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DEI' AR'llUNT 0 F 'lHE AlMY 
HEADQUARTERS 2.5'1H INFAN'ffiY DIVISION 

1U'O San Francisco 96225 

Al!DCDI 14 November 1967 

SUBJECT: Oper-atimal Report for- Quarterly Period Ehdi.ng 31 October 1967 
(RCS CSRJR-65) (BC) . 

'10: S~ DIS:!'RIBJ'ITON 

Lo ca tior.: Vicinity CU em:, CU em: Base Camp ( XT6J.i.7153) 
1 

RVN 
Reporting Officer: l·!ajor Gene~~al F. K. Hearns 
Preparai by: Captain Howard c. Hanning, 00, 18th Military 
History Detachment 

1. (C) Sisnificant Organizational Activities. 

a. Operatioll!l. 

( 1) Gerl.ercJ.. There were three major operations l battalion 1 
size or larger) an.d 11 198 sma.l.l unit actions conductai by the 25th Infantry 
DiVision during the quarter. All majQr operations and 191 of the 311Pll 
unit actions resulted in enemy contact. 

(2) The 25th L1fantry Division Honsoon Campaign which began 
in Hay, continua:i throughout the reporting period. The mi.>sion of the r 
division in the .Honsoon Campaign ranaine:i the same: to a:mduct offensive 
operations "''i th er.Jphasis in populated areas, to destroy VC/~JVA forces 
ani installations, to secw-e lines of cou':l.unications (LOC 1s), to :rupport 
the Goverrunent of Viet :lam (GVN) Revolutionary Devclc:::ment Program arrl 
to reinforce Free l·brld Hilitary Assistance Yorcc:J and GVN forces as 
dircctca. An added mission v:as to provide distar1t security and a re-
<J.ction force <.hen callei upon to aid the security of the Vie::tn~ese 
ll.:l.:;ion3.l. Elections. 1.1-Je three: operations of KO..:..lli.oLE, BAP.KI!G SJu'I[)S 
::!I!d DIAl·U)!ID J-IE;J) continuEd. within the d ivi::;ion Is Tactical A~-ea of 
1:1. tercst ( TAOI) • 

(a) r:OUXOLE ( 14 l·!ay 1967- Continuing), 'fr.is operation 
continue:i as a search a.'1d destr-oy operJ.tio:-1 conducts:i by the 2:i Brigade, 
25t..'1 Inf;mtry Division, i.'1 1!.\U lJGHIA 211d ·:;,.y lH!-Ji ProT...nc8s. Du.IT11g the 
r.::.onth of August, t.'le operac -i.o:J employo:i c•::i.y tWJ of L'le 2d Bri£rilie 1 s bat­
talions, the t!~rd being aJ..'3.: i'I'JI:J. tl~e area -...-!;.ile oper2.ting lL'1der the 
operational c.:mtrol o.t.' the 9L! Infantry Division for Operation UlliONIDWN. 
Increased AHVN p.:u-ticipation in Operation i'OUY.OLE servo:i to lessen the 
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effect or the us batta;lion 1s absmce. A significant action took place 
loihen the C'ombina:i Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon (CIUP) 1 o::msisting 
of the Reconnaissance Pla toon 1 1st lb. 1 27th Inf, and the HAU NGUA 
Province Intelligence Platoon (of Regional Forces) supported by gun­
ships, reacted to intellignece and engaged a VC reconnaissance clement 
':'rom LONG AN Province, resulting in 27 VC Killed in Action (KIA) 1 veri­
fia:i b~· body oount (BC). A sigp.ificant loss to the VC nccurre:i during 
the period from 5 - 8 August 1 ...tlen the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 5th 
Infantry locatai axtensi ve ammu.:U. tion caches a.rrl factories around LOG 
GIANG (XT426155) along th~ ORIENTAL River. Itens recovered includEd 
a metal lathe, 1000 unfinisha:i anti-personnel (1\P) mines, over 100 
artillcry1 .nortar ard recoilless rifle rounds, sufficent oaterial to 
muke 5)0 6renades an.l several hundred pounds of tools. Huch of tlrl.s 
equip:nent wa:: found i."1 large earthenware crocks Wriai in the mui along 
the shores of the ORIENTAL River and was detectable. only at low tide. 

Dt!ring Sept=hcr Oper::ttion KOLEXOLE shiftai to northern HAU NG!UA 
and soutln-rcstcrn T.nY NINH Provinces 1 ·Wti.le ARVU opcration:J in southern 
H;,u I!GHIA Province incrcas0d. The 1st Battalion (Hechaniz.Erl), 5th 
:nf<1..'1try conducte:i extensive diS!!lounted night ambusr. patrols arot;nd 
LOC GI:JiG1 .Jnd 2~ong the ORIENTAL River, ;..'hich rcs,;ltai in 14 VC KIA 
(BC) from ten cngagei:Jen ts. During the L':l.st part of Septemb&r the 1st 
~d 2d Battalions, 27~ Infantry engb{;ed scattercl VC Hest of the 
ORI::::::TAL River1 . resulting in the capture of a VC Prisoner of War (P\'l) t 
v.f10 revealu:l the location of the 269th VC Battalion. The 1st Bat­
ta.lior,, 27th Infantry oorrlucto:i airr.J.ooile assaUltS in reaction to thio 
intelligence. TI:roughout th.i& operation VC PH and HOI C!iJJ•IH (ralliers 
u.::der t.l-)e CHIEU !-!01 or OPEl! . .:..R.,:s Progra:n) have provided the 2d Brig<lde 
1.-.ith r..uch infomation. 

Opr.ratba KOLEKOLE continued thl"CJUe;h October \,r:ith Emphasis on search 
and destroy ope!'::tions, supple:J.ented ;.ri th pacific;:J.tion operations, in 
f'.}.U !~GHIA, Ti.Y NUIH and Bl!Jl{ DUC:•lC; Provinces. Search ani destroy 
operJ.tions Here char::.cterizo:i by rapid response to intelligence reports 
b ,.,r:i,del;y ::;ep::!.rntcd areas in the division 1s T,\DR. Contact during the 
r.:o:1th ·.·:as \'rith w:ll.l ;md sce.tterai \iC units. 'l\.o signi~icant contacts 
occtlrrcd on 21 and 31 October. On 21 October an esti.:natcd VC platoon 
;.r;:l.s o"!:lservcrl fro::l the nir ;::ovi.ng from a base c&'Tip south of ThY Nnrn 
at ZT17LJ1 The 'iC Here fixed in place by guns!:ips urn:.il A ar.d B 
CJ:~,pa"lie::; of 1st En, 21th Infaz1try vmre 'lirlii'to:i to the area to engage 7 
t.::a.::.. 'lhc rc sul ts of this engagement ':as 18 VC KIA (BC) and nunerous 
.o.z,::n.l.l'lition, weapons and documcmts capturoo. On 31 October the 2ri Dat­
tfil.L~:;., 27th Infantry conducted ::tirnobilc contact assaults nort..'1 of t.'1e 
~~a: ::?.A strca::-, (ZT79:J8) ;md ::1::.de contc.ct ·v:ith the eGO HOtJ Batt.2Jion 
('./C). l:c:.:;ults of thi::; oonbct '.:ere 2'3 '!C r:r;. .. (BC), 2 VC" f'tl. ---

::esults of Opcntion :\OLE:.{OLE w date are: Personnel losses - 679 
':C ;.r;.. (BC), L25 VC !GA. (poss), 1/;:2. '.JC PHs, 1047 detainees and 34 HOI 
c:::.::H. :.:,,tcrial ce!.pturcd- 364 lbs of docu:ncnts, 277 individual weapons, 
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5 crew serve:i weapons. Material. arXI. installations destroye:i .., ~ 
bunkers, 503 military struct:ur~s, 425 tunnels, 387 sampans., 4703 
artillery rounds, mortar ro·..l!lds, RPG-2 rounds, recoilless r ii'le. rounds, 
mines and other eJq>los.i.ve devices, 27.75 tons of. rice and JI),6S4 snaJJ. 
anns rounds. 

(b) BAFKI!JG SANDS ( t8 Hay t967 - Continuing). This 
opcrat:i.on cont:inue:i a5 a pacification operation of the 1st Brigade, 25th 
Infantry Division in CU G:'-11 and TRANG BiJ;G Districts of HAU NGHIA Province 
and PHU HOA District of BINH DUQI>IG Provinces. Numerous sna.ll unit O.ctionsr 
;llich ·include:i Bushmaster (extensiv~ coopany size patrols), Cordon and 
Search of suspected VC ho.-:Ucts, Roadrunner (mine sweeping of roads) and 
Checkmate (road blodcs in unannounced locations to check for VC personnel 
or supplies being ooved by surface tra."lsportation), enabled the brigzde 
to reduce VC capability to move freely. In addition, search a."ld destroy 
missions enplo;ying ainno H.le rom bat assaults into the. IRON TRIANGLE, and 
along the west side of the SAIGON iliver south of the IRON TRIANGLE were 
conducted, wnen intellil.]lece reports located VC units in the area. On 30 
August the 4th Battalion, 9th Ir . .fantry mnductei airmobile assaults against 
an entrenched lC battillion in the IIDN TRIAIJGLE at XT735193. Small axms 
(sA), automatic hGapons (Avl), artillery and airstrikes were d irectoo 
against the VC resulting in 4 VG KIA (BC) 1 11 US KHJ.. and 43 US "rEA. 

Operation viAIMEA., a part of Operation B:..RKING SANDS, was conducted 
from 22 through 26 August. In addition to an organic battalion of the 
1st Brigade, \'lill·iEA includal the 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry placed under 
1st Brigade 1s operational control from the 199th Ligtlt Infantry Bri~ade 
(Separate) 7 and the 2d and 4th Battalions of t.he 7th Regime."lt (ARWJ). The 
operation was oonductal along the RACH TaA., from XT7'JJ7 to the SAlOON 
R:i. ·rer at XT81iP79 a.n:i along the opposite bank of the SAIGON River from 
XT8109 to XT8208. The area of operation was known to be a VC have."l 
because of the thid-:: terrain a.rd extensiYe canals flowing fro1..1 the s;..IOON 
Ri vcr. Thc. operation -..;as designed to drive the VC from the area and to 
destroy their base cm.-.ps a."!d fortifications. Contact throw;Jnut the 
operation v.-as lli:' ted, hov::::ver, to engage:nent of VC in sampans and destruct­
ion of fortifi~ations, many c.f i·.hlc.'1 werf> booby trappe:i. Civic action 
operut:i.ons ~re takm to <.ssist the liD c3dre and population at, nearby TAN 
'llifJJ DJNG (XT7511) and to provide e1o:iical assista:1ce o.t 13m TR..'J1 (XT?22156). 
For further details arld results of t."lis operation see Co:nba.t Operation 
After Action Report for Operation Wills.A, attached as Apr-endix 4. 

Operation B.illKING SIIJIDS v."2.S oontinued throughout September as a 
pacification operation, to v.11i.ch ,,-as adcied the security of jungle clearing 
operations. During 1 - 5 Septe:nber prir:lary anphasis was placed on platoon 
and company size patrols to deny VC units access to populated are:::.s during 
the National Elections {held on Su.rday 3 September). After the elections 
were held jungle clearing operations v.-ere begun in the R.A.rn TRA area, 
<.her<l Operation i.Z:U:HEA ¥.-as conducted in August. The purpose of this 
clearing was to eliminate foliage used by VC units for concealment ....tlm 
moving along the waterways flowing from t.'le SAIGON F..iver. 



Clearing operations :int~nsifiro '1-h~n Ope-ration KUNIA, a part of 
Operation BJ.RKIHG SANDS_. . , .. -:' >'r;. ... ,._ :{• ::>;i.:::··:':er. The brigade roved 
with four battilions (2t'. :, . 1:.~i..h ; o. , .,L~ £..'1., 9th Inf; 4th Ih (l·O, 2)1 
Inf and 3d Ih, 22d Inf) ir'.to the HO ;:{). l'.Oods ?;y lard and aixmobile 
<nmbat assaults. Search a."!d destroy operations were conducted in pre­
paration f'or the arrival of a land clearing tea'!l of thirty Rorr:.e Plows 
(a bulldozer with a sha:-:-v::c:t1 h],~.:l.) }~r'c: at 2.1 angle, constructed to be 
used in jungle clearir:f" .: -~:-:: :· . .t.:::1il), t?!n ?.7:.:: La"ld Clearing Tear., 16Sth 
Ehgr Bn, placed in Di:r"cr:t. ~: •r.r: rt of th:;, 25th Division to clear the 
HO ID '~-bods. Land clP-ari.•.:;::: \·;-~.s bevm on .a:> September. The objective of 
Operation Y.UNIA is to :~ 1. li.rt1':.te the HO .80 '\.<hods as a safe haven for the 
VC through m:r;tensive operations and destruction of VC base camps 
and forces. 

Jungle clearing oper?..tions '1-rere continued through Ocwber as part of ~ 
Operation KUNIA. Oper<'.t.5.o:1 B:ulXING S/JIDS 1-1as continued as a search and 
destroy operation and se.-.c:-ity for jungle clearing operations. Jungle 
clearing was co1:1pletoo :::-1 \.he northern and ~stem parts of the HO lD 
~·bods and continues in the east and south. By the end of Octobt:r 9,645 
acres of' the HO lD W::lcds had been cleared by Rome Plows and by using 
bangcl.ore mrpedoos in areas inaccessible to the Rome Flows. 

Results of Operation B..C..RICING SANJ::S to d:1te are: Persomel lcsses -
320 VC KIA (BC), 769 VC ·.KIA (poss),. 38 VC PWs, 35,001 dei;,a.inf!es and 9 HOI 
CHAiili. M:atcr:iaJ. cptured - 531 lbs of docur:J.ents, 222 indi1ridual l-:eapons, 
18 crew served weapons. i.J.aterial and installations destroyed - 516€) 
IY..L"l.'-\:ers, 67J military structures, 855 tunnels, 120 sampans, 3929 2.rtillery 
rou."11s, mortar rounds, RPG-2 rounds, reooill0ss rifle rounds, Dines, b:.JLJ.bs 
and other explosive devices, 133.75 tons of rice~ 1021 714 s::~all ares round.s. 

(c..:) Diio!·!OND HEh.D ( 18 Hay 1967 - Continuing). This 
oper2.tion was continued by tl:;:;: }i Brig<llie .fro:n its base camps at TAY NINH 
<l.'1d Dh.U TIENG. On 1 August 1967 the ~- Brigade, 4th Infantry Division 
was redc::-.iJn.:l.ted the 'Jd Brig<liie, 25th Infantry Division by Us.hRPAC 
Genercl. 0rder lJurnber 1441 dated 27 July 1967. Autrority cit,ed therein 
;.ms Dil. Hessagc 8212.66, dated 19 July 1967. No movement of troops or units 
;.ms involved in tl1is ro.iesignation. Operation DHJ1DND HEAD was conducto::i 
by the 3d Briga.de, 25th Infantry Division throuGhc.ut the reporting 
period. Search and destroy operations and se.::urity cissions were ccnducte:l.. 
in TJ..Y NINH and BINH DUONG Provinces. In addition, the brigade was re­
sponsible for the security of its two base car.ps and to secure e.'1gineer 
repmr lMJrk corrlucte:i on tne ro::d net\ork in its area of operations (AD). 
The mproveo.ent of the roads in the 'L\Y NUn-! (XT2350), DAU TIE!lG (XT5047), 
SUOI DA (XT2357) area will increase the reaction capabilities of the · 
brigade, a...'1.d make better roads available for civilia...'1 use. Due to the 
so::cUl·ity requirerrrents whim involved tv.o battalions throughout ;.ugJ.st, 
ot.l-.er operations rJere battalion size or smaller. A. sie;ni.fic.:mt action 
occurred on 15 August >hen at1 :>irmobile oordon and search of TI:Wlli JJI 
(XT5J6378) \>"aS oonducte:i by the Battalion, 22d Tnfa."ltry, in a:mjunction 
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wtth Vietnamese Na~ional Police. ResUlts of the operation ....ere 6 VC 
KIA (BC) 1 12 VC PW1 )J detainees of W'lom 15 were classed as civil d&­
fendants, and 1 HOI (}IANH. Subsequent information from this action 
brought about the capture of an additional PW in DAU THNG. In Septanber 
the brigade conducted n'l.l!llel"'US small unit actions to provide security 
for the elections held for the Vl.etna:nese presidency and parliament. 'Ihe 
additicn of the 2d Battalion, .34th Anoor (-) to th.e brigade on 22 
September enabled the brigade to resume multi-battalion ·size operations. ..J_ jt:-
'Ihe first ph1:1::;•.: of an extensive pro:,ect to prevent the use of tl;le 1' IT'-
MICHELIN Plantation locata:i next to 1::1\U TIENG (:' .. 75047) by VC forces. 
'Ihe population ooutheast of the plantation was relocated to a rafUBee 
center at LAU 'JH~ (XT8605) 1 :thereby eliminating oources of support for 
the vc. Seventy-four families were relocated by use of CH-47 aircraft. 
Extensive psydlological op~;~·ations (PSYOPS) exploited this relocation 
which was accomplishEd by 1.i:1 and /JlVN troop units. Other ;..orkers lining 
on the pll'l.ntation and more villagers living oouth of the plantation 'Will 
l:.e relocated. 

Ir.. October, the brigade anployed .o.ulti-battalion operations and 
smaller size operations dowri to platoon size ambtlsh patrols. (})1:1pany 
size patrol bases were placed to interdict VC troop movanents and 
supply routes. COntinued battalion size search a.:d destroy operations 
were oonducted in, and to the northeast cf, the MICHELIN Plantation to 
pre·.rent its use as a VC/NVA haven. ~shmastet, (comE::¥1Y size patrollin~) 
operations were conducted in the area kno..n as t.I-Je cresen_b 8)d.lometer.s 
~west of DAU TIBlG. Battalion size search and destroy operations 
were conduct@ in andsouth of BEN CUI (XT4444), and in the ncrthe:::-n 
portion of t''~ ~ \JU.ch extends 15 kilometers to the sou::hcast 
of DAU TIENG. All operations were marked by ..xtra:aely light contact. 
Hany ~camps, focd and medi.cal caches were found and destroyed. 
'Ihese search and destroy operat:fons 'W'?re conducta:i using a perfected 
checkerl:oard technique (see Appendix 2). By deploying in this oanner 
l.l..n.restricted fire can be place:i a...-uund t."le Yarious <::J..anents within the 
dleekerb::lard to provide support 1 and to insure a detaila:i search of' 'the 
area. 

Results of Operation DIAHOND HE!JJ +..o date are: Perronnd losses -
159 VC KIA {BC), 568 VC KIA (poss) 1 37 VC PWs, .38.3 de·;,ainees, 4 HOI 
C':-!AHI. Material captured - 142 lbs of do CUCJ.ert. s, 79 irrlividual weapons, 
2 crew serva:i weapons. Material and installatioas destroyed - .3448 
bunkers, 45:.: military structures, 69 tu.rmels, .39 sa.'llpans 1 826 artillery 
I:JOrtar, RPG-2, recoilless rifle rounds, nines and l:nmbs. Additiona.lly 
2J,92B &!all Arms rounds and 12.3. 7 tons of rioe were destroyEd. 

(d) 
Squadron, ·4tl1 Cavalry. 

NIGERI' 'IHRiJST and related operation3 of the 3d 
See Appendix 5. 

b. Artillery Support. During the quarter Division Artillery 
fire:i 1441 498 rou.'1ds in support and 1241 424 rounds for Harassment and 
Interdiction (H&I) missions. Incluied :i,n the totals were rounds fira:i 
in support of ARVN operations and/or Al1'1i~l outposts under attack. 



c. ~r SUpport. There were 21 917 sorties during the quarter 
in support of 11 361 missions with the following results: 69 VC Ki.lle:l 
by Air Force (KBAF) (BC) 1 478 Vr: KBAF (poss) • In addi t.i.on, 264 VC 
structures, 21 373 bW'lkers1 25 t.~nns, 37 tunnels, 12 caches and three 
bridges were destroyei. 'Ihere \...ere 47 secoooary explosions and 96 
seoondary fires. 'Ihere were five B-52 strikes in J6 sorties flom in 
support of the P.onsoon Campaign during the quarter. 

d., Arl.!cy Aviation. 'Ihere were 20 1 705 sorties, 2;252 co:nbat 
missions. and 81 2?0 hours flom 1 40,232 passengers ard 818.,1 tons of 
cargp carried. Thirty-four aircraft were hit by enemy fire on 19 
separate occasions. Armed helioopters e:xpeilda:l 11 2291()()) Munds of 
7.62 machine gun amnunition, 885 rounds of .!D caliber machine gun 
.:!Llmunition, 51 t95 rounds of 1./:Snm. grenades and 51 329 - 2. 75 inch ae:::-ial 
rickets in support of combat operations. Results of" A:rmy Aviation sup­
port were: 34 VC KillEd by Army Aviation {KBAA) (BC) 1 229 VC KBJ.A (poss) 1 

3 VC PW, 47 sampans destroyro, 19 sa.~,a.ns damaged, 17 VC structures destroy­
Ed, 34 structures damaged a,nd 2 oxcarts destroyEd. 

~. Intelligence. 

(t) VG Activity. 

(a) General: VG activity consisted primarily of effo!"'ts 
to delay alliai clearing operations and incidrots w::L th the pllrp?se of 
oountering the GVN elections.. rh significant. contact was made with UVA. · 
units during the period. During t."l.e latter part of the reporting period 
VC activity increasa:l. 'Ihese increased operations may be due to the 
c:xpectai \TC ~'1ter-Spring offensive. Guerrillas have found it increas­
ingly di.fficul.t to muster civilian support. 

(b) VC Tactics. 

VC activity ir. the HO B) \<boris attempted to 
delay a.ll.ied searc-..h and-clear operati0:H>. The pr:inary techniques used 
were to Employ miles and booby traps against t..'1e P.orne Plow operr.tions e.nd 
.snipers and b:>oby i.,raps against the :;earching elements. Field CPs were 
cortared f~equently a.t ni~t nnd occasionally during the day. These 
at.tacks by fire \·rere significant both :in th::<t they were against field 
locations of doW'l. .to rornpa.n;r s.ize u.ni ts and that they occurred with such 
frequency, so:.:tetimes three or four times a night. This tactic was 
st.J.rted shortly after the HO 00 operation W?S begun i..'1 nid Sep7emoer 
and continued into the seoorrl week of October W"len it slacked off. 

2 'Ihe e1ection periods were o.arka:l by increastd. 
terrorist activity by the VC. Numerous craters and several culverts 
D.i-<Pearei along Highway #1 and 9A during the last .few days precerling the 
presidential elections. Throe bridges wer.e blown during the ea!"ly ::1om-
ing hours of .3 Septanber and t.tere ;..-ere o.any incidents of PF nn:1 RF outposts 
receivinr. harrassing attacks by fire that night. 



l 'll•erc were tv.o signifi ca..1t VC attacks between 
the Vietnamese Prcsidmtial elect:i.ons of 3 Septc~:J.ber and t.'lose of thl'l 
lower House on 2Z October. 

a. On 12 IJcto t>er at 0450 the 34th ARVN Ranger'\ 
receivai a ground .3.ttack-while in a night position in the WC GIAHG area 
(XT4416). 'lhey received small am, automatic weapon, heavy machine gun, 
RPG-2, 5?m:n RR and nortar fire fror::. an esti.c.aterl VC battalion tentatively 
identifia:l. as the 269th Battalion. Results: 28 ARVN, 10 Vietnamese 
laborers, and 1 us v.ounde:i in ac:.ion; 3 mvn and 2 Viet.namet;e labol'Ell'S 
killed in action; ani 2 APCs wer·:'l destroyei. VC losses are 1mk:no~. 

b At 0345 on 16 October tJC HOil. starta::i rece.i.v­
:ing s;,:au arms, r..utom.atic weapons, a..r...:l mortar fire. ::hartly afterward 
UAO TRAI reported recei V:....n:, the same. The results t.·ere: 12 AnVN, 5 PF 1 
13 GIDG, 8 US and 3 PRU v.oundcd in action; 4 CIDG aiid 2 US killai in 
adion; 9 civilians M"re wounde:i. and 1 c:i.vilian was killed at DUC HOA. 
At BiiO TRAI 3 NRtionnl Policane:-1 and 4 PF were w::JW"i'led in action. VC 
losses are u.:1k:no•n. The sigr_ificance o:.' the action at BAO T11Al is t..'l-tat 
it occurrel nearly sir.1ultnneously with the attad{ at DUC HOA and at t.'l-tc 
outset apr-cared lO be of the magnitude. This has the. effc:::t of divO"ting 
full attention from the DUC EOA a~tack. 

l:J.. Folloting the Lm·rer House elections the VC anployoo 
a -r-:J.ctic of attacking nU!>lerous PF, RF a11d ARVN co;;cpounds in a particular 
a.re.:l. on tho sn.':le night. Thin had the effect of overloz.cii:1g t.'1e ir;:­
n:~i~tc roa.:tion cape. bill ty of the Vietn&l!lese forces ::md r:urle assist<J..'1Ce 
by th8 Allies vBry difficult due to the limited channels for c-"lordination. 
and control with the Vietna11ese elel.lents on the GroWJ.d.. 'lhis i.:1 SOwG 
cases resultcrl in air assets havin15 to return to their base camps rl:ith-
out having an opj)ortuni ty to expenL their ordinance against the enar.y 
s:L':lply because there v:t::re not sufficient person.'1el on the groWld or i."l. 
the area to direct them. 

(2) Conclusions: It ~s felt that the VC have ~~ motives 
in r.ri.nd \>.hen usi'1g these tJ.ctics. liU!>lber one, to prove to the people 
t."lat t.'1ey, the VC, a'1c'. not the govnrnr:1ent still oontrol t:1e area. Second, 
t.hat a.ctivity of tJ1i:> type could prevent ar:t alliei offensive aga.i.nst 
l·!nin Force units in Har Zone II C11 and other base arGas by forci."lg the:t 
to seCL're the population and agriculturnl centers. Fnili-;g this they 
use dci.aying tactics against operations in t.'Ieir base are:J.s in order to 
provide maxinno tine for units and supplies t.o be withdrar.n from the 
a;:-ea am! to cause the raost casualties to t.'1e aJ.lies. 

f. logistics. 

( 1) Class I SuPPly- (25th Supply <•.nd Transport Battalion) 

(a) Statu;:;. 

C c ~.){, deN+ \ P.. l 
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IIAU RatiQn.§, 11 C11 ~tionq 

1 Stockage objective' (days) - OJ CIU + 5 10 
DAU TIENG - 5 10 

~ Or. !-!~d (days) cuan-.3 
DAU TIEI'IG - .3 

(b) Fresh fruits and vegetables were receivo:i from. 

Class I Issue Point SAlOON. 

(c) Ice Cream: 

1 G-Jcle of issue - fow- times per ....eek. 

2 Gallons per week from SAIGON - 1200 

J. Gallons per ..,.,-eek froo CU CHI - 832 

!±. Gallons per week from DAU TIE!IG - 523 

(d) /\verage aooW1t of ice issued daily: 

1 Potable - CU CU 1181 491 
DAU TIEllG - 2.7,000 

~ lion-potable - None 

(2.) ·:.:J..ass II & IV (25th Supply & Trar1sport Battalion) 

10 
8 

(a) Additions to aSL during quarter - CU C-il - 241+ 
D;,u TIEJ;G - 1 53 

(b) Total lines on ASL - CU CHI - 1300 
DAU TIENG- 1 53 

(3) :l.J.Ss Ill (25th Sup;,ly & Transport Battalion) 
(Cons~.?tion Rates) 

DAILY QU/.RTEPJ..Y 

(a) MOGAS {gala) CU au 171 660 11 624,344 
DJ,J TIENG 41 5:1) 2l{J 1 130 

(b) Diesel (gals) CU CHI 18,740 1, 724,031 
D,',U TifllG ),CXX> 217,420 

(c) JP/4 (gala) cu an 26, 5:1) 2,44),300 
DhU TITIW B,lJX) 359,300 

(d) AVGJ;S (gn.ls) CU CHI 1 ,e:n 173,1~ 
DAU TIEllG 700 32,955 

Co~'('\Je~+, AL 
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(4) Services. 

(a) Q:mtract Laundry - C:U CHI 81 625 bmdl.es 
Dt..U 'ITENG- 16,125 Wn:ilos 

(b) ~1 Pa.t.h unit: 

1 Total. showers for quarter - 91009 

~ Average: n,umber of showers daily - 117 

(c) Graves Registration: 

1 Deceased US personnel processed during the. 
quarter- - CU a-II - 143; DAU 'ITENG - 27 

3_ Deceased RVN personnel processed during the 
quarter - 44 

(d) Division water resupply - average daily- 30,000 gals 

(e) DUG nOA !lelico~ter Rearm/Refuel Fucili ty - This 
battalion tock over the operational control ani i!lanning respvnsibilitHls 
for t..'1e helicopter ream/refuel facili. ty at DUG HOA on 15 October 1967. 
Co.-;Jplete rebuilding ani relocation of the refueling facility has been 
uniar'tnkcn, along with the constr-uction of personnel bur.kers1 terms for 
bulk elass III and ;wmuni tion storage.. 

( 5) Transportation: 

(a) Hileuge driven: 

1 Total - cu em 204,237 
D,\U 11E:NG- 27,928. 

2 AveNge Daily:- CU O!I - 2,219.9 
DAU TIE!G 465 

(b) 'Ibnnnge l:....va:i: 

1 Total - CU CHI - 7,tiJJ 
DAU TI:ENG 2,698 

_g_ Average Daily- CU CHI - C6.6 
DAU TIENG - 45 

(c) Troops !'ova:i by Convoy: 



1 Tbtal - a,o42 

,& Average: Da.i.l.y - 84.7 

(e) Troops moved by pass truck: 

1 Tbtal. - 4,953 

,& Average Daily - 54.2 

(f) Operation Night Thrust. (31 Aug - 31 vet 67) 

1 Total - 1,944 

,& Average Daily - 62.7 

(6) Haintenance. 

(a) The follorrl.ng jobs were completed by the: 725th 
• Hainten211ce Battalion during the repor'ting period: 

I T:EM. AUG .§:. OCT ~ 

In eel Vehicles 403 -.G96 2.83 9g8 
Track Vehicles 133 101 144 378 
Sn all Ar:r:s 768 1107 18 57 2960 
Artillery 183 18<; 156 52.8 
Cllanical 56 46 /.1) 142 
Refrigeration 1 32 20 53 
Engineer 268 246 320 853 
Sig.1al 2516 2724 2612 7852 
Fire Control 410 455 32J 1'.85 
Office Hachine 190 17.3 189 552 
Aircraft 203 201 212 616 

(b) During this reporting period, th0 maintenance and 
supply mission of this OO.ttalion h<J.s been influenced by the following 
f<J.ctors: 

1 Repair parts avcu.J.ability. 

2 Goographical location (weather and terro:i.n during 
this period has proved to be an influential factor due to ·extensive 
operations in mud). 

.l Lack of sufficient maintenance at the organ-
izational level. 

(7) Hedical Supp:>rt. 

The 25th HediccJ. Battalion supported Division units 

l 
I 
I 
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with Ll e:ii cal 
with LlecUCal 

service and supplies. Non-division units were 3Upported. 

supplies. 

(a) M edi cal to tal.s : 

1 Patients seen - 9,167 

.! Disease - 7,347 

!?. Non-batUe injuries - 1,331 

£ IRHA - 4B9 

~ Lab tests - 5,387 

2 Il::ununizations - 7,705 

!:± Prescription~ fillai - 6,682 

(b) Deutal pati mts seen - 6,590 

1 Dental Examinc>.tions - 6,207 

~ Other (extractions, etc.) - 283 

~c) Supply and Service. 

l L:i.ne itms issued - 5,154 

2 S"lort ton.'"1nge total - 15.3 

2 }~ill CAP line i teo:; issuoi - 2,2~ 

!::t Short to:111age total - 7.23 

.2 Bulk pho....'"::J.G.CY items issued - 2,452 

§. Prescriptions filled - N/A 

1 Eyeglasses ordercrl (pairs) 562 

..§. l.J.aintenance w::>rk orders received - 156 

~ Vbrk orders c:Jopletai •· 156 

b Vbrk orders awaitinG ?arts -

(8) Transportation Offlce. 

(a) Highway continues to 'te the priiv.ary mode of 



transportation for the resupply of CU GU, Th.Y NINH and DA\1 TIENG base 
camps. FollowinB is a breakout of regular resupplY convoys operated in 

the division area: 

1 CU ClU - SAlOON convoys 

·!!:. Total convoys - 100 

E. Number of convoys per day - 2 

~ Total vehicles - 81 505 

d Number of vehicles involved in wU. t 

distribution - 2.,860 
2 On 1 Hay Rte 1 between SMGON ar..d CU QU wn.s 

reclassified GP.EEll. During the period. 1 AugJ.st - .30 SeptCEber 11,008 
vehicl.e::; mov6i over the !t.SR individuclly in groups sniller than convoy 

size. 
;i Convey f~oo SAIOON/CU Cill to TA.Y NINH. 

n. Total convoys - 177 

b Number of convoys per day. - 2 

.£ Tot:D. vehicles - 17,89~ 

d Vehicles by uni-r, 

1 1st Log Ond - 10,004 

2 25th Div & atch units - 6,109 

l 4th Inf Div - 208 

l:, PHILC;,.S. - 1,383 

b. Dv.rii1g the reporting period 1,487 v;::hicles 

fro::l the 25th lnf3.!1try Division moved over the l·~.:m to TIVJ!G aum ani 
00 9AU H.\ in support of operations north of CX Gil. 

j TAY tiTNH - DAU TIENG convoys 

_§! Totnl convoys - 158 

b lic..~ber of convoys per day - 2 

.£ Totolve.l-}iclcs- 7,755 

Co~r('\d~tJ-\' ~ L 
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{b) Special a:U:lift data for the quarter is as follows: 

!£IT }fiSSIONS PIUORI TreES S:JRTIES ill CAROJ (lbs) 

C-1.30 7 1 15 1, 173 89,9:)0 

6 CE 11 7 352,642 

C-123 .30 1 71 3,c;>19 202;983 

7 CE 24 74 135,8:D 

C-7A 12 22 412 47,YXJ 

(c) During October the ill rni airfield was closed for 
repair which caused units using aircrh. for retrograde movEments to move 
by highway. Replacements and R & R person."lel ~re moved by bus and truck. 
'lhe using of 'rus. and trucks allowed a s:lt schedule to be established for 
.rnovancnt of personnel. The o~ inoonvenience enoountered b"J this method 
was the personnel e:xpose1 to the ele:1ents. 

(d) 'lhe vohll:le of business in the Division Bag,;age 
Section sha.rp1 y increased this quc..rtcr due to an increase in the num.ber 
of personnel rot3.ting to CONUS. The section served 1,628 custo::1ers and 
shippe:::l. 2,422 pieces of personnel bJ.g;~age, -...>eighi.I'g a tctal of 206,225 

rounds. 

( 9) Amm.uni tion Office (25th DISCOH) 

(a) Sto ckage Objective: 

1 Status at errl of quarter - 006 

2 On hand - 1024 

(b) Issues.. 

.i,EQUNT ('IDN.S/DAY) 

16 July - 15 Ausust 
16 August- 15 September 
16 Septanber - 15 October. 

114.63 
154.93 
183.50 

(c) hVerage for quarter (tons/day) 151.02 

8· Administration. 

( 1) Personnel. During the past quarter the personnel posture 
of the Division has been generally good. 'lhe assignei strength droptJei 
to arpro:d.mately 100% of authorizsi strength during th~ quarter, but was 
up to 105% of authorizei strength by the end of the quarter. A shorta.se 
of Inf2..'1try Captu.ins has been a proble!! during the qu::!l·ter. At the eni 
of the quarter the Division hnd ·a ::ritical shortu.ge (critical is defincrl 
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a.s anj'thing less than S6% of authorized strength) of two Infantry 
Captains. There ccntinues to be a shortage of Infantry NOOs. 
Ebpha.sis on maximizing promotion opportuni tics has improved the. 
situation with Infantry E6 1s, but there i::; still a critical short­
ago of .309 E5 1s. Other HOS shortages that t!us headquarters places 
in the critically short catogory are 3~K, 35B, 52A, 63G, 91G, 950, 
26W, 45F, 71C and JH-1. There ·,.;as ;, serious shortage of Artillery 
MOS's during the quarter, but the situation improved rome..tlat by the 
end of tl1e q_uarter. There wns a rnarka:i :i:l:prova:J.ent in the nu:tber of 
J..,_f?.VN Interpreters available to t.'1e DiVision with the nun.ber available 
rising from 41 to 9J by the cr.d of the quarter. 

(2) Key GainsiLosses . 

(a) 2 Aug 67 - LTC Stanley P Converse asst:.raai coooand 
of 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry. 

(b) 4 h.ue 67 - LTC Henry B Murphy Jr. apj:.o.into:i G-4; 
LTC Thomas o. Harrold assttlla:l command of Ji futtalion, 22d Infantry. 

(c) 6 Aug 67 - HG Fillmore K. Hearns assume:l coi:ll!land 
of the 25th Infa.11try Division; HG John G. F. Tillson III departed. 

(d) 8 J..ug 67 - LTC Kenneth D. wwnn app::d.ntoo Executive 
Office:;.·, 25th Division Supp:>.rt Co:n.r:Jand. 

(e) 10 Aug 67 - LTC Fremont B. Hodson appointed Executive 
Officer, 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division; LTC To:i E. Gordinier ap!XJintai 
Deputy 01ief of Staff. 

(f) 16 Aug 67 - LTC Glenn K. utis appointed G-1; LTC 
Dennis v. Gentry Jr. departed. 

(g) 16 /w.g 67- 00 ~'lilliam T. Gleason (then wlonel) 
appointod Assistant Divi~ion llir:J.Illander. 

(h) 1 Sep 67-- LTC John R. Thurmon III assurn€d comwand 
of 25th Ir.fantry DiVision A"'.,.lllery; wl David E. Ott departed. 

(i) 2 Sep 67 .. LTC Forney appointoi Executive Officer, 
25th Infantry Division Artillery; LTC John w. Vessey departed. 

(j) 9 Sep 67 - wl Edwin H. Harks Jr. assume:l cc~:n;r,and 
of 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division; wl Doniphan Carter departed. 

(k) 15 Sep 67 - Ln: Awbrey G. Harris a.ssumro com::1and 
of ai Battalion, 2.2d Infantry; LTC Ruph \'l. Julian departed. 

(:L) 18 Sep 67 - LTC t·ialter E. Adruns assumro co:nmand 

\tf 



2d Battalion, 27th Infantry; LTC. Eth.oard c. Peter departed. 

(rn) 19 Sep 67 - 2d Battalion, 34tr f·mor assi,91Ed 
to 25th Infantry Division v.d.th LTC H:J. B. Iihyne co;.Jrna.-riing. 

(n) 1 Oct 67 ~ LTC Hi.l.ll.u.:n lkClcin appoi.nte:l Provost 
~~arshill; LTC Ilobert E. Stro~ors departe:l. 

(o) 10 Oct 67'- LTC Carroll W. 5nit..~ Jr. assume::!. corn.­
:nand of the 25th f,viation Battalion; Ll'C ililliam A. Bearden departed. 

(p) 18 Oct 67 - Col Donald D. Dunlop aprointe:i Assistant 
Ji vision Cor.mland er. 

(q) 20 Oct 67 -LTC John H. Hench."'-an assume:l eomm2.11.d 
of 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry; LTC Stanley P. Gonverse departe:l.. 

(r) 21 Oct 67 - LT~ Franont B. Hodson assllne:l CCJI:lr.ta.:1.d 
of 1st 3attn.l..i.cn, 5th In!'antry; Ll'C GJodnoH ap;)()intcd EXecutive Officer 
of 2d Brigade, 25th InfaTJ.try Division. 

(3) The Division PX at CU CEI rmainecl b operation during 
the '":U~.·ter. In Gdd.tion the Division o.s::;umcd responsibility for t.'Je 
PX 1s ;:t D:,u TIEHG ;md T;..Y i!INH. The following qur.rtcrly statis'~ical 
d::.ta is furnishe:i: 

CIJ CHI 

Ji,U TIE!G --
FLOOR SF- i>.CE S'IDRAGE S!· ;.cz Sf.LES 

8,000 Sq Ft 7,700 Sq Ft $2,941,826,71 

6,000 Sq Ft 2,500 Sq Ft $665,5&3.85 

5,000 Sq Ft, :1;300 Sq Ft $625,204.85 
(in 5 GP ne:iium tents) 

(4) Strencths as of 31 Oct 67. 

(a) 

(b) 

/,ssi !]1.a:i Units OFF ·~·[j 

W'lli 1,042 135 
,"..SGD 1,100 14.8 
l-'DY 1 ,OCXJ 136 

Attach<rl Units OFF "\>0 

riUTH 51 .3 
ASGD 46 3 
PDY 43 3 

r, (' I t l \... ou~ \ u.CIV I A 
15 

tl-! 

15,795 
16,541 
16,398 

i"}!. 

593 
567 
551 

.l.G~ 

16,972 
17,789 
17,624 

Affi 

647 
616 
597 
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( 5) los.ses (1 Aug~ 31 Oct 67) 

OFF !Q EM. AGG 

KHA 6 0 148 154 
Y.HA 98 3 1,493 1,594 
~ 0 0 0 0 
DOW 1 0 20 21 
NID 2 0 8 10 
t.ffil: 3 0 309 312 

(6) Gains (1 Aug- 31 Oct 67) 

QEE ill :EM M!Q 

387 1./.J 5,023 5,4~ 

(7) Provost Marshall Acti. vi ties: 

(a) On 22 AUQJ.5t 1967, the 2d FL':.oon, 25th Ml"' 
Co::1pany provided milito.ry police support to ':he 1st Brigade, 25th 
Infantry Division in Operation \'iJ\.I.:·!..Eh. The plu.tocn was responsible 
for oonvoy esoort of resupply and Air Force radar vehicles, reoon­
nissance and clearing of Hi@way 8A, and intemal security of the 
roc and brigade headq'.l.a.rters. Juring the pl<:.toon reconnaissance. of 
High\>TaY 8A t:1ey were subject to sniper fire on several occasions. 
The plat.:lon oompleted its last assign.oent of oonvoy esoort and return­
ed to base ~ on 27 J.ugust 1967. 

(b) Frow 16 September 1967 to 26 October 1967 the 
1st Platoon, 25th !-1P llimpa.11y was attacll.ei to the 1st Brigade, 25th 
L'1fantry Division in support of Oper·a tion KUNIA. The ~ ·l(J.toon re,­
s;:xmsibilities included: (1) manning four listening posts outside 
the perio.eter, (2) ma·:•ni:lg tW) Ol.l.."lkers on the perir:J.e':.er, (3) provid~ 
ing !'lccurity for the 'lDC and brigade he?.:iquarters, ~ (4) prcNiding 
secu..·ity for the rood between T'ni.JlJG LAf a.-,d P..i.v1Wny #1 n order·. 
During the 41 day operation 20 PWs were processoi. 'ilie platoon on 
several occa~..ions engaged VC with automatic arrl se:ni-auto::J.ati c fL ·e 
L'1 de:fense of the perineter. On 24 October o:i.•3 squ2d \-/C!S .:.ttad1ed to 
t."le 4th Bn, 9th Inf at their fon;a!U base camp until .the end of the 
reporting period. 

(c) On 22 Scpteober 1967, the 25th MP llimpany 
provi:led one iJCO and ei,y"lt enlis:£d men to ...ark with Victr.ruaese 
National Police (NP) and Vietna.:J.ese Hili t.u.ry Police (QUAN C:JJ or 
QC) in the operation of a Joint Police Patrol. This patrol is 
di vide::i in to t...o teans of tr.ree vehicle noun ted elenmts. One 
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l-iP 1 one NP, an::l. one QC cor.tprise an eler.~mt. These teams work through­
out HAU NGHIA Province in control of r:opula.tion and resources. 'llie 
team sets up a check point, stops and ec'Jecks all vehicles and indi­
viduals passing that location, and then mcYcs to anot.l-Jer location. 
This operation will continue on &.n indefinite basis and <J.'"lother Joint 
Police Patrol will be organized in TAY !nlill Province. 

h. Revolutionary Development Support. 

( 1) 'lliree additional Revolutionary Develop:;J.ent (RD) teams 
boc::>me operational in TAY NINH Province bringing the total operating 
there to tv~lve. Six teams, continued to operate in HAU NGHIA Province 
~d one in FHU HOA District of BI!I.'H DUONG Province. A total of nine­
teen tcar:~s :>re curreatly w::>rking throughout the division TAOI. Overall, 
t..Y)e RD progr8r.ls in the designated hamlets are behind the projected time 
sched~c. Various reasons exist for the tir.;e lac; '1-.hich include: .'10n­
avcilability of supplies, ~roper trainine; c.;ri motivation of F.D temn 
manbcrs, a.'li the initinl forecastin£~ of unrealistic go:lls. ;'!djusb:tents 
in t.~e schedule for !1cxt year Hill t;...kc into :::onsideration the tir.;e lag. 
Several teams have c-:;c,plc-t,cd t..~e required projects ;:.·ld attained the 
required lc.rel of dcvelor.ncnt in tr.e hru.~ets. These teams have r:~ova:l 
into the sccc:~d semester luca.tioa on schedule. TI1e r::::jori ty of the 
::;ovcs HC!'e short i.Jl distance, usuilly to 2.nother h;::.:let in the se>.me 
v:i.ll:.g~ .. 

(~) Five l·lo tile Adviso.:'y J.'er.::!S (;;;.r) bec~.e oper:>.tional 
durinp; the lc.st quarter. '.ihe HAT pro;,r2.'1. is ·l.::sif,ned to l::olster t:1o 
RF/FF units throus.~ US r,lili tary o.ssi !;ta:1ce ~.n:l p:..-ovide ir..crcas<rl 
s~curity ;..o ill) c:::.:..i1.:e. lh~ tea:ns h€re forned f::-om ciivisional personnel 
2 .. :1d equipent au+:10rizations. The tcCl.m.s have been pla.ce:l. under tbe 
CJntrol of t.'Je Se:1ior I-rovince .i.dvioor for pl.:1ccmeat anci use. One te<Jtn 
in r;,.y ;:r:::..J. is assw:Ung the role of c. district c:dvisor. present 
tee..:~ lo ca lions appear belm·1: 

~ LOC;,TIO~J F?.OVIiJCE 

TeULi. ,~' ... l~~·I PHU muiJG (X'I702084) HAU r:GEJIA 
Teare. B Sl'OI CAO (XT453289) ?;1.Y ;,~I?lll 

Tea."::l c c.:.o XI, (XT126503) T1~Y ![i}lH 
Team D GHA T • (XT294501) ?AY !illlli ..... ..,. 
,, 
J.e;:;m J.j HIE? HOA (XT4;CXY71) HAU :JG!-IIA 

The tec:1 orf~anizational st:ucture is as folloW::': 

Officer 
Light r,.;m1pons ::co (Inf) 
He.:1vy \ie'e.pons lJCO (In.f) 
Radio Operator 

Officer 
Interpreter 

l·icdi c 
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i. Civic Acq.on. 

( 1) The 25th Infantry Division has five AA Platoons from 
the 2d Civil Affairs O:::lr.1pa'1y ntt<J.chro to c::J:lc).uct civic action in the 
Division TAOI. The five iJ.. Platoons o.re further subattac.~e:i to the ma,Pr 
sub:Jrdinate Commands v.ith the exception of 1J:i.vArt~. Tht" tst and 2d 
!X!es and DISCOH have one platoon each, and the }i B:lc has t-w:> plai.oc!ls. 

(2) Statistical Sumrn:!.ry: 

Helping Hand :itecipients - 371 965 
MEDCAP Patients - 66,723 
Health and S~i~~tion P,-ojects - 87 
O:::lnstruction - 309 

(3) Beginning in September the division inpla:r.entcc. the 
scheduled He:iical Civic Action ~;)EDCAF) :,'~'-'5ram. Advantaees of the 
scheduled HIDCAP program inclu..:<.:: tt; ';:~-:.iJ'o::lg of Viebamese medical 
personnel., improvane~t of thu G'C r,:i.s?.o..•saries and hospitals, c::mtinucn 
treatment of patients antil they "·A., curai 1 and improve:a.ent or the 
ima::;e of Vietnamese ,nedic:ll personr,cl in t!1e nyes of the Vietnamese 
poople. Although a defi .. d te pat te:-,;. 1-1as established there have beCll 
no VC incidents at a."ly of the schell.uled J1.EJChFS. 

(4) Through a joint effort -:· the GVN a"ld US forces :oo 
refugees were moved from Till 'IiJ.J: ::Jistrict to L.AI TIUID Dis·trict, BUlH 
DUC!IG Province. The refugee relocation in·:0lvgi a total of 13 sorties 
by a!-47 \ !Jlinook) <rircraft to transport aoout 300 VN refugees, their 
animals and belongings. The refugees were provided sleeping r.1ats, food 
cor..wdi ties and family refu~ee kits from HeJ..ping Harrl. 

(5) tration':'J. cl0ctions for preside!lt, senate :u:d t.'le house 
of repre3entatives Here held dm·ing tr.is reporting peri:ld. The turn-out 
for the election was extremel;:,· high avera~...ng over 70% of the registered 
voters going to the polJ.s. There were relatively few VC incidents in the 
T.t.OI. Altr.ough many poople were intimidated by the VC prior to the 
election, fC!w stayoi away from the. polls ani the VC threats proved 
:neard..."lgless. 

(6) During tl'e past three oonths the remai..'1der of the 
Helping Hn.nd itans has been distribu~:,ed wit..'l the exception of oome 
clothl.Pg arrl limited amounts of soap. The original quantity of 300 
tons of BelDing Hand itans was distrib.ltoi '.Wer a 22 mnth period frcm 
Janum-y 1966 w Oct::ber 1967 to som~ 25Q,COO 'Vietnamese recipients. 
Helping Hand vr...ll continue its operations, but it will be limited in 
::.cope. Only those items tl:at a::-c available from CARE, Cathr,lic Relief 
Se."'Vice (GaS) and salvage i tans will be available from Helping i1ond. 
The entire llelpbg :ia'1d concept w-ar extrauely -w:>rthwhile s.nd has gone 
a long ·..:ay t:nrard 1-r.i.n.ning the 11other warn in Viet il<l!ll. The folliwing 



is a summary- of Helping Han:i issues during the quarter: 

Ihoks 
Candy 
Clothing 
~ei Foods 
Fa:nily Refugee Kits 
Ind flefugee Kits 
Hid wife kits 
Paint 
Schc·Jl ld. ts 
Sewing machines 
&lap 
Toys 
Toothpaste 
Toothbru:Jhes 
Saws. 
Pick Axes 
Shovels 
Tin 
Cooking Oil 
Eaby foods 
flour (Mn-e:ii ble) 
LU!:lber (scrap) 
Brick machines 
Frimdship kits 
InstructQr kits 
Textile kits 
Television sets 
Physical .&l.ucation kits 
Rice 

QUANTITY 

625 
1;1.00 lbs 
39,947 lbs. 
10'J ,385 lbs 
I 
H! 
4 
162 gal 
2,107 
2 
191 7!..5 bars 
5,COO 
1,650 tubes 
1,228 
9' 
10 
8 
8 2' ton truck loa.:is (s<Uvage) 
227 iial 
170 jc.rs 
12,000 lbs 
342 ~ t:'n truck loads 
6 
9:)5 
20 
337 
1 
45 
32,525 lbs 

t 1) A numerical. S~il.ary of cw1c action oonstru::tion/repo.ir 
projects o•ter the q'~Jrter is listed balnw: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 
(h) 
(i) 
(j) 
(k) 
(1) 
(m) 
(n) 
(o) 
(p) 

Bri<lt;es 
Churches/Tanples/fa&odas 
CUlverts 
Dispensaries 
Dwelling 
Fences 
Hospi tale 
Leveling/Gradinr; 
Irrigaticn Systrn1s 
Herket places 
PlayGrounds 
Pw::>ads 
Schools/Clas sfou;Js 
Public S..'lowers 
Public Toilets 
Hells 
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3 
2 

17 
9 

941 (facilics) 
1405 meters 

16 
20 l:'.eters 

1 
8 

32 
119.8 kl=.. 

37 
2 

11 
11 

y'V 



(8) RF/FF Assistance: · RF/FF assistance t.as continua:l 
throughout the TAOI. Hore anphasis has been placoo on self-help 
projects by the Il.F/PF and th.is has met with ex.cellen~ results. 'Ibns 
of salvage lumber from Helping Hand h~s been givin to RF/PF :L'1 the 
TJ.OI arr.l has enabl<d than to build homes-and furnishin.r;s for their 
homgs. :lddi tional construction material to include cane.."lt~ tin, 
cement blocks, tile, send and gravel has been provids:i for RF/PF 
housing projects in the TAOI. 

(9) Friends.;ip G:luncil. .::Ind. G:lmrnuni ty Relations !.{eetings 
ha.ve pre;•len to be an effective medium to resolvu r;roblcos that <'-rise 
be ... v.-een the Viet.'1anese people and the US forces in CU CHI, DAU THNG 
<md TJ,Y UINH bar;e c&mp areas. 'lhese meetings have been credited with 
oti.'1tilini.."lg a h.:mnonious relationship between the Vietnamese peopl.e and 
US troops. 

( 10) · 'I;1e l·:Onooon CampaiiJl was in effect for the entire 
re;,orUng period. Host tl:U. ts o:mC:ucted CA in their ;)reviously assig1Erl 
:c.reas. The 1st B::ic did not continue CA efforts in the lli.O OON area of 
KH.I.El·1 HAil Jistrict Ti.Y !U!Jl Province because of a tactical mission in 
the LDI LDI :u-10. ;:::; 00 ;'bods. 'lhe· 1st Brit::;;.de h~>s since divertE:£1 tlll.s 
effort into t'ie T!Jl 110.\ area in FHU EOA Dist.ri·~t. ~w 11onsoon Caopci.:.;n 
ho.s establish :d new hi[;hs in c: .. activity for the di\d.sion. Since U1c 
lb:1soon Ca:z:.pa:..gn beE;"-'1 there has been a ge:1eral increase in CA activit]. 
I:ost U!U.ts hn.ve bce.'1 located in he<rrily pornlQted ::u·e:J.s ;:.nd have remained 
ther.: for a co:1s.:.Jerablc lm;th of tir..e, thus cnabl.i.nc; the units to 
establi::;h 'WOrth~c c:.. prograos and to rontcibutc to the averill I1D 
effort of the G•l!r. 

j. 1 syc.'1oloc;icill Operc.tion:. (FSY:)PS). 

( 1) PSYOP :::.cti viti es w::~ in s1.:.p;ort of opera nons ro;-,duct-
ed L'1 'I:iS :iit:H a.'1:l i1i.U :JGHI.h. Frovinccs ;:.nd Till. Ti'.:·I a.'ll Pi-!U Ho,·, Dist.ricts 
:md the Iro:1 Tritl..'1!':le r.crea of BI:lH JUO!':G Province. The n"Jmber of 1<::2-flet::J 
dropped a.'1d h:Jt.:.rs of lo~.:Jspe:lker bro;:.dcasting eo:1ti.r:ues to in crease. "J-,e 
!11.::lbcr of EGI. ::;:;_:;:J receivoi has bec;un to decre:::.se. This is due to fe...-er 
~.<'lll scale sa~uration oper<::.t-i.ons withir: the T,'.OI. Based on past ye:c.r's 
CHiilJ r!OI fiGUri..:s, this is the slowest se.::.oon for EOI Ql:JJH. The C.EiE!J 
HOI Offensive vras de::;igncd to increase the returnee rate, but did not 
GtJ}'ear to h::we ::t sir;ni.fi c.::.nt effect on the mober of returnees Nccived. 

(2) ~~ tot:U. of 371 489,053 .'.e.:llleto ~-.-ere ~rdropl.o:l and h:md 
di::;:::;<nina:.<rl by the 25tt I:-.f iJiv. There \·,'(:re 115,797,000 le:ll'lets .:ri.r­
dro?rcrl in the T;..oi by C47 (excluding 25t~l Jiv drc,ps), in sup;::>ort of the 
QUill HOI Of.!'msive. Sixty nine lc~<flcts were ori;;ir,;:.tcrl by G5 f'SYO?S 
:;:,d produced by t..':e 24bth f'SYOP Co to ex;>loit FSYCI- oprort.nni tics. 

(3) lou.:inpcakcr broadcasts durin::; tr.e qu.:::rtcr tot:Ulo.l 
312 !:ours. lncn::.:;.sro u::;e ¥;:':s rJil.de of t.hc l;:ci1D lou:!spc.Jkcr set and 
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mo!~ emphasis is placed on i.J:-:reasei use of U10s for loudspeaker 
broadcasts a.""ld less emphasis en leaflet drops. 

(4) PSYOFS during the quarter was in support of the 
following division operations: 

(a) Operation DIA110NI> HEiJ> 1 
(b) Operation !lARKING S:J!DS 
(c) Operation KOLEKOLE 
(d) Operation WAll-lEA 
(e) ClUEll HOI Offmsive (DOl HOI) 

(5) · One ARVN PSY1'/AR ·te<Jm froo the 30th Political 1·larfare. 
(POLWiJt) Battalion was placerl in direct support of the 25th Inf Div on 
2 October 1967. This team ·-ms usoi by the 2d Brigade. During operations 
with the 1st Ih, 27th Inf on 4 Oct 67 the team had one man killed by a 
mine a.""ld a..""lother injurerl by a sniper. The teao was recallai, per direct­
ion of the CD, 30th POLWlill" Ih, on 5 Oct 67 ani reas_d!Jled in support of 
the 25th lJWN Div, DUC HOA. 

(6) C·.1e HE team (Audio Visual) froo. the 24.6th FSYDP Co 
rras: placed in support of the 25th Inf Div on 5 Sep 67. The r.U.ssi.on of. 
this te<m is to conduct audio visual PSYOPS, gi'?und loudspeaker broad­
casts and hand dissa:d.nate leaflets. Due to a shortage of equipnwt 
this team does not, presenUy, have a lou:ispenker- capability. The 
necessary equipment is due on 5 Nov 67. The teru:1 has been usai during 
H.EDCAPS and in support of ot.l-)er civic action p-ojects to s.'low wovies 
&""ld disseminate leaflets. 

(7) The 25th lnf Div participatro in the 1-:ont.h Long rn:Iill 

HOI Offensive, 25 Scp 67 - 22 Oct 67. 

(8) Authorization has been received from llFFORCEV to 
requisition PSYOF equipnent (p:Jla.rOid cameras and tape recorders) as 
:U.ssion essential equipnmt. Thi~ is bas.o:i on the fact that this. 
equi_IX.lent is necessary for tile conduct of successful psychological 

operations. 

k. Hedical. 

(a) The Division is up to strength in ill ;:,;.\..illS of­
ficers except for th~ h.viation Hedical Officer ani one Medical G.:>:iJ.pc..'1y 
GJr:mander. Aviation Ee::iiciU Officers are in denand Viet J:a!ll ..ide. 

(b) 'Ihe Division Surgeon 1s Office is up w full strength 
in erllisted strength arrl has the attachment of one preventive r::r<hcine 
specialist. A Veterinarian a.'1d tm enlisted veterinarian specialists are 
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I y 
atta':hai ·to Hc.:u.!quarters ~'1d Headquarters Company, 25th Infantry 
Division. They perfor.::. their duties und:P-r the £enel'al supervision 
of the Division Sur~oon. The Veterinarian and his staff provide 
i'"1r.lunization service fer pets of the Di.vision, inspect mea~ <~nd food 
supplies, perform Veterinary Civic Action I-rogrQIU (VETClJ>) missions, 
and other various duties dictatt:rl by oper:ltions wi. thin the c.rea. 

(2) Equi]:Dent. In acrordance with USnRV Hessage 64171, 
Subject: Hedicnl Service (U), date:i 29 SeptCD~r 1967, Division level 
ground a:nbult!nces and associated personnel s..,ace s will be reduce4 fifty 
per cent (50%). 

(3' Training. There has been no fonnal training progrDm 
duri:1,r; this qu:u-•,er. Forecast for next quarter is a one ~ek program 
in Field Sanitation Team training. Unit sur goons are enooura:;ed to 
continuously upgrade the tr.:lining and knowled;e of medical enlisted 
personnel.. 

1. Signal. See separate ORLL .from 125th Sit]!al Battalion, 
u.tto.chcrl as ,',.ppendix 3. 

m. Training. 

(1) Durin~ the period of hUg~st, September ~~d October 1967 
the foll.Jwl.nt; number of personllel attended the oivision sc.'locls listed 
bela,-;: 

.:t.;all i>rn.s Inspection - 43 
Gcner.'ltor Operator - 130 
Projectionist - 15 · 
Expl.osi ves and Da:".oli ti.Qns - 536 
Fo:r,.,-ard Obse:r-'ler Froce:iures - 23 
I:ziar Set, :JJ/TI'5-33 - 18 
TSEC/KY-8 - 109 

1-~css l·1ana~c:nent 54 
··_:·ws 311d fuoby Traps - 4,867 
.. ;.:mel Destruction - 27 
(::rff ro 29 
l<..i.li t3.t'Y Justice 10 
7S~C/KY-7 - 23 

(2) In structi::Jn w2.s als-J given o. t ncn-di vi sio:1q.l schools 
:..!l.i.r"~'1~ the rejXlrting period to the follo~o.i.J1G personnel: 

Ai.rfro.::lC 1-:aintmo.nco 
UH 1 C, T..:i-!1 :J 

.;nti-1-linc Ope:-atio:1s Sa:Unar 

Avionics/ corrununi cn.tions Supply 

Eiffcl 3~idge Classific~tio!1 
2.·rd ilepair 

Ii!Sl.lU C'IOi1 

34th Gen Spt Gp 9 

A:r-:Jy G::>ncept Tea:n in Vietnam 5 
USi..RV 

34th Gen Spt Sp 4 

55l.th I:hgr Fn 2 
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Cable Splicing U)th Signal 1h 1 

Jungle Eh:viromental Survival Fleet Airoome Electronic 
Training Unit Facific (F-hilip1 ines) 4 

P!L Hanaganent 29th Gen Spt Gp 34 

Recondo USARV 26 

Recordaks Hicrofi:W. Reader 246th Spt & Svcs fu 2 

'furbine Ehgine Maintenance. 34th Gen Spt Gp 3 
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2. (C) C.mnandens Observations and Reconrnendatiom'. 

a. Observations (Lessons Learned) 

(1) Personnel. 

~: Personnel Packets. 

DISCUSSION: t·lhen ~ packet is formed to be sent to sn existing unit it 
would expedite matters greatly if the receiving unit lrnew tha make-up 
of the packet by grade and MOS prior to its arrival. 

OBSERVATION: A liaison officer shouB be sent ahead of the packet with 
a roster to coordinate with tho receiving unit. 

I'J'EH: Preventive Hedicine Specialists are reouired in the Office of the 
Division Surgeon. 

DISCUSSION: In RVN, there is a greater remrl.rement for l!fl!lnit~tion in­
spections~ surveys, and counseling. The workload is often too much for 
the preventive medieine officer to handle alone. The sur~eon 1 s office 
has been forturu:.te in that at one time :!.t had two Preventive Hedicine 
Specialists and at present has one. These men have done an outst~nding 
job of insuring the sanitation and health of the troops. 

OBSERVATION: Preventive Hedicine 8pcci1!lists t!re 11n outstl•ndin.l" source 
of help in the overall sanitation of the Divisio!i. 'They should sugrl!ent 
each division sized unit in areas of necessity; i.~:~., South Vietn,.m. 

ITEH: T~e Chief Hedical fion-Commissionod Officer would he better e<1uiped 
to perf~1~ his duties if he were a SergeAnt Kajor. 

DISCUSSION: This !~CO nas to coordinate 'With senior NCOs of other StJe• 
cial and Gencre>l Staff.. These senior ~JCCs Elre normally Sere:e~nts Ml"jor 
(E-9). In order to fully perform his duties in conrdin~tion with theee 
other staff section5, lower, hirher, and adjecent urits and ne~dntiarter5, 
the raP~ of Sergeant Major is highly desirable ~nd nece~s~ry. 

OBSERVATION: A more efficient and ~other .functioning office will re­
sult from the upgrading of this vital NCO position. 

(2) Oper11tions. 

ITEM: Night helicopter operations using rad~r assistance. 

DISCUSSimJ: During recent night ail"l!Y.>bile op::!re>tions n>d"r eesist~>nco 
frorr: Paris control at TAN SON NHUT was used. A norllll'll oper~>tion would 
rcq..ri.rc a flare aircr1lft~ one colll::land and control (C&C) ait-crPft l"nd 
five UH-lB helicopters (Slicks). The fiare ship takes-off, orbits CU 
C!U end establishes contact with Paris. 1-ihen all Bircraft Bre in po­
sitioti ready for take off the flare l!ircrtlft J.e?'\rt:t CU CHI on 11 rt~d.ar 
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vector. Two mirmtea later the e&G sircreft depPrts CU CHI ~<nd the fiw 
UH-lB helit::opters (Slicks) ma..intdn & one minute interva1 on the C&C 
aircraft. The fhre aircraft is vectored to an 1nitia1 point ~nd turn­
ed inbound to the flare drop point over th8 LZ following the li¢1ts of 
the nare aircraft. 

When the na.re is ignited over the LZ the C&C should h• in • de­
scent two {2) minutes behind. The C&C aircrBft acce1er~>tes, ~ker!l vla­
ua1 identiiics.tion of the LZ and marks the desired point of touchdown 
for the lead ship • 

.Q_BSE:lVATION: Due to the heavy air traffic using Psris rfld•r prior co­
ordination and a·apecial frecruency are highly desi~ble. For positive 
radar identification the flare aircl'1' ft mu1t be eouipped with an APX-
44 transponder. The first fia.t'll is rele;~sed over the drop point 111a di­
rected by Paris Rad!ll<. The fiare ship should immedi•tely ver:U'y his 
position, locate the LZ and position the aircraft for additionAl llirea 
as reauired • 

. The C&G aircraft verifies the LZ ~>s soon As possio1e ~after rll"re 
i1lumimtion and makes a low level pass to IMrk the LZ. Thet'l'lti.te or 
incendiary g!'en<ldes are very effective for marking the LZ. One dis&d­
vantage is the short burning time (30 - 45 seconds) of these ~r~~m.qd•l!l. 
This makes it necessary to m;.rk the LZ with smoke. lfuen the incen­
diary grenade burna out the r'"' .::;~.t lePder should be 'ne.ar the LZ And 
able to see the smoke under the light of the fl.aree. 

lf a steep formAtion turn is reouired to avoid hostile ~re~s it 
should be accomplished under flare 111.-..w:t.a.atioil. 

J.:!]!'!: Night helibonc- operation 'Without illumin.-~tion. 

DISCUSSION: Company A, 2.5th Aviation Battalion conducted "' nil"ht 
operation, inserting troops into three LZa, without the l"id ,..,f l"rti­
ficial. illw:rl.n<!tion. Due tot he mture of the mission the g-round fo.roe 
comnander reauestcd n~.> nares be dropped. The m:i.zsion 'W<'S l!ccol!:lplished 
in three lifts, c~ch lift going into one false IZ bP+'ore or l"fter drop­
ping th-, troops in the actual LZ. 

OBSERVATION: On 1t dimly lighted night te~in det~lil c.<~n be eeen 11t 
altit~des above 1000 feet, however, ~s the fli~ht descends t~rd the 
LZ terrain features bec.rme invisible. A com:rrv>nd ~nd cont!'Ol Ai~r~ft • 
orbiting the LZ is e:tf~tivA in t.Rlkin'-" the fli~7ht le.-.der into the LZ. 
It i!! necessl".ry for the C&C aircrAft to furnish 111ltitudes ~>nd hePdinps 
since the flight le.<>.der is. unable to determine the dist::~nce to the LZ. 

The flight leader should turn on his search ll17ht as he descende 
below 200 feet. Other aircraft in the fiighi t1:rn on their l:>ndin.t! 
lights at this point. These lights should be stt at the proper 11ngle · 
while on the ground prior to cleJPrture. 

~: Night Operatio:1 (VIKUlG STIUKE). '2._ 
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DISCUSSION: This type operation hPs proven eucceeeful on its initi~Jl 
r.rl.ssion. The concept of using a medium re~nge nil'ht ob~eron>tion device 
m:mnted on a UH-lD helicopter was developed by member.~ of the S-3 
office of the 1st Bde. The device is l!Xlunted beside the door ,rurmer 
and ie ueed prim.8rily to search stream and treil networka. Uu-::m loc~t-
1ng the target, the door gunner may engage or the sunoortinJ< ll!!ht ehip 
with a fire team can attack the target. 

OBSERVATION: Continued used of this concept along the SUGON 'River 
would deny the -:e free access to. fast transportation by main mterwl":ve • 

.I112:f: Improved 'L'unnel Destruction Methods. 

DIS.CUSSIOtl: The accepted rrethod of tunnel destruction 'With CJX"plosiYes 
cc::n be improv.ed upon through a newly developed hyrlraulic proce~s imple­
mented by the 2d Bn, llth Infantry. 

QE',ERVATION: Complete tunnel destruction c<>n be accomplished by punlp­
ing water into all levels of the tunnel and allowin~ the·~ter to 
stand for an extended period of ti~e. Once the subterrAin structuros 
have softened, artillery ;:nd ;;irstrikes can neutralize the l'lre~. Im­
plementation of this method can o!'~Y be accomplished when a s:mrce of 
water is readily a~ilable • 

.!.'D2i: Reduction of Hortar Attacks. 

DISCUSSION: Hortar attacks on bRtt3lion :>nd cmnp:my p;otrol base~ by 
small te~ of VC with 6IJ And 82nm rrortar.'l occur when units :r~il to 
patrol aggressively. 

OBSERV!tTION: Local potrolling <>round b;;se positions is not ;;dor-u<=lto 
to prevent mort?.r att.~cks. Aerial 2nd map sturlie~ must be m<~d& of 
surrounding areas to determine possible mortar po~itions-within effec­
tive range. AI:lbushing these areas will reduce m:>rt:>r ,.t.t,ck~. 

ITEM: Stay Behind Ambush P2trol. 

DISCUSSION: The most effective method of ambu~ in the HO EO \·!DODS 
has proven to be the stay behind ambush p~t~~ TI1e VC will move 
into an &rea recently vacated by US forces to police up "ny !!JTP0 1 food, 
etc, discarded. 

OBSERVATION: Units should tr.'in and use st.:>y behind az:Oueh p:1trols. 

ITEH: Types of clearing operation in dense foliage. 

DISCUSSIO!-J: St'"nci<n-d sweeps in ~ense foliage ;~re very costly in c~s­
ualties. Due to noise inherent in movement, VC snipP.r teams Are :>hle 
to obt:>.in a fix on UP.its direction. of movement. 

OBS-:::RV!,TION: Sweep p2tterns shoulJ be V<'ricd d:>ily to urevent Pmbush 
by VC forces 2nd to provide Get~iled S&n of <'rePS. 
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~: Small Um.t Night Airm::>bile Operation (T~). 

DISCDSSION: The need for small units to be in.Serted by Airm::>bile IHl!!!etS 
has developed the theory of TORNADO operations. 

OBS!'XVATIOH: During the corrluct of· du.n:.my insertion! of comb~t pl'trole 
that. are characteristic of TORNADOS, actual touch downs should be ltl"d• 
on s.l.1 LZa both fake and real. Aircraft should keep l~ndiru!' 11¢lt on 
for :dni.mum periods. E~>.ch aircraft CO!ll:llAnder should h:we some mearut to 
indi.c~te to patrol member!S whe·n the aircrt'ft is on th• ~und. 

ITEX: Use of sharpened bamboo stilkes or mebl reds from 105mm I'I!IJIX) boxes 
as probes during S &: D oper:Jtions •. 

DISCUSSION: Io recent S & D operab, .• Ll!l, numerous VC wel!!txms ,..,;d tool 
caches are located just inches under the eurfl'lce of the ground. Bec111uei 
ot the excellent use of camouflage, many of these c111chee "" overlook.-d. 

OBSRR.VATIOU: By using these probes, c~chee are eesily locPted due to 
their proximity to the surface. 

~; When probing ;,edge rows foi" booby tr:'lpe, use gnpplin,; hooks. 

DISCUSSim1: By using 11· gra.Wli;,g hbok, a soldier cAn bo out of the 
~ffective range of most ~ooby traps, ~nd in "'·covered position, should 
such a booby trap be disc~vered and detonated. 

OBSEFrJATION: Ropes, grappli!l! hooks, or field expedients sirlll!r to 
these itez:JB, should alwaya be used when penetrating a suspected bt'obv­
trawed area. 

~:: Tunnels with Coven. 

DISCUSSION: When a tunnel is dia.covered with a wooden or CG!!!ent cover, 
in:mre the tur.nel or hole i!'l covered 'by small t!l"'!!!! fire or $Ten~> de be­
fo:e the cover is completely rem:>ved. 

013SE'R.VATION: There may ~e a VC inside ju!!!t waiti!V( f'or the lid to b& 
reiXWed. 

~! Friendly C~ltiea from Air Strikes. 

DISC'"JSSION': All personnel within 2,000 l!leters of en eirlrtrlke !!r.ould 
take cover and wear stee~ helmets for the duration of the !!!trike. 

OBSF.:::lVATION: Shrapnel from exploding bombs can hit frlendlv personnel 
2,o.:;o meters from the site of the airatrike. In addition, the poeeibU­
ity of erratic rouncta .!lll.U5t be taken into account. 
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DISCUSSION: Static electricity from sources rantdng from radios to 
thunderstorms may detonate blasting ca:;JS used to set off clAymore mines. 

OBSF.RVA TION: Blasting caps shonld be c.at'ri~ se~ rPtcly from the mines 
themselves. Care must be takem. however, to insure the CPJ'S ere well 
secured--the mine is inoperable without the bl~sting c~p. 

1.11J:!: Storing of B.lillliU:l1i tion and ecm:i.p:nent in th& field. 

DISCUSSION: Recently, a bag containing Claymore VJ.ne•, trip fiPree ,11nd 
amnun:ition was stored in one bag locc:ted near the conm:m:v comm,.nd post 
while the company '\o·as out on operation for the dP.y. · 

OBSERVATION: All highly explosive emmmition, we11pono. or demolition 
should be kept separated by type to prevent: Deton~tion by one t"''"Pe ~f 
explosive by another type, such as II cla7Ioore by a trip narfi; or secon­
dary explosions and increased casualti~s. 

Ire!: Troop Dispersion. 

DISCUSSION: R~cently1 six persons were injured by the explosion ·or "' 
. 3ingle hand grenade located in e hedgerow. A:l the l!'.'Jn h~d buncherl to­

gether waiting for the first to break throu~h the hedgerow. Threa were 
wounded seriously, and the oth€rs wounded enou~h to ~e e~cu~tad. 

OBSERVt.'ITO~J: Troops llll.lst be ren!.nicd of the need to lll"int,in disPersion 
when crossing areas which canilizc ITPverumt. Such supervision lltUSt be 1 

continual process whenever in the field. 

ITE21: Radar Positions. 

DISCTJSSiml: Radar sets Jocated in isolated _positions ~>re end:>ngere0. bv 
close-in.probes by VietCong. 

OBSF.Rvt.TION: R2dar positions should be protected by·;ot lelist two men of 
the unit to whom they are ettached1 with ·the ·additional orotection of 
Claymore mines. gre~~des and trip fl~res. · The r?d~r position stoul~ be 
incorporated into a regular line position. 

J.TEX: Night Bags and B BaRS. 

DISCUSSIO!J: !Jight Bags and B Bag:s are brou~ht in with the wening reeup.. 
p~.y. They· contain: /,ir mt.treMes, ponch~_.liners 11nd ponchos use..! for' 
sheltering. Two 9qt.ads P'..rt their eouiJOlment in e well m.-rktcf duffl-e b11g. 
Only 50% of a squad's equipment is included ~s 50% will be e~ke 111t ell 
tine~. The compa.ny 1s riufne b.1gs Fire tten sling loRded for axtraction. 

OBSERV,'.TIO!!~ The trcops are r.ct loaC.ed down with heBvy unnecossllri eMrln­
ncnt1 ~0~ch enables the~ to p8rfor:n ~heir mission ~re effecti~~ly. 

ITE!-!: Er::rployment ~r Sep<>rate Co!:!p?ny ?.cutes of Trflvel. 
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DISCUSSION: By giving· each company a sepel•,.te route of trllvel on e~rch 
a.nd deetroy operations, a greater ~rea of the AO csn be coverec'l. Th• 
company puts two or three plat::.('lrus on line ;;1th ecruP.de abreaat. The com­
pany travels along the ,,~sl.gned route and clover leafs atmroxilllflltelv 
every 300 meters. They fir.d it takes a little longer to travel th~u,e-li 
jungle in this. formation, but the area covered is well wort.h this tU.. 

il!ill: M-72 IJ.W. 

DISCUSSION: The LAW has repJJ.ced the 90mm RR because of the 90' e .w,ip:ht·. 

OBSffiVATION: The LAW 1s can be carried because of the li11ht weHht or 
'.;he weapon. It greatly increi!sea the !ire power of the element. 

~: Emphasis on Greater Security f1•r LZ .. 

DISCUSSIC~': 1-funy unite in the field arc not p~cin~ enoul<'h emoh11eia an 
early wari.ing elements nround landing zonee. 

OBSffiVATim~: When resupply ·in the field ie Accompli:!!hed by helico'r!~er, 
it is necessary to insure th~t the LZ is secure. Thie ie espe~ielly 
true when 'VC;}IVA forces are known to be oper<"ting in thP. 1!rea. F-nem 
forces have been known to closo within fi!cee~"(l5) ~eter~ of Pn L7 ~nd 
effect damag:ii:~ fire 0;1 aircraft and per5onnel. A.e & preventive n:.e~~mn:.O 
against such action, ll9tening posts must be estPblishe·.t far enoum for­
ward of the main position to serve 'lS enrly warning agl"inst the "c:h,.,.nce 
of hostile forces. H&I srtillery fire3 may"be used to assure th~t the 
VC/lNA forces are not infiltrating tl.e area. 

I'I'EM: Use of 81mm YJOrtars in \vet Areaa. 

DISCUSSIO?i: 'l'opograplrical cond.i. tionis in ,.et are~~ e hffi'JU)el" the St•billty 
and effectiveness of the 8~ mortar. 

OBSSRVATION: l'lhen placing the 81mn mortl'lr in arP..ee where th(t ~n-aund !e 
wet :md soft, the base plate "1.11 h:-nre a tendence to shift or eink. Thi!! 
will cause continuous deviations frarn settings on the we:>pon. To Alle­
viat~ this problem, oig a hole, and pl2ce sandb~gs filled with the dri~et 
dirt possiole on the hottorn of the hole. If engineer etPkes ~re BVAil­
~ble, place them flat on the ground under the BPndb~ge. The more l~yere 
of sandbags the better. Due to poor trr.fficability in wet areae of op­
eration, 8l!i:m m:>rtar shculd be flown into position as ooposed t" e~trrvll\1!" 
it n!lnually. 

~: Pr~bing the sides of abandoned Enemy Foxholes. 

· DISCUSSiml: Many unitf fail to make en ext·ensi ve ae:.:..-eh of Mbl'lndo!'led 
ene~ foxholes and pron~ emplacements. 

OBSERV.'.TIO~l: Probing the sidcs·of Viet ConE": foxholes h!le yielded f,.lse 
walls. r.n:titions rn:=1de ,,f wood, covered with reeds .=nd mnd h"ve been 
used to conceal caches of weapor~, ernrnuni+ions, document", Pnd oven en. 



I 
trances to tunnel complexes .. - A ~pecific incident ot tt.is natu!'e OCt.Llred 
~rhen an element of D Com:pa;.1y, 3d Bn, 22d Inf waa conlfucting Search 11nd 
destroy operations in J..O HILIER, BUm DUONG Province, mrth C1! the l'ICHE­
LIN Plantation. I:rosion · &.rcund the edge of the foxhole rt>vealed a e3ll. 
portion of wood planld.ng. Filrther- ex~>rnination j±elded r. ceche cont~ining 
15000 - 20000 rounds of J:Iixed • 50 ca.:.iber and 7. 62 al:l!l\lm.ti6n. Also 
fifty-five (55) rol1 s of corrrcu:rl.cation wire wr:re diBcovered. Thq ~eil 
exca.Va.t!'.d i.o construct the cache was piled a short dittlltlce from the fax­
hole. The dirt however, had oeen piled in SUCh B mAnner, ~h~t it g~Ve 
the impression of nn ant hill. 

11.!.2.U: Proper Security for Tank Sectioi".s. 

DISCUSSION: During this reporting perio:l., Co C, 2d Bn, 34th Armor, '1-"11!1 

gi7~en the !Tiission of !lecuring bridges during hourn of d,..rknesa. TWo tanks 
Here used to secure each bridge. It was found thet the only my to prc­
~erly secure the bridge and to insure that th~ V~ did not vse de?res~!ons 
or other deli.d space areas to apo!'Oach the bridge "1-lt!S to use crew member! 
as outposts. This necessitatec all eight member8 of the crews rem>ining 
awake at nll ti.rilea which grec;tly J.mpeli.,~ their c!'>~;'loilltiee fer the neXt 
day operations. Iiis:nounting ~11 crew mel:lbers great.l:v :reduces the cepa­
bilities of the t.ank. If tanks are uaed in this rnnner, .r- min!mum"of 
one Infantry Squad. should be ettac1-:ed to aJlow for proper security. Ex-
tensive usr:- of trip fl&res and other early "rarning devices ehoulrl be · 
planned for p1·oper security of both the tanks and bridgf:S. 

OBSERVATION: Infantry troops <md r;'>rly·•mrning devices should supple­
ment tanka userl. for security of bridg'"s• 

ITE}!: Benefite ·gained by the use of H-79 Grenade LatL'1Cher in T;mk Co!:"• 
pany Op~rations. 

DISCUSS~.Ql:l: TaP.k Cor:1panics use the H-7? GrenCJde Launcher in the folla-­
ing way:<~: 

l. '\·lhen operating in dense jungle rr built up are&s, it is often 
necessa~/ to ~ke rcconna~ssGnce by fi~e At r~nges b~tween 75 to ~00 ~e-
tcrs. Dt.rinr operntions 1-.d.th friencfl.y -:-,roops 1 car.;:ieter rounds or"the· 

tank J::Jc'1.cl:d.ne g'.m cannot [,e u:ed '1\>i.thot:.t r':;>t:f.er to the r-round tro0ps. .!.n 
H-79 f~red by the loader or t<mk corrmanier, greatly enhences the c"'P~'~­
bili tics of_ reconnaiss,qnce by fire wit·-: a cinimu:n d11nger to frier.dl:v p&:-­
sonnel. 

2. The VC have m:!delextensive use of trench~s or berms -which giv~ 
them cover ag?.inet the t<Jnk' s weapons. The tank would :Jot be ~ble to 
~se Hs dircl't fire weapons until it ~~ rrithin twenty to thirt:v y11rde 
froo the Gitcr.. At this range it was difficult to {!et the ful::.. bcnefit3 
of the weapons. 1~n H-79 fired by the loader '1-TO'Jld give the t.Pnk the cep~­
bility of clc~ring a ditch or berm without unduly nxposing the tanh.. 

3. The. 1~-?9 is very f>eneficial for ~U)J?lenenting the r·,r :'irce .fro:n 
a r.ight defE:-n.sive position. !:~ny laeger positions ~re found to hPve de;;;. 
p~cssions surroundii"~ them which could be u~ed as e~ ~ccess ro~te t~ the 
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laager position. This de1.d spaea could very eaeily be covered hy- the Mo.. 
79. Artillery would also be planned for the large:- deprcrJsions ·'b'll~ the 
M-79 'WOuld give the tan!: compar.;r the capability or l"f.!pid rePction to t't'fr1 

eventuality. 

OBSERVATION: H-79 Grenade Launcher can be effectively used by hnk com­
pa..i.ieis. 

IJ:lli: Actione taken by tanks when working with Hechanized InfPntry. 

DISCUSSION: 1-lhen rroving through thick vegetation APCs ehoulti lel'd the 
elemnt and the tanka used as a reaction force. The APCe are better able 
to pick their v.-ay t!n-ough the trees end wet ereas. Should the ,\PCe come­
in contact with the enemy the tanks would be ab1.e to rapidly re..,ct in arfj 
rJ.roction. The ustWl configuration is ona Hechan:!. zed Pll'ltoon leAdinp; the 
tank platoon followed by the rest of the mechAni zoo company. 

CI!SERV ;,TION: APCs should proceed tanks traveling thrc.up:h thick -veP.cta.o.· 
tion. 

ITI2i= Intra...:Platoon Recovery Oj:,eration. 

DISCUSSION: All platoon members should oe thoroughlj versed in proper 
recovery operations and field expedients. "£ycry effort to recover ll ve­
hicle ~.'l.th other plato::m vehicles should be m<'de prior t0 c11lling in the 
oaintena.nce section. Tanks have aJ.so beeP recovered eeve:::-rll times in • 
t~±s reporting period by connecting four APC~ and pulling the tlmk "ut• 

OBSERVAT :o:J: Atte.rlrpt to recover stuck vehicles should be !!l.'lde first bv 
the unit concerned. 

1,Tlli: Clearing of Boobytrl!ps. 

DISCUSSiml: iihen operating with :Lr1fant ry unit::'! 8 •tar-.k crw memher should 
not dismount his·ta~~ unless absolutely necess~ry. The tenk, once a creW 
member dis~unts, losea a certAin amount of it5 efficiency. The Inf~ntrv 
who are already·on the <;round should be 'Jsed to cler~r the ,.rea "'nd to die­
arm. booby traps. The t e>.~l<: is then fully Ill!l.nned hi<ving the c"psbility of 
providir-..g a great aecl of cover for the Infilntry in cese:: .::~uc~ liS this. 

OBSSirJATIOll: In 'iaruc - Infantry operntions, ctislllOu:-rted inf:;!'!try should 
clear or disnm all booby traps. 

ITEJ.!: Deploying Forcee without the proper develop:ment of 8 eitu~>tion. 

DISCUSSION: While sot1e eneey base c:omps are completely deserted, llll"nv 
of them have 6I:lP-ll caretaker ~I'its ranging from 3 to 20 men depending or· 
course on the size of tLa base c<n:tp. l:orrntJlly these Pre.not elite troops, 
b-ut they do have a th?rough knowledg~ of that p&rticul!l r l'lrell llr.d do h11ve 
the capabilitio3 of inflictir~ casual~ies by detor.Ating p~r~n~ea anee 
a.nd booby tia!.~s. In d.ddition, they· haYe nunerous tunnels and. ~scl'lpe 
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routes Which uS'I!a.JIIJ allow them to esc~pe efter tn~ h>vo inflicted ePs­
ua.lties. 

OBSERV:.TION: Air Strikes, Artillery, or orgt>nic we11pons Bltch as the LAW, 
the M-79 and the maciri.negun ·should be bl'(lUJ"ht to be11r on· the Cllll'.p before 
troops are a.llowed to enter. If these actions ::>re t!'ken, there is B 

good possibility that many of the ene:n:y mint>.!! ~nd boobY treps will dther 
be detonated or rendered ineffective by friendlv fires. In addition, Pnv 
enenv personnel in the base CIU!Ip mAY be ld.lled or ..aunded or forced to 
leave tne vicipity before troops enter, ·result~~ in a reeuction in c&e­
ua.lti~s. 

~r Anti-RPG Defense. 

DISCUSSION: At TRUNG LAP on 17 September 1967, 'RPG l"'U!lde used in in­
direct fire dzmaged bunkers ;;nd a ID.09 howitzer. 'l'he P.PG "W11rhe~d is s 
shaped charge and caused exte:"J::Iivo ~ge only when the round i!:l?"'cte t~nd 
detonates against the target. 

OBSEPV:,TION: I! the RPG round could be detonated on somo ob.1ect of litt.le 
value before'hitting the intended terget, the dP.I!ll"l':& to the tFtrp:et would 
be c:l..nilnized. A single sandb&g wall ::~round ~n imtallation w('luld sufficllt 
or as in the c;se of one unit, chl'lin linked fencin~ was pl;:oced 11ronrrl. the 
Ml09 ho~itzer and FDC to establish this addition::>l protection. 

~: External loads for airmobile operation3. 

DISCUSSIONr Time is criticnl in all eirl:lobile oper:1tions. An t>rliller.y 
unit can seYe a consicterable a.oount of'tirn.e by exte~u1lly loecing liS t::1Ch 
of ita . yuipment and cargo as possible. 

OBSERVATION: By using A-22 bags, c~rgo nets ?nC slir.g rirged trPilers, 
a majority "f the equipment and suppEe! of :m l!rtillecy C!'ln btt lo&ded 
ext'!rnally. 

ITEM: Use of separ~te perso~~el sorties on eirrnobile oper?tions. 

DISCUSSIO~!: A great amou.'1t of tirnl'l c?n be s2ved during l'!i:rm::>hile oper­
rations if a.ll gun crews c2n be lifted in se<;>RrAte peMO!"lnel llorties. 
This alleviate:; ·.the necessity of l:~ndir.g cech howiber section sortie to 
unload the cr"M. However, the time sav·e,__ h2s to be el!refull~r weif!hted.. 
against the risk or operation2l loss if one or r~re of the per~onnel.s0r­
tics is lost. On short ~ve~ over e relotively se~~re ares, the ~~n~er 
of loss is mini~. 

OBSZR:l!,Timi: When the tacticel situation pel"!!!its a·eonsider.,hle .11n.:mnt 
of til:'.e con be sc>ved durin~ a.1 a:irmobile oper;>tion'l, if " T:l.'>.iori.tv of the 
perscr~el of the unit arc ~oved by con~olid~ted per~nr.el ~orties, 

1~1!: Ad.~ustmcnt of close- tn defensive fires • 
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ting clc3e-in defensive fires. 

OBSERVCl'ION: When selecting ttie adjusti~ piece for clos&-in defeMiw 
,,fires, select the hgloritzer nearest the friendly element. In this wv 
~hen t.l'te battery is fired, ill rounds will tend to i.m:J:xlct on the sl'lt'e eide 
of the adjusting piece •. 

m!!: Reduction of Casualties. 

DISCUSSION: Many caeu•'4tie!l are caused .from .~mrtar 11nd RPG &ttl'!cks. 
These attacks usually I:·C.cUl' from the hours of early evening throuph lttte 
!IIOrning. Protect:ve ve~ts and steel helmets are issued to all individ­
uals., also all units coru.:eruct personnel shelters in ell positions. 

OBSERVATIONS: Although it cannot be predicted when mort~:~r !nd RPG !'ttltcks 
will occur, the .:xposure. of personnel to these atts eke are edvereel.v r.e­
duced.H' they sre :reouired to be in their protect! ve ehalters or be re-. 
qui red to wear their protect! ve vests l'lnd steel helmets durlrw: the hours 
of darkness. 

ml;!: Fire Support Patrol &sea. 

DISCUSSION: Due to the 1a ck of f:i.nl ground during the m::msoon se.11son in 
some areas, it is extremely difficult to construct. howitzer firinp; JlO'!' 
sition in fire support patrol bases. 

OBSERVATIO!l: In constructing a firing position for 1 howltzer in wet 
terrain, a rectangul.ar stand of eand bl!gs covered with Pierced Steel. 
Planldng (PSP) will provide a solid pletform in a miniJ:r.llll: •mount of time. 

~! ~bbile Fire Direction Cmter (FDC). 

DISCUSSION: l):-Inng the dieplacement of any artillel'jl" hMdr>u~>rtere, it 1~ 
necessacy to !:Ilintain collll'!lUTlications with low.~t', higher end 1ld.111cent hel'ld­
qu.:ntera. Also upon arrl val.. in e. new position, it. is necee~PrY to es­
tablish co~ications i~ediately and plPce the FDC in operPtion ae soon 
as noeaible. 

OBSERVATION: A COI!lf'act FDC for 'Doth a b11ttalion or battery cton be buil-t 
into a 3/4 ton truck and trailer. By judiciom.< :'!election of errui~nt -
and caref'ul loading, this instllllPtion· ie evailable for ,.~d or llil"l!Xlbile 
r::ovement and can be emplnoed with minimum time ~"nd effoz:t • 

.D.:lili= Pre_Planned Artille:y and Air Strike Coordination. 

DISCUSSION: The simultaneous employment of artillery end ~ir etrlkee re­
quires detailed coordination. ,\ simple, effective tool for preplen."led 
employment is an Affi/t..?..TY Coo~.ination Line, more often thl'n not 11 lifle 
independent or norml Fire Coordination Lines (F~). All col:l"lPnde~, 
FACa and FDCs are m.3de aware of one or ::ore well defined terrdn features • 
which are identified in the operation order a a IIIR/A'R'l'Y- CoorCin .. +,ion Lines. 
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The line(s) is used to check fir3 artille·ry durl.ng air stri-lt~ in ~t sp­
cified area. - c.ircraft pilots are ·instructed <'nd controlled by the Bri­
gade FAC to restrict their flight pattern eo as not•to fly beyond the· 
designated coordination line during a strike; hence, art!llerv·is pel'­
mitted to contim•e firing in all but t1 small porticm of the AO. 

OBSERVATION: A procedure is necessary whereby artillery and l'liretrikes 
can be conducted· simultaneously - AIR/ARTY Coordination Line ie one 
effective method. 

I'l'.EM: Artillery and Army Aviation Coordimtion. 

DISCUSSION: While supporting large ac<>le comb11t l!~seults with multiple 
lifts and/or l:lllltiple LZs extremely detailed coordinPtion is rei"'Uired be·· 
tween the nrtillery battalion and t~c Air ?~bile Commancer, in order to: 

l. Insure that all rounds rJ:lve impacted on the LZ before the firet 
aircraft come :;.n and that the pilot of the le~d llircraft knows this. 

2. Have a. minimum time gap between the end of the artillerv pre­
paration "nd the first helicopter touch down. 

3. To accomplish this, the artillery bntt"!lioll h."s had in its FDC 
an aviation battalion 1~0 on two operations, eauippcd with rPdio in or0er 
to speak directly to the :..ir l·k:lbile f'..oll'm'!nder. It hl'ls worked perfectly 
a::1d has aided irumensely in eliminating a critical problet~. 

OBSERVATION: On any large scale airnobile oper<>tion sn A~ Avil'ltor 
froo the supporting unit should be present l'lt the direct SUT1rort l'rlil­
lery FDC. 

ITSH: · Check Fires. 

DISCUSSicti: For a long while, indil:!crinir.ate il:Iposition of check firGS 
drastically affected combat opcr~tions by h2lting all ertillery/oort&r 
fires throughout large :;reas of operations When actually onl:v '~ s~ll 
portion of 1t reoui1ed free aircr~ft acce~s. lst Bripade ~nd 7th B!t­
tal:ion, 11th /,rtillery now use a policy whereby 11n nircra.ft enteri!1f" 
its AO reauests a check fire - th<J senior ground C6t:m!'>nder then ctecirles 
which support h.; needs most, artillery or aviation, t~nd lltmroves or dis­
approves the reouest. 

o::s~::w:,TIO~l: When an ;.drcrAft enters an AO and reotiests I! check fire, 
the artillerJ headquarters should offer the reouest to the ~round comman­
der' s headquarters for the decision. 

J..TI;1:1: Jungle Clearing with De."::Ilition. 

DISCUSSIC::: During the last three oonths the 65th Rnpineer Battalion 
h<1s been heavily· CO!;lm:L:.ted to cle<>ring r'ensc .jungle Pnd hedperows in in­
::~cessible areas. · ~-bst of the work has. been l'Ccomplished by the m::~ssive 
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use or delmlltions, primarily the bangelore torpedo. The~e cle!!rln~Z 
operations took place in widely scattered are:>s within the ?.5th Inf:>ntrv 
Division TAOR and involved clearing isolated ~anale ;;nd etr.a.m lines Ill! 

well as areas of poor trafficability on the fringe~ of convention!llv 
cleared areM. 

The bangalore torpedo is e. demolition charf!e desi@iled priiMrilv to 
rapidly breach Cline field and ul.lrbed wire entllnglements. The b~tl'l~lore 
torpedoes used on th~se operations were made betW.en 1943 - 1944, they 
had & main charge of !l.lllOtol and a bco3ter of TNT. The bangalore torpe­
do is effective for clearing dense brush becauee of th• fragmentation 
as well as the blast effect. Since it i~ ~ linear charge it is p11rtic-
ularly effective against bamboo thicket. 

The first operation employing bar~alorea took plAce in the c11n~l 
systems along the vleet bank of the SJJCON River from coordinetee XT809-
1QQ to XT?Q90?0 .. in August 1967. Nine :""lajor canals went cle11red on this 
oper2tion. The canals were cleared for an everage length of fifteen­
hundred l!!'!!tere. In addition, thousands of meters of interconnecting 
hedgercW's were eliminated. Bangalore torpedoetS wore ueed to re!X>ve most 
of theo. 

The banks were covered with trees averaging about eight inches in 
dia.I:leter and dense·thickets of brush ?..rri bamboo. The brush was thicke!ft 
close to the river. All trees over four inchee in diAmeter were ch~rped 
with C-4. An..v t.hicket too dense to be e?.sily removed by l:l!<chette were 
charged with bangalores. Close to the river the brueh extenned out into 
the canal as much as 5 meters. In these areas bengalor~e were pl~ced 
perpendiCular to the canal. On the b~nke they were plAced PArallel with 
its axis. Freauently the bangaloree were pleced unrlenn'!ter em:mg th• 
rootg of the larger and denser clumps of brueh. 1'his WIS found to be 
very effective at l~w tide. 

The normal procedure however, wae tG plRce the b~ngalores ~hout a 
foot off the ground and aa close as possible to the heavier brush. All 
ch~rges were tied with a ring main. 

In some areas of very dense vegetation it Wile neeeseary to use h~n­
galores to rel!l!jve the undergrowth before the l.;rger tt·eee could be chl'rr­
ed. 

Demolition resupply W"I.B by helicopter. Beng~.lores were hroup:ht by 
Chinook to a central location and then carried to the site on foot or by 
rubber boat. Other demo was supplied directly to the !!lite b;r UH-lD. 

Squads in this terrain cleared up to 500 mete~ per day. 

Demolition expenditures was from 200 - )IX) lb of C-4 per hundroo me­
ters of canal (b?th sides) and up to 10 bang2lore·k1te and 1500 feet of 
detonating cord per hundred aetere. 



On cnnals between XT799020 ~nd Y:r777616 terr;oin was simulPr to'the 
previous operation but local flooding made lo~stics more difficult. 
Experiments were I!lC!de in resupplying bange>lcres by UH-lD instePd of h;r 
Chinook. This took longer but got the demolition dosed to the Are<J 
where it was to be used. Pne~tic Assault Boat~ were used to P n-e,.ter 
extent for both placing and transporting demolitions. In some c:?::'ls the 
brush was so dense that all work had to be done from the hoPts Pnd line 
~~in.run down the center of the cP.nal. BRngalores were plAced perpen­
dic~ar to the stream when placed directly from the boP.t. 

In general there were :.ess trees and mre brush in this are~~ 11nd 
therefore less C~ and detonating cord were used. BP.ngalores were used 
at the rat~ of 10 to 20 per hundred meters. 

vlith the greater need for bangJJlores and the po6r workinp conclitions 
squads ofteri did not do better th~n 200 meters a day. 

Sorn.ewhot different problems were encountered in the THAI HY ~rea. 
There monsoon floodir~ and poor soil conditions comhined to mPY.e cle~r­
ing with Rome Plows in the fringe areas imPossible. Most ~f the rlense 
brush grew. in hedgerows 1 to 3 meters wide. Host of this WPB dense o!!c­
boo. In r:Jany cases the hedgerows also had trees of e12Trl.ficP.nt. size. 

Bangalores were pJ.<~ced dmm the center of the hedgerows. In the 
der~c thickets they were plAced perpendiculPr to the ~xis of the h~d~e­
row. They we1a:elevated abQut a fo~t off the ground in most cPsee, to 
nak:e !Xlre effccti ve use of the frog:nentation from the bengalores. 

vfuen the b?ngalores were placed at rij'ht ;mgles C?re was t.-1-.en to 
I:l.?.ke sure that the boosters were touching. 'dhen this was. imnossible the 
ch•'! rges were individually mined. 

Trees l2reer U1an 4 ioches were chPrged with C-4. All ch~r~es were 
tied to a line rn.Jin. 

Logistics were !JI.lCh less of a problem in this ArE.·l. BAngAlores were 
bro~ght in by helicopter and by truck. They were hnuled to the site on 
pole tra.ilers after the '· :1ses hari been broken down [>nd the bPnpPlorl)s 
assel:lb],ed in sections ot ·~wo. Anoored per:son.'1el carriers towed tho tt?il­
ers to the site. The APCs drove along the hedgerows PnC. the b~n~llloree 
were pulled off ~n whatever quantity neces~ary; in this mPnner 8 anu~d 
could clear up to 1000 meters a doy when prope;:ly supported. 

Bangalore~ were ~penced at the rate of 10-12 per hundred meters. 
Eighty pounds of C-4 and 800 feet of detonating cord w.,r,.. "l~~ '!!SeC every 
hundred I:ileters. 

During clearir.g operation conr'.u-:::ted in th'e P.i) EO HOODS f'Tom XT5PP310 
to ZT565325, difficulty was encountered near t 'e SUGO:J Riv8r. Her.v 
ditchea.<md trenches e.s well <1S S'Wrll!lp and rice p:!ddies IMde the river 
bar~s inaccessible to dozer~ end nome Plows. This in~ccessible strip of 



~M Ft"'f:FJJ TJI"li-

jungle a.veraged at-out 15 meters wide. It was destroyed by pll'cin!l" hsn,a­
lore8 the width o': the strip, perpendicular to the river on 4 meter cen-. 
ters. 

In mst cases the bangalores were brcught to the site on pol~~; ·t~il­
ers but placing them was difficult, especially in the nooded !!Tel' •• In 
this terrain a squad could place about 250 meters of cherge per d~y. 

Up to 24 bangalore ·kits and about 600 feet of deton<>tinp cord wer. 
used· per hundred meters. No attempt ·.n~s Jll.<lde to blow the trees., there­
fore, no C-4 was used. 

OBSERVATION: Experience with bangalore·torpe<!oee in these C!lers>tions·· 
proves that bangalore torpedoes are ef!ecti ve for ripicQv removin.ll hedg~ 
rows and dense thicketa ·in inaccesssble areas. They ~re e~e:v to pl~ce 
e.nd prine but are difficult to transport. When bPt1g;olorea hPd to be cer­
ried on foot through rough terrain for more th::!n ·~~ few hunctted l':'f;ter8 the 
:,dvantage over hand clearing is margi.n?.l at best. They Are, however, -.:.:.:;, 
effective than any other type of del!Dlition for removinp dense veretl'tior.. 

!.!2:1: Tactical Bridging, Airlifting. 

DISCUSSION: D'..,ring the·l.:st five nonths, Co E, '5th EnFT Bn, h~e ~irlifted 
40 - 38'411 T6 drJT «.!pans, 16 - M4T6 fi7e noat rafts, 7 - four fioP.t LT"1 
and 12 - bridge erection bo~ts. 

OBSERVA TIOH3: 

1. All tactical bridging authorized to this unit er-n be ~irlifted 
and emplaced by CH-47 or Cn-54 helicopters. 

2. This unit·can hnndle twice ~!I much brid~ing ~s ~uthorized due to 
airlift capability. 

3. M4T6 cry spana (38 14" & 45 1 ) can be used extensively fnr ouick 
l·:Sll repc-lirs reauiring the r.rl.nilliUr.l of ti.m.& llnd personnel. 

4. During the mnsoon season when large portions of ro!'dwt>v .'Ire msh­
ed away or \l!Yl.er water, dry sp~ns can be used es & ·;orduroy by cribhinP­
undcr each stiffener and tying them together. 

5. Airli:ting capability has ~:lso rn2de it rossible to instell bridf!93 
and rafts in innccessable areas crrnes ~nd brio~e. trucks.are un~~le to ~o. 

6. lleaction time for any bridge mission has"bcen CUt CDWn to A·mini­
I!nlr.l by h<tvil".g various configurations preassembled. 

7. By airlifting all 'bridging, the·unit h~<s 11ssumed the M!0ed mission 
capability of h<~uling engineer rnaterinls, primllrily rock for roE~d construc­
tion. 



!!21~ Tunnel Destruction in the HO BO ~lOO!JS. 

DISCUSSIOX: During October, Co B, 65th E'ngr Bn, w;::s given the mission to 
set up a pu~ing station 2nd construct e pipeline from the tid~l flpts of 
the Sl.IGON River to a known tunnel complex loc;::ted at XT615302, in the 

HO BO r!OODS. 

Due to the need cf positioning of the first pump in w:>t.er ap't'roxi­
matel:,r 4 feet C:eer-_, a platform was constructed from lipht tilhl:lers :>nd 
placed on six fifty five gallon barrels to cllow it to flo;::t. Three pumn5 
used W?re r2ted 1120 GFM With a l30 foot heet. Piping used was steel Ae­
sault p~ping, 611 diameter. Both 20' an:! 301 section of pipe were used. 

The first 800 6eters of pipe had to be lc>id in wAter ~ryin~ from 2 
feet to 4 feet deep. To assist in stringing the pipe throu~h this ~re~ a 
UHl.::l h'<lS used. Four hooks were fabric<>teC. from 3/8" steel nlPte :>nd · 
fastened to the enC.s of a. 40,0'JO lb- slingo Fipe was flown in hy C:-i~7rs, 
unslung <'n1 the,1 I:Dved in twos to the desire':! locc;ticir.· ey'-the'.1JH1.1:

1
• 'l'he 

use of the Ur-1-.j__D speeds the la:'rir.g of this ;Jipe consider"bly ~nd rer'Uirt:e 
fo11cr pcrsor.nel on the job site. Several thous;md rxters of pipe were 

used. 

To strinr; pi!Oe on the hi~h ground, pipe -..rc>s l::>~deC: on pole trl'iilers 
c.nC:: flo"'il to the c>rea by CH-47s <>nc'. tr.e t r?.iler hooked to i{ll3 .~PC.· 1\m 
perso:--.. :1el c.'<n C.rop the: pipe off ::>f the t ·;oiler 2t desired int:crvels. 

Vr>.rious prc'::llens were cncounterec "in i:t:is onet<d:ion tr::t we:te unfor­
scvn :>.nd c 2usec'. cor.siC:era8le r'.o'tlD time. The·pur::rps, ;;lth"ul!h new, h;oC. t"-0 
r::ajor ;;rohle::!3. The iirst, anr.-!:'.Jst scrio:1s, --..;"s the ':Jre!'lkir.g of coupling 
'::Jct\-:ecn t:Oe rotor onC. pw:") hoad. !cfter several ]J' .. u:;ps hRd fRilerl. the sl"r.:e 
·.-my it -..:as thought th2t ~he wdf'ht- "f t!-le pipe comnf! to ?~ fror.l the 
;cu::;p •..:3s puttir:f teo t;reat a strain .:m it. ITcx:i:;le hose w~s then user to 
join the pipe to the: p.u:rp there~:r relievinp this weif'ht .<!nd E>llcn-ri:w the 
pu::p to vitr.o:te freely. After t~.is install?tio:1 no oore breekciowns .,:!" this 
nature occurod. !he second prc8lc!:". was over hcatinf. 1 solut.ion to the 
:;::ro8le::1 w:;.s to P'-L-:-1? ;Jt night curinf' the cooler r.ours ?nd t ") then -r-w..""i' et 

im:.ervals· durin;; the coy. 

7:;.r:i.-::c:.s r-:-sults were e.--q.ecte;c'.- fro:-~ this floo~inl7. Orr-inAll•.~, 'it ~s 
r-la~;r.<::rl, to t:se CS Gc.s in a c:::;rstCJl forr to conta::rin~te the tu!T' els. !'ly 
C:Si:1t; the H?te~ as I! Carrier the soil ·,-;auld be S!ltur;::ted with the £'"AB, 

renserin~ it t:nus2ble for & long period of ti~. ?tis plen ~~s dro~Qd 
as it woulC. hcve recuired the sec uri tv- elc::'.c:-~t and the 7mdncl'!r person~el 
to live i:-: a. contaJJinated c,rea a.s r.r.1ch ~.•f tr.e g.oJ~ would '10r·ri: its ~:V out 
cf the entrances. 

Ano:r.er plan v.-as to used dv-e· in the ·.·rater. ?his would Allo-..t sn Aerial 
o8scrvcr to see; c.dditional Ciitr~nccs ;;;,:-: 2lso \-;nether or not tho ",{t,ter ~e 
c-:rLinir.f_' '::.c.ck into the river. The r.ye ':Jei:--,g rruite h;::rc to D':"OCure, it was 
c:e:cr:-:ti:-JCd U::..t a. 50 lb t>ag would be '.lSed every 30 r:li.r.•Jtes of puli.ilinl?. 
This sys':.e:-:1 1-.-as never riven a t;ood test 2B dye was r.ot avail?blc durir,g 
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m:>st. of the oper~tion. 

Some positive results were obtained fri:"m tpe pumpin~Z l'lll lArpe 
sections or ground did sink and much of the tunnel eomplex coulrl be 
traced. It can be assumed that these tunnela were destroyed. nue to 
maintenance problems and type of pipe used, demolition probl'lblv woulo 
have been faster. With the background now gAined l!nd the ·recent pro­
curement of large quantities of nexibla pipe the time ref'llired to eet 
a pipeline will be reduced to a matter of severel houMJ rl'lther thll'n two 
days. This !tddition will speed the operation considet?blv .-nd re!"I'Uire 
far leas per~~nnel. 

Another consideration would be to place explosivee throtlehout the 
complex. After tbe tunnel has been nooded it. r:ould then be detons>ted. 
The water tamping would greatly increase tfie effectivenese of the ex­
plosive and· Should cause total destruction. 

OBSERVATION: Tunnel destruction can be accomplished with wPter. 11lith 
zoore pract:.ce and recent addition of flexible hose the onerPtion c"n b• 
accomplished quickly, For total destruction it is recolll!llended thl"t a 
small quantity of' demolitior. be used with the water; Sel~tion .;,f the 
tunnels to be destroyed in this fashion must b• carefully !!'Jlde eo •e to 
be near a large water .source and be within the ran~ of t.he t:lUJ!!p 1 e C~''P8-
biH.tr. 

(3) Trl!ining and Organi:uttion. None., 

(4) Intelligence. 

~: Reproduc±ng Overlays on Acetate. 

DISCUSSION: Frequently the 25th MI DetPchment.Imarery Interpr•tstion 
Section must produce (i")Verlays on cle;or ncetl!te. To ret~roduce thie -oro­
duct on a.cet<Jte best results are obtain!'!d when frosty aeatAte ~>nd ink • 
are ueed on the negative. Regular overll'ly pl:'per will work, however, the 
marking must be in ink and it tekea considerably lonper to "l!l!rk otterhv 
paper with ink than frosty acetate. Co!Ilbined Ir:.tellige:,ce Center, Viet 
Nno (CICV) can reproduce cverl::>ys on clear acet11te from these nel'~>t.ivee 
using an ozilid nachine. Engineers Rleo h~ve acceae to this type of 
machine. Th~ Bruning Machine loc:1ted in the"G2 <'~nd G3 Sections Cl'n !!leo 
be us'3d to produce overlays on clear ecetate. 

OBSERV/,.'l'ION: \-/hen enough lead time is aveil~ble, the Imap:ery Interpre­
tation Section should p:oduce a frosty acetate ne~tive and·the !scili­
ties at CICV should be used to produce a clear acetate copv. 

~: Knowledge of VC Infrastructure •• 

DISCUSSION: It is important that a eirn:ple definition of the ""\.nfn­
structure be employed witrin agencies targeted Pg~in~t the in!reatruc-· 
ture. Basic publications should be produced to allow the inctivi~usle 
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working against the infrastructure to learn how to conduct their oper­
ations. 

OBSERVATION: There must be a. single definition or VC inft'l'lstrur.b1re. 

f~: The VC have had considerable success recruiting former. US det~in­
ees. 

DISCUSSION: VCPW LE VAN DO stated th~t although the VC were h~vinp con­
siderable difficulty recruiting in CIJ CHI District, "it ~s reltltivel:V 
easy to recruit people who were former I.B detPinees. He claimed th11t 
these people were generally disench~nted ~nd irritated by their lon~ de­
tEntion by US a.uthorities. 

OBSEnVATIO~r: Efforts should be mde to insure th<>t only nlid .:ruspects 
are detained and ~lso to insure that the interro~~tion and relePse of 
Ihnocent 'Civilians <md Civil Defendants is accomplished 1'1! rPtpidlv lls 

possible. 

~: Capture Tags. 

DISCU!:J;nOU: In mny inst::~nces, detaineee ere evscueted wit.hor+, ,. Cl'lr>ture 
tag or with one which contains fr!gllent:>ry, incomnlete, or erroneous in­
formation. It is nlmost imoossible to· grdn th.:~ uuper hend durin!" the 
initial interrogation when this occurs. It is therefore essentiFl th~t 
capturing units Complete indi v:i.dunl Ci'Dture t11g5. in the field pr6vitlin£r 
complete details of the cnpture of eilch ceti'inee. In ~ome c~ses, oer­
sonnel of the capturing unit's head0uarters h~ve Pttemotoct to cornplet8 
tags after the arrival of tre det<linee at the Division F>'i' Collectine 
Point. The lack of first hand information concerning the circ,.unstAnces 
of the capture of the indivicual leads to serious ota8Btons of vit~l in­
fcrnation. 

OBSER.Vt..TIO:J: EYery soldier assigned to combPt units should Clllrr;T ~~tnd 
know how to col:lplete CPpturc t~<S of detAined persons • 

.ll]1i: 'IC Booby T:l-n.ps. 

DISCUSSION: During Operation KUNIA tre' 65th En" Bn discovered two VC 
booby traps rigged in the following manner: /, hand E!'ren!>de with the t'lin 
pulled was placed beb~-r the surf?ce of the ground and. covered with seve­
ral scraps of tin·or other metal objects th~t ~ould be picked Up on t 

detector, however, were not heavy enou~h in itself to nrevent the hand 
grenade handle from being released. This was ~ccomplished h.y covering 
the booby trap (BBT) with dirt ( exan:ple, on a road) thus eddin!? )reipht 
to the ~tal. The desired results were for a mine detector'to senee 
the ruetl!l, the solders ?rob~ end locate the suspP.ctcd .mine, ·remove the 
di~ which preYented the handle frol:l being releAsed Pnd the h~rid ere­
nade would detonate. 

03S11:l'::Timi; By probing eroun:i the suspected mine of BBT the enl!'ineete 
c!eterr:ined the size of the booby trap:. removed the dirt surrouncJinl" it 
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to determine the type~ne rbuntl prior·toA~ttemrtir~ t~ ~ebtro~·~t. 

~: VC/r.NA Trail :1-l:ark:ines. 

DISCUSSION: VC/t.,:VA forces have devised A method for l!ll!lrki!!P' mP;ior tr,.iltl. 

OBSERVATION: While conducting recent search <>nd destrov opel'Ptions in 
AO BILLER, in BHlH DUONG Province, agP.inst VC/NV!, forces PM instAlla­
tions, north of the 1-ITCHELIN Plantation, it ~5 observed by 3d Bn, 22d 
:nr, 25th Inf Div, tn2t enemy forc~s were using a p~rticUl~r meth~~ ~o 

·mark sr-ecific trails. The are& was crise-¢rossed trl'ils. To Trll"r!<: U'e 
~jor supply route:~ through the arM, notchel!l were cut ir. 8 anecifi•! 
apecie of hardwood tree. In these notches was pl11 ced· fl~tliiMble m;;.terillll!l. 
ilhen conducting resupply during the J::oura of dPrkness, the eubstl'lne• in 
the notches was ignited alo~ the route, much in the BAme manner 115 l'!llll'tll 

street lamps. The trees notched were Bpprcxi~tely fifty (5) meters a­
part. The notches were cut Appro:d.mtely ( 5) feet from the fO"'Und. !1ue 
to the dense vegetation <md high jm1gle canopy this method of trPil m.:ork­
ing is ri fficult to detect. 

lTE~: ::::ncrzy Et:1ployment of Fressure vetonated ,\nti-Vehicul"r Minee. 

DISCUSSION: 'llhile providing work P-"rlY security on Hiphway L., :1e>rth ,r 
N!JI :a;, ilEll in northern TAY • rrr:JH Province, the Recon Pl~toon -"r.d >!orl~>r 
Platoon, 2d Bn, 34th ArrrDr, tracks hit 3 anti-vehicular mines rei!IUltlnF 
5.n combat, loss of 3 AFCs. The roi'lri t:<;d been ~ept with mineaweeners 
prior to the vehicl.es 11oving over tl::e area. On t'I<.'O of the t!iree occP5ione 
more than 7 vehicles passed over the mine:!! before deton.:>tlon. Tw:J of 
the thl'€e holes examined were free of metallic d~i!bria ·..vhile the other 
had very sr:Jall pieces of :netal. The rol'.d Wl'IS well p:>cked le~.vinf" no in­
dication cf recently emplaced minee. It W&s Bleo noted th~t·~t ePch 
:nine lccntion theY'€ Wa.s a lct;.•ge tree on the side of the roJ:~d, there were 
no ather indications. ~he ~nes were either non-metallic or buried too 
deep for t~'Je ~ne sweeper to detect. 

09S:.:f:VATION: The usc of deeper ;Jro?ing devices or :-tcPvy rollers on the 
front of t:mks would be en effective c::enne of counterin.F' this bme of 
m:i.ne warfare. 

(5) Logistics. 

~: Power Cables for GeneratorJ. 

DISCUSSION: Power cables from gener~tors to Muipmenr. were initidl;r 
laid underground F.nd with the advent of the Mon~oon Se~son axcessiva· 
problems with electrical short- circuiting hAmpered the inoper<>tion, 
Th~ exact location of the power loss could not be determined. 

OBS::::UVATIGr!: Power Cables were strur.g above grotmd usir.,g ".'!." fr:omes or 
other substantial support as a temporary measure, ~s the situ~tion dic­
tated. The short circ-tdting of pawer cable:'!! from contPct with ettee:!sive 
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~' water was eJ.j.minated resulting in l!tore effi:=ient oper;;otion of ,!!'ener!tors, 
lt!sa }'X)Wer shortages !ln<! decrease in extra hbor in determinin? the lo­
cation of short circuits. 

~: Sling, 4 le~ged, 10,000 lb Capacity. 

DISCUSSION: Recent operatioi"s within this r:::.,:1.sion hl!ve result.ert in ~>n 
increase in reSUPf'ly by helicopter., The V'l"St llk'",)Ority of this Silp'D}:v is 
beirg accol:lplished by sling load!". Several slir:g loade h~>ve bee11 clro,.,ned 
when th!J sling broke two feet bel.ow the clor:rut ring. Some of the lct>rls 
were destroyed upon impact, other supplies ;ond eruipment were recovered 
intact. An investigotion W?lS 1nitil'lted. All personnel concer:1e<l with 
~lir.~:load operations We~e !l5Sembled ;ond'the ntohlem of checkit~ slin~, 
nats, donuts, maxi~ weight ~apability, etc., ware diecussecl. It WAS 

determined that all slings, webbing, donuts, etc., should be piven 11 verv 
careful inspection (hy·aualified inspectors with tcs~ eouiument) ~o de­
termine ::.erriceability. Cooreination with He, 1st Log Comd reve10led 
th&t there ' no eauipoent ~vailable in-country to test lift e~uin~ent 
end thnt :; :1c5t way to cher.k this eouip:::1ent is b" '."isual inenecti~n -..,v 
qu~fied """:>onnel .. 

OBSERVATIO~:: Tl;e use of helicopters for !"CSU'O"fllY C.<'n he e:Xnect~d to in­
cre<>se for :!lost combat t:nd conb2t support units in 1Jictnl'ln. Hare em­
nhasis on instruction on sling loac techni~u0a is needed ~t ~r~~c~ schools 
and t:-nining centers as well as within unit!': ):reoentl;r stl'ltioned in Viet 
NRI!l..to adeouately prep:l'!"C a sufficient nu.;i::;t'lr of nnalified r,ersoa:el to 
properly r:i g and inspect slinr;s end rig sling loads. 

Aeromedical Evacuation. --
'JISCUSSIO~l= ':'he :redic on the grou:1c'. mnst render adEru~te ·:._r!!.'orr.t' tion to 
the aircraft crew about thE:o :redit.:al st<>tus of the r~:.ient. A Priori.tv 
clt:~ssificat::..on o!' the patient :>lo:1g wit!l a br-ief di~r·:-:osis of l-;1.s in.i1;!"'r 

or illness is re~ired. 'dhen fcar:~ible ~ phyRici!'r. ,.•-nt:ld :::.?kc +hie cll'sa­
ification. ':Then this is nc>t possible, J:1er'.ica. shou~.- con~~ientio1Jel'T use 
thei~ tr<ti.ning by ~deac;.at.cly classifyit:r~ the "O?tier:t llnd b;r rel"'vi:1r to 
the ~ZIJEV.AJ an accur.'ite diagnosb. Severely wounded personrel c ~n re 
save.d by :.-apid e·n1cu?tion; h01'1ever, slightly wounde-1 oers0r:.e:... ~"ct the 
aircrart .;rew can l:Je lost ·too, if ~ignif!.ce~nt riek::~ aro tPken hec ... uae e 
3litbtly wounded patient h."s been UI'gra.ied t..> a hip.her prioritv. 

OBSERV/,TIOt!: Hl n:cdictJl personnel should 'be constJ>r.tl:v I'W>rl'! of the 
inherent d.CJ!lJ.};ers both t'"l the natient <m:i ·to thl" Pir<:r" ft crew of HPi!Ntd­
ing the classificatioc: (urgent, priority, <!nd ro'.l~ine) of" C!'!:lu~>ltv. 

I~·!: }l:E!Jf_:"J'AC Aircraft on qtPndc:v· with the rn.:!c!icPl h"U~>lion t~n•.ri6es 
effic.:.ent e<nd timely evacuation of c~sulllties from the b11ttle field. 

DISCUSSION: During this quarL:r l-E'DEV,\C !!ircrPft were l'lttl'lched to the 
medic!!l batt.~lion on a standby hasis. Tlois pl'Oced1·ce ~orked verv well 
in that casualties ••ere extrccteci from the battlefielr. in t1 minimum 
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Bm:)unt of t~ a..~~u were 'receiving treetme'lt in a medicAl fllcilit:v with­

in a short time. 

OBSERVATION: ~AC Aircrart will 2nd do provid~ 11 p:re11t eseet to all 
medical battalions. 

~: Clutch ReleAse i3enrings. 

DISCUSSlON: ~ny clutch rele~:~se be:iril'ig!! were ruined due to the ft>ct 
that improper free tra·•el was not rreint?ined in the clutch llnk~>~e, or 
drivers were riding the clutch pedal. 

OBSERVt.TION: Drivers ~:~re n:,C, aware of tte d~m.::!t'e th~t cen he Cl'used hv 
improper clutch adjustment or ricl.ing the clutch ped!!l. This ·N·oblem h~e 
been brought up at this n:.."mth' s I:ll!inte~'ll:nce l:lCcti~ for correction.· Free 
travel adjustment is the responsibility of orp~nization~>l mech11nics. 

ITEH: Englne Cooling Fan Drive Coupling. 

msr.u::SION: Excessive wearing of the cou.pllng I:Ptinl! s:rline!l contrioutes 
in some cases to she~<ing of the ~plines,. causing enf.ine O\~rhe•tinP. 

OfiSTilV,',TlON: It ~:hould be stressed thP.t personnel rePd the •nplic,hle· 
Technic<>l !1;!rruals for their eauipment. P.nd understAnd the contents. The 
excessive spline wear in this case was due to the use of incorrect type 

grease. 

ITEM: Trar:spoL-tation of Office l'l.:lch~nes. 

DISCU~: Office oochines ar~ being dllll'J!geC to the point of Bl'!lVl"f!e 
by whAt ? .. ppeare to be i:r:p::-cper transport~tio:1. l.:ni ts h:>ve stecked 
equipl"lCnt into t'1e re<1r of trucks a".king no effoJ.-t to secure them from 
dar.:tge during ti·cnsport2tion. 

OBS'ERV'SION: Cof.unano.l';rs rrrust be made aware of such neglect r;t the e•rl­

iast opportunity. 

~: ~-2intemmce of Genei'?.tors •. 

DISCUSSION: GenerP. .. or operator:! epperent':.y Are n:n. l'denu~telv ml'intl'in­
ing their gener<lto:r.l. The rnintene>nct ap:.CP.rs to be ?Ulled 11t irregul~r 
interv~l~ rather than on e scheduled l.J2 si:l. This t::"Pn c11use mrnv bn~ek-
downs. 

OBSERVATION: Genera~or~ run in pairs h.nve le~s tr6uhla 'th?i: those run­
ning alone. ~s ~llo~s more time fer mninten~nce. 

~: Clogged 3ore EV&cuator. 

DlSCUS~HON: Co~.tinu0us heavy firing r,f' the Hl09 eelf propc:;_led howitzt•r 
causes the bore evacuator to cecome clof'r,ed ·n'i.th ::,;,r-')o.1. In some C"Be3 
buildup has become &- acute ~s to pr0.v~~L the removal of the OV8~u~tor. 
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OBSERVr~TIOU: To o~~void the necessity "f cutting orr·bore eVPcu:~tors, 
units must insure th:ot the evaet~.o>tors are clc~>ned at regulAr intervBl!!l. 

ITEM: Improper Oil Level. 

DISCUSSION: A total of four engines were caused to become unserv:ic~ble 
due to What appcdred to be improper oil level nnd/or the lAck of Ch!!ng­ine oil and filters. 

0!3SEnV,\Timr: Oil levels must be w~tched closely. tdded at+.enfion is 
reauired on contirr..1ous operCJtion of engines :'!UCh t>e J?enert>tors. "'he oil 
should be: changed at least as often as reCltlir!d by the li'.:'Dlic~hle LO ~tnd 
when operating in extremely dusty conditiors :JS o.:'ten 1'1!!1 re"1..l.ired to in­sure efficient lubrication. 

-ITEH: Short Supply of ,\nt.enna A.T-892/PRC-25. 

DISCUSSIOU: To alleviate· the short?.ge of short ~nterma for the AN/rnc-
25 and ArllrRC-10 antennas, AT-272 ar~ennas t.,ere ~ble to be e11sil:v i-e­
thrcadcd. Ficld reports indicated no loss in· 2'1!nge or relieohilitv. 

OBSE!"i.v:,TION: Substitute3 are avaihble for the AT-892/P'"'C-25 ~ntenn,.. 
~: Proper Slir.g Loading of /,mored Personnel Carriers (.t,PC). 

IiiSCUSSIOii: The e:Jg.i.ne of tr.e M-11.3 AFC must bP. removed Defore slind.n~; 
an .:tPC. CoiJseouently the er>~?ine top cover must be rcl:!Oved. 'I'he riPht 
front tie down point for sling loading is on this engine top cover. 

09SERV:.TION: Often ilfter removing the enf,:i.ne the t-f"'~ -:.~;oc-r is not bolt­
ed b~ck, giving no attachment point. Be sure ~_:--,:. ::.,·Jp-ine ton cover is 
securely bolted C:mm before attempting tc> 5ling loAd en H-11.3. 

JTilli: UH-1 Helicc,pter Lt:.bri'.:..o:!.on Oil. 

DISCUSSIOU: A ~P~-: ~i.tute tur"bine engine oil #2.3699A is in the eu~l:v 
systen. Th.~ p <l i~ for enpnes only, ;mi. will not be mixed with 780R. 
Both oiJ cont~iners look alike. 

'.J.:3SErr7ATIO!~: Due to a nUl!Jber of transmission input ouill sePls fPiJinl!, 
it i::; believed some oils have .'llrc<>dy been m::iJced. Only 780P "nC 7f':OPF oil ~ho•.lld be used. 

~: Tow C9.bles. 

DiscussrmJ: 1'he OVE tow cables on b.:Jth the t-<-nks -"nd ~,Pes Pt-e too short 
for recovery work. A locally fabric8ted tow cable ~ about 40 feet h~s 
worked best for recovering vehicles stuck in rnud. ~e 40 foo+ C-"bles 
h:"Jve enabled the Sco'...'t Sectio!"l ?n:l the Tank Section to reccver their own 
vehicles on l:lar,y occasions where thay would h<'ve hAd to CPll !or \~ (}!.88). 
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OBSERVh.TIO!;: Longer tow cables ere needed to recover tr111ck vehicle~. 

~: Vehicle, Track, Recove~·, MBB (V'rn M88). 

Drscussrm;: The rrain winch c11ble is not long enoull'h for most recoverv 
operations. A 400 foot c~ble would greatly incre~se the recovery c~p~­
bility of the MB8. The fUll length could'be usee for APCs wit~ e 1:1 
ratio. The ertra length w"'uld enable a. 2.1 r~tio to 'De used when pull­
ing out t2nks (often at 1~ to 2 times vehicle weipht). The m:>in .winch 
cables have a very short use~ble life bece>use of the freouent inPl:Jilit:'l'" 
to get close enough to rig a 2:1 mechanic<>l sdVRnbge. 

CBSERVATION: longer tow cables are needed to recover tre>ck vehicles. 

(6) Civic Action c>nd PSYOPS. 

Drsc::ssrcr:: In m.::.n:; :.r-::t~>nces there is 11 tendency for l'S Civic hction 
per!'.on:1el to r:::~,. thcr:!;Selvea popt!le>r t!"lrourh the dist!"ib:r!:ion of rs 
clot!-.i .. Dc .:.,.:..: co~o1itics. This is «n acth"ity which should be Rccomol'ni­
ed. :,:;· Lhe Vietnamese o!'fici-'lls nne' on,.y rr~:-.itorcd by US personnel. A 
systen of c!ist ributior: w!"lereby the Vietna~ese offici!, ls "ctu111 11 v co·1duct 
the cistri:..:.:.:.on will greatl:.- ~:Ll2nCe· their illl"ge in the &ves of tho Vict­
!'la::lcee.people. 

::l:?SK:'..TATIO:;: All distribution of U3 food :!r.d commodities should 'be con-
ducted by Vietmrilcse officic>ls so as to en!J~nco th.::ir in~f'e wit.!: the 

Vietr:u:Jese peoolc. The US p<?rsor.nel ::JhOi.:lct r:;:,t ple>v ::.n Pcti\•c p?rt in 
the cistributi~n, tut shoti.lc! mo:1ito1· ;nrl im~ th?t all it~ rcPch the 
inter:ded recipient's~~. 

:JISCUSSIC:l: The projects in rr:y Civic f,cti0r! pra,crf'm shm:lr'. s1>Usfv the 
nr·c.•:i.:o ;,nd desirC:s of the Vi!:'tnar.!ese people. Vietm::teae P"rticip~tion is 
di~:icult ~~1 ofts~ ti~~s ~~Jcci~le to obt?in ur~ess t~e pc.~ple desire 
i:. f.dr~:icul2r c;, pro,;cct. T!'.r; S-5 C.'\n c:etemine the needs ?nr! rlesires of 
the \ri .::tJ:.1r.ese pco~le ir~ his ? rea f r·.:-~ dih':.t;.S3inn~ loti t!l. -~r.c ~.~:..~l ~dvisor, 
lo::c.l officic>ls, ~nd froT!l the people of tr,e vi.ll;> ge Pnd h"r.U.et. :Cre­
<:;".!Cntly a conflict ari:o'.::S between what +he people desire ~nd w'l"t otherS 
f€el is neC'·ied. r; the prohlc:::. coe~ arise '1 co~rcmee r:-;.y be in orC.er. 
A desired type project. ::ri.f'ht ·->~:: completed t~~ort• " ne~. t~,;-e t'r:>.'ect is 
st~rtec. Tr~s will of course ir.v~lve P C.0lay in the or0iec~ n~rec, hut 
will £'in tr.e SU!:?Ort ?nrl confice~ce or the people SO t~"t the neerled 
project will he supported by the pe0ple. An ~"rn;:>le wo•..:.ld l;e to show 
fi~ on the need :or casing c:nr! capp3 r.g wel.cs s0 t!'.Pt the people will 
tGen C€sire hetter wel~s. 

C~~S?.\'.'TICJ: It i::> il:!;:Jortan( t.h;-t CA projects ~P.tisfy the need ~>S well 
c:s :r:e desires of the people. .~n app~och. ;.roulr. re to e"ucr.te the r>ooplo 
so c:s to crea':e the de:Jire in crv:er to co:r~icte the '!eed ':\~ t~ro.iect. 
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ITEM: Pennanent Civic Action Areas or Responsibility. 

DISCUSSION: One~ a unit ha:s 'been P-ssigned an 2re& to conduct CA it i8 
imperative that this area reJDP.:Ln pe:nro>nent until the Area is pAcified. 
If contirruity does not exist the people in P' given arel!l will he hesit•nt 
to .cooperate, re<>rful of Viet Cong rcprl:sals, ;>nd generall;r apprehensive 
about the ovcrell pacification program. 

OBSERV/;TION: All efforts should be !ll.'!rle to ltB:s-i~m perm:>nent CA are~!5 or 
responsibility so .;h?t there will be· contirruity Pnd thue en111ble p~cifi­
c~tion or an Rrea to be accomplished • 

.!,TI;1i: Scheduled M?.DCtJ'S. 

DISCUSSION: Past procedttre·has 'been to select's h,..mlet.11t r:>nrlom·~>nd ~o 
into the hamlet unannounced, set up the MF.DC.\P, :>nrl then tre~>t the people .. 
The obvious deficiency in the prognm W8S thllt when the vc:DCt.P en~~ for 
th~t day the patients were either never seen •F"'in, or else, thev were 
not seen ag<'in until many weeks later when the 1-?DCAP te!!m p~:>in visited 
the hamlet. Scheduled BF.DC/,PS will overcome this deficiency Pnd produce' 
other advnntageous results. Vietnamese medic11l personnel c:>n be tr.-in~, 
pnrn:Jnent facilities improved and better eouipped medicPl records 11V'in­
tained on each pl!tient treated and the overall ilMge of U'le Vietnl'meee 
u:edical personnel improved in the ~s of their own people. 

OBSELlVATION: Greater empn?.sis should ~e pl:>ced on scheduled Ml':~C·WS 
whenever Becurity peri:Iits. Unan!'lounced 1--!":DC/\PS should continue !'IS in 
the past in unsecure areas and with tactically deploved units. 

ITEM: Aerial Broadcasts. 

DISCUSSION: Due to the stringent reguiatiqns in VC/tNA units ~>nd the low 
literacy rate~ leaflet drops are not an ef~ective mePns of'conr.ucting 
PSYOPS in certain areas.. During interviews with Hoi Chenh, it h~>s been 
found that rure VC/t-.TV,'. h<>vc bee!l made aware of the Chieu Hoi Pro~111m as 
a result of hearing loudspeaker bro2dc?sts thl'n thlQugh rcPdinp le~flets. 

OBSEi1Vf•TION: Loudspealrer broadcasts are the m:>st effective mePns of 
disseminating prop&~3nca .. 

I!]ill: Col!llluru.cation During Aeri2l LoudspJaker Oper;:otions. 

DISCUSSION: Aerial loudspe;:oker broadcasts are affected bv we~>ther condi­
tions, flight pattorn9, height 2nd 2ir speed. Due to these vari~bles it 
is impossible for the people "in the :lircraft to insure th~>t the bro.adc11st 
ie being heard on the eround. Co=mic~tions must be !ll"in+-•_::ed with 
personnel on the ground to pretest the loudspe:. ;ker messege prior to ny­
i~~ the target area. 

OBSERVATION: An extra r?-dio tuned to ne~rby ground forces for cements 
on loudspeaker broadca!5ts cari help i~fure th3t Pn ~udible rness:>ge ?ete to 
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the target audience. 

ITEH: Increased Inducements to- Returnees. 

DISCUSSION'~ Based on interviews with returnees durl.np the ChHJU Hoi 
Offensive. monetary inducements to r~lly were not a m1jor motiv:oting 
factor. Primary reasons for retUrning were desire to he with f~>milv -.nd 
fear of a.rtillery and airstrikee. The prim<>ry f;:.ctor which determined 
whether or not the individual rallied w;;s the· opportunity to Pet. ~>way 
from hi.s unit and get to a safe area to rally'. 

OESERV:..TION: EmphaSis should be pleced on famil.v Chieu Hoi awe~>ls ~tnd 
allied power themes. Ra.lly points should be set up :>nd widelv"publi­
ci~ed to provide increased opportunity for the VC/NVA to r~lly. 

~: Coordination of Civic Affaira at District Level. 

DISCUSSION: All civic aff?.irs activities should be cleared throu~h the 
district chief mrl should be carried out with as:sistPnce bv him if pos­
sible. It has been found that working directl;r with· ll h~>mlet or vi.lll!l~!e 
chief often leads to the mieuse of distributed items. 

OPSERVATION: A good worldng relationship with the Vietl'l."meee people, 
especially the local official, is mand~tory for a successful civic llction 
progran in a.,..y area. 

b. Recommerrlations. 

(1) Personnel. 

(a) That two (2) preventiVe·medicine specialists be 
made a part of the Division Surgeon 1 a Office. 

(b) That the Chief Medical Non-Commissioned Officer's 
TOE position in the Office of the Division Surgeon ·be euthorized I! Ser­
geant ¥4jor (E-9) instead of MAster Sergeent (E-8). 

(2) Operations. 

(a) 1'ha t the medical Pl.E toone within I nf~> nt ry, A rti~-­
lery ~Jd battalions be used in field oper9tions in Vietnam. 

(b) That org8nic MEIJF.VAC aircraft be ,.uthorized e•ch 
Division Medical Battalion. 

(c) Th~t .units overcome the effective VC tectic of me­
posing small forces as bait by aggressive reconnaissance bv fire ,.nd.hy 
using all supporting fires available to probe suspected VC positione. 

(d) That unite avoid entering whlot 11roe,.r to be d&­
eerted enemy base camps without firflt employing artillery l>nd/or &ir-
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strikes. 

(e) That unit a ini ti~t.e the use of a "Checkerh()'> rd" 
pattern in search and destroy operations, which permits unlimite~ fire 
support between elements arrl provides for e detAiled see::-eh of Pn ere:•. 
(See Appendix 2) 

(f) Thc-t artillery <!nd Air Force ordnBnce with "d11isy 
cutter" fuzes be used to saturate heavily wooded areaa to triPI"er i!rl.nee 
and booby traps and· discourage VC ambushes prior to conducting Rome Plow 
clearing operations. 

(g) That units conduct frecruent nil!ht operPtions on 
an irregular schedule and train newly as~igned personnel in night tPct5cs. 

(h) That increased use be made of stay behind pAtrols 
after the departure of a company or batt~lion from a b~ee c~mp. 

3. (C) DA Survey Inforrntion: ·Long Range Reccnnaiss;.nce PPtrol 
(LliRr) (as reauired by USl.RV ~iessage, //80483, subject: . Opf'"'ation'll Re­
port Lesson~ Learned (ORLL) fo:;:- the period ending 31 October 196?). 

a. Org~~zation 0nd Trrining. 

. (1) Organiza-tion. The Division General Order orgetrl.Zing 
the Long Range rreco~~aissance Patrol- (L~nF) Detachment ia GO 3631. The 

LRRP is attached to the 3d So•.:adron, 4th Cavalry. Eoployment of the LTI.RP 
is c'..irected' by the Division lnt.elligcnce Section (G-2) and/or on orrler of' 
the Cavalry Sauadron Cornm.c;nder. Te11ms may be employed by Bri~?edes of th" 
Division in either an att~chcd or Operational Control (OFCON) stetua. The 
LJTIF Detachment has the follo•ring structure: 

(a) Strength: 4 Officers, 36 NCOs ~nd 78 BM 

(b) Headaua rters Section 

(:) Eess Section 

(d) Corrmunication Section 

(e) THo (2) P,~trol Flatoon headcruarters 

(f) 15 i'atrols ( 6 men each) 

(21 Tnining. Trsining was ple.nned :mrl or~nized 'f-Jy thEJ 
3d Squadron, 4th Ca\'<'-liJ•. The t rE·ining program was SUPt'orted by personnel. 
assigned to the 1::-PJ' Dct:1chment, the Squadron's Artillery Forward OI:Jse,rver 
and /,ir Liaison Ofi'icer,cantl the Squadron'e·Corrmunication 1>nd Medic_.l 
Platoons. Ir.structor and s:.rcraft support hns 'been provided b..,. the Sr-•JAd­
ron's Air CE.valry Trocp. Initisl t rainine for the LF.r._p Detachment con·­
sisted of three, one week phases: 
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(a) Phase I: One week of intensive clt'st"Src?m AM 
practical applications. The following subjects were cover-ed: 

(1) First Aid 

{2) Map RePrling 

(3) 'tntelllgence 

(4) Communications 

(5) Forward Observer (FO) and Forward Air Contnlle':" 
(FAC) procedures (Artillery Adjustments). 

{6) Aerial Reconnaissance 

(7) Loading and unlo.<!Clng h~icopters 

(8) \·laterhorne Operntioms 

(9) LZ Selections 

( 10) \veapons FPmili.uizatione 

( 11) Physical Training 

(b) Phase II: One week of refresher ~nd Pd~nced 
training •. This phase was cli!l!AX~ with a waterborne ase~>ult into P. 

specified area of oper~tiona. A three day tactical operetion ~e'•lso 
conducted during this phase. The following subjects were covered. 

( 1) Map ;md Compass Reading 

(2) Intelligence G~therinu Pnd n~uortin~ 

(.3) \·l::~terborne Training 

(c) rhase III: One week of trPining/tPctic~>l emploiment 
(Night Ambushes and Operations). Marl.mur11 use of air lift w;os stres!'!ed. 

(d) A sustained training !'Chedule hes heen init.i,.ted. 
This schednlo supplements the opcr:::tional reouii-ements :onci m"'int:oin~ it 
high st3ndard of tr~ining within the Det?chment. Suhjects covered ~re 
those reouiring emph~sis beyond the initial trPining ph~see (i.e., LZ 
procedures, waterborne operations, ?rtillery ~dju~tment). 

b. Techniaues of Tactical Empl~yment. 

( 1) The umr> Te<H:\S may.be employed in several CJH'~>cities. 
To forn ~.n Ambush P~trol, two te<mJS ?-re com!Jined to fUnction Pl'l $1 sinple 
ambush unit, thus providing a stronger firhting fotco. Y.'hen emolo•red-Ps 
a Stay BPhind Force, norcally 4 Teams ~re combined, ore~Ared to enp~~e the 
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5netcy" until reinforced or extracted, as the situ:Jtion re,..uires. The 
primary method of employment is as ~ neconnai~aance P~trol con~iatin~ 
or one five man team. The patrol function~, not as B fip.hting force, 
but as 3. means of gaining intelligence ,..rior to a l~:rger unit enterinfr 
the area for operations, or for determining enemy t'Jlit loc!tion ~>nd/or 
identity. 

(2) Mearus of insertion, which r>re often determinbi bv the 
type of trl.esion, are as fbllowa: 

(a) Helicopter Insertion: Gener11lly the mo!!lt de!!!ired s 
method of employment. Hay be accomplished in a minimum P.mount of time. 
The area of insertion can be pin-pointed, nnd the te.?m t'll;;>ced without · 
having to commit ground elements in the ~>reP.. 

(b) Tail Gating: Thi~ method is accomplished 'l,y 

ground clements conducting a swee;>/search 11nd destroy. At the in!!lertion 
site the te<~m is t:!ropped out of the r21'lr of Al'Tl'IOred rersonnel CPrrie!. 
The ground force continues with the sweep .nnd is aimult:>neously loc111ted 
in a favor?.ble position to rc;-ct, if the reouirement :>ri!e~. 

(c) Stay Behind: When a pround force le.nves ~n·Pro~ 
of operations, ~ team i!!l left, concealed in the are~ of o~erPtions; Thi! 
is a desirable Peans of insertior. As the team i!!l initiPlly !!lecuree hv 
the ground force and ·nas a ouick reacbon C8pllbility. 

(d,) vlnlk Out: Freaucntly used for :>reas th"'t :>re 
c.ccessible by foot ?nd not P-t too l!rc<' ~ r1 dist.:mcc from tl;e st:>rt Mint. 
The adv~ntage of this me~ns of emplo:nncnt is th.:>t no ?dditionPl force is 
required to assist with the insertion. 

(e) \·loterl:Jorne Assault: 'J:ne·le:>st deeirahle methodt 
due to hazards involved wto.lle C..'llployed on r<"fts, especL,.llv when the 
personnel are heavily ecui~ped. There is ?lso the nrohl~ of con­
cealing the rafts once the crossing h.:>e beer. ACcomrli~hed. · The rout• 
of exfiltration is also limited when employing this technioue of in­
eertion. 

c. Lessons Learned. 

(1) A minimum of 48 hours is ncces~~rv to Accomrlish 
the pl:mr.ing, prepar:otion And org::miz<:>tion which should he ?CcnmnU~he<i 
;:>rior to t;eam insertion. The g;:tthering of date; relevant to l"n ::.re.c, 
briefings, <md the cstablishLlent of l'ission Su:;port Sit e:• (llSS) ore 
all activitius wf\ich should bo ACColm'lished prior tc thE: fint>l selection 
of the ir.i tial observation point. The rapid· :>J.ace.'llent of 11 tepm( s·) in 
an area which has not been fully developed in t.he nl:'?nnint; ;ond r>re­
p.,rAtion process i!!l a waste of l!k1npower nnd !llPteriP.l, :>nd ,..l..,ces t. l,)e 
team in m.due jec;:a.rdy, Convcr3~-Y time sr-ent in are<:~ develonment ~>nC.­
pl~nnin~ le,:ct to the pl'"ccment of te.:>ms in more proruct.ive ~>rePS, The 
physical plncement of a te«m on the i'round should not be l'n end ir: 
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itself'; it should in fact be the beginning of a well pl<>nned l'!nd 
organized intelligence effort. 

(2) .\ clellrly defined mission to include Es~ential 
Elements of Information should be the key stone to the· '"'ll'lnninll' ~>nd 
preparation phase. The ~ssuancc of missions which eirnnlv direct 
attention to a brocd geographic area ~hbuld be dvoided. 

(3) The pcint of insertion should be minimum of" 300 
meters from the initial point of observPtion. Uron insertion the 
team should move to their initiel point of observ8tion ll~ r:>oidly 
as conditions permit. 

(4) fatrol members should !"emain in a tePm confi~rurRtion: 
individuals, particularly leaders should not lellve the observPtion ~oint, 
for the purpose of reconnPissance ;:and/or surveill;mce. It it is necessny 
to :nove to a new loc«t:ion the entire te;>m ohould cl.isol::ce to the ne-..r 
sitE!. 

( 5) Food nne Wllter available to the ~,t,rol must he strictlv 
controlled. Consumpti-:m of lndi vidu~l items I:li..ISt be olPnned nrlor to 
insertion. The pl;;.n mJst be adhered to duriw. the T'IJ-4-,rol' !l oner<>tion~ 
this will insure Pdeau.ote food stocks to surport the n;>trol 1 !! StPy. 
During pcrioc!s of r.'linfall water stocks must he. renlenished. !,s e nl,.n­
ning guide, food and water stocks to support operPtions for a ?Z. honr 
period in excess o:f' the pl?nned stay time shoulcJ. he CPrried into the 
oper::~ting area. 

( 6) Pre-insertion checks to insure the PdeClU-"c:: · ~nd 
presence of all items of eouipment, end supplies must be m;:ade. In­
spection will be schedult~d in the t.armhl orePr>r'ltion nrol'!r"m. Check 
lists to support the prep:orntion must he .'lVP-ihble to ;>ssist in in­
:mring the presence of ite!D.3 rermired to SUIJ;X!Yc the te.<!r.:t.:J or.er,tions. 

( 7) Once ins ertcd tee>ll13 should not d.ispl;.ce f rc:n one 
locatior. to c>nother v.'it hou':. first clef' ring the r;.ove with their control 
he.:>.::l.qunrters. Fire pln,mir.•g, cxtr;;ction, end reaction ner<'!onnel mum 
be <"ware of tam's rrDve, to .include the route to he ennloY!'ld. This will 
permit reaction elements to up r,r~de their re?dincse ~sture 0urin~ A 
period when the team1s \'Ulner.1bili ty ie increased. 

(8) Ferioctic ch.~cks; i. ... just Pfter Bep:!nnin~ J.'ornin~ 
Ho?.uticnl Twilight (Bl-~IT) ;url ju5t prio1· t.:> End of Evening N<~uticl"l 
Twilight (EE!·!T)_ should be oade to CJSCert<>in the exAct lo.;l'.tion of the 
team. This check can b~ rnr.ce ty a helicor~er over fliFht of the "'re~ 
with team personnel sign."ling b~7 nae of mirror, This +echnii"Ue'of 
position fix: cc>nnot be employed in all orer-?tions circumstPnces, hCIW­
cver when the terrain ~•ct situ~tion perr.nt, it should be ;~cco~lished. 
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t1 (9) -:, minimum of t'WO hl".nd microphone!! should be :or.oillllble 
for each radio taken into the oper:>ting area. 'l'hie will reduce the 
possibility of COmmuniCAtions failure CUe teo problems with the micro­
phones. 

( 10) Each Hission Support Site nrust be T're'l:':>red to l!!teitlt 
direct~ in the control and coorr~n~tion of the tePm(s) 2ctivities. In 
o:rder to accomplish this they llii.lBt have C~vailable ·ltk'lps "'Sted with the 
scheme of lll2.nUever, journal ?nrl spot report forms. In ~!rlditinn t ... the 
materials ·th?t must be avail<>ble all V.ission SuppOrt Site (HSS) person­
nel must ·have knowledge of the schemz of manuever, te.:>m locPtion, in­
sertion times snd. the report schedule thPt is to be complied with hv 
the teams. 

( 11) Prior to comrnencinp: :,,.,~;, operr~tion P time echerlnle 
for reporting by each team( s) is est:1 li~!1ed. The fPilllre of P tcl'!m 
to report to the control he~dnu~rters is a eipn.:>l th.:>t Pll conditions 
with the r~trol a~e not norrn2l. It is then incumbent u~n the contrnl 
he<J.douarters to initil'!te :-ction to r'!lgnin communi.c.:>tion!! with the te.:>m 
thnt f1:1ilerl to report on time. The ;:oction initi:.ted hy the control 
headauerters, (alert of P re;'!ction force, nl.:>cinp of PircrAft Pirhorne 
in nttempts to regi:oin direct. communicntione) .:>re .:>ctivities which com­
plic~te control ann coordin~tion of the·entire oper~tion, t~erehy 
jeopcrdizing the te~m and the operation. 

( 12) I!It"1ediatcly upon extraction 6 te~'>m ~hould he t.r<>ms,.,ort~ 
to the ~.ior m:muevcr her-dcmRrters under whose control it h<'! heen e~.'!'loyed. 
T!,is will permit immedi;-.te debriefing l'lr:rl utiliz.:~tion of intellir-ence in­
fort:~an.on gained by the team. Representatives of the Divi!ion G? ~ection 
should be present at the initi~l dehriefin~. U~n conclusion of the 
initl,:ll debriefing the tea.I:l s"ould be returned to their ~I':Se .:>rei' where 
more detailed debriefing c~n take pl?cc. 

(13) As n me~:ms towards insnring comnurJ...cations be~ween in­
serted te.:u.o.s and their control elements, tests of co::w:nunicPtione utili7.­
ing "Squad RaCios11 and a helicopter m::>unted receiver will he conducted. 

· (]..4) Further training in the tedmiaues of Air erlr11ction -
is required. Close coordinntion and timing betwet.n t~m memhcr.J ~>nrl the 
er.traction air craft is rre.nc!Btory. It is e!lsentiftl th~>t the te•m1s lo­
cation, route to the pic .. up !.One and the pickup 21:me be known by i!li 
participants in the operation •. 'rhe placing of timely ;md liCcurPte sur­
pressi ve f:i.res can be the key to a successful e:xtrC~ction. To !!rl.ninrl.ze 
the possibility of frienrUy f5.re3 being plr~ced on the te11m to he e:xtr~tct­
ed the routes And location to include I:l.!lrki.ng techniouee rm.u~t be known 
and used. 

(15) During helicopter borne extraction operations ~~ere ) 
enemy personnel are in the vicinity of the selected pick up zone, fire 
discipline is essential.. The L1l1P pers-:Jnnel mving to the aircrl'rt must 
be trained and controlled to fire surpressive fires in l'reP~ th~t will 
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not jeopordize the extraction aircraft. Upon boardin.~ the e:xtrPct!on 
aircraft the te&m must be trained to illll!ediately cle;tr ~tll weal"'ms. 
One member o! the aircraft. crew lllllllt he trP.ined to ineure th,.t weapone 
of the team being"ext.racted are in fact cleared once the teem hPe bollrd­
ed tho helicopter .. 

(16) Duril)g a helicopter borne extraction the ~lo:vrnent 
of. an individual n~r the door of the h'elico'Oter to assist LRRP telllm 
members in boareing the aircraft will greatlY facilitAte the extr,.ction. 
The team membera are carrying large {!UI'Jntitiee or eauiphwnt and &8 " re­
sult their a.bilit7 to boa~-d the aircraft is reduced .. ·In· addition to 
assisting personnel in boarding' tha ro rcraft this individual is re ... dily 
available to react to teP..m members that mRy·become or, are wunded ,.nd J 
require assistance in reaching the aircraft. Thi!!l individual enould b• 
in addition to the organic doorgunnera assigned to the aircn>ftJ since 
surpressive :fires can be the key to e. euccess.t'ul mractien the f\111. 
potential of &ll. aircraft to fire should be ma.intained itt all time!!!. 

{17) The Mission Support S~:~e(e) {M3S) are essenHI!Il to 
e.ssiat :in ms:i.ntaining comnunication and control of LnRP Tel'lms. The site 
(a) should whenever poesible be located within arel'ls such ~" fire eunwrt 
bases, aupported unit colmllflnd posts, and with US Advisory pei:"So-nnel in 
ARVN Compounds. Within the Division's current 'l'AOI the ndio relt:>y com:;;. 
plex: en NUI BA DEN has pro ... ·en particularly effo'.!tive.. By locetinp> these 
stations !d.thin already operationalll!&ee1 ~upoort and eecurity remrl.r.-.;. 
mentl'J IU':"6 reduced. \ihenever possible Hiseion Supl'lOrt Oper;:~tion2 Centere 
should be co-located witn the headauarters that is resron~ib1e fi,·r thtt­
control of the· operation. The co-location will facilitl'lte the ach,.nre -
of ir;formation, support reauirements 11nd simplify colrJIT1'1nd control "'I'l'flnto­
ments. Due to the Imture of control exerci.:.ed by the"M5S lt· sh('!'lld be 
established in a loct.tion apart from other facilities. The erection of 
a CP tent in the vid.n.tty of a. batt1"lion or br.lgede cot:lll11'nd post:. h11s 
proven to be a &!!tis··;-,ctory solution to the location of an ffiS. DireCt 
phona lin€s between , ~e l£S and the supportoo unit will expedite tho e:x:­
change o! informati"·. ~nd will facilltat~ the eontrol and coordin,.tion 
of the operation. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

6 Appendices Incl 
1; Task Org!mization 
2. Checkerboard Techni~e 

or Seareh & Destroy 
Operations 

3; ORLL, '1.25th Sig Bn 

JASl·:. it 6 • \'FILSON 
Coloa. 1 Gl 
Chief vt Staff 

t;; COAkR, Wt;;I:M!.9\ Withdrawn, Hqs, DA; CAAR #67Xl82 
5; OiUU. Feeder, 3d Sqdn, 4th Cav 
6. f'lctw e9 Withdrawn, Hqs, DA 
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AVFBC-RE-H (14 Nov 67) 1st Ind 
SUBJECTs Operational Report-Lessons Learned for Quarterly Period Ending 

31 October 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (UIC-WDFU TO) (U) 

DA HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 9626G l 3 Ol ... ~7 

TF..RU1 Con:ma..J.d.ing General, USARV, ATTN I AVHGC-DH, AP0 96375 

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN 1 GPOP-OT, AP0 96558 

T01 Assistant Chief of Staff for Forcf! Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310 

1. Subjt~t report is for'Warded. 

2. This command has re-vie'Wed the attac!1ed report and concurs 'With 
the cor.unents and recom!lEndations \lith th·~ follo'Wing exceptions 1 

p(25), :ronconcur with th~ opin:.on that the Chief Hedical Non­
commissioned Officer in the· Office of the Division Surgeon should be up­
graded to Sergeant Hajor (E-9). The genesis of this opinion appears to 
be more the relative rank of other NCO's in the headquarters rather than 
the actual duties performed by the Chief l1edical Noncor.unissioned Officer. 

p(25) - p(27), para 2a (2), Night heliborne operation 'Without 
illumination. In order to preclude the use of aircraft search lights 
vri th possible compromise of the LZ and the operation, conf'ideration shculd 
be given to the use of pathfinders whenever possible during night aic-­
llDbile operations. Pathfinders with special devices such as obstrue;~i.,)n 
lights, landing li~hts, glide-slope lights and light guns car, provide the 
necc ssa.ry terminal gu:i dance 1d th a rr:iniou.r:1 of external illur:~ination. 

p(43), para 2a (2), Item ~SDEVAC, under the discussion the 
repor"t stat~s that; MEDEVAC aircraft were "attached" to the medical 
battalion on a stand-by basis. These circr~ft were not attached as de­
fined by AR 320-5. but rather located 'With the 25th Inf Div and providing­
area support. . 

FOR THE C0Hl1ANDER 1 



CONFlD.ENT~ .\L 

AVHGG-DST (14 Nov 67) 2d Ind (C) 
SUj,J.:.CT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967 

(RCS CSFOR-65) (BC) 

~UARTEHS, UN1T£D STATES ARHY VI.c.TNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 16 JAN 1968 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96S58 

1. {U) This bP.adquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period ending 31 October t967 from Headquarters, 
25th Ir~antry Division (ALXA) as indorsed. 

2. (G) Pertinent comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning personnel packets, ~age 25, para­
graph 2a( 1): 

( 1) This headqu.arters recognizes the desirability of having 
grade/HO~·breakout for augmentation packets prior to deoloyment. Direct 
correspondence between sponsor and deploying unit is authorized and encour­
aged by USARV Regulation 220-10. 

(2) DA policy is to l'eploy advance liaison parties only for bri­
t~acies and divisions or in those instances where thC:re are peculiar problems 
related to deplo~nent of a particvlar unit. An augmentation packet cannot 
be considered to be in either category. 

(3) Recommend that information of this nature be obtai~ed by 
the sponsor directly from the deploying unit. 

b. Reference item concerning Preventive }.:edicine Speciali!..ts, page 
25, paragraph 2a(1); and page 48, paragraph b(l)(a): Co~cur. The division 
surgeon has been informed that HTO:i:: action should be initiated t·J effect 
this change. 

c. Reference item concerning MLDEVAC aircraft, page 43; and page 48, 
paragraph b(2)(b): Nonconcur. In order to make maximum use of air ambulance 
resources they should be controlled at army rather than division level. ~·ihen 
these aircraft are controlled at the army level they may be used to evacuate 
patients witr.in the divisio>J, between divisions, and out of divisions to 
U. S. Army hos~itals. ;._ircraft oreanic to a divi~ion would be more restricted 
and not allow for the shiftint. o'f resources to meet the requirements, .especial­
lY between divisions. 

GP.OUP 4 
Dewnt;r'lded at 3 year intervals 
Deolass:fced r::'ter 12 ~·ears 
:IOD DIR 52 CO .10 Applies 
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COI"JfiDENTI. .L 
AVHGC-DST (14 Nov 67) 2d Ind (C) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 October 1967 

(RCS CSFOR-65) (BC) 

3. (U) A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting 
unit_through channels. 

cy furn: 
H;c, II FFOii.CZV 
HQ, 25th Inf Di v 

~a::4-p/Z~-'"'d__ 
C. S. :\.\:: .\·1 ·,LJJC\S.\ 
Captam. A(iC 
Assit;taot AdjlltMt G~ 
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GPOP-DT(l4 Nov 67 3d Ind (U) 
SL~JECT:. Operational Report-Le£sons Learned for Quarterly 

Period Ending 31 Oct 67 (RCS CSFOR-65) 
(UIC: WA!.XM.) 

,iQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, AFO San Fran~isco 96558 2 0 FEa 1968 

'i"O: Assistant Chief of Staff fo!" Force DeYelopment, 
Department of the Army, ~4shington, D.C. 20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and 
forwarding indorsements and concurs in the report as 
indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 
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TASK ORGANIZA 'IT ON 

1st Brigade, 25th In.:'antry P-iv:i.sicn 

HHC, 1st Rle 
4th Ih, 9th Inf 
2d Eh, 14th In:r 
4th Ih (M) I 23d. Irif 
7th Eh, 11th Arcy (DS) 

3d Briga:ie, .25th Infantry Division 

HHC, 3d Rle 
2d Bn, 12th In£" 
2d lh (M), 22:i Inf 
3d Ih, 22d In! 
2d Ih, 77fu Arty (DS) 

2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division 

HHC, 2d B:ia 
1st Bn {M), ;th Inf 
1st Eh, 27th Tnf 
.2d Ih, 27th Inf 
1st fu 1 8th Arty (DS) 

25th Divis~.on Support Comnand 

HHC and Band 
DIS()JM FVD (Provisional) 
25th }fed .lh 
25th S & T .lh 
725fu Ha"lnt .lh 

iliVISION TiroFS 

tlHC, 25th Inf Di v 
3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry 
25th Avn .ih 
25th HP Co 
44th Scout Dog Plt 
9th Chem Det (Atch) 
25th Mill ta1•y Intelligence Det (A tch) 
J72d R:-.dio Research Go (Atch) 
15th Public Infonnatioa Det (Atch) 
.::Dth f'ublic Information Dei:. (Atch) 
7th Teem ill.~ Pl t HQ, 2d CA Go (Atch) 
8th Tccim AA, flt HQ, 2d CA Go (Atch) 
9th Teom AA, Plt HQ, 2d GA Co {1\tch) 
10th Team AA, Plt HQ, 2d CA Go (Atch) 
15th Team AA, Flt HQ, 2d CA Co (Atch) 

.2d rn, 34th Armor (-) 
65th Ei:tgr .Eh 
125th Sig !h 
25th .Adr.Un Go 
38t.'J .Scout Dog Plt 
18tb. Hil Hist Det 

25tb. Division Artillery (-) 

HIIB> Di v Arty 
3d m, 13th Arty 
6th Ih, 77th Arty (Atch) 
l:ltry B, 5th .lh, 2:i A.rty 
Btry D, 5th '11, 2:i Arty (GS) 

Appendix 1 (Ta,tc OrgMi.zuri.on) to Operati~'1al. ILcport for Quarterly Period 
Ehd.ing 31 October 1967 



"Q!ECK.t<.RB)ARDII TEQINIQUE OF S.cARQl AND uES'lllOY OP.ERA'LIONS 

Four company battalion search 

H9S. 
~ 

{~t:"Lo tJ 

leo 

Three company battalion searm 

(0 

-----'----' 

Companies conduct detailed S&D in 1000 meter grH squares a.J.d on order 
rotate Dll clockwise cr all counte!'-clockwi.se. 

Appendix 2 ·. ( Ched<:erooa:l':i technique of ~·earch arrl c!estroy operations) to 
Operational f.eport for Quarterly Period Fnding.J1 October 1967 
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OPiliATIONAL REPORT - LESSONS lEARNED 

From 125th Signal Bat t'llion 

2Jth Infantry Division 

For the Period 1 August - 31 October 1967 
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OPER1.TIGNI1L REPORT - U;SSONS I...Ei.RNEIJ 

1 /,ugust - 31 Oct~ber 1967 

NAMA TIVE REFORT 

1. GENERAL: 

During the period starting 1 August 1967 and tcrmin.."'.ting 31 October 
1967, this B.?.t:.n.lion continued to support the 25th Infantry Division ir, 
.:tll oper.:.tions. Hultich~nnel VHF system3 continued to provide a major· 
portion of the ::or:U'lunico.tions for the.: Division .:ts incrc,-,.sing usc ~.s made 
of this means to interconnect Fire Support E<:'.SC;S -.nd Bo.tt"lion Pdrol 
Bo.ses. The VRC-12 series rL'.dio rer.~.1.ins the initi.:tl ncnns of co·'M.•nic~Ltions 
and the pri.::ury back-'lp for c.:xi.sting VHF systens. During the period, u 
detnilGd survey o~.' f1.1 radio opcrdions, rc;quirencnts and configur:-.tions 
W<lS conducted. '.~he !:lOre significant lessons le.::rned durinG this p~r:iod 
nr~:: c:mt.?.inc~d :ill this report. Thb report supplenents the l Mt•.y to 
31 July 1967 n:p:lrt. Lessons le~rned reflected in tho.t re:port :>.re: net 
re:pented in th~q one. 

2. SEC'lJHE F1-l': 

One of the findings mad~ during the period will, I believe, h~ve 
serious ir..AJ.ct upon the pL.mnE:d progr<'.r:l for the .:.pplicntion of secure 
.:quiifltmt t'J i'.ll F1-1 nets. \ie hLtve found th<Ct ::ln.f interfucncc on th..:: 
frequency as.s:l.gnud for secure usc will intcrn:pt and n::kc unreo.dnble 

tr.:tns~1i.ssion~ in process in tne sE:eure J;ode. For conplctcl,y rclio.ble 
secure t:""nnsr.ission, free fro:-1 continuous intc:rruption, "tot<Clly dis:reet" 
freo_ue,1Cies :'. .. '(; required. Bas .... d upon our e:xpcricncc, such 2. frequency is 
.:..xtrencly r.:u-c.. T:1erefore, reli.~.blc .J.nd responsive socu:-e tr::ns~ssion 
ovCJr r.ultiple nC'ts. doos not nppec.r to be. feasible utilizing the K'I-8 or 
simiL~.r de vice. DGvelor:ncnt of ::. security de:vice which is not sensitive 
to int..::rfe;rencc is nece8s· I7 in view of the: rcquirer.1ent to "sl1::-.rc" fre­
quencies. 

Frcscnt TOi: ::-.uthor~ ·:tions for FM ro.dio cc,uiJricnt in the Headquo.rt>Jrs 
D.nd nc:.~.dc:u~rtcrs Cc~1p.~nit.s of th<e. Infe.ntry Divison, Drigc:d~.;:; .J.Ild B.J.ttnlions 
.::.re ino.dc qu 't" to cor.plctc lj· :'1\:Ct thL• cc rc.;unic ~·. tio:1s rC'quin:r:-.cnt in the 
countcr-in5t~gency effort in 1!ic;tno.n. During co•~b.:1t opcr~tic..ns in for·w;"rd 
loc:ttions, the Bc.tt1.l.:!.ons h:-.·oi tuc.ll.y est :blish S!:l.".ll co~.:c..c.;1d posts fror.1 which 
to naintc.ir. tncticnl cont,·::>l of their r;;:>.ncuvc·r ele::~t:nts. Th. rn rr>.dio cquip­
nent :cuthoriied by the TO': is ::-.de:cu,:te t.c nc!ct this rccu.ir<:r.ent. HoWE:vcr 1 .J. 

T<:.ctical 0Fcr.:lt:ions Center (TOC) l'lUs> ... r,lso be !:l."'.int?.ineod :..t th B-::.ttr.lion 1 s 
b,'.SC: c<:.-:-.p for c-J-,c.:~nd, control o.nd coordin.=-tion purposes, :'hcl::,ogr<'.ph l at 
Tab ,·, shows th•:, t:.rric.:-.1 b'".:3<- canp TOS fH radios in usc bv <.n Infrmtr.v &ltto.lion 



engaged in fiel~ or-erations. The s~~ situation exists nt Brigade Head­
quarters, since a Tactical O~er~tions Center nust be main~~inec at ~se Caop 
"nile the Brigade operates a forward CF. Photogr.:~.:fhs 2 thru 5 .:~.t Tab A 
show the FM raeio ccnfigurations in usc in ~ne Brigade Ba~e Crump Tactical 
Oper:ttions Cer.ter. In the forward aren a like F1~ radio requirement exists. 

The sane general situation is also found in the Division Tactical 
O~erations Center (DTOC). Photographs 6 and 7 at Tab A show 2 radio con­
figurations installed in the DTOC. These radios must be l!l<'lintainec c.t all 
tines for corr:nanc~ and control }- 1rposes and for coordination between the 
staff j:J.a.nners at. base Can[ • They- r:rust be cluplicated at the tactical COI:in"l!ld 

J=ost in a fr:rware area. 

:.n~ther serio·us 6-n.in on tactical F!1 corn:runications is the requirement 
for rac!ios !'~ b<ise cn.n;: c~efense nets. t. significant numbc::- c.f RT-524 1 s 
anr:! dJ/Pnc...e,..::;. arc "tiec: (cwn 11 at base canr observn.tion towers, listening 
rosts, firing bunkers anc' CIJ!:I!'JE.nC rosts. Units ron the base CD.Dp C.:efenses 
as an 11 ::\'~.\i t icnal c.uty" 1.ffiile continuing their basic fielr'. r:ri.~sions. The 
raC:ios CI:\I=loyed for base car.1p r'.efense are c'ivertec~ fron TOE assets thut 
shoulC. be with the unit in su~l-:;rt of their basic :'ield mission. 

To help ncet this greatly expmdeC: ccr.lbat requirer...:9nt fer FH r2.cio 
cor.r:ru.nic::.ti::ms in tactical or;er;1tien centers, ra:::ios hav1) been taken fron 
lower rr:!.ority staff offic<>rs. This .:tction leaves rony ;:erscnnel nne' sections 
without the ccnr.runication cquip:1cnt authorizer.'. to acc::mplish their assigned 
nissions in a t~elY and efficient ~~er. 

4. Power Source for F11 TI.'lcios: 

Quite 0ften F11 r~c'io eqUit:nent nust be or..er:.tect fer tczt.;m'.ec :rcriods 
of tine:, in <2 grounL. nount ccnfigur2.tion, renovc'-~ frrm the vc:hicles in 
which they nrc ncrmlly installc·..:. The TCI: configuro.tions •. 1e:rictec'. in the 
J.revious f<Lr.:J.grarh exen~·lify this requircncnt. This requirc:s o.. 24 volt OC 
source ether than that J.r::JVi~:c·:: by the vehicle. Usu:-,lly, tw; 12 v0lt vehicle 
bo.tterie;s wire:: in series .:.re utilize·.! f::..r -;, OvH::ring the ec;uij::n(;nt with a 
cho.rger or rectifier tn :-.J.int~in the b.::.ttt::rie::s in <::. ch.:J.r-gc:.: st.:.tc. These 
rectifi~rs nre often har~ ts cone by. 

In the 125t.h Sign2l B~tt<>.lion, <cnc ther rn£:thoc h<'.s been utilizec', Hith 
excellent results to rnint.:.in the ch::rge on the bo.ttcries. C-.:rt:1in ,,c 
gcmero.br se:ts, such .:.s the 10 K'd CJ.ir-cc.J.lcr' g(mer.--.tor SF 10 (!.ill) ;m;: 10 10.1 
<n.ter-coolcc: FC::P.TIO I, arc cc-,uin.cr' vrith b:cttcry cho.rt;inr; rcce;.;taclt:-s. The 
~urrose of the rc:CC! t.:.c le is to ;..err:it .) DC u.:ncr2.tor to be utilize:: to 
ch2.rge the b::c t tcrics :cf the :.c gcm:ro.t:-,r sets. Thrcugh 'chc use ':If. o.n aC.ar:ter, 
n J.OWer Cc,ble can be c-::mncctc:(' to this rece;·t.:J.clc (see Tab B) in r,r::er to use 
it .:J.S .:. s:urce of DC fer c~·t:rc.ting n: r,::c:ios requiri.'1g ';:.4 Vr)lts DC. This 
system is a highly rclio.ble, efficient o.n' cffcctiv.:; r.,,,th·x: of rrovic'.ing rower 
for the 01 erati::ms of Flo! rD.6c e;quip:1cnt. 
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5. Hasts for rl: Radio Anten.""lae: 

To increase the effective range of the VRC-12 series of radios, this 
unit has utilized telephone poles at base camp for antenna masts. Telephone 
poles ranging in height from 413 to 90 feet have been used depending upon the 
rec:uiX"':ld range and terrain. The added height ov~r the standard 12.5 meter 
Rc-292 antenna has gro::;atly extended the runge of bas•. c(;Jnp radio stat5.ons. 

In ar~as where there is a requirement for s~vGral antenna~, such ~s 
Brigadt: C..!ld Division Tactical Operation Cem.ers, ll 11 bonr11::t" constructl::d 
from an arnmur1ition cc.nistcr and engineer stakes (s~.;c Tab C, picture l) may 
be mounted. :::.top the telc:phone polo.: (T:::b C, pic cure 2) • This 11bonnt:t" wLll 
mount as llUJ.ny as four RC-292 .:mtenna<.:. T.:.:sts havt.. shown n<-gligiblt: in~.·.-r­
fur,mce o.cong the ~nt...,nnat! so mounto..d -:s long :::.s a frt:cu ... ncy svp··r:::.tion of 
:).t lo..::st 3 HC, .:::'1d preferably 5 1-:C, is mintcint...od. 

This fit.:ld expf.-dient also rvsults in e1 significant s:.:vings in spoc.., in 
the CF in that the extensive ~rea required to erect multiple anteru"lo liiD.Sts 
with ~soocinted guy lines is eliminated, 

6. ~nr.a l·bsts for ANbHRC-69 1s: 

Erection of st<:.r1da1J 45 1 antenna. r:klsLs in o.rt:~:s with ht:::vy tr<:;e:: growth 
or ~w<mps is n probl.-::m. The rroblc.::~1 occurs whtn th<..: .:l::ltt:nn:.::. s~.;ctions must 
bw ::sse:r..blcd on thc.: r;round b..:for.:: bdnc "gin-poled" tc n v~.;rf.ical position. 
Low(.ring the:: n1::st to tr:nble-shoot th(; .:-.nt~.:nna or to ch~·.ng" d:i.rol,:s n~...cus­

sitat..:d by ~ fr..;cu,;ncy change is .:.v1kward ;;.nd tine consu::~ing. 

Thu AB-557 antci1Il.:l L-•. :1st (dcpictud .::.t T.:.b D) dt..sign"'d for use with the.: 
AN/GRC-50 radio J:l...::s b.:.:en t.-,stt:d :.::.:s .:: rt:plc.cenent for tho:.: st;::nd.::rd TRC-24 · 
rost by th"' !25th Signal Bat.tc.lion in the Vietna:J environm<.:nt under cor.1b.:lt 
comitic,ns. Tests r...:·.-u rrov...,d th::tt th~.: ;:JJ-577 is ideal to ::~vet cur require­
r.Itmts here. W(; h::tvt:: l~::::trned th(; I-11-l/THC-24 o.ntc:nn:J. rt:flt.Octor, il':'-214, c::tn 
be o.ffixed to th.;; AB-577 ( shuwn in 'l':-.b D) withr,ut :.1cdi.:.'ic:ttion. Since the 
AB-577 is rE:quircd for speci.:Uizt..-d conditions . nly, it is n:..-t felt th.::.t · e.::ch 
itN/MRC-69 need bt.: so equipped. ;.. c.;u..:1ntity of t"n ( 10) of th(;;S<.:: antennae 
would be sufficient, as o.n e~:~plc, for this unit opurating in the current 
terr::lih, The AB-577 1s appunr to bt: in sht..rt supply, howuvLr, .:.nd we h~ve 
be~n ur1~ble to obtnin the q~tity we f~.:~l desirable. 

7. Secure Fl-i Retrn.nsnissicn St~tion: 

hS utilh.o.tivn of the nt.'W VRC-12 s..:ri<.:s cf radios vtith th<.: s..,cure 
vcicc equiJ7~cnt (TS~/KY-8) ~...xp.:.nde::d, thv re~uir..,oent for o secure re­
tronsoissicn copcbility b~c~e evid~nt. Ther~ ~ rr~scnt~· n~ st~,d~rd 
ec;uipent configur::tL n :JV.:ilc.ble tc n.:.:e:t thio s•;cur<~ retr.:ms~.tissi-.;r~ 

recuirenent. AS .:n interi;~, tl<.!::'.SUrG, thu 125th 3ign.::~l Bo.tt.:Uion ms de­
vise::Li o. ::u:.nual rdr~'1soission st.::tiun which will .::tJ.low retrc.nsr_ri.sst~•n of 
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secure infon~ti.._n utilizin£ thv KY-8 .::.nu .RT-524. 

First, two seCure radio stations are established, one on each of the 
selected operating frequencies, The two radios are then interconn~ct~d, 
ut.ili&i.ng a modified control radio set:·, C-2299/VttC. At this point, a 
loe~lly fabricated control box is connected into the Radio Cent~ Sat. 
fab £, picture 1, vhows the secure retr~nsr.iissi'-'n station ready for op­
eration. 

The heart of the retransmission station is a two swithh control box 
(st::c T~b li., J.icturt: 2). Positioning of one switch allows either automatic 
clear retransmission, aepar&te utili&e.tion ot each radio, or manual operated 
se:c1llll"e retransmi.ssion. When the first s'I-Jitch is set in the secure retr~s­
mission position, the operator at the secure retransmission station monitors 
the transmission and oper·ates SHitch nUD.ber 2 to connect one secure radio 
t.o the other vhen he hears "over"' at the end of each tr::nsui.ssicn. B:.sic­
sily ve utilize radio wire integration {llid) operating techniques in the 
r·;r.'!Tation of the secure retransmission station. 

Although the system d~3cribed requires the presence of an operator 
~- im ue, it provides a Vlitt.a.llink in the corrr.runication network for the 
liirlsion and allows secure retransmission of combat essential information 
cin:r e:z:.t~ed distances vben required. 

Himl.U . .c~l VHF links remain as the backbone of tho Division com­
llllllDicati.otll !JYSt'.em.. Wide dispersion of Division elements during the poarioo:l 
i'~ U1 ~~d. emph....~is being placed on the ability to support these 
e~s with a.rt.illery fire. 8. marked increase in the number of Fire 
~port ~s ( r~B) re~ Siptal ~ttallon VHF support was experienced. 
/1;. diagram de<picting typical multichannel VHF network during the period is 
c.tt::-.chvd c.t T~b F. 

Difficulti~;;s have been. encountered in providing ~dequatl!l dust free 
facilities for the drying of photographic fili.1. ~vvn in ~rvcs wht:rtJ 
llmited air-conditioning is available, dust still remains a uajDr haz~ 
to the production of high quality film negatives. Since standard air­
tight film drying cabinets are not available, this Battalion has foun~ ~ 
partial solution to this situation. T~b G, picture 1, shows a rough lila 
drying cabinet approximately 2 1 x J' x 2' which has been fabric.atlrl fra:a 
plywood. Insitle the cabinet, two light sockets are ~ounted. Each con­
tuna a 15J watt lightbulb, The end result is shortened d~ng tiQe to~ 
the film with minimum exposure to dust. 

Based on the success of this i~tial andeavor> the l25th Signal 
is in the process of constructing a larger, improved drying 



cabinet utilizing the s~me principle. A sketch of the new cabinet i& 
attached at Tab G (picture 2). 

10. Reduction of !10ISTURE and DAHPt-mSS in Cameras: 

Daring the rainy :5eason in Vietnam, a ~onstant problem is encountered 
in maintaining photographic eouipment, es~cially cameras, in a dry, moisture 
free atonosphere. Moisture in the camera creates a maintenance difficulty 
along with general deterioration of the metal and !ab!'ic part~ of the camera. 
Additionally, the rapid growth of mildew and fun~ whieh results !rom the 
warm, moist climate in South Vietnam contributes greatly to camera operation 
problems. 

The 125th Signal Batt~lion has combated this problem by buildir.g into 
a shelf system a sealed cabinet with light bulbs simiL.,,. to a fiJ.In dr)"ing 
cabine~. A picture of this facility is ehown at Tab I, Storage of. cameras 
and associated e~uipment in this cabinet kefp3 the moisture level dovm, 
thus ret.ardi11g tl:c grovrth of fungus and virtually eliminati.."''g mildew and 
moisture damages. 
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TO: 

CONfjOfNllA~ 

HEAD '1.U AilT :rns 
3D S~ADRON, 4Tl1 CAVArnY 
APO San Francisco 96225 

Feeder to Operational lieport for QJ.arterly Period 
Ending 31 October 1967 ( U) (RC.S CSl"OR. 65) 

CCI:l!'a!idi!'J~ General 
25th Infantr;:" Division 
ATI'N: AVDCnD 
APO 96225 

SEC'~' ION I: SIG~!IFICA!IT CRGAJ.'I7A?IONA:L ACTIVITIES. 

a. 1/ur.i.r.P: t.he ~r; od l Au~st - Jl Octo~er 1967, ttds orr-anization 
retained resr:JOnsi:,ility fc security of the 25th Infantry Division l1

ain ::>up!Jly 
haute (1~It), escorting 1~,4:<0 "ehicles between Hoc Hen (>..'"T'rlC7) and Ta;v l!inh 
(.;:'l'l950) dul"ir.,g tne quartf'.r. On 23 Au!!Ust t~ Squ-1d!"on was directed. to con0_uct 
~Jight ~hrur;t 0--erations un Ht-iy 1 and 22 bctHeen Hoc t:on ·:tridP"e (XT71C7) ,-.nd 
":a:y !Jinh 2ase Canp (XT1750) a r.J..:;sion which was retained t!-:roughqut the 
re::.ortir..g !:eriod. The Srruadron also trcvided. the control headquarters and one 
troop to the Division :3ase Ca.'!lp Hobil~ Rea.:tion Farce, secured a p.:>rtion of 
the Cu Chi Jase Ca':lD Pe:-i;";Jeter. Pro·.ride Election Support to the: Vietnar1ese 
ilationa.l Electlo~ conducted during the pe:-i:od!'i 31 Aut; to 5 Sep 67 ani 19 
Oct to 24 Oct 67 ':J;r in::rurin,g freedom of novement on ill.;y l and L2 frcn Hoc Mon 
Ji·id;ce to Tay rllr.h. D. ring these 5ar.1e pericxis st2.tic security was r-ovided. 
en the i~oc }~en 3ri.dr,e (11712072) and Tra.nr, 3ang i:lrid,?e (XT50ll78). The Squadron 
conducted 3. weekly HEDCAP O;:>eration in the Village of M: DUG ':-reating ap_:rati-
;, at ely 2,005 ;-ersons. Conducted ni -htl~.r a.~:,ush patrols Vicinity the Cu Chi 
~lase Canp; prcvic!v.i security for Engineer .;onstruction and repair o~rations. 
·'onducte<! ltD.:nd U'J ~ration:~; a aeries of airmolJile larrlinn-s ernployii'.P, 
·i;_ctnar:".ese N3.ticnal !'alice to screen local nationals found in areas 2.diace"1t 
to P.Hy 1 s l and 22. Ni~;ht 1-!P.licopt.er Landings ha'o'e been conducted. in areas 
ad iaC"'1t to J+..ry l, the r;..trpose of the .~andings have been to limit the enemies 
novr.ment dm-i.nr, :per:l.cxi:l of li~ted Vis: l:>ility. Coobined Security Patmls 
consisting of US 'I'roo~ and RF/FF persc nnel f'"om the village af i\N J:·UC :-..ave 
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heen con:iuct.ed during the reoo!:'ting neriod. The Squad!-on has ori!:M:ized, 
emdpoed, trained an:!. initiated the employment of a Long flange Recor.naissance 
Patrol Detachloont. Pl.ann!Xi and conducted refresher traininr:: for the 3d Squadron 
of the lDth AHVti A.rnored Cavalrr Re~?iment. 

b. "Two ma.1or a~es in the or,;anization occnrcd during the month 
of Sey:ternber, Co A, 2-34th ArMor was released from oper&tional control of the 
Souadron and T1 _ 'P C moved from Dau Tieng to join t.he unit in Cu Chi. Also 
durlnr! SeptemlJt::r the Division LonP, Ha~e Rec:onnaissance Patrcl Detachment was 
O!"~anized and trained am becamfl an int:.er-!"3.1 part of th(i Squadron. 

c. During the reporting period, organic and attached troops el11!age4 
in JTiMcipal activities as irrlicated: 

Headnuarters and Headq-i.larters Troop: 92 days operations. 

Troop A: m days o~rations; 5 days training/maintenance. 

Troop 3: g~ days e>)Jerati on~; 4 days training/maintenance. 

Troop C: 85 days operatioM; 7 days trrlni~/rnaintenance. 

Troop D: 92 days operations. 

IRRP: 6 dnys tra.in:fn;;.; 25 da:vs or-e:rntiom/traininr,,. 

2, Support FroM Other Services. 

a. US Air Fox-ce close air support ,ras ut1l!zed frequentl.v durir.g the 
rr:"'rtinr; pr..riod af!ainst targets such as knO\m ene.'!."'" unite, fortifications, 
~.'l.:ding zone pren.-u-a'.:.ions, ctiversions, a.'"l'i m:inefie1dl:l. "/hen the re<"JU5rer:ent 
'·c''~ld lJe prenh.nned one day :!.n advance, results wei'e hip.:hly eatisfactory • 
. '.~'".llr,s of irmedii'ite rti.s!'ions were usually successful, however due to time 
... :-~ tations specific types of 0rct~n-~~c.:! 011 the "-ircr;;ft ver-~ not ide:>l for the 
· ~·ret er.'!a""~ with a reS'Jltant loss in effe~ivenea8. 

b, U.S •. \.F. fm.-mrd air cantroUers Her'.! or, station over the l'SR 
1:rir.r>: the con:luct of the da:v comov i'rcr, Cu Chi to ~a:r r;inh and were readily 
··'ti.li11Jle fer any needed assistance. 

:;:~CTIO~' II, Fart I Obs~rvations (Lcss0n8 :earned), 

a. }ersonnel. Ilene. 
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b. Operations. 

l'l'l¥.: Dismounted Area Search. 

DISCUSSION: During the re~rting period armored columns have 
been harnssed and anhushed along the Hwy- 1 s 1 and 22 a.t night. 'l'he activity 
has boen centralized in arxi around built up areas that p:-ovide good conceal­
ment for apProach and withdrawal. iihere fire has been i!.cceived from built 
up areas, the loc:U. por:ulace has usually been forewarned l)y the VC of the 
attack. If civili:ms are in borrb shelters, or have departed a village one 
can expect ene~ activitv. 

03SERVATION: A thorough dismoul'lted search prior to am duriq; 
a move throu~h '>uilt up areas has sharply reduced the numl)er of eneny 
incidents alonP, the lSR at night. A search of se:<reral houses adiacent to 
the road !J'Ia;'T forewarn of an enemy attack. Also, the mcwel'lent of dismounted 
}:'ersonnel will facilitate the detection of an enemy ambush prior to the move­
r:r.ent of vehicles and rersonnel into the enemy selected killi~ zone. See 
Fol!.CMiru; ITEE. 

IT2l1: Car.1nter Al'!lmsh Pla.nninp, and Coordination. 

DISCUSSIC!I: Dur:i.ru; the re}'Orting oeriod the Si!Uadron has been 
sul;iected to ntll"Erous enem:v harassment ::url ambush ai::.tem;:ta. 

0!3SERVATION: The ener.1y have employed road blocl<"s (some with 
">ooby tr"'.ns), .. lines, small arrn3 and automatic weapons harassmJnt fire, anti­
tank wet~pons, and ambushes a.lonf! the JlSH. The acti-vity has been centralized 
:tround !milt -un areas that provide p,ood concealment for an-n.roach ani withdrawal. 
In instances where fire has been received from l:>uilt-up areas, the local 
r.'Vr:ulac-e leave their homes for local underrrround fortifications or move to 
ARV!l compounds in the area. A danr:er sifmal to a Troop operatil".(; along the 
H:i.glni"a;v is a village that is empty of civilian pop.1lation. Although lack 
of civilian por:ulation in a village does not always mean the VC are in the 
nrea, each instance reauires thorough checking. In attempt to conceal the 
fact that tr.e civilian pop1lace has left a b1dlt-up area, the VC will leave 
lights burni~ in the houses. This requires a detailed se::>xch of built-up 
areas not a visuCJ.l insPection from the 1·oad. Eoreover, tici.e reauires a close 
liaison l:letweon Srmadron and US Advisors located at Dis;~rict t!e<tdquarters 
along the route at Cu Chi, TrAng ~np: arrl Go Dau Ha. 1'irnely re;::>orting by US 
~dvisor:r personnel of aytr unusual civilian activity in their district gives 
il.n ir.di(.;ation of enemy <J.ctivity. Tld.s is accomplished l:ly frequent liaison 
visits h;r S-2 and S-3 r..ersonnel to these districts to disCUI'S Squadron opera­
tions and enernv activity in the area. The district receives ~any agent reports 
of ene~ activity; although many are false, each rc~uires careful analysis 
and rreuaredness. ,l.nother successful technique is personal. coordinate between 
?r')OD C01'1.'1anders 11nd US Advisory personnel, and in sane instances, pla.::ing 
ar. AJ-1'/!1 soldier With the Troop to coordinate directly with the lJWI; coMpounds 
.::tlong the hi1~hwav. 7o facilitate the exchange of informat-ion '::letween this 
unit and US P.dvisory ners:>nnel corrr.iunications ·frequencies arrl callsigns have 
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been exchanged. M~.~htly- cor.rnunications occur pa.rticularl.v rel"tive to am­
bush loc"ltions and other activities nlZtnned or UDiar·-ay in a particular 
sub-sector, To further facilitate the e~ch~nge of information ~ common 
pOint of reference system has been developed and exchanged between the 
Sou.adron and all US Advis·ory Teams al~ the route of operation. 

ITEM: Hand carried l~ht !or ni~ht dismounted sweeps. 

DISCUSSION: Disrrounted sweeps have been effective tor this 
unit in s~ar-:hin::;. built up e.reas. As the s~eps are conducted durin~ hours 
of darkness, it is essential to haVP. sufficient illumination to search in 
and around buildings and other structures. 

OBSERVATION: A strong hand carried li~ht is both effective 
and practical for personnel conducting dismounted nie:ht searches. By work­
ing in t>·ro n-.an teams, one •.dth a li~ht conduct~ the search, 'lnd 1'1nother 
provid~ cowr to too liJ?;ht i:Y!arer, a thoro~h sweep and ,.,uick r3action 
can be effected. The li~hts are a standard 6 volt lantern and have been 
issued to each of the Snuadrons three Ground c~,~l~ Troops. 

ITEM: Perforated Steel Plate. aee Incl :t"" ~ 

DISClSSIJI'I: n:FG-2., RFG-7 nnd other anti-tank weapons have ' 
been uaed against this unit ca,.xsing both per~:onn~l c<'sualtics and vehicle 
damage. 

OBSERVATION: PSP, !"'unted on ee.ch side of a tilnk has proved 
ertective as a stand-orr for ~:nti-t<".nk rounds. The lower p::>rtion of the 
tank hull. and a p:lrtion of C.he flllspen:.ion svstem is covered by the PSP. 
As a test, three Rffi-2 rounds •·JCre fi ... j at n tank with FSP mounted on it. 
Although some rounds did penetrate the additicnnl st~nd-off distance af­
forded by the plate reduced the number of pcnctr~tions. To ct~te a tank 
with the platin~ mounted has not been att<'ckcd by r.n .-mC?IT\'f rocket 'rear;on; 
however it is f~lt th~t the pl:.ting will minimize the effect of ~ny ~ttnck. 
The pL?ting has been mounted usin~ a 11 quick disconncntu techn:i.nue (See 
Diagram Incl 1). This pc~ts remov~~~l of the plati~ fer ma;~.tenancc. 
During cross countcy movement the plates r.lfl.y be re~vcd r~nd ct•rricd on the 
vehicles back dec::. 

ITEM: DroppinP; Flr.res from tiH-lD H~liconter. 

DISCUSSIOti: In nn .~ r:'o::t t-o provirl.·: S .... uMron elc~mnts rendlly 
available illumination when .~rL: ··~· or other m:'<>ns were not 1'.V<lil.-blc 1 

flares have been dispmscd out of ~-<-1D HelicoT>ters. 

CJBSERVA.TION: For lxs-:-, Nsults, n ~res sho .. ld be droT'pcd "t 
an altitude or 2,000 f.:;ct with the mini:num fuse settinll;S. At such <.>n alt­
itude f'.nd setting the fl.'lres will nor!lY"~lly burn out .~ust <'OOVC the <"'Tr.und. 
If n11o1-1ed to burn at hia;her ~'~ltitudc, n~rc~ "Ould cndi>ngnr other air­
craft in the ~rea. 

C6N Fl DENT iA L 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
By dropping a ne.re at. two :rl.nutes intervals continuous illu.•J5.nl!.tion can be 
naintr;i:hed. ''l'hen tin~ ~rnits, the fuse ti.."'i.~ should be set prior to tl>.ke 
of.L. Safety pins should re::~<1.in in the nares until re2.d:v for use. The Flares 
utilized by the St:~uadron c>.re the llK24 type nare; each UH-lD helicopter can 
carry 55 flares and provide a maxi::tlll'll of t•·ro hours of continuous illunin?.tion. 

ITEH: Use of Zeon Sec>.rchlig.ht Uountcd in the UH-lC Aircraft. 

DISCI.BSION: In ?.n effort to provide helicopter ~untenns a r:e;tns 
of illu...,j.nating a target at ni~ht •d.thout use of flares or other :wailable 
illum' n;:t tion, the Zeon Searchl.iJ?;ht l·sas l!lOunted on a UH-lC Helicopter. 

OBSERv.'\ Tiot!: The '0eon searchlights, because of its Neiq;ht, ~ro­

ved uns<'.tisfo.ctory as it caused eevere stress on tl-Je n5.rcraft. '!'he use of the 
light T'roved inpractical as it Gr.1.1.tted such ;y s!!lAll be<'-n at low altitudes 
( 5001 - 6001 ) that it ,vas inp:>ssible to track. '!hen at hie;h:-or altitudes 
(10001 - 1500 1 ) the light did not provide sufficient illunin~tion for point 
target detection. Considering the potcn~ial stress da~agc to the aircraft 
and the r.ri.nir:Jal results attained the Souadron ceased ernployn.J:!n!:. of the light 
syste1:1. 

IT:.:'> Co-located 90mr::t Recoilless Rifle arrl Radl) r. 

Dl.3. ~10!.1 : 're are several locations alon'!; the 1-SR which are 
frenuently tar:;c~,,, for VC ;ctiv:ities. Ir- nn <~.ttennt to <ietect enem'r t:tovem:'lnt 
in these nre.n.s, r:>d::-r te<'r..::.; <'.re positioned several hurdred reters away with 
good cover.o.ge of th~ entire area. Once detected ouiclc rc:-ction is essential 
to destroy Vv~ enem:v. 

OBSZRW .. TION: 13-rr co-locatiru; ;q 9Cl!:u:l Recoilless Rifle with the 
Radar, a tarq;et may be en~~god in''1Cdiatci:-r. There is no Wl'l.iting reriod ootHeen 
datect:i.on e.nd cm;c~c~nt tine, whereas previously, u.ron detAction, ~rotL'1d 
forces uould h~.ve to r:nv:, to tha target area, :Jr indirect fire eoployed. Since 
the targets were assu.':'led to be a sn."Ul r.;roup of c~emv personnel capal:>le of 
rapidly lenvin~S the nrca, a nuick reaction direct fire l·:ea"'n has proven to 
~c a satisfactorv deterent to enc~ activity. 

Carrier. 
ITEli: t·:ountin"' of the A!I'/PFS-4 Rader on the }::113 ftrr:'ored FP.rsonnel 

( ~ 
..._...8-.J..: Incl 2 }-; '/J'f"-1. 

DISCliSSio::: This Souadron h"s successfully employed the f,N/PFS-4 
:'ts.d~r in the mounted node shown in Incl • · The set is rlaced in this oosition 
· .. :1ile the vehicle is hal tee'. The T)()Sition where t!'\e vehic}g is stop~d· is 
selected to ~<xinize the radars scan c.n~qbility. This techninue has rroven 
pe;~"ticularly effective durin!; ni;::;;ht route security o~rntions. J'.fter "'cving 
t~h etn area the rc.dar is rlaced in ooorati.on to sc"n buck into tl-te area 
to determine the presence or absence of ener:tV ~'C'~ivity. 

OBSERVATION: 3;r emt'lO:Vin!\ the r:~d:>.r in tl-tis M.?.nner the securitv ani 
surveillance ca:p::~bility of the e::rployin~ force is P.:r 'C\tly •mh"nc-:>d, The r<~dPr 
cen oo repidly erJplnced on tho vehicle, t<~king c>d~ntar~c of tho vehicles comr.ru­
nicP.tions system for rc~rtin~ si~htinGS etc. A degree. of protection is afforded 
by the presence cf the "'-rr~ored vehicle .nnd F.s ..,ountcd ;..uarons SYste:"l, . 

'CONFIDENTIAl~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
TI'.lli: The l~ounting of Scarchlip:hts on the Mll3 .\rmored Personnel 

C'U'rier. .e.ee •:A", :z. ,~ 
DISCUSS!ON: In order to provide a maximum deP,I"ee of artificial 

illumination during pericds of night operations this Squadron has mounted 
searchlights on selected armored personnel carriers in each groond troop. Ten 
lights were J11ounted in e"l.ch troop. The li.<!hts were acquired from a number of 
scurces; the sources includcJ ar'lhulancee of the Divisional HedicRJ. 3attalion, 
l.an:l.inp, lights on OH-23 i-l.elicopters and the boom searchlir:ht on five ton starrlard 
wrecker. 1'/hen incorporated 'ni.th the Tank-mounted Zeon Searchlights a high 
derTee of artificial illumir.:ltion l.S available to the Ground Cavalry Troop. 

OJS:!HV.\:'JON: 'i'he mounting of these li:rhts has greatly enhanced 
the ,,perating cana'IJilit~ -:~ ".,;w Cavalry Troop. ThP.se lights have rroven 
particulary effective rlo·,r·ing r:KNernent arrl searchers in built up areas. This 
has facilitated route security operntion in that vehicles in addition tc the 
tanks have an arg-'lnic searchlidlt cap<tbility that can Jrllvide ill1.L'nination 
in areas previously dark and therfore util:!.zed b;r ene:tl"' ar.~bush tea'!ls. 

c. rrain,rlnP.; and organization. Forwr>rded under separate cover; ill.RP 
Organizotion and Train~. 

d. Intelli~ence. None. 

e. Lo£P_stics: None. 

f. Civial Affairs. 

rrn:s: Zn~ineer units should be ooployed on a volu.!tary basis 
cnnsi~T.en t With the C'l effort, when their !Jarticipatio~ does not. coru'lict 
with the t.'lctical mission. 

DISCLiSSIOIJ: · Many of the har.tlets and villa.,qes in RVN, sorr.e of 
H!rich TJres3ntly enjoy an active CA effort, have a desired and actual need 
for imnrovcl'lert. or construction which ccul.d be accowplished ouicldy and effec­
t5.vel:v 'IJ:'r US enr;iner.r units, l;ut would take ''rohil:litive man-hours to perform 
l;:r civilian lat,or. &perienCE. has irdicated that ei'lJ!j.neer volunteers are 
e)~certionally receptive to t.hc C;\ effort, r:crform in an outstandin.c; manner 
"nd contri~te a techince.l skill cana'>ility not otherwise availc.Jle. Recogni­
zing thA.t el'lployr"en··. of el".:;ineers should l;e closely coordinated with S.l. and 
Vietnamese Officials familiar with a p,iven area, erl{d.nr..c.r efforts can be 
directed specifically towards !J['Ojects which afford maxinum follow-up partici­
nation ~ local civilians. 

OJS~tV ITIOr£: The employ· ent of en(dneer operations arrl ecnli)T.lent 
to suo-port th11 C.\ effort achieves hir!h impact results; accomplished task> 
that colild not. otherwise be done t,y naneuver ':Jatta:'.ions or civilian lal)or; affords 
the OP'Xlrtunity for Vietna!'lese initiative and subsequent work; and, ?ei:J.Q; on · 
a voluntary basis, offers varied experience and increased morale to participatinp.: 
oneratiors. 
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CONFIDENTI.A:Q 
ITEM: Employment of US/tF night cornlJat/aJnbush ratrols greatly 

reduces VC acts of terrorism and intimidation at the vill"!ge and hamlet level. 

DISCUSSION: The CA aspect of Revolutionary Developnent cannot. 
he effP.ct:i.vely- accompli:~hed w:ithoot a certain de--ree of local security. Often, 
the success of RD is dcoondent upon the degree of security a village or hamlet 
hns. ThP. mere presence of a US r>atrol bi!Se (4-6 men) with FF contill$!:enl:. in 
a har.tlet comprises threiit enoueh to local VC guerilla units to severely restricts 
their activ:i.t•r and movement. Coil.bincd Conb."'t Patrols further provide a realistic 
traininP.: vehicle for participating FF eoldiers ard while enhancing their self­
confidence and incre"l.si!'lg their military effectiveness serves to originate a 
caoab:l.llty- fran which FF ma;r corrluct similiar operations w:ithoot US support. 
The patrol's effectiveness ref(ardinp, destruction of local VC elements is largely­
deoendent upon sur:-rl,se and can be !Jest accomplished by- a clandestine drop 
of the US patr.-,1 base at the FF oot post 1 done on an unscheduled basis, 

03SE~V\TION: By employiMP. US/PF night combat/ambush patrols within 
a V"lllage/ha.mlet, VC activity- is e;reatl._v reduced; participating FF gain confidence 
and realistice tr:dnin_~; the }rinciple of GVN sup:oo:rt is strengthened; and an 
atmosnhere more favorable to the nro};l"e88 of RP-volutionary Developnent is creatai. 

g, F5YOP5. None. 

h. SPJei .,1 Intcr.·sts-: 

I'IE!~: Effect of clin;~•te <>nd nia;ht oper<!tions on ~ units operating 
cap.<ibility. 

DISCI.ESim~: Prolon11;ed periods of night operations without the 
provisio.'l o-f rest reriods during ni~ht ti::e hours '1-rill h"'-ve a detrirental effect 
on fl. units operating potential. In e;eneral; operations conducted during periods. 
of lj.nitcd visibility ~r;ctinst nn enemy who's m:>st likely ~th0d of t>tt:1.ck is an 
anbush aru physically more fntiguing thM a. d-'\"!liP,ht o;:erntion in the sar.c area. 
The night environment and reouircl:le!"":. for detctilcd dis·.·:unted sct=trchcs are factors 
t-rhich contribute to this f~tic;oo. Pseoctate the f~til!ue f?ctor with the dnv time 
clinr~te of t~is units onerating )~a; i.e. heat which liDits the ability to sleep 
"nd it is evident that a continuous n'.;;ht operating cycle will h:o.ve an ?.dverse ) 
cff<Jct on the units ol.'erall operating potcntjnl. Other ref"Uirel:lf!nts such -"S ~st 
operations resupply- nnd general maintenance of individual arrl crew iten:s of 
c,..,i..iipcer.t further limit suitable rest !'()riods for personnel conducti.n.r! ni~ht 
ope rat ions. 

OSS~W .. TIOl:S: R~st reriods dur~ ni~h'~ tine hours when the hc?t 
of the d;oy is l:l.inir.\um must be provided in the oper"'ting schedule of units con­
ducting niP,ht oper-".tions. This c<>.n he accornr-lished bv' rotating entire troop/ 
compan .. size units into a ni.~ht rest period cr by rotati.tlg pl~toons within a 
~i ven troop/ corn~ny size unit into th·~ r'.·st reriod. Re5t during the cool }Xlriod 

of the d<.y should be provided a mininn.u!l. of once every four oper".tin!l; d<~ys. 
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SECTICN n, Part II Recomroondations. None. 

1>\p 

UNCLASSIF1E1 

Fat THE COMl~NDER: 

?Jcf~f.~ ILT' 
1.- JEROM& A. POOCRZELSKI 
r'" Captain, Arr.-.or 
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l!NCJ.ASSIFIED 

S<-curitv Cia ~ifi:t'otinn ·""· 
DOCUMENT CON mOL DATA· R & D 

($ttf!udty ~l•••lll~•tJo" ol tlfl•. body ot ~~tb•ttllct ,._, lnde•lnlf. Mtrtetllftlon 1ttu111 b~ !fntt'Nu.l when lit• o"r•tl rf!tHHI h t'ftt••lllfid 

t. ORIG-IHA.TtNC Ar.TlVITY (Cotp.OC"affl •uthor) Z•• A~f 

ftl"ini;lft'(~cri'fn OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 c 
.... tJitltULnuun sLu 

). IIIU!POMT TITLC 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 25th Infa..1try Division 

;t. 01£1(;.-.IPTt'#lr: HOTII• (fYp• of t•p«t •t1d lndulh'e detfle) 

R~<m•ri Pnr~s of _unit en""""'d in countf'lrin~ur<>"'n"'v onerations i Aug - 31 Oct 1967 
'!&· AV'THOfHSI (Fit'at n.m•• middle lnltJ•I, l•el n•m•J 

CG, 25th Infantry Division 

e. ft£PO.-.T OAY£ 7•• TOTAL NO. Of' P•ot:a r·· NO. 01' "EI'I 

14 November 1967 83 
... CONTRACT OR QRIIlNT NO. t•~ ORtQINA TQP'I•I MltF'OAT t~UM&ItP'IItl 

II. fiiJIII.O..ti:CT NO. 674216 

.. N/A 
tb. OYHER REPORT NOtS) (AlV oth•l' nucnku Uf-t m.7 k •••1(/I'I'HI 

thl• HporlJ 

d. 

10. OISTJIIUSUTtON IT4TitM€NT 

It• SVPPL£MJENT4RY NOTEt , ... JPONOO~tN" Mll..tTAIU ACTIVITY 

N/A I OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 
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