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DEPARTMENT ;OF THE AIU1Y 
Headquarters lOlst Airborne Division 

APO San Francisco 96383 

AVDG-GC 24 May 1968 

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the lOlst Airborne Division for the period 
ending 30 April 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Signific·ant Activities 

a. OPERATIONS.· 

(1) During the period February through April 1968, the lOlst Airborne 
Division has conducted combat operations in three of the four Corps Tactical 
Zones in the Republic of Vietnam, as well as the Capital Military District 
around Saigon. Elements of the Division have fought Viet Cong, North Viet­
namese Regulars and Local Force units from the marshy rice lands southeast of 
Saigon to the mountainous jungles west of Hue. During the period, the Division 
has served as a Reaction Force, ready to deploy on a moment's notice to any 
location in Vietnam. At 310300 January 1968, the VC/NVA launched their TET 
Offensive. During the early hours of the battle, a VC ~apper platoon breached 
the court-yard wall, placing a significant threat on the &nerican Embassy, 
Saigon. A ~eady Reaction Force from C-1-502 Inf was directed to conduct an 
air mobile assault to the roof top of the Embassy building, and to clear and 
secure the Embassy and surrounding area. After two attempts, the assault force 
was able to land on the HOT LZ at 010834 February. In less than 1 hour, the 
Embassy and surrounding area had been secured. The action resulted in 9 VC 
KIA and 2 AK-47•s credited to the lOlst Abn Troopers. There was one US casualty, 
a door gunner on one of the assault helico9ters was wounded by SA fire. 

(2) Another example of the typ~ of rapid reaction operations con­
ducted by the Division occurred on _the morning of 22 January when the Division 
was alerted for future operations and directed to send one brigade immedi.ately 
to ICTZ. At that time, the 1st Bde was conducting operation SAN ANGELO in 
Phuoc Long Provin;e fl ear the Cambodian border; aud the 3d Bde was condl:cting 
Operation MANCHESTER north of Bien Hoa. The 2d Bcle, at the time, had just 

., begun an air assault ~nto the Michelin plantation area neur Minh Thanh 
(XT 6367) to begin a reconnaissance in force operation in that area prior to 

· TET. At 220910 January, 1-501 Inf received its wariling order while in flight 
to the Brigade AO. The aircraft were diverted and returned to Cu Chi from 
where the battalion deployed to Hue/Phu Bai the following day._ The 2d Bde (-) 

\ 

follo~ed immediately. The 2d Bde remained OPCON to III ~AF and further OPCON 
to 1st Air Cav Div until 10 March 68. The activities of 2d Bde during the 
period 22 Jan - 10 Mar are included in the after .~ction report at Inclosure 1. 

P"2 DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD DIR 5200.10 



. ) 

iVDG-~ 2 4 MAY 1961 
SUBJECT: Opert.tiona.1 Report or the 10lst Airborne Di visi~n !or the period 

~ing JO April 1968, RCS CSF00-65 (RI) 

(4) '0n 5 Mar 1968, operational ·control or the 3d Die, 101.at .Al:n 
Div and 2/ll C&v passed to HQ•s IIFFV and the Div ~ moTed b7 air to Hue 
Phu Bai. The. Divieion Tactical Operations Center \\pened, vie ID 8)2l.4S an 
6 Mu-, CFCCN t.ollI MAF and at 002400 Mar, the Divis:lon assumed operational 
control or t~ 3d B:le, S2d Abn Div (YD Sl7l47) and be~ Operation CARENTAN I. 
ca 10 Mar, th~ 2d rue, lOht Abn Div (YD 637275) returned to Div.ieion control, 
and CPCCN or the Di vision passed to the newly created Provieional Corpe 
Vietnam (PCV). At 180000 Mar the 1st Ne, lOlst Am Div~ ~leased troru 
participation in CPERATI~ JEB STEWART and returned to D.fvi&ion control. 
-The activities or the 1st &ie durin.g operation JEB STEWAHT are CO"{ered in 
the combat after action report at Inclosure 6. 'With the return or the lat 
Bde, the Division Task organization fo_r co:lbat in I CTZ wae ae ehown below: 

).st Bde, lOlst Am Div: 

1-327 Inf 

2-327 Int 

2-502 Inr 

2d B:ie, lOlet Affi Div: 

1-501 Int 

2-501 In! 

1-502 Int 

3$1 B:ie, 82d Abn Div (Task Farce): 

1-505 Int 

2-505 Int 

1-500 Inr 

2-17 Cayalry 

(5) The lOlet Abn Div officially started OPERATIOO CARENTAN I at 
002400 when the Div I~ assume·d control ot the 3/82 Abn Div. The operation 
continued as the 2/101 Abn and 1/101 Abn joined the Div on 10 az¥i 18 Mir 
reepectively. CAi!ENTAN I was a Regional Reconnaiesance In Force operation 
conduoted in the area generally from the Perturm River eouth ot lme IJity 
northwest to vie Camp Evane and front lt.q QL-1, northeut to the CNlt c'L 
Tonkin. When the let .Bie returned to Div control en l8 Mar the AO wu ex­
teooad south ot Hue to Tic East4/est Grid 05 to include the ~a 1.n vhioh 
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they had:been working while in OP JEB STEWART. During the reporting period, 
the Divi~ion has participated in three major unit operations: CARENTAN I, 
CARENTAN ,II and DELAWARE. These operations are discussed below. ~ 

(i6) OPERATION CARENI'AN I: Operation Carentan I was initiated 
~ . 

082400H 1',iar, when the; Division assumed operational control of 3d Bde, 82d 
Abn Div. ; The operati<>n was conducted IAW lOlst Ahn Div OPORD 5-68 (CARENTAN) 
at Inclos'.ure 7. The mission of the operation was to locate and destroy enemy 
forces, b~se areas and logistical installations in the assigned AO with 
emphasis pn interdicting enemy infiltration routes along Hwy 547. Concurrent 
with the fbove, the Division assumed the responsibility for the external 
security ~or the Tan My - Cocaa Beach port facility (YD 8232). The concept 
of the op~:ration is discussed at Inclosure 7. Unit activities during 
CarentaR r consisted of preparation and occupation of fire support bases 
(FSB);. min:a sweep and road clearing operations, convoy escort miss ions and 
after it J?ined the Div on 18 Mar, be en a reconnaissance in force Op to 
the southwest astride Hwy 547 to clear the road and to interdict enemy in­
filtration from the southwest into Hue. 

(7) CARENTAN II: Operation Carentan II was initiated on 1 April 
as an exten'(:ion of Carentan I rather than as an entirely new operation. The 
mission remained the same with the additional requirement to extend the 
Division AO to the west to include the areas and responsibilities previously 
held by the 2d and 3d Brigades of the 1st ACD. This mission was designed to 
facilitate the 1st Cav drive to open Hwy 9 and the relief of the Marines 
at Khe Sanh Combat Base. The AO extension generally included the area be­
tween ·Hwy QL-1 and the Gulf of Tonkin from Camp Evans northwest t:> Hai Lang. 
The concept of the operation is included in the lOlst Abn Div OPCCRD 7-68 
(CARENTAN II) at Inclosure 8. The activ'ities of the 3d Bde, 82d Alm Div 
Task Force in OPERATIONS CARENTAN I and CARENTAN II will be covered in the 
ORLL which the Bde submits as a preparing agency. The activitie~ of the 2d 
Bde, lOlst Avn Div in operations CARENTAN I & II will be covered in the 
Inclosure 9. A review of these separate actions at this point would be 
superfluous. However, several will be described bel(Xl to point out the 
techniques and methcds of combat which are representative of the philosophy 
and appro~ch to successful operations employed by the Division during the 
period. 

(8) During the month of March, Division activities centered closely 
around llu~. Unit activities were generally devoted to the establishment of 
base camp facilities and positioning forces as the Divinior.al units returned 
to Division control. Minor internal AO adjustments were made to facilitate 
fire-control and maneuver coordination. Generally the 2d Bdc, 101st Abn Div 
was deployed to the northwest of Hue; the 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div to the south 
and southeast of Hue and the 1st Bde, lOlst Abn Div to the southwest of the 
Imperial City. The terrain overwhich operation Carentan I & II was conducted 

4 
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(r.) Barly in the afternoon on 9 Apr.i 1 tho 2d W.e Forward Air 
Control:er observed ¥hat appeared to be 8-:to l22nvn rocket poei ti9ns vie 
YD :-'721. Arty and two ta.ctical &ir. strikes. we1·e employed a~ainst tm eus­
pevted loel'.tions •. A platoon ri•t;.iill C-1-502 Inf was air-lilted into the are&. 
A8 soon as the artillery wa:s lifted the platoon was inserted at 1400 hrs t'o 
rtid th~ ars&. 'I'l'te quick reaction resulted in 9xl22nm rockets captured. 
The rocketa hart been positioned on b3.l!lboc rails an:l were aimed at· Camp Evans. 

(b) During the 1st week in April th~ 2-.501 In! was s\~curing 
~h.m<ier Beach (YJ 4955) and Fire Support .B&ee HARDCCl\E vie YD 4J0519. jlecon 
operB.tions l\-ere conducted throughout the area to obtain information on enemy 
~tre.11gt~s and dispositions. On 10 Api<il, hard intelligence ind1ca{ed an 
enemy uuild up vi'c 'l'honh Phuoc Dien (YD 4748). In response to the !ntelli~nce 
irrl'ormation A~-501 began a RIF from FSB HARDCORE to an attack po!!Sition vie 
YD 471490 while D-2 .... 501 ~onducted an air &s~.ult to an LZ vi' YD 479481. 
Both companieti begar. a coordinated attack "'11 the villa'!e a.rter artil\~ery a.rad. 
TAC' Air pre~·d the objective. At 13171 both companies eE;t&bllshed c0ntact 
vi.c YD 472489 and YD 47)484. TAC Air &111 artillery wsr$ emplo)'t'di;, ~d, ae 
sr'?'llld contact continued 1 t be oame obviouei that the ~~ companies wci-:' 
engaged with a sisable enemy force. .A.t 18441 the batt&lion wa~ relieved ot 
ita'. responsibility to secure the beach and i'irebase and immediately 1.'J,r-lif'ted 
BC~ into the objective area to h!lp establish & cordon arourld the9 ene{ny 
fore~ prior to darkness, Ai'ter the cordon was established, Slmn mort83·0 
were inserteci to bolster the cordon. The three companies r:w.intained llj<),'b 
alert durine; tr~ night and employed contin\Wua illumination and artillejry. 
Throughout the night the ene?Izy" employed SA/AW RPG and mortar !'ire in n~'ll-
eroilll unsuccess!ul atter11pts to escape the cordon. The following morninj51 

helicopter gunships, artillery and seven ES (CS) launchers were employei 
against the enemy position followed by TAC Air. At 1230 bJ,15 1 Co D and j 
Co B (-) attacked the village from the eoutheaet to northwest into the i 
blocking positions or Co A &."'.d the remainder o! Co B. The objective wa:·15 

. . . I 

swept by midafternoon llr'eting only scattered resistance. The entire oper-
ation reeulted in 66 NVA XIA, 1.3 NVA PW, 21 individual weapons an~ 5 e1,~ew 
s~ved weapone ce.pt\u·fJd, plus numerous munitions and miecellaneoue eqli.ipment. 
The oper1.ti.on 'h~d dealt a significant blow to the 6th Bn, 8J.;!th NVA Rett,. 
Friendly caswi.ltiee 'W'$re 7 KIA .. and· 35 WL\. ! 

( o) 04 the morning of 20 April the 2-17 Cav W.1 depJD,...i with 
Trp A conducting "' dismounted reconn&ieeance in torce vie YD 6029 1 ~uth Weit 

of An lo Bridge (YD 624302). 2d Pl&toQ1 1 A-3•5 C&v (atch•a to 2-17 Ce.v) 
was located at& J.c Bridp. (YD62.30), and Trp B, 2-17 Cav "1th one P4toon ot 
Ml.lJ arzoored pertjonnel carriers wa:s cond\1cting a reconnaissance in i'c.>rce 
operation northwest or An Lo bridge. At 1045 houri 1 B Trp observed 811d en­
gaged in NVA platoon vie YD 613326. B Troop continued to develop the cont~ot 
detc•rmining that the enemy .force was an NVA comp1n7 .. It waa also die~overed 

7 
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the.t the stream between the ·:mi~)my ·~and Trp B wae not .fordable, (See !itr.ire 1, 
below).. It was readily ~pparent that the enemy's position.wae bounded on the 
nwth and south by natural obstacle!!~;:.; .. : Immed~ately Trp A: waa heli-lirt.ed from 
its poeit:if)n southwest or An Io bridge into an IZ vie YD 612338 and then moved 
onrland into a blocking.position vie YD 609332 1 thereby ireventing a~ escape 
from the weet. While A 'J,'rp ''ae being lifted in to poei ti on artillery a.rd TAC 
Air placod withering fire on the enemy poe1t1on. Simultaneously, B Trp JDOT~ 
around the mar8hy area on the south to attack the village from the east. As 
B Trp we.a moving into its attack position T.Lc YD 629.3.35 1 the attached Cav Plt 
-(2-.3-5 Cav) moved from An Lo Bridge. to join the attack, B Trp assaulted with 
\he two mochlni1ed platoons abreast and the infantry platoon following close'.cy 
behind. By 11ll,5, the entire village had boen swept. The action restil.ted in 
.3.3 NVA m, ~ NVA PW•1, 18 individual and 1 crew serwd v~pons captured. The 
entire o~;.tion rseulted 1n. only 5 US WIA (3 evac). . . 

(d) en 21 April, C ·& D ·~501 were conductin& a reconnaiaeanoe 
in torce opc-ation Tic ID 7530 1n re11>on1e · to intelligence build up in the 
area. At 1A4S hx'• Co C obi.rm 2 VO rlc YD 7Sl+3ll. Th• "aJ1P&Zl1' engaged the 
enflley' killing one and capturing one:Al-47. The comp&n7 pursued .the Ce11Jl7 intb 
the ·village o! Thon ·Xim Doi (YD 7531) where thq establlihed contact with a.n· 
lnll1\f .platoon. Co C deployed along the 1out~east comer 01' the village em­
plO)'ing h•V artillery tnd 4 tac~ical &1r1trike1 ~gainet the enen11 poeition. 
Ao the contact dewloped, the •nemr ciAployed AW,.I: RPG &rd 82mm mortar fire 
againat the friendly torcee. ·Co D working· adj&oent to Co C moved in arotmd the 
nortbu.at side or the Tillage. · The en91D1" force was turthe~ ·evaluated to be a 
company and just prior to darkness Coq:anieis A & B 2-501 Inf were heli-litted 
into the riorthwst and eoutbweet eides ot the village 1 respectively. The 
cordon wae completed at 1910 •. Artilleey and continuous artificial 1'lareship 
illumination were employed t.hroughout the night. During the ·night, the enemy 
made 1ever&l tmauccessful attempts to escape the cordon •. The enemy's per­
aistant r.ttempts to escape I however,· further reinforctd the fact that a size­
able force had been µ-apped in ''the. cordon. At first light, as the frier¥lly 
forces began olo11ng into 'the· vilhge ·that &g&in received heavy AW/RPG'and 
mortar tire. ·Heavy,. artille17 and 6 TAC Air strike• were employed throughout 
the d&3'• Captured documents indica~d m.t··tbe •MIQ' tcrce was the 4th 
Comp&n7 (heavy w.-pona) ot., the. 812th NVA. Begt. The attacking forces con-
tinuud to meet stitf' resiat.Ance 'as thet ·aotion ·continued into the late after­
noon. At 1716.houra th• ·lit >.RVN Dinlion R•oon Comp1.n7 (The Black Panth4'?' 
Foroea) •• heli-llfted in t.O 'join the aouthlm ·portion ot th• cordcn, and th• 
222 RF Coritpany moved· overland trom Qu.Ang 'Dien Tio. m 6833 to join the oordcn 
in the north. 47 NVA were· killed 'dUt'inJ(the 'da7 as the contact continued into 
the night. 'Jhe cordcn WI.IS ·continued ·aa art1ll•;y1ilt.inta1ned oaitinuous W.1Dli• 
nation and bombarded the. mi9Q' poa1tic1ie. tbroughO\tt the aecond nigkt o~ oontaot. 
A' r~duction 1n en!m;y resistance -.e noted and at ti.rat light the village was 
r"l!r"tl v.'.t·h ar.~.i1leey anrt TAC Air. then :companies A. & D attacked ·rrom the nobth ' ., .. 
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through the villaee towards the blocking positions on the eouth. The 
operation resulted in 74 NVA KIA, 1 NVA/HI and 13 weapons CElptured or des­
troyed. Friendly caeual ti'.es for the entire 3 day operation were 12 US ~IA. 

(e) Approximately 1400 hrs, 28 April the 1st ARVN Div Recon 
Company, while operating in close coordination with Div for~es along .the Song 
Bo !?.iver vie -YD 6929 repcrted a si.~n.ificant enemy force located vie YD 6828. 
Reacting in response to this report, 1-501 Inf with 4 rifle companie~and 3 
platoons of popular force troops movei overland and by helicopter to eeitab-
lish a. cordon arotmd the area. (See fi~e 2, below). The rapid reeponee 
caught the enemy b~r ~urprise. During the remainder of the afternoon· &nd 
throughout the nit(t, the enemy attempted to escape the cordon. Each atte11pt 
was repulsed utilizing tremendous amounts of heavy artillery, helicopter gun­
ships and continuous artificial illurnination during the night. The foll<>lf-
ing 'mcrning (29 April) 1 the friendly !arces in the northern "neck". or the 
cordon began to push into the village. Illlnooiately thay r:vJt stiff reeietance 
from enemy forces with SA/AW/RPG in i'ort11'ied bunkers. The battle raged 
t/hroughout the day with allied terce mtlting- little progreea. &>l-501 Int 
was ineerted into th0 ccrdon· ·to .bolster the northern position. · Ml.06 recoil­
less rifles a.nd 81Jmn mortars were air lifted in to add additional fire pqwer 
as TAC Air &'1.d artillery continued to pound the fortified eneiey". ES (CS} 
dispersers were also inserted and integrated into the cordon as plans were 
made to attack the following r.1orning. The actions on 29 April accounted £or 
64 e.n~r dead. Throughout the night, the eneiey" continued his violent, yet 
tmsuccess!'ul attempts to escape. The enemy estimated at battalion size 
massed AW/RPG/ and mortar fire while trying to rush a platoon eize force 
through the cordon vie YD 694284. Recoilles:> rifles and claymore mines were 
an effective deterent to the would-be escapees. The artificial illuminstion 
and heavy artillery continued throughout the night. The enerJy resistance 
was beginning to !ade al though savage fighting continued all day 30 A:t:ril. 
'1ontact continued dµring the night o.t' 30 April - 1 May. Twice during the night,, 
enemy forces tried to escape the cordon··but were driven back. A Hoi Cha.nh 
who rallied during the contact and several IW• a ident:U'j,ed the enemy unit as 
the 8th &1, 90th NVA Regt. Early in the morning, _e. psywar arpeal was made 
by a loudspeaker to the trapped eneJll1'. The psywar operation was made ~ 
conjunction with the TAC Air Strikes on the village. After several air strikes 
had been made, the Hoi Chanh made an appeal to .the trapP.'d enemy to surrender. 
Att~r a -pause, the forward ail". controller would (iirect a long, low, screa:n-
ing pass over the village, then the loudspeaker made another appeal for 
surrender telling the trapped soldiers that the next pass would be !or real~ 
Sufficient time was given for believers to react then the aircraft were directed 
in "11 ve" to further convince any doubters.· This technique directly innuenced 
the 95 NVA/PW's who surrendered during the day. The peyope mission was fol­
lowed· by a CS drop and more tactical air str1kes. Th6 enemy had weakened 
considerably as subst'a11t1al advances were ~ 11sde into the villaee and the 

aordon w.a..s. further consolidated. The day's action resulted in an additional 
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141 NVA Ia:A 1 and 75 weapore captnred. Continuous pressure wae maintained 
throughout the night of 1-2 1-13.y. Eremy atterrtr.,s to escape decreased and 
his fire r..ower was coneidl:ra"c.'l~~ reduced as artillery and TAC ·Air had elim­
inated his indirect weapons. PH's indicated heavy casualties had been " 
sustained and the re'Il&inder had heen without food for several days. On 
2 Hay the sweep of the viµagc was completed. For several more daya friendly 
elements rer.1ained in the srea to completely s13arch the area for weapons 
and· other items of intellieence value. The total resulte ot this highly 
successful operation netted 314 }r;A KL\ 1 107 NVA/P1"i 1s and 103 weapone 
captured. Friendly casualties were l~ tKIA 1 ·a WIA (17 ..!.VAC). Investigation 
after the action confirmed that the enemy tmit was the 8th Ih, 90th NVA 
ae_,~t and that during. the action the Bn Commander I Executive Officer am 
3 Company Co.T.ma.nders had been kilJ ed. The five day operation had rendered 
the enemy battalion ·rirtually ineffective for a considerable period or time. 

(12) The actions cited above are by no means the only actions con:iucted 
during t.°rle period. These actions acco\lllt for a small portion or the 1982 
onemy killed during the operation. 'They do, however 1 point out the mt.hods 
which have been succeesfully employed by the Di.,riaion in the coastal p:lains 
aro\Uld Hµo. These me.thods are signiticant in that they are simple, compre­
hensive, interrelated and, most sL?:hjficantly1 that they were ~\lccess.t'ul. 
There i·e one additional principle that has also greatly enha·,'.·;~: ~'-·ese 
Operations J that is I the extension Of 11night Operations 11 to ~.(...~\;,'.;' '·\ C:. f'.~+­
lfOrk or ambush eitea established ni."'.htly throughout the AO. Tht. D:.vision 
has averaged 50 equad/ple.toon size ambush posjtions each ni0ht. Li operation 
CAREUTAH I & II, these night operations have accounted for approximately 
6Qt o.f: the total ·.fighting for. the period. A more detailed account of 
enemy ca.Bua.lty and equipment losses durinc the ["?riod is included at 
para~aph c (Intelligence) below, Operation CA?..ETAN II continues throueh the 
end or the reixrting period. 

(13) Cl'ERATICN DEIAWA.RE: Operation DEIAHARE began 190001H April 
1968 &8 a one brigade Operation into the mountainous jungle astride Hwy .1)47 I 
eoutl'Mest or Hue. The 1st B::le~ lOlst Atn Div conducted the operation IAW 
Division OPCRD 11-68 (DELAi·iAREJ at Inclosure 10. The operation waa deeigned 
to compl.:lment the lat ACD assault into ·the Ashau Valley. The mission or 
the let Bde was to conduct ground.and airnlobile· assaults ,Southwest trom FSB 
Bastogne to interdict enemy routes or withdrawal/infiltration vie junction: 
Hwy 1s 547 and 547A .CID 5504); establish FSB Veghel v.lc hill 333 (YD 54CJ1+.); 
block 1-My"'s 547 and 547A

1 
in zane and provide security for FSB Bastogne and 

Rome Plow operations in· :the area. Upon comple ti.on or the above, be prepared 
to continue attack to t~ south into the Rao Nai (River) Valley or to re­
orient north along the a.xis of the Song Bo 3.ive.r towards VC/NVA Base Area 114. 
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The orj ginal concept of the operation is discussed at Inclosure 10. 

(a) The initial concept or operation was changed on 17 A1)ril 
1968 at which time the brigade received a FRAG 0 directing· that the .3d ARVN 
Atn Task Fer ce would assume responsibility for the clearing ot Hwy 547A. 
The AI1VN Abn Task Fcrce would also air assault into & LZ secured by elements 
or the 1-327 Inf and provide one battalion to assist 1-n securing LZ VEGHEL. 
The mission of the 2-502 Inf was chanr.ed to conduct reconnaieaance in tore~ 
operations in the Rao Hai Valle~·. The date for the air assault remained 
unchan:·ed. 

(b) The LZ fCJ' the air assault of the 1-327 Int into the Delta 
Jtmction Area was changed from Hill (YD 546Ql<;) to vie YD 556030# This was 
due to the inability or the Hill to be satisfactorily cleared with tactical air 
includine 2000 lb daisy cutt.ers. As this locaticn was the prime consideration 
tor establishment ot LZ VEGHEL doubt was now c:ast as to the practi:callity or 
this ae it would undoubtedly require a major engineer effort. In view ot 
this the deci8ion as to lihere LZ VEGa;L would be located was witheld until 
a!'ter the air aeeault. 

(c) Excluding ·(a) & (b) above, the operation was initiated 
cin 19 April 1968 as planned. Early in the-morning or 19 April the 2-502 
In£ and 2-327 Inf launched attacks to fix and destroy enemy forces operating 
west of Fire Base BASTOCJIB. The air assault of the 1-327 Inf conmenced r.t 
llOOH with Company C mMing the initial a~sa.ult. An aircraft in the first 
wave at llOJH developed ~chanical problems and crashed on the LZ.-:resulting 
in 6 casual.ties (5 tran C-1-327, 1 crew member) none serious. C-1-327 
closed on the LZ at llJOH and secured the location for the displaceimnt ot 
th1t remainder of the battalion. The air assault was completed at l237H. 
en the tollow:ing day the 6th ArWN Abn lh air assaulted into the same LZ 
which was still secured by C-1-327. The relief' oi' the 2-502 Inr by the 1-502 
Int at Bfl.STOCIIB was effected on 20 April. Thie was toll.owed by the air 
asaaulting or the 2-502 lnf into an LZ vie YD 558028 on 21 April. The re­
maining two battalions (3d and 8th) or the_Jd ARVN A'tn Taek Force air aseaulted 
into the same LZ on 22 and 23. April respectively. During this period 19-21 
April elemente or the 1-327 Inf we:c.e involved in heavy fighting to eeise ob­
jectives 1 and 2 vie YD 550036 and YD543028.reepectively. On the evening or 
21 Airil the 2-5C'2 Inf was given the mieeion to rel~ the l-327 or mission 
to 8ei1e objective 2 "(YD543028). . Ch 22 April arter four days of heavy fight­
ing the 1-327 Inf seized objective 1 (YD 5500,36) and C-2-502 Int eeised 
objective 2 (YD543028). Elements of the .3d ARVN Abn Task Force were engaged 
in heavy fighting vicinity YD 565Ql.,.J and Hill 333 (YD 546049). Ch 28 April 

. ' the 3d ARVN Abn Taek Fcrce.crossed the Song Bo Rhrer vie YD 528035 and moved 
:.ue.si ln~o t~ 'Pa~ Nh~ Vall •y, lhe ~ ... 502 Inf ori~nted \17~st into tre Rao Na1 

II 
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Valley lea~g the 1-327 Inf in the Delta Junction Area. The 2-327 int was 
operating west or Fire Base J3..\STOCNE and north or a.ty 54 7. All eleni?nts are 
in thil!S general posture at the close or the reporting period. The dense 
triple canopy juncle and the steep ru::ged mountains presented a formidable 
obstacle to operations· in the area. Weather conditions !!Severely ham~red~ 
&ir operations. Enemy ground contacts in the area were sc•ttered and gen­
erally the ene:ny force was equa.d eize or smaller. Enemy initiated activities 
were predominately rocket and mortar stand off attacks. Some anti-aircraft 
fire was experienced in the area. Several large muni tiona oaehes wei'e also 
discovered. 

(d) nesultsas ~f' 30 April 1968 (does not include ARV!): 

Friendly losses 

40 KHA 
206 WHA 
1 KHA 
2 NEC 

Enemy losses 

221 NVA KIA (C) 
1 NVA FW 
58 SA 
19 c/s 

b. CHEMICAL OPERATIONS. During the period February through April 1968; 
chemical activities of the Division included aerial and ground employment o! 
RCA CS, aerial and ground based.defoliation ope~ations, aerial smoke operations 
and persormel detector operations. 

(1) aet~ Operations: 

(a) Non-persistent RCA CS has been used extensively in con­
junction with preparatory fires on fortified hailllets north and northwest ot 
Hu~ during Operation CARENTAN. The CS deli very systema used inclv.Je E158 
CS Cannister Clusters, ES Tactical CS launchers, locally fabricated. CS 
.~enade dispensers and 4.2 CS mortar rounde. Use of CS in preparations is iu 
consonance 'With the lOlst Airborne Division' e policy of wide i•anging· 1'1'0Cln­
n&Ueance and rapid concentration of units to !ix and deotroy the enemy once 
located. The CS is integrated into supporting .fires, irimarly in a target 
softening ~ole. 

(b) Five examples of these operati.one a.re described belowr 

! Action 7-8 April 1968 vie YD 6729 (&te figure 3, below) 

!. At 0810 hours on 7 April, an ambush el~nt o! B-1-501 
was returning from their night ambush position to the company base area whe.."l. 

1 t wa.s fired upon from the western edt::.e or the village 1 by what was later ,,_ 
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estimated to be a c~ a!ie VC/NVA foroe, Another abueh element linked 
up with the platoon (-) and engaged the 1nan;y with organic weapons, At 0915 1 

cor1tact wae broken and the platoon ( +) moved on to the company base. The 
company then eet up blocki?l8 positions on the west side or the village. ~en 
Co:npany, 1-501 moved into the area north of the village and established 
blocki?l8 posi ti.one, B-1-5051 conductin;; RIF operations to the east, was 
lifted acrose the river by helicopters and prooeededto sw~ep to the west. 
~ad elements came under heavy SA/AW fire from the small villaee to the east 
or·tM initial contact. They pulled back and called for artillery and air­
strikes and included 20 rounds CS from their organic 4.2 mortar. It was 
eoon determined that this complex was heavily bunkered and well defended. 
By this time it was late afternoon and plans were ma.de to continllt! the a tuck 
the following day-. 

.h The next morning C-1-501. began at firet light to 
move s.-: around B-1-501 toward the river, At 09.30 a CS preparation was pl&ced 
on the village and followed b;r artillery and air strikes. The initial CS 
pass was at 1500 teet and delivered four El58 Cannister Clwsters which im­
pacted on the weistern edge or ihe viJ.lage, coveri?l(; about 70% ot it with agent, 
The wind at this time was westerly at 7 to 10 knots, with a neutrAl. temper­
ature 3I"adient. Light and .medium artillery and four air strikes followed 
the CS. By late morning, C-1-:501 moved into attack posi tione west or the 
village, 

.£ Upon completion of the final air strike at 1150 
hours, additional CS was placed on the village. Two hl58's were dr·ol'ped, 
again from 1500 feet on the. target line, in order to suppress expected ground 
fire. Next, using the rocket pod grenade drop system, 192 grena.dee were 
dropped in the village. The CS pass was closely followed by 192 HC grenades. 
A final pass was made at 1500 feet to drop the remaining two El58's on a tree 
llm along the NE corner of t~e village from which tire was co~ng. The 
wind direct.ion was now almost northerly, and the village was co:npletely 
covered w1 th agent. Artillery was again employed and the two companies on 
the north and west began sweeping through this village 1 and later the one to 
the east. During the sweep or the villages and the surrounding area, the 
co~pany killed or found the bodies or 37 enemy. 

~ . The ground ccmnanders praieed the etfecte ot the CS 
and felt that it had eignitic.antly increased the efi'ecti veness ot the artillery 
etrikea~ and had aesis"ted them in their as-ults aeroea the open rice land 
wrrowxling the villages, 

~ Action 9 April 1968 vie YD 6828 {See figure 41 below) 

.... --
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a CG 8 April, tJ'a lat Battalion (Abn), SOSth Intant.%7' 
mtde he&'Y)" c:ontact with a suspected compaey fti1e NVA..torce.in the village ot 
Phuoe !en, vie ID 680280. Bravo and Charlie ot the 1-505 reintorced b7 
Alpha o! tho lat Battallcn (Abn) SOlet In.rantry cordoned the village while 
TAC Air and artilleey were called in. The cordon V8JI mainUJ,ned throush,, the 
night and, on 9 April, Bravo and Charlie Jrepared to sweep trom the south 
and veet reepectinly ldlile Alpha moved from itl9 positions to the nor't.h. 

)! Ae the sweep began, CS grenade• were droppod on a 
generally eaat-weet line to aid Alpha and Charlie in ctering the village. 
Winds were Elm at 8 to 10 knots and the temperature gradient wu lapse. 
!raTC oompan7, Which did not h&Te protective ma.aka waited until tbl agent 
cloud cleared the Yillage betcra adn.."1cing. At llS5, coincident nth the 
CS drop, Alpha moved tc:Mard the village 1 across 150 meters o! open grouzxi 
receiving light eniper tire, but autt'ering no oaaual.ties. Alpha completed 
th• l'Weop into the nllage eaat ot the rinr, taking 1ner~l detainees • 

.2 Ch.rUe ccmpaey- also .wed toward the villate aa 
tht Cs vaa dropped. Thq encountered the CS apnt juat aa the7 reached th• 
edge ot the "1l.lage. At that "time, tbl agent conceatrat1on wu weak but 
pz-otective muka were required. The comp&DJ' made no contact while the CS 
was in the area, but contact vu ~e with an. estimated platoon aize force 
atter the agent clear-1. 

!!, Wind and t«npera ture gradient contributed to rapid 
diesipation o! the agent cl.om, but the CS did provide eufi'icient fire eup­
R"esaion to all.ow the companies to reach the village without ca.eualtiea. 

!, Alpha company• ts sweep netted four NVA bodies prior 
to 1naldng contact. 

t. In each caae, proteotin 11a5lca vere tound on or 
near the bodiee. 'lbe CS agent had provided eutticient 1uppree aiOD to al.low 
the compen1ea to cro.1 open groUJ¥1 and enter the Yill&ge even though at 
least·& portion {)t the enat tore• vaa equipped with protectin 111Uka. 

l J.ction 10 Ap-111968 no ID 4748 (See figure S, below/) 

,. ca 10 April 1968,· the 2d Battalion (Am) SOlat 
Intantey employ-ed RCA ·CS in conjunction with a sweep .operation on tht village 
ot Phuoo Dien Tic ID 47.54ss. The Village vu bellned to cant.ain • HVA 
campaey. , 

) Alpha caupaey, having 11&.d• initial contact near the 
village, wa1 rein!orced b7 Delta company ehartq atter noon Mien Delta oQID­
J:>letod a ombat usautt on & IZ ...t ot tbt d.U.e. A.ft._. lJn~ with .Alpha 
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the two companies prep~ed to sweep from N'1·/ to SE throuRh the village. 
Prior to the eweep, five E8 Tactical CS Lalmchere were to be· firiN into the 
villa:-e, closely tollowed by airdrop of 192 H7A3 CS gren&des on the SE aide 
or the villa~. 

,x. Imnediately after the ES•s were fired, both companiea 
moved toward the village throur.h the ~ cloui. A:J they moved forward, they 
killed three NVA wbo were r.1oving· about in the village. At· 1317, as they 
reached the edge or the village, both companies began receiving SA/AW fire 
and occasion&l. RPG rounde. By this time, tre CS cloud, drl ven by the re­
latively stiff winds., had passed through the villaee. !t had, however, 
BJ.lowed the cooipeniee to cross approxiraately 200 riEters ot open terrain with­
out taking any casual ties. 

- d Stitf resistance was encc•untered from bunker can-
plexes within the vi ll'ige and at 16301 contact was broken and TAC Air and 
artilJ.ery were called on the village. A sweep of the village on 11 April 
yielded 19 NVA KIA, 1 FW and 20 detainees. Ot the 20 NVA tound in the· village, 
two had irotective InMka. Tot.al .friendly casualties were 3 KIA and 10 WIA. 

e The commanders involved fe1t that the CS could h&ve 
contrj buted more to th6 operation ~ it had linger¥L in the village a lon&Gr 
period or time. The 15 to 20 knot winds coupled with the a trong mid-d&;y 
lapee corxii tions greatl:r accelerated t:.e dissipation or the agent cloud. 
Reinforcement or· the agent cloud with 1.1.Ciditional grenade passes or with additional 
ES launchers would have been appropriate when the companies bP.::an receiving 
.fire inside the villar.e. At the time such reinforcement was not possible 1 due 
to non-availability or helicopters and.additional CS munitions. 

!t Action 18 April 1968 vie YD 72JO (S~e fi~e 6, below) 

a. On l~ April 1968, three comean.tes of the 1st Battalion 
(Am) 50lst Int trar-red an estimated company size NVA farce (later identi!ied 
as 4th Co, lat Bn, 803 NVA Regt) in the fortified hamlrJt or Dong Xuyen vie 
YD 7230. With C Compan~r blocking to the north 1 B Corn;>any on the west and A 
Cor.1i:an7 to the wout 1

1 1 D Co~npany moved into position from the east. D Com~ny 
received All fire and RP:; fire· res~ting in 1 US KIA and 11 ~/IA. D Compt.ny 
with:irew and waited while airstrike!S were called on the vil~age. After the 
tinal airetrike, CS gae was placed on the village and followed immediately 
by an artillery TOT. 

b The CS mission consisted or three passes, one at l~ 
f'eet uai.ng one El58 ClU'ster, and two low level each d,.,).ivering 192 CS grenades 
using locally fabricated erenade drop racks. TOO initial El58 pass was in­
tended to suripress ene !1:' fire for the low level passeb by placing an initial ,, 
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eoncentration or a~nt in the area. Fighte·r aircra.i't had received A~ and RPG 
!'ire during the prelirnin~y airstrikee. ,, 

c The El58 landed on tar~t and efi'ecti vely covered 
the northern portion of the villa;:e. Inrnediateiy following the El58, a low 
level pas~ ·from NW to SE was made and 192 grenades were dropped along the NE 
side or the village. On the third pass, NVA were observed moving around in 
the ville~e. As sonn ~~s the CS ship cleared the area, the artillery TOT 
was fired on the village. 

d The C3 drops were made at 1800, 1805 1 and 1815 
respecti ve.ly. Winds were from the NE at arproximt-.tely 10 knots. The tem­
perature gradient was neutral. The target coverage was 100% or the villa.Ge, 
and loq( of the zmmitions functioned. 

.! A sweep or the n.llage on 19 April 1968 discovered 
54 NVA bodies. Fotn" AK 47's and two SKS were captured along with numerous 
SA ammunition, miscellaneous LEE 1 a large medical kit and 4500 lbs o.f rice 
and documen~. Total friendly losses for the engagement were 1 US KIA and 
12 WIA. 

!. Again, ground co.·imanders conside:-ed the CS munitiona 
which were incorporated in the softening tires contributed extensi~ly to the 
impressive body count a.nd helped to reduce friendly casualties. 

i Action 2s· April - 1 May 1968 vie YD 6827 (figure 71 below) 

!. The cordon operation around Phuoc Yen village (vie 
YD 6827) began on 28 April when four rifle companies from 2d ale lOlst Abn 
Pi v (A-1·502 1 A-1-501 and B and ~2-501) responded to intelligence in!ormation 
and encircled the ·hamlet where. an NVA battalion later identi.ried as the 8th 
Ih, 9oth NVA Regt, ·was reportedly intrenched. Dtn"ing the night and early 
morning hours ot the 29th, the enemy made three concerted efforts to break 
the encirclemen~ which were successfully beaten back. On 29 April, heav:r / 
artillery, TAC Air, gunships and recoilless ri.rle tire together with intensive 
machine gun aoo rifle fire .from the paratroopers continuPd to batter the enemy •• 

:I

I \ Gunships fro!tl the. 300th Avn Bn a.nd 10lst Avn Bn killed 51 enemy. An additional 
13 NVA were killed by the para.troopers and 4 weapons were captured. Qt 30 
April, the e~erny continued. to deliver heavy volu.-nes oi SA/AW/RPG fire !'rm the 

1 1 villa.:e. Friehdly artillery and 15 TAC airstrikes continued throughout the day 
to soften up the objective area, as another paratroop company (B-1-501) was 
heli-lifted into aU&inent the seal. Thirt~~en INA were killed during the day's 

16 

IC 
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tc&m8 and 1st ATF air and ~ound reconnaissance .. 'ere increased. Thie 
intelligence watch paiddividend1s on eeveral'occaeione, attacke b7 tire 
-re accura.tel~· predicted, artd, once launched, pre-poeitioned·reaction 
torcee were 1.nrnediately brought to bear. 

/ ... . .. ·.·•.·· ·. 

2 At the BIJDl9 time, in' addition to increasing 1t8 ac­
tivities inillCTZ;-the 10.l.et Abn Div (minus its 3d B::ie) wae alerted tor de­
ploy:nent. to l CTZ. Personnel !rom every ee.ction under the Oftice ot the 
Acors, C4!, displP.:ed to I CTZ to establish liaison with existing intelligence 
organizatione, US and ARVN unite, and Marines, ard build an intalligence 
data base. 

l The Di vision (-j deployed to I CTZ, joining its 2d Bde, 
which had been conducting combat operations under OPCCJI let AaD since 21+ 
January. The Division becanae operational on 8 March with the inifJ,ation ot 

· Operation CARENTAN I. Initially situated at. GIA IE until c .. r Eagle construc­
tion could be completed, the G2 Seotion reported direct to II MAF. Liaison 
an1 coordination had been eat&bliehed.with Provisional Corpe, Vietnam, and 
on 10 March, PCV was a<:>tivated aa the "ontrolling US C<r.-pe ~e for the two 
northern pro"t"inees in I aI'Zor 

i On 27 March, the G2 Section displaced to Cwnp Eagle. 
Having perfected its liaison techniques in .tt CTz~,:~e Divieio1:1 e·stablished 
ccmtinuing perBonal contact with PCV, TF XRAY, lat ·ARVN Div,, THUA THIE.li 
Sector, Project Delta (USSF) 1 FOB fl (USSF), and other intellig9nce agencies 
to insure complete exchange ot· current intellig;;nce. , 

(b) G2 Air and II, MID: 

! l Febru:.r7 to 9 March 1968 (Bien Hoa) - daring this 
period, ~ Air section conducted routine aerial surveillance and "connaiasanc'", .. 
tunctions in the m Corpe Tactical Zone and prepared to move to I ·Corpe 
Tactical Zone. The lOlst Airborne Division Imagery Interpretation Section 
'w&.6 !ully operational and under Q>COO ot · thl CJ2 Air Section. The lma&ery .. 
Interpretation (II) Secti·on co?¥1uated aerial oblervatlon •upplemented b7 
ha.Di-held photography. Primary ef f'orVI or the. II Section were directed to-
ward Imagery. Interpretation and targeting. A ISJ9tell tar recording am 
etcn-ing <fa.ta bue. in.tormation *8 developed during thie peri.od. ot parti-
cular significance during this period waa the •OCl"dinated BUZ"~illance and 
reconnaieeance of the Bien Hoa mortar/rocket belt during the 'l!T Dftensive. 
Thie waa acoompliahed by ueing 0-lE aircraft, armed helicopters and AN/l'PS-
25 Ground Surwillanoe Radar. Aleo during this period, one G2 Air/II o.f'f'icer 
wu aent to the torward CP ill. I Corpe to 8atabllah liaison and obtain the 
etandard op!tr~ing x:roc&dure tor utilization Qf aerial eurwillano1 and 
reecnnd.s eance aaeeta ·in I CorPI• · 

l'I 

. ---··.~- ... __ 
-·----"°":-......... ---



AVDG-00 
SUBJECT: 

2 4 MAY 1961 
Operational Report·ot the lOls t A:lrbcrne Divieion tor tM period 
ending 30 Apr1l 19681 · HCS 1 CSFCR-6.5 (RI) 

. ' . . . ' . 

2 7 March .to 24 · MArch - .on 7. March the G2 Air aection 
moved hy air .trom ·B,,cn Hoa to Gia· Le. '.'··The . G2 Air eection· be o&me opera ti on al 
in I Corpe at 1200 ho~a :on 8 March when -telephone and radio comnnmicationa 
were eetabliehedc In· thie ·same period,_ the· II. section· moved, by echelon, 
to I ·corpe. Initial coordination was established with nr Marine Amphib­
ious Force ( III.:JIJ') · am Provisional Corps, Vietnam (PCV) when the lOlet 
Airborne Di vision came Under the OPCON. or _the latter. Aeeets tor visual 
~econnaissance were obt8.ined from Northern VASAC Coordinator utilizing the 
220th Reconnaissance Aircraft· Comiany (RAC)~ . Up to .30 hours ot 0-lE !ly­
ing ti.nm were ma<;ie available to the Division daily.· In addition coordi-
11ation was effected to obtain one '(l) AN/TKQ-2 Ground Data Link Station 
from III MAF tor direct ret.d-out ot SIAR· imar:;ery in support of lOlst Air­
borne Division operations.> In -the.rlatter portion ot this period the 
AN/.TKQ-2 (ktourd Data Link Station became:'operational at Camp Eagle &M 
gr~atly dd• in reducing the·.time-·.;betwe~?aensing &l'Xl·-mgagement ot ene!DJ" 

moving t&.r gets. ; .·.'..-:1::t'}Jlt~~~!·-~j;~;:~·:.·_::;::;~~i~~~-~·~~l:·: · .. ~,:. ; 
l 24 March :to'30·/A.~if·i96if:.;o. on 24 March the ~ Air 

ee~1on d.eployed to its present looation at Camp Eagle. All elmenta ·ot the 
II section had completed their mov~ and. the section. was op~ational. During 
this period, tho G2·Air section in conjuction with the II section prepared 
terrain malysie and conducted extensive·recomaissance for Operations 
Carentan !, Carentan II and Delaware. , ·Also during this period, as i:art of 
an intens1£i~ training program, several personnel were sent to 1st Mili­
tary Intelligence &1 (MIBl\RS) in-country schools· for G2 Air· and Imagery 
Interpretation Training. An II aerial obeerwr course was conducted at 
Camp Eagle tar Division aerial observe~s. Numeroua liaison tripe were 
made to III MAF 1 220th RAC, 2.45th SAC, Detachment B1 1st MIEARS, and PCV 
to iriprove the aerial surveillance and reconnaissance effort in the PCV 
area. 

(o) Enemy Order ot Battle, MID: 
·! 

.! The period ot 1 February .• 30 April was l'll.rked b;r · 
movement ot the OB Section from Bien Hot.~·CTz) to Camp E~le (I CTZJ. 

I '. ,'. ; ~ .. 
~ The Order:ot.Be.ttle Section conasiated of six men at the 

time ot ite deployment .to ;ICTZ • .::: .Five men preeeded the Dirlsion Headquarters to 
ICTZ while one ma:-1 remained at Bien Hon.·.to euppc:rt. renmants ot Division 
Headquar~rs arrrJ.the .3d D:te,:lOlat' Alm Div.- '!he f'ive men sent ahead to 
ICTZ were etationed with the .3d Marine Division, .1st Air Cav Di visioh, and 
II H\F. While stationed with .these .. unite in the capacity ot liaison tor 
the l018t Abn Div, each man .learned the enemy eituation and obtained cOJU-
plete sets ot Order ot Battle ,.files .rr_om each of the uni ts. The culmination 
ot their ettorta wa:s the production ot a 212 page Order ot Battle handbook 
that· organized in f. ·meaningful fashion. all intormation collected by each man. 
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l Since a1·rivi113 r:t C<.u:1p Eaf:le, the Ord~r of Battle 
section has been expanded to 11+ men with one man at each brigade supporting 
the s2. The order of battle section alE·.o h~ included \-rlthin ita duties 
target nomination for. G.3 Air/FSE. 

" 1z. The section has since ocen reorganized internally to 
meet its additional com:d tt.ments. The C)IC and NCOIC are. primarily reaponeible 
for target nomin~tion and supervision of all Order of Battle fwictiona. Two 
Order of Bat':.le tea.ms have been crei.;.ted on an area. coverage baeis and as 
such are responsib,le for all enemy actions within their respective areas • 

.2. Since arriving in ICTZ the Order of L_ttle Section has 
produced numerous studies concerning the enemy situation, enemy tactics, 
enem.;r organization and projected enemy actions. The Order or Battle Section 
has also been responsible for a large araowit of input to the Daily 1.ntelligence 
SUimnary. 'llie tir get nornination section or OB has nomin;it.od in the neighbor­
hood of 150 tat" gets fran the period 21 l-ll'.rch to 30 AJll'il. On 21 Apz"il the 
Order of Battle Section published a. cor!lplete update to the Order ot Battle 
Handbook previously published. 

(d) CI am IPW! NID: 

1 Durins the period coverea, the MI:D planned and accom­
plished a majcr U."li t movement. into Car.ip :~a.·.:le. ·This was executed in such a 
manner th:i.t the l·.:ID remained operational at all tir.1es • 

.a, Coordin~tion and control personnel were sent forwara 
from each aection to make ini tia.l contact with operational cowiterparts in 
the area. These personnel were followed by the Advance Party consisting 
of personnel from each section. Coordin ·.ting personnel and Advance Party 
Person.'1el formed the. nucleus for operations in the forward area for apprax­
i.rnatel~r three ,.~eeks. These personnel we1·e followed by the main body which was 
sent forward with otlier Di.vision eleroonts as aper&. ional r equire~nts di o­
tated. Until the main body arrived at Camp Eagle, an MID Officer acted aa 
the OIC ot the forward elem'ent. ·He organized the MID base camp and directed 
operations as instruct"ed by the.101 .·.ID co, who was kept abreast of the needs 
of forward and rear elements b:r continuous visj ts and through comnwiications 
facilities. At iresent, there are four i"•ersonnel at Bien Hoa Base Camp, 
responsible for real' operations. All other persom:el are operating at Division 
Headquarters, Camp Eagle a.ni at "'\ihe Brignde Head.quarte~. During the eame 
period, the 18lst I{[l) was amalgamated into the lOlst MI:D. It was f'orimrly 
in eupport ot the 1st B:ie 1· lOlst Abn Div. The lOlst MID also acquired the 
9th ARVN NID. 

l J;nitial.ly upon arriving at Camp Easle, the IB'l Section, 
in ~onjunction with. the Oftice or the Provost Marshal, coordinated. tor the 
use ot the 3/82d Am ~P-'W...c.,....whieb.."WAS...m_tbe vicinity of Camp Ea~e. 

·~ .s. -· 
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This gave the eection imnedi&te facilitiea for pa,~ interror,ation. The ... IF~·/ 
Section made immediHte coordination with the Collection Branch ot PCV. Th9"J 
also coordinated withIII MAF td insure proper reporting iroceduree and for­
mate. In addition, the IFW Section arl'an~ed for the exchange ot IPW re­
ports with the lat ARVN Di vision, HlO personnlC'l can interrogl'i.te their P'n'' a 
at any time :it may become necessary. The IPW Section has had much assis­
tance fror.i the attached 9th ARVN ltlD which has been deployed down to Brigade 
level. The per~onnel are especiall.Y hcirful in providing efficient docu­
ment readouts and also assistin.~ in IFw· interrogatior.. 

!:t. Immediately upon ar ··ival at Camp Eagle, Co\Ulterintelligence 
personrnl made coordination with CI PCV, 525th j.:J: Ci'oup Office at Hue, CI 
NACV Hu=, CI MA.CV Phu- Bai, and other intelligence agencies. Arrangements 
were made for mutuo.l. exchange of .intellieence reports during liai~on vi1it6. 
Lia:ison was initiated with District, village, and hamlet chiete in order to 
acquire information. Counterintelligence personnel conducted • thorough 
survey t•f ci vilia.n employees in Ca.mp Eagle for the purpose or reco~ending 
proper security measures and for establishing an intormant net within these 
workers. Significant strides have been made in the recruitment or sources 
trom these employees. 

2. Prior to the Division •s movement to Camp Eagle, Counter­
intelligence personnel made periodic visits to all Division units to inaure 
that excess classified material was being properly destroyed by burning. 
Post evact;ation checks of all Di vision base car.nps were conducted to insure 
the above. 

NOTE: As a result of diligent work pr:i or to movement, the lOlst MID was 
able to establish an excellent living and working area. Prior planning con­
sisted, among other thincs, ·or insuring that proper amounts or tentage, 
defensive material and working supr·lies were at hand prjor to movement. 
Rear elements const"antl:· monitored the needs of the forward party to insure 
ad equate re supply. 

(2) Long Range Fatrol (L1P) Company. 

(a) At the beginr;inti of this reptrting period Co F 1 Seth Inf' 
(IRP) was being utilized as a security force t~r the Division Headquarters 
in Bien Hoa RVN (III Corps TZ). On 12 Febru;ry 196S, a 12 man security de­
tachment was sent to the I Corps Tactical Zone for security or the adv&nce 
plannin::: group Of the Div1aion. On 27 Febr1~.-,.ry 196S, the remainder or the 
company, which was orerat:inp; i:t approxim-s.t"'lY 60;~ strength, deployed to 
l]ia I.e, IGTZ. 
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(b) en i1arch 1968, the Co,11pany received the 1nission Of security 
for the opening of the new· camp, Camp ihgle, retaining the ·mission for the 
month of i1arch. With the security mission of Camp Eagle 1 the Company con­
ducted abort range reconnaissance patrols and local ambush patrols. In "' 
addition to the security of Cainp Ea~le, during the month of April the Company 
also was design~ted as the Division reaction force. The Company was called 
upon to provide security for three downed helicopters during the ;,1onth. All 
trainin& conducted durin~ the period was OJT. Due to the lack of equi:µnent 
and the non-availabili~y of aircraft during this reporting period, Co F1 58th 
Inf (I.RF) 1 did not orerate as a Long ~tange Patrol Cornpany. 

(J) 265th RR Compan,Y: Due to the nature of the classific~tion of 
this unit's iniseion, their report was forwarded thru Radio Reaearch channels 
to CO, 509th nadio Research Group. 

-C4) Enezey- Situation. 

(a) 1 Feb 68 - 8 Mar 68: 

.! During this perj od the lOlst Abn Division W2.S located in 
the Jn Corre Tactical Zone. Contacts with enem:· uni ts during tlrl s period 
~~re a result of the VC T!~T Offensive, as the enemy remained within striking 
distance of the populated centers. The enemy disposition in Ill CTZ prior 
to ~he T";!;T Offensive was 1'.lelieved to have been as follows for VC and NVA 
re,c:uJ.ar uni ts: · 

9th VG Di vis 1 on 1-Q 
27lst VG Regiment 
272nd VG Regiment 
2?Jrd VC Regiment 

?th NVA· Division HQ 
lt·5th NV A Regiment 
14lst NVA Regiment 
lOlst NVA Regiment 

5th VC Division ~ 
274 th VC Regiment 
275th VC Regiment 

88th NVA Regiment 

NE Bin Long Province 
vie "Fish Hook" 
v:ic "Fish Hook" 
Bu Nho area, vie YT 0296, with one &1 
pos si bl:,r SW of Phuoc Vinh. 

NE War Zone "0" 
W of Hi ehway 13 1 vie A"'J.' 6887 
:Jecurity for:·COSVN ~' central ~·Tar Zone "G" 
vie Michelin Rubber Plantation 

'Unlocat~<l in Fhuoc Long Province 
Hat Dich area,· Phuoc Thuy Province 
Unlocated in Phuoc Long Province 1 last con-

. tact immediately south of Song Be with 31st 
· ARVN Rane;ers on 25 Nov 67. 

Northern Phuoc Long Province, with possibly 
one bat.talion in the vie o! the "Fiah Hook" 

.13 
• ., •·.I 
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a new herivy W6&pon (po~ieibl~· 24,0m111 rocket) was not broue;ht to bear ~e.inet 
friendl~r forces due to lo::istj cal difficulties. 

Ji ::i~·;nr'nt'-: of the 9th VC DiviGion and the 7th EVA Uivieion 
did not participate in th"l attacks in the Sa.1.eon-Bien Hoa-Lon.~ Einh areas. 
'fhe TET Offensive in t.hes are1l.8 was conducted by· Local Force elemente 1 . 

exceDt for the 274th and 27)th VC Reeiments. It is conceivlible that the VC 
plan. of attack was as stetted b~ p;.r•s: Local Forces to erah hold in the 
populated areas with the 1i<l of ci vilj ans 1 and then the entry of ;.;a.in Force 
units into Saj gon to add suprcrt and firepower to the local Farces: in order 
to seize the cities. The 1st US Inf Div made heavy contact with the 273 VC 
;\e ·1.ment. north of Sai,r;on in Dinh Duong ·Province nea• Phu Cuon.i:, City, kill­
ine over 200 and therer.~r prevent in.~· the 273d froril cnterin'5 Saj gon. The 25th 
US Div contacted both the 27lst VC :ieginent am the ~·12d VC i!e.~ir~nt, in­
flicting heavy casualties upon both of these Wlits ;.:nd preventing·them tro:n 
gaining access to t.he city. Ele!nents or the 165th NVA Re~nt and the lOlst 

?:VA Regimnt later moved south t.owa~·ds Iai Khe-Ben Cat with the ohvioue ob­
jective of containing the ht tlS Int Div to that area in order to enable 
ele:rents of the 9th VC Di vision to gain entrance to Saigon. They were too 
l~te since elel:lenta of' the 9th VC Division ha.•.l been Se'V':rely ha· .. pered !.'rom 
ini tie.ti..'lt; of :ensive orerations jn Saigon~ ~vcntually, the 14lst NVA Re . .;i­
nmt an:i tl~ r..8th INA :te.::imt~nt joined the othHr ene1uy forcee in the area :in 
Ol'der to maintain ~essure on ~ai~on, ani therety force concentration of 
friendl~' force~. The K-1 and K-2 Battalions of the Dong Nai ite.;-;i1~tent 
attacl~~d Tan Uyen District a.: 's r;.s anticip.~ted, but the K-3 Datta.lion d!9-
tached itself fro,·1 its si~t~r battalions and eng~ed friendly forces south 
of 5aigon in long An Pro\rince • 

.2. It can be ·surmised that if the 1st US Inf Div .. a.n:l. the 
25th Inf Div h'-"!.d not interdicted the move of the 9th ~ Division towards 
Saigon, .the VC TZ~ Offensive would have come much closer to acco:nplishing 
its ~oa.l.s. 

~ Durln:: the month of 1''ebruary the lOlst Abn Divieion 
engaged the enemy in sever~ small contacts. The most significant or these 
con t~cts occured i1:unedi::.tely nort.h of Bien Hoa as elements ot the Jd ale, 
lOlst Abn Div cont.acted elements of the 275th VC Regiment along the south 
banks of the Sonr; Done Nai. Durine thv latter part ot February elements ot 
the let ale, lOlst Atn Div deployed to Phu Eai. 1 Thua Thien Province in the 
I Corps Tactical Zone to join the 2nd Ede, lOlst Abn Div. The lOlst Abn 
Div In's became operational in ICTZ on g Hay 68. 

(b) g March - 30 April: On g }Jarch 68, upo~ the initiation 
of Operat~on Carentnn, the ene~r disposition w~ .. s 11s £"1.lows: \Within the 

~ 



AVD~r-<:£ 2 4 MAY 1968 
SUL\Jrr;T: Operational liepa- t ot th~ lOb t Airborw. Division for the per.: od 

endinf. 30 A\iril 1968, .·.C!.i, c;.;fc'lt (;a) 

ar€'a of o:er:!tjon~ "th~ Tri Thicn Hllit-lr:: E.c~;jon HP-C\U(!UJ\rters operd.ted as the 
hi ·~he st leVC'l con 1 rol au+.h,""lr.i ty·. This he:1dc;uarters was locrted in eastern 
Base :\rea 1J4 (vie YD 55~0). 'l'hd J..-:-/1.i3 ifV,\ Di v1.d on He~douarters w~ located 
e:,~"{ of rUM·· Tri Cj ty (YO 335J) iri the co:istAJ low) ru1ris. ~:ubordinate "to 
this division arr.i opera.tin~ soutn tlong m ;;hway 1 (vie YD 6132) was the 
812th NVA Regt and subordinate battalions 4,5 ard 6. The 9oth NVA :~ei~i-
ruent of the 324!3 NVA Division and 2 battalions of the SOJd NVA Regiment 
we:·e rep.-rted e:ist of Hue City area (vie YD 7532). The 29th NVA Regiment 
of the 325C NVA Division was also report,ed in the vicinity of Hue. Fo~ 
re.~fr1ente not subordinate to division level headquarters operated within 
the ai .. ea of oyierrtions. The 5th IN.~ Regiment, though unlocated, had eleiilents 
dis~ rsed in northei'n portions of Base Area 101 (vie YD 3343). The 4l6th 
NVA Battai5.on, eubordii:P.te to the 5th lNA Reginient was identifif;d in Hue 
du!'in;:: T.:.·:T. The ~·th NVA Regi.me11t was located along Highway l (YD 4640). 
Battalions of this regiment, the 2d, 4th, and 7th were diaperaed east or 
this ... location in the coastal lowlands. The 6th NVA Regir.lent an<i subor­
dini:t·te bP.t~aJions, the 80oth, S02d· and e06th wre dispereed imnedii.tel,y to 
the north of Hue. El~nts ot the 4th l-4'VA Re:;iment were dispersed eaet o! 
Hue (vi c YD 8820). Sa1~per Ba ttali on5 oper uting within the area included the 
10th Sa!"'rer Battal1on unloc:.ted in the area surroundin~ Hue, and the Hue Cit~r 
Sap;f'r Battalion also unlocat.~d. The ~lC.tb LF Bat.t£ilion Wt.1.5 located 51 or 
Hue vie 6316. The 8~ th i·~ DattaB on was loc;-.ted ~.U of Hue vie YD 90:.-7. 
Tl:ere Cii.'e ~even loca.l force co .. 1panies thct oper:_t ed "i thin th~ area. The 
H-9? and C-1~3 1F Co .. panies ope1·ate S:J of • .. uang 'l'ri City in the oo~tal 
lowlands. 'i'he C-Jll~ o.nd C-ll 5 IF Cn ··!· an:i cs operate ?U of Hue in the lo-w­
l;;nds. The C-116 and C-117 and C-118 LF Compani-es oper: te St1 of Hue in the 
coastal lowlands. 

(5) Siznii1ca."'lt Changes in t:ner;iy uisposition (Thua Thien Province): 

It is presently believed that the 324B INA Division Headquarters has been 
disbanded and the regimen+s or this division are now subordinate to the Tri 
'l'hien ._ilitary ~:e;ion. This has been rep:rted by Fd•s. The alternatives re­
m.ain t.h:.t the 324B EVA Division He~~dquarters elements have either been ab­
sorbed by the Tri Thien !·iilitar~r 'He'::ion or remained .in NVN to train troops. 

/ 
'Ihe 9th NVA Re'?'.iment is presently Mlieved to be located in Base Area 101 
along with its subordinate battall6ns. 

// 
The 4th h"VA Regiment is rresently believed to be located in the vicinity of 
Phu Loe District Headquarters/with one battalion possibly in Phu Vang Dis-
trict SE of Hue. ,/ 

The l!ue City Sa;-r·c1· Jattali<m is bcllevcd to he co-locat.ecl with the VC Thua 
7hien folitic~l Heg,df,uar.~f.!r~ jn thf.~ aren kTlown r:!: t.he Hue Cit~~ ··.(·A.r 0upply 
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Area, vie YD 7505. 

At the beginning of Operation Carentan, the 2d Bn/803d NVA Regiment was lo­
cated north of Kong Ha in Quang Tri Province being utilized in a transpor­
tation and supply role for the 1st and 3d Bd/803d'NvA Regiment located 
north of Hue in Quang Dien District. Agent reports indicated in late~March 
that the 2d Bn/803d Regiment had deployed into Thua Thien Province. 
In contacts with the 3d Bn/803d NVA Regiment, documents were c~tured which 
indicated that the 2d Bn had mov.ed into the area. Although never ~ositively 
confi.rmed, the 2d Bn/803d ·NVA Regiment is carrie~ as possibly within the 
lOlst Abn Div AO. 

The 812th NVA Regt is still believed to be operating in southern Hoe Lang 
District; however, a recent contact may indicate a southern move by the 
Regt. On 21 April 68 the.4th Bn, 812th NVA Regt was contacted at Thon Kim 
Doi vie YD 7531. 

The 90th NVA Regt has been confirmed in the area west of Hue. On 7 April 
an agent stated that a battalion was located at YD 723305. The names -that 
the agent gave as comnanding this battalion identified the 7th Bn, 90th 
NVA Regiment. On 20 April 68, a Hoi Chanh identified his unit as the 9th 
Bn, 90th NVA Regiment. He stated that his battalion was located vie YD6619. 
On 30 April the l/50lst started a cordon.operation around Phuoc Yen Village.. 
(vie YD 6828). They believed that they were facing a battalion-size ele- · 
ment. This battalion was later identified as the 8th Bn, 90th NVA Regt~ 

On 26 March 68, as elements of the 1st Bde, lOlst Abn Div deployed down Rt 
547, they engaged enemy forces fighting from well-fortified position. 
Capturetl documents revealed the LBN of the 7th Bn/29th NVA Regt. On 30 
Mar 68, supporting reconnaissance elements captured.a PW in the vicinity of 
Delta Junction (vie YD 545049) who stated that he was a member of the 9th 
Bn/29th NVA Regt; he reported that his unit's mission was to secure ~t 547. 
A PW captured on 16 April 68 (vie YD6S6096) he stated that he was from 
the 8th Bn, 29th NVA Regt. He also reported that his unit's mission 
was to interdict Highway to Allied use. 

The 810th LF Battalion is believed to have deployed to the Hue City Rear 
Supply Area, vie YD 7505. 

The remainder of the NVA, MF and LF units continued to operate in their 
normal operational areas. 

(6) Significant Enemy Act.ivities (Thua Thien Province): 

On 21 March 68, at 0400 hrs, elements of the 2d Bde, lOlst Abn Div at LZ 
Pinky while supporting another FSB were attacked by SA, AW, rocket and RPG 
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fire. Under the cover of 23 B-40 rounds enemy sappers breached the defen­
sive wire with bangalore torpedoes and penetrated the perimeter. Docu-
ments taken off of· dead NVA soldiers at first light revealed LBN's of 1 

7th and 9t~ Bn•s/90th NVA Regt. Except for harassing attacks by fire, this 
was the only enemy offensive move during the period 18 Mar 68~ 

Prior to the initiation of Operation Carentan II elements of the 2d Bde, 
lOlst Ahn Div m~ved south in an attempt to penetrate into New Base Area 114. 
The enemy platoon and company size contacts were believed to have been with 
elements of the 90th NVA Regiment. 

At the same time, elements of the 2d Bde, lOlst Abn Div continued to con­
tact elements of the 2d Bn/803d NVA Regt in the vicinity of the "W" !in 
the Song Bot vie YD 6928. All during the period 18 Mar to 18 Apr 68, ele­
ments of the lOlst Abn Piv continued to engage elements of the lst and. 3d 
Bn 1 s/803d NVA Regt from the vicinity of the "W" in the Song Bo, east along 
the banks of the Song Bo and along the bankH of the Perfume River to the 
vicinity of YD 763313. 

On 10 and 11 April 68, elements of the 2d Bde, lOlst Abn Div contacted ele­
ments of the 6th Bn/812th NVA Regt in a village SE of FSB Hardcore~ Pre­
liminary interrogation of PW 1 s captured during this contact revealed num­
erous ASA 1 s; the most frequent being 7th Bn/812th Regt. Further interrogati 
disclosed that all the PW•s were from the 812th NVA Regt, however, PWs 
continued to use the designation 7th Bn. It was concluded that since 
most of the PWs wer~ new recruits from NVN that they had been replacements 
to th~ 6th Dn/812th Nva Regt. It is significant to note that the 6th Bn/ 
812th NVA Regt. had not been heavily engaged during the TEt fighting as had 
the 4th and 5th Battalions had also received replacements. 

On 22 Apr 68, the 2/502 came into heavy contact vie YD 5602. A PW cap­
tured in this action identified his unit as the 10th Co, Jd Bn, 308th 
Engineers. This unit is nicknamed Cutthroats. It is possible that this 
large an engineer unit has been responsible for the recent upgrading of 
547A and the depot complex in A Shau - A Loui Valley• 

On 19 Apr Rallier Pham Van Nghia stated that he was a member of the 22d 
Regt. He reported that the CP was located vie YD 761032. He also stated 
that the K-4, K-10 and K-18 Bn 1 s were subordinate to the 22d Regt. This 
location falls within the general vicinity known as the Hue Rear Supply 
Area. Nui Ke Mtn vie YD?761055 is reported to be the location of the V'C 
Thua Thien Province Political Headquarters. The Hue City Municiple Urrit 
is also believed to be located in this area. Also, K-10 is an AKA*for the 
804th LF Bn. It is possible that the 22d Regt is a newly formed command and 

* Also Known AS 
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control HQs for the uni ts oper at in(~ sou th of Hue. 

(7) Enemy Tactics: '· 
,.I 

Indications existed that the enemy intended to introduce more conventional 
weaponry into the Quang Tri-Thua Thim battlefield. 2• azmrnmition found 
by suz!porting reconnaissance elements indicated the possible presence of 
the ZU-23 Anti-Aircraft Oun. Nwuerous incidents or aircraft receiving AA 
fire and air burets at SCO feet also substantiated the reported ire~ence 
of J7Jmn· AA Guns. Agent repcrts, PW 1s and a cache which contained 76mrn tank 
ammunition ~l indicated the possibility of enemy tanks al.0118 Route 5471 
aerial Jilotography also repcr ted possible tank sightings SB well as tank 
tra,cks in the A Shau Valley· and in tm vicinity of Route 547. 

Agent rep<rts, P'.:•s and captured documents all pointed towards a second 
Offensive directed against Quang Tri City and Hue. A r~ther indication 
of t' e enem~r's intention to re-attack Hue is the refusal of the 80Jd HVA 
Ref,t tn witdraw f1·01!: the coastal lowlands north of Hue to. safer haven in 
the f o::>thills or mounta:i n to the we st of Hue. Even in t~e face of heavy 
los~es and deva~t:.-.ting airstrik~s the ena!:r only atteMpted to disenz:i.~~ 
its elf !'ron fr!endl~r forces and move to anoth~r tortifiE·d \1.11(€ e or ham­
.let in the coast: aJ. la-1lands. It is believed t.:1-=t. the S03d NVA Re.n:t :1e 
att.e,:•r-tinz to >:1aintain a position l-rithin strikin~ distance ot Eue. It 
arrears that the enern;'.· is wiJ.J.irie to accept hea'V'J casualties since he is in 
an area vrhere once detected he becomes highly vulnerable to friendly torces. 
Also, the 90th NVA R·er-:t was ei ven the mission of strength~nine the in!'ra­
struct-µre in the area west of H1.1 .. e. This was the mission the 8th Battalion, 
90th HVA Regt when it was caught and decimated at Phuoc Y!m Village. 

(S) Recapitul&tion of Ene~· Losses for ~uarterly Pericxi: 

During the period, eneiey losses were as follows (including 3/82d OPCCN to 
lOlst Abn Div): 

'VC/NVA KIA 
VC/NVA FW 
Hoi Chanh 
Capt Wpns 
CEain (Capt/Dest) 
Doc (Capt) 

2683 
84 
9 

700 
48 tone 

87,.5 lbs 

( 9) ::ecf\r:i tula":.ion of losses for OP C.\?.ENTAN I & II 

Friendl;r Enem.y 

193 KIA ~'· 1892 KIA 

~;llltllif&. 
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Fr1cndlv 

llCX> WIA (1007 Evac) 
11 1{[A 

Enenty 

69 PW 
1 Hoi Chan 

389 IWC 
60 cswc 

(10) ilecapitulation of losses fo·r OP IlELA~·lARE: 

Friendl.z Enesr 

i10 KIA 221 KIA 
206 WHA 1 NVA/PN 

1 MIA 56 IWC 
2 NOO 11 cswc 

LOGISTICS. 

(1) General. 

(a) During the rt:p er ting period, the di vision G-4 1 and the 
di vision Suppcrt Conr.:and provided logistical planning, direction and supPcrt 
for the following oper~tions: 

1 Tacoma 15 Feb - 30 Har -
2 Carentan I & II 11 Mar - Present -
l Delaware 19 Apr - Present 

Ji:. Di v.tsi on move to I arz 
(b) The move of the division's administrative and suppcrt 

elements to I CTZ presented several problems, due to the limited use ot· Phu 
Dai Air F~ eld, am the congested · condition of Rout• 1 trom Da Nang to/ the 
Phu' Bai area,. and .North. Close coordination with Marine .Forces prortded 
tor the movement or over JJOO troops, 600 veh1.9il.es, and over 9,000 tons ot 
organizational equipnent by sea and air to Da Nang,. ani North to Phu Bai 
by sea and overland. 

in t~is move: 
1 Elements of the following division unite were involved -

3o 
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c. IIHC Division e.nd.attac~nts -
b Division Artillery -
.£ lOlst A via ti on fu 

d 2/l 7th Cavalry .,. 

e 801.st Haint Bn -
!. J26th Engineer &i 

Ii lOlst Military Police Company 

h HHB 2/llth Arty -
i Supp<r t Cozm1and -

~ Unit personnel and vehicles convoyed from Da Nang to 
Phu Bai and Camp Ea.:;le, with security bein;:, provided by 2/17th Cav, and 
B/l/l 7th Cav. l'Iarine :.Jut!•cr t. a,:encies in the Da NM:1' area provided billeting 
and st-2.::ine are ;.,.s i'o~ these convoys. 

J Unit equipment1 not able to be carried on the troop 
convoys was staged at pier/dock sites anc. then moved North in the following 
ways: 

!. IST or I.CU to Hue Ramps, or Tan !·ly ramp. 

,2 Convoyed Nor th by 2~ ton truck assets levied from 
di vision u.nits. 

(2) Logistics Operations 

(a) General: During the repcrtine period covered the lCt .. ~t. · 
Airborne Division participated in 4 major operations in which the lOlst 
Airborne Di vision Support Conv!lB.n:l provided the neceeeary ·canbat eervice 
suppa.-t to insure the accomplishment of the assigned llission. The basic 
concept for the ~upporting of the lJ1 vision remained the aame througho~.i·t the 
whole time frlU7Y3. The concept included the disposition of Forward Support 
Elements consistin.:; of a HaintenancEJ;: PJa toon, a Hedical co~:1pany a.00 a Surrl~r 
DetacrJi:lent which .acco:.ipanied their respective Bri0.::des to their bases of 
op~ations. The size of the :·~dical Company re::1ained the same on all occas­
ions, however the size of the l.iainten~nce Flatoons and the Su:,~'lY Detachnente 
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varj <!:d in acco1·rlWlce with thr, di d,a.nce of tlY.- Bri~a.de Base· Camps .frot1 the 
Bien Hoa Base Can>." and whether <r not the 1st Logistics Commarxi placed an 
FSA at or ne<'i' the D'.cigade Dase ar Operations. In cases where a Division 
Tactical Corrma.nd Post was used a Logistical Operation Coordination Cent~ 
was established at the location. 

(b) Dispositions: 

.! During Operation Tacona: (mowment to I C!fl) 

Orp:a.pi zat.ion Location --- Supporting Agency Location 

lat.rue FSE Phu Bai FLCC-A Phu .Bai 
TF Lane Camp Eagle 

2nd Bde FSE LZ Jane ·TF lfunoz Quang Tri 
IZ Sally TF Mc Donald Camp Evans 

3rd Y.l. a F SE .Phuoc Vinh Log Cud LSA Phuoc VL11h 

(NOTL·~: Cla~s II & IV TOOE i tei11S .from Bien Hoo. and repair i:srte fro;:i Bien 
Hoa th~n Ca!:ip ~ll{",le CIS ra.j.ntenance Bn Closed Camp ta· le) 

2. .Du.ring Operation Carer:tan I :'11: II r"1. Operation Dcla·1rare: 

Organization 

let Bde FSE 
2d B1e F'SE 
3d Ede F$ 
3d Il:le 82d A bn FSE 

Location 

Phu'Bai 
LZ saJ.1,, .. 
Phuoc Vinh 
Fhu Bai 

Sufip~rtinB A r,eney 

TF Lane 
TP Mc Donald 
Log Cmd LSA 
TF Lane 

Location 

Camp Eagle 
Camp Evans 
Phuoc Vinh 
Camp Eagle 

l DI.DC was initally set up at Camp Eagle during the latter 
stages of Operation Tacor;1B. and it gradually ~xpanded into a· Support Comm.am 

forward as the desired elen~nts <::£ the Suppcrt Comnand closed at Camp Eagle, 
during the initial sta;-es of. Operation Carentan. Included in the Suppc:rt 
Com:11and forward were elements of the DSO 1 DM:;o s and DTO. 

(3) Maintenance: 

(a) The SOlst .e.intenance Bn supported the Division opcr.:itions 
b~r utilizjn,; the Fcrward Su1,port Maintenance Platoons pJa.ced in direct support 
of the orc;anic Bz:oiga.des. The Gt--.:r.i:..d. .i".airitenance Compu1y (-) 1 ,the Trans­

portati.1!! Aircraft i'iaintenance Co111pany and the Dn Headquarters remained at 
Bien Hoa unt.il the latt~r p<r t:i on of OperRtion TacoiJB. whence they dia~:ilaced 
£orward to C:inp Eagle. 
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3. SECTION 3, HE.ADQUt.RTERS, DEPAR1'ME1"'f OF THE ARMY SURVEY I?ffORMATION. 

&. Confide~tial msg #4?.434 from AVHGC-DST, Subject: Tactical Cover and 
" D£ception, OTC 271113Z March 1968, requested data from preparing agencies on 

Cover and Deception operations conducted during the period. 

b. Through~ot the reporting period,the lOlst Airborne Division has ceen 
actively engaged with enemy forces both in I and III CTZ 1 s. There has been no 
requirement for overt deception operations at Division level other thun normal 
security and count2rintelligence measures taken consistent with the cur~~nt 

operational mi.ssions. One such technique utilized by Division L)rces has been 
that of carrying 4-5 days rations at the beginning of an op2ration. The tech­
n1.que reducf:s tle necessity for daily helicopter resupply. It. allows the maneu' 
elements t-.o opf~rate more freely "t-Tithout telegraphing the~r direction and rate ol 
progress by dRily logistical sorties. It further reduces the ~~cessity of r~­
locati.ng daily, night defensive positions, when resupply is accomplished late: ir 
ti::~ afternoon. 

c. During the period 25 March through 28 1".iarch, the lOlst Abn Div did ;·nr­
ticiapte ln a Corps level dec.;ption plan IAW J\nnex H to Provis! .:mal r.orps Vi~tn, 
OPORD 3-68, dated 16 March 1968. Th'~ plan was designed to convince the enemy 
that th~ main thrust of FCV attack would be in t:he Dong Hoa area and to thP. nort 
and further to deceive the enemy on the 1.st ACD; s plan to attac.!c west a long Rwy 
to relleve the Khe Sanh combat base. The concept of operatf.on as it applied to 
the lOlst Abn Div was to move one rifle company and a ~i3n'al Detachment to vie 
Dong Ha. The Signal Detaclunent was to transmit ·radio messages simulating m:. 
Arrival Airfield Control Group such as would be conducted if the 2d Bde, lOlst 
Abn Div were m9ving to Dong Ha. The rifle company was to conduct operations in 
thf'. villages and r;opulated areas, so as to obtain maximum e~·pcsta.? of th<: 3crear 
Eagle Fatch and give the impression that a mrJch larger force was in the eroa. c 
airborne rifle company and 15 personnel (1 O!f and 14 E:i' from the B.501st Sign; 
F.n moved by air from Hue/Phu Bai AirH.eld to Dong Ha on 25 Haren. T~o AN/VRC-4< 
Ladios and one AN/ARC-121 radio group accompanied the si&nai per~onnel. Operti1 
control of the Task Force passed to CG, 3d Marine Division up~n arrival at Dong 

d. The 15 personnel were located in two different location~ appr.ox:f.mately l< 
Km apart. This was done so that all the radio r.ignals would ne>t em;..:nate from ti 
same location. The signal team was to sf.;riulat.:~ t.h.a following radin net~: 

(1) 2d Bde Comnand Net 

( 2) 2d Bde P. dmin Net 

(3) 2d Bde Intel net 

(4) 1/501 Bn Cmd Ne.; 


