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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters 10lst Airborne Division
APQ San Francisco 96383

AVDG-GC 24 May 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 10lst Airborne Division for the period
ending 30 April 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities

a. OPERATIONS. *

(1) During the period February through April 1968, the 10lst Airborne
Division has conducted combat operations in three of the four Corps Tactical
Zonés in the Republic of Vietnam, as well as the Capital Military District
around Saigon. Elements of the Division have fought Viet Cong, North Viet-
namese Regulars and Local Force units from the marshy rice lands southeast of
Saigon to the mountainous jungles west of Hue. During the pericd, the Division
has served as a Reaction Force, ready to deploy on a moment's notice to any
location in Vietnam. At 210300 January 1968, the VC/NVA launched their TET
Offensive. During the early hours of the battle, a VC Sapper platoon breached
the court-yard wall, placing a significant threat on the American Embassy,
Saigon. A Ready Reaction Force from C-1-502 Inf was directed to conduct an
air mobile assault to the roof top of the Embassy building, and to clear and
secure the Embassy and surrounding area. After two attempts, the assault force
was able to land on the HOY LZ at 010834 February. In less than 1 hour, the
Embassy and surrounding area had been secured. The action resulted in 9 VC
KIA and 2 AK-47's credited to the 10lst Abn Troopers. There was one US casualty,
a door gunner on one of the assault helicooters was wounded by SA fire.

(2) Another example of the type of rapid reaction operations con-
ducted by the Division occurred on the morning of 22 January when the Division
was alerted for future operations and directed to send one brigade immediately
to ICTZ. At that time, the lst Bde was conducting operation SAN ANGELO in
Phuoc Long Provin:e rear the Cambodian border; and the 3d Bde was conducting
Operation MANCHESTER north of Bien Hoa. The 2d Bde, at the time, had just

| begun an air assault dnto the Michelin plantation area near Ninh Thanh

(XT 6367) to begin a reconnaissance in force operation in that area prior te

. TET. At 220910 January, 1-501 Inf received its warfiing order while in flignt
to the Brigade AO. The aircraft were diverted and returned to Cu Chi from
where the battalion deployed to Hue/Phu Bai the following day. The 2d Bde (-)
followed immediately. The 2d Bde remained OPCON to III MAF and further OPCON
to lst Air Cav Div until 10 March 68. The activities of 2d Bde during the
period 22 Jan - 10 Mar are included in the after action report at Inclosure 1.
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(L) On 5 Mar 1968, operational control of the 3d Bie, 10lst Atn
Div and 2/11 Cav passed to HQ's IIFFV and the Div KQ moved by air to Hue
Phu Bal, The Division Tactical Cperations Center apened, viec YD 832145 on
6 Mar, OPCON }oITI MAF and at 062400 Mar, the Divislon assumed operational
control of th{ 3d Ble, 82d Abn Div (YD 817147) and began Operation CARENTAN I,
On 10 Mar, th¢ 2d Bde, 101st Abn Div (YD 637275) returned to Division control,
and OPCQN of the Division passed to the newly created Provisional Corps
Vietnam (PCV), At 180800 Mar the lst Rde, 10lst Atn Div was released from
participation in OPERATION JEB STEWART and returned to Division control,
‘The activities of the 1st Bde during operation JEB STEWAIT are covered in
the combat after action report at Inclosure 6, 'With the return of the lst
Bde, the Division Task organization for combat in I CTZ was as shown btelow:

1st Bde, 10lst Abn Div:

1-327 Inf

2-327 Inf

2-502 Inf

2d Bde, 101st Atn Div:

1-501 Inf

2-501 Inf

1-502 Inf

3d Bde, 82d Abn Iiv (Task Farce):

1-505 Inf
2-505 Inf
1-508 Inf
2-17 Cavalry

(5) The 10lst Abn Div officially started OPERATION CARENTAN I at
082,00 when the Div HQ assumed control of the 3/82 Atn Div. The operation
continued as the 2/101 Abn and 1/101 Abn joimed the Div on 10 and 18 Mar
respectively. CAXENTAN I was a Regional Reconnaissance In Force operation
conducted in the area generally from the Perfume River south of iHue City
northwest to vic Camp Evans and from Hwy QL~1, northoast to the Gulf of
Tonkin. When the lst Bde returned to Div control on 18 Mar the AO wes ex-
tended south of Hue to vic East-iest Grid 05 to ineclude the area /n which
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they had. ‘been working while in OP JEB STEWART. During the reporting period,
the Divi<ion has participated in three major unit operations: CARENTAN I,
CARENTAN‘II and DELAWARE., These operations are discussed below. 4

(6) OPERATION CARENTAN I: Operation Carentan I was initiated
082400H Nar, when thq Division assumed operational control of 3d Bde, 82d
Abn Div. | The operation was conducted IAW 10lst Abn Div OPORD 5-68 (CARENTAN)
at Inclosure 7. The mission of the operation was to locate and destroy enemy
forces, base areas and logistical installations in the assigned AO with
emphasis pn interdicting enemy infiltration routes along Hwy 547. Concurrent
with the above, the Division assumed the responsibility for the external
security for the Tan My - Cocea Beach port facility (YD 8232), The concept
of the operation is discussed at Inclosure 7. Unit activities during
Carentan I consisted of preparation and occupation of fire support bases
(FSB); minz sweep and road clearing operations, convoy escort missions and
after it joined the Div on 18 Mar, be @n a reconnaissance in force Op to
the southwest astride Hwy 547 to clear the road and to interdict enemy in-
filtration from the southwest into Hue,

(7) CARENTAN II: Operation Carentan II was initiated on 1 April
as an extention of Carentan I rather than as an entirely new operation. The
mission remained the same with the additional requirement to extend the
Division AO to the west to include the areas and responsibilities previously
held by the 24 and 3d Brigades of the lst ACD., This mission was designed to
facilitate the lst Cav drive to open Hwy 9 and the relief of the Marines
at Khe Sanh Combat Base. The AO extension generally included the area be-
tween Hwy QL-1 and the Gulf of Tonkin from Camp Evans northwest to Hai Lang.
The concept of the operation is included in the 10lst Abn Div OPCCRD 7-68
(CARENTAN II) at Inclosure 8. The activities of the 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div
Task Force in OPERATIONS CARENTAN I and CARENTAN II will be covered in the
ORLL which the Bde submits as a preparing agency. The activities of the 2d
Bde, 10lst Avn Div in operations CARENTAN I & II will be covered in the
Inclosure 9. A review of these separate actions at this point would be
superfluous., However, several will bz described below to point out the
techniques and methcds of combat which are representative of the philosophy
and approich to successful operations employed by the Division during the

period.

(8) During the month of March, Division activities centered closely
around llue. Unit activities were generally devoted to the establishment of
base camp facilities and positioning forces as the Divisioral units returned
to Division controle Minor internal AO adjustments were made to facilitate
fire-control and maneuver coordination, Generally the 2d Bde, 10lst Abn Div
was deployed to the northwest of Hue; the 3d Bde, 82d Abn Div to the south

and southeast of Hue and the lst Bde, 10lst Abn Div to the southwest of the
Imperial City. The terrain overwhich operation Carentan I & II was conducted
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(e) Early in the afternoon on 9 April the 2d Bde Forward Air
Controlisr observed what apreared to be 8=10 122mm rocket positions vic
YD ;721., hrty and two tactical air strikes were employed against the sus-
pevted locations. A platoon frein C~1-502 Inf was air-lifted inteo the area,
As soon as the artillery was lifted the platoon was inserted at 1408 hrs to
raid ths arss. The quick reaction resulted in 9xi22mmn rockets captured,
The rockets hal been positioned on tamboc rails and were aimed at Camp Evans,

(b) During the 1st weck in April the 2-501 Inf was securing
WunGer Beach (YD 4955) and Fire Support Base HARDCORE vic YD 450510. Recon
operations were conducted throughout the area to obtain information on enemy
strengtlhs and dispositions, On 10 April, hard intelligence indicated an
enemy tmild up vic Thonh Phuoc Dien (YD 4748). In response to the intelligence
information A={=501 began a RIF from FSB HARDCORE to an attack position vie
Y0 471490 while D-2-50L conducted an air asszult to an 12 vis YD 479481,
Both companiez began & coordinated attack on the villare after artillery ard
TAC Air preped the objective. At 1317, both companies ectszbhlished contact
vic YD 472489 and YD 473484, TAC Air and artillery were employed, and, as
ground contact continued it became obvious that the two companies wcrs
engaged with a sizable enemy force., At 1844, the battalion was relieved of
its responsibility tc secure the beach and firebase and immediately vir-lifted
B Co into the objective area to h3lp establish & cordon around the eneny
force prior to darkness, After the cordon was established, 8lmm mortai's
were inserted (o bolster the cordon. The three companies maintained 1(;0:4
alert during the night and employed continuous illvmination and a.rtille':-}*y.
Throughout the night the enemy employed SA/AW RPG and mertar fire in nun-
erous unsuccessful attempts to escape the cordon. The following morning,
helicopter gunships, artillery and seven E§ (CS) launchers wers employei
against the enemy position followed by TAC Air. At 1230 hes, Co D and |
Co B (-) attacked the village from the southeast to northwest into the |
blocking positions of Co A and the remainder of Co B, The objective was
swept by midafternoon meeting only scattered resistance. The entire oper-
ation resulted in 66 NVA KIA, 13 NVA PW, 21 individual weapons and 5 crew
served weapons capiured, plus numerous munitions and miscellaneous equipment.
The operation %ed dealt a significant blow to the 6th Bn, 812th NVA Regt.
Friendly casuslties were 7 KIA and 35 WIA, !

() On the morning of 20 April the 2-17 Cav wes deployai with
Trp A conducting a dismounted reconnaissance in force vic YD 6029, South West
of An Lo Bridge (YD 624302), 2d Platoon, A=3«5 Cav (atch'd to 2-17 Cav)
was located aﬁiu 1o Bridge. (YD6230), and Trp B, 2=17 Cav with one Platoon of
Ml13 armored personnel carriers was conducting a reconnaissance in force
operation northwest of An Lo bridge. At 1045 hours, B Trp observed and en-
gaged an NVA platoon vic YD 613326, B Troop continued to develop the contaoct
determining that the enemy force was an KVA company. It was also discovered
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that the stream between the en nv and Trp B was not fordable, (See figure 1,
below)., It was readily apparent that the enemy's position was bounded on the
north and south by natural obstacles.: Immediately Trp A was heli-lifted from
its position southwest of An lo bridge into an IZ vic YD 612338 and then moved
overland into a blocking,position vic YD 609332, thereby preventing any escape
from the west, While A Trp was being liftedin to position artillery ard TAC
Air placed withering fire on the enemy position. Simultaneously, B Trp moved
around the marshy area on the south to attack the village from the east. As
B Trp was moving into its attack position vic YD 629335, the attached Cav P1t
(2=3=5 Cav) moved from An lo Bridge to join the attack, B Trp assaulted with
the two mechiniszed platoons abreast and the infantry platoon following closely
Behind, By 1315, the entire village had boen swept. The action resulted in
33 NVA KIA, 4 NVA PW'g, 18 individual and 1 crew servod wzapons captured, The
entire operation resulted :l.'n only 5 US WIA (3 evac).

() m22 April, c & D 2-501 were conducting a recormaissanoce
in force operation vic YD 7530 in response to intelligensce btuild up in the
area, At 1445 hrs Co C observed 2 VC vie YD 754311, The company engaged the
enamy killing one and capturing one.AK=,7, The company pursued the enemy intd
the ‘village of Thon Kim Doi (YD 7531) where they established contact with an
enemy .platoon, Co C deployed along the southeast corner of the village em=-
xloying heavy artillery end 4 tactical airstrikes against the enemy position.

o the contact developed, the ensity employed AW, X RPG and 82mm mortar fire
against the friendly forces. Co D working adj&oent to Co C moved in around the
northesst side of the village, The enemy force was further evaluated to be a
company and just prior to darkness Commanies A & B 2-501 Inf were heli-lifted
into the northwest and southwest sides of the village, respsctively. The
cordon was completed at 1910, Artillery and continuous artificial flareship
11lumination were employed throughout the night. During the night, the enemy
made several unsuccessful attempts to escape the cordon,. The enemy's per=-
sistant ettempts to escape, hmvor, further reinforced the fact that a sige-
able force had been trapped in ‘the cordon. At first light, as the friendly
forces began closing into the village they again received heavy AW/RPG and
mortsr fire, Heavy artillery and 6 TAC Air strikes were employed throughout
the day. Captured documents indicatsd £hay the enemy fcrce was the Lth
Company (heavy weapons) of the 812th NVA Regt. The attacking farces con=
tinuod to meet stiff resistance ‘as the action continued into the late after-
noon, A%t 1716 hours the lst ARVN Division Recon Company (The Hlack Panther
Forcee) was heli~lifted in to ‘join the southern portion of the cordon, and the
222 RF Company moved overland from Quang Dien vic YD 6833 to join the cordon
in the north, 47 NVA were killed during the day as the contact continued into
the night, The cordom was continued ss artilleryimsintained ocntinuous illumi-
nation and bombarded the. enemy poaitiouo throughout the second night of contact.
A raduction in ensmy resistance was noted and at first light the village was
rmreped with artillery and TAC Adr. then -companiea A & D attacked from the notth
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through the village towards the blocking positions on the south. The
operation resulted in 74 NVA KIA, 1 NVA/IW and 13 weapons captured or des-
troyed. Friendly casualties for the entire 3 day operation were 12 US }JIA.

(e) Approximately 1400 hrs, 28 April the lst ARWN Div Recon
Company, while operating in close coordination with Div forces along the Song
Bo River vic YD 6929 reparted a significant enemy force located vic YD 6828,
Reacting in response to this report, 1=501 Inf with 4 rifle companiesmand 3
platoons of popular force troops moved overland and by helicopter to estab-
1ish a cordon around the area., (See figure 2, below), The rapid response
caught the enemy by surprise, During the remainder of the afternoon-and
throughout the nigit, the enemy atteiipted to escape the cordon. Each attempt
was repulsed utilizging tremendous amounts of heavy artillery, helicopter gun=-
ships and continuous artificial illumination during the night. The follow-
ing meening (29 April), the friendly farces in the northern '"neck" of the
cordon began to push into the village, Immediately they met stiff resistance
from enemy forces with SA/AW/RFG in fortified bunkers. The battle raged
throughout the day with allied force making- little progress, B-~1-501 Inf
was inserted into thuo cardon to .bolster the northern position. MIO06 recoil-
less rifles and 8lmn mortars were air lifted in to add additional fire power
as TAC Air and artillery continued to pound the fortified enemy. E8 (CS)
dispersers were also inserted and integrated into the cordon as plans were
made to attack the following morning. The actions on 29 April accounted for
64 enemy dead. Throughout the night, the enemy continued his violent, yet
unsuccessful attempts to escape. The enemy estimated at battalion size
massed AYW/RPG/ and mortar fire while trying to rush a platoon size force
through the cordon vic YD 694284, Recoilless rifles and claymore mines were
an effective deterent to the would-be escapees, The artificial illumination
and heavy artillery continued throughout. the night. The eneny resistance
was beginning to fade although savage fighting continued all day 30 April.
fontact continued during the night of 30 April - 1 May., Twice during the night,
eneny forces tried to escape the cordon-but were driven back. A Hol Chanh
who rallied during the contact and several Pi's identified the enemy unit as
the 8th Bn, 90th NVA Regt, Early in the morning, 8 psywar arpeal was made
by a loudspeaker to the trapped enemy. The psywar operation was made in
conjunction with the TAC Air Strikes on.the village. After several air strikes
hed been made, the Hoi Chanh made an appeal to the {rapped enemy to surrender,
After a .pause, the forward sir controller would direct a long, low, screan-
ing puss over the village, then the loudspeaker made another appeal for
surrender telling the trapped soldiers that the next pass would bs for real.
Sufficient time was given for believers to react then the aircraft were directed
in Mive" to further convince any doubters, This technique directly influenced
the 95 NVA/Pil's who surrendered during the day, The psyops mission was fol-
lowed by a CS drop and more taetical air strikes, The enemy had weakened
considerably as substantial advances were :nade into the village and the
acordon was further comnsolidated. The day's action resulted in an additional
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141 NVA KIA, and 75 weapore captured. Continuous pressure was maintained
throughout the night of 1-2 May. Lnemy atteupts to escape decreased and
his fire power was consideravly reduced as artillery and TAC Air had elim-
inated his indirect weapons. PVW's indicated heavy casualties had been
sustained and the remainder had heen without food for several days. On

2 May the sweep of the village was completed., For several more days friendly
elements remained in the area to completely search the area for weapons

and other items of intelligence value. The total results of this highly
successful operation netted 314 NVA KIA, 107 NVA/Pi's and 103 weapons
captured, Friendly casualties were I ‘KIi, 21 WIA (17 +VAC), Investigation
after the action confirmed that the enemy unit was the 8th Bn, 90th NVA
lect and that during.the action the Bn Cormander, Executive Officer and

3 Company Commnanders had been killed. The five day operation had rendered
the enemy battalion ‘rirtually ineffective for a considerable period of time,

(12) The actions cited above are by no means the only actions conducted
during the period. These actions account for a small portion of the 1882
onemy killed during the operation. They do, however, point out the methods
which have been successfully employed by the Division in the coaetal plains
around Hue. These methods are significant in that they are simple, compre=-
hensive, interrelated and, most sighificantly, that they were successful.
There is one additional principle that has also greatly enhx.cs: “™ese
operations; that is, the extension of '"night operations® to anciud. & ret-
work of ambush sites established ni~htly throughout the AO, * The fLivision
has averaged 50 squad/platoon size ambush positions each ni~ht, I operation
CARENTAN I & II, these night operations have accounted for approximately
60% of the total “fighting for.the period. A more detailed account of
enemy casualty and ecuipment losses during the pericd is included at
parazraph ¢ (Intelligence) below, Operation CARETAN II continues ithrough the
end of the reparting pericd, '

(13)  OPERATION DEIAWARE: Operation DEIAWARE began 190001H April
1968 as a one brigade operation into the mountainous jungle astride Hwy 547,
southwest of Hwe., The 1lst Bde, 10lst Atn Div conducted the operation IAW
Division OPRD 11-68 (DELA'«JARE; at Inclosure 10, The operation was designed
to compliment the lst ACD assault into the Ashau Valley. The mission of
the 1st Bde was to conduct ground and airmobile assaults southwest from FSB
Bastogne to interdict enemy routes of withdrawal/infiltration vic junction:
Hwy's 547 and 547A (YD 5504 ); ‘establish FSB Veghel vic hill 333 (YD 5404);
block Hwy's 54,7 and 547A in 2zone and provide security for FSB Bastogne and
Pome Plow operations in the area, Upon completion of the above, be prepared
to continue attack to the south into the Rao Nai (River) Valley or to re-
orient north along the axis of the Song Bo iiver towards VC/NVA Base Area 11,

10
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The original concept of the operation is discussed at Inclosure 10,

(a) The initial concept of operation was changed on 17 Afril
1968 at which time the brigade received a FRAG O directing that the 3d ARVN
Abn Task Fa ce would assume responsibility for the clearing of Hwy 547A,
The ARVN Abn Task Farce would also air assault into & LZ secured by elements
of the 1-327 Inf and provide one battalion to assist in securing LZ VEGHEL.
The mission of the 2-502 Inf was chanped to conduct reconnaissance in force
operations in the Rao lai Valle:, The date for the air assault remained
unchan-ed, :

(b) The LZ far the air assault of the 1=-327 Inf into the Delta
Junction Area was changed from Hi1l (YD 546Q4S) to vic YD 556030, This was
due to the inability of the Hill to de satisfactorily cleared with tactical air
including 20001b daisy cutters, As this locaticn was the prime consideration
for establishment of LZ VEGHEL doubt was now east as to the practicallity of
this as it would undoubtedly require a major enginecer effort. In view of
this the decision as to where LZ VEGHSL would be located was witheld until

after the air assault,

(e¢) Excluding -(a) & (b) above, the operation was initiated
on 19 April 1968 as planned., ZEarly in the-morning of 19 April the 2-502
Inf and 2-=327 Inf launched attacks to fix and destroy enemy forces operating
west of Fire Base BASTORIE, The air assault of the 1-327 Inf commenced &t
1100H with Company C making the initial assault. An aircraft in the first
wave at 1103H developed mechanical problems and crashed on the LZ resulting
in 6 casualties (5 from C-1-327, 1 crew member) none sericus, C=1-327
closed on the LZ at 1130H and secured the location for the displacement of
the remainder of the battalion, The air assault was completed at 1237H,
On the following day the 6th ARVN Abn Bn air assaulted into the same LZ
which was still secured by C=1-327, The relief of the 2-502 Inf by the 1=-502
Inf at BASTOQNE was effected on 20 April, This was followed by the air
assaulting of the 2-502 Inf into an LZ vic YD 558028 on 21 April. The re-
maining two battalions (3d and 8th) of the 3d ARVN Abn Task Force air assaulted
into the same LZ on 22 and 23 April respectively. During this period 19-21
April elements of the 1-=327 Inf were involved in heavy fighting to seise ob-
Jectives 1 and 2 vic YD 550036 and YD 543028 respectively. On the evening of
21 April the 2=5C2 Inf was given the mission to reéle the 1=327 of mission
to seisze objective 2 (YD543028), On 22 April after four days of heavy fight-
ing the 1=327 Inf seized objective 1 (YD 550036) and C=2-502 Inf seiszed
objective 2 (YD543028), Elements of the 3d ARVN Atm Task Force were engaged
in heavy fighting vicinity YD 565043 and Hill 333 (YD 546049). On 28 April
the 3d ARVN Abn Task Farce crossed the Song Bo River vic YD 528035 and moved
west into the Pac Whe Valley, the 2-502 Inf oriented west into the Rao Nai
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Valley leaving the 1=327 Inf in the Delta Junction Area. The 2=327 Inf was
operating west of Fire Base BASTOQE and north of Hwy 547. All elements are
in this general posture at the close of the reporting period, The dense
triple canopy jungle and the s teep rw:ged mountains presented a formidable
obstacle to operations in the area, Weather conditions severely hampered.
air operations. Enemy ground contacts in the area were scattered and gen-
erally the enemy force was squad size or smaller, Enemy initiated activities
were predominately rocket and mortar stand off attacks. Some anti-aircraft
fire was experienced in the area. Several large munitions cashes were also

discovered,

(&) Resultsas of 30 April 1968 (does not include ARVK):

Friendly losses Enemy losses
LO XHA 221 NVA KIA (C)
206 WHA 1 NVA PW

1 MHA 58 SA

2 NBC 19 ¢/s

b, CHEMICAL OPERATIONS, During the period February through April 1968,
chemical activities of the Division included aerial and ground employment of
RCA CS, aerial and ground based .defcliation operations, aerial smoke operations
and personnel detector operations,

(1) RCA Operations:

(a) Non-persistent RCA CS has been used extensively in con-
Junction with preparatory fires on fortified hamlets north and northwest of
Hue during Operation CARENTAN, The CS delivery systems used incluvde E158
CS Cannister Clusters, E8 Tactical CS Launchers, locally fabricated CS
arenade dispensers and 4.2 CS mortar rounds. Use of CS in preparations is in
consonance with the 10lst Airborne Division's policy of wide ranging recon-
naiasance and rapid concentration of units to fix and destrcy the enemy once
located, The CS is integrated into supporting fires, primarly in a target
softening role,

(b) Five examples of these operations are described below:
1 Action 7-8 April 1968 vic YD 6729 (Se¢e figure 3, below)

a At 0810 hours on 7 April, an ambush element of B-1-501
was returning from their night ambush position to the company base area when
it was fired upon from the western edse of the village, by what was later

[
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estimated to be a company sise VC/NVA foroce, Another ambush element linked
up with the platoon (=) and engaged the enemy with organic weapons., At 0515,
coritact was broken and the platoon (+) moved on to the company base. The
company then set up blocking positions on the west side of the village, "C"
Company, 1-501 moved into the area north of the village and established
blocking positions, B-1-505, conductin: RIF operations to the east, was
lifted across the river by helicopters and proceeded to sweep to the west,
Lead elements came under heavy SA/AW fire from the small village to the east
of -the initial contact. They pulled back and called for artillery and air-
strikes and included 20 rounds CS from their organic 4.2 mortar. It was

soon determined that this complex was heavily bunkered and well defended.

By this time it was late afternoon and plans were made to continus the atteck

the following day.

b The next marning C-1-501 began at first light to
move SV around B-1-501 toward the river, At 0930 a CS preparation was placed
onr the village and followed by artillery and air strikes, The initial CS
pass was at 1500 fest and delivered four E158 Cennister Clusters which im-
pacted on the western edge of the village, covering about 70% of it with agent,
The wind at this time was westerly at 7 to 10 knots, with a neutral temper-
ature jradient., Light and medium artillery and four air strikes followed
the CS, By late morning, C-1-501 moved into attack positions west of the

village,

¢ Upon completion of the final air strike at 1150
hours, additional CS was placed on the village, Two E158's were dropped,
again from 1500 feet on the target line, in order to surpress expected ground
fire, Next, using the rocket pod grenade drop system, 192 grenades were
dropped in the village., The CS pass was closely followed by 192 HC grenades.
A final pass was made at 1500 feet to drop the remaining two E158!'s on a tree
iire along the NE corner of the village from which fire was couing. The
wind direction was now almost northerly, and the village was completely
covered with agent. Artillery was again employed and the two companies on
the north and west began sweeping through this village, and later the one to
the east, During the sweep of the villages and the surrounding area, the
company killed or found the bodies of 37 enemy.

d The ground commanders praised the effects of the CS
and felt that it had significantly increased the effectiveness of the artillery
strikes, and had assisted them in their assaults across the opsn rice land

swrounding the villages,
2 Action 9 April 1968 vic YD 6828 (See figure 4, below)

i3
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a (n 8 April, the 1st Battalion (Abn), 505th Infantry
mede heavy contact with a suspected company sise NVA force .in the village of
Phuoc Yen, vie ID 680280, Bravo and Charlie of the 1-505 reinforced by
Alpha of the lst Battalion (Abn) 501st Infantry cordoned the village while
TAC Adr and artillery were called in, The cordon was maintained through the
night and, on 9 April, Bravo and Charlie repared to sweep from the south
and west respectively whils Alpha moved from its positions to the ncrth,

b As the sweep began, CS grenades were dropped on a
generally east-west line to aid Alpha and Charlis in emtering the village.
Winds were ENE at 8 to 10 knots and the temperature gradient was lapse.
Bravc ocompany, which did not have protective masks waited until the agent
cloud cleared the village befare advancing. At 1155, coincident with the
CS drop, Alpha moved toward the village, across 150 meters of open ground
receiving light sniper fire, but suffering no ocasualties, Alpha completed
the sweep into the village east of the river, taking severcl detainees,

8 Charlie company also moved toward the village as
the CS was dropped, They encountered the CS agent just as they resched the
edge of the village. At that time, the agent concentration was weak but
protective masks were required. The company made no contact while the CS
was in the area, but contact was made with an estimated platoon eize force

after the agent cleared,

d Wind and temperature gradient contributed to rapid
dissipation of the agent cloud, but the CS did provide sufficient fire sup-
Iession to allow the companies to reach the village without casualties,

e Alpha company's sweep netted four NVA bodies prior
to making contact,

In each case, protective masks were found on or
near the bodies, The CS agent had provided sufficient suppression to allow
the compenies to cross open ground and enter the village even though at
least a portion of the enemy force was equipped with protective masks,

3 Action 10 April 1968 vie YD 4748 (See figure 5, bélow)

a On 10 April 1968, the 2¢ Battalion (Atn) 50lst
Infantry employed RCA €S in conjunction with a sweep operation on tke village
of Fhuoc Dien viec YD 475485, The village was believed to contain am NVA

eompany. ,

3 Alpha company, having made initial contact near the
village, was reinforced by Delta company shortly after noon when Delta gom-
pletod a oombat assault on & 1Z west of the village. After link-up with Alrha

4
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the two companies prepared to sweep from Ni/ to SE through the village,
Prior to the sweep, five L8 Tactical CS Launchers were to be firsd into the
villa:e, closely followed by airdrop of 192 M7A3 CS grenades on the SE side
of the villace,

¢ Immediately after the E8's were fired, both companiea
moved toward the village through the CS cloud, As they moved forward, they
killed three NVA who were moving about in the village. At 1317, as they
reached the edze of the village, both companies began receiving SA/AW fire
and occasional RPCG rounds., By this time, the CS cloud, dri ven by the re-
latively stiff winds, had passed through the village. Tt had, however;
ellowed the compenies to cross approximately 200 meters of open terrain with-
out taking any casualties,

d Stiff resistance was enccuntered from bunker com-
plexos within the village and at 1630, contact was broken and TAC Air and
artillery were called on the village, A sweep of the village on 1l April
yielded 19 NVA KIA, 1 PW and 20 detainees. Of the 20 NVA found in the village,
two had protective masks, Total friendly casualties were 3 KIA and 10 WIA,

¢ The comnanders involved felt that the CS could have
contributed more to the operation if it had lingerec in the village a longer
period of time, The 15 to 20 kmot winds coupled with the strong mid-day
lapse conditions greatly accelersted ti-e dissipation of ths agent cloud.
Reinforcement of the agent cloud with additional grenade passes or with additional
E8 launchers would have been arpropriate when the companies be;an receiving
fire inside the villape. At the time such reinforcement was not possible, due
to non-availability of helicopters and additional CS munitions,

4 Action 18 April 1968 vic YD 7230 (See figure 6, below)

a On 12 April 1968, three companles of the 1st Battalion
(Abn) 501st Inf trarred an estimated company size NVA farce (later identified
as Lth Co, 1st Bn, 803 NVA Regt) in the fortified hamlut of Dong Xuyen vic
YD 7230, With C Company blocking to the north, B Company on the west and A
Coripany to the wout', D Company moved into position from the east, D Company
received AW fire and RPG fire resulting in 1 US KIA and 11 WIA, D Company
withdrew and waited while airstrikes were called on the viliasge. After the
final airstrike, CS gas was placed on the village and followed immediately
by an artillery TOT,

b The CS mission consisted of three passes, one at 1000
feet using one £158 Cluster, and two low level each delivering 192 CS grenades
using locally fabricated grenade drop racks., The initial E158 pass was in-
tended to suppress ene:r fire for the low level passes by placing an initial

'K
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concentration of azent in the area, Fighter aircraft had received AwW and RPG
fire during the preliminary airstrikes, ,

¢ The E158 landed on target and efiectively covered
the northern portion of the villare, Immediately following the E158, a low
level pass -from NW to SE was made and 192 grenades were dropped along the NE
side of the village. On the third pass, NVA were observed moving around in
the villzeze, As soon us the CS ship cleared the area, the artillery TOT
was fired on the village,

d The C3 drops were made at 1800, 1805, and 1815
respectively. Winds were from the NE at arproximztely 10 knots. The tem=
perature gradient was neutral. The target coverage was 100% of the village,
and 1008 of the mmitions functioned,

A sweep of the village on 19 April 1968 discovered
54 NVA bodies, Fowur AK 47's and two SKS were captured along with numerous
SA ammunition, miscellaneous LBE, & large medical kit and 4500 lbs of rice
i;gd docunments, Total friendly losses for the engagement were 1 US KIA and
WIA,

f Again, ground co.manders considered the CS munitions
which were incorporated in the softening fires contributed extensively to the
impressive body count and helped to reduce friendly casualties,

5 Action 28 April - 1 May 1968 vic YD 6827 (figure 7, below)

a The cordon operation around Phuoc Yen village (vic
YD 6827) began on 28 April when four rifle companies from 2d Bde 10lst Abn
Div (A-=1=502, A=1-501 and B and D-2-501) responded to intelligence information
and encircled the hamlet where an NVA battalion later identified as the 8th
Bn, 90th NVA Regt, was reportedly intrenched. Dwring the night and early
morning hours of the 29th, the enemy made three concerted efforts to break
the encirclement which were successfully beaten back. On 29 April, heavy
artillery, TAC Air, gunships and recoilless rifle fire together with intensive
machine gun and rifle fire from the paratroopers continued to batter the enemy..
Gunships from the 308th Avn Bn and 10lst Avn Bn killed 51 enemy. An additiond
13 NVA were killed by the paratroopers and 4 wecapons were captured, On 30
April, the enemy continued. to deliver heavy voluues of SA/AW/RPG fire from the
villare., Friendly artillery and 15 TAC airstrikes continued throughout the day
to soften up the objective area, as another paratroop company (B-1-501) was
heli-lifted into augment the seal, Thirt-en NVA were killed during the day's

It
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toams and lst ATF air and ground reconnaissance. Were increased, This
intelligence watch paid dividends: on several occasions, attacks uy fire
were accurately predicted, and, once launched ’ pre-poaitioned -reaction
forces were immediately brought to bear. : T ‘

/

2 At the same time, in a.ddition to increasing its ac-
tivities inITICTZ, the 10lst Abn Div (minus its 3d Bde) was alerted for de-
ployuent to 1 CTZ, Fersonnel from every section under the Office of the
ACofS, @, displeced to I CTZ to establish liaison with existing intelligence
organizations, US and ARW units, and Marines, and build an intelligence
data base,

The Division (=) depIOyod to I CTZ, joining its 2d Bde,
whichi had been conducting combat operations under OPCON lst ACD since 2i
January. The Division became operational on 8 March with the initistion of
- Operation CARENTAN I, Initially situated at.GIA IE until Camp Eagle construc-
tion could be completed, the G2 Section reported direct to II MAF, Liaison
and coordination had been established with Provisional Corps, Vietnam, and
on 10 March, PCV was activated as the ¢ontrolling US Coxps HRs for the two
northern provinces in I CTZ.,

On 27 March, the G2 Section displaced to Camp Eagle.
Having perfected its liaison tectniques 4n ¥ CTZ, the Division established
continuing personal contact with PCV, TF XRAY, lst ARVN Div, THUA THIEN
Sector, Project Delta (USSF), FOB J1 (USSF), and other intelligence agencies
to insure complete exchange of current intelligsnce.

(b) @ Adr and II, MID:

1 1 February to 9 March 1968 (Bien Hoa) - during this
period, @ Air section conducted routine aerial surveillance and rsconnaissanci.
functions in the I¥I Corps Tactical Zone and prepared to move to I Corps
Tactical Zone. The 10lst Airborne Division Imagery Interpretation Section
was fully operstional and under OPCON of the G2 Air Section. The Imagery -
Interpretation (II) Section conducted aerial observation supplemented by
hand-held photography. Primary efforts of the II Section were directed to-
ward Imagery Interpretation and targeting. A system for recording and .
storing data base information was developed during this period, Of parti-
oular significance during this period was the goardinated swrveillance and
reconnaissance of the Bien Hoa mortar/rocket belt during the TET offensive.
This was acscomplished by using O-1E aircraft, armed helicopters and AN/TPS-
25 Ground Surveillance Radar., Also during this period, ocne G2 Air/II officer

was sent to the forward CP in I Corps to 2stablish lieison and obtain the
standu'd opsruting procedure f’Or ntilization of aerial surveillance and

reconnaissance assets in I Corps,
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2 7 Merch to 2h M&rch - on 7 March the G2 Air section
moved by air from Bien Hoa to Gia le, . The (R Air section became operational
in I Corps at 1200 hours:on 8 March when telephone and radio communications
were established. In this sane period, the'II section moved, by echelen,
to I Corps, Initial coordination was established with III Marine Amphib=-
fous Force (IIT:MAF) ard Provisional Corps.Vietnam (PCV) when the 10lst
Airvorne Division came under the OPCON of .the latter, Assets for visual
reconnaissance wers obtained from Northern VASAC Coordinator utiliizing the
220th Reconnaissance Aircraft Company (RAC). . Up to 30 hours of O-1E fly-
ing tims were made available to the Division daily. In addition coordi-
nation was effected to obtain one (1) AN/TKQ-2 Ground Data Iink Station
from III MAF for direct read=-out of SIAR imasery in support of 1Clst Air=-
borne Division operations. ' In the-latter portion of this period the
AN/TKQ=2 Grourd Data Link Station became operational at Camp Eagle and
Zreatly aided in reducing the time betwean: eensing and engegemcnt of enemy
moving tergets.,

» 24 Mhrch't 30* pril 9681 , n\Zh March the G Air
section deployed to its present location at Camp Eagle, All elements of the
II section hiad completed their mové and the section was opsrational. During
this period, the G2 Air section in;conjuction with the II section prepared
terrain cnalyeie and conducted éxtensive rsconnaissance for Operations
Carentan I, Carentan II and Delaware.-:'Also during this period, as part of
an intensified training program, several personrel were sent to lst Milie-
tary Intelligence Bn (MIBARS) in-country schools for G2 Air and Imagery
Interpretation Treining. An II aerial observer ccurse was conducted at
Camp Eagle for Division aerjal observers, Numerous liaison trips were
made to TII MAF, 220th RAC, 245th SAC, Detachment B, 1st MIBARS, and PCV
to improve the aerial eurveillance and reconnaissance effort in the PCV
area, : :

(¢) Enemy Order cf Battle, MID:

1 The pericd of 1l February 30 April was nmarked
movement of the OB Section from Bien HoeaII CTZ) to Camp Ecgle (I Cng

2 The Ordef or Battle Section consisted of six men at the
time of its deployment to ICTZ.: Five men preeeded the Division Headquarters to
ICTZ while one ma; remained at Bien Hoa to suppart remnants of Division
Headquarters ard.the 3d Bde, 10lst Abn Div, The five men sent ahead to
ICTZ were stationed with the 3d Marine Division, lst Air Cav Divisioh, and
IT MAF, VWhile stationed with these units in the capacity of lidison for
the 10lst Abn Div, each man learned the enemy situation and obtained con-
plete sets of Order of Battle.files from each of the wnits. The culmination

of their efforts was the production of a 212 page Order of Battle handbook
that organized in 2 meaningful fashion all information collected by each man.
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Since arriving at Canp Kagle, the Order of Battle
section has been expanded to 1/ men with one inan at each brigade supporting
the S2, The order of battle section also has included within its duties
target nomination for G3 Air/FSE,

The section hzs since becen reorganized internally to
meet its additional com:itlments. The CIC and NCOIC are primarily responsible
for target nomin=tion and supervision of all Order of Battle functions., Two
Order of Bat:le teams have been cre:zted on an area ccverage baeis and as
such are responsible for all enemy actions within their respective aress,

5 Since arriving in ICTZ the Order of L.ttle Section has
produced numerous studies concerning the enemy situation, enemy tactics,
enemy organization and projected enenyr actions, The Order of Battle Section
has also been responsible for a large amount of input to the Daily Intelligence
Sumnary. The ta get nomination section of OB has nominated in the nedghbore=
hood of 150 targets from the period 21 ifarch to 30 April. On 21 April the
Order of Battle Section published a complete update to the Order of Battle
Handbook previously published,

(d) CI and IFW, MID:

1 During the period coverea, the MID planned and accom-
plished a majar unit movement into Carmp :a:le, This was executed in such a
manner that the iID remained operat ional at all times.

2 Coordination and conirol personnel were sent forward
from each section to make initizl contact with operational counterparts in
the area. These personnel were followed by the Advance Party consisting
of personnel from each section. Coordiniting personnel and Advance Party
Fersonnel formed the. nucleus for operations in the forward erea for approx-
imately three weeks, These personnel weie followed by the main body which was
sent i‘orward with other Division elements as oper:tional requirements dio=-
tated. Until the main body arrived at Camp Zagle, an MID Officer acted as
the OIC of the forward element. -He organized the MID base camp and directed
operations as instructed by the 10l .ID CO, who was kept abreast of the nceds
of fdrward and rear elements by continuous visits and through comaunications
facilities, At meésent, there are four personnel at Bien Hoa Base Camp,
responsible for rear operations., Alk other personuel are operating at Division
Headquarters, Camp Eagle and at the Brigsde Headquarterg, During the sane
period, the 181st MID was amalgamated into the 10lst MID, It was foarmerly
in support of the lst Bde, 10lst Abn Div. The 10lst MID also acquired the
9th ARVN MID,

Initially upon arriving at Camp Eagle, the IPW Section,
in conjunction with the Office of the Provost Marshal, coordinated for the
use of the 3/824 Atn Dix.Pm.Cm.anh.m.in_tha vicinity of Camp Eagle.
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This gave the section imnediate facilities for POW interropation, The IFW
Section made immediate coordination with the Collection Branch of PCV. They
also coordinated withIII MAF td insure proper reporting mocedures and for=-
mats, In addition, the ITW Section arransed for the exchange of IPW re-
ports with the 1st ARVN Division. MID personnel can interrogate their PW's
at any time it may become necessary. The IPW Section has had much assis-
tance from the attached 9th ARVN HMID which has been deplcyed down to Brigade
level, The peraonnel are especially helpful in providing efficient docu=-
ment readouts and also assistinz in IFW interrogatior.

Immediately upon ar-ival at Camp Eagle, Counterintelligence
personrnel made coordination with CI PCV, 525th I Group Office at Hue, CI
MACV Huez, CI MACV Phu Bal, and other intelligence agencies. Arrangements
were made for mutusl exchange of .intelligence reports during liaison visits,
Ligison was initiated with District, village, and hamlet chiefs in order to
acquire information. Counterintslligence personnel conducted a thorough
survey ¢f civilian employees in Camp Eagle for the purpose of recogmending
proper security measures and for establishing an informant net within these
workers. Significant strides have been made in the recruitment of sources
from these employees,

5 Prior to the Divisicn's movement to Camp Eagle, Counter-
intelligence personnel made periodic visits to all Division units to insure
that excess classified material was being properly destroyed by burning.

Post evacuation checks of all Division base camps were conducted to insure
the above,

NOTE: As a result of diligent work prior to movement, the 10lst MID was
able to establish an excellent living and workirng area. Prior planning con-
sisted, among other things, of insuring that proper amounts of tentage,
defensive material and working suprlies were at hand prior to movement.

Rear elements constantl:- monitored the needs of the forward party to insure
adequate resupply. :

(2) Long Range Fatrol (IRP) Company.

(a) At the beginring of this repwting period Co F, 58th Inf
(IRP) was being utilized as a security force for the Division HeadgGuarters
in Bien Hoa RVN (III Corps TZ)., On 12 Februsry 1568, a 12 man security de-
tackment was sent to the I Corps Tactical Zone for security of the advance
plannin: group of the Division. On 27 February 1968, the remainder of the
company, which was operating «t approximztely 6G3 strength, deployed to
Gia le, ICTZ.
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(b) On ifarch 1968, the Colupany received the mission of security
for the opening of the new camp, Camp finzle, retaining the mission for the
month of iMarch. With the security mission of Camp Eagle, the Company con=-
ducted short range reconnaissance patrols and loca.l anbush patrols, In -
addition to the security of Caump Fagle, during the month of April the Coupany
also was designated as the Division reaction force. The Company was called
upon to provide security for three downed helicopters during the :onth. All
training conducted durinz the period was OJT. Due to the lack of equipment
and the non-availability of aircraft during this reporting peried, Co F, 58th

Inf (IRF), did not orerate as a Longz ange Patrol Company.

(3) 265th RR Company: Due to the nature of the classificztion of
this unit's mission, their report was forwarded thru Radio Research channels
to CO, 509th Radio Research Group.

(4) Enemy Situation,
(a) 1 Feb 68 - 8 Mar 68:

1l During this period the 10lst Abn Division wes located in
the III Corps Tactical Zone, Contzcts with enemr units during this period
were a result of the VC T:ET Offensive, as the enemy remained within striking
distance of the populated centers. The enemy disposition inIII CTZ prior
to the T=iT Offensive was helieved to have been as follews for VC and NVA
resular units:

9th VC Division HQ NE Bin Long Province

271st VC Regiment : vic "Fish Hook"

272nd VC Regiment vic "Fish Hook"

273rd VC Regiment Bu Nho area, vic YT 0296, with one Bn
possibly SW of Phuoc Vinh.

7th NVA- Division HQ NE War Zone ®CH

1é5th NVA Regiment W of Highway 13, vic XT 6887

1U1st NVA Regiment Security for:COSVN HU, central VWar Zone "C"

101st NVA Regiment vie Michelin Rubber Plantation

5th VC Division IQ unlocated in Fhuoe Long Province

274th VC Regiment "~ Hat Dich area, Phuoc Thuy Province

275th VC Regiment Unlocated in Phuoc Long Province, last con-

tact immediately south of Song Be with 31st
~“ARWN Rangers on 25 Nov 67.

88th NVA Regiient Northern f’huoc Lohg Frovince, with possibly
one battalion in the vic of the "Fish Hook"
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a new heavy weapon (ponsibl:: 240mm rocket) was not brought to bear against
friendly forces due to losistical difficulties,

Ulements of the 9th VC Mvision and the 7th KVA Division
did not participate in th2 attacks in the Saigon-Bien Hoa-lon- Einh areas.
'The TET Offensive in thes areas was conducted by Local Force elementis,
excent for the 274th and 275th VC Regiments, It is concelvable that the VC
plan of attack was as stated by Fd's: Local Forces to grab hold in the
populated areas with the aid of civilians, and then the entry of -ain Force
units into Saigon to add swrart and firepower to the lLocal Farces in order
to seize the cities, The lst US Inf Div made heavy contact with the 273 VC
“eiment north of Sairon in Dinh Duong Province nea' Phu Cuong City, kill-
ing ov=r 200 and therebty preventin: the 273d from entering Saigon. The 25th
US Div contacted both the 271st VC legiment amd the 2724 VC Zlezinent, in-
flicting heavy casualties upon both of these units znd preventing them frou
gaining access to the city. ZClements of the 165th NVA Reriment and the 10lst
I'VA Regiment later moved south towards lai Khe-Ben Cat with the ohvious ob=-
Jective of containing the 1lst US Inf Div to that area in order to enable
elerents of the 9th VC Division to gain entrance to Saigon. They were too
late since elements of the Gth VC Division had been sev.reliy ha.pered from
initiating of lensive orerations in Saigon. Zventually, the lhlst KVA Re.:i-
rent and the £8th NVA Redment joined the other eneuy forces in the area in
order to maintain pressure on Caizon, ard therety force concentration of
friendly forces., The K-1 and K-2 Battslions of the Dong Nal Re;iment
attacked Tan Uyen District li's as enticipsted, but the K=3 Battalion de=-
tached itself fro« its sicter battalions and engsged friendly forces south
of Saigzon in Long An Frovince.

It can be surmised that if the 1lst US Inf Div amd the
25th Inf Div hod not interdicted the move of the Gth VO Division towards
Saigon, the VC ToT Offensive would have come much closer to accomplishing
its goals, .

é During the month of Fehruary the 10lst Abn Division
engaged the enemy in several small contacts., The most significant of these
contacts occured livredistely north of Bien lloa as elements of the 3d Hde,
101st Abtn Div contacted elemenis of the 275th VC Regiment along the south
banks of the Song Dong Nai. During the latter part of Fébruary elements of
the 1st Bde, 101lst Atn Div deployed to Phu Ral, Thua Thien Province in the
I Corps Tactical Zone to Join the 2nd Bde, 10lst Abn Div, The 101st Abn
Div HQ's became operational in ICTZ on 8 iay 68. :

(b) 8 March = 30 April: On 8 March 68, upon the initiation
of Operation Carentan, the enemy disrosition wus as follows: iwithin the
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area of orer:tions “the Tri Thien iiilitar:r Fegion Headouarters operated as the
hi--hest level con'rol authority. This headcuarters was loc-ted in eastern
Base Area 1J4 (vic YD 5520), The 3°4R iVA Divirion Hezdouarters wus located
ensl of Fuan~ Tri City (YD 3353) ir the coastal lowlands, Jubordinate‘to
this division ard operatineg soutn awlong Hizhway 1 (vic YD 6132) was the

812th NVA Regt and subordinate battalions 4,5 ard 6, The 90th NVA llegi-
nwent of the 3243 NVA Division and 2 battalions of the 803d NVA Regiment

wee repaxrted east of Hue City area (vic YD 7532). The 29th NVA Regiment

of the 325C NVA Division was also reported in the vicinity of Hue, Four
re-irients not suhordinate to division level headcuarters operated within

the area of oper:tions. The 5th NV: Regiment, though unlocated, had elenents
dispersed in northern portions of Base Area 101 (vic YD 3343). The 416th
NVA Battalion, subordinnte to the 5th NVA Reginent was identified in Hue
durin; T4T. The $th NVA Regiment was located along Highway 1 (YD 4640),
Battalions of this regiment, the 2d, 4th, and 7th were dispersed east of

this location in the coastal lowlands, The 6th NVA Regiment and subor-
dinate bettalions, the 8CCth, 802d- and E£06th were dispersed immediately to
tihe north of Hue, Zlements of the 4Lth NVA Reziment were dispersed east of
Hue (vic YD 882C), Sarper Battalions operating within the area included the
10th Sarrer Battalion unloc:-ted in the area surroundin- Hue, and the Hue City
Saprer Battalion also unlocated. The 81(th LF Battalion was located Si of
Hue vic €216, The 8Q04th i Dattalion was locwted S4 of Fue vic YD 907,
Trere aie seven local force co.panies thit oper:ted vithin the area. The
H-95 and C~133 IFf Co .panies operate 5. of :.uang Tri City in the ocoastal
lowlands, The C~11h and C=115 IF Co.ranies olcrate I of Hue in the low=
lznds, The C~116 and C-117 and C-118 IF Companizs oper:ite SW of Hue in the
coastal lowlands.

(5) Significant Chanzes in ZEnemy visposition (Thua Thien Province):

It is presently believed that the 324B KVA Division Headcuarters has been
distanded and the regimen*s of this division are now subordinate to the Tri
Thien .ilitary “ezion. This has been rerarted by Fits, The alternatives re-
main that the 324B EVA Division Hewudcuarters elements have either been ab—
sorbed by the Tri Thien tiilitar:s Hevion or remained in NVN to train troops.

The 9th NVA Regiment is presently telieved to be located in Base Area 101
along with its subordinaie battalidns.
/

The Lth KVA Regiment is rresénti& believed to be located in the vicinity of
Phu Loc District Headquarters/with one battalion possibly in Fhu Vang Dis-
trict SE of Hue,

The lue City Saprer 3attalion is believed to he co=located with the VO Thua
Thien Folitical Hezdcuarters in the area known rne the Hue City .ear Supply

&~
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Area, vic YD 7505.

At the beginning of Operation Carentan, the 2d Bn/803d NVA Regiment was lo-
cated north of Kong Ha in Quang Tri Province being utilized in a transpor-
tation and supply role for the lst and 3d Bd/803d NVA Regiment located
north of Hue in Quang Dien District. Agent reports indicated in late.March
that the 2d Bn/803d Regiment had deployed into Thua Thien Province.

In contacts with the 3d Bn/803d NVA Regiment, documents were cg tured which
indicated that the 2d Bn had moved into the area. Although never positively
confirmed, the 2d Bn/803d NVA Regiment is carried as possibly within the
10lst Abn Div AOC.

The 812th NVA Regt is still believed to be operating in southern Hoe Lang
District; however, a recent contact may indicate a southern move by the
Regt. On 21 April 68 the 4th Bn, 812th NVA Regt was contacted at Thon Kim

Dol vic YD 7531.

The 90th NVA Regt has been confirmed in the area west of Hue. On 7 April
an agent stated that a battalion was located at YD 723305. The names that
the agent gave as commanding this battalion identified the 7th Bn, 90th

NVA Regiment. On 20 April 68, a Hol Chanh identified his unit as the 9th
Bn, 90th NVA Regiment. He stated that his battalion was located vic YD6619.
On 30 April the 1/501lst started a cordon .operation around Phuoc Yen Village
(vic YD 6828). They believed that they were facing a battalion.size ele-
ment. This battalion was later identified as the 8th Bn, 50th NVA Regti

On 26 March €8, as elements of the lst Bde, 10lst Abn Div deployed down Rt
547, they engaged enemy forces fighting from well-fortified position.
Captured documents revealed the LBN of the 7th Bn/29th NVA Regt. On 30

Mar €8, supporting reconnaissance elements captured.a PW in the vicinity of
Deita Junction (vic YD 545049) who stated that he was a member of the 9th
Bn/29th NVA Regt; he reported that his unit's mission was to secure Rt 547.
A PW captured on 16 April 68 (vic YD686096) he stated that he was from

the 8th Bn, 29th NVA Regt. He also reported that his unit's mission

was to interdict Highway to Allied use.

The 810th LF Battalion is believed to have deployed to the Hue City Rear
Supply Area, vic YD 7505.

The remainder of the NVA, MF and LF units continued to operate in their
normal operational areas.

(6) Significant Enemy Activities (Thua Thien Province):

On 21 March 68, at 0400 hrs, elements of the 2d Bde, 10lst Abn Div at LZ
Pinky while supporting another FSB were attacked by SA, AW, rocket and RFG
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fire. Under the cover of 23 B-40 rounds enemy sappers breached the defen-
sive wire with bangalore torpedoes and penetrated the perimeter. Docu-
ments taken off of dead NVA soldifers at first light revealed LBN's of ¢
7th and 9th Bn's/90th NVA Regt. Except for harassing attacks by fire, this
was the only enemy offensive move during the period 18 Mar 68.
Prior to the initiation of Operation Carentan II elements of the 2d Bde,
101st Abn Div moved south in an attempt to penetrate into New Base Area 114.
The enemy platoon and company size contacts were believed to have been with

elements of the 90th NVA Regiment.

At the same time, elements of the 2d Bde, 10lst Abn Div continued to con-

tact elements of the 2d Bn/803d NVA Regt in the vicinity of the "W" /in

the Song Bo; vic YD 6928. All during the period 18 Mar to 18 Apr 68, ele-
ments of the 10lst Abn Piv continued to engage elements of the lst and 3d
Bn's/803d NVA Regt from the vicinity of the "W" in the Song Bo, east along
the banks of the Song Bo and along the banks of the Perfume River to the

vicinity of YD 763313.

On 10 and 11 April 68, elements of the 2d Bde, 10lst Abn Div contacted ele-
ments of the 6th Bn/812th NVA Regt in a village SE of FSB Hardcore. Pre-
liminary interrogation of PW's captured during this contact revealed num-
erous ASA!'s; the most freaquent being 7th Bn/812th Regt. Further interrogati
disclosed that all the PW's were from the 812th NVA Regt, however, PWs
continued to use the designation 7th Bn. It was concluded that since

most of the PWs were new recruits from NVN that they had been replacements
to tha 6th Dn/812th Nva Regt. It is significant to note that the 6th Bn/
812th NVA Regt. had not been heavily engaged during the TET fighting as had
the 4th and 5th Battalions had also received replacements.

On 22 Apr 68, the 2/502 came into heavy contact vic YD 5602. A PW cap-
tured in this action identified his unit as the 10th Co, 3d Bn, 308th
Engineers. This unit is nicknamed Cutthroats. It is possible that this
large an engineer unit has been responsible for the recent upgrading of
547A and the depot complex in A Shau - A Loui Valley.

On 19 Apr Rallier Pham Van Nghia stated that he was a member of the 22d
Regt. He reported that the CP was located vic YD 761032. He also stated
that the K-4, K-10 and K-18 Bn's were subordinate to the 22d Regt. This
location falls within the general vicinity known as the Hue Rear Supply
Area. Nui Ke Mtn vic YD:761055 is reported to be the locatiocn of the VC
Thua Thien Province Political Headquarters. The Hue City Municiple Urnit

is also believed to be located in this area. Also, K-10 is an AKA*for the
804th LF Bn. It is poussible that the 22d Regt is a newly formed command and

* Also Known AS ’8
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control HUs for the units operatin,; south of Hue,

(7) Enemy Tactics: | )
Indications exdisted that the enemy intended to introduce more conventional
weaponry into the Quang Tri-Thua Thien baltlefield, 23mm ammnition found
by supporting reconnaissance elements indicated the possible presence of
the ZU=-23 Anti-Aircraft Gun. Numerous incidents of aircraft receiving AA
fire and air bursts at 8CO feet also substantiated the reported i xresence

of 37mm AA Guns, Agent repats, PW's and a cache which contained 76mm tank
ammunition all indicated the possibility of enemy tanks along Route 547
aerial photography also repa ted possible tank sightings as well as tank
tracks in the A Shau Valley and in the vieinity of Route 547.

Agent reparts, P.'s and captured documents all pointed towards a second
offensive directed against Quang Tri City and Hue, A further indiecation
of t' e enemy's inilention to re-attack Hue is the refusal of the 803d NVA
Regt to witdraw from the coastal lowlands north of Hue to.safer haven in
the foothills or mcuntain to the west of Hue, ZIven in the face of heavy
losses and devast:ting airstrikes the eneyr only attenmpted to disengare
itself fron friendly forces and move to another fortified villege or ham=-
let in the coastal lowlands., It is believed ti1s4 the 8(03d NVA Rert is
atte.rting to maintain a position within siriking distance of lue, It
appears that the enemr is willirg to accept heavy casualties since he is in
an area vhere once detected he becomes highly vulnerable to friendly forces,
Also, the 90th NVA Rest was given the mission of strengthening the infra-
structure in the area west of Hue, This was the mission the 8th Battalion,
90th NVA Regt when it was caught and decimated a2t Phuoc Yen Village,

(8) Recapitulation of Enem; Losses for Quarterly Period:

During the period, enemy losses were as follows (including 3/82d OPCON to
101st Abn Div):

Vo/NVA KIA 2683
VCAWA P 8l
Hoi Chanh 9
Capt Wpns 700
Grain (Cag‘l;/Dest) 48 tons

(9) Pecaritulation of losses for OF C:FINTAN I & II

Friendlx

193 KIA




AVDG=CC
SUBJECT: Operational Repart of the 10lst Airborne Division fort MAM
ending 30 April 1968, R’CS, CSFOl (RI)

Friendly : Enemy
1190 WIA (1007 Evac) 69 PW ,
11 MIA 1 Koi Chan
389 IWC
60 CSWC

(10) Recapitulation of losses for OP DELAWARE:

Frien Eneg
O KIA 221 KIA
206 WHA 1 NVA/PW
1 MIA 56 IWC
2 NBC 11 CSWC

d. LOGISTICS.
(1) General,

(a) During the repating period, the division G-4, and the
division Suppart Com:and provided logistical planning, direction and suppart
for the following operations:

1l Tacoma 15 Feb - 30 Har

2 Carentan I & II 1l Mar -~ Present
3 Delaware 19 Apr - Fresent

4 Division move to I CTZ

(b) The move of the division's administrative and suppat
elements to I CTZ presented several problems, due to the limited use of Fhu
Bai Air Field, and the congested condition of Route 1 from Da Nang to thes
Phu' Bai area, and North. Close coordination with Marine Forces prrowided
for the movement of over 1300 troops, 600 vehieles, and over 9,000 tons of
organizational equipment by sea and air to Da Nang, and North to Phu Bai
by sea and overland,

1l ELlements of the following division units were involved
in this move:
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I

HKC Division and. attachments_

Division Artillery - ,

lo

101st Aviation Bn

o

T

2/17th Cavalry
801st Maint Bn

lo

)

326th Engincer Bn
101st Military Police Company

I

HHB 2/11th Arty

Suppart Comand

[ o

2 Unit personnel and vehicle s convoyed from Da Nang to
Phu Bai and Camp Xa~le ’ with security bein; provided by 2/17th Cav, and
B/1/17th Cav, iarine Surrari arencies in the Da Nanz area provided billeting
and stz:-ing areus for these convoys.

Unit equipment, not dble to be carried on the troop
convoys was staged at pier/dock sites anc.then moved North in the following

ways:
& IST or ICU to Hue Ramps, or Tan :y ramp.

b Convoyed Narth by 2} ton truck assets levied from

division units,
(2) logistics Operations

(a) General: During the reparting period covered the 10.5t -
Airborne Divisioén participated in 4 major operations in which the 1l0Olst
Airborne Division Support Command provided the necessary cambat service
suppart to insure the accomplishment of the assigned mission. The basic
concept for the supportinz of the Division remained tne same throughout the
whole time frame, The concept included the disposition of Forward Support
Elements consistinz of a Haintenance Flatoon, a iedical Coupany and a Supply
Detachment which acco:ipanied their respective Brigsdes to their bases of
operations, The size of the .iedical Company renained the same on all occas=-
ions, however the size of the liaintenance Ylatoons and the Suyn1ly Detach:ents
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varied in accoiviance with thf dn tance of thﬂ Brigade Base Camps frou the
Bien Hoa Base Canp and whether a not the lst lLogistics Command placed an
FSA at or nea the Drigade Base «f Operations, In cases where a Division
Tactical Command Post was used a logistical Operation Coordination Center
was established at the location,

(b) Dispositions:

1 During Operation Tacom: (movement to I CIZ)

Organization Location Supporting Agency location
1st Bde FSE Phu Bai FLCC=A Phu Bail
TF Lane Camp Eagle
2nd Bde FSE 1Z Jane- 'TF Munoz Quang Tri
1Z Sally TF Mc Donald Camp Kvans
3rd ¥ls FEE .Phuoc Vinh Log Cimd LSA Phuoc Vinh

(KOTG: Class II & IV TOME items from Pien Hoa and repair perts from Bien
Hoa then Canp Zasle s Jaintenance Bn Closed Camp La le) - _

2 During Operation Carertan I & II 7 Operation Delaware:

Organization Locetion Supporting Agency Location

1st Bde FSH Fhu Bai TF Lane Camp Eagle
2d Bde ISE 1Z Sally TF Mc Donald Camp Evans
3d Bde FS2 Fhuoc Vinh Loz Cmd LSA Phuoc Vinh
3d Bde 82d Abn FSE Fhu Bai TF Lane Camp Eagle

DIOC was initally set up at Camp Eagle during the latter
stages of Operation Tecoma and it gradually expanded into a Support Command
forward as the desired elemsnts of the Suppart Comnand closed at Camp Eagle,
during the initial stares 6f Operation Carentan. Included in the Suppart
Comand forward were elements of the DSO, DIEO, and DTO, :

(3) Iuaintenance: :

(a) The 801st .aintenance Bn supported the Division operations
br utilizing the Farward Support Maintenance Platoons piaced in direct suppart
of the organic Brigades. The Grow.d Maintenance Compny (=), the Trans-
portatiar Aircraft MNaintenance Company .and the Bn Headquarters ‘remained at
Bien Hoa uniil the latier pa tion of Operation Tacoma whence they disjilaced
forward to Camp Eazle
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3. SECTION 3, HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMEMT OF THE ARMY SURVEY INFORMATION.

a. Confidential msg #42434 from AVHGC-DST, Subject: Tactical Cover and
Deception, DTC 2711132 March 1968, recquested data from preparing agencies on
Cover and Deception operations conducted during the period.

b. Throughout the reporting period,the 10lst Airborne Division has teen
actively engaged with enemy forces both in I and III CIZ's. There has been no
requirement for overt deception operations at Division level other than normal
security and countazrintelligence measures taken consistent with the curzant
operational missions. One such technique utilized by Division forces has teen
that of carrying 4-5 days rations at the beginning of an operation. The tech-
nique reduces tle necessity for daily helicopter resupply. It allows the maneu:
elements *o operate more freely without telegraphing their direction and rate of
progress by dally logistical sorties. It further reduces the necessity of ra-
locating daily, night defensive positions, when resupply is accouplished late ir
thz afternoon.

c. During the period 25 March through 28 March, the 10lst Abn Div did ;ar-
ticiapte In a Corps level deccption plan IAW Annex H to Provisional Corps Vietn.
OPORD 3-68, dated 16 March 1968. Th:. plan was designed to convince the enemy
that the main thrust of FCV attack would be in the Dong Hoa area and to the nort
and further to decelve the enemy on the lst ACD‘s plan to attack west along Rwy
to relleve the Khe Sanh combat base. The concept of operation as it applied to
the 10lst Abn Div was to move one rifle company and a Siinal Detachmert to vic
Dong Ha. The Signal Detachment was to transmit radio messages simulating au
Arrival Airfield Control Group such as would be conducted if the 24 Bde, 10lst
Abn Div were moving to Dong Ha. The rifle company was to conduct operations in
the villages and populated areas, so as to obtain maximum expestire of the Screar
Eagle Patch and give the impression that a much larger force was in the area. |
airborne rifle company and 15 personnel (1 Off and 14 Zf from the B.501st Sign:
Pn moved by air from Hue/Phu Bai Airfield to Dong Ha on 25 March. Two AN/VRC-4!
radios and one AN/ARC-121 radio group accompanied the signai personnel. Operti:
control of the Task Force passed to CG, 3d Marine Division upon arrival at Pong

d. The 15 personnel were located in two different locations approximately 1¢
Km apart. This was done so that all the radio signals would not emunate from t!
same location. The signal team was to sinulate the following radio nets:
(1) 24 Bde Command Net
(2) 2d Bde 2dmin Net
(3) 24 Bde Intel net

(4) 1/501 Bn Cmd Rec



