c. (l) 

(2) 

of .!Jeparture: 

Time of Extraction: 

c 
,\ I j 

Infiltr.!l.tion:LZ XT 129712 

101810 Exfiltration:LZ X'I' 

f, 



d. Conduct of Patrol: 

·tiJ~ 2 
then proceeded to north on a fiorth-3outh trail for 250 meters and investigated 
trail and the general <?.rea. Team noticed that a truck had been in the area:. 
in thE{ last w~::ek. 'I'he patrol then proceeded to LZ and ;vas extracted vrithout 
further incident~ 

(2) Terrain: Gently rolling,tllick underbrush which is approx 
6 tb 8 ft high and. no canopy because area had been defoliated. Trail i\Fas a 
i·forth to South trail, approx 8 ft >vide and had boen traveled wit!lin the past 
week. Soil suitable for track and wb:d vehicles and team did not cross 
any streams. 

(3) Obstacles: None. 

(4) Hines and Boopytraps: None 

(5) Action upon encountering enemy: Team captured 4 VC suspects 
(Hoodcutters). 

e. Enemy Information: 

(1) Location: XT 129712 

(2) Strength: 4 

(3) Composition: 1:Joodcutters 

(4) Activity: Cuttin8 Hood 

(5) Equipment: None 

(6) Uniforms: Civili&~ clothing 

f. Results of encounter with enemy: Friendly losses: None Enemy 
losses: 4 VC suspects captured a.nd Hl~re evacuated to Trai Be. 

g. Significant activity: 

(1) Change in Tactics~ None 

(2) Suspected Infiltration 'ioutes; None.' 

(3) Propaganda Analysis~ None 

(h) l·:iscellAneous: None 

(5) Unusual activities: t.:ood cutters >vere in an area off limits 
to this type of activitiv~s. 

h. :.re.s mission acconplished: Yes 

i. Recommendations and conblusions: None. 

3~ DET A_.362 Hi.ssion i' 3 

a. Size and Composition: HSG irJolf, CPT Kransnoff, SP4 Ruiz, SGT 
Stark, SP5 rr)iskow, P;?C Taboada, plus (: Cambodes. 

b. J'fiir:;sion: To capture PCJv-JI s and Documents. 

c. 

d. 

(1) 

(2) 

(1) Patrol n.oute: From LZ team moved· S~l for L}00 m.eters and were 
in the processes of establis,lri,ne;. sn ambush, on a. S1•.: to llE trail wh(;n right , 
securi t;r saw 4 VC corning~ ~~~'tje J.Jj}lbJ:l" J4r'lli,~p1all arms fire was exchanged l~.· 
and the VC fled to the east.. Patrol 'I<Ta.s then extracted and l.Jas infiltrated at 1ll 
XT 095926. 1P 



CO NFID l:.NT ~-~ 
(2) 1~erraim Flat, sparse underbrush, single canopy, 

visibility was 30 to 35 meters. Tea."'il feols that soil is capable of supporting 
wheel a.nd track vehicles. The trail ran to Sel and 1eras 3 ft 1rride. The sur­
face of the trail -;..ras hard packed red clay. The team noticed that 1 VC had 
been on the trail very rec,:.ntl:Jr. ':'rail in vidni ty of X'I' 12h948 ran Nl-J to SE 
and was 1 ft 1vide but had not been used recently. 

(3) Obstacles: Hone 

(h) Hines or Boobytraps: rJone 

(5) ·Action upon encountering enemy: 
enemy vd. th small arms and enemy fled to the east. 

Rie;lrt security engaged 
/' 

e. Enemy Information: 

(1) Location~ XT 121948 

(2) Stren~~h: 4 

(3) Co;T!position: 3cout pa.rty 

(4) Activity of VC: VG were travel.i ng Sl:J on the trail. 

(5) Equipment: i\.utomatic Heapons (Possibly AK l.~?is) 

(6) Uniforms: Unknmm 

f. Results of encounter with eneray: 

g. 

h. 

(1) Eneiny·'lpsses: 

(a) :·,IA: none 

(b) HA BOSS: 1 

(c) hTJA: uTK 

(d) Equip Captured: Hone 

activities: 

(1) Change in tactics: Hone 

(2) Sus1)octeti. infiltration routes: TrB.ils previously merrtioned. 

( 3) Propag>nda analysis: None 

(4) tliscg i~one 

(5) Unusnal activities: :None 

acconiJ.Jlished: No 

i. Conclusions and recom:1.endations~ Pa.trol feels area is extensively 
used by VC/U!VA as route o:f infilt:t'ation. 

4. DZT A-362 f!tLar:::ion l 311 

a. :<;ize and Co:nposition: HSCT '!olf, C:?T Krasnoff, SP4 Huiz, SGT · 
Stark, SPS PFG Taboada, plus 6 cambodcs. 

b. To capture PO~·JI s anct Docuin.Bnts. 

.c. (1) 11 'ime of Infiltration: 111005 Infiltration LZ: XT 096923 

(2) Time of :c:J~traction g E.xfiltration LZ: XT 0)'6923 

(1) Patrol route: From LZ moved east 50 meters to trail 
an established an :v . .mbush position. At a.pprox 111150 patrol sa1-1 3 VC on bicyc:J_es 
traveling north· to south 011 the trail ar1d ti1e1n ~,ri tb. sr1all arms ::Jl1.d 

cT.-:;:_~TlO!'f3S, 

3 



CONprr"' -e-- · 

.II.. li.-4 i 

:tv ;_·pi'~fi rr U 
moved forvmrd to search tho body and received haevy auto!ik-vic l>reapons fire · 
1,rhich was returned and contact '·ras broken. Team captured 1 bicycle and were 
extractred'~''1:m(:I then reinserted in sR.rne area and captured 2 additional bicycles. 

L:· . -· . • 

The C C ship then went into the ground area and captured 3 additional 
bicycles in the S8.1'1le area. Tearn the1~ returned to FOB. 

(2) Terra.i:iu Flat, thick underbrush, single canopy, terrain is 
capable of supporting uhf;c:,l and track velo..icles. 'l'rail ~.vh:i.ch team a;;1bushed oh 
Has 2 ft wide and -;u-as ·a hard packed su:rface 'IThich had been extensively .traveled 
by bicycles. / . 

(3) Obstacles~ None 

(h) /iines .?nd Bcobytraps r ncountered: None 

(5) Action upon encountering enemy: Patrol engaged eneey vJith ::r;:r:. 
small m~ms and Cla;y-mores. 

e. ;i;nemy 'Ln:f:'ormation; 

(1) Location: XT 096923 

(2) Strength: 3 

(3) Composition: :Possibly messengers 

'(4) Activity of VC;. Traveling north to south on bicycles. 

(5) Equipment: 1 l·IJ:.:.l6 2 AEh7' s 

( 6) Uniforms: Black PJ 1 s , VC 1·rho nas l~IA 1val3 wearing blue. 
undershorts, blue hat, rubber sru1dals, and one VC had a Hhi te pith helmet. 

f. Results of encounter r:.rith cnem¥: 

(1) I"ricn::~ly losses~ None 

(2) Ensmy losses: 1 VC KIA 

(3) '~qu.ipment Captured: 17 m~K clocuments, 9 pictures, 1 lvallet, 
1 spoon, 1 r:i,ce can, lpr of VC s::mdals, 1 VC lantern, 1 black ground cloth, 2 
VC hats ( 1 gr\::en and 1 ;;..rhite), 1 rr,rey cloth bag, 1 can.toen covBr ancl cup; 1 
1'11-16 rifle (serial mmber 112072), 1 can o~~· oil, 1 first aid pouch, -1 green 
cloth case Hith toothpaste and. toothbrush, 1 knife w/ scabbard, car~cing case 
for 10 £1-16 mags, 1 rNA newspaper, 1 fingcrnc:d_l clipper, 1 black leather belt, 
9 full mags, 6 bicycles, 37 loose S.56 .roUJ.J.ds, 10 -cents cambodian money, 1 
tool for makinr; straps for VC sandals• 

g. Significant activit:les: 

( 1) · Change in tactics: :None · 

(2) Suspected infiltratton' routes: North to South trail. 

( 3) Propaganda analysis~ None 

( 4) i.·Iisc : . Z:;nolii'J was clean sh:ven, very neat, clc'an and ap~Jeared 
healthy,. 

(5)Unusua.l activities~ ;~ncm;y uan traveling in three man g:.coups 
durinfr th~r day t1pd >mro traveling on bicycles. Also teem did not leave area 
of engngeimmt. 'lehm noticed no foot traffic on the ·trail .• 

h. 1:Jas r,nssion acco:mplished: Yes 

i. Conclusions e .. nd recornmendati.011s; r.~he presence· of heavy traffic 
(Bicycle) and ~jhe lack of L)ot traffic on th trail dur:ng the daylight hours 
indicates that a major tmit ·headquarters may bt'j · il) the area. 

5. DET .~.-361 .. . • • 7.1,.·· l. _,·".J_ssJ.on 4 

a. Size <md Composition~ 
BG Aleo, CPT OHvera, plus 7 

(Ambush) 

E3FC St LtJ.urt::nt, SGT Purr, 

' i 

/ 



b. 'Mission: To 

c. (l) 1'ime of Infiltration: 110700 Infiltration LZ: XT 185968 

(.2) Tir:to of Exfiltration~ ll22h3 Exfiltra.tion LZ: XT 185968 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(l) Patrol Route: From LZ team moved cast for 50 meters, 
north for.l50 meters then •il'est for 50 meters and south l'or 50 meters to 
position. i\.t 111630 the team established a:mbu.sh position at XT lB5968. 
stayed in ambush position until extraction tj.me. 

then 
amb:Ish. 
'J~ea.'t1 

(2) Terrain~ Flat, secondary r:roe.rth, many dikes in the area, 
heavy thorn bushes~ single canopy. Trail in th<:, vicinity ~ms l meter v.ride 
and had. been used hea·lfily by motorbike v•ry recently. 

{3) Obstacles: None 

( L) Hines and Boohytraps: l:one 

· (5) Action upon on ountering enemy: :.Jone 

e.' c:t;ner,w information: Pone 
~ v. . 

.f •. Results of r:::ncounter ;,;;i th £nemy:: i\Tone 

r;. Significant Activities~ 

(l) Change in tactics: Hone 

(2) Suspected im~iltration routes: None 

( 3) · Propaganda Lnalysis : ~·Tone 

(L~) J'Iiscell:::neous: Te.o.r:~ heard he...rnmering and some chopping in the 
vicinity of XT 1<33967 the sounds cvere similar to construction sounds. Tim 
rounds of small arms uere. heard approx 100 ·oo 200 meters north of tlw 
ar:iliush position. 

(5) Unusual activities: lJqtte 

''! 

h. \{(as misr;ion acco plished: No 

i. Rec.ommendattons a.nd .Conclusions: Team feels route is used as a 
courier route. 

6. DET A-362 Nission l 5 (Armed Aerial Recon) 

a. ·Size and Composition: S ;G Pounder, SP5 Heberg, SGT .Patterson, 
SGT Farrner, SGT Danzer, SOT Aiello, plus 6 Cambodes. 

r.. HisEd.on: · To 1mgage targets of opp~rtunity 

c. (1) Time of Infiltration: 111450 Infiltration: XT 0(')1881 

(2) Time of Bxfiltration: 111610 Exfiltration LZ: XT 087881 

d. · Conc1.uct of Patrol 

(1) Patrol Route: From tz patrol moved north east for 15 meters 
and heard voices from the right asking in Vietnamese 111:Tho is theren VC 
immediately engnged patrol ;,.lith small arms fire t·rhich ''m.s returner~: by patrol 
The point element of the patrol received a round in the upper h;?lnd guard of the 
.t:l-1( but i-vas not injured.· :}unships suppressed tho aree. and team was extracted.-

·' (2) TerrP.in~ flat, sparSEl undergro'!trth, slngle s.nd double canopy, 
soil is· capable of supporting Nhecl and .track vehicles. Tra:il 1ricinity XT 087881 
runs I:J to S and is approx 1:\;~ ft Hide, foot trnveled and has been used recently. 

(3) Obstaclesg :None 

( )! ) I:inds :-'.c"l.c. 

' i 

j< 

I 



(5) Act· 'n upon encountcTine enemy: Te< ':'eturned fire with 
small arms and then o., _ ected gunships into the ares .• 

e. gnemy Information~ 

(1) Location: XT 087881 

(2) Strength: 7-10 VC 

(3) Co:rr.posit.:ion: P ssible LZ watchers. 

(4) Activ·ity: UNK 

. (5) Equipment: Sarllll arms ac d automatic we..spons. 

f. Results of encoUJ:1ter vdth ent::n.izy': 

(1) Friendly losses: None 

(2) Enenry losses~ Unk 

g. Sip:nHicant activities: 

(1) Change in tactics: Hone 

(2) Suspected infiltration routes: Hone 

(3) Propaganda analysis: None 

(4) 1''Iisc: None 

(5) Unusual activities: VC called to tea.m asking ·who they .were. 

h. k·Tas mission accomplished: Yes 

i. Reconun.endations and conclusions: Patrol feels that VG were LZ 
•ratchers,. 

7. mT A-362 Ifission i . 6 (Ambush) 

a. Size and composition: SGT Poux1dor, SP4 &iello, Srti Patterson, 
SG'J· J!';:n·mer, SGT Danzer, SP4 Reberg, plus 6 Carr1bodians. 

b. .His;;.don: To capture enemy PO~,ns and documents. 

·c. 'I'ime 
TiWlG 

of Departure: 120645 Inf'il tration i LZ: XT 157 846 
of }.::xfiltration! 121200 Exfiltration LZ: X'i' 159848. 

(rl) Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: From LZ (Primary) second element received fire 
and team •ms ext.racted a.nd infiltrated XT 158845 and mo•n:d 200 meters to :lil:J' 
.tra:il ••hich was 1 to 2 ft. vJide, heavily travelled by foot traffic 1dthih past 
li8 hours. Hoved east parall<'!ling the trail for 50 meters, crosBcd trail and 
proceeded north fer 150 meters to trail vicinity XT 159848. Trail ran East 
·1-1est and \-Ja.S 4 ft •ride, ho.rd paclced ditt, with t;wp . .:t.anos of oxcart tracks. 
Established hasty a:mbush and 1'1l'ere extracted. 

(2) Terrain: Flat, sparse to heavy underbrush, single and double 
and triple c;:~nopy, soil is suitable for wheel Bnd track v6hicles. Patch(lS of 
b:<unboo are scattered throughout· the area. 'J'rail vicinity XT 157846 ran East­
Hast and had been used vlithin p::mt 12 hours by oxcarts. 'frail was approx 4 ft 
wide. · 

(4) Hines and Booby traps encountered: Patrol booby tra. 
bicycle vicinity· XT 158845 with liner mine. 

(.5) Action upon encounter rrith enera;v: 
received fire which }:11q.S1 r~:t)Jl'ned .and team -vms .extractea .•. 

-·~:• I ,j (_·< j \ ~ i k' ' -

U V l~~~ 1_JUr 
e. Enemy informat~oh: 

-,,' 

- J 



~, (1) Loca t'n: XT 157846 

(2) Strength~ 11nknmrm 

(3) Composition: LZ vmtchers 

(h) Activity: Observing LZ 

(5) Eq_uipnent: Small n.rms 

(6) Unj_form.s: Unknol-m 
/ 

f. Results of encounter 1•r.i th cnCJny: None 

g. Significant activities: 

(1) Change in tactics: None 

( 2) Suspected infiltration routes: Trail previously mentioned 
may be corrono-laision route or route of infiltration~ 

(3) Propaganda analysis: lione 

(h) Hiscellaneous: i'lone 

(5) Unusual activities: None 

h. i~Tas mission accomplished: lio 

i. Recomsendations and Conclusions: Team feels area is exte-nsively 
used as comrno..;.laision ,infiltration and perhaps r(~supply. 

8. DE.'T A-361 Hission f, 7 (Ambush) 

a. Size and composition: SFC Newman, SSG l'ilartin, SFC Bro>-m, SG'I' 
Simons, SC'i~1 Echmrds, sor Kovaleski j plus 6 Cambodians. 

b. liissi.on: To capture enemy PCil·Tis and docUJ.i!ents. 

c. Time of Departure: 1206h$ Infiltration LZ: X'l'l5J880 

1'irne of J"!:xfiltration: 121200 Exfilt. ·ation LZ: XT 153880 

d. Conduct of patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: From LZ patrol moved NE for lS meters and 
established ambuoh on i'T-S trail uhich wns 1 ft '.Jide and in recent use ty f0ot 
troops. Trail vmnt to both sides of LZ. At 120915 pRtrol sighted 6 llV'\. 
persormel traveling form the Hest u.rho tu.rnod south. .::~nemy 'ms carr"Jing 4 AK 
47 1 s lJXS, <'mel 1 R.PD. Team v-m.s approx 1)0 :m8to:rs from tho cncr:tiJ and ucre not 
able to ambush them. 'Ienm. returned to LZ r:md 1lt.::rc extr~,cted. 

(2) Terrain: Flat to gently rolling, thick underbrush, 
single canopy, soil is capable of Hheel and track vehicles. 

(3) Obstacles: !Jone 

( 4) 11iines and Dooby traps: None. Patrol left a booby trapped. 
bicycle in vicinity XT 15.3 880 and some N-lh mines vrere also left in same area. 

e. 

(5) Action on encountering enemy: None 

Enemy information: 

(1) Location: XT 153880 

(2) 

(3) 

( 4) 

Streng-th: 6 i\iVA 

Composition: Unkno~m 



( oNF~~EN'flAL 
. (5) Eqt. ~Jmcmt: Peb gear of~VH J.oops t.v include canteen, ammo 

packets, harnesses, bolts, military shovE:ls, no rucksacks •. One enemy carried 
a 1·rhite flag. 

(6) Uniforms: Three v.rork black long sleeve shirts and long 
black trousers vrith black flop hats, one 1-rore long sleeve khaki shlrt, long 
khaki trousers, no hat, one wore khaki shirt long sleeve, black trousers, and 
one enemy wore black long sleeve shirt, long ble.ck ·trousers and brown co1.rboy 
type hat. 

f. Results of oncounter with enemy: None 

g. SignLfic~"lt activities : 

(1) Change in tactics: None 

(2) Suspected infiltration route: Trail previously mentioned. 

(3) Propa:ganda anal:ysis: None 

(4) l>!iscellaneous: :.:;ncJJJy seemed to be relaxed and w re ta~king 
and had their 1-rea:pons slung. 

(5) Unusual activities: None 

h. Has mission accomplished: No 

i. Conclusisns and Recommendations: Team thinks thB booby trap 
detonated after they v.rere extracted. 'leam also feels the area is used as a 
co'mo-laision route, and possibly an infiltration route. 

9.. lt1i!3sion f 8 1'~erinl Observation, Targets of Opport~ty. 

a. :-~lze end Composition: 4 slicks, 1 c,~£, 1. light fire team. 

· b. Hission: Aerial observation and to engage targets of ·:?pportunit.v. 

c. Time of departure: 121430 

Time of return: 121645 

d. ·Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: tiada aerial observation of AO }\!ongoose. 

(2) Terrain: lf/A 

(3) Obstacles: None 

(4) :nnes and Booby traps encountered: Hone 

(5) Action encoiiDtered with enorrzy-: H/A 

e. Lnemy information: 

(1) Location: ~TT890820 

(2) Strength: UlJK 

{3) Composition: UNK 

(4) Activ:i.ty: UNK 

(5) Uniforms: UNK 

(6) Equipment: UNK 

f.. Results of encounter -vrith 'nemy: 

(1) 

(2) 

Friendly: G1.mship 

Enemy: Unk 

~"·;·· 1,' 
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~,\,j···· 
. of dE;parture ~ 29!3630 Infiltration LZ: XT 185968 

of Heturn~ 301050 Exf:i.ltration LZ: XT 203964 

do Goncluct of Patrol: 

(1) Pat·:·ol r.,ute: Team infiltrated lst LZ and moved east for 
,,, ::;-'c,ers to XT 18696 7 anc:. then changed directj_on to· the north for another 
r.;et.c>:C•J, 'r:b.~Lc:: is tho area Hhere the te&!l set up thci:: first a:-:1bush. '1'he 

:.:.n a::1;bush position until 291420 a.."ld at this time 2 VC came I>J3.lldng 
tr!.!.iJ. frc•m the north9 the 2 VC ,,ralked past the teams right- socu:rity 

and. sat d.mm to t:~ke a. rest. Team then took tho enem;V under fire 
afto:c firing ce0.sed tearr. moved up to seG~rch a.rea nnd found no 

line of fire towards thE'~ VC v.ras hindered by th.ick 
A:!:'ter act:'rcn t:te tea.n uas instructed to move' back to the infil­

t.r.::.t.~ on L;~, Tea.1 -vra;::; exh·acted from 1st c>.mbush site wit:.1out fm·ther incident 
·'' ,,cinf]ltra:c-':d into 2d ambush position at 291500 hrso Tca:m sot up 

C:">' 1 -,,-, .. ";_,,<::!1., ···+ 'Tf><?r>JC\6-C m,,:;)<-1 11f>'>Y'd ,.A~my S~ "'nal s":o+C' .j.o t'l'•:t'·~ l)Q'<-•+h a"'r1 
. .,_',.t -.¥;.,h,.lv.,.,;:J...i. c,v .i'....L ,_,_,..,::;>)' ,:/. l. VC!,..u ._,c;:~..:., J.t:.CL • .L.f.S ~ .l.t. u.O \: .L \....- J. - ,.J.. v (': .i-!.1. .. ..-

VT\Ji)t ti::,•oathout the remainder of the afternoon. Teazn remained in this 
/ "Sit:Lon and during the course of events that fcllol'md throughout 

·' ~.· 2 i;, ·':he t:?am Lca1·d mortar fire to their :1orth 8ast ~ and :::1any signal shots 
·L.o t:r ...,j:r nc::d.h an(: south,, Teat-n moved out of ambush .posi tiorr at 3006h5 • 

. .:a'1 woncl 0:t.K; ~rest.: :Lor &bout. ],_5.0 meters to 1.''1' 204963 J teilin then s,::;t up cuabush 
·::>is " At ap:;:rox 0920 the tea"ll heard gunships L'- the area and the 

Here firing close to their posi ti·on (i'ear,L did 
., ~ D'fd.ce tb.c nu;:n!Jer) • At about ·o91.i5 to~'TI heard approx 5 VG 

tile w;;.;r of the ambu;·;h site...- At a:}prvx 1030 UO,.cabi~l sar:r 3 VG appro::clO 
•::, .. ,_.,,,, cr.Ed in tb.E:.ready poc,ition., The lead VC then heard VO Cahill 1 £: 

··c~l.o a:rd ;r<'.s a·bout to turn and shoot'·'O cabiJ.l.Hhen.c;..Bhill_hle't..r tb '·.,aym.cre 
'·J.l. his r~ hand an.cl Hred a burst of automatic fire i..rith. hi$}:::f ~" '•'0 

-<'Xti} ttsn riJuejw,:: frorn th:;: north side .. of the trail this b..::i ng the 
Jj_,:'E.;C !~1-:n in ;,rbi.cn the: VC came from. The Hounded VG· then: attempted, .to-ecr.s . .-u 
"'nto the busl1 b'rl; ''0 Cahill too!{ him und.er· firEr ae;ain~ \Then i'O Cahill 
;,,;:~~:uaJ.ted the 'ciOur.::ed VC he came under uitherlng .aut·oma:-bic ~fire.._ .. ~i'he toa.c'rl 

t:1::m. aslmd if be could be of e.ny assistanc.e.. t.o Ca....lJ.ill. Cahill asked 
' he ':;e;•:.t1c-ader t.o ... come .. down the trail to chocJ.; ·out ··tho tmunded VC,. . Hha11 
·:,.••2c1:l lei.<-dor ar:ci.Vcd he ad.min±stc::red -first aid to· tho 'vc 9 ~.nd called for 

·'" .;::cliu·;~o . '::]:d~r;; TL .~·Jas checking the ·;.rounde.cCVG' he~ c.aJ.:lO .. :u ... 1lder 
.:;x.t,;m;.o,.~·ic; '\J'82.l)ons fi.re also. At--this t::t:me ·SPL. Taylor moved out or1to. the 

-~c ,-::.1 l to s;;:;e i:t:' a:ny more· VC ·we:;:-e tn.. sight. il. t thi.s.. tLr1c. he .took. onD .:VG tn a 
c'·1 ·'ckoreccl sh:1.rt fire, possibly hitt±ng him. Tea.rn. then mov-ed 01.1-t .t.o 
c:Ki'i:L-tratioxl LZ 8.1ld 1~rn.s ELx:tract .. ed __ ~.del--

Te:rra.ini Flat to gently rall.ing; .thick 1lll.derbrush.,. ... cl.oub.le- .... 

ObstaC:.Le.s..:: · None 

or booby' traps encountered~ · None· -· 

(5) /,cticn upon...enc-oun:tsrine. c:nemy: See conc:t>J.ct of. patroL,._ . 

. --~--.-
-{1) -Location:. 203964 

'•. ·:·(2) ...... _""'. - .~ --. 

- ·, -~ 

Composition:- Squad ··t-- '" 

· (4.) '.Activity o::r VG: Sea:r·.chinr; for· Tea.m 

(S) .. S AK L.7 's 

( 6 ). - Un:if or,us ~ · Bla.c.k PJ r s both shirts and pants. one :vwre che.cke.red: , 
shirt 

.. · r. ,. B.esul.ts .of encounter with enemy: 

(l) Friendly losses: None 



ifuc.. (.It as o} ..t. 

(c) ~ iiJi.. ~ 0 

(d) 1:iL\. -; 

' 

(e) Captl:U:'Gd~ l(talcen -~- ..... tltc V\J 

(f) Encrrty- captured~ AK 4 7 l3Li)S.7) , h A:::C h7 
, 3 ).:Y\hld3 lcoso D..':'ll:J.o .1 .scarf" 1 srflx'?.l1 pack Jf pcp:;'ers J 1 small :m1l.'2. 

1nn.de ir1 l ltl/1'.. , 1 :;.mdical relc:a:>fJ slip, 1 }Y:Jn_~ 1 dlCr;nometer rr.cLde j_y:, 
·~,_ina, 1 bla.:;k 

noti: book, 

g, Signtficnnt activities~ 

(1) 

(2) Su 
t~10 9,~:"'fr.n~t')ll 

infiJJ:.:;~ation routes~ LE;;~ge 

a:rE3 D.o-G 0!1 tl!C l':'~·-iP ffi"'C lJOll 

Trai_1s ~1.n 

u:r.:-~r h.:L"a.tr:~off ,1 Cl.,_t0 ~.:;(h·-:;~:w: .. ds ~~ 

SBG· 1Jco ~" 7 ~ JtJ. 

J"r1filt:r·atinr1 I~?~: 

,, .. :,,. 
... 1~·-'~ '· 

P.:t:rol ::c;ute: 1\:;ar:l dopt1-t-·ted J,Z c·1~:Ci :·-;.oved en a c.;·_ 

C h.a11gr•El rJ ~j r>t>r ·+- .; 1""Tl 

:l~T 0; Lt-/ L. c: ) 

(4) 

rrc::lr.1 th_c:jn 
to a ),5 

ho.:<.ded on a dc:;rrce azinE'c.h fo: 
fer 35'- to R.:::1busf1. positJ.or1 

:" .. L· 1o c .~u1op~r, tncrn 
lt,111Gc~l ar~d tra~k '!Cl1icJ.e~; (> 

I:rur 

fTone 

Act:~ on ';•;·>?l H18t'ly: hill Zone cYC the a'11bu:Jh 
.3 

c ··.capcd tc tJ1e 
.. cn,y-. Then 

-.Je:.;0c.:on.::1 fx;orn 

+,r:1.U from north to south. i';::i.ll z,onc lo<JdGr lot l IIC 
tJten ncti.vn:ced a 1 VC o '.i'E::am then 

vc 
to''-'" then. nov~:;d fo:rTJnrd 

c5ca:>;>cbcd the deo.d VC tak:i .. ng doc;_nnonts _, 
r) 



(2) Strength: J VC 
CONF ~DENTIAJ_. 

( 3) Cr .. uposi tion ~ UliK (To am feels that iF_; :r•:)r'J just .", -Gi. c.vcJj · 
party co:nj_ng from Cc.m1Jodi~ int<l Viotn;;;n.. 

apart. 

r;;) :.~ciuipf;J:<nt: vc 1N'Urc earring'~ Cltinc'O s;\5 2.l'lcl t-0• ... Jrd VC 1 E; 

vmapon could not be se,m. 
/ 

( 6) Uniforms~ Eladc P J 1 :J bot toms j gre~r shirtc 3 r'O l1GC'Vl[;'Yl:t' , 

( "'l c., 1-'.~IlGliTJ lassos~ 

(a) IGA: l 

(b) KI).,Poss: )l 
\ 

(d) EquipnEmt~ l E)K:- G;.:r·U;·;n 5;J 70)!L.i.j,(/'_, l :,.,:•,_p , L~O 
T:lOc.t'1.fie:-~d gl."dl-~2-LlU ·' 3 1 . .Tt::'_·~~f~I'~~~roof grop_yyJ s:ne~~ts.: j_ Ll<1.l1k(:'t' 1 r_r Sllirt j j_ pr 

bl.LlC t.~cousors, 3 •Jil cl~-:t·;1f1 2 1 llc~l1dkl:rcll1.e~t, )~ :.ntelurdrs:::ers l l~l'.:;l .. ···:··-~1 -J' 

pc:n.E;;iorl lind!; 1 cLc;;;,-:r bov\rl) I lrr.·Cissiore, 1 \-vtd_t}t-~ ~:·nos·~ruito rH:~t, J '/ 

O.l 

s,_.lY:l.:r.e:r' l1arm~ocl-::_~ 1 errLrcr:r.;}l_i:ng t,;-'<)7_ "t·Jith GZ\[·.:o~ =' ·b(•:1p: cf sp:~C( .J:- ? sJ~d~:..~t.s T<Li..:-.. 

and bl(:.ck) )C? llr,~-= ;::.::.~<~ 1 1Yl1C-?.ni:-:.~, 8 rlC[3.ti-vF!S 1 3 notnboc->·::;,~ J4 c: .... :.t.-.i"y·i~-~t.~ cc:'.(3·:;, 1 1·_1 
-~~ro..t·'J:L~J!l"OC'~'f pe .. L~~c, ~j_ u.;~j_\··c.cE;a]_ pon;:;i.·l) ~\- gJ::::oy· b~.g, ~~ r;ail c:j-ppcr .~ ·'~c~i~_c·G kit 
l ammo b):t, l pr snndaJs, 1 bottle of p8nj_llcilla.n,, l bl;1t Nith 2 s·:.ar2~ o;; ':..L' 
::->irJ.e ·' 13 clj_ps of Sl\S r'.li1C:1C _, and l sowing kit. 

( 2) StltJpccted inf:iltra.vion rcutcu ~ Tectr;::. :_'eels t"ho.-t. ::!.~:~~~~8. :1.0 

u;:;od for inn.ltT2.t.j_on mld exfiH-ration T'Jut·c13, GOJ r;:o; h'OI; C-'nr:.:':-J.,r:Jj_a to V.iotn~~::.o 

c:-lor::rt:ioJ:l ir1 thu C.:.J·c~~;.. 

that nrou. is -~x::l.11g us'c'cl very hcavil~,r b;r foot traffic. 

Unusual activities" 
area <.Jf arobush ~v(:;rE1 r1ot u.sed in n~:_:Jprox 2 
by foot traffic ~~-:,JPl"OX 2 to 3 1·-JEJsks a,:-;o o 

~lrailr:> tb_at the team. saw lr1 irr.r."lf:d.iat.l) 
to 3 1rJCt:.' ks o 'l_lhe tr2vil l1nd been l:~;cd 

i. :rteco:n:monclations and conchwicms: l·Icne 

a" Size- and Composi'Llon: l? US 

I.~ission ~ :b:r:Jf.:d Aerial 'i.ocon 

.. lD!.C of 

\ 
\ 

\1 
lt1 



I 
; 

I 
I 

CON~ . f71 
(2) r r<'l.in: Flat .tciDJi3il frt[:4 lass th:roughcut 2W:'U 

1:, tree line about 15 motm:s :tn >·Tidth is 'located dnicrig~i'iM riv;-.:_r. ThG treoo 
the area P.re 50 to 60 ft high and the canopy is double canopy. :i: 
tho 1:1.rea is good to excellent. Tho team. did not cross any strea .. Gs or r-ivers 
in thv course of action that occured. 

(3) -~lines or roo by traps cncou..ntored: ~Tone 

(h) Obstacles encountered: None 

(5) Act:Lon upon encountering enemy: Team dep::.rtGd helicopter 
a..nd ar.1sualted e11m::ty position. Temr1 surppr;;;;:sscd m:ier:w gw"1i'iro D;M chased cncr: 
to the: national boun.dry llne. 'I'ea.r1 then searched' area ;,rhE:rc VC had been and 
1mcovored a s!1flll a.;noLmt of equipment ( 1 t-:yp<:J 53 Chic om carbine, 2. SKS SN 
res~')ectively .'\.8055 and 55h38.) Temn took enex;zy- 1U1dor fire and Here ext;'cC.(;tcc~ ,,~ 
out furth8r oner:t~.r sip,ht:i.ngs. 

(1) Locati.on: 1 IT 980657 

(2) Strength: 17 

(3) · Co;nposition: VC supply pGrsom,el (Est plt sir.e) 

(4) .Activity of VC: Evading frl8ndly personneL 

( 5) Equipment: 1 har:tmock, l mosqui t.o net, 1 gre;y cloth 1 
blue shirt, 1 hat '\erhi tf, tn color, and 2 above nont:tomxl uoapons., 

f. Results of oncounter vdth enemy: 

(1) Friendly casualties: 

6 US \;;JI.ti. (3 of the "Hii. are being ho,spital:Lz.cd th<:~ 
j;]US'I' (Hot serious) and remaininr.~: 3 are back at FCF ~d th wounds taken c,ou~'··' of 

mr,dics) (Slie:ht wounc;s) ·· 

( 2) Enrc.my losses; 

(a) S 
(b) .?:IL. 

by e;unships 
1 

(c) !Til 2 

g. Si::?:nificmrt activities: None 

h. Fas missi.on acco:mplished: '{os 

i. 
SUDply point 
members feel 

Flecom:nendat ons and conclusions: Team feels that ar(-;11 is a 
used by VC bringing SUlJPlies into Vietnam fr;lln Cambodia. 'Ieam 
that ar0.a could also be a compa.ny size base car:rp. 
Note: 20 rds of 175 were dropped into the t1rce. of contact. 2 

sorties of F-100 1'tfere caHed in after the Arty was called off. Daaage clone 
both is as folloHs g 8 Pu."lkers destroyed, 2 military hootches destroyed, 100 
netE.;rs of tronch line uncov<Ted, 2 c': un>:ccs cl::-:¥1·.-ec' .• 

14. DI'IT' A-362 ~dssion: :[ 13 

a. ·_·;:Lze and composition: 
.-.~rlli> 
~\J.i Jinons, SGT Linclormc.n, SP 4 Ry )Il, 

S ./> :t1Iartin. SSG HandNerk, CPT De John, 
6 Inc.l.i.r;cn::>uo 

b. ~lissiom ::o ';e ~L' cr 0tn :.f Opportun:Lty 

c. 'rime of dopartur~:::: 291t'20 In.L'iltrfttion 

~. imo of rctnrn: 2) 184.5 I:xfiltrat'.on LZ: 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Petrol rcrntu: From T'7 
.i.J<• team noved lf T for lCO meters to J~fu"•cr 

line. Team followed path ·Fh:i.ch •.•as per roll to the 1 ... ivcr for 3C F18ters north ' '\ tl 
ill 
It 



and to11n1 discovered 2 ~ lean to 1·Jhich town inm.odiG.teJ jecurod. Inside o .. 
lc:;an to Hero vwapons hdnufact1..l.!' parts.· and VC field manuals. (All docuxnc .. 
and vwa.pons manufacturing ite ·~"' lf"'-.tfua~\!i 'j- Ik, £th SFGA as soon 
as possible) Teari1 then contin _ A'tn~t'hBr .. etef'$ Jli},:,a zt.nrlthernly 
direction and came ac rosa a vc house:; which Fas approx iS mc"tc rs Hide ~.nd 20 
meters long. The buildjng ·:-ras a 2 st:o~Jy building oJhich contained more fi,3ld 
;:1anuals and vJeapons nanufacturing parts.. The upstairs of the house wo.s fi ttc .. 
out to be a sleeping Rrea for approx 15 personnel. Innnediatoly after search:! 
the house team comploti'lly destrc,yed the house (by fire to it). Te3l' 
moved on in a northernly direction and car,:e across a saJ:1pD;.ll docking arc.~a t;.1hic, 
had one sanpan chained to the dock. Team destroyed the s· :~pan fl .. ncl docking 
area by using grenades and h-79 1s. Team moved on north for abou;:llr 15 meters 
and sighted a SD.r:1pll1. in tho m:ic.dle of the river, t~;a:,;: took the sampan undor 
fire ~nd s&!k it vJ. ~h a direct hit from a J'.'I-79. After sinking the samp0.n 
tomn searched a.rea and discovered 4. bunkers which they destroyed. (Note: 
throuc;hout the entire operation the team "ras under fire from snipers and 
automatic wegpons}. All tho areas in which the te::Jn had searched and destrn,red 
had been occupied in the last 5 minutes. Throup:hout the entire operation th~ 
VC had been evacuating the area;:: -vrhere the tea.ms direction of march was,, ,·no~l 

the tea."'!l il\fas or(:,ored back to the exfil LZ the;y- searched and destroyed ap-~rox 7 
bunkers a:;'1d expended all a·:nmo on sn' por holes and enemy fortifications. 
reaching LZ team 111Tas evacuated under fire. 

(2) 'Terrain: Thick underbrush, douhio canopy .iunrde, soil is 
capable of ~vhcel and track vehic1es. 1'hrour·hout the area of pperation the te 
1v-as hindered by thorn bushes and thick 1L11.derbrush. The team did not cross m'y 
strear;is or rivers. Visi.hili ty in thE:i area was from 10 to 1) netors. 

(3) Obstacles:Toam -vms constantJ¥ hindered by bushesQ 

( l!) t1i:'Lnes or Booby traps encountered: Team destrcr)'E3d 2 :.:BU · 
Hhich vmre placed on the trail. 

(5) Action upon encountering enemy: Team did not cone in 
of any VC due to their mission of evacuating enemy intell and enem;y" docur.1ontE 
Team v18~ const;cmtl;;.r 1mdc:r fire from all sid8s during course of oporationc 

e. 1nerrrr i11..formation~ 

(l) Location: i·JT 965718 

(2) Strongth: Compan}' size (70) 

(3) Composition: Company 

(l.t.) Activity of VC: Team feels that area is used as a 
and resu·;:;ply area. refore pursueing the enemy tea'll belicwes the enemy Fero 
holding claElSes and making Temapon parts. 

(5) Uniforms: TJNK 

f. Results of encounter 1rith E'.!D8Jttlf: . 

(l) l"riendly losses: 

(a) KL\: :Fone 

(b) TcTif.: Hone 

(c) liiA ~ l~C:ITE 

(d) }!~quipment: Hone 

(2) Ene:;'!Y losses: 

(a) KIA: aone 

(b) vJIA: None 



. co~¥'!Dt~'ill&'uipmont• ~:~: 
g. Sj_gnificant activities: 

(1) Change in tactics: None 

40 lbs 
10 lbs 
25 lbs 

of .Japons .:.nichin,,r) 
of VC documents and "", 
of VC uniforms and 

( 2) Prcpae;anda analysis: Hone Note: Team febls th,::;.t 2.rcJa 
vTOuld be a prime target for a US GVJ:I propaganda leftlet drop or propaganda 
broadcast. 

(3) Ini'U tration route: Team feels that area is a resup?l:Y 
and also a docking area for sunplies and troops coming into Vietnam fror,1 
Cambodia. Also all ea3t to Hest trails in the area. are \<ell used foot 
traffic. Tea."!l noticed that are<>. is well used l)y VC sampans and also cont<: 
many samp11n docking ar<:1as. 

(4) ~Usc: Team feels that area is a general rest area <'lll(' 

resupply area. The aroa of the operat:Lon is also used as a tre.ining and cJ 
room site. Tee-m also noticed t1,at the area is covered by sniper and bunk!=,:. 
holes. 

h. '·ras misshm accomplished: 

i. Hecom711tmdations and conclusions: Tearn reco::n.mends that a large 
scale friondly force should operate :Ln the area. Also t..;3am feels that aT:::;" 
should be suept in the near future before the harvesting season ±su;over. 

Note: After operation , 35 rounds of 175 were dropped into the 2:::-:.: •• 
-t?esults of arty will follGI-J. 
fJote: After operation, air strikes were called in 1"ith follotdng crdJ.i1ace 
dropped on AO: 6 l'liT\..32 Hi drRgs, 2 NapaL11 bombs, 20 mm strafe~ :;_oCJ% orc15m.> 
in target E~.rea. Results of a·fr strike, 4 bunkers destroyed and 6 uncovered, 

Team on tho f!TOund destroyed 2 large hootches (1 of the hootches 1.Hl.S a. ttm st 
house). Teara also destroyed 2 s;::.mpans and a docking area. Toam also 
4 bunkers ·and cav•:d in 11 spider holGs. Reason tear.t did not destroy rema:; L"1 

of fortified:Lpositions was due to the:ir running out of t::l.rilii10n 

In the course of events that occured du:r.·ing the operation 4 helicopters ·>Je:ce 
t.akon under fire by the VC and 4 of th8 craft were hit o Results of the h:L tE> 
uere as follows: 2 Gu.."1ships hit and l..Yeru pulled out of thE: operation_. 2 
1,rere hit, causing one slick to return to the FOB n.nd the ot.hor ship crash8d 
in -the jungle at coordinates XT 0462. The craft 1ms immediately secured 011d 

pulled out by _,_ CH-!~7. 

During the coursE' of action by the ground troops the te3.!-n ~.tas forced t'.) 
in place the follo-v.Jing items: 2 partially made shovels, 2 ~5 gal drums of 
gasoline, 1 large Yice, 21 lbs of C-4. HotEl: some of the items tverc thrm·rn 
into the river due to the inteusity of the ground fire. 

List of captured docunwnts and equipment: 
92 personnel docUI0.ents and m'Nspapers (including 2 notetoo.ks 
72 documents (consist in;::; of field manuals <'tnd training f'l.ict;s an: I notes) 
22 Personnel docunEmts t>hich contained LBN 1 s 
59 photcgraphs 
3 hanmcks 
3 :mosquito nets 
6 trousers (Bhle 2.nd black) 
1 li. 71> stre.p ~? meters long 
1 radio 1r.ri th case ( 6 battery's) 
2 AK magaz:Lnes 
1 bot tlG of ycllmf pills 
3 bandages 
4 ground sheets 
5 meters of i:nertube strips 
suspontion line ( 2 meters) 
1 pr sandals 
3 homemade gas Fl::J.sks 
7 pr of black PJ (shorts) 
1 sHoat shirt 

' \ 
\; 
lt 



blank paper 
5 ounces of um~ ... tltter (Harajuana ? ) 
4 rucksacks 
5 blankets 
13 shirts (11 black, 1 green, 1 white) 
2 indigious lighters 
1 pouch made from parachute material 
1 5.56 rd 
2 small plastic 
1 french Hatch (br<Uld 11Cytas 11 ) 

1 bic pen, 1 paperrnate, 1 chinese pen 
1 tape measure (7 ft long) 
1 contajner of insect repellent 
1 indegious lighter 
1 first aid dressing (US) 
7 rds of 7.62 a>tmo 
1 small l:ottle 
1 tube of toothpaote 
1 razor blade 
2 1¢ piscE::s (Viet;J.amet>e) 
2 packs of snake b; te medicine 
3 cut off braes rds (5.56) 
2 armno cm1s ( 7 .6R) · 
1 tool box made of wood 
1 scrm• driver 
1 empty San Eiguell can 
1 hand turned grj nd-i.ng stone 
1 sr:tall ball pene ham.;-:1er 
1 brace w/ass~rtBd size and bits (hand drill) 
1 youth freedom 
1 jmHllers tool 
1 small can of oil 
2 copper plates 
1 bellmm (hmr,e ) 
1 small cloth bag w/assorted transistor 
1 home made torch with fuel container inside 
1 sledge ha1m:1er 
3 parts of hc>.rneme.de grenades made of /.).Onun brass g. smoke ignitor 
1 small metal cup 
1 7.62 ammo chn of assorted batteries and transistor parts 
1 monl{ey wTerica 
1 cole chisel 
1 light S1<Vi tch 
5 mE;ters of fishline 
1 pr of cli'V'iders 
2 copper tubes 
3 rat tail files 
1 1•JOOd file 

Note: LBN 1s which S-2 personnel at this locat:\ Qn found in documents ·._,,, 
are as folloii(S: h'T-8, HT 2tl91, HT 26131."B-19, HT 86/.).02Yh30A, HT 26l)XP-19, 
HT 2835', HT 2830j and HT 9160• 

15. DET A-361 1/fiSSION f.' 14 Ambush 

·a. Size and Composition: SSG Hartin, SSG Handwerk, SSG Lopez, SP4 
Ryan, SGT Simons, plus 7 cambodes. 

··b. !'lission: to capture enemy ?OhTis and documents. 

·c. Time of departure: .310655 Infiltrat~on LZ: ;-rT 567?58 
Time of retU:rn: 31175.5 f>Xfiltration LZ: · PT 9677.58 

· d. Conduct of patrol: 

( 1)' Patrol route: From LZ team moved ·due ea:st~1for meters ::.~ 
set up a listening poet for approx 10 minutes.,. Team then moved D(>rth for 25 
meters' and new ambush site. Team the;. stayed in the ambush position until 
instructed from the.FOO to move to the exf'i1tra.tion point. To<?.ln. we.s exfi~:z-

without furthel' incident. 1 · -. ·. 2_ · ;;~ ~~-U~~~lS\ 
i t' uWNGH~OEO AT .l ~ u, i'~J~ !E g 

~- - I •'·'T AUi''"'1 •i 1t;~LU nt~l/~3~ ~ , 

t:o r(~~y'JD El~T !.tiL ~~~Job ~~~~\.-sa~.~~:_~~" 
l, ___ , ;.,.~~-=~- c .... 



~2) Terrain: Thick underbrush, marshy areas throughout the area. 
~am feels that aren can be used by Hhccl and track vehicles. Visibility was 
poor to m~dium. The area also contained thick thorn bushes and :many patches 

of bamboo. The tea;n did not cross any streams CONlrJD E'Nj[1 !l(L 
(3) Obstacles: f.Tone 

(4) Wines or Booby traps enco,mtered: None 

(5) Act5.on upon encounter with ene:nw: None 

e. Enemy Information: 

(1) Location: UNK 

( 2) Strength: Unk 

(3) Composition: UNK 

(4) Activ:i.ty of VC: UNK 

(5) Equipment and Uniforms: UNK 

f. R.esul ts of encounter 1d. th enenv: 

(1) Friendly losses: None 

(2). Ene~ losses: None 

g~ Significant activities: 

(1) Teatn. feels that base area w1as located behind them across the 
rj_ver due to hearing many noises throughout the day in that direction. Team 
heard: dog berking, gun shot signals and banging of metal. 

(2) During the infiltration of ·the -i.rl.ssion 2 slicks 
received automatic weapons fire from coordinates !rr<_[' 961771. 'I'hese ships •mre 
flown back to Wrai Be and upon inspection 1 ship was out of ·cornnision 

h. Has mission, accomplished: No 

·~ Recommendations and Conclusions: None 

16. DL'l' A-362 1'·1ission l 15 Ambush 

a. Size and Composition: SGT Aiello, SG'J' Stark, SGT Patterson, SSG 
A leo, SSG Hooper, S Le batard, plus c Indigenous 

b. :Miss:i.on: To capture enemy POlrJ' s and documents. 

c. Time of departure: 300720 Infiltrat5on LZ: XT 054858 

'I'ime of Return: .311728 Exfiltra.tion LZ: XT 052854 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: From LZ teaJn traveled north for 50 meters 
across road and set ambush. At about 0930 team heard ccms 2)0 meters toward 
their south w·est. Team also hel'l.xd warning shots st:anting at lOOO and ending at 
about 1200. These shots ,,1ere approx 2)0 to 500 meters a1-1ay in a north and l·rest 
direction from their position. Team then moved back into the jungle approx 30 
meters and set up RON at approx 1900 brs. During the night team membersHooper -. 
heard a truck approx 2 k:Llor,mters to the south east. On the morning of the 3ls~ ,·, \ 
the team moved on a azimuth of 115 degrees for a pr. ox +,_09in1;eters when t .. e. ~/.--<:\s~.:0;·, · 
came across a. complex of trails. 2 of the tra=k,J..~ih.a<l. ~~eavily used_,atyj,,~b'r.~(': 
app:ox 1~ meters wide, ;;nd t::e.veling in _ _a"{:~sfi' ~~.!',$~ ... direction. ~\·~~o~\y>·._\-' 
notJ.ced :m the area 3 a1r raJ.d she~~ ~nidit!\H:td not been compl~.~\0 .. E;l,a1'!11·' \\.; •. 

then conts~ed for another 15Q,·m~)e~.~n~ou~h east direc~:i-~;t'\\.~_._"~)~cft~S"' .,._-· 
2 more defensive. hunkers at coor.a:-=~ YT ot)6 r58 • . Tvro t::~r~~~~@~~\ "~~;!'(!-""·~ , 
near the bunker. Both of the tra::t.ls "~>Jere 1 to 2 met.~:ro w~do,~ ,~~a:tii""'t~"e~,fo.OntJ.I:l-..~ \\ 
on for another _r:;o meters in a southernly direction to ambush "f3o·sitioh locnted at \fi, 
XT 051853. Team stayed in ambush position until 1600· hrs _unt:i~~j-p:structed by · 

: Authorlly NNl> -cJ CJ~:J!L~ 
:~-·"oeciAssi.FtEru:·;:;.~~·-· 

'i~t-1-· ~~~~.2,~1;~¥~ 



lOB to 'move to ex.filtr~ .on LZ. 

(2) Ter:ca.in: Flat ·;;•ith mP..ny ant hills located throughout. the 
area. Canopy t-tas very sparce. Trails in tho area have not been well used. 
Visibility in the ar.ea is good to excellent. 

(3) Obstacles encountered: None 

(4) Ei.ines or Br1oby traps encountered: Hone 

(5) ActLon upon encounter with enemy~ Noae 

f. Results of encounter vlith enemy: 

(1) Friendly llosses: None 

( 2) EneJny losses: None 

g. Significcn t activities: 

(1) Hamlets encountered: None 

(2) Propaganda analysis: US an.d GVN pr'Oc;paganda leafl£;ts ;-rere 
found in tho m~ea.. 

(3) Unusual activities: :Much wild life 1-vas found in t::-1e areao 

( 4) £1isc : Nom~ 

h. '-'Tas r1d.ssion accomplished! No 

L. Recommendations and Concl11sions: Tewn feels that a• .;; sLould be 
kept up all through ths' nighto Teru:1 ":'eels that :maps of the area a:.:o incorrocto 

17. DET /\.-362 J'iJission It 16 Ambush 

a. Size and Composition: H0-2 Ed:v<ards, 
T,Tilkinson, SP5 Panzica' plus 8 =~·~(',.~. (:"'1 vp,s 

1.--~iskow, SSG Dco, SPL~ 

b. i'lission: To capture enemy POH 1 s and docur.1ents, 

c. l"fl • ... 1me of infj Hration ~ 030700 Infiltration LZ: l;Pf 9h0870 

'f'ime of Exfiltration~ 031054 Exfiltration LZ: irJT 9h0870 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: Enroute from LZ to am1msh position team set 
up a perimeter 60 meters north of the proposed ambush site. Team them heard 
movement l.fO r11eters south ~~1est of their position an¢!. then movement 30 metr~rs 
south of their positiono Team then remained in thik$'iYposition for 2 hrs ·::,hen 
moved to runbush position. Team >vas in process of setting up alilbush uhen left 
security noticed 2 YC coming do"m the trail from east to vmst, Loft r,ec:urity 
initiated ambush, nft.er ambush ·HA.S complt-~ted team regrouped and searched the 
area 1ivith follmrin~ results: 2 bicycles, cJ.ocu.'llonts, equipment and uniforms 
captured. Team then moved back to ex.flltration point and upon reaching exfil­
tration point, t.hc ·• to ani..... ., ~rw.s :instructed to go back to 
ambush site and S8arch e.r<;a again. Tea:a ::1oved bacl< to ambush site and B.ftor 
negative siehtings novf::H.! beck to exfiltration LZ and v;ras extracted Tt1ith negative 
further incidents. 

( 2) Terrain: Flat open cou.."'ltry, on north side of trail 1vas open 
and grassy, on the sot1th side of the ambush si to area was lightly '1-iOOded a.nd 
single canopy. Territln was capable of uhcel and track vehicles. Visibility H_\'l.S"'" 
good to excellent. Tear:! c1id no-t. ere. ar-J.~ strea..'11s or rivers. ·· ,_ ·"c.:\ 

OJ< :fet\ ~!rerod: Heme ~-::~~~;~~~:i.~r~~)_, ·' ~ 
1 
t:~ ,'j •. ~, U d<;.J \ 

~- i 4. ':~ .V ~~1 l\l~,~~1\C~\. .. I . • ·-! ·~ l. \J \ 
''-"' ""\~) Hines or Booby traps encountered: ~1B{) 0\~:~""''"'"~""''~··· 

(5) Action upon enc;cunter ~nth enon~r: S~ct of 1'at:rol., 

-_J 
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;jungle) 

a. Enerw; information: 

(1) Location: vn 942869 

(2) Strength: 2 VC 

(3) Composition: Unk 

(t}) Equipment: See captured equipment. 

(5) Uniforms: Black PJ 1s 

f. Results of encounter 1.vlth enemy: 

(1) Ft.iendly losses: None 

(2) Enemy losses: 

/ 

i.7Ifi.: 2 VC (Prob) (Due to team hearing moaning sounds in the 

Equipment captured: 2 Bicycles, 3 lbs of documents, 1 pump 
for tire, 2 hammocks, 1 flashlight with• green filter, 5 met.:::rs of suspension 
line, 2 shirts (ble.ck&' blue), 1 rice sock with 2 kilo 1 s of rice, 3 meters of 
tubing, 2 pouches for ammo, 2 pouches, 1 cigarette box with tobacco, 3 meters 
of black cloth, 1 checke-d blanket, 1 map case, 3 metEJrs of green cloth, 1 j_odine 
bottle, 8 1neters of heavy suspension line, 2 meters of camoflaged parachute, 4 
undershorts, 1 pr of '-romans under;,war, 2 ruckaacks, 5 waterproofed· sacks, 2 
m.osqui to nets·' and 5 different colored trousers. 

g. Significant activities: 

(1) Hamlets encountered: None 

( 2) Propagendfl_ analysis: US fo: GV:rJ p :Topaganda vJas found on the 
g-.cound. 

(3) Unusual activities: Tor:t:a r.1embers noticed a lot of 1:1ovement 
and noise after the ambush took place. Noise a.YJ.d movement came from west of 
the ambush position. 

h. ·'as n.i.ss::i_on accomplished~ Yes 

i. Recommendations and conclusions: Team feels that area if3 bGlimg 
heavily used as a supply and infiltration route. 

18. DET A-362 Armed Aerial llecon 

a. Size fmd composition~ SSG .,Hanci"tverk, PFC Taboada, SP5 Panzica, 
SSQ Deo, SPh Huiz, SSG 11artin, plus 14 C2..;b.bodes. 

b. Hiss:Lon: I~.rmed aerial recon 

c. Time of departure: 301523 Infiltration LZ: XT 036 730 

'rime of return: 301712 I:'Y~iltration LZ: XT 035730 

d. Conduct of :Patrol~ 

(1) Patrol route: Team 1ms infiltrated at above coordinates 
and moved 25 meters north to area ;.-rhere they picked up 3 VC suspects. Terun 
questiuned suspected. VC and retuTned to exfiltration LZ with 3 suspects. Team 1>1\R 

wa.s extre1ctod Hi thout further difficulty. 

( 2) Terrain: Area >ms surrounded with tE1ick underbrush and had 
single !'Jnd dcublo canopy. Visibility ;,ms fair to excellent. · Area could hold 
t..;heol and track vohicles. •ream did not cross .any streams or rivers., 

(3) Obstacles encountered: None 

(4) .l'lines or Booby traps vncmmtered z None 

t . 



(5) 
C 0 NFiD r:NfTYr & r 

Activity of VC suspects: &.tft~od 
e. Enemy information: The 3 suspects Here brought back to the FOB 

?.nd interrogation 1;as conducted 1dth the following results: 

(1) Ha Van 'fuong, age 14, presently living is Dinh Hoa Village, 
captured in the area of r1o Cong Village on 30 Dec, sisters boyfriend is a CIDG 
Soldier at Trai Be Camp. 

(2) Le Van 'Tho, age 15, presently living at 'i'hai r1Iy village, 
cousin is a GompA.ny Co,·rmande:srof the CIDG troops at Trai Be, his mune is Chuc • 

. / 
(3) Nai Van Choi, 27, lives in Tay Ninh city, POE Can Tho 

(( J!l Corps). This me.n reported that v.rhile he was staying in rvlo Gong Village, 
unk number of VC came into village at 100100 and st<rrted to recruit workers. 

f. Hesults of encounter with enemy: Team de;::;troyed 1 ~ tan· truck 
and captured 11 power chainsaws. 

g. Significant activities: None 

h. iJas nrission ar;;com:plished: Yes 

i. Recomr.lEmdations and conclusions: None 

19. DET A-362 f!risston 1, 18 (Bridge Destruction) 

a• ~ize and. Cmuposition: CP'I Krasnoff, 
plus 2 indigenous. 

ltfiskm-l, PfC Taboada, 

b. :Mission: To destroy a bridge located at· coordinates XT 083730 

c. Tir,l(:J of infiltration 311355 Infiltration LZ: XT ··· 684 730 . 

Time of exfiltr.<ltion: 311400 Exfiltration LZ: XT 084730 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: ~'ee.r:1 landed on LZ and r::ovGd south for 100 
raeters to brtdge. D1.wing the course of 1·,1ovenent the bridce the team uoved 
45 to 50 r,1~ers of open area and then traveled through dense underorush to the 
bridge. Upon arriving at the bridge the tea.n members posted secui-ity nr.d SGT 
T·Jiskow proceeded to conduct the destruction o:f the bridge • Hhen SGT llislcmv 
finished setting the cha:gge he gave Krasnoff the sign that everything was 
ready a.:b.cl the tea-n rwved back to the exfiltration LZ and '(,JaS extracted without 
further incident. The slicks wd gunships stayed in the a.rea for approx 5 · 
rninutes 'IJhen the charge the.t was set ble•v • The explosion destroyed 75% of the 
bridge • The bridge 1,;ras approx 10 meters long and 3 neters vdde, constructed 
of heavy vm<Jden logs. · 

(2) Terrain:· Thick lli"1derbrush in areas and 1ov-r grass and shrubs. 
Visibility was from good t.o excellent. 'I'errain can hold wheel and track 
vehicles. The tear.1 did not crofls any streams or rivers. 

(.3) Obstacles encountered: Hone 

(h) ·!'lines or Booby traps cmcotu1tcred: None 

(5) Action upon encount;er ~rith enemy: Hone 

(l) Strength: UNK 

(2) Locat:i.on: lTNK 

(3) Composition: UNK 

(4) Activity of VC :. ill-IK 

(5) Uniforms and equipmtmt: UNK !r-:r\in~rlf'ilf'EO t.r J':< v·· 'il 
1 •· • . ~ •. Av . . .., , J. 

I. 

1
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f. Results of encmmter "ri th ene:ny: 

( 1) Friendly lo21ses: None 

(2) losses: 1 VC constructed 'bridge 75'!~ destroyed 

g. Significant activity: 

(1) Ha'il~ets encountered: None 

(3) Chan;Se in tactics : Hone 
Note: The total time fror1 infiltration to bl01-ring of the bridge was 7 minutes 

h. 1'Tas miss:Lon accoraplished~ Yes 

i~ Reco:r:m1endations and Conclusions: None 

20. Dz~T [~-361 11ission l 19 (Ambush) 

a. Size and Composition: SGT Burr, SFC Ne1iJiimn, YO Cahill, 3P4 
Taylor, SFC ·Hyatt, plus 7 -ir_r~' 4_;:;::"~-.:'v.s q 

b.. IVJissj_on~ Capture enemy PCJlir 1 s and docur.1onts 

c. Tirae of infiltration~ 030630 Infiltration LZ ~ HT 9447134 

Time of lixfiltration: 031030 E:lcfiltration LZ: '·"' 944 78h 

Conduct of Patrol: 

(l) Patrol route: Fro1~1 LZ patrol J.;!OVtod east for 100 ;;1eters to 
a north to south trail.. '£he. trail 1.-J'BJ> a;::mrnx 2 Hetors <vide and had been used 
by foot troops in th,'; last 2h hourso Te;1:n heard a dog. barking, wood chopping, 
and people talking south of their posi t:'_on .near the river edge. Team m.oved 
back to edge of the LZ atid heard an estLn.ated 3 Platoons of people tB.lking and 
moving on a trail ;,Jhich. 1-re.s from north to south (This 1vas the trail 
that tea"ll ~~Tas to put ru:1bush on). ri'rail started F:.en Re and r.10ved directly north. 
This trail is not sho-r·m en the :n1apo Team also heD.rd a sound simil8.r of 1v-ood on 
Hood (lik<:: o;;.x·s used) o Team then heard !"-oro people travoling from north 
to south on s~une trail. 'J'ho people 1?ere spread out approx 200 - 300 meters on 
the trail. 'l.'esn nlso heard 1<100d chopping a·,prox 15G meters north of their 
position. Tear:1 moved to :r.,z and were extracted.-with negative fu:rther incident. 

( 2) reerrain: to slightl~r rolling' dry dead jung;le; thick 
underbrush. Soil is capable of vifheel and track v~~hicles. V:LsibiHty is from 
poor to :medima .. 

(3) Obstacles encountered: iJone 

(L.) 1'l1ncs or Booby tr-''PS encountered: 1lone 

(5) :~ction upon enc01mter 1~'ith ene:rn;y: Team did not engage enemy 
due to size of force. Team requested airstrikes and artillery. 

e. Enern:t in.formation: 

(1) Strength: Estimated at '''ore than 1 company, probably a Bn 
minus unit. 

(2) Location: XT 944784 

(3) Composition: Efi ; 

(h) Activity of VC: J.ioving to river on north to south trail. 

f. Results of encounter lidth enen;n 1Jc:ne 

g. Significant activity: l\Tone 



(l) Cha."'lgo in te.ctics: Hone 

( 2) Propaga."lda analysis: 

(3) ~rnusual activities: VC ·were talking and laoghing, and -at 
least 1 fenale 1e1as with them. VC ·did not engage helicopters though the heli­
copters landed 20 meters from their position. 

h. H ,..s :mission accomplished: No 

i. Recommendations and Conclusions: A large enemy ll)rit 1ms crossing 
-•.the river from the Cambodian to RVN side... NuiiJ.erious cooking·· fires were 
ovserved at XT 938780 '.vhich was dm Qambodia:n side of the border. Bor;1b strike 
uas called into the area v.rith the following results: At ~IT 946783 uncovered 3 
bunkers approx !!X6 ft, At 1:J'l' 946787 opened up 60 m.eters of trench lines. "\rty 
1'11'M called into the area 1.;rith 56 rounds of 175 put on the target at h'T 94b788 
the arty opened up 20 meters of trench line which seemed to cormect to previous 
mentioned trench line. 

Note: The follmdng information has been taken from Mission t 19 1il'hich 'lfJaS 

infiltrated into their alternate LZ after being extracted from their primary LZ. 

21. D1'T . A-361 l'i:lssion I/ 19A 

a. Size &"1d composition: SGT Durr, SFC Jfe~J1"1'lan, 1-10 Cahill, SFC 
itiyatt, SPJ4 Taylor, plus 7 indigenous. 

b. llission: To capture enemy PC;.r 1 s and documents. 

c • Ti:ne of departt1re: 031030 InfUtration LZ: T;.n; 950807 

Time of return: 03ll45 Exfiltration LZ: ~'iT ~080T 

d. Conduct of patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: From LZ tealil moved l:.rest for 20 meters and 
then u-rhen informed of exfiltration moved back to exfiltration LZ. 

(2) ~rerrain: Boil is capable of wheel and track vehicles, Flat 
single canopy, sparse <mderbrush, trail in area ;,ras ~ meters r·tide a11.d ran east 
to west. Trail had not been in recent use. 

(3) Obstacles encountered: None 

(L~) I1ines or Booby traps encotmtered: llone 

(5) Action upon encounter w:i.th enerey-: None 

e. tnemy information; None 

f. Hesults of encounter l.rith enemy: None 

·g. Significant activities: 

north end of 
600 meters. 

(l) Change in tactics: None 

( 2) HaBllets encountered: Hone 

(3) 

(4) 
LZ. 

(5) 

Propagru1da analysis: 1Jone 

Niscellaneous: On infil trat ~on team observed crunp fire at 
Team fllso heard _-.reapons firing lifE; of the:J.r pos:ttion at about 

Unusual activities: 1-Jone 

h. \"Tas :mis(:lion accomplished: Ho 

i. Hone 



22. DET A-361 J'i:ission l 

a. Size and comoosition: SGT Burr, SFC Newman, HO Cahill, SP4 
Taylor, SP4 Grant, plus 7 lncliGcmouq. 

b. Hission: Armed !'...erial Recon 

c. 'I'im.e of departure~ 311445 Infii tration LZ: HT 965652 

1rirne of return: 311515 Exfiltration LZ: 'h'T 965692 

d. Conduct of patrol: 

(1) From LZ pe.trol moved west to river bank vrhere they encountered 
1 hootch at the river edge. Team destroyed the hootch and then moved north up 
the river. During the course of the march the tea'll encountered mn;osr bunkers 
and hootches every 8 to 10 meters. 'I'he team noticed approx 15 to 40 blli.J.kers 
which they either destroyed or damaged. Team. also noticed many sampans on the 
west side of the river and all the sampans r.-rere loaded dovm with enemy supplies • 
. Tea;n also noticed many spider holes and gardens throughout the area. Temn 1rms 
ordered baclc to the exfiltration LZ due to e.xpenditure of a:·rrno and that enemy 
forces were approaching t,here locatio11. from. the south to south east. (This 
information concerning'the ~pproaching VC will be brought out in paragraph i. 

(2) 'l'errain: Flat, 'ban'lboo patches throughout the area, 
and double canopy vras rioticed by\the team on both sides of the river. 
in the area 1ms £r6m no or to.· mi:idium • 

..1.. ~--. ' ~ 

single 
Visibility 

(3) Obstacles encountered~ Team encountered 4 strands of barbed 
wire fence vrhich was blocking there vmy to the river edge. 

(4) Hines or Booby traps (~\nc•;m1tered: None 

(5) P .. ction upon encounter 1<>Tith enemy: None (VC had been in tll~ 
area approx 5 minutes before team hit the ground. 

e. Ji:nenty information: 

· (1) Location: H/A 

(2) .St.rongth: N/A 

(3) Com:tlosition: U/A 

(4) 1\.ctivity of VC: N/A 

(5) Uniform.s: N/A 

(6) I~quipment: N/A 
Note: The te&'ll on the ground did not encounter any VC but the gunships and 
slicksdid sight and take under fire approx to 35 VC • The VC. were sighted 
south of the teruns locatlon approx 1200 meters. The VC 'vere running no:nth 
tmmrds the friendlies location. (This info will be in paragraph i.) 

:r,. Results of encounter •dth enerr:ty; 

('l:knma~:dl.yel.osses: None 

(2) l::nemy losses: 

(a) KH.: None 

(b) l>TL'\.: None 

(c) CIA: None 

• •• ..,...~. ~0 document losses: See paragraph i. 

~he al"' 
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(2) 
CCNF~D~1~Tll~~ I 

Propaganda analysis: The team on the groiin~J:.Cked up VG 
propaganda signs ·which consisted of the follm·Jing tnforn12.tion~ 

(a) A sign telling the people to protect the area. 
(b) "' sign telHng the people to support the VC ~:iovement 

with ~donct~ons4 
- 4 

(c) A sign telling the old men end ·v;omen in the area and 
also the young men and vmmen to unite and fight. for the cause. 

(3) Chant;e in tactics: None 

(4) Hisc: 'The bm1l;:ers and trc;nch lines ·which the team did 
discover 1•rere L shaped 1dth overhead cover. / 

h. I;Tas mission accOIJXplished: Yes 

i. R.econn-:1endations a.nd Conclusions: 

(a) · 'I'lK· team feE::ls that the arE!a is a rc.esupnly route and. resupply 
area for VC cmiling into Vietnam from Crull.b:Jdia. 

(b) Team fo(ds that area is .a 1~.-::~gecomplex or base ceJrlp due to 
the many trail systems which cover t.he area. 

List of documents and equipment captured: 

SJnall Hooden box 
2 bottles of streptom;;racine 
1 container of distilled U8.ter 
1 can opc:ner 
l spoolof·llJ:ack thread 

1 pr of needle nose _p~:.ora .. 
l lb of documents 
10 fish hocks 
3 triangular lines withhooks (fish attached) 
l metal sat..r 

~;:eam feels that they either destroyed or damagec1 l Sa.Ill}lan on the fan side of the 
river. Tnam also destroyed L;.O to 60 chickens and ducks., 

The follovnng information concerns the VC 1rrhich li<Tere sighted by P,;unships south 
of ':·: ., :~ location approx 1200 meters. wr,;ro sighted approx 3 minutes 
after j:lat::~ol:i.nfiltratea into the area north of the VC. 

'''hen pat:.::'ol touched. cimn'l at c.oordinn:tes I'!entioned above the c,~,c ship a..._"ld gun­
ships noticed 20 to 3.5 iTG f,pprox 1200 :meters to tb:dr s0uth at coordinates 1,,J'T 
9(7687. The VC l:rere running north tol>-mrds p0h·~~ 'slocation, at this tj_~'lEJ the 
gth'1Ships enga,g::;cl the VC :rith rockets and machine gun fire. rrhe VC >vore dressed 
in light colored uniforms :.md all v-mre armocl ,Jith individual Wf'H3.pons. The gun­
ships when takin;:; the VC under fire came under intense ene:tcy fire from all 
directi ens includ:i.np~ emplacements from the Crun'hodian side of the borger. 
After the gtm.sh:Lps ex:pE::nded all of their mn,no the arty irJas called into the VC 1 s 
location. D•Ll'ing the .fid.n&; of arty the gunships returned to Tay Hinl1 t.o refuel 
and reload. Upon at Tay Ninh the gunships noticed many hits in the 
aircraft • Upon conte.cting the FOB at Tay Dinh Ji;ast, the g1mships reported taat 
only 2 of their ships could return to the scene of the action. FOB ilamediately 
reqwasted a heavy fire tea.'tl from Dau Tieng and \dthin 15 minutes a light f:Lre 
tea."'!l an a heavy f:i.re te~na returned to tiJe scene of the action. During this 
time Smoke~r IE had called in TAC ll.ir. TAG ::>,ir ,,ras then cat.led off due to the 
gunships retur.r..ing to the point of contact. The gunships 1·wrked the area over 
for a. second time e.nr1 then noticed a large sampan j,n tb.o middle of the river 
at coordiantes irl"I' 965?23. Tho sarapan had one person in it Hho escaped to ·the 
shore line, the sampan nas sunk after ~·,he gLmships m:1d.e their :run. In the course 
of this action the g;unshi:ps came 1.mder intense automB.tic 1>mapons fire from the 
Carn.bodisn side of the border. ('The pilots feel the.t this sal11pa.n 'l.ras a decoy 
so that the gunships ,,rould fall into a eros;:; fire) During the course of the 
action the FAC pilot and thE:: gunc-;hips noticed many blmkers and spider holes 
through the ar0a. "'rom sight:tngs in previous days the people involv8d :i.n Hapid 
Fire V beleive tho area is occupied by a enemy unit (Probably a Regiment). 

List of Aircraft that took hits and 1rrere nut out of action~ 
5 gunships took hits 

t 
·I 

l 

I 
! 

I 
l g'Jnship was put out of action due to armar.1ent trouble. 
l r~unship -w·as put out of action due to holes in the a.ci:rcra.ft. 

List of Arty that "ras put in on VC in coordinates 1·1T 967687: 
rnunds of an 

,..-------·-·1_ 
I>UWNGIHUED Af 12 YEAfl iNitJl~ALS\ 
NOl AUTt1t-\ATICALL\' DECtASS!F!'f:O,, 122 rounds of 175 
OOC·DIA 5200-10 .~ 
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FAG intell: 

lst Strike: Rap 01 l'Iission # 10603 2 T-37 1s 
Ordinance: 
81'-1':. 82 Hi Drags ( 500lbs) 
4 CBU 1s 

CONFI.DI:NIL1,L 
2 Pistols 
100% ordina11.ce in target area 

2d Strike Boker 03 Mission l 10607 2 FHC 1s 
Ordinance 
12 HK ll7 1s (750lbs) 
2 Pistols 
Time of tar~et: 1725 
~~ime off: i 740 

3d Strike. Blade 05 I'fission i 10605 2 F-100 1s 
Ordinance 
2 k'lu 3 Rockets 
Ll4K 82 (500lbs) 
2 Napalms 
20nn strafe 

/ 

All TAC Air ordinance ems in target area. Area heavily crated, Several fires 
started e...nd one possible secondary explosion. (\1li te smoke) 

23. DET A-361 Hission li 21 

a. Size and Composition: SSG Hartin, SSG Lopez 1 SP4 Ryan, SSG 
Handwerk, SGT Simons, SSG Lebatard, plus 7 iudigo~otlO .. 

b. Nission: i\.rmed aerial recon. 

c. 'l'ine of infiltration: 020947 Infiltration LZ: XT 100930 

Time of exfiltration: 021001 Exfiltration LZ: XT 100930 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol route: Team was conducting a P..:rmed aerial recon 
flight 1>Jhen gunships sighted personnel at the above coorc~inates. Team hit the 
ground and moved vrest for lCO meters conducting a search of the area. (It 1tras 
in this area that gunships received heavy automatic •.reapons fire causing a ',riA 
to one of the gunships cre1~an). After a through search of the a±ea the tea."!l 
was exfiltrated without further incident. (Note: Half of the marauder team 
was infiltrated L,to the follov1ing coordinates due to further sightings of 
personnel on the ground) Part of the l"'e.rauder team wasreinfiltrated at the 
coordinates XT 104743 at 021150 ~mel 1-ms exfiltrated out at the sar.1ec,j.. 
coordinates at 021200 hrs. Team hit the LZ and mmred 10 meters south vJhere 
they intercepted 2 suspects on bicycles, and one suspect on a motercycle. 
Team then 1-mited in ambush position after bej_ng notified b;y gtmships thr\t 
more personnel 1,.;rere moving their vmy. \ . .Jhen personnel ~orere in hearing distance 
team called thm~1 to a halt and conducted a search bf their telongings. 'ream 
called in to the C&C ship and e.,.,..~ -' .._he situation, that the 7 personnel 
they .had detained did ,.., ..... +. h .:J cards in order. Team wasthen in-
structed to rr;ove to exi'iltration c~L·ea ~<There team and suspects ·Nere exfiltrated 
1-1i thout further incidlo~nt. 

(2) 'ferrain: lst infiltraticn·ty Harauder 1r1as a clearing 
which contained thick scrub and scatterad trees, area contained no canopy. 
Terrain >vas capable of supporting wheeled and tracked vehicles. Visibility 
was good to excellent. 2nd infiltration of Harauder was area that was dense 
vJOods and single and double canopy. Area could contain tracked and ·1·1heelecl 
vehj_cles.. Terun did ':lGt cross any strea."!ls or rivers. Road vrhich team landed 
on was of a hard surface. 

(3) Obstacles: None 

(4) :felines and booby traps encountered: None 

(5) Action upon encountering the enemy: 

e.. Enemy inforr:w.tion: 
f 
(1) 

VC Suspects 

. ~. 

·' 
'· 



(3) 

(4) 

Compositlon: UNK 

UJVFJn~1 . 
JtJ r:;1 J~.~ '11_' 'fl 'Z-'1 w 11 J .,. 

. .(.~ 

Uniforms: Black PJ 1s and assorted civilian attire• 

(5) Equfupment: None 

f. Friendly losses: None 
Enemy losses: 7 suspected VC Captured 

g. Significant Activities: None 

h. 1?as mission accomplished: Yes 

i. Reconnnendations and conclusions: None 

Nunfuer of Personnel: 7 
Coordinates: XT 104743 
Time of capture: 021153 

1., Ngcyen Van I'1ung 
AGE: 43 

Initial Interrogation Report 

Nuraber of personnel detained FOB: 3 

Nm1 living in: Thien Ngon, Phtl. Khuong 
Hung stated: VC come to },io Gong Village 

Brother fired mortar at Due Hue 
Brother belongs to 269th VC Bn 
269th now in Hau Ughia province 
1-tajor Nune; is his trother ( 
His brother died 4 years ago (VC kill~d hi~ b;other) 
He san Jia,jor· Nung 4 years ago 
Major rhmg in charge of 269th VC Bn 
He smr Hajor Mung in Ha Tien Province (NVN) 1 month ago 
2 days ago someone fired mortar: at Trai Be Camp 
His brother walked from Trai Be to Due Hue in 3 da.ys 

/ 

Interrogator mentioned .names and plac&e bator..::. mJ.spe.c:i;..;·did in two fold 
questions. Example: D~- yO"Ct!" brother belong to the 26.:ztn or 2,6.9:th ve 1!iri-'? 

2 • N gey-en Due Hinh 
f1GE: 
Address: Trai Cua, Dinh Thanh, Tay Ninh Province 
ID Card Number: 007540 
T:Jife 1 s Ha1ne: Tran 'I'h:i: Xuong 
OccucJatj.on: 1JJoodcutter 
He sta·tecl following: 
A.. He 1:-rorks for 'I'rung l'uc La Hung who is a good VC (l'his man O'I\'Il.S 

logging trucks in Tay Ninh) . 
B. He ""ras a French soldier for six 1'11onths as a medic (Verified) 
C. lloman TrJ'ho works for Hr Hung(Itemi'l). is named Lan ancl ~he pays the 

VC money so that Nr Hung 1 s trucks will not be bothered bJ VC 
D. He stated Hr Hung pays VC 5000P 1 s for each truck for one month 
E. The VC stop trucks 200 meters before Ho Cong near a stream that 

crosses a large -::·oad so that they can collect their taxes. Th:ts is 
done approx 4 0 1Clock in the afternoon every day.· 

F •. Approx 5 VC., 

3.. Chau Van Hai 
Born: 19:;:4 
Now livln:·~ J.n No Gong 
Occupation: TcJoodcutter 
ID Card Number: 026354 

24 •. Det A-361 11iission {/21A Bridge Destruction 

a •. Size and Composition: SSG Handwerk, ~1aj Gritz, SSG Aleo, 
S:pec4 Ryan, and 10 indiganous. 

b. 

c •. 

Hiss ion~ Destroy T ridge 

Tine 
Time 

of depa~ture~ 021510 
of return: 021625 

co~i ~--

n 
1 



ll) ~ _ · team moved C\t~NJD£~l~ 
set 2 17S:mr.1 shells on bridge iuii.1. , .· :e ::.uze. Team then moved 2SO meters NV'J 
until detonatLon of shells. Team tlc.:m moved SE to site of bridge and 
assessed the da.mage. Team then t''WCd to er-filt.ration LZ and ltere extracted 
without further incident. 

(2) Terrain; .Single and double canopy, with thick underbrush 
along the river shore~ ~raffio~vms "etccessable to wheeled and tracked ,rehicles • 
The 1"'ridge was located on a river which was approx 1;) meters wide and approx 
10 ft deep. the riv•:o::.· 1iJaS flowing at approx lS knots. Banks on the river 
uere approx 9 ft i1igh 1ri th a 7S% slope to them. 

(3) Obstacles encountered: f.Jone 

(4) or boobytraps encountered: None 

(5) Acticn upon encountering the enemy: None 

e" Enemy information: None 

f. Friendly Losses: None 
Enemy I.osses: Captured three bicycles of unknown origin. 

Tea.'Tl destroyed bicycles at XT OISJ!lc?$0. Team also found 4 page document at 
srur.e coordinates and this doctLilent v<ill be fort<Tarded to CO Co A Sth SE§(Abn) 
on next available transportation. Bridge v<hich 'lvas encountered by friendly 
forces Has 80% destroyed. 

g. Significant Activities: 

(1) Change in tactics: none 

(2) Guspected infiltration routes: none 

(3) H2mlets Encountered: none 

(b) r·Ii.sc: Trails in the ar\;a run east to l.rest to the site of 
the bridge and on the other side of the bridge trails head in a south- southeast 
direction. 'l'rail lrrns ':l ,...-;ters vride and had been in heavy use 'by foot troops. 

h. HAS mission acconr;)lished ~ YES 

i. Recommendations and conclusions: none 

l:OTE: 'l'eam was infiltrated into LZ by repelling and vras extracted out 
by 11cquirc rig. Team was infiltrated into area on target. 

Hission #22 

Sa!te Sm~e·:' :::::..~oet~por..:. ~.:.;:.;o :DrLf..lB}"~dl.g ,AS.gt:lA¥U6 ,:i"ifF..G.e:!fi.U.p~,~;Jiskcw; 
Sp.5 lr~iskow, Sp4 \.\lesson plus 6 .. 

b. Jlfission: To destroy bridge at Coordinates XT 083729. 

c.. Time depe.rted: 021;)10 
Time returned: 02164.5 

IHfil LZ XT 083729 
Er..fil LZ XT 08372>· 

d. Conduct of patrc~.: 

(1) Patrol route: From LZ patrol moved north for 30 meters 
to i::ridgo. Team then sighted 4 VC suspects in the area. (TeaJll had placed 
2 17Srmn arty shells on hd.dge.,) Suspects 1iJere 2 men and 2 woman who were 
interrogated at the FOB .d 3 of the suspects were released as innocent 
civilians and one ~-ras t., •. · 2d • ·'·~ ~ ~ ... "r. (Initial interrogation will 
follow on VC sn"~~ ,il<:n moved 1.50 meters south and waited for 
detonation o.f s:,""J.ls. _ c;:HJil them moved back to bridge site and assessed 
damage • !. T ··,_; ·:-:· o;,.h:! D:r..f:tlli: c ar-PPY , l~~-~1'~ ur4ert.;;;-.;~.ch 

(2) ~errc .<1~ Dcuble canopy, heavy underbrush, and soil uas 
trafficable for '::~!,c:Gl·::~ ~ld tr.::,c:{ed vehicles. Tho river was l)il'>. t·Jide an,d 
ran west to east at lS knots. Banks of the river were 15 1 high and had a 
45% slope to them, Trail to the bridge uas 3 meters wide and had been in 

rncent use.by foot .. a.n .. d ·r.~'~. !~~1. e. t~.~:~{~.' ~.·· !~' .. ~ .•. 'I 
m -, !R;J \'\~I' n .:'·. 1:~ }l1. r~ ~~ l!WNGfUDEO_AT_l; YiAH ! NTEHV?.LS 

(3 Jl~!~-clt ::tA:l:eMtter~d: #Hone i !\tliO~tA.TIC!\llY DEct.~\SSH~ 
(4) Hines or boobytraps encountered: None 

(5) Action upon encounter.ine; tY:c enenzy-~ VC 
w·~ th<·''t. '::.c:nt P ·:'t, 

i .... 0 lD tCf!f: DIR :::,20 - · 
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e. Enemy infc >J n: 

(1) Location of VC suspects: XT083729 iuJ NFID EN::.u 
(2) Strength: 4 

(3) Composition: VC suspected 1-1oodcutters • 

(4) Activity of VC suspects: Hiding in jungle 
( 
(.5) Uniforms~ JIJ/A 

f. Results of encounter 1rrith enemy: 

(1) Friendly losses: None 

(2) Enemy losses: 4 VC suspects were picked up (2menan~2 
won.en) One man was released as an innocent civilian, 1 -vms turned over to 
sector, and the 2 woman viTere released. 

·g. Significant Activities: 

{1) Change in tactics: N8ne 

(2) Suspected infiltration routes: Trails mentioned above 

(3) Propaganda Analysis: None 

( 4) Hisc: Bridge 1-ras 8.5% destroyed 

h.: ~'las mission a complished: Yes 

i. RecommenG.ations and conclusions: None 

Initial Intcr:r·o;:,ation Report 

Place of Capture: XT 083729 
Time of Capture: 021525 
NAl'IE: Pha!!l Dac Cuong 
AGE: 18 
Father 1 s Name: Phrun Dac 1;hm 
Nother 1 s Name: Huy thi Kim 
This man stated the follovJing: 

1.; His mother and father disowned him after he wascaught stealing 23,000 
piaters from his father. (He states his father is· a bank manager in Saigon) 

2 .. He stated he had been vJOrking a.s a uoodcutter for 2 weeks, then stated 
he had been working for three months as a woodcutter. 

3. He stated he 11orked at B-.56 CIDG under a Capta:i.n Dat 

4. He stated he sav.r 20 VC apprcx 17 c~ays ago near Trai Fie. They were 
>·.rearing yello•r trousers and black shirts, 1-rith a blue patch on the sleeve. 
These VC had AK 47's· and Chinese Carbines. He stated they blor up a civilian 
truck 7 days ago in the woods near 'f.rai Fee. He stated there were approx 30 
VC bunkers along the road that the bridp;e was located. (See l'Iission # 22) 

26. Det AJ62 ~fission #23 (Ambush) 

a. Size and Composition: SSG Handili·rerk, SOT Sinnnons, SSG Lopez, 
SP4 R;yan, SP4 Taylor, and 7 i:J.di.genous. 

Mission: To capture ene.rny ?OvJ 1 s and documents 

c. (l) Timo of departure: 040615 Infil LZ XT 086882 

(2.) Tir.:~e of Return: 04114.5 Exfil LZ XT 086882 . 

\ 

h ~. ,lf.,.:f 
/<::,f: .;~)~'·, 

/ '-''· •'. ~ 
,# '"> :_~: . ~ ~ 

./:·~··::J.)-" y 
. d. Conduct of patr<C:I .. : :011\...l' F'1lD~ £Nflli_J: //_:;:."'-~ ~: o .·. 

\.A ~' .'"- ' .. 'v \ V / . , / -'("' c'-" '') 
(1) Patrol Route~ From LZ team moved north 20 meters to , .~i::~~.~~~"' "' / ' 

trail running east-west which was ofie meter wide and not in use. Team /:the,~?:<~~, . .f!.' / : 
proceeded north-east for 75 meters t~ a north-south trail vJhich 1-ms l meter.>~ . Q / : , 
~ide and in current use. Patrol observed 3 bicycles and established a- h'iis:ty· <:;·· / ),\\ 
ambush. Team leader and mie.' ind" "·'Crossed trail and encountered I'JD-1 com-·',<:::;'/· \),\ 

' . ..., ll 

~~~~ 



. f10Nn · ~- ~ ID t~,. '\1 t'ifl 
munications wire, which lvas approx. 3 '..;5' off the ground, ~Jol~:J"rJ S 
single poJe ,bipod, and wrapped around bushes. WD-1 wire ran appro:X:~el 
to trail and, Has 5-10 meters from trail. Team leader and 1 indig followed 
wire for approx 25 meters where they discovered,another trail running east­
west and bisecting the north-south trail. Trail was 1 meter wide and in 
current use. On >~Test side of trail was a coil of steel.wire (stainless) 
Coil of wire >v-a:s approx 311 in circuriifrence 0.$.11 higl:i, and ) '-4' around'. 
Team leader and indig returned to ambush site and started to close into 
defensive position when team was hit from rear (west) by an estimated platoon 
(possibly armed recon). Team engaged enemy from defensive position and enemy 
maneuvered to surround team who returned fire and enemy broke contact at 
approx 041045. Team moved to LZ after being reinforced by one l4 man team 
and after TAG air support and gunship support •. 

(2) Terrain: Thick underbrush, single canopy, soil is suitable" 
for wheeled and trac1<ed vehicles. 

(3) Obstacles Encountered: None 

(4) Nines and boobytraps encountered:· None; 

(5) Action on Encountering the Enemy: Engaged with organic equip­
ment, TAC Air, gunships,. .and reinforced Hith one 14 man team. 

e. Enemy information: 

(1) Location: XT 085883 

(2) Strength: Estimated Platoon (3J-3.5) 

(3) Composition: Armed Recon Platoon 

(4) Activity: Searching for team 

(5) Equipment: Small Arms (AYJ.t.? ts;), Grenades' 

(6) Uniforms: Black Pajamaa, rubber sandals, blue and white check­
ered: scarf around neck. One VC KIA. was approx 14 years old,. ill good haal:tb--., 
hair was combed and cut, carried AK47 with NVA webbing., 

f. Results of encounter with enemy: 

(1) Friendly Losses: 

(a) KL~ One (1) USASF 1 One (1) rnRP, One (1) DIDIG. 

(b) iHA Two (2) USASF, Five (5) INDIG 

Note: Reaction Force had two (2) INDIG slightly "IJITIA. 

{c) MIA none 

(d) Equipment: None 

(2) Enenzy- Losses.: 

(a) KIA. 8 (USASF Body Count) (To include reaction force kills) 

(b) KIA. (Poss) 2 by reaction force and primary team could 
not count or estimate. 

(c) Hill 0 

(d) v1IA. (Poss) 1 

(e) IffiA. 2 by USASF body count and unknown possible as enern;y 
fled on the T.ii.C Air run. 

(f) CIA. :Nona 
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(2). Suspected infiltration routes: 
Iuot trc•ops· and bicycles. 

(3) Propaganda Analysis: None 

(4) Hisc: Vic of XT 085883 lew brush had been cut approx 2 '-3 1 

from grotmd and tops vwre allmved to stay on ground, 

(5) Unusual .• \.ctivities: Enemy covered LZ which was compnrativly 
small. 

h. I,Jas r,rl.ssion accomplished: No 

i. Recommendations and conclusions: Large base camp is.: probably/ 
located in the area because of direct communications link. 

27,. Det A362 lJii.ssion #24 Ambush 

a. Siz,e and Composition: SP4 Ruiz, PFC Taboda, SGT Patterson, 
SGT Stark, SSG Hooper, PFC ~liller, and 8 :Indi~nous 

~ Hission: To Capture POW's md ·En&rey :Itocurrents 

c (l) Tine of Departure: 040645 

(2) Time of Return: 041435 

d Conduct of Patrol: 

Infil LZ XT 112963 

Exfil LZ XT 112963 

(1) Patrol Houte: From LZ patrol moved north for 115 meters 
foJ.lov-ring old trail. ,Along the way team observed numerous bunkers construct·ed 
of logs and dirt. Vic of XT 113964 team observed old base cml!p consisting 
of approx 20 bunkers, 1-Jhich could hold 5 people each and were constructed of lo.e;s 
and dirt. Camp had not been in recent use. Terun continued north for 20 
meters uhere they found 2 huts in the process of being built. Huts were 
10 1 square with poles in corners with tin roofs. Team. found 10-15 . 20 gal 
empty cans (tar),. 40-50 black boxes 1 r high 2' wide aiJc~ 3 r long.. These 
were stored in the open approx 10 meters from the huts. P.n east-west trail 
wound through the huts and the storage area. Trail -vms 1 meter lvide, and in 
recent use by foot and bicycle traffic.. ~e~ established ambush on trail 
vic XT 113964 .~n cl observed 3 VC (2women and 1 man) traveling east to west 
on trail. 1 wo:m..<n caxried a carbine and had a bicycJe , 1 woman was unarmed 
and walking, man had a CCJJ:'i::ine and a bicycle. Homan vrore white blouses 
black pajama trousers, and rubber sandals. }fun wore brmm pants, and lrJhite 
(possibly f,Teen) shirt, and white pith helmet. Team engaged VC with clay­
more mines End small arms, wounding one woman(CIA), andone ·man. The other 
woman escaped lminjured. Immediatly after engaging VC right security lvas 
taken under fire by unlmmm size force 1-vhich 1va s approaching on same trail. 
Team moved south to clearing for possible extraction. As rear·security 
moved towarc1 clearing, they observed 1 VC with caxbine. Before leaving area 
rear security bc.obytra;0ped a bicycle >dth instaDtaneous grenade. Team 
established perimeter defense and then moved toward LZ. 1rJhen first helicop­
ter touched down it vras struck by RPGR~ounds killing 1 nmiG m.d wounding 
2 US!i.SF, 2llJDIG, and fe;nale P01f~. 3 .!l.i.r crew were also injured and SGT 
Patterson aclministered first aid to vmunded personnel, and was then taken 
under fire by AK47 from east and RPG from south east. Aircraft commander 
1·m.s struck in head by unknown caliber 1..reapon. Team began receiving heavy 
fire from east and south east and received TAC !dr and was reinforced by 
one company ·V~ho secured the LZ and the downed helicopter mel all personnel 
;,yr,,re extracted:. 

(2) Terrain: Flat, light undergrowth, doubJe canopy, soil 
was ca.pable of •,rhGeled and tracked vehicles. 

(3) Obstacles Encountered: None 

(4) Hines and Boobytraps Encountered: None 

, (5) Actions on Encountering the Enemy: Engaged the enemy with 
small arns an\'. cl:o.ymores, m d >vas reinforced by one co~oany. 

e,, Enemy Inforlllation: 

f., \ 
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(5) Equipment: RPG, RPD, AICl(r, and car~ne.:· J .. ~ 

f Results of Encounter w:i th enen:zy-: ·. l.! 0 N F 

(a) KIA l.. USASF, 1 indigenous. 

(b ) ~iiA. 2 USA SF , 2 J.n<i~.g_~nous , 2 at f · crew. 

·(c) Hill None 

(d) Equipment: None 

(2) Enenzy- Losses: 

(a;) KIA. 0 

(b) KIA. (Poss) 2 

(c) wn. 2 

(d) WIA (Pass) 1 

(e) Captured: 1 Evacuated to 45th HUST (Later died). 

(f) Equipment~ None 

g Significant Activities: 

(1) Change in Tactics: None 

(2) Suspected Infiltration R()utes ~ Trails previously mentioned. 

(3) Propaganda 1\.nal:ysis: None 

(4) Hisc: None 

(5) Unusual Activities: None 

h 't'1!'as N:ission Accomplished: Yes 

i. Recommendations and ·conclusions: Tea.'11 feels that there is a 
currently used base camp in the area. 

a Size and Composition: SSG ~1artin, SSG Handiwerk, SSG Lopez, and 3 
~ Jndigenous. 

b Nlssion: Armed Aerial Recon 

c Time Departed: 
Time Returned: 

031530 
031535 

Infil LZ XT 102755 
Exfil LZ XT 102755 

d Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol Route: Team lan,ded at Infiltration LZ and moved .20 
meters south to point where VC suspects were. Team picked ~D 1 woman and 
3 male suspects. Team spread ou.t in wood and searched area. Tea>"'l picked / ', 
up 10 more suspects. Out of these following suspects the ·team detained 2 of /' '::> 
them. Team p:i.clted up assorted tools §lld exfiltrated >'lith 6 suspects. ,/~,,~~';t~~ 

' <'. ,./ , ... ;-~-.~"-::<<·~" 
(2) Terrain: Flat sint;le undergrowth 

trail was a north to south road. 14any '"·,'¥+-"''1 

\_·~.. ~" / ~~ ... ·c .. , 

>t~~&~~:o~;;d ;::~~~s}'~~'~ ~~~ 
"· -<'~"''0 east to west. 

c \ '.\ 

(3) Obstacles Encofm~~t~~J.it None 
',·.;,,/;,; 

\u'\ '\ l'c .-• . . "''"v 'J•' 
"\.:') ""::;; (lv / 

' .. ·'..\~)"';<.'~:--'_' 0/ 
',<.,~ -~,, 

(4) l.l[j.nes or Boobytraps Encountered: None ~~~r 
(5) Actions upon Encou:ntering Suspect,s ~ ~rearn ~:;cD.rchec~ ~1ic~t.e 

o .. :;."ea an(~. s·ear:r:b.o~. f(··r ·)f 1rrtli 
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checked out suspects . cards • 

e Enemy Information: 

(1) Location: XT 102755 

( 2) Strene;thg 16 VC suspects. 10 of the suspects 'tv ere rcle'1sed 
on the spot and 6 cf the suspects were brought back k the FOB. l~·~ trw 
FOB the 6 suspects <vere interrogated and 4 of the suspects were relea~.ed as 
innocent civilians. 3 of the suspects >mre held for further questJ_orLl1c' :en. 
Co A 5th SFGA. -

Name: Nguyen Van Dien 
Age: 34 
Occupatton: Hoodcutter 
Residence: Saigon 

Initial Interrogation Re9ort 

He Stated: His brother lives in 'rrang Sup, his wife 1 s name is N::e;uym" 
Thi Nghien, his brother owns a.n oxcart, his brother 1 s na.;ne is I'Jguyen Ve.n 
Thang. 

Name: Ngyuen Van Luong 
Age: 36 
Residence: Trang Sup 
Place Of Birth: Tan Qui 
Name of Father: Nguyen Van Bai 
Name of Mother: Vo ~hi IJgon 
Name of Hife; Nguyen This' a 

f (I) Friendly Casualties: None 
(2) Ene1uy Casualties: None 

g Significant Activities: None 

h Has r'lission Accomplished: Yes 

i Conclusions and recommendations: None 

21. Det A-361 l1ission //26 

a. Size ~md Composition: SFC Neuman, SP4 Grant, SFC Lcr,-;r:~"s., 
CPT Krasnoff, and 7 -·indig'3nous • 

b. Mission of Patrol: To Engage Tareets of Cpportunity 

c. (1) 
(2) 

Time of Departure: 
Time of Return: 

051500 
. 051645 

Infil 
Exfil 

d. Conduct of Patrol: Troops did not land. 

e. Enemy Information: 

LZ 
LZ 

N/A 
N/A 

(1) LocatJon: XT 051873 One person taken under fire by 
gunships. Results Unkno>-m, 

(2) Location: XT111717 Tivo persons taken under fire by 
gunships. Results unknmm. 

crater. 
(3) Loc ,.,_tion: 

Enge£ed by gunships. 
V'JT 965798 Sampan sighted in 1-rater filled horr1l' 
Results unknown. 

f • Results of Encounter with Ene ':Y: Unlmorm 

g •. Significant Acti·vities: 
disposed of. 

Relll.;"tins o~~1ale VC KD\. 04 ,Jan • . , 

'; .-.--~-·_,_ ....... -.,-, ... ~·>-; _.. ' .\ • r • "• '!: ·, 
h. irJas ~fission Accom::-Jlished: N~ ~"' / ,,.,,_,,;,\~-~"'-; ~Y.;~t·;\S:>'.Z:D 

').. -:- ;:\i\}~':"'''"-.''·" ·" 1· "'\ i. Recommendations and Ooncl®ons: Ncne . ,L . ~· n 0 0- L 
'yJ 1 , .... \t f) 0 \ t ~ ~ "- -'----------

.30. Det A-362 11ission #::::J-.7;;,. :;..- ; 1.~----~---------_..... ....... ~--

a~ Size and Conr}\Q.~!tion: S"}T J:..iello, SP4 1rJesson, LT Erad.le;t 3 

SGT Papz.ica, SP4 Greenberg, SGT Horrison, and 7 -indigenous. 



·'. \ 

b. Nission: .. o vct.pture P011f's and documents· 

c. (1) Time of Departure: 
(2) Time of Return 

060657 
061127 

Infil LZ XT 149864 
Exfil LZ XT 150870 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol Route: From LZ patrol. moved north west for 40 
meters,, north for 100 meters, north east for 300 meters, tu a north south 
trail which ;.ras 1 .·- 1 1/2 meters ·wide, in recent usc by foot tr · .Lc .. 
Team established ambush and observed 2 VC · t:·-·· - · ·:..., north to south. 
Team engaged enecy l.J"ith claymores and small Brms, vlclunding l i·=: .~ pcssibly 
vwunding the other. Team moved foward and 8ecured lvoundecl VC and equ:Lpmen+, 
and moved to the LZ for extraction. 

(2) Terrain: Flat to rolling terrain, some defcliat:l.cm.) 
single and c~ouble c anopy, thin to hea.V<J underbrush. Team crcssed rm:::;.'lroun 
south Hest to ncrt east trails which T·Jere 1 1 ~.ride and used 1-dthin pa::rt, 
3 days by troops. 

(3) Obstacles EncCluntered: None 

(4) :Mines and Booby-traps: None 

(S) Action on Encountering the Enemy~ E!'1gaged u:Lth 
and small arms fire. 

e,. EnewJ Information: 

(1) Loc~tion: XT 1S0870 

{2) St1•ength: 2 

(3) Composition: Unknown 

(4) Activity of VC: Halking on trail 

(5) Equipnent: AKSo 1 a and work equipment 

(6) Uniforms: Khaki shirts, black trousers, rubber sandals J 

grey flop hat. 

f • Results of Encounter with the Enemy: 

(1) Friendly Losses: None 

(2) Enemy Losses: 

(a) KD\ 0 

(b) HIA (Poss) 1 

(c) Captured: 1 (sent to 4Sth IIDST) 

(d) Equiprnent: 1 AKSO, 1 pistol belt >vith S AK;)O 
mat;azines, 32 loose rounds of AK50 ammo, oiJy rag, vile of oil, 1 new hammock, 
1 4X6 piece of cloth(cotten), 1 mosquito net mac1e from artillnry parachut:e flerer~ ., 
1 pair of rubber sandals, 1 grey flop hat, 1 pair of black trousers , 1 
gr;.;en shirt,l cartrid~·} belt. . 

g. Significant Activities: 

Change in Tactics: None (1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Suspected Ihfiltraticn Routes: 

Downgraded at 12 year intervals-
Not ' 

(4) 1-iisc: Team smelled Hu."llan feces and 11Brajuana 

(5) UnuSual Activities: l"luch woodcutting Kas heartt north east 

of friendly po.sition. rf101\.irf .... r' ~ 
~- . .l' "f.!\!: :1.1. U )u TIAL 

' .. 
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h. \,,ras Mi.ss:ion 1\.ccomplished: Yes 

i.; Conclusions and Recommende.tions: Team feels n larr•:er 1mit 
is located near the area of contact. Preliminary interrogation reveals the 
fC'llOHing: 

1lame: Cu 
Age~ 22 
Unit: B2/Z.3/5 
J?latoon Sgt: Hong 
Commander: Nha 
}J:ission: Dif;e;ing l:ighting Holes 
Strenr;th of Unit: 40 I'len at Base Car,1p 
Unit 11as wr~lls for water supply 

PO\.V is NVA and cl;-;0.med to be hunting at the time of capture. 

)1. Det A-)61 ~fission #'lB 

a. Size P.nd Composition: SSG Hartin, SSG li.leo, SGT Deo, SSG 
Lebatard, SP4 Gre.nt, and 2 llUJIG. 

b. :t-'!Ission; ·sn~_per 

c. Time of De;arture 
Time of Return 

d.Conduct of Patrol: 

06070.3 
061140 

Infil LZ 
. Exfil I..Z. 

XT 2~03758 
XT l'~J758 

(1) IJtltrol Haute: From LZ pa:b:col moved east for 58 ;-:-,etE~rs 
and listened fc·r movment, then continued 10 meters north 25 meters north­
vlest and established a sniper position. Te~'..11 observed 3 personnel moving 
North to south on road bet1treen Thien Ngon and """·:-,-::.i Bi Te::2m brcught 3 
individuals 'mcler fire, killing one and wounding one, recovering 1 ruck­
sack a cl 1 sandbag, cantents following belo,..r. Teom heard signal shots 
moving from north to south on same road, then rw'.eived· ·light caliber 
autor1atic weapons fire from nc'rth, observed one individual trav-:<l.i:··:,g_ south 
on road. Helicopter passed over individuf\l v1hc hid 'in woqds. Team moved 
fouard to find individual, when they observed 2 c.ifferent individuals in 
woodline to t.he north. Team requested run by eunships Md were extracted. 

(2) Terrain~ l~lat, grassy, few z-::::·~·~.:::rcd trees. Soil is 
capable of supporting wheeled and vehicies. J'atrol did not cross 
any streams or trails. 

(3) Obstacles Encountered: None 

(4) i"Iines and Booby traps Encountered~ None 

(5) Action on Encountering Enemy: E::.:::1god with small arms. · 

e. Enenw Info1~ation: 

(1) Location: XT 103758 

(2) Strength: .3, 1, 2 

(.3) Composition: Unknown 

(4) Activity of VC: ,..,_:>a¥:c:li::r; Road 

(5) Equipment Unlmown 

(6) Uniforms: 2 had Fatigues, 1 had.tiger fatigues 

(1) Friendly Losses: None 

(2) Enemy Losses: 



' ) la KIA 1 

,, ) 
;, :) Hit-~. 1 

h) (see below) 

g" Signific8.nt l'...ctivities: 

(1) Change in Tactics: None 

(2) SuS'1ected Infiltration Routes: None 

(3~ l:.;rnpaganda Analysis~ None 

(4) l'Usc: None 

(5) Unusual Activities: None 

il,, ~Jas l"'iission ll.ccomplished: Yes 

Reco:r:r:nendations and Conclusions: 

CaptUJ.,::):1 ibemy Equipment. }·Iission ll28 

2 7oz cCJ.ns half ''nd hf'.l:f tubacco 
1 us issne hammock 
1 CD hat 
1 US towel 
2 US blankets 
4 shorts various colors 
1 pair US :;ocks 
2 OD shirts 
1 OD trousers 
1 checked t awel 
4 containers 1.Jood chips 
1 smdcing }•ipe 
1 INDIG rations 
1 pair shcn·rer shoes 
1 package razor blades 
1 •·mllet with 2 snapshots 
1 :flashli::;ht Hith t.:.re --, filter 

32., Det A-361 

None 

a:~ Size and Ccraposition: SSG Hartin, SSG Aleo, SSG LeBata.rd, 
SSG Deo, SP4 Grant 1 a.'1d 7 INDIG 

b, 1-lission: To capture PO\·Ps and documents 

Time of Departure 
Time of Return 

070630 
·o70715 

Infil LZ 
ExfiliZ 

N/A 
N/A 

d., Conduct of Patrol: lussion lvas aborted due to pilots un­
able to establish proper LZ due to haze and light conditions. 

eo En.eey Information: None 

f. Negative Encounter with Enemy 

g., Significant J\.ctivities: ~Tumercus 

ing fires discovered in area of LZis examined. 

h,., Has I'iission Accomplished?', 
J . • \ ·J;-

i~ Recornmondati~r;_s a~~C-~h~{us~ jr;.s; 
"<:~\- :.;i~ \~-,.-/ • 

'<-:-c Det A-361 ·~ssion #29A 

a. S Cc:m'''sition: S:B'C Numwn. ;;sG ~~·rt:in. :.leo, 
...,.-.Jrant, SSG Handiwerk, SP41rJright, SP4 Fitzp;"'rr:c1··' .. SSG Deo, SFC I·~"' arcl, 

SGT Burr, a"! d 26 .INDIG· 

b. Hission: To invest.igate a 1~,)orted '"C ':"ice ct.che vic 



"I}]T 991644. 

o. Time of Depa~, 
Tine cf Ret urn: 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

( JJ.) Patrol Itoute: From I.Z patrol moved west tm-mrd river .. 
Elements of the patrolL observed approx 12 pa.rapL. , built as fighting 
positions facing r.z; fa.trol continued west to river observing approx 14 
6' x 8' huts with 4 1 deep 2' wide and 6 1 lons bunkers built underneath 

the huts. Op~nings of bunkers faced east and team destroyed ap;;1fox 4 huts. 
Team assault,ed a spider hole with unknm.rn results. At this time team 
came under heavy auto.·;atic v<eapons fire from east, north east, and north. 
Team returned fire. Pat:col formed defensive perimeter and awaited rein­
forcements. Terun we.s under fire from a bunker 10 meters east of their 
position. This hu..v:~ker was finally silenced by LA.H 1s and hand grenades. 
After reinforcements Unked up both elements ,ntoved north through the base 
camp toward the I.Z ,and as -vm.iting for extraction received automatic and 
small arms fire and helicopter v1as shot dcwn. Additional reinforcements 
111ere infiltrated and linked- up and secured the LZ. Patrol l":-'lved to 
extract:l.on LZ and. uere .:eX:riltrtiteO.. 

(2) Terrain: Flat with primary jungle and heavy w""J.derb:r.ush, and 
many ant hills. Soil was capable of supporting 111heeled and tracked vehicles. 
'ream crossed a north south trail vlhich 111as 1 meter 111ide and in recent, use 
by foot troops. Also, team crossed 2 east -v:cst trails a;Jprox 1/2 meter 
'tvide nnd j.n rec~mt use by foot troops. 

(3) Obstacles Enccuntered: •rrench l:nos., bu.<J.kP·· ': ortified 
positions, and spider holes. Base ca.mp (way site), had a trenc 1 system 

around it. Trench was 1 meter w:i.de and 1 1/2 meters deep. 'I':;."ench ran 
in 12 reter sections and then broke at 45° ang:}.es. Nu."!lerous bunlmrc;, 
spider holes, and fortified positions were :i.n the base ca,'UJ:'1. Southern 
of be.se camp 1·1as at edge of defensive perimeter.. P:atJ.7dl · <:c'lst and 
north throueh center of base camp counting 8 VC KIA; a11d capturing numerous 
documents and much equ.ipment. 

(4) 1'1ines and Boobytraps: None 

(5) Action on Encountering Enerrz;;r: Engaged with small arms, 
machine guns, LII.H 1s, hand grenades, TAC Air., and reinforcements. 

e. Enemy Information: 

(1) Location: hTT 991643 (base camp cu1.d /or way site) 

(2) Streneth: T'!rJO platoons reinforced 

(3) Com;,Josition: Defensive security platoons 

(4) Activity of VC: Defending Base camp 

(5) Equipment: RPD, fu.T{4 7, carbine pist,ols 

(6) Uniforms: Black pajamas, green fatigues, various 
civilian attire. 

f. Hesults of Encounte r with Enenw 

(1) Friendly Losses: 

(a) W!A. 4 v'BA~F, 4 TIIDIG 

(b) K!A 2 INDIG 

(2) Eneruw Losses: 

(3.) KIA 8 (U&\SF BC) 

(b) KIA Pff/J~''t' 
'-.. .. ' 

. ' 



C 0 NFIJ) ENTIAL 
(c) i,!IA. prob ~ 3 (blood trails) 

(d) EquipmGnt: See attached readouts 

g. Si1~nifioe.nt Activities: 

(1) Chane;e in 'l'actics: Defended base camp to fullest extent 

( 2) Suspected Infiltrati .-,ns Rrru.tes: l •. rea is probably ~·ray 
site for infiltration from Cambodia. 

(3) Prop2.~·;mda Analysis: Unlmmm 

(4) Nisc: None 

(5) UnusuHl Activityg Tea:c,1 received fire frcm Cambodia 

h. Has Uissj.on /iceomp1ished ~ Yes 

/ 

i. R.ecommenclaticns and Conclusions: Team. feels aroa is a head­
quarters of some t~rpe and a lTh<J.,jor infiltration po~_nt frcm CaT!lt.cdia. 

34. Dot }-..362 I-U.ssion I/29B 

a. Size and Composition~ SC:tH Ed:vrards, SSG Prid.em.ore, SP4 \:Jellon, 
SGT Pattersm, SLG l'Iorrisson, SGT 'VJiskow, .<>nd 30 INDIG. 

b.. a.i.ssion:. 'l'c reinforce Hissj on f, 29 

c. Time of De:parture: 
Time of Return: 

d. Conduct 0f Patrol~ 

071120 
071650 

InfH LZ 
Exfil LZ 

\'iT 992648 
1:-:'f 992648 

(1) Patrol ~\oute: From LZ patrol ;:nc,ved south and Unl;ed up wi.th 
Z.ission l29C and moved further south .gsso.-;:tlting b::mker colliDlex, movinc· 
thrcugh it and. linkiw; up with Hission l 29A. 'l'eam Obs rved munerous 

bunkers, trenches, ventilated tunnels, and spider hc,les. Bunkers were 
6 1 oeep, 3-h 1 Hide, 6 1 lenL~ with 18n ove::~head c. over. Team observed approx 
10 huts v-1hich -vwre 1 long aJ.'ld 12 1 1vir:1.e 'With tin rcr,,.:_'s >vi th thacl1ed materi-
al on top, and l·rith bxnkers UJ:lderneath. Tenm also obs rvecl 1 cage '1-J'hish 

<.fas 6 1 square and 7-8 1 made of bamb0c sticks and tin roof end had an 
additional ca;;;e ma(e of bush timbE:r inside, which was 2 1 high, 4 i long 
Mel. 3 1 wide. Team feels this was a ?OIJ a.":'ea. Team observed approx 10 5 
callon cans fillet-". \oTi th a thick liquid. One bunk8l hc;v5 6 barrels filled 
with approx 2 dozen eggs in each. Team proceeded south and linked up vith 
Mission ft 29Aan:~ ~r.rent e;:{st assaulting enemy h1mkers and then returned -vwst 
approx 50 rr.eters and then north 1i1There team obsHrved a hole approx 51 in 
diameter. Also observed a barrel filled with approx 30 lbs. of rice. 
Also there ·uas a kitchen area with ovens made by dicging into the ground 
and a cookinc area uith many cooking utensils. 

(2) 1'errain: flnt, primary j1mgle, single canopy, thiek to 
thin underbrush. Soil is capable of support;'ing ioTh<';eled and tracked vehicles. 

(3) Obstacles Encountered: Trenches, 'hunkers, spider holes 
and foxholes. 

(4) Hines and Boob;ytraps Encountered.; 'None 

(5) Action on Encountering the Enemy: Engaged -vrith smnll · 
arms, automatic TrJeapons, anr~ grena.:)E:s. 

e<> l!:neey Infor:rnation: 

(1) Location~ From 992646 south. 

(2) Strenf~th~ Platoon I:-~einforcod 

(3) CoriilJOsit:lr;m Defensive Platoon 



O~~'IDEN 
(u) Activity of VC: Defending base camp. 

(5) Equipment: AKl.t.7 1 s, RPD, pistols 

(6) Uniforms~ Black Pajamas 

f. Results of Encounter >vith Enemy: 

(1) Friendly Losses: i~JIA 1 lndigenous 

(2) Enemy Losses: 

(a)' KIA 6 (USASF BC) 

(b) trH A prob g Unknown 

(c) Equi ;ment: See attached readout 

g. Significant Activities: Same as ~fission #29 

h. vlas JVIission Accomplishedg Yes 

i. Recommendations and Conclusions: NOne 

$. Det A-362 Mission IJ27ri. Reinforcement 

./ 

a. Size and Composition: CPT Krasnoff; ~~G Wolf, SP4 Ruiz, 
SP5 Panzica, LT Bradley, and 30 Indigenous 

b. :tviission: To reinforce Mission # 21 A. 

c, Time of Departure : 
Time of Return~ 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

071100 
071700 

Infil LZ vn 992648 
Exfil LZ IVT 992648 

(1) Patrol Route: From LZ patrol moved 1<1est to river and 
, then south for 50 meters and encountered sniper fire by 1 VC on the river 
bank. VC jumped into river and was killed. Continued south and destroyed 
sampan. Continued south and began receiving machine gun fire from vic 
vn 991645. Team linked up with reinforcements and continued south toward 
enentr, receiving intermittant fire, ad wounded were extracted~ .. Team secured 
LZand received additional reinforcements. Reinforcements linked up with 
Mission #29A. Patrol '~<vithdrew to infiltratioi1 LZ and >vere extracted. 
During Patrol, team encountered approx 10 - 12 enemy bunkers vic ~~ 992648 
and south, approx 7-8 1 deep, some having tunnels 5' wide, 4-5' long, and 
with 1811 overhead cover made of logs and dirt. Some bunkers contained 
tables and ch@.irs. Tef!TII observed 2 huts, tm. 8 J with thatched roofs and cam­
oflaged.. Team sav1 2 or 3 bottles which looked like wine bottles on floor of 
bunker. Team observed numerous foxholes and spider holes in the area, con­
centrated on the edge of the LZ 1s4 

(2) Terrain: Flat, primary jungle, single canopy, heavy to 
light underbrush, and soil is capable of supporting wheeled and tracked 
vehicles. 

(3) Obstacles Encountered: Bunkers, trenches and foxholes. 

(4) Mines and Booby traps Enc oun+.ered: Nmle 

(5) Action on Encountering the Enemy: Engaged with small 
arms, machine guns, TAC Air and reinforcements. 

e. Enenw Information: 

(1) Location~ V,lT 992646 

(2) 

(3) 
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(4) Activity of VC: Defending base camp 

(5) Equipment: AK4 7 1 s, RPD, pistols a1 d medical Equipment 

( 6) Uniforms ~ Unknown 

f. Results of Encounter with Enemy: 

(1) Friendly Losses: WIA JUSASF, s-· InO.igenous> 

(2) Enemy Losses: 

(~) KIA 1 (USASF BC) 

(b) WIA Unknown 

(c) Equipment; See attached readout. 

g. Significant llctivities: Same as Mission #29A 

h. Mission Accomplished: Yes 

i. Conclusions and Recommendations: None 

37. Det A-361 }fission #30 

ac. Size and Composition: SFC Newman, SBG Handiwerk, SP4 Wright, 
SP4Grant, PFC Henry. 

b. Mission: Armed Aerial Recon to Engage Targets of OpportUnity 

c. Time of Departure: 
Time of Return: 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

061400 
061540 

Infil LZ lt1T 972659 
Exfil LZ WT 972659 

(1) Patrol Route: From LZ patrol moved west to river where 
they encountered 1 VC in river swimming north west to Cambodia. Team took VC 
under fire as long as he was in river. Team found S-6 bunkers on river 
with openings facing Cambodia, designed to defend river line. Bunkers 
were approx 6 1x4'x4 1 • Top cover was 411 thick. All of the ant hills in 
that area were dug under to afford protection to a depth of 4 1 • Team en..; 
countered 8 huts constructed Df bamboo and straw: appx 8 1x8 1xl2 1 with thatched 
roof. One hut was a boat docking area and had a 4 log foot bridge leB;d.ing 
to it, which crossed a 4 1 man-nk~e canal. One hut was used as a rice grain­
ery. Team recovered one 200 lb sack of rice in it. Team saw a well, 3' in 
diameter. Water looked good and not stagnant. Numerous chickens were in 
the area;, as well as one ox jl.r:~::mplow, and many cooking utensils. A 20 1x 
30 1 Garden was also in the area, 4 raised gardens appx 5 1xlot were in the 
area. Team also discovered several new rice baskets. Team discoiT:ered north 
east south west trail which was in recent use by foot and ox cart traffic. 
Approx 25 meters ur the trail from \iT 972659 team found a 1-roll used oxen 
trail approx 3 meters wide leading westtoward a clearing. Trail had been 
heavily used during last rain as footprints were imbedded in the trml. 
Appx 35 meters north of this area on a north south trail, team discovered 
a communications trench running east and west and started back north. 
Trench was appx 2 1 deep and was grown over with -vmeds. In this area team 
team found another lrJelJ. 3 t in dia,:eter and 20 ft deep, and again holes had 
been dug ul:.der ant hills. Patr ol moved to LZ andwas extracted. 

,, . ' 

Obstacles Encountered: None 

Mines and Boobytraps Epcountered ~~ None 
"'< i<'' . · ... ~ :.:, . (<'~ \\ !,.'),.)":.,;\ 

· ·(iU~l~JiV .. .';: -; .. · ··, ..... 
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··smalL arms '"' 

(5}- :J:'\.ction on EncDuntering tha~.En~rny~ 
.J .. • ~·- ~- ~--....•.• ·"-*~ .... 

..... . 
,..., ».;.·· 

··~.., ·~.e..,.Enemy·Information ~ .. ---·l' ...... .. 
. ''!'+-' 

(1) Location: ... 'WT-"972659 

(2)' ·strength:··. i ... .. ., . 
... ·; 

Composition:. .. ·;-Unknown . 

Took under .:t;ire:·with ·-·· .· 

/ 

(J) 

.(4) 

(5) 

Act.ivity· of VC: Sw.i.mmiri.g- from Viet· Nam to:Cambodia.. ".-: .. 

Equipment-: · Unknown_ 

. ----~-... ' .. 

··- ---~'f-····· Rasults-cf:.Encount:e'f'·t.n.th Enemy~ 

····- ·' -"--- --(1) ,.Friendl;r'Losses: ·· None ·' · 
. .. 

·, 

·-- ~ ...• , . 

.·.-:; 

..... -:....:,., 

1 . -~~-" .. ·- ~-::::--, . 

· g ;-··'Significant !;.cti -vi ties: 

.Change in .T;ac·ti es-t .. N·one 

(2) Suspected"'Infiltration Routes~ None. 
:~- ... ,._. 

\ (3) Propaganda Analysis! One .2 1x2 1. bos:·~.f"US.oGVN propaganda····-,.;··· 
which also. c.ontained.l vmman 1 s blousa, .1 piece of cloth, 211x 211 with Red · ... _.,, .._,.,, 
Cross hand sewen on it, 1 1-wman 1-s-·iii.doctrination booklet:: dated- to time .. of 
Nam Hy Diem, 6 pieces of paper. 

-.-•1> • ... __ ••• 

..... - -·:· 

Mi.sc:. · 1 dozen eggs destrtlyedc. 

(5) Unusu~.l Activies: None 
- ... 

h.· 'Was :Mission Accomplishe·d::··yes . --~. 
·~ ..... 

-.J.i · -Recm;nmendations and Conclusions: Nene 

38.. Det 1\.:.-36?. _ Mission # 32 BDA. 

··- .. _.,. 

b.., .... Ifrasion: · To Assess damage to possible base camp by'B52 v."trike. / 
' 

c. Time of Departure:, 
Time of Returnt i 

~' ·---~·---·. . 

d...6. ,C.onduct 'Of Patrol: 

081431 
081642 

..... ·.·· 

Infil LZ XT 245952 
,~fll lZ XT 2 45952 

{1) Patrol Route g "F~om·rz patrol· move~ west ap;;:lX: 100 meter~ ··l 
where .. :patrol encountered a trench line, and then contJ.nued through ru un- ' 
used base c.amp. containing appf 4D bunke!'S' which were appx 8 1 by 15 1 and . · -
hE,d bverhead cover made of logs 1811 in diameter with mud on top. Bunkers, . 
had rifle racks inside. Bunkt:rs interlocked with trenches•~ .. ·lfumerous·'spi<ler 

·holes _were :Ln this .. area,. also.{ ther~. was one grass thached hut used as a 
• cooking area and two other cooking •areas. c· & C ship spotted 1 VC at southe~ 

edge of base c_a:mp,. fleeing south and patrol cbserved 1 VC wearing a hat · 
aJ1d NVA :w.e~gear and also fleeing south.' .· . i • 

· (2)· Terrain: Flat, thick und~rbrush and uines, single canopy. 

·----

Numerous north south trails were in the 'area, apox .1/2 m~te <wide and 
in recent use. Also there were ,np:tnttT!fU:S, east we~\ tE._a:)LJ;iSl~ net in recent ·-----~--..... : 

! ~ \) }_~ _kl' j_ }J S-- ~ 



use. 

(3) Obstacles Encountered~ None 

(4) Mines and Boobytrap.s ~ f.Tone 

(5) Action on Encountering the Enemy~ Team was unabl~ to 
engage the enemy due to the thick underbrush. 

e. En:my Information: 

(1) Location: XT 244952 

(2) Strength: 2 

(3) Composition: Unknown 

(4) Activity of VC: Fleeing south 

(5) Equipment: Unknown 

(6) Uniforms: Black pajamas and one wore hat with NVA webgear 

f. Results of Encounter with Enemy 

(1) Friendly Losses: None 

(2) Enemy Losses: One torn document (fowarded to Co A on 
first available aircraft) 

g. Significant Activies: None 

h. '\rJas !fission Accomplished: Yes 

i. Co nclusions and Recommendations: Area had been a large 
base area appx 100 meters in diameter and well fortified. B 52 Strike 
was 85% effective on the base area. 

39. Det .A-362: Hission 32 

a. Size and Composition: HAJ Gritz, NO Edwards, SSG Pridemore, 
S( ." Patterson, Sl'5 Hiskow, SP4 lrJilkinson, PFC Miller, and 14 I!_ndi;~enous 

SP5 Pntterson 
b. Mission: Capture documents and POW's 

c. Time of Departure: 
Time of Return: 

o;o652 
091407 

Infil LZ xT 011770 
Exfil LZ XT 011770 

d. Conduct of Patrol: Upon infiltration team traveled north 
and set up ambushat XT 010771. .At 0730 team heard warning shot east at a­
bout 500 meters. At 0815 right security heard movements to his left, right, 
and rear. The team leader called in all his security and swept area, with 
no results. Tea· then moved north east apprx 100 meters to XT 012770, at 
ll45. Team remained at this position until 1332. At this time left security 

reported 6-10 VC traveHng north to south, wearing black uniforms, one having 
a red sc 11rf, and one wearing a black hat. This group appeared to be position­
ing themselYesbetween right and rear security. Team then lost sight of 
this group. .1\. t appx the same time , HAJ Gritz and SGM Edwards smelt human 
t-Jaste from their right front. At 1346 right security saw 1 VC without 
weapon at about 2 meters. At this time PFC Hiller took his rifle off safety. 

The VC heard this click and saw PFC Miller, who immediatly shot him. 
Immediatly, P~C Miller Received RPD round from across the road, at appx 
5 meters. Team immediatly regrouped on right security. Team supressed 
the area which the enemy were firing from. Team received fire from RPD 
and small arms. Team then brought in gunships which supressed area with 
guns and rockets. Team then was extracted from the LZ. 

(2) Terrain: {~E~,6ot and bicycle. 

" ·! 

' \ 

l
·~ 

1 \' 

. 



lCNF ~D ZNTL\L 
Sparse underbrush, single canopy with medium visibility. Very suitable for 
wheeled and tracked vehicles. 

(3) Obstacles Encountered: None 

(4) 11ines and Boobytraps ~ None 

(5) Actions on Encountering the Enemy: 
killed one. 

/ 
Supressed the enemy and 

e. Enemy Information: 

(1) Location: XT011770 

(2) Strength: 10 - 12 

(3) Activity: Probable search for team 

(4) Equipment: RPD, RPG, SKS 1s, Carbines 

(5) Uniforms: Black pajamas 

·f. Results cf Encounter with Enemy: 

(1) Friendly Losses: None 

(2) Enemy Losses: 

(a.) KIA 1 (USA SF BC) 

to) lNIA None 

(c) Eauipment: See attached list 

·g. Significant Activities~ 

(1) Change in Tactics: None 

(2) l1isc: None 

(3) Suspected Infiltration Routes~ None 

h. Has Mis sion Accomplished: 

i. Recommendations and Conclusions: Team feels that the enmey 
encountered 1-rti.s highly disciplined and possesses high morale. 

40. Det A-361 Mission #)3 

a. Size and Gomposition: SFC Newman·~ SSG Haa:vliwerk, SSG Parker, 
· SGT LeBatard, SP4 Fitzgerald, SP4' Hesson. 

c. Time of Departure: 
T:.i.me of urn: 

~. 

d. ~~~~ ·of Patrol: 

~ (~ 
1 

Patrol Route: 
L , • 
\ ''Y'o/ (2) N/A 

(3) N/A 

(4) N/A 

100825 
101030 

Infil LZ N/A 
Ex.fil LZ N/A 

Team flew over AO Is Bear, J1ongoose, and Cub 

(5) Activity on ~countering the Enemy: Supressed the 
area with Gunships. 



e. Enemy Information~ 

(1) Location~ XT 225937 

(2) Strength: UKN 

(3) Composition~ UKri 

(4) Equipment: ill>Jk 

(5) Uniforms~ UNK 

f, Results of Encounter with Enemy: 

(1) Friendly Casualties: None 

(2) Enemy Losses: Unknown 

g·. Significant Activitiesi 

(1) Change in Tactics: None 

(2) Suspected Infiltration Routes~ None 

(3) }fisc: Fired at by automatic Weapons 

( 4) Unusual Acti vi ties : N ·:·ne 

h. \vas Mission Acccmplished: Yes 

i. . Recommendations and Conclusions: Negative 

41. Det A-362 M:lssion ?04 Ambush 

a. ·Size and ComlJosition: SSG Pridemore, SGT Aiello, SFC Berry, 
SP4 Greenberg, SP4 'Hesson, SGT Horrison and 14 Lnd.:f..genous 

b. Mission: To capture POvJ 1 s and documents. 

c. Time of Departure: 
Time of Return: 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 
( ~";-~ 

110708 
111016 

Infil LZ XT 125954 
Exfil LZ XT 125949 

(1) Patrol Route: From the LZ the team moved south for 
200 metersto the east west trail which was 1 meter wide and in recent heavy 
use by bicycles and foot troops. Tea.riJ. establishe(i ambush and heard movment 
to the left rearand also to the front. To the front appx 3 Vc sat down 
across the trail from the left security. At appx 0940 an estimated 25-30 
VC came running dovm the trail from east to west, Point man of the enemy 
was to the front and stopped directly in front of the ambush, was taken 
under fire and killed. Team then received fire from the east, south, and 
no:bth. Fire from the north was from at least 3 automatic weapons. Team 
pulled security in and gunshi;1s made runs and team was extracted. 

(2) Terrain: Flat, double canopy, heavy underbrushof bamboo 
Soil was suitable for wheeled and tracked vehicles. At XT 125954 team 
crossed north south trail which was 2 1/2 meters wide not in recent use. 
Numerous north east- southewest trails t.rere in area of ambush, some of 
which had fresh cuttings. Trails were 1 meter wide and some in recent u 

(3) 

(4) 

Obstacles l!:ncc.·untered: 

Mines and Boobytrapsg 

None 

None 

(5) Action on Enccuntering the Enemy: 
arms, cla~~0res, hand grenades, and machine guns. 



e. Enemy Information: 

(1) Location: XT 125949 

(2) Streneth~ 25-30 

(3) Composition: Platoon 

(4) Activity: Running on Trail 

(5) Equipment: AK47, Sl\S, Grenades and vvb Gear 

/ 

(6) Unifcrms: Black ?ajamas (point man), balance ~<TOre 
black and gr€y tiger trousers, black scarves, and black flop hats. 

f. Results of Encounter with Enemy: 

(1) Friendly Losses: WIA JLUSASF, 1 INDIG 

(2) Enemy Losses: 

(a) KIA 6 (USASF BC) 

(b) WIA (prob) 2 

(c) Captured: 1 SKS (new), 7 rounds of ammo 

g. Significant Acti'llities: 

(1) ChanGe in Tactics: None 

(2) Suspected Infiltration Routes: East ~<test trail previous-
ly mentioned. 

(J) Propaganda Analysis: None 

(4) Mise: 
and it is qstimated that 
number wore not seen. 

Patrol received fire from north~ south, and east 
in addition to the 25-30 VC engaged , an equal 

(5) Unusual Activities: VC were trotting on trail 

h. Was Hission Accomplished: No 

i. Recommendations and Conclusions: It is felt that VC may 'be 
moving from east to west because of increased allied pressure to the east. 
Trails in the area were newly formed and paralleled the main trail. It is 
felt that the infiltration LZ may have been compromised and that the VC 
were running trying to find team. TAC Air was placed on the target after 
extraction. 

42. Det A-362 !fission ~'35 

::... a. Size and Composition: SSG Pridemore, SFC Berry, 
berg, SGT Morrison, SP4 i<Jilkinson, Capt Schmus, SGT Patterson, 

b. Mission: Recon 

c. Time cf Departure: 
Time of Return: 

17o630 
171045 

.. •·• 

Infil LZ XT 046847 
Exfil LZ XT046847 -

d. Conduct of Patrol: ~~,;'-·/· .. / 
.,'"'-~ '~ I/ 

·\i. if_ pom.,LZ ~~e-.9f!t· J!l..·ov,-p~~?-wth 50 to ~~S'.·tti: rs 
then changed course west .. \'de' ~J.615.1ib.elt:.~t "jtlj~orth south"-~d. 
Ambush set up at coord 111.1'f 91.~68,3$. From this point team moved to exfil LZ 

(1) Patrol 



subsequent to contact and were exfiltrated without further contact. 

(2) Terrain: Single canopy jw1gle along sides of road, 
double canopy starting 20 meters off the road. North south road appx 7 
feet wida at widest point then narrows considerably as it moves south. 

/ 
Sandy soil vJi th numerous foot trails run off the main trail. No streams 
were crossed in the area, but numerous ant hills. wer.e in evidence 

(3) Obstacles: None 

(4) Hines and Boobytraps ~ None 

(5) Action on Encountering the Enemy: AT 0920 the left 
security sighted a VC moving along the main road from north to south on 
a bicycle. He rode off the road about 100 meters from the friendly left 
flank security and went down a trail to the south 1.vest. il.t 0940 2 VC a­
pproached appx 75 meters north of the right fl-1nk security, but disappeared 
into the jungle. At 1030 one VC appeared to the south of the right security 
element. He was allowed to move closer as -it was obserbed that 2 addition­
al VC were appx 50 meters behind him. The closest eneroy was shot at a dis­
tance of 5 meters, equipment recovered, while the other 2 VC engaged friend­
lies in fire fight. Team blew their claymores and 1.vere exfiltrated \·.rithout 
further contact at 1045. 

e. Enemy Information: 

(1) Location: 1rJT 046838 

(2) Strength: Unknown but 4 sighted 

(3) Composition: Unknown 

(4) Activity of'fVC: Moving through way station 

(5) Equipment: See below 

(6) Uniforms: See "" below 

f .Ii. Results of contact with Enemy: 

(1) Friendly Losses: None 

(2) Enerw; Losses: 

(a) KL'\.; 1 (USASF BC) 

(b) ICL'\. (pass) UNK 

(c) V.JDl m~K 

(d) WIM1(poss) Unk 

(e) Captured: None 

(f) Equipment: VC KL'\. ~w:as armed with a Soviet 7.62mm 
rifle, Ml981/30 w/grenades la1mcher. Serial: A5107 Chinese il· on bolt 6329. 
L1 rifle grenades w/4 crimp cartridges, 20 rounds 7 .62mm ammo, ammo belt, 
1 sack, lUS canteen with pouch, 1 small bag fried rice. He was dressed 
in black shirt and trousers, rubber sandals. Unusually large for a vfumnnamese. 
Name: Le Hoang Hibh, age 22, home Dung Lap. Assigned to a unit titled 
B-13. Had in his possession 3,633 reals Cambodian money (appx 128 American ---­
d?llars) and <1. receipt from ~-15. \l!li t. Also two smaf-1 photos, .r.:?.~-1<J.e~ ,~-ql/t>t~) \ 
f~able, except photographed m v~et~Nam.. :c:;;, ·~ ~<. r·-. ·· t\T 1'2 ~U.H \t,\'"{ . . \ 

_,,'\..'~'~,J.V ,., . ' ~; C:ji\(11 \ 

g.. Significant Activities: ; .\~ \,._ "" · ····· · :• <•;: " ; C; ' 

\' \0>-
(1) Change in Ta.c,t:f~s~j..}f1one l\ 

\~~;, !>>·· .l·, . t, 
~ 



(2) Suspected Infiltration Route: North south road at am­
bush site is a known infiltration route, area of ambush near way station. 

(3) Propaganda Analysis: None 

{14) Activity :i.n Area: Infiltration iPJay Station 

/ (5) Hisc: Fresh boot marks (NVA) and bicycle tracks on sec-
ondary road and trails mentioned above. Old OP bunker to cover road network 
at 'l!JT 946837.. Logs fallen to block main road above 'tvay station. Unidenti.:. 
fied wooden ammo case 811 long, 2 1 wide, green color scattered through area. 
VC killed anc. other sighted large for VH., Strong smell of human excretion 
throughout area. ·Also i·mter buffalo dung. Domestic cattle sighted from the 
air in general location. It is believed the main body of troops arc lo­
cated in a transient station status north of the infiltration LZ. 

h. \tlas Hlssion Accomplished~ Yes 

i. Recow1nendations and Conclusions: B-36 will continue to recon 
this area for purpose of determining exact locations and strengths. 

43. Dot A-361 t1ission //36 

This !-fission, (/i36), vras aborted due to the higher priority of 
impending missions. 

44o Det A361 Mission #37 

ao Size and Composition: SFC ST Laurent, SSG Parker, Lt Jaeger, 
and 3 

b. Nission: ITocc•n ·"- .. 
I' 

' • ! • 

c. Time of Depe.rture: 180630 Infil LZ XT 043616 
Time of Return: 201300 ExfilLZ XT 057658 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol Route: Infiltrated on LZ inclica.ted above at 
0655 hrs and traveled south east about 400 meters. From XT 046614 went 
due nonth to XT 061645. From the LZ uritil :Kfrfilil:ing at the last menti ned 
coordinate no sign of enemy actinity. At this point a boat ramp was dis­
covered on t ·e main river, It was cut into the bank and was des:5.gned for 
two boats. Had not been used since last rainy season. Team traveled north 
to XT 060646, where a man made stairway was found going down into the river. 
This also had not been used since last rainy season. Team continued north 
to XT 0586,54. I1.t this point there was a 1.vell us'd trail about 1 foot >-Tide, 
also ina,ctive since last )vionsoon. At XT 0,58658, 
t;1er was a trail which led directly to the teams exfiltration point, but 
it also had not been used recently. Patrol walked appx 7 kilometers in the 
2 1/2 days. 

(2) Terrain; Thick underbrush, flat terrain, sparse trees. 
The Suoi Ben Da which flowed to outrgeneral right flank moved at a spee5 
of appx 1 to 2 knots. The banks anywhere from 0 to8 fe3t high, and 180 
slopeto o0 • Averar,e vridth 8-10 ft of more. River in this area of operations 
is more than adequate to handle the largest of Sampans, and overhanging ... 

·vines Md bamboo stands afford good c6V'er for these crafts. Has been used A~~· 
by boats of fairly large size in the past, but riot recently. Due to the , ~~/. . 
larr,e number of open areas, suitable for LZ 1 s in the area, it was diffi~ / ,(:;:..~~~ ~ 
cult to move with concealment. Only bisecting stream of any importan~e . . ~ '-" ~~~~ () / 
1v-as crossed at XT 063638, flowing from north west to south east. Very · a.,~(i5,_. '),; /" 
trails in area indicate that a base camp might have been located in t ~'i.e_a~\0. ¢)., / 
in the past. Old tree markers wore found. · /.;,~~ s- 1; 1

0/ 
'11: / ~v ,e:~' f.,·. vI 

~ )n r. , ,-."~';! . ·'<"' , ~' ,. 
;~~ l1ines t:m:t,9llt':'e1:'fOS:I ~0 - None (~~~;:~~y 

"~· '~~" ,.,::., v-1" 
"\>-'"~: ,. ·,:./ 



' '· ' ,, 
l• 

l 
l 

(5) 

f. 

(1) NEG 

(2) ~n~o 

(3) llliG / 

(4) rti.sc? \Tilcl :··.'.~18 ,~.11''~ :::·1::-:h :Ln the TCC'. D.2"C <e.bun,~c,nt. 
'J.'he fc:'l.··t ·>:hrc· these ,,_;~·:1ma1s nn:.~. fish. ~rc, <'-7-:til~t:1 e in l<'.:i.". e ·"'U:o.ntit~.es is 
in.'.ice.tiv•'J ,:;f the £'D.ct th<:J.t little 0 r :.··· activity ··f "-n;r ty-_~u has takm1 · 
·,J_,,_cc in th::i.s 2-T'(;- f· r :-,. 1r·•n'· ti:ne. 

(5) 1Jnusual i;.cti. vities: }L.ne 

L :2.oc'·rrrarm'ati ns 2ncl C:mcl11sions: '?oam beJ.iev s it. is tuinecess­
a:c;t t·J ·.,;;.~_,r ~1 thiD aro?. in the -Lrrrno··-~_at-8 future. He> enci-lt{ act.:i.vit:, nqT-J, 
bu·::, y•·r; .. , ssitly <':'ilJ.. r;).;"'•VO into thiS D.rea durin(: th(! ~~ainy SCc9.~-':..1llo 

45. Det /~-361 J1issien I, ,38 Hecon 

,... Siz.e <-mr'. Cc·m~!Qsi t.ion: -SSG Hand:i:;wrk, ~:dG IeBart :l"c.', . fc 
rclffl.my ru1c1 3 nmm. 

1,, 1ssim: C'bsorvo <:1.nc~ ro) rt in :,ssi:·no'' arc;;~. 

c. rT'i~·o.e r·f .Dt.: ·.?.:: ·t·--~~~-·e ~ 
'l'ir.1e ··f T~.otum: 

1806.55 
181705 

IP~il LZ XT 018618 
Exfil LZ XT 013619 

( 1) :n.t.r 1 Lcuto: li'r:.m LZ :_;atrc l r•nve•.~. north for 50 'netcrs, 
2 men m·.vin lCO ::·,eterc east t.o chGc!c a trail, ner:nti~re rns':tl'cs. 'Trail 
~.F s l ·-:,1etcr l,;rj_-~c, ha ·' •;nc :,-,Jan b·m,·el.~.n. cast t c> 1ril'est but n:.:t ::.·ocer:rt.J..y. 
~~.'oo.movecP-~- Hest :::m'. rc--:·:·t.h vest.. f.~(· 550 :noto:c~. Dur'nc; this :~1cvment ·!:.eam 
f:·~:..!~:·'. nur,1orr us f' ot ·:x>.ths Hhic.h r·'n ~-,·c-stly n-~rth south. 'J'enr;l c-:;ntinuec'. 
H8St nor-t-h ':Jest tc ·vic _.;.'::' Cl3(.17, T-Jhere tco.r.1 ob.ser-r--ed FC trc·.velinc ear>t 
t•:: 'tWGt (:::'\.rl"yin: 211 ... ••Jr7 <111~. \JGm•inL; 1-fVli. vreb cear titth 2 l:WfJ:.~:.in(~S. ~\o:am 
;er•!r><~tEY~. the 'iTC to :)ass. 'I'e::tm continue,l to move Hest - south 1-rest Dnc': i'olt 
thP.t VC ;-m:::'e :uK·Vin;: :;r·.rallel to the t.ca..-·n; a :)X VC strensth of 10 men 811(. 
tEl am requestor~ that they be extrncted as theh• r:ti.Ssir;n ha:. he en cr:m;_n~::r,1i.S8d • 
'!.'earn rot;;JJ:nwl to the LZ amJ. they wex·e f(Xtrnct.nd. 

( 2) :• erra:i.n ~ ~''L1.t, ::; 1il is harc1 ~m; S<'l.l1''.Y, .mcle '':·.:rc:;-rt .. h 
"(ta:rics fr(·· elc -~·:·.laD:~ c·rnt3S ~ .. n the c·~.!Gn G:CCB.S tc; tl1ic k ~Lll1~~~8Tfl~()1'Jth in. t!1e 
;;:J~i.mary jun le ~::cco.s. Scil is suitn1:,le for uhee1e•'. anc: tracl~ec'. vehicles. 
~i.'rtl.ils in the :--~:''<,.rc -r.rorc, ,:·s·i:.ly· 1 tr: 2 1 •TTrric'.e, but not j_n he vy use. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Jpc.~t:i.on :: 

00ren;.th g 

013(37 

1 \ 

' 

~\ \ 
' 
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(6) Black pajamas with no hate. 

f. Results of Encounter with Enem;,v: None 

g. Significant Activities 

(1) VC ran parallel to team rather than trailing them. 

(2) Suspected infiltration routes~ None. 
/ 

(3) Propaganda Analysis: None 

(4) Hisc ~ Area is difficult to move in because it is 
extremely thick undergrowth or completely open. 

(5) Unusual activities~ None. 

h. Was mission accomplished? Yes. 

i. Conclusions and Recommendations: Area is not extensively 
used for either foot or oxcart. 

Det A-362 Nission #39 

a. Size and Composition: Sgt Aiello, Pfc Hiller, Lt Hogg, and 
3 indigenous. 

b. Mission: Recon 

c. Time of Departure: 
Time of Return: 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

200630 
201330 

Infil LZ XT 023699 
Exfil LZ XT 027695 

(1) Patrol Route: Patrol infiltrated at 200700 and proceeded 
west for about 50 meters into the woodline. Voices were heard from the North 
East and patrol moved north. Paths, recently made, were noticed in the grass, 
and an old house elevated off the ground about three feet. It was well built, 
about 8 1 by 10' with no roof, general state of disrepair" About 3 meters off 
the north end of the LZ a bunker was found facing in the opposite direction of 
the LZ. It was dug out of an ant hill, about four feet deep, apparently a 
shelter from artillery and air raids. At 0807 the rear security indicated a 
VC was sighted to the west at a distance of about 40 meters. Could not identify 
weapons or equipment as he disappeared into the underbrush. Team continued 
moving north and then changed direction due east. After moving about 40 meters 
another house about 20 1 by 20 1 was found, also in a state of disrepair, apparently 
hit by artillery. At this time the rear security spotted 2 more VC moving past 
the friendly location in an easterly direction, and the rear security also 
heard a element moving up from the rear. Team set 2 H-14 1 s in a clearing to 
their front and then moved south east from 1100 to 1130, covering about 100 
meters, where they halted and set up security. Immediately movement '\vas heard 
in all directions and between 3 to 5 VC were seen in various areas about 20 
meters. away. Request for extraction was relayed by radio to FOB. At 1300 
gunships arrived. Team leader ignited a lrJP grenade to mark position and gunships 
made ti'fO initial runs to cover withdrawal to the LZ. In moving to the LZ the 
rear security spotted a VC behind an ant hill. VC was killed with :H-16 rifle 
fire, at a distance of about 15 meters. He was clothed in a browh uniform, 
weapons and equipment not identified. Along the route smoke was popped so that 
the gunships could keep track of direction and progress. Team was extracted at 
1330. Gunships placed supressing fire on the LZ during exfiltration. 

(2) Terrain: Single canopy jungle with thick undergrowth 
under the trees. Many areas suitable for LZ 1s, sandy soil would support 
track vehicles in the undergrowth, but not in the open area. Grass is about 
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(.3) CtstacJ.es: ·: 7 :me 

(:)) :~ct.i··n on ,,:nc:Amter::tnr: the -'-'ne:my: One "JC si~~htec1 to 
the rc:~.r r::f -;,h,~; u:Lthdr;--::-~al route iJ.t a r~~.s n.nce cf .?.)_,_-·:r. 1:) Y:lc ter·s~ sh-~--t anc~ 
•_:J.llcd, anc'. t~2;;:,1 c.-·nt::Lnuod to m·ve tc• IZ to effect exfiltration as mirJsion 
b. :ocr' ~~-- en c cr:t;_Jromsec~. 

e, :~:ner.ry J:nformation~ 
/ 

(1) jJ:.tfH LZ to E:xfi1 TQ 
..l.J~...: 

(2) :)i:;;e ~ .':-z,x )-IJ 
,· ... , ....... 

0) r;,T;-;c-sition; -~lJparent1y eJ.euents of a sc;uad 

(5) Uniform~ I:rmm or Dark :::reen 

f.. - nes·~J.ts of ~nCl'IJY C.ontro.Ct 

(1) !J':t·:i.en:lly Casualties~ Hone 

( 7) 1
'' T li,TC ·.::·IJ\. ( ._,_lrL~1:;· alu-·le·) ~ >.:.!l8WJ .uOSRGS ~ • _. ·' 

(1, 2, 3) ~'e.-... ~.t::Lve 

(l.J.) VC a ')e:.::.rec1 tn be locals due to their 
. , 

nuxect clGth-

:L. :aecor:nnenc1.ations and Conclusions: ;3u:_:;~est further r·econs in 
area not to 1 c- conducted unle.ss armed nerial recon. 

note: ~u.c JJ.ir strike ~'Jlaccd in area at 1400. 

47. Det .::-362 ?'I:i..s:.:;ion k40 

-
'~'his IT'j_ssion 1-W.s abo1~·ted due to .-~ecision of c~etachraent. c · )nJ!lancler, 

h8. Det /;.-362 ~0.ssion l hl Ambush 

b. ··:j_sr::ion~ '}'o o.ssess -the area. <me~. f.TLU"Veil traffic :m ·:.ra::i.l 
an,_'L r--.tte::rfJt to C"'_yture a •risoner, 

c. rd_~:le of De··)<lrture: 
'J.'iroo of l1eturn: 

cl. Conc'.uct 0f ?atrol 

171400 
171555 

Infil LZ 
;_:;xfil LZ 

l'.'T 941!.8.50 
.,.'r 9hL85o 

(1) ~~a.trol }Lou·t,o: ?rr)m LZ due '\Jast 100 meters T;.rhen te::c.n 
started to set u;::; 2.:.:'1b.wh site c-1l0nG the north s· uth roac'. at coo:cd. IJT ~'hl!J)O 

(2} 'I'er:::'c'.in: .Sin,:':le canopy ~:m1,;le. Clt.l French ron( :Je.:cralcls 
north south r::;e.r:'. ·'bout 20 meter's to the east. Dec:nly rutted and o·•:orc;rmm 
by _j,~n.c;J.e ~ l ut u£::,;(1. :::'econtly 1,~-" foot traffic 2-.nd b·i_c·. cles. 

(3) (:tst~'~.c les: Hone 

(4) ;_ :inec; anc: Lnobytraps: Nne 

~ u N ~-~-liJ-1~·1~_-i tAJL. · 
\.•l...tv: • 

\ 
\ 
ll 
\II 
tl 



I. 

[ 

, 
.

.. · 

. 

I 

"' '.~ 

l ' 

(5) Action 1h "ncouUI,Njii~,\t' :\,tp,J.I-2 "ovinc 
into podt,icm for ambush the left security spc ··..; (~*''ri t re a:,:;Jrn;) ... "h-
in£; from the south on the north south roe.c~. :~.lthow;h the as not :!.n 
;.)J.ac:e :tt t~r:cs necessm--y to opcit f-l_re c'.ue to the fact th.:::>.t the ene~J w·~s 
vrithin very closE; rnn;:e. 'J.'he VC were shot in ::m .::rt.tc"n;1t to take them ::)rison­
er at about S meters. .t:.. ' 1arently they uere the . •oint of a refnforcecl :)J.a­
tr.::on, and the enemy ir:rrnecliately returned a heavy vclume of fire frcm the 
north, south• anc1. the east. The rear element and richt security assaulted 
1•hile the te<'-.rn leader called for extracti.on, LF'T, an;l T.icC Air. Gutstand-· 
inr; su:pj1ort rendered by ,: unshi~)S. nllmr· cl c cmtnct to be 1: roken and tE>,::tm . ::ov0cl 
to the exfi1 LZ at 1505. li'riencllies recd1red some fire fro~<l the c1orth 
as they entered the ,LZ, but b:::obyt:ra;:os left on the trail no r>.oub( sl01;f,-;.(: 
the encr.w advance. 

e. T:!:nemy Infor~n~.t:i.on: 

( 2) Stren:·-:th ~ Estirnated reinforced ?latnon 

(3) Gor,:sJosit on: fJHK 

(4) :l.ctivity of VC: A'}pearecl to have been in tho ;:roces:·J 
of settinc u;? a crunter <?.mt.ush subsequent to team 1 s infiltration. 

(S) Uniforms: :tiixer' with different colored shirtsanc.~ t:.:·~"~r·' 
some troops havin~-. rec1. scarves. 

f.. Results of Gontc.wt: 

(1) 7'riendly Casualtic.Hl: 1TL'I.: 3USASF _, 1 lliDIG 

( 2) ii:ne:my Cacualtj_es ~ 

(a) KIA: 4 (USJ .. SF J:;C) 

(b) I<IA: boss) 1 

( c ) lliii.: ln'IK 

\d) Captured~ l!one 

(e) Equipment : m;ne 

g. 3ignific,nt Lctivities: 

(1) Ch<mr;e in Tactics: Nbne 

( 2) Su.s;>oc.ted Infiltration Routes: H()rth south road at 
point of ambush ant maze of trails a(ljacent 11nd pa.rallel to this roo.:J. 

(3) Propacenda ·Analysis: Hone 

{L~) iJisc: Dld bu.rLl{ers a.·xl. VC 1dtchon area 'fTD-s p;::~.sseC: thrr•U[J,;l 
on vwst. sic!.e of I.Z en.r.oute to ambush 55. te. Hac:. not been us<!d recently. 

h. Has i'ission Accom:_)lished: Yes. .i\.lthow;h documents or a 
prisoner l-Wre not c~xfi1.t.rated r:.\ue to he.::wy contact t1·.~e additional 
resultec'. in what :l.s felt conclusive cnr:Ldence that th:•.s is a n2.,io±l infil­
tratj_on routel into this n.rea. 

:L. ·:::eco111lnencl8.tj_·,ns ;:m{ Conclusions: Tl1.G ldr Hn('. artillery· to 
nncover way station anr: suspected 'base ca ~' in this area. 

49. Det A-361 and A-362 Area Assessment 



'C 0 NFID ENT IAJ... 

c.o 'l'ime of Departure: 1 ;:0835 --·- ,, Infil LZ UT 97L..624 
Time of ~return: :}.81.010 Exfil LZ prn 

>}.J. 974624 and 
1lT 974620 

(1) I'atrol Route: l:''rom LZ :J 1trol mo·v·er1 to river and cas-
covered 8.200 lbs nf rice ~;v-h:tcp were 0)~;nc(l onr:l :Jestroyod. 
Tc.:am the .S~"llit snr1_ -pw clcrmmt r:1nve1: north rmr' one south. Southern element 
rHxcovered a hut Dx8 1·ri th thached roof an c1 tuo sic~es ~;,rhich hac: '-' small 

) ntfor1:1• 'l\;c.m continue(:. south for 50 meters an: 1 ::liscoverocl 2 ./ 
l:.:Hx2L,H Cc:ncrete l·lockS s::mk into the ~rOUUI~ each of i•Thich ho.d 2 5/811 

stFlel anchors cclm~ cck~ed in o:-'ch l'lcck. .•·~ thir(' concrete blocL" cif .the smne 
size ha~ a '"lUlley like devic& Mchcred to it! C(·nslsting of l'l. ")ieee of rla­
chinery vJith 1 1;)11 (~ianetor 1-ilkcl ·Jn either side of the I'iece. ··tach:'Lrier3r 
1·Jas 11.ct o;)crgl:-le.. I:u srune t:J.~en tea2n d~tsco'rGT"8<J. fre·stJ an.inlal.t·rnste [\i1c1 a 
no-u o:;:: c.·rt tvh5 "h Wi.l.s (,0st.:.:-oycd. :"1sa in the m~r~a v-mr·e. l1.'lli1C:rnus s:cl3: trt.'Ilch-
es wi. th o;rerheml cover to l:.:e used ;~.s :~"lrote.ct1on Qn;lins.t.. ·.ail~ ::.:.t.-J;.acks. 

Cne tunnel "H-'l.s U.Tlt;er rrn ant hill a.nc: l12.c1. a fo:•;: hole at the entrance. 
to be used .c;.s R fif.(ht5.n:·:: )Osition. 'I'0DJ:l c ant:i.nucd 40 ;;1eters south ~md 
focmr: .:: latr:tne :me'. voices, i;oa'il. fircc' :r-rrs:· ink' the ffi•ea 2.nd swept 
t:1e are-'1 tdtL no ative results. ~"o~r.n returned :::·r.:rth to the LZ an<J. ~rcre 

-eLx.t.rActeci. ~ifort..hm'n .Cle,:aont ,.,!nlacl tJ.urth fron the LZ an' ').iscc.voroC. a srlk",ll 
c'.oc'in· areEi Nith 0ne 8 1 x 20' hut <:nr.', 2 8 1x 10' huts, aJl -,ftdth t.h!"ched 
roofs ru1cJ. r1o s5.~ '_(;;S., cnr1 ~-\ll 1·re:-:··,e· :~: .. ~;stro:'rocll r.i:ean1 c.:'~ntinucd !1-.:)rtb. and c:is ... 
covere'~ another hut and c.?> 31x2 1:x:l2i tm1ker uitb. one ent,:.::mce faci.n tho ri'irer 
Dl1'~ 1 facing (ht-m ri>rer. r;·onm &lso c'tsccvoroc'. an ox cm-t t.on:ue in the 
river '!Jhich <rm.s tied to n. tY'~0e, an<} Hhen tho ro ~e F2.S cut :i.t s2..nk into the 
river. 'L'E>am cr:ntinuee ncrth )0 meters -.. ncl <'ic:covered n · .a.rc'en 2: ea 1/1.!. 
acre in size, :1.11 the D.:"'o;;. r::.lso i-Je::·e 2 8x.D 1 1uts 14rith th2.ch2d rc.ofs. bne 
hut had a tc>.ble, v.'lri·:>us e:lt:l_n, t.oo.l s ond fish nets. :-.11 huts anr~ ::;,ui)­
rnej.'1t ~J~;.re (~estro:ye(?L • 'f'c:arn c ontinu~cl :tlorth 20 ~YK~~.:.e:ros ru1~:·~ C:tsco,re::·e:~· a S·"··l:~:}nn 

ll1'0.ch vT: s ·~:cam coritinu.ocl north t~1 1•lT974t;20 Nhere 1'nother s~:1.1 .. 
·)::ll1 vra,~~ dice c:.:·s,~. A.nd t:_es"t-r~'yed. ~~lro r~:l.scoveror'l. am~ c~.-c,strc,ycd 

~ierG !l '_'X 500 ll: .. s fo('.lt, 100 l'·s rice , ru1el t, huts. Huts in this a.:..~en. 1·TfJre 
'¥TGI:.d~ur:.~ior c· l1.B~:.ruGte,:. thM th('S8 mont:Lcnec-:.. Te::1:.n. r~:;cei vt:xl 
antc-:w.ttc T:7EJ". ,. ns fi'~'' fron tho .:;:mbo• .in.n sic~e 0f rJ.·.re:,: which ~ms 
returnr;d ·n.'' :· .C \ir w:cs C<'-llccl in c·lith Urikr:o•m ::,;sults, ';:'erm11ns thon 
extracted. 

( 2) 'J r:'l~ra5.n ~ i;lat., c'-:ry ricG f:LJ.rls 1 ·)rimary junr_le; sin;;;le 
cFno;_;y, thick tmc\::r· .r··:lJth. I none arEH'. a.111X ?D w.etors south of tho LZ 
n.rea, it 1-.ran mo.rshy "l'rith thidc un~~r:;rc;rmrth. Eumerous tra:l.ls Here tn th(.> 
ar-02. 1,Ji th ox cart tr.cdls lrom the river east IJ.U(: all trails -:mre 
in recent use. \)oil i·J.:•:3 sn:i.tablo for nlwolec~ and trac}~ed ve:.,:tcL:,s 

(3) Obs:ba!ilen: ~J,:.ne 

(b) J.ne:::: ::n'"' :. oo-\;ytra,,Js: J:Inrm 

(S) '\ct:'.on nn Lncount:;or'.nr:-; the .cc.nemy: Door Cuvner smu 1 
VC and en o.; :oc.l 1-ri. th c:oor :un 

(l) Loc.?,tion: UT974620 

( 2) 0trcnr:;th g 2 

(3) Go::,l•::>ssition: J)K 

(4) o':IJ.ui 1n1ent: ifle 

( S ) Unif r·rn: f.Jl.JK 

(1) Friendly I.•:mses: !.:cne 

., 



(2) E:ner· T..~ossos: IO:f,. (prob): 1 

c;. Sicnificent ._etivities~ 

(2) Sus~1ectecl Infjltrnticn :Routes.!' .h·on alcnL: river is 
nsed to tnms;)ort sw1;'ll:tcs anr~ :;;orhnps ~)orsonnel. 

(h) :·asc: ,~'arc:ens hc.cl 1:een ~mt.ero:' on mornin;~ ,,f -~atrol 
D.s the ar~::n \.Tn.c; still 1>T8t. 

(5) UnusuaJ. Activities: None 

v 
i. Recommen~_ations and onclusions: Tenm fc;els the area tJhere 

machinory Y·r~ts f0unc' :ts n ~\rry crossinG site. ,nro temn ieels tho r·icc 
V!e.3 o:tm:i.t.in[; f~crther -(,r:·i.l1S7)0rtat:Lon 8.8 it T:J,"S J. ;y.i..n[~ unprotected. 

50• Det 361 

a. Siz,; an'~ Compositiong ,:we lofer.rman, ;3~3G HP.h~lhrerk/!·3G LeHntn.rd, 
-'3Fh C 1Connell end 10 .inc:rgenous. 

b.J'tlssion: .\roo. : ocon, Itoute :.ti.1Con, And ;\mbush 'tn for~e 

c. t;t .. 
...1me n:f Do::x:•.rtm·e; 190630 Inf:Ll LZ XT ¢).:t2(f\7 
TL1e of Ret11.rn: 191945 ~';xfil IZ XT 013593 

d. Conduct of .!atrnl: 

(1) Patrol ::~oute: From LZ to coord :lCl' 034597. · 'ovet~ into 
: em·r-9~ :'U'ec>. nt thin coorcl, checkeci -t: ails, ''.11 col~:~. I1'one uf tho ·';ra-~ ls 
h .. ,_,: 'he€ln nsc.:' in the ;Vl:3t three ~.:onths;, ..::v·' r1.onc<: in arc: a sue h <: s :lndic; 
ci1· ··rott,,;;:: 1:Th:i.t:h h tid 1: Gen '-"'')cently smoli:ed, :l.ndicn:tinf:' -~~rail -u.-.. tchors liW.Y 

hn~;e en in the area. ~nnla.ced 2 ··ilinos '1-ri th time ;JE•~cila at 0715 >tlid1 
w..cnt off at 05')0. · i'ut ,_n two ·;or-:..: --·l.nes -;,;6th time 1.)1imcilsnt coor( XT 036 
605 at n~ out 0)30 v-rhich exploded at a;)px 1130. v:v~rlence in beth of these 
,<>,:re.:ts -v1here nine uere left that trail 'tv<'1tchers ,,rore :Ln the aroa Mel had 
left uclnn a;mroA.ch of friendly element. Hoved 8.bout 100 meters from pre­
vious nosition north ·'and foun•J incli:·:enous PIR rations e.nd C ration c£~ns. 
;,ltout J..4co ctlnt .. l.ct,;r1 Co anc1 told hi.xa'·th::>.t re11 1cms not wort(n-;rhile. Jir~ctE:d 
to mov-L to coord ::r:e 0195~7. l!I\wecl cut on a 240 az an·~ stoJ;;cd <:1.fter 111oving 
1500 metors:mrl oent 6 r,JmJ. ::r·ocon ele::.1ent fm1Prr' to check e.ren. Enr•)ute 
crnssed :nt~.n;r nDrth r;outh trails Hh: __ ch hc>,c~ not b'. on ustJc1. in ;llonths. R.emnin;.. 
<er :>DVdd t.oH;.~.r(:1 e:d'ilt,rtcti.oh LZ at XT 013593. .';.rrived at LZ ,r,t lS'l5 ,-m,,~ 
u.s.seSSr)cl th:i.s .'•re,'l to 1::: a farm production unit10 ,;:;ct,ract.ec.l nt 15'30 11ithout 
incident .. 

(2) 'J'£;rrain: 3:i.ngle canoj:zy ,j1.m.,·1c 1;;ith ery hen:vy uncler­
iY.Ovrth. .:kil tH3 S9.!1!1.y nne~ wcul•: SU'Jpcrt trnck vehicle;; c~ur::l.n[·; clry S~iaSnn .. 

(3) Ob;tacles~ iinne 

e.. 1•;neny Information: H::>ne 

f. Hesult·~ of contact 'l::rith Ene:my; 

(1) I'ricndly Losses: None 

(2) :.::nerrry Lossos: r,nA (prob) 2 



c;. Sic~nificent ,ctivitios ~ 

(1 2,3) ~l'!one)_ 

(l.t.) ~Tisc ~ :'~round loth infil nnc1 eyJ:il LZ 1 s numerous fox-
h0le::; mc,re f01.U1d. ~iC.re '-Tery ole' Ft11d die' not a;Y,'lCLlr to be user'~ in the 
pn.st 3 or 4 m:•nt,hs. 

.. 
i~ J:.ecommenclations ::;m(1_ C'mcluaions ~ It is rccornmende;l by the / 

tcn.r,1 le~.dor that further cperl'l.tions not b8 c· n•'uctccl in tllLs ,:cneral -r&.:'. 
o.s thGre han been no \iC .::-~cti vi ty in this r<rc:' in at legst 3 months. 'l'he 
t:cai ·s in the arnas hn:ve 1 eon nse,·'. CJ.H infiltration· hm-.rever, there:;. hac; 
l;<,en no :_)21 CjXU'ation ma,':, on the trei ls by local VC for movemo1Yt of larc.e 
1.mits. 

51. Dot fl.-362 

Leri::J.l I'i.ec en 

~. -·rn 
-"''.l. 

c. .. me of De~1arture ~ 
Time of :;tcturn; 

200830 
200930 

Infil LZ 
-~xfil LZ 

XT 033720 
XT 033720 

d. Cond•tct of ~'o.troJ.: 2 Ilel:Lcc,ptcrs with 2 .J,S.f'l.Sf. and 12 IliDIG 
lmv',ed on j_nfil LZ vJh:.i.lC:.~ oth;:r 2 he1ic 01)ters stnyecl e.J.oft. ,:ntrol oved 
Ut'rth into vroodl~.ne .<r . .! ·": 2C n;:;tm·s thGn pr ceedocl er>.st 30 WJ.eters 2 
thachGd r· eX' h0uscs ';nth r0und l':moatrt d.u · out a·)x 3 ft i~nother 

hc:1se 1iTC.s f:,tm D. fe1-.r mct::Jrs A-'F<'lY •.. ;ith .'J(•me confi urn.tion. 
bu:rned. n~:.c1_ not bean t1fl8d for appx 3 months. Tc~li1 i'10V('>r1 vJCSt 
LZ • On LZ they f ounr:' a tn,nch, L shap eel, 8 ft lone:, 2 ft -.,ride, 
1·l'i th 4 f,:·.}:holes »rmm,·: the trench )rovic'ed 1:tith a~_nLi.n:: stgkc,s. 
positions to have teen uc;ed J'('C;ently, h ''"rever a trail 

-vmre 
to eyJ'il 
3 ft r'oo~)' 

the 

tc the nrca ::•tmnin· northeast 'nto the wo·.xlline ho.( foot tra fie in the 
1ar;t 2 or 3 ,·1.nys, ( ~. or 5 ;_)crsons). Tomn oxfiltratec1 at 0).'30 vrithout inci-
dent. 

f. Ir.esults of 

'-' 

i. I?.ecommenc1ations an(: C onclus ions:· None 

52. Det Det A-362 }Fssion k h5 

(l) SGT .• I.:;llo, LT Hor1 t,, 3?4 ··osson, SP5 2an:c.icll, C:icT kr­
r:Lscn, PBC. Hiller, SGT Ikmzer 3 anc'. 36 Indi;;onous 

(2) SSG Priflemnre, SP4 '·:ilkinson, SnT TOton, SGT ?attcrson, 
SP4 G-reonbcre, SGH Hillma.n, and 30 

(3) Sl"C ' erry, FiskovJ, a."1cl 33 Inc1i :onous 

b. :Jission~ ;:>oarch :.:tnd Destroy 

c. (l) ~C'irno e:f Dcp(l.rture ~ 2207h5 
220905 
221135 

Inlil 1Z YIT 972659 
\:JT ?70661 
1'1T 96f666 



., 

(2) Time 

·-~.---. 

(.{iNJ.1~iDLIV11 I I 

-of Return: . 221630· Exfll~>JT 959668 
~,JT 962667 
HT 961674 

d. Conduct of Patrol: 

(1) Patrol Route: The first element la:rr~ed 2.t time in-j.­
catec': above and i···me(iately descove ·ed four houses nbout 10 meters from 
thoL· i:rnfil point >vhich they '1estroyec~. HoYinG into the nain "t>roodline 
they fotmcl 11 S:;lall COT;t)lex coc-erin: a s:;ace of D.pp::c 40 metsrs CCln.)OSo:(l 

of L·mlt:ers and ( hc:uscs. Eouses 11\TO:ce destroyed, , 1.ml<ers r:.:r:r;; creel 6, and 
-uoreh/!lx4'. Continuinr; to 1-;-to~rc along the river to the north the t,ecun found_/ 
nuxnerous air raid. ty)El shelters Cllon?: the river, and garc~en plots. 
Garc:on ,,lot uac c'.ostroyed by u~Jrootin;:; :::>lants and throwinc; them into the 
river. l!ertrby or.other cc,;:.r11Ex of houses ·mel bmLEJrs Eore foun\'. Th~.s was 
wl obvious .,,.C farl:'l. E'.s it c- 'ntaine( ;Jens for -•nim11ls nn:l n larco cc,oking area f'or 
for farm ;,.rorkcrs. 't C930 the CtH::: ship informed team to circle wagons c.s a 
T.t,c bc•omb r1..m 'lim.s in to the south e.t )CO mot,':rs • _;."t this time team 
recoi vecl small arms fire from the Ca;-nr'o 'ian side of the river. The fire 
Has 5.neffective and not re:turned. Team re!;W.)l:.ed. :i.n tt;neral D.rec. until linlc 
u~; >Vith 2d elenl£lnt 't 1030. Durin;_ the interim •·ther houses e.nd bunkers 
1-wre discov,:red about 15 meters m,yay. The bunkers ;:mel h us<::s vmre the 
saxne size and canfii:;urati·::m as others l)rev:tously found. 'rho housss ;.-mre 
destroyed. .::\.t 1035 another 'I'LC bcmb run vras rna·~e about 500 meters south of 
the 2 elor:lEmts. Durin:ci movc:·aent of elenent 2 from the LZ tc link U:;J the 
lst clement the follming actions t'::.~k ·;,lace. It had become a ~JDrent t:i"lat 
the entire aret:1. rtmnin:< north to south alr:nc the river B.n:' tho vwocllinc 
we>.s u huge '/C f;;rm. 'T oa:c1 ;,Jovec~ into the ;-vocd.line off tlm LZ to tre north­
vJest dostrnying dozens of hous. s as they left. T,;am was in the ;'rocess 
of ~lestroy n,z houses when 1 VC pop,oc: out of a S)ider hole and w<J.s killed 

lT1.6 fire. Tho oneny fell in the r ivcr and a grenac~e vms thr·o"m to cqn­
firm his de<":tth. He c~id no:b have ~. '\·mn.::mn. There 1·rere 6 srnal1 2 men bunkers 
a}on~; the r:Lv('T nt this ;;wint J i<."i th entrances ~rintlng 1.vest and sOuth • 
. h:.trol moved 25 r:teters farther :north m1C found a 15' sampan aga5..nst the 
bank of tho rivEir ccntaini_ng a corrrpDrtment of fresh fish. Srun.p::?.n was sunk 
;nth rifle fire. An em;_)ty :::r:JD ~~~can -vr·.s found in the h(Jat alro. Hare 
houses uere found ancl c1.estroyed. enr·Atte to linkup 1rri th first element. 
At aboutl045 the bomb rm; mentioned above i'J'as terminated an,~ both elements 
moved out, 1st element lh the lead and 2nd in the rear ~lith the if:sion 
of 6Gstroyin::; such fo.cilities as tho fire;t ol-::: ·ent. ::ir;ht fin(~.. ,1:-o,,t 100 
note:cs farther :~.crth ~'Ul inclJ.::: sol(lier eccicer,ntly ,·lischttr::,oct a 7 ;;rom·,de 
'l.vhich -;-rae e.ttachec1 t0 his ~1istol l::·oltresultinc: :"n the c1.eath of 2 j_ndic.;, 
2 indlr:· '.Til:., uncl. l USA SF !•!Ii~. :1edevac arrived at 1130 follmvecl (.y the 
3rd elcmentat 1135 •. ·:er:evac ;vas f:i.re<'' utc from th~; nort,;, aeast 8.8 it lifted 
off the LZ • 'the small arms fire ;,m.s m1mrered h~~ an air s+.rike ef 20nun 
cannon a.ncl cr i 1 s ·.nd .r. :r:;cket run b y G'.mshi;:)s. :.~ t 111!5 the lst and 2nd 
element moved cnrt in tho lead ··n J.:i.ne ;.rith the third clement in the :rea.r 
a.s sem.crity and clestrctjJ;n pP.rty,. Dtrectio::;, of movement Tr:·:.s northwest. 
r~·,me<1.ia.toly an ox cnrt \W.S found on tho right flan:C. It 1•T:"B (8 ;l18d t 
curry heavy loads snch ?.s loc;s or Yenpons a.nc! a .. '11nruriition. It v-ms destroyed 
-.rith s. Il:..~'I. The tcm.1 ;:1ovecl on a distance of 350 meters shere a near: y 7C 
cm.r Hc.s r1estroyed uith ru6 fire Durj..nr,: the movement of the ~)atrol over 
the ;)reviously 350 :r,u~te;:s, over 30 hous<::s Here discovered and burnt to the 
[":r0'.U1C". fl.t least 60 )rotc::ct ve ty_::;r:; 'l::unkers 'HG::-e aill.so in the sa.me area .. 
Old three str<C.nd bnrbed Hire fences Pere prom~nent, believ ed to be constrc­
ted to delay :movGment from neerb;{ LZ 1 s to the fnr·1 m·oa. .,:~t 1300 all 3 
elements ar::ain ltnlwd U~) 2nd , circlinc 1;W.[;Ons, ate Lnch. ,,_urinr; this 
period it vms noted that ;:;unships maldn;:.; runs on the Vietnm:l.CSE; sitlo c>f 
the river ,,rero recoiv'nc fire from the Cemb ·dian side cf the river. i\.t 1320 
the tceJ.11 moved out fc>lloc:Lng tho river northJ about 150 meters. Another 
area rcms fotmd ond 15 houses destroyed. Nru11erous 1·mlls 'mre also found 1-rhich 
hac1

. beenhit by ru~ti Uery sv•~,e~Js l:U.cJ. in ahead of the terun. 1\.t ',PI' ~62676 
2 H-14 mines >mro '!laced j_n a-large garden which e. peared rea:y for harvest. 
This r;o.rden tlfas 2)0 Lleters lon~ and 150 rncters crl.de surrounded by fencea 
~ri th 10 houses whlch cont2.ined farm harvestin , .. equinment. The houses ::rore 
clestr~)yed 11ith the )00 lLfl of rice that they ~-;ntaine4. It should. be noted 
here that thcso vardens 1-Jere in hro staees c•f cultivation, .one roady for 
harvest and ::lartiully :~;n.thered <md the other in the growing star·e. '.t 
1445 the patr.o:t xnoved out north clone the, river in a colw;m £'ormation to 

.. 

\ 
\ 

~--~ 
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raainte.in cover during tho :novement (ue to the lack o.f' vegetation r,itjacont 
to the river.At about l.SOO tho team reached a j1.mction 1.vhore it L1.md th.?.t 
a finp;e.L· a.lont: the riv: ... or 1-ras to t,he renr of its luft fla:r.tt. The patrol 
leader l·rokB his command into 2 elements, one vrhi ch fanned to the norteast 
c'.lld provic~8d security for the main clement. The main ele,ncnt conducted a 
uheel:Lng s1JeEr(:: to the north:~mst and southHest to se:1.reh the area at :·JT 
960670,. At this location the ro::cr ole:-.tent joiner~ tho mt:;in ulmnent. The 
lst and 3rd elements .m.ovcd south into the finzur .m:~ tho 2nc~ elex,ront 1.iont 
north along thu river. Lc1th elementG fm.md. a .:Jixture cf ~efens:i:ve _)ositions 
cc:1rposed of trenches :'1.nd hunkers.. One thirt: of these ,;ositi ons hncl Icep. 
in recent usc, nn:l they nll faced c:;Dst acrt· ss tho o: .. )(::n reoce p<cJlcliGs. .:-:t 
1600 the c ,)rrnnanc1or in thr, ·ir iJAL',o t~1o c ecis:Lon to ' ffcct c.;xtraction of the 
yatrol. .A t this tL10 the: 3d vler:1ont stayec: in ,Jos:ttion :?.lcm;:: the river, 
tho 2< 1

. c.Lement cx:nJ:l:.::_n we' 'S\2·ee·pinc; north, 0ncl the lolt olr:nent ct·ntinuec't 
s: 7ee·<>ing south. It u :.s durinc~ this time that the lst ~;lemont uncovered 
one ~r the I:10St ].mportarrt Hn<';s cf the day. In the southern p~1l'G oi' thb tin· er 
area , n lar;='u headquarters coxrr:Jlex 1vas locatc,d. ..It i\tl'lS cor:nosed n1' htYLlSes · 

kitchens; 111<:'-chine s},,,J:,)S bricd:'inr; rco1r1s, ~JouU.:ry<~nd livostock compoun(ls, 
and a soph:i.stici1.ted clocking •oint. At thD s:-·me time the 2rl element to the 
north fuund a cornpl<3J( al::mst i~ienticalt.o the s~mthm•n one ,,n_ thin a distonce 
of 5CO 1:1ctern of each other. The c>Jm>lex to the ::r. uth 1...re.s in the : eneral 
vic of 1rJT ~61667 ~ The ccn,1lox to the north vms in the vlc of l'IIT 961675. 'l'hc 
3ll element Has cxtractccl a.t 1615. The c~ocis~: .. on vm.s ma-:.'.e at this time· 
to continue the S1i'l'-!ep nc·rth by the 20. elr.:;ment viih ile await.inr; oxt.ract.ien .... 
r,t \';'I' f)6t6 78 ~'"· C~ . .:nal r,uri.li.ing E.l2.St to 1<i8St \:as ('iscovercc~, about 3m ete:rs 
vride and 150 ;:eters lc·n • 2 bunl:;:crs coYOJ..'CJd the ontre..nce to thu c::mal. 
It lo.:>.cl to a rice ];3.c'.dy 1..rhich >ns j~"Gady for ht' .. t>vest ~ 1·re1l usud trail 

fro1;1. the c<~na1 to the rJ.ce pac~d:f vms lai(1_ 1-:ri th J:J,..l4 ·.d.ne", It was not 
-oossible n.t this time to C'.mtinuo cle.st.ruct.ion net~vitin::; clue to limited 
timo and :mo:tm~:i.:'.l. J:t """'-S hm,rever tc remove the 1:uD: f m'-tch:i.nery 
~i.terns and throw them j_n tho river, F uth elemerrts thon move•'. to ~xfil tr~ti·, n 
LZ t s ancl were retur:rh.::.~ to tLe FOB, 

(2) errain~ The soil confirtk'1.ti::'m 1.n th.i.s area v· riEJ3 
from :mJ\1. en the rlvor 'u,_nk to hard ;;>aclmd sand (~trectly D.'.q.jacent to the 
ri vcr t:2nk ittF:lf. .Gorier;:Q1y the: arB!'. is opon o.nd farmed, tut circu.Il"-"'llt­
od hiJ;c', parnllcled on the rsast "311C.. He·st by hoP:vy jun;:;lo and the river. 
:Ii th tho- exco:Jtion of s '•.J.e r:u'l.rshy 0.r::;e.s tr,:·.ck •rchicle s coulc~ JilOVl: c~1sily 
in a north south nd.s '-:i th ample su;_)port 2..ncl nanouv·or spr:.co. 

(3) rier;ntive 

(b) Ne;ativ<:; 

(5) l~ction uJon 0 ncountE::ring the 6 ,nemyg noe ~)nra d (l) 

(l) Location: l>.::;>px 200 meters north 0f infil LZ on river 

(2) Str<.m: th~ l 

( 5) Un:i.f or:m R i 'rmm ii:haki 

(l) :?rienh1y Losses~ 

(a) li:Il'" 2 TIIDIG 

(b) HL:.. r USASF, 2IHDIG 

(2) ner;Jy Losses 

(2.) Kli\. l 



g. Significant I.ctivit.ies: 

(1) N/A 

t2) N/A 

(3) N/A 

(4} Jtl.sc: This search .::md. destroy mission has confirmed 
the fact that the are~t l)n.trc,lled is n maze of farms m.placed to feed VC ./ 
elements training in the area. 

h.. 'til~$ rlission Accom)lished: Yes. S:l.ze of the patrol li1dted 
the amount of. materials 12vailaule to complete coJl!.?rGhensive anc~ long last­
ing dc::Jtruction. 

i• l1ocornmenc~.ations and Conclusions: If the VC '"nd VA oper,..,.tinr; 
here cannot .feed their tr"'inees nnd infiltratinc elemens the V'llue of nw.in­
taining their com)lexcs in this area vl'ill be greatly reduced. It is some­
t:i.mes difficult to cJestroy bas-- crunps ond troop concentrations, this is 
not the case ith t;ar·'ens m d farms w·hich hnve existed unmolested in trar 
Zone 11C11 for the last bvo years, if not longer. The mnch:Lnery, bu5_ld:tnr;s, 
and r.:ocking noints, plus varied and sundry other 'Joints in tho AO are dir­
c~cted to1>rarc.s the proc~uctiori of food crops throughout the year, tvith tr:ms­
portation means avD.:tlEJ.ble 1 :oth Ly ulater abd overla11''· at hr1.t"te:>t time. 
S:ituatton rE;:x•rts and dobriofinc;s prepare ru1d forT.vard•,;d by Det h-36 during· 
Operation Rapid Fire V has pirrpointEJd not onJ..y these VC fB,rm areas Lut 
the t.raininr:; c i!ploxcs and troop concent.ro.tio :~ns that they support to the. 
nort1.<. and south aL'nr.: the river from below the Lo~o road to l,,TT 974977. 
~·m all enc annassing list of recommendations c: . .nd conclusions v.rill be in"..,. 
eluded in the J'Jlli for this 6peration, l1m.vevor it is sincerely felt that a 
mass:i.vc air !'l.nd land O)eration should bu launched r.:.s soon as possible. to 
der:troy and deny this area to use by the enemy oncG ancl for all. 

l'fote: 1:.. minimal runount of c •pturcd documents lsft b hind in the ?.rea have 
been fnuarde hy Se.fe Hand to Co A. 
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lh- K77A rDispemFu·y of 82 7 With a 
of 8oi'Ddfvidu:lls • Koy ot:rson rec.orde:l arc: Dr 
Nguy~~ T:rtn i~al (Bn XG; i~l t.h.:; ~:omm;:md CoW<.~~} t~e ~f-
\Jnit) , Dr Bui V ru1 " p.:~n XC) .. ."ied.i.c N gu.yen Van {long 

· ) : Tf "·"' Tr · "O) (Co CC and Dr v t:rn "'"m A' • 

!,y '\ 
\ U I 

Full Trans1:Jt.ion •rlll follc~o; 
1..mder Ii:Ji!f. 6 02h5 68 

CDEC COl·ll'IJE:NT: -----
Elem!imta of Oroup 8CIC. 

(C) Not-E:bo~:)k ~ i:"'3ntricf~ d:~;_t··:·:d .froxn fo. .. pr to Oet fi- L;(), 

) ' , by a mt:Jmber of ":Ho~in SOC 'l.rt'l.ining Re-
placement Bn.; Group So c.ont,ains notes 
on the daily ancrn;;t /Pt~:'>lAF/ , 
R7lUF'7 activities from Oct 67-in H1:lCtoi.vc.':l. C.DI,:: 
V:c.11~ge "($ (Ti L~:~1n), n~:9 in the areas of 8 
Lo Go, Cao Su Ra) J ;:,o:~ $ Tu Bang, Tar·, 
~f'), ---; • :.1 ·._ ;~ ,/ ~-. ~ n ··- ... :... r·) ..., ,~· ·~· · t t ~ 0 + ,,la.~, :l0£i."l!U(>,.,.1 anc.. uCl.!•t;; ,,Url.~·",, JJ SL.~U~l·:ton il6p0l'<> 

dated 9 , prepa:n;d for the of the 
;~o C>f ~oan 80C, infornLs Cl', , that 
t~nc e:;r~m;r ~rouJ .. d ru Lrcl tnc 1\l'e,s.:s of Ba'l,l 
~ r 1... " , In ( l'' "'"'·· ., "'· .• , ., + , .. •·" • ·<' C '> .,.,.,d \ 1 (l) ,,, ti:UY<w'l anG . am \ "l o ...• ,,_r .LO• .. ·' .. d.c,lu \.l ... ! '""'' W.~" . 

aJld.~ <iire (' ts 1.1Jli t5 tc pre;_!.~,_!"!~': fo;:· ' r:;unt(~r ·~1~~rcep 
i ,i .... 

op~::rations~ Another Sitt;.nti.on 1 dated 12 l'1tay 
' 1.1 ,, . ,.., .... il:t· '"·./ ' f)7, signt:d 1::9' •~goe K :i.eu for t.tte 1?1 1:.or.,.n , uUt~1 

informs IU6, 77 1 L~, 1')5, L1Cl, B:.:. and r;'l4-
that from the lLth to the tmci of , Doin 80C 
would coordinate with th'' forcos of two /ff!I7 
villages,"to est.oolish a rlight ambush aJ.onr.r Road 
itlj, Th3ng tnfat Ho•Jd and i~ +J'c ~~.re.q of T::i Bftng 
indic~_i.t.es th~.t ad._~J"t?f3!3~~:;~3 shr:)11l,CJ aut11oriile 
psr!Jonnel to ent~;.r the;;;e '"L~-·~:a.s. ot1wr s.·.i tu<:>.t:i.o~< 
neports, dated goc Ki~u for j 
~froaJ'1 80, tnfQrins , 1S5, Dispent 
:Bry, 77, H16 and ATK to 7, a 1 
ntu:nber. of ~:::nemy t"Lw::on Lra.ted the 3X'ea of; 
L9' Ki~;m ifl the nignt r>f 21 !·LV c7, and recn,nrwcnds i 
·1ddross:,:us to patrol their :;.r,:.a~< in t)rd~Jr to c"'~+:,turt 
these enl;;'!my ngcnts. An act1vity for Jun 67, 
revr:als that Tl3 was tu !'t'~''- J.,:~· from 
ic 7 '?, Cl 1nd ll on 1 ,Jun, w·l t,h"", Do =in _7 ~ 
WM -to ~e.ceivE:; ~rut~ 'i'rtfo'm~ 9 · 
{:pos s 9th VC a poli tie a: 
ra-c:ri•3r, t::tticltl ccuL;, f'rcw1 7 to , and to or L 
ga.nize 'l ]lis t,r·ict Unit. A!l und::1.t~,;d situation H.eporf 
l. nt' 'i'Y1'" I (' 7 t p 'l { '' n·. '. "'".IT"V "'?/"' r:5 ~ _ ... or ~li4.J / ._,._ . •. , \) •:- ... nu .l.i._, ~ .. ·:ts~.··tH . .,_J};~-.w-l t>. .... ..~...;; , 

Recon UnTt~t Hl6 an.d Dl6 th'tt a rru.lnber of enemy 
rec,m agents })Em<;trat<:!d tho area 'of 
a District Unit and re~u~sts addrGS!le~Hi to est.wlis 
an ambush and t,o patroJ.. :ln ;,~n '® dtacover . 
the sc enemy agep. ts. i\n Order, datc.)d 2!ii Jul 67, 1. 

1 

A J .,J1 ...,. " • 

signed by Nguyen v6.n So 1 Assistant CO u.r the CQ 
of the Boii:n, informs tlofu'! H~, D.i.spenl!r~ and til 
6, '(, 0 and ll that the enemy t4'0ttld pOSSibly pqtrcl 
ViUage 7:~, and instructs subordim~.ta uni t.s 
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C011FANY A 
:; ~-~ ,::;.:.~:L,,_~·;: 'T. :t···:l')_j_;:;,'j Gil.Ot,;· . (AIRBOR!\TF . .) ; tS'l'-'-SEE'.c:r.AL_YORCES 

' .APO 96227 

SUB,lJ!-:.CT : ~--:rNTEB.HOGl\ TI ::m HSPORT 
(Infiltrator) 

TO: See Distribution 

Report number: 03-01-68 

Date of interro1;c.+ion: 06 Jan 68 

Classification: l\1\TA 

1 0 January 1968 

Disposition: Company A7 5th SF (Abn), ·1st SF, Bien Hoa, RVN 

--ooOoo--

J: ul1 na:m.s: NGUl'EN Vll.l\J CU 

Aka: None 

Date and place of capture: 061126 Jan 68 at XT 150878. 

Circuwd.:::c:.l':"' of capture: Source was captured while he was lJ.unting. 

I. BIO DATA: 

Full name: NGUYEN VAN CU 
Date and place of bir.,~l: 24 Oct 1946 at HIEP HOA district, HA BAC 

province~ North Vietnam. 
Parents name: Father: NGUYEN VAN SO 

:Mother: NGUYEN THI CON 

Occupation: Rice farmer 
Religion: Buddhist 
Harital status: Single 
Education: v-iri tes and reads 
Resided: HIEP HOA district; JIJ-1. BAC province, North Vietnam. 
Social affiliaticn: Hiddle farmer. 
Political affiliation: Comraunist 

II. BACKGROUND LCTIVITIES: 

From 1946 to 1965: Source was a small boy1 lived with his family 
and worked in rice fields. 

1 

awn ded at 12 year intervals 
D gra t' lly d cclassified 
Not al,ltoma lea 
DOD- DlR 5200 -10 

From 1965 to 196B: Served '-'Ji th VC . 

{'!]!YFl/)l~N Tl [J! 
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r~oN F7D£N Tl r:J L 
SUBJECT: INTERROGATION REPORT ,..-10 Jan 1968 

III. EXPLOITED INFOR.Hi'>.T::ON: 

Source stated that he was drafted on 21 March 1965, He was trained 
in HAl DUONG province for 4 months. Training included: Firing (AK 47, 
AK 50), digging foxholes, tunnels and burucers. 

Source stated that in July 1965 he finished training and was assi­
gned to the H-19th Engineer company, 611th battalion, 219th regiment. 
The mission of his companu was to dig tunnels and foxholes to be used 
for protection against air ~aids. On 05 August 1965, H-19 Engineer 
Company infiltrated into SVN. llfter 3t months his comp~ny reached 4th 
Backe post (this post is in SVN). His infiltration group was called 
611th group and included 300 men. \mile the group was infiltrating 
there were approx 20 men who contacted n4iliria. Source had malar-ia in 
4th Bac Ke post and stayed in a hospital which is located in the 4th 
Bac Ke post, 5 days walking distance from 6th VJ.ilitury Region. When 
source was released from the hospital he was again assigned to H-19th 
Engineer company. At that time, the location of H-19th Company iiW.S in 
6th military region. Strength of H-19th company was approx 80 men. 
The units mission in 6th military region was to build roads and trails 
for the VC. His unit was located in 6th military region for 11 months. 
The H-19th Engineer Compru1y was disbanded ru1d source was assigned to 
1st Squad, 2nd Platoon, C-25th Engineer Company, located in TAY NINH 
province. C-25 LBN 86200YK/B5 of 5th regiment is subordinate to COSVN. 

Ore;anization of C-25 Engineer Company: 

CO: NHAN 
XO: QUYNH 
PO: KHOAN 

C-25 Compru1y has 3 platoons, each platoon has 3 squads, each squad 
has 9 members. 

Platoon leader of 2nd platoon (Source's platoon): HOJU~G. 

Squad leader of 1st squad (Source's squad): QUAN 

¥J.ission of C-25 company is to set up mines and dig tunnels. 

Source stated that he has been in C-25 Company approx one_month. 
His comapny has had no contact with S~~ or US forces. During the day, 
C-25 company has patrols outside the base cn.rnp perimeter from 0500 hours 
to1000 hours and during the night they patrol inside the base camp from 
2100 hours until 0500 hours the next morning. The base c~~p is located 
vic XT 1787 and has 10 bcilding in each building they have dug foxholes. 
Around the base cmap there are trenches, tunnels. They have planted 
DH. 10 mines (claylllore) in the North, South, East and West side of the 
base camp. The bc.se ct.mp hn;p only. ono -on trance,._. C.;.25 Conpany has AK 
rifles caliber 7. 62 but no machine guns or mor-tar. There are approx 
3 claymore mines set up t~ong side the trail that leads to the entrance 

2 

C 0!'1 f/ DF NT I ?lJ 



----·-
.;......---.....----.- ·····..-,r-----.,....... . I 

"-""-~~,_,_---- ' --...:::; 

1ef Jan 1968 

of the base cau1p. There are abouUO- :men. ... (.l71Vk-the~ SVN·) in the 
base camp. Every 6 or 7 days a. detail of 6 men departs toward the Cam­
bodian border to pick up rice and foodstuff. The supplies includes rices, 
dry fishs, salt and Nuoc Mam. 

Source did not know of any rice or weapons c~ches. He has not seen 
any American or SVN POW's in the area. 

IV. INTERROGA'fOR: SP /6 BENITEZ 

INTERROGATOR'S GON:i:v'iENT: Source in many instances contradicted 
himself and denied havj.ng any knowledge as f~r as places and directions4 
I believe he is holding information. Recor.rmend further interrogation 
in regard to COSVN infrastructure and locations. 
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OPORD: OPERATION RAPID FIRE V 

~ 

~,. of · Copies .....,.__ .~ 

Det. B-36, 5th SFGA 
Long Hai, RVN 
4 December 1967 

RE:f!'FRENCE: MAPS, VIETNAM, 1.:$0)1 000,. 6JJ1 I, 613~' II,. 62'31 II, 62::32: III, 
623z; IV, Series L7016 / · 

T.;::.3K 03GN: CO A, 5th SFGA,, Special Task Force Rapid Fire (Det B;..36), 
Det B-32., .Arrrry Svn Supt (5 UH-lD, 3 UH-10 (UTT}, ~ 0-1 Radio 

R.elay~ 10 UH-lD on Cal:t.), USAF FAC (1, 0-1 Acft), 23rd .Arty Gp. 

1.,. (C) SITUATION: 

a& Enemy Forces: (Annex A) 

b. Friendly Forces: 

(l) II FFV OPCON and Gen Supt~ 

(2) CO A, 5th SFGA: Comd and Supt"' 

(3) Det B-32: Coord/I.N 

(4) Tay Ninh East and W'est: Avn Facilities 

(5) Atty: OS tii FFV Assets) 

"'... ~"-":.achments and Detachments: (Eft 060800 Dec 67) 

(1) 5 UH-lD Aci't: (II FFV Assets) 

(2) 3 UH-lC (UTT) Acft: (II FFV Assets) 

(3) Two 0-1 Radio Relay Acft: (II FFV Assets 

(4) One 0-1. FAC Ac~t (II FFV Assets) 

2., (C) MISSION: Special Task Force Rapid Fire conducts special operations: 
commend:.-;.5 .U Day, 08 December 19671 in designateq A0 1s to develo-p-Combat 
Intell and satisfy EEI. 

J. (C) EXECUTION: 

a.. CONCEPl': Special Task Force Rapid Fire establishes FOB at 
Tay Ninh Ea.St, XT 204510, beginning 5 Dec and emplays eight IRRP teams within 
AO Bear beginning 08 Dec to accomplish tm mission and assigned tasks. Two main 
force platoon will secure the FOB (Tay Ninh East) and provide ready reaction 
tor patrols committed in the AO/ All USAF and Army Avn Support will be located 
at the FOB. Indirect fire support provided by 2~:rd Arty Bp. 'TAC air on call 
thru USli..F FAG. UTT 1 s provide armed Recon and close Air Support on call" 

Downgradfd at 12 year intervals 
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operators. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
b. Company A, 5th SFGA 

(1) S-2 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

Provide area study of AO Bear. 

Furnish up to date info on enemy, weather and 

./' 

Coordinate Phote coverage~ 

Provide required map coverage c 

Provide a Pa~ collection point of handling Prn~ 1 s 

(f.) Coordinate and provide other Intel as required~ 

(2) S-3 

(a) ProlVide Liasion with II FFV as required., 

(b) Provide necessary frequenci~s and commo support" 

(3) S-4 Provide logistical support as required. 

(4) ALO: Provide required coord with USAF~ 

Co Det B-36 

(1) Provide 6 USASF for Command and Control Plus S radio 

(2) Establish FOB and Commo Center .. 

d. Det A-]61., Provide one Recon and one main force Platoon., 
Strength of this force will be 8 USASF, 2 LRRP 1s and 50 VN Nationals. 

e,. DGt A-.362. Provide one Recon and one main force platoon .. 

Strengt.h ..-,: t.l.':· force will be 8 USASF, 5 IRRP 1s and 60 UN Nationals c. 

f. Det A-302. Provide one Mike Force Company as ready reserve,. 
This unit will be operational in AO Mongoose. 

go Det B-32: Coord and Liasion. 

ho US Army Avn Supt (II FFV Asset) 

(1) Provide continuously, five helicopters capable of 
carrying at least six combat equipped soldiers. The ships must also be 
able to hover at an altitude of 100 feet during infiltrations and extrac-· 
tions 1,rtt,h t.:-:j.R nurober of personnel on board. 

(2) Provide a ten slick scrruable on two hour alert" 

ded at 12 year intervals· 
l)oWngra . if d 
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support .. 

cc ~FIDENllAL 
(3) Provide three UT'I''s capable of performing c.:::>se ail~ 

(4) Provide continual Radio Relay on a 24 hour Basis,. 

L, 23rd Arty Gp: GS 

j. TAC Air Support •• 

(1) Immediate: on call thru FAC to III DASC, ~~ien Hoa 

(2) Preplanned : On call thru III DASC, 

k. SAC support: A..TtC LITE and Quick Run Strikes on call thru 
the II FFV, Long Binha 

1.,. Coordinating Instructions:: 

(1) MSF 361 and 362 provide additional USASF 1 I.RRP and VNN, 
Cambodian, personnel as required. 

hosti.le., 

(2) All. mines and booby traps will be self destructive. 

(3) A1l personnel contacted 'Within the AO are considered 

(4) De~isive engagement will be avoided unless defeat of 
the enemy in (1'9tail is calcuated. 

(5) Assets of CO A, 5th SFGA, d:~signated to support Opn 
Rapid '>'-: """' 'T 1,-..-t 11 ne attached off o6b800 Dec ~1 unless by VOCG. 

(6) This plan is effective for planning upon receipt. 

( 7) Comma to higher Hqs will be direct to B-32 and by 

RTT to Co A, 5th SFGA. 

4~ (C) Ad~inistration and Logistics: 

a, Administration: 

(1) A roster of all Rapid Fire V personnel Hill be prnvided 
to Co A and Long Hai. A third copy will be maintaine<l at the I'OB (TOC), Tay 
Ninh., 

(2) All personnel will ensure emergency Data Cards are 

(3) ID Tag's will be the only ID carried by personnel 

operating; in or over the AO .. 

(4) Casaulties will be reported as soon as possible 
using SOP direct to Co A, 5th SFGA. 

D . 
xv:UWade-d. at 12 . 
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L0NFID.$NTli\L 
(5) US dead will be taken to Co A, 5th SFGA, Bien Hoa .ASAP. 

(6) US and VN Nationals wounded will be evacuated to 45th 
MUST Hospital Tay Ninh West). 

{7) VN Nationals slightly wourtdE3d will be treated at the 
FOB .. 

(8) All PaNts and documents will be process thru the FOB 
to Co A~ 5t.h SFGA, Bien Hoa,. ~"· 

(9) Medevac: All wounded wil:l be medevaced using Det B-36 
attachGd Avn Resounces. 

b. IOOISTICS: 

{1) An emergency resupply of ammo m d medical supplies 

will be on hand at the FOB, Tty Ninh East, for deli very by he]i.copter. 

(2) Additional. supplies of all classes will be procured 
from Co A. ~th SFGA as required .. 

(3) Class t: 

(a) Personnel committed to the AO will be issued 
one Indig and one C-Ration per day. 

(b) Personnel not committed will eat clP..ss A 
rationP~ ::':'E'?a.re"l at the FOB Mess Tent • 

(h) Class II SOP 

(5) Class III SOP 

(6) Glass IV SOP 

(7) Class V SOP 

5, fr:j GOT·TI"1AND AND SIGNAL 

a~ SIGNAL: Current SOI in Effect. 

b., COM:r.IJAND: 

(1) CO, Co A, 5th SFGA, Bien Hoa over-all commander of aU 
Co A assets. 

(2) CO Det B-36 has command and control over all elements 
operat; /"'\"' ~;::..t,hin t,he A.O, 

East)~ 
(3) CP will be Co-Loce.ted with the FOB/TOC (Tay Ninh 

;c ISTRIBu .~. .i ·-.:"~ . ·:;,:::;;".'TAL 
ANNEXES : A. Jl~'l'EL B. OVERlAY 
OFFICIAL 
CRICHTON 

JANE'S G. GRITZ 
MAJ lN 
Commanding 

CONFID~NTi/lL. 
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.CONFlDb-·Nlrlr\L ;, . Oopf . of . . Copies 
Det· ~· 5thSFGA 
l.9ng· R$,i.r RVN · 
· 4· De.cember 1967 

ANNEX A (INTELLIGENCE) TO OPLAN RAPID FIRE "'l~ 

REFERENCE: a.. Maps, AMS JOG (G) Series L7016, Seale 1:50,00Q, sheets 62.32 
III, 6232 IV. 

./ 

b G· Ta.tical Terrain Study Base Areas: Tay N:ihh and Vicinity • 
. Hqs MAGV J2' dated 15 October 1967. 

~.. (G) SUMMARY OF ENEMY SrrUATION: 

a. Current order of battle does not indicate the presence 
of any major VG/NVA units in the AO, however, the Hqs 7th NVA Div with support 
elements a~d the 271st VG Regiment are all located vicinity XT599.3 and it 
is probable that elements of these units may be in or near AO/ 

b. Reference b indicates the presence of numerous well uae4. 
trails leading into RVN from Cambodia and it is problble that the enemy is 
using the area as a major infiltration route. 

2. (G) ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION TO BE COLLECTED WITHIN THE AO. 

a. What is enemy strength, disposition, composition and unit 
identification? 

b. What are the locations of base camp 1 command and control 
fa.ctl:tt,;f!l'1 "?'ld logistical ::::"J.pport activities within A01 

c. Will the enemy fight to preserve base camps or will they 
withdraw? Kf they will fight, determine with what forces, when and with 
what supporting arms. If they V>rill withdraw, determine t-o where and by 

. what routes using what means of transportation. 

d. Will the enemy reinforce his forces within the AO? If so 
when, from where, and with what forces? 

e. Determine the use of trails, roads, and waterways with 
respect to type of traffic, volume nad frequency of use. 

f. What activities are being carried out within tha AO by 
VC/NVA units, where, in what strengths, and with what effectiveness. 

3o Rc~uest for information and assistance: Company A, 5th SFGA is 
requeste~ to furnish: 

the AO. 

a. Maps of the AO 

b. Photo coverage of the AO 

c. Prisoner detaining facilities for POl>l~s captured within'·· 

-d at 12 year h~ 1 f'';'·.<-> 
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4"' (C) COUNTERINTELLIGENOES: 

a~ Military Security: Cornmahders w:l.:ll !-ake all active and 
passi\~e measures to preserve_ the security of' this. operati?n, to include: :> 

;. . . . . 

. ·· (l) Limit~tion C"i.' the nrlmber of personnel with knowledge 
of the mission and AO to thc>se. )rith a need to know.;, . · ./ ·· · · · · 

· (2) Strict, Adher~nqe. to established procedures concerning 
the handling of classified documents and niaterial. 

(3) Insuring that indigEihou~t persgnhel having acces~ to 
areas connected with the operation do not _gain kno-Wledge of the operation~ 

b. Oonmrunicatic>p.s SecuritY•· 

(1) Only those C.RYTOORAPIUO systenls and codes authorized 
by US National Authority will be 1,1Sed for eleatr:i.9al communiCations 1'9Q.Uire¢ 
protection. · · ·· 

5. -(C)' .. M!SCELLANEOUS : · · 
' ' ' . ~. : . . 

a, Instruo+.ibns f'or exfiltration. of VI!> PQir.P s td.li be 
requested subsequent tb capture;. 

. . b. All captured dotliments and equipment will be reportec;i to 
do Al 5th SFoA.. . · 

c. PO.rJis will be intefl'ogated at FOB for immediatly useable 
infOrmation and them evacuated to Co A, 5th SPUA. · · · 

DISTRIBUTION: . SPECIAL 

OFFICIAL: 

NUNEMAKER 
S-2 

JAMES G. GRITZ 
MAJ · IN 
Commanding 
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ANNEX. H J SUPPLEMENTARY INFOR11,A.TION: 
C a NFW ENTIAt 

l, The following information and comments are included in the 
body and annexes of this After Action Report. However, it is 
that due to the fact ·t,hese statistics and other media may elude the 
reader they are ra. ',\f.lized in this attachment. 

ae During the conduct of Operation Rapid Fire V a total of 
seventeen (17) helicopters Here struck by enemy fire. Ten (10) of 3 

<.:l1e se .., ~ , ,·, .. ~ - ;spc~..,-- , : thrr' c ;?c~6' ser:i:ausly 
&ru.r,agc.Cl.., S·, '')Il n· ;hr J, =· · '1 .s-hit · :;. various times but returned,.. to 
station under their own powere 

b.. The statistics belmv are a resume of B-52 strikes and 
assessments: 

XT 245952 
XT 202961 
WT 99761_~1 

Ground assesed by Det B-36 
Air assesed by Det B-36 
Air assesed by Det B-36 

25th Div Request 
2Sth Div Request 
B-36 Request 

c.. ]follcwing is a list of :S-52 strikes requested~ 

1r.JT 980680 (Received but ord11ance dropped at WT 997641, as 
indicated in paragrr.lph b. above). 
XT 088881 (Not reeeived) 
XT 115890 (Not received) 
XT 095921 (Not received) 
X'l' 085915 (Kot, received) 

d. The ll'(;Joodcutterll are2. indicated on Operations and Intelligence 
Overlay attached as Anmx G is of special interest. Wit}J.in this area · 
Vietnamese loggers are allm·red to travel freely with the permission of 
the Province Chief. is lmo1L! through interrogation reports and information 
received freely fro;n these >voodcutters tr1at the follm·ling Viet Cong 
activities take plc.ce :i..l:~ thic zone. 

(1) Loggers cornmuni:;ate w:tth the VC end cooperate with their 
desires in order to cu·c T .. mod in the area. 

(2) Truck o-vmers are taxed at pre-arranged times in order 
to enter and the area. 

(3) VC limit the moYemont of the woodcutters and dictate 
the areas that can bo used in orde:r' not to interfere with the movement, 
cover, anl:l co::-.tcealment of Viet Gong units, either local or main force~ 

0+) Logger trucks are used for the transport of VC locals, 
who are in some cases ~Prorking as -;.;roodcutters. 


