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DEi~.t~ n'rc:TT a_;· TIE JJ'Jff 

HeadqU8.rters, 101 st Assa\.'.l t Ilelicopter i.Jc.ttclio:. 
APO Sa.:1 Fro.ncisc0 96383 

TIL:~U; Conr.A9.ndi_r1g Officer 
16cth Cornbr·.t Aviation Grou'IJ 
1C:1 st :..ir Ca ve.l.ry Divis ion 
.A:f O Sen Fra:1c1sco 96383 

TG: Co'.J.''~Do.ing Genol"e.l 
101 st Air C2.vtlry Di vision 

TTIT: AC of S, GJ 
APO San Francisco 96383 

. 'o..CTe of Cher8. tion: S Q·L}l.SJ.:;T FLLIH ' 

25 August 1968 

~. D~.tes of Oper2.tion: 040900H August 1~"68 tlll'u 202L~OH August 1S68 

J. Y,oce. ti on: ~.'l:. • 2_ 1_ ~.. 2.nd Vicinity, ihcl ud.inp portio" s of T..:oc . .:i::1 . .; , 
.f.:.<GVIi'TC/.; sbo\m on Viet.':2.m 1: 50,000 l·1a.psl1ee.ts: 6J+L~1 IV, 6441 I, 61-i-/:2 IE, (!:,4.1 
i:I, 6541 III, 64/_,"2 II, :-~1.0 6542 III. 

LTC 

Co: i.' -:::--.::cl 1 - ·· r·_:-..J_;.., 

1 UH1II Console (lJ:1 ··: , Flt Oi:-.~1~ 1.)fr) 

St;:~gcfield Corm1li..'. '<J:::, 1 'in ~~11 ; 

Bn Forw·rd CP (T> 1 i<:n : 01·-. · • J_, Cl''•''O i:\,jef: :;;:1; CO) 



25 August 1968 
°'Jer.:.tion :.fter. ction :t'~eport O.~e:··tjoD Som8rset ~·lc:in (Cont 1::3. 

R"tttalion f'..j d :. tc.tion 

Bottolio;' ~)Cr~.tio:-, Ce::1t:1· 
Reserve .·.irci·.-.ft (Consoles; 

1 O uH1 H Trooriships 
1 U:'.1 H Maintenance I~ecovery :..:1i : 

c. Comn221y B 

1 5 um I-I Troopships 
1 TJH1 H i:=-.L11.tcn2nce I:.ecovery .Shin 

15 UII1 H Troopships 
1 iT::1 H k.inten.;uice ~.ecovc:iry Ship 

16 FH1 C Gtn1ships (2 : tt2.chef from 229th ~-~sJ.h Hel B:1, 1st L~ r C.~.v Div) ,-

f. Composite Com··Y!1Y (ot-::.;;.ched f::com 22S'th ~\slt Hel Z:;:i, 1st >r C.~.v:,piv) 

10 1:r1 H 'I':'ocpshi11s 
1 ·. II1H l'i2.inte:1cric:· Eecove::.3r Shi:J 

L-• B 12·oo~, 1/~ Ce.vo.lr:•, 1st . ir G. vc:Ll_ry Di vis:i_on :;rov:· c'cc. essec"'.ti-.1 
SUp,~oi·t o.u:d.i1(; both the pli'.2F:inf ~·-~x1 c::eci:ti'."!1 p~1.:'S8S of th5.S o·,~e::_·~ tiOl"'.. l,le.i-· 
sou ·.·ith :3/1/9 Ccv before the ope:· tion :,rj c:1drc. 'mch ns:fti.l inf ore;..: tioE rcJ.L.· ~~-~ 
to e~'.Qci~.r c_;-::ti--z·.i ;·c: ·ft we~nons )OSi tio:1s .:-no ctc::::-e~-:t ,-.ttc·r··1s of cno;·i." troo; 
.-ct \-j_t:" ::; the-_:.. &::i.:.u -Vcf.'~ll y. -3ec.-.,_._scc ";;/1/S C:·v ,,-s unc'er 0:1or2.tio~.l col'.trol 
of t.'li.~ 101st .i::.· C:-wJ.Ty Divisio 1 fo:.:·: ')Cr:i.od 'l:iofore; ?nr:I t::c:oc1.fl:out Dj_»r~.t~ 
.,:.;:::.;rse-t .clnb1: the ur!it 1·c.s 2.n e:ccelle t sotu:c8 of intel!.igence :~ o:.iC.l"'Y 
C'.'.'.::t2.vj ty 3/1/9 C2.v .-.Tovic1 ec1 :L-::port~.nt st1p~)ort to tl1e 101 st ; s.se.ul t Eelico::i-
ter 82.t·:2.lion by sc1·cening the fl: 11ks .-nc', i-ecoff1oi teri}1f :.~18 d of 2.i.r ::-ss2.ult 
fo1°1110.tio:is uithin the ;" ; '.;.c.u V;:.lJ..c.y:. 1'hP unit 2.lso e.ssistc~', on reruest, ;:;y 
e.cl13inc t~1e 1;0 sidcrc-' ··e ueir:ht of its fi:rEr1011er to th·t of orge.nic 101st ··sr>11Jt 

:Ielico·-te:,· r> ttRJ. j on G· .. msh:i r:1s. 

b, 1\11 st ·cir C. v.:ilr U~v"_sio:-:'. 
t>e ct -r;:f_'i cld ,,t Fj_re ~::. nno~:t TJ;-sr 

Fp-:ort ::om;·12•1r' ::-sl:.:~.bl.i.0hrd :-n1i ope-.c.ted 
L··r1ii".'.~h '"'.I (YDS1f"1 n6). ;'~~i'~· ry mi_;:;·-r:n·t 



:. ".,,r'L'...... ... ~·~-.. ~::.-.~ 2 5 l~11.e:11s t .. : ~· ~·~ 
s·cBJ::XT Corrh?.t ("J)er ·.ticm l"fts:;:· ~cti::-n D.B"~ort 01er2.tinE : 0 1nerset :J_o.i;-i (Cont 'dJ 

provided ::-.t ~Oi:i.':'Lu:.c:l1."'.I.1 11: s c:-:· ·c-.t.J~1 ~-':· .'.'~:. :--,f .~ .. ~::~:-.-. -;,:. ~---~;r_,_L,c; s1·~:f,·cns, stehil­
izc.tio1: of so"}_ for rote.:::: '.rir< ::.i:.'c:.· f·t:, o·-.::.:.::::.ti~;!:: L,_st.-lLtion :-·•c oDcr:tior.. 
of 2.ircr:-.:Ct :· :.:';_:elinG fc-.c:iJ.i ti'.r:: r · 'C'=_l - :: ···r·r·vj_sio'.. fo:· '-'cnretr:1ec1ts for 
c.n1ed l10J.ico;:·l:,8:;: · rn.nmi·:~:1 --u. 

- t 1 f l . t . ' ~ , 'I , h .-. • ' ' . I:, • r. ' 1 . h . ~ c. "~c:.. ... 1 :1ce::-s e.~ J.'1:-::s c -~-::::- : '..)·"·.; __ v0l11:::i ·..,: .. vi·· ior. "'r·o1.:p cst.,~o J_S 8G <'.'1 .... 
oper.:-.ted · ir tr· f:Pic control ~·.-1( ,_·r1.viso:;.7 fo.cil_ i·C-io~· t V1r:; stc.~efielo .::i.:.10. c.t 
key fire sup·-ort b .ses tJ:u.·ouc.:ho·~-t • ~:o'-·.:-.'tion Goooroc-:0. pi P.in# :!;1. ::·.dr1 ition, 1 :'.-.Oth 
Combr.t 1'.vi: ti on G1·01~' . :-. :·.hfinder s prov.i dc:d effctt.i ve c.:,~·,t:._'ol of l: !•Cli:1g zones 
2.n<:' ~:r.h,· :-'os~ for helicopt0T corap2.n:r ~-nd h_-tt~LoD si, ... 0 ,s c-.nlts .~Yl e::tr·ct-
ions. 

d. .v,~.c1.~-=-tion of c1o·.·,ie6 <:.:1cJ 0.is:>-_ed .·il'c:c.-ft 1:: s ;1e:i'.".:for'.116'.~ o~r th0 159th 
.t~~ss2tll t , ·"1oj_·t ~~elicopter Be.ttc.lion, l 'Oth Comb t Avi ~t:i on G1·ou;-J. 

e. ; ieO.ic: 1 ev,· .CU..."'. tion 2.ircr.:St u:-.:c. c P'-'OV~c' c;rJ by tl'-8 5C'th ; :::c1ic.~J. Dc::t c'.":·10~- t 
(:·Ielico·'kr !·;·abul;cncc) t:rirou.f:hout the; operc.tior1. 

f. Fire SU)lport foT . ir o.ss.::c'l t 01x:r·.tions 1'2.s rov:'..c'l'."ci ~):· Dj_vision .:1.rtil­
lery cI10 tl1e U115.tec1 St:.tes Lir force. 

r;.. :~ ·) c~'U~; 1!l ... inte;1 nee recov017 c::-·v11ility >r,~.s -,rov:•r'~-c~ 1-:i;· :/5TC 2~.tt-:'..ic 
101 st i:.i:c C~v.-.J:-y Division. 

8. Int8].li~r'nce; Tho L .SJ:r.n V".lle · conrrlex is one of t)~o 1 J:-;_·cst ,·: :' '.11ost 
conccntr t.;r cnomy logistic 1 b se ·-rs-: s 1mo•:n. to exj_st ia E:outh Viet E:: .,_ 'i'>­
.r:..rc:.~s of [:1·0.:tsst e:10my ·ctivity ,.,.re vicL:ity of .. Sh:.~', T:- :;:-:.:t, _:_ J,0u~ .:--.:11j L~ 
Dut. The 0:1emy is lY:liove· to 11:-VG m·jo:r .~rkor~ r·.rtilJ_Ol71 5nfc~.n.b7 -::-nc1 su•:-:o:·t-

ng u..!15.ts in P:1d •_r: und the V[1.lley. Of p rticul -,r inte:ces-!.:. is t~:G presc:1ce :,f the 
2G0th J~r Dofc·!s8 jlap.i r!lcnt n the• VcJJ_c:)". 'l'h:: presence of .'.;c. efi:"ect->'v'.':l nnti­
~ircr:ft c::-·-,c1::jJ_it:y- i,r'S conf5.:ruGc1 '::!oforo t~o a~)r::r-rction 1':;.' -:·.~10 lose of 't'!.::'.'S.: J::j;'!. 

r)crfo1·r: :1co .·)rc1·::.ft> o~Je o. ch o~. lJ :!0 2i Jtily c~:,(~ 2 --~-rnst 1Sff, s vell 
2::; tuo ;J/l/f? C,~.v heliCO':"'t'.?o:-S shot GO' :n clli: :i.11!; lc;\1 ·:_e;v;-;l :'8COU"'Cj_s;: nee SOL"cth 

of t:w '1'.· :D t -·~irst:::ii) on 2 '-'f,Y-st 1'?'8, '-:-,t).-2.ircr:--.ft \:c:---.ons believ:~u. to 
be 1·-, r~c in t:1e W'llc;r r[1.'.iPG fro111 lipht c:.:, o'l.''.tic 110: o:'l.s t~1ro1.1r;1 23 m~ J?m:·' 

'"'(~ U:.' to 57F'.f'.' c·1_i.:1S, 

c;. -.iss:i O~' - rc11e ~:i S' j 0'-1 C·f t~1(3 F"lst .. SS 1_J_ t '.'.slico::;"rnr :3[ t-~~. }_ion .,. s to 
GXGc tG t~.-1:_, ,_1,.!. s.~._-,_1)..lt of t1.ro ·._.:=) ~.-~~::f~.-.1tr:~ ~:_t-':,-}.~·-o~s ir~t.o ti,.70 l::-:c1i~·,.·-· ·.:~on s i~:. 

t:ie .. :.h 11 '1:-_l_le-· on D !J- y : nc' ~,: c_-._ss ult '.;i·C.;1 h'O ·=.v · D.:-·t:,-:~.-lioris on D--'.·1, Th2 
1 Ci st !;.s,': 11l t ~!oJ. ico ~tcr Dz- C. (.: L.0~1 ,;r_s fu.rt!1o:c d.crt: c:. to be ·::.. ep:.:cod t·:> ezccutc 
t.l.1c o.~u· ._~_s'. .:nut of ,"' rcinforci21~ ~x tt2J.:i •D. into tbo V-'.'l ey, T8')0sition cor..p:-.ny 
si:·c- tmJts ··5.t11:JJ1 the v..::,r1.e7~ .:;·cl ~·c:co;"1'1l. i:-h ck.:!.ly lor:'st:c.:J. s~~--r;)-O:C't of u.o-_:i.ts :3:­
the \'-_l 1 .c~·. In1:1lior.:~, l:iut r1ot i~-,'1('.cifiod ~J .. , t~1c: 160th f,.i;-_i tio11 Croix) 1"J'eT-tj 011 
L!-c"::.:r, 'tr s tl1e FLi_ss~·1..olJ to e:;ctr ct bot:1 ,;,l_ ..= .. :ic} · \:'~ ~ ti0oops froin t110 _ ... :-:iJ:i. · u :T· ... lle.~,;- c 

10. Co~cept of tho Q~er~tion· 



S tJBJ :::X: T: 

PJ..,,.c~.-: I \Io t t t r · .·.t f-'.-1 uour, th": B:'.t ... v~,i·on Vor··~~c· W>-1..... L' VetJ.en 0 h 6 .._· t.2.f inc hI'CU. . - ·- n _,, 0 C.!J. • . .,.__ 

CP opened c.t Birr:-0 nt:;h.:-.m. Cor;mY~::~:'.n~: ;:-.t H-22 m.:i.2-ci.1 tes, <"'.Ss::-.ttl. t holicopte:..· comp~.i::' 
bee:e..n P.rrivi....ng tt the Eirnlinfhc.rr0 :'."r~-, '.>:, rcf.iold ;_·t two r~imite interv-:ls. By r-r...-, 
o.11 nsso.ul t helicor»cers c.re closed 011 the s·C<~;'c ficJ.ci ~ ;xl L.2.ded or 1 00.di!lf:. 
Concurrc:.:rtly, heli co-."\tcr gunshins c..rr~ >.'G .. t ·~. r<J~1c1 ·:vm's poi:Yt 2.lonp the route o:: 
flipht jn:::t short of t:1e first l ·ndil"1~· ~one. .cp. :re · :i.·:c:.." ft m:·;,.·sh~lJ nc~r the 
.i3r.ttc-..lion Ciy:i~r;-.tions Center. '11hs S"1okeshi1., c.r:civos on ft·tjon; with t).1e co!ll•cnr 
o.na control ship : n i)()si tion to obser,'e tho <cs· i..11 t • 

. dt~s;; II; : ssc.-.ul t en D DC".y. Cor:i.mP }Ci!.'lf, ·~ t I!-16 ru:".1.'.tcs, 2.sr~.u1 t comp:mic 
bef~n liftinc: off Birrn: ngh2.m st:~ Pf:i.cld wHJ.1 ~.n L.f.:'.·try bP. tt.-.lion in flishts :­
five , ircr:~ ft c.·.t one mi;:mte intc-,rvcls. F.:i.yjng ;rest -1-d -lo:::!.~. : :ro11te r"e!!orr.11:: 
for-1:ing P.oi..~to ;'.1547 ,.,_nd 547L to LZ;'.11 2.t the T~~ ~>t hstril), the ::-.ir collL-.n o~ 
50 troopshi-,_1s picks nD r.unship escort 2.t ;:-1 1:-.inute, whe:1 srtir.cry prcp~rn.t::i:;:y 
fires shift from thP l-.nc'11ng zone to ~mpnorti::ir fjros in the ::rrP.c· L:'.te vic:·:nit~­
Ls c.rtill.epy fires s~1ift, escort helicoptr.r f.l'nshi~)S pl-co su;J-res:- i vc fires I"', • 

.-~10 :TouJ:d t>e 1.-nct ::ig zone as they leo.d thf'.'· troopships :i.il. Lt :~ Ilou:r '.)n r. J> 
t:1e le d e_ss"ul t c-. .::rcr2.ft lends on tl1e firFt l.:c.:iding zone, fol".m!ed . t on-3 :"i -­

i_•t3::.·v-ls by the rem2.ini~1[. troopshi,..s while ::r1i,.1ships provide socl..i.r·j.ty -.,_ 0u.'"l-:.~ _, 

., , ;.t the c:);'lpletion of the first l3ft. ,- second lift is m-de L":.to the S,'.'-'~ 
· 1 co1.n.pl ·tj.ng the /J::-.tt:-.lion movement. .t.ftc;;.· the s9co~1d lift, .-11 C'.i:..·c:;_'.':'.J ·;:. ·: 

:·-f·i:.clod, ro.,..osit:oncc-1 2:,d shut dolm for ra·'i:Jten.-:-.::ice ·::!d cornbr'.t d:::.e:r:c .i:.·.:-:"•c-::·: 
:;_;,.!c,1cing 2.t H-:-2 hwrs 14. Ulinutes, tlio le::.~. :.srtu.lt troopships .:.g~·J.7'. li .. '·c · 
. 7f ~ 1':.inghe.m Stagoficld, ·.·5.th o. st:cond lll!antry br·.ttc.lion c-.:·d -:-rrivc ,-t ~ '.:.:'."' 
.:-~370008), vicL:ity of A Lot~i -~irstrip, at Ht2 h01 .. ·rs 30 r.d.nutcs. Follo;;:. 
~:-::-::; s:·.ne pl·~.ol :::.s fo:..· LZi~1, the sC:co:1d infr'J1try b:.tto.lion is o.ssc.'\.'J .. tel' int.J l.J 

· two lifts. Li.rcra.ft return to refuel :'.fte the foisth lift c.ac3 st2:'.·' 1~fr 
• ~U rclc•.:- :::ed. • 

.f}li~[-. .G III-~~s::.~ult on I>-:-1: Sk.p)ng 2,s on DD.::-_,., 1...sc~ult foto :::. c1es:ir:n.··~:-c". 
, ~.th two ~:1.c >l:.'dio:1s ~t T Tino on D-:-1, co1?p1 ct7ns: in t-.. 'o liftr; cf' )0 
r ·s 11i~'S i'~' fl: c•Lts of five t.:i.i·cr::-.ft e~ch t o~:.r: ''" :rntc '•.ntcrw.ls. 

:;~I-LS: IV. ~,;,:r.qinly, .8.oinforcoment, ~·-~10 Lopos5t~or:.~: Ire c i?.t'.:!ly fol~_,-, 
.:~.c :X:V. c.s~ --t..!. t r.:' l-: 1, cc": 0•1cc lofiftic~ l resup -·l~· of uri.its iL ~•. ~:h u \ 
<. ~.:i.1· :i iftirc~ : , ""l.:i_cs f:..·c:.111 fo: .. 1.r: rd fir'' E-1') ·o:ct :>· SG8 to 1mi t :~oc ·:i::ms. 

~:..-~.,,.rec'!. to l'~:- '·''' t·~ J _ _i_;~1 i· :;_r1fo:cee".1r:-.nt L1to -~"''· ·:. V llc:;r o·:"', .,, .. 
.. c. ~10tic0. e 1>:. c·,-,.' tc ·· -:.~.'·::.: 0:1 C·"'i: ~r;~1 - sJ.'70 L"":~: i_: il·~c V'.·JJ.ey c•~ or 

:,lionc f:fo · 
:. ;:i ty· 1lopl1.~:.. .-\_·)ion ..) 

i i:-'OOjJS 5.µ:; !' - ¥ :· ct °f~ 

j_n tL.G v- : .. . ;:_j - -l·(· c ·i :1i t-,. .. "I,_': 

':',r~e lifts 'SiE. _:.1j:c't'" f.:l.vr· :: 

o t-i:..[l_lion from de0i ,o.n tod ,: 7 , L~ 

·11 • :.::Xe cut.ion: 

( ' 

CCO"l)JL ::::-::··( 

10 E inf·.~., i-T~: 

v· } r-. ,,._ ·1 ~,y:; ·I .;·1.f', zr~f._:_c; 1,_rj C ..... 

!.l f._-,- . l_j__1·+ .. ~- l_ .. .B.} '..~ tl1i:_ .. -:,~_,. f~. 

~)[' t. -;- I 1 ··- S 1 ~· (, ~ (~8 s:i_~_~'l - -c ::-·,::, 
-D. .;_·_,· c11 t·-tt·.-Jj__,_y1 -~:o . ,,.., ··'.-:~:· r~t:;d :i.~1 

~ t}J3. .. J.1 2:..-;-2 .~ e:{·,·1·· ct one -_·: · 0 tr~;-

~- '-1l v~··.l~_e-:'" to .·/~ \T_~_ci1!.it:r Vc'~-.J..··~- ~ 



r cor~ Fl DEN-f IAL 
Co~.lb · t Ol~cr.~.t5.on ~ .::::tcr f.:..cti01' r..:,""'lo:;·t O"'er~.ti0~1 

o..cco,,,.plishe? vie. org:--.nic .~irc:•-ft cxcc:)t for the foncrd st-g'"':fiold -p-rty c.:1d 
br.".ttclion com--.:--.::-id po~;t, 1.d1ic~1 r1is;:ilC' eccl f:cof'"\ h·J;r.c o:k.tion t C:-m11 .'.;."'"'..e;le (YD80816.3) 
to r:B BirrrJnch::'.n by ri.otcir v~l1icle 2~1c~ 2.i:''Cr['_ft, : u~·:)o::t of the sk.[!cfield 
p·rty, which opcrc.t·;d ::-t rTyins st:c---,:-tl:s t~nrou;:._01.-t th::: ··•or:i.od covorer11)y Sor,rr­
sct I·lcj_·, 1rs .·ccom"' ir,hod O;y OY'' ,:c _·_,·er ft 8ff"Y'l8- 1 8 1tu' by ;-10tor vehicles. 
Tho 'Jl.~:·i1cd se of sscort gi.mshi·• hclj_c.:Y:>V; s, ·rti.12.c:ry ·:~(3 t'ctic-1 :'.fr suppm.·t 
w'.s conve:·-,_t:· on::-1 - ·,CJ. f c: t:1rccl ::10 i1-i::ov ~ions to citrro::-it coct·in8.. · hilc.:. mov:i11g 
c.l:·n:- flipht ro tcs be:t1re2:: the I/,: :i:·Cl ~~, 1 : •. und'Js·ro.:c.';"' 2.lt5tud0, v·ryinr b0-
twcc·n 500 ::.r:d 10CO feet .ir-:.s 1..'.Sod. 'f~1is 1,:.-.s c'oer:cC:. -~:c '18[:.t co1:irse of ~ction, 
sii-i_ce :ctillery · 2.z::-.rds ·)roh ~:;i tN1

• £1.ie·~-,t " o' ~ 150' fc:'ti '.:1.d the niered tcr­
i'C'in n:cClc :1~.n of t;1c e rtl'l flyine im·r:·.ctic.~1.,lc, Th:couc·ho·'t tiw oper:-_t:ion on 
, DAy, there: i..cs 01113' one :incidence of e::::-oimd fi:.~o lor:.~ t':ic fL~cht roi.i_te ··e..·r 
J?~B Son (lu/~72012), bi.;t the::te w::.s no ·.ircr.-ft a,~!;1.~' 8, :~n D-:1, it ·T'.S pos:-::ible 
to rc-.ise flir;ht route -~-~ titude o.boYEl -_500 fo2t t.bsohtG, :--.:•cl thi.s 11·.s n:co <!rly 
coordi1K.t2d ~nd .~.cco -,~lishcd. There w-ere ~'o inciClc:nccs of ·romxl fi!·e ::lo:1z the 
fli£~1t rol1_te on D+1. On this aper. t·on: ...,, .. r~~ oftl1c fom· <".ss:ult holidopt3r 
COi'.'.~'<.".;1ios :~-irovidod its 01r.:1 JJ\'::'.inte;·. ~nee l'8Ccivcry escort ·.ircrdt. Al thocJf:h thosr 
·.ir·cr:.ft ·.re not ('.Ci1cr~-.J.ly specified .s " ::_rccss:-.ry co ;~lcment to -~.ssc.1.U. t h0li­
coptc1· conp:.ny opo1·~tions, it is csso·1ti~J. t') th;, T):.ofcssio"1·l, G~~"Jcditious 
r2covory of clo··ncd c.ircr::-:.ft. Tho presc~1ce of t'-!o comf>c.ny 1 s own n- int:m 'llce 
recover~~ cd_1'cr.'."'.ft if .inmort-.nt to the c.ircrcw r.1or;:-.le, p~'.rtict.U.,:.r~y on h_.~_::;:'rd­
ous missions of the typs: discussoo hero. P: ovis.'< on for ocv'r:-.1 ;·1t.L1tc 112.ncc 
rccovc17 .::-.i::c:i:-:ft c.lso gi vcs the c :r--~:ility for co }CU.r:""mt ffi1U ti;:il'."_, :.i.rcTc.ft 
rccov0:..·;· c.:1r1 cr;1erpency medic:;.l :v:cu-tion without dc;:criviug the b.·.tt:-:-.lio~1 of c.. 
c o~~ ti;mcd «r . .:. n tC'nc.nce r o co very C::'.. pu. ~:; 5 li ty. 

b. 

(1) ,~1c_n i_.3 · nd Pre :-:T '.tion On 18 Jd~r 1°62) initir.l coo~c'dir:}t·.on 
\K.s effected bohrecm tho }Cl .~slt He:1 fa-,_ SJ o.n.d the 12.t Drie;-.c<c S3. Dm·jng this 
ncctine, t~18 f·cner:-1 rov.: .. _-_ t ctic.:'.l pl:-~n w.s discUBsod~ ·)ossiblc l:·:,.:ii:f! z-:mc 
.~_:._·0,-.s \TC:i'.'C co: sir"eT:.·d, •d J.c,r stic::'.l s; -. ·ort rerT, r-"r.1e:1ts ve: . .-e outl:U.186. G.1 ~-9 
Jc.11y, :-,r O)eJ~- tL•n ~'ch•·clule w:::.s roceivsd fron 1st Br:i.-:;;-clc 'Tllich ciuti:~~-:-:d c.s:o.· c.it 
11elico~~t r J_j_ft ro· u J cn-nt2 to of:::'ect t~1s :·.o-rs"ti':1.li:i.r; of troo s to cxccn-~,e th"­
opc· t:'._ n. 'l'h:"cs jncluclc.:d t:1:: est-~:iljs;~·.:c:1t of fo1tr 1'irc ;_"'pDort L:-.scs on the 
c.-stc:-r2c Eide of tho ~h2.l1. 1r·1lev. o_,_ 20 J,-J~r) rc'lr~sc:1t tivcs of the loOth 
vi~·cjc:1 Groi1p; 159th ,'..S::s.J, lClst :'J·:m, Divisio:: S11.n m:-·c Co~·~rPd, Dj_vis:i.on 

_.-;r!r~i·11co1'"'s '"' .. id i~~t Eri[:-·dle rast .t I1'2B Birrn.j118h;··;~: ,~.n~i joj-=.1tl:r ct.:·z-·c1 cd upo~). the · 011.-

r::lr::-.l l·:,ro"c't r_i 11-tili 2.tion of t'-:.o st::-.~:of;cld f cjlit to : .. e co structcr' :~t 
Bhn :t;)l.~.m t~' s JY""OTt O··oL"":"t 0:1 Sor:1e1~sot ~: 1_nin. 0.-:: 22 July, constructio;:. of th2 
St:-Lnfidd '''.S b~·l'.n. On 23 ,hu:." c. conference 1.'S ·1c:'rl \y he C1 , E"3 ~ll.d ;:2 
of the 1C'1lst !~I:, 1st Brig ,1c Corn 2;1c.~crj .SJ r;-,_r' Sil~ ·1-,_ri the 16oth 1~.vi,-tjon Grm .. i_· 

S3. S.-x;c:··fic lc.ndJ:--.i:; ?,one loc -t5c11s wore selcctod, r..:-:.:1 ,-::1 rraed ro co·.•.:r~ s:Dc, 
to confirm those l.~nding zones so1cctcc: u::-:::1 plrnmed for 24 July. Cn 24 July 
tho rcco,!_7r.:· ss;--,•cc 1r:: s mo.do, bi.1_t the :"irstBrigccde 83 o:t' CO did not t.,cc01·1)0.ny 
t>.c l"econn2.i.sso.:1cc p-.rty. Ll'.rin? the rcc01-,_, intense hz.-.::-.vy ~~1d sFk"l:l ~·xns 
r.nticirc:i::-ft fire nas ceEtountcrecl so• th of '1'2. ·,>_t ~-~h· stri:>. B.- scd u::.:~•0:1 tl:.is 

1 t ·1 t t ··-\"'' n -'-' l" . t 'L·10" 'i QU-'-'1 c>" e:{pericnco$ p .':'J'!.S o (-.ss,··.Ll.L l10 _:·: . . 1 • 
1 r_;g '..._.\,,_ J.0:1s i11 o J.Al.1- J_ t. 11oncs s Ltl_ ,!_ 

'i~-.Bc.t .:.'c ~'..Lo j ;::-,ij:strips 1:e:ro :..: ~: si~1 Ci: On 25 July, t':c F.5rst T:r i.,;,:-cl< cc~'~ 
ducted f'.il i1:dopsl1c'lo.:Yt. rcco11Y·.-~ ss~,_nco oi' 1:::-:c-:chns: '"'.0nos Ll tho L h£'.1."''. V·1.ley, C.i 
30 J1'ly {' l.L'l~son ,,fficc:r u~s disp;'_tc~y.d f b;) t'.10 101 !~~ill to the fj_T.st Eir5;= .. c'•7• 

(' ('•\ r\ ~ ,:· ! D r ~ .. ! -r I '\ l 
1. >'ii.,_., ~--l.·. ,,,, . .......,. ,/ ; \; ~ 5 t. ~ ·- ( '-! • ! . ' ' , __ 
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25 ... uguts 1".'68 
c>mor set ?lc.i:1 ( Co:i t Id) 

Ch 31 July, en ci·;;i_cd helicopter :·co.r~;1i.J1g pobt w,·.s estb~_ishcd c.t r'SB Birmingha.1 
by the lOlst LITS. I:y 2 Lui;ust the- Brir:-.dc 0._;icr~·.tims Ordc-r w.s ;iublish::x1 .::-::d 
finc..l sr.l.:::ctio1J. of L.· x:1 in~( ~~ones r•i,:Jc. F~.n2.l coorcUn:-tion with 16oth --vi· tion 
Groun :'Z'.thfinr~o::-s 112.s effoctcr, :'. C. - fin:.l c'.J.:-,cL of F~ D Birmi:.1sh:--.m St;:".r·cfield 
fr.ciliti:.s H s uc.dc. OD .3 LUfust, fi::.::'J_ coo1'c.1.i.:1c-.tj_n;.1 uci.s effcc-t:.ed uith tho 
2/327 bf ::'.nc1 2/5n2 Jiu. The lCJ.st "~-::'.) C-·)c:..· .Lo:"s L'.rd~r 1."s fin,--.Jhed, written, 
~.:.1d publishcc1 ::·t n brLf~ng co:1duct,f -t lS'.30 hours. Pr:::scnt ::'.°6 this brief:L-ig 
were 3.'.·:'•:.·;;s:·Dt ti7cSof :-11 m1;)nO:'":.. cl L.1.:-.dts :-':·1c. f.iro SU;J ort org:.ni•::-tj O!'.s, as 
well . s 160th Avj :.timl Q:r0ui1 Eoc.dr E-J··c,~ s ·1.:1d lC 1st LITS O'Tu)Oi."din:-'to uni ts and 
st:cff. 

(2) Initinl Assnult 

(a) At 0530 on 4 August, initial USLF reconno..issance of the 
A Shau Vnlley reven.led dencc ground fog. By 0630 it wo.s nppo.re;1t tho.t the fog 
u~.s not E;oi:r:.g to lift rapidly enough to allow the U3i.F TAC prepa.rc.tory f~_res, 
n.nd a one-hri.lf hour weo.ther dclo.y was invoked, movir:e LZ time up to 0930. By 
0730, it npPonred that the fog wo..s brecJd.!!g in the ~.ricini":.y of -;_,z;:~2 tYD3'7'~08) 
hcb.r;_ tho :. Lo12i A±rstr:tp, 1Jh-i1 c IZ;:(1 (YS-425450) o..t the T:J. Bo.t Ai::-s·crip 
continued to be obscured. At this point, the decision wc.s no.de to ns sauJ. t 
LZJ'2 first, £1.nd TAC prc-pl?:X::ttory stri.:i.ces scheduled fer L7r)1 \Tere d0li vored 
c.r01.ind LZ;;.!2. Orders effecting tho cl12.~1gc uere 1·eccive0. b the lOlst '~=:'3, 2/327 
faf o.nd 2/5C·2 bf, -na the ·1oc0s c.ry c-_djust1··1Gnts ·ere r:1.:;cr~e to .:i.ss·t1J_t the 2/502 
:G1f in to L 2,)2 f iJ.~ st • 

(b) f_t 0907, the first <·.irc:;_•,ft of c. tot-1 of fifty troo·' cc.r­
rier mn.H hclicor:itors o.1-rivec1 c.t Birmii1er..:-.m 2t-c8field to loc_d trooris. Th.c 
c.ir colunn order \lr'.s A Co, B Coi Ltt:chcd Coqli:>.:c-:y (229th :.HD), Z'}"cl C C)np;:~~:r, 
Thr fir st fl gh·i:, of fi vc (.frcr['.ft L ft 0 0 off :Cirrn.:i.J.1gh.:-.:11 2. t 091 J, :follo1;e:d by 
e.dc1.itio:1-".l flirhts of five o.t o o r:lil"!ute inte:cvc.ls. Led by gt·ci1shfos c:18liver~L(! .... 

• • d fl" h·~ f tr . \.,:- ' 1 .-1, • L.'l"2 tor-~.,-, suppress1v~ f.1:;.·:).s, th0 lee. _13_ t- o 001;s,J.J s "COL.~cn2L'. c:o\-n 0"1 ·L.J;; ·='- . .J°"• 

Three lifts of troops wc:;.·c d:;li vcrc.: to t~1c lr...."ldL<['. zone uit~1out inci1:'3r..t to 
the troop c::-.r:cim s. 1:..rrncci lrnlicopt.-.:rs, hoi;over i b 'P: :.: to r-:-;ccj vc fjre from ."n 

t , . '7 - , .t:' h f . 1 . f-'- -~ - ,.., . . nose; . <'TCC' w:::.st of .i:~::: .'•:J. .:ecr the e::c· O.L t .... :: irst, _ l "' L::_v f,'Ui1s.tnp ii' . rcco1-
·,-cc3 c~l ~.b:;r • 50 01' ·:cuiv:--lcnt hi ts c.:1cl \CS fore.;~ cl0\':1 on t...h.e L/, with n 
r1.cj_Y1-'.l..1'.'0d fuel cell. ':.'he o.ircr::::t wc..s 2ubseq10.e:".tJ.y cvo.cUD.ted wi th'Jut incider.t, 
kter, lii-1 C Qlil~hip ;'.(i,71 sustc.inei thrc° Cr.l j'.) h:i.":s, d~_s:lbling po.rt of tl:c 
o.ircrdt r.rncracnt ~ystom. This nircrc-.f t 112.s r.ot fo::·cod dow:-c, c·.nd theTe V-::.:.c'c. 
~10 c-.stL'.'.l ties, 

(J) Upon complctL:.:; ·e:rn J.:.ft of the 2/502 Inf foto · L.7.r#2, tll air­
cro..ft rct'tlr!:ctl tC' I'<'Jf .. '..lol. '.Uw d0r.i2~0:1 vJO.s !!12.dc to o.ccellcro.te the refuol~_:-:i.g 
by cuttir:g out the o.i.-rr::rnft shutdown o.nd rn.o.intcnn:-lCC check. This po:rnit+,cC:. o. 
new LZ tine to be est.o.blisl1ed at 11.30 hoi.:rs which had effect of co.nccll!'g ont 
tho one hclf hour woo.ther d:;lny. Accoi\Ci.il".e;ly, c-.irci·o.ft w:·ce m.~rsho.ll,c;ri :-o.t +:he 
sto.gficld for o..ssnul t on L6i'.1 o.t tho To. Bat uirstri 11. 

(4) The first flight of five afrcru.1.-S J.j i'~ ... .a. •f'f' the sto.gfield ri.t 
i114 hours onroote to the I/~. Led by gD.:'lShips dclivo:rinf~ supprcr:::;i.vc Ure, tho 
le.o.d flieht of five m-rivod c..t the I;:, o.t 1130 hours~ Throe lifts i:or~ o..cc;.,'::"·­
lished into th.ts lc.ndin.g zone without incident, o.l thour·h rnodoro..to to hcc,vy 
N1ti-nircra.ft frrc was encountered. Agnin, o.s on J.2/(:2, gunshins took tho brunt 
of el'..emy resis°k'l.nce. Shortly o.fter tho o.sso.ult begnn, hec.vy o.u~r.i,_.-,_tic 11eo.12ons 
fire w;:i.s received from ureo.s 'fC"ilft,~~-rt 1 ~nR~'t-_l!. of t.'le LZ. UH1C gunship! 
tOf37 vo.s shot down, crn..sb lo.'1cM .. ng.i;t:PJJro~~~ ~'h'~-ndre<l :lleti?:rs north of 
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. .. 0:~S_. ,ip.. 'J. 1.·'.1 r:.;-e'..-T Wr.n :.•oC~"mJ.•od, w::t.•.1 011.0 .tn...'U'l lightly Wound.ad. Qun_., 
s~lt~o was s~c:~ 1.1:· c~~~.r fi:I'~ jc.s ~. no...""t!1---of--'l'a Bnt ~irstrip1 btlrsi; into 
£lmnes1 t.nd crashed a.pp!'oxi...."'ID.tcly /~00 r.;ot.ers north of the airstrip. .fbrle. 
seriously wounded crcwnon v:ero rocov"C:'nci, uhilo the crut•r;t_.;j f .. perished :i.fl 
tho crash. Gunship C73S suirtc:i.:..~c.:d t1.-ic1:n hi ts i;ic:1 infli€ted extonsi va motc."..i 
d[!tn:-:.p.n, c::-.using tho t.ircrci.·t to be r0tur:1'.'!d U!ldcr its oi111 ~owe:;:· to the stc.gel-. 
fih1c1. · Che ::coi..t:10 p.tn1 c~: t:1c c~;.cct :·'1·otc.: ctor of the <'.ircr--.ft com1·'·' .... dcr allfti 
shr.t~.:,.::r'."cls J.irJ-c~J_~,. '.1c·1J1;/j_::-:r. h5s1, 'l'~F r.ss·:dt of t~10 2/327 Inf on L7;//2 ~8' 
c0r.~:lr;t. ,. ':J~r 130~1 u' t.~1.-v.-c f1.1-!_·,;,~1c,:' :·· ;1c i'~ _;r:.t. ' 

(5) On 5 w;ust, :C'ii~-C,~r -'.;roo-::::h:i:;s i.;c::o .-G--in used to rss-uJ.t two 
batt"].io.;\s cf t:.10 firs-e: ·.;·~·; 8 :iJ'1::--1t. i::-1to t'..;.::: T-.Dat .'.±rstrip. The rs.<~ult, 
!Jlct:':'GQ for 0['.:0' , •.!·':.S dr,l~.~·ed by UGC.tl1o:r. ."_t 07L~5, 2. decision i-R.S 11~.do to c:qie-

d.i-;:.3 tri·:, .:-. .s2.-.ti.l t noti.'i thsto.l1dil"cf ·LlK uc:-.fo::::r dclo.~'1 -~~irc1·2.ft ·.;re rn~.rsh·'.llccl_ 
ci.l~d tho 1 ~.~::--.c1 : i:c·c~~st 12 ftc~1 of:"' t:1e st ~'cf:' nld t Dir:n.bch.~.rn 2,t 02~0 ho1 -.rs • 
. 'hilC' C:.cp:-.;-tins c:- mp ~::-.clo, Conp::.ny tro -·1sl>.i: ;:t162 rt1'~..,a1·icmco·' :::i. nowe1· loss 
:'.··cl c:.~:-sl1·x1_ oc'. t::-.~·~off destr0yj:!.!: itsr:lf .::.':.d 'CSUI :·;;9;-:2 511 the --,rocoss. One 
crcw:,_.i1~J-T 1rs ·ic:htl:.- inj'..i.:rcd i:r: tlle er.sh. );oc·us0 ~-'10 T:.B-t 1 .. irstrip w-.s 
secl'rcd b~" o. cop1po.:'Jy of the 2/327 Inf, thci"e H<·re !10 pre-;)· .rr.to:;:::- or cu::iprcsri ve 
fi::."i:;s r::c·,~t ·long the flit:ht rou-:·.e. Insertion of tho 3/1 c~:1d 2/1 -~-LV}.-l' Bnt­
t.~_l:io!!s 11s CO!:plctc-d lritbo:.~t f"ur-t~r inc~de11t i::.1 two ."fts by OC'L~5 hOi.u·s, <.nd 
<. cor::,-,,-- :y of t.!:le 2/327 fr.ti' i-r:" s lift.-:d .:\_n on the third lift. U))on tl1e comriJct:i O'.:! 

of tbis -~roo' lift, the composite compL>cl1y of troo •s'.lips from t~v~ 1st .->r Cnv 
Di vis:i.on 1/c'.s rele2.sed. 

(6) Ch 6 Ll.'{:ust, tho lc-.r.t j; 1sertion of comh-.t troops into t~'.e 
;i. Shi'.'..u V".118~' w s cc.:r. ried ot:t hy Conp .ny ;., us.in;: JO troops· i,,s ~-11d ti 10 ~'Ul1h..lllr1s. 
'l'wo lifts were m.~.de from Birrnin'.::h_-p1 skgdi0ld to T,"_7}-_t ~:~i::.·stri'_" iri th t1:Y f:i:·st 
LZ tJme .:,t OC.30 hoi..crs, with the RV";.'. Dl~·.ck F:cnt'.1c·r Compo.ny. ,, 

(7) Durill.G the cjJti:ro period of the -·"-- .S:ru. 0.:;or-- Fon, o::m lieht 
f il'c: t:-;;-_n, te:1 troo shi~1s 2.nd o:'!.e; console i.J8l'.:; coL1nj tted to tlr sup~)ort of 1st 
Brigr.c1.o .:'.lid P.VJ u::its in the w·lJ.cy. T~1cso .:.ircr2.ft performed :i_c,-jst5c&>.l su:)­
port o.d;.1~-~1istr.:-tive trooplift, corc.Ft~.nd .:.-.nd c::i;-;tro~. -.·cl Sl'-:IJP:i.'ossive fi;->.-; Sl1.pport 
H.issior:s on,- 0 .. ~ily b-s:i.s. D rin.:; t::::-sc opcr-.tio:.1s, Oi'O 3ur1sl15.p w.~.s lost with 
:'.ll for;r cr::rnr;1c;-; c1.11.:..-.i~•f; c, ros'.~·:ply cscc.:~:t ;,(· ssion, ::-.nd one troons~-d-!< \CS lost 
due to 2. 1)lnde s-Cril:c on : rcsn;iply I!li..ss.5 on. In :?.d('i tion, four More troo -ships 
were hit by e:'l~ii.~r fi3.:e di..lTi:![; r:"'s p".'ly r.t ssions} ot"c sust'.:'.incd hits while 
pickir-~r; up tToo:rs ,c-_1,d o.l!ot~!C'r troo~:-iship was st.·uck by eroundfire wh:U.e ·"orform­
j_n8 c_ visii_~J_ roco;LlZ'.iss.'.nco rrission. This bran- ht the tot::'l c.'.:.su~.1 ty count for 
c:-.irc:r:ft -;-,(. pcrsoel'rlcl -'-.o: 
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Injured 
Kil:.ed 

· 25 August 196£ 
~Ulla Mite~ Aetieit l" .. p-;ertL~eution-Somer-set-!lain (C02:1t 1d) 

Ho~tile 
5 
5. 

10 

C~f,tt!\1Tf A.t 
Q 
1 

Tu.tal. 
6 
5. 

11 

(8) On 17 Aurust, the extra.ction of troops from the A She.u 
Valley ber·2.:i -with the wi thdra'WC',l of the ilRVN Ble.ck Prmther Com:.iany in one lift 
of JO a.ircrcl't from a pickup zone c.t YC44f3924 to the Hue Citadel Airstrip at Hue 
City. This oneration "WC.s e.."'Cecuted at 0730 hours without incident, except that 
thc,cor: ~d and control ajrcrt.ft eJ--peri need complete hydraulic failure t.t 0720. 
A precantionary landing was accomplished at Birminghc.m stngefield nt 0735 
~ithout incident. 

(9) On 18 AUfust, the 3/1 and 2/1 .ARVN Infantry Bat 0·alions were 
extracted from PZ' s YC448924 and YC443923 in four lifts usi·,g 33 troopships to 
LZ .Ann at YD562025, vicinity FSB Veghel. This ·xtro.ction wnsraccomplished with­
out incid--nt although 60rmn \i>Ortar fire hf'.d been received in the PZ e.ren 
within the pnst 24 hours, e.nd some enemy f:L:'c was encolll!tered by elements of 
B/1/9 Co.v scree--,ing south 0£ the PZ 's. 

(10) Following is c. "l:.2,bule.r SU'l118.ry of 1Q1st ich'"S Operntion.e 
du-r-ing Opere.t:i<:>n Somerset Plain: 

(n) Hajor Combe. t Assaults 
Ma .Iime. fZ L.Z. ~Jl:ono:x: :ted IhJi ±, Enz. 
4 Aug 09.30-1030 YD71810t YD.375008 2/502 Inf 540 
4 AU£ 11.30-1400 YD718106 YC425950 2/327 Inf 540 
5 Aug 0835-0945 YD718106 YC425950 1st AEVN Div 960 
5 Aug 0945-1015 YD718106 YC425950 1/327 Inf 130 ,. 

7 Aug 0900-1130 YC425950 YD.377010 1/327 Inf 140 ·l .. 
8 Aug 0900-1100 YC42.3950 YD.377010 1/327 fof 125 
10 Aul? 0°00-1100 YD718106 YC425950 1st !c.RVN Div 2LJ) 

'.l'ot..".l: 2675" 

(t) 'faj or Troop Extractions 
17 Aug 0730 08QO YC448924 YD225747 1st ARV!.,i Div 240 
18 Aug 0730-0800 YC44f3924 YD562025 1st fi.RVN Div 440 
18 1..ug 0800 0850 YC443923 YD562025 1st !JlVN Div 520 
19 Auf 0730-0850 YC.345937 YD562025 2/327 Inf 520 

YC.360934 
1/327 19 Aug 0930-1030 YC413946 l'D562025 Inf 315 

YC425950 
19 Aug 1100-1210 YC.388990 YD562025 2/502 Inf _m 

YC.386981 Totnl: 21,.65 
YCJ85984 

(11.) Ch 19 August, the 2/327, 1/327, o.nd 2/502 Infcntry B2.ttclio'1S 
wer·e extrGcted from nn.litiple PZ 1 s in the A Sh,..cu Valley commoncint nt 0730 and 
tor·mincting 8.t 1210 hotTs when the last flig.ht of troopships landed ci.t LZ Am-1 • 

The1se were 2..CComplished with from 30 to 22 troopships without incident. Troop­
shi.ps were fueled twice, :--.nd ~' tote.l of 8 lifts wer0 roouired to comr1letc the 
c.xt;re:..ction. The wi thd:ca\.Pl of the 2/502 Infantry Battolion qn 19 August repre­
s"nited c. change to the origin,'2.l schedule, which h2.d co.11ed for th2t ·h::;_tt£,lion's 
ext.rnction o~ ZO August. , .. \ (""~ !\ i r-- i '") r I\ ~ 'T' . 

i. ')·'.·~·· .• ,'< .ri~ 
·. · , . -! '>t I l L L ! ·.,_; ! ~ / "'\ t 
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troop Placements, ,\.dministr.:'.tivc, n.nd Logisticc.l Opcrr:.tions 

l ssong8I's: 5750 

C,.,_rgo: 200 Tens 

(d) f.rmod Helicopter Support OpoP.tion.s 
~:-,w.uni tion Expended: 

2.75" Rockets: 1294 rockets 
7.62 !~~~o: 214t000 rounds 
40Mm L:-;ino: !S69 rounds 

(e) Flying Hours in support of Oper<'.'.tion Somerset Pl.:.in: 

UH1H 1285 
UH1C ..JM. 

1652 

. ~ t:.o sul ts 

n. The 101 st .":.ss:-.1.U t Helicopter B.:. ttrlion r.ccornplishod its .s~:igno.:~ l'."D.SE_· 

_:_,1 support of Opei,'.tion Somerset Fl.Din inn suporlc.tive mc.n er. Ho mission 1.-~: 
rbortc<;; every tD.sk 1r.~s successfully o.cco··plshcd. All ::.ir movo!JlGri.t time; f'r_', 
1 i~c:: were '·et punctually. 

b. En ·J1y Losses: Ho enemy losses were cretlitod to tho lOlst AHB dtir:,__-_ 

c. Fr~.-:1c1.ly Losses 

( . \ . } Fcnonnol: 1 WNA, 1.3 WHA 1 5 KHA 

(.: :. \Jounded, Non Hostile 

·~·,_-_ ~T i'·!L J~ GF:.J:..D _, lSH ffiG~. 

, l :.-;: Een:.L - .-1 ~ · ,, nc.ld P SP5 I:.!:J. 77.36985 Co L 

__ ,I 
'C' 

~ --~ '1~' 

•or 

... L 

'-
-' ""L'' 

8 /\.t~e, 

( '- ; rounded, Hostile .:.ction 

Mur:n~'1.-,~ -~ ...... .'. c.rt D W01 W3160661 Co c 
Clc:.:c {; · _i •. - 1' _.;· :· L Vot \13157773 Co c 
Btttt-: .~ ~ .... t·1-- .:-t y SGT RAl.6841314 Co c 
c~ e'.-.!. ~ 

' ~is R W01 W3138812 Co c (.!..~l.a..& ...... 4 

PmTi:.';h~ " - •.;s c SPS B853451731 Co c 
Perry; l·.C:_ _d c VJ.AJ 082221 Co D 
Seoxls, H·ichc..el D SP 4 RA11564936 Co c 
11hoc]_cr, , )r .tu H CH2 H.3155741 Co c 

rnJ.ed, Hostile !i.ction 

~\~Lt1; -~Tl~-
.nf'.-0 ~:;) (-J I _ _,,". I.1 
Ovo.i ct, Ric:h'rd r1 
.B.urt~ ;tt, Ch~rlos 
L,~'.'.ch, Dickie L 

Sp4 RA1884 7961 Cc· C 
CPt 05420467 CG D 
H01 HJ160J63 Co D 

D SPf"r)rf ... ~~~ ,_co D 
s p !;/ \_.-1 ( P.¥it 9:J00rt1 I+'.! I ~ff? f 

-9 

DU!l 
Crew Chief 

F5·lot ;$'. 

Filot;: 
Gunner I 
Iilot_/ 
Crew Ch.i::d' P 

Tilot · 
Crew ChiE)f' 
:F';±ot· ii 

Cre-w c:!L~-~;,f 
f'iirt · 

FiL.:,-;~ . ..,, . _ 
Cr(3~1 (,,L_Cj 

Gt1~ 1nc:r 
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Combat Operation After Aetion Repoxt Opero.tio11 Summerset ;1ci.u .(Cont) 

(d) Sunnnry, Personnel Cns~".ltics 

Hostile 
Non-Hostile 
Totc.l 

vJou.'1dcd 

8 ., 
I 

9 

Killed 

5 
·--·Q 

Total 

13 

14 

(2) Aircro.ft 

Dnte 

4 Aug 

4 Aue 

4 Aug 

7 Aug 

7 Aug 

8 Aug 

9 Aug 

1? Au~ 

14 Aug 

(n.) Dc.mnecd 

SH Type 

59471 UH-1C 

66739 UH...1C 

15089 UH-1C 

66996 u'H-iH 

171:.64 UH-1 H 

17124 UH-1H 

66115 UH-".H 

17347 UH-1H 

16124 UH-1H 

17124 tm-1H 

Date SI: TYPE 

4 Aug 66680~1 lJli-1 c 

1 7062 UH-1 H 

5 !.Uf: 16982 UH.-1 H 

8 l~u[ 61054 LJH-i H 

l5227 UH-1C 

Locntion _!i§.sion Co.use Cc.sn.ulties 

YC338013 :~sl t Escort Gr01.md F::re Nono 

~428958 Aslt Escort Ground :?ire 1 WHA 

YC372998 1..slt Escort Grcnmd Fire None 

YD009164 Cwt'.N.t · b..sl t Collis.ion Hone 

YC473926 Resupply Ch-ou.'1.d !-i':!.ro lfo~G 

YC368975 Resupply GTound Fire i'!ono 

YC375997 Rcsurply Ground Fire lJono 
,. 
·' 

YC395947 Exti:-c.ction G:row1d Fire Nono 

YGJ55982 Resupply Ground Fire I-Jone 

YC5'.)19':l"1 Visunl Rcco~ Ground Fir0 Ifor!.e 

J,oc::-.t;ion l'.3.s_Si.Qll 9 .. f~1Se_ C::-. sl'r 1 ties;. 

YC428958 ".'.SSc-:'.'JJ_ t Escort Gro11.'1d FiTC 4 v.JP,.h 

YC42P958 /.ss~.i..u t Escort GJ~ound Fire 3 Fllt'l/1 YS.L 

YD809164 Coi1bo.t Lss2.-:.-1 t Collision llone 

l'D809161+ Conbo.t Asscu1t Collision 1 HHH 

YC394c:;1,6 Rosu;~ly Blc.do .Striko Hone 

YCJ70'777 f'.Gs:.::;_:;;_.-;ly BscGTt C-ron~:r T'.'· 
"lTC !, I(~1r_ 

C~<J f\J Fl DE f'.J T1i\ 1 
10 c 



Hostile 
Non Hostile 
Totd 

Hostile 
Non-Hostile 
Tottl. 

Hostile 
No:1-Hostilc 
Totcl. 

Dl!H.AGED 

3 
.Q 

3 

7 
1 
8 

10 
...1 
11 

DES 'Ir. OL'.D 

3 
0. 
J 

0 

l 
3 

AGGPEGATE 

3 
1 
6 

1 J. Ldrn.inistrc.tion: No Commer. t. 

6 
Q 
6 

7 
!.r. 

11 

13 
__ ?, 
17 

14. Logistics: J~ forwc..rd st~0il'l_g-·o:re~--·was estblished nt Fire Support 
&se Birminghrun for this operntion. 1-ovisions for Clr.ss II::J. 21d Clr,ss V 
were...c.deqll.:'..te, c.lthough it we.s found effective to Ftilize bC'·;:;h C.:.mp :Cc..r-lc 

Qr.;.t . ..... 

~and Ilir1'.i!lgh~.n durine pe£>.k rcfuelinr periods.. Tot:.l fu.· l c.~:.d 2J•ID.u..-:1i tioE rec:uin 
ments .for the lDlst 1'..ss:c.ult Helicoptt?r Batt...tli.on for Opm-:-.tim Saner.set Pl2in 
ue: 

..... Fuel: 16~520 g.cllons JP-4 

b. I.mrrru ... '1i ti on 

2.75 Rockets: 1294.rockets 
7. 62 cr:.l fill! 10 : 214, 000 rou.i.;.o.s 
40mm L.rnno: 4969 rounds 

,. 
·' 

15. Chemical: Al though Q chemic.n.l .n.uui.tio::ts plc.n ·wr:i.s ir.1plcmcnted o..nd protec­
tive nasks wore cc.rried t!i..roughout this o.Por...a.tiou,.. .. d.~tf,,ci.:.:.hl.~ qu~ai:titics of CS 
o_gcnt were e::.cormtcrod only br:icfly by J.;101 L'YB oY1. 6 ic.1 c'L~:ot, o.1ong Firhwc.y 5~'i 
west of Veghel FSB. The co:icentr.::.tion of CS ofe~t a.'.co'.ll1:~8T.ed on tl1::..,s c'l:-te 
was insufficie!lt to mori t., the use of p'!"otccti ve n: sk,:; ~ n:-;_d we· s belic:;ved to h · 
been genero.ted from persistent res::du.os i:1 the c..I'e::. t:r cxt?ct:2l-- t;_-.rbSc:1t ."'L" 
on thc-.t dc.te 

16. Civil ;,ffE!.irs: Ho Corlile:1t 

1 7. ::sycholorico..1 Oper::- t.:i ons: Ho Cor.ir.ent. 

11 
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.~'-' ~--*'°f 

Oils:. Comr:lUl:.ic:i.tion \ns J'.1X.intc.i1:.ed by r:.dio. i·!o wire 1m.s used. 
The bc,tta.lion ci:ommD.nd• Il.et wo..s :r:t"i.nt'.'.ined air-to ci.ir by UHF Grounc'!-to-grou:.1d 
and a.ir,..to...ground comruunic:-:-tions ;.;e~:··3 b:r FU:. !:.i1 unsuccessful effort wc.s '"'<-"1.dc 
to lj.nk the sta.pefield to bntt-:-lion h·...:'dt"''.'-:-.Ytcrs ci.t Ccmp Zc.elo by HF r:'.dio. 
HF Communications are h-:-.mpored by 2 1-·.ck of p..."..I'ts, test eruipment) tro.ined 
onero.tors n.nd qmlified rcpc.ir personr;cl. 

19. Engineer~ No Comment 

20. Artillery: No Comment 

21. ~,pecicl Equipment ~nd Techzii~ues: Smoke dis:)ensing helicopters were 
ma.de nvnilr.ble throughout. Opero.tion Somerset Plnin. Under the proper con­
ditions, the S!!lokeship co.11 b() a.n irllport..:.nt ::u1d cf f ecti ve screening device. 
l.J. though Sr.1okoships were 'immedio.tcly v:vail::ble on stc. ti on duri:1g c.11 r:-£ . .i or 
o.irmobile operc:tions duririg Sor.iersot ?le.in, smoke w.:'.s r.<e;~".J.ly employed o:J 
only t'WO occ~sions. (h 17· nnd 18 ;.ti.gust; smoke· screens were 1:::-.id c:;.·otmc1 PZ 's 
for the li.r:.VJ'l units e~:tr:'.ctec1 on those ck.tes. On 17 Luev.st, cround fo13 ef­
fectively obscured the upwind side of the PZ. The presenco of f::i:.' Lic~icr-ctc' 
fr:.vor<:Lble v.tmospheric co~1ditions for smoke, 2.nf 0.11 extrc!:lely eff0r::tive; $ri!oke 
screen 'lor:'..S la.id on the do\.mwind side of tho PZ. '!he comb in:::. tior>. of snoko c:nd 
fog formed a.n eJ~cellcmt screen which obsc:ura:l· direct obser,..ntim1 of the ?Z 
on three sides. Ch 18 August, gr0Ul1d fog ho.d dissip::.ted by the tine of 
extrc.ction, but stnble rir conditions o...id !'.dcV·:vi.: approc-.ch to the FZ 1s 
?.gc.m permitted effectiv3 use of smoke on two sides of the ?Z 1 s. Snoke wns 
not emr~oyed a;t o.ny other time dui·ing Somerset Pl0;in bc:c:"'use either ctmospheric 
condi t5 ons were unf.'"!.vorc_ble, Wind direction or drift w::.s l1l'-fnvor-bl e, er the 
disposition of tho LZ/PZ with respect to surroundj_r.g terr.~.in roD.c1'_;:,7d. i:he use 
of smoke ineffective. 

·' 
·.~ 

22. Commc.nder 's fl.nl10.lysis 

a. Lessons Le11rned 

(1) Item: The use of smokesM.ps must be continously ev:-.lu::- ted ~nd 
judic5 ously controlled. 

(2) Disc'l.!ssion: The t-t-10 occQ.sions on which SHokcdi.i~:rn were uscc~ oFc~ 
ing Oper.:'tion Somerset Flc.in derc;onstrc.ted th-t smokescree:i.1s ct'.:1 be c. most 0f;"<' 
i ve tc.ctice.1 nsset. 'Ihe C0'-1di tio!1s u..11der uhich snokcs!1:'..ps m-c.y be onrlcY'-"C, :C · 
~-.rnr, must be cl'.I'efully ovr.'.J.w.te • If smoke is pla.ced 0~1 the 1-rr'cug sid8 i ·· 

fZ/LZ it mo.y obscure the lz:.nding c.ren .or nppror.ches so t;_1Qt t~"e vhol') ::: . , ___ , 
js j oo.pordizcd. The two best techniques for employing smolcc soom to b::: 3:._ L ·;-·::­

plc.cing it close to the PZ/LZ n.s n genorc.1 screen, or :;1r~ci:1p it ,.,_s :: --s~~ c, · 
Sl)ecific a:;:cc.s, such as strennlines, uhich c.re felt to ofio.c o. s· .. ;y:~ .. ,_ :·r:.z:::.rc 
to this opsr.'.ltion. Close supervision must be exorcised ovor the: lrJ.b~ of s; ,-,1 

scree":s. 

(J) Solution: When the opero.tio:1S order is rublisbcc_~ direct co;·_~· 
of the snokeship n1Ust be clearly vested with tho cor111c.:ld o.nd ccotrol [\ircr.,f:-, 
The t.ir .t.U.ssion commc.ndcr m, st o.ctui'.lly observe the fltght p'th of the sn:)lcc­
ship ~Jeforo c:jvh1g permission to dispense sr:1okc. Espec'·..-.lly c2.pc.blr; 'Jilvts shcl'_ 
be identified C>.nd hc.bituc.lly o.ssie;nod to C}JGr":cte S'.:ickr::c~d_ps; in this i"O.Y they 
vill develop the recv_isite expertise ;'l'.d t~cticc.l skilJ j_,1 12ybg sm0~<:0, 
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Stngefields 

(2) Discussion: Conti:mons lie.son rm st be perf orri10d .::-.t tho stc..gef iolr 
2J;l.onr the pc.th.finder control, r>.sscmlt b::'tt~'J.ioD forward cor:Jn::-.;1d post, c.1:d sup­
ported grotind unit CP in order to .'.' ssure 2. smooth opcr: tion. Problems arose 
with troop st>. ing on 5 .l\.ugust \ibich cou.1d h2.ve been c-.vcrted hnd the p._-cthfindcr 
control re.die st,~tion been co-loc2.ted with the c.ss:-ul t be. tta.lion CP. 

(3) Sol1 tion: In future st<.refield o:•er:-.tions, the 101 st Asso.ult Hol· 
icoptcr &.tklion \rill coordi..'10.te the. co-locc.tion of its forirc.rd CP n.nd pc.thfi:1C' 
control. 

(1) Item: 0por.'.'tion of 10Jst 1 .. ss:-.ult Helicopter Battc-.lion F.~cilitics 
c.t the sut;efields. 

(2) Discussion.: Estcblishne~t "nO. oper::-tio:cc of the 101st Lss::-.ult 
Helico;iter Ba. tt..'1.lion for\-nrd CP must be inp:roved. The physicC.1 lc.yoctt c.nd 
provision of .facilities \..(".S never sa.tisf<'-ctory. The hendcuc.rters co::i21:--1w con­
mo.nder must be present to supervise ba.tt..".l.ion forwr-,rd CP oporo.tion. i~o GP tent 
vas provided Md set up to give the bc.ttolion CO c sui~.ble confo:r·ence roon l'.:"::3. 
e. bE>.se of opere-.tions. In short, the Bn CP \ltl.S r.deq•'l.f!te bt~t not first cl.:iss. 
As o. minir:ru..rn, a CP tent or equ.i vo.lent must be provided which is set up .~s ~­
comnll.lllic; tions/operr.tions center, c.nd rertrictod to c..ccess by c.11 who c1o rwt 
ht:'.ve offici.."'.l business. Tb.is c.ffords the Bn CO with o. secure c..nd pri v:~- tc pJ..::.cc. 
for conferonces wjth his st ff, unit commt:.nders ~.nd the ::.vintion Grf)'\I_t) CT ·"Jthcr 
COllll!lD.nd er B. 

(.3) Solution: .A more ol ·borc.tc and closely s1_i_pervisecl stc.gefield 
plan will be inplomentod. · . , 

~ . - .. .; 

(1) Item: Role of the B:.ttc.lion Stcl'f during r:r:-.jor bo.tto.lion assnuli 
operc. tions. 

(2) Discussion: It is essential th:'\t the bc.ttclion st...'1.ff o.ttcnd the 
final briefing for c. IllL'.jor bc.ttnlion o.ir .:.sso.ul t o;.-er~tion. This includes the 
S-1. S-2, S-.3, S-4, Naintenc.nces Siu:n~1 a.::.d Surt:;eon. LJ.- cf these stc.ff il.gor­
cies h."'.ve o. direct contibPtion to mke to the succss of the opero.tion. The 
fotelligenco, Sup·-,ly rnd Sign::-.1 Officers w:i.l.' r:orn::-.J.ly cov:s:.' p:-r::'.(<Yi.'.phs 1a., !c 
:::.nd Sa of the Oper.:ition Greer ':riefing, re spec ti vcl="·· The SJ us:uo.lly coven' 
.~.r~gTr.""hs 1b. .c.2!d c, 3 ruic1 5b. In C.c'.ses where lo:·i::t:i.cc.l requirocentc ,fo r..,,-, 
_,•3cessito--..te exceptions to SOP, the S4 r:ry "ct be reqU:~·'Rd ::.: brief, b·.:ct r1-1 
s ':,.~.ff officers should mbi tu.-:.lly attend Opera.tions Br~.Pf5~i: ";' Thj,s j_~ '), <.~.~. 

·Lu~rly critcc.l in co.ses where o. forwnrd sk.ging ~ren i;ill :)c 0stc::iJ.ish,::;,1. 
3in ce the 84 is norI!l2.lly resposible for cll be. ttclion c.ctiv-: tics .- ;- ~. sto.ec­
field, he r.mst attend the briefing~ 81.ong with the Si1c~:nl Officer, Sm::.::::0:1 ~­
Hec.dqurters CO, cll of whom have de.fini tc rcspcnsibilit~ es 2.t the stc; efie:I't 
The s4 and ComDunicn.tions Chief were 2.bsent;from tl:o initinl or'(T['.tio·1 01·0.~:j­
briefinp for Somerset Plain. This ca.used Uc'less:--.ry conf1rni0~1 ir>J ;~··ir; op8rr ~. i -

of the skpefield. 

Solution: AlJ bc.tt~J_j_on st':>.ff officon. wUl , [;", c. /l "~··::r" . 

r~· ("". \.3 '.:~-1 rl f:' '.\' Y,' I' f 
\"'' ft,./ ; ') i I ._.1 L I ~J ~ ! I ... ~ ij~ 



(1) :tte:o: Control 0.::1d discipli.'10 in the genercJ. use of snoke gre~C.c~ 
nnd oc.rking of ~-i.r.gets must be ioprovcd. 

(2) Discussion: There wcro isol:-.ted co.sos of the r.risuso of snokc 
colors during the operC"tion. /1.1]_ sources of' cneny ground fire nust be innod­
iC".tely nc.rked w.i th identifying white s· 1ok2 <-~nd the kr~01m or suspected sourse of 
fire references from the snoke position. 

(J) Solution: 'lbe br-.sic lo:::.d of snoke to be C1:'.rried. on en.ch heli­
copter ,--,d tha use of en.ch color h.:' ve bc·__;~1 re-ompho.sbed. In nddi ti on, the use 
of the clock system, where 12 o 1 clock is the direction of l:-11c1.ing, is mcourngeC: 
to facili t..,.te transmis~ion of CJDO"'-Y fire locn tions. 

"' '{ 1) Item: }l-\· ten~.~ce Recovery of c.ir ere.ft w:".S !10t erpodi ti ously 
done in nll c~ses. 

(2) Discussion: When c.n nircr:-i.ft wr'.s dow:~od, 
l'.S to whj ch mainten::-.nce recovery nircr::.ft would o.ssist. 
pronounced in the cc.se of do\rL1ed e;unships, wh1ch h"'vc no 
recovery circr.::.ft. 

sornc conf-LlS. 0::.. ~11 (~J.~:.... 

This pro7JlC:::!! :Ls cJos t 

(3) Solution: An SOP wns ostc.blishod th,'t specifier th2.t -~:1c ~.<:. ... .:.. ·: 

con]XUly nc..intenc.ncc helicopter .::rri vcs ~t the _ Z/!2 with the lco.d :;leLlGlJ.t < ~--= · 
company c.11d depc.rts with tho trc.il element. ·•11 ix.L:ten:cnco recovGry ::ire:' ~ 
Will go to the 2ssist:-.nco of n dowr:.cd gunship, w1 th the first nircr.:'.ft Qij'·, c i_ ,:_, 

o.ssuming the recovery Disrion. M.'.linten1:'.ncc recovery o..ircrdt ho.vc the furthc:..· 
rosponsibili ty to report the stc.tus of d°'med o..ircrc-.ft c.nd crews to the cor:F'.c..~r1 
o.nd control c.ircrnft o.s soon n.s it cn.n be detcrr.Jincd. 

i 

b. Cornnc.nder 1s Notes (1) lflainten2.nce Mnlw.;·ement of Avic.tion Hncoureds 

(:-:-.} An opercction tine t..."'.ble ·wns d velopE~d .::.::.d dcssonino..ted c-.pproxifl..n:• 
ly two weeks befome the n.ss."'.ul t vr..s ini ti:-.ted. This schedule c;:-.llod for tho 
ph:".sing out of some f re bc.ses, the eskblishmcnt of other fire b2.ses, .: nd 
the rcdisrosition of force~ to ni-ke troops ~vc.n.~ble for Somerset ~:le.in. 01:: 
criterion of this opera.ti or'. schedule wc.s th: t r:.::j or rcoc;"..1hor1c·.its for Ci visic.:1 
nss'.".ul t helicopters would t rmin::-.te severr.l d-ys beforn tho ,'.sso..ult to pcr:".l' t 
;ierfor:r;rnce of ru:intcnc.nce to _;;-:_sure m~.xir.ru.n o..ircr:--.:ft ~vr.Hc-.bility- on D De~-, 
-::>espite severo.1 wc...,.ther Mt::ys, r:njor troo~J r.i.ovornents L:"llolving the l 1 se of 
"'.SSUul t helicopter troopships were comrlcted by 31 .7uJ y, The nxpectec. c.ir·-
. ~·c.ft str.:1c1 do\.m did not occur durirl[ the ·criod 1-3 ;_1.,rust, due to crn'tinii 
:c-;'.2vy conmi tments f'or c.dninistrc.tive, logistic~l ..,nd cl''-1J::-:c ~ sso.ul t r<' · 
:;1ts V:.rougho'.·t the division ::i.ren of operc.tions. Dcs1,Jte Jl.lS l ·r): c'-i. 

_1 fly:1y· 1 the l\lst Al-ill did succ ed in putt.jne w over 40 -·:,oc'·s'·1-·<c fr;, +.· 

=-.ssnul t on D DQy :--.nd D+1 • 

{b) Due to subst._.-._ntial cneny cont ct i:r t)_;.e A Sh:·u KUcy o: T' 

'...i·.:-.tio:: o.f tho c-.ss,-1-Q. t to D-1 wc.s contcmpl 1' teCl, H-d thic )l'>.:· 1--. x, j 1 

~.ile ·enter, c.i1·crc.ft o.vc.ilibili ty for tl1e opor2. tiur, Fodd h vs o: ~ ip' .:_:, . 
ly loss the.a tho.t or~ ein.:-.lly schedu.lec~ for D Do.y_ It" order to p:.. O(T 'L' rr.::. 
~'ircr2.ft o.vc:i.libili ty, m::d.nte:10.nce schedulin£: k'.s to be c~.refully I' ;-:..~~;eel 
the period of ti1:ie preceding the mx:imun o.w,:ilibHHy ·:-.~'rt=;ot d.::-tc, ''·' · ·· 
it is not possible to c,djust to le.st ninute CQ"'.Et:es in -~he Un() schltcl".. i<.(; 

ur1less r.ircrcft utilizntion is ere.'.'.tly reduced cl11;'i.c1c t.hc nr;••:iod irn,'1:( . tcJ 
i11·ecooinc: n r;-iaXinrun 0ffot. 

(' r)' i \ ~ t4i Dr:-. ~\ '· -vi, .• ! .1\ I \_ , \ I \ ~ . f '. ' ;, . . ~ 
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, nircra.ft ~)~~f:'~t.l!'f'<Nqcd inncdi:~t~ly following n 

InnY..imur:t effort, the Qverq~e c..vhh~b'fi-1-ty':r\t.to .tf1U c.lso c1ecl11!e below the 
c.vcrnge dnily ro.te, o.s it did il1 fr.ct do ."'.ftor 5 August 1968.-

(2) Logisticc.1 Sµpport Plo.L:i!:1s: Provisio~-:. for tl1c logisticcl supper·: 
recuiremen ts of the 101 st AHB w::..s ini tinted cc..rly in the plc.nninB se~ucnce 
by the 1st Brigade S4. The estt'.blishnent of logisticc-.l supnort rociuirenonts, 
~1owep-er, nust b c coordin:::-. ted through the supportir:.r:; :-. vie tio~ unit toi.Lsur . 
J.deolll".cy c.nd optimum efficiency of oper:.tioDs. The Al'!TF s4 should '.!'ecoive 
from the Lir Mission Commnnd S4 the tot:-.1 105istic~.1 reni:lTcnen't to support 
the f..:rni.:y Avie. tion portion of the opert. tio!1. In the OJ:ier:- ti on under consid 2r::: ti:.: 
~.rmy o.vi:-. ti on support r.c:wuire!:lents for the 1st Brico.de sllould hc.ve been obt:' . .::,o ·. 
from the Brir,2dc S.3 by the 16oth Avn Gp SJ, inc then d.:i ssem:'n,:-_tes roc;uirernmts 
to subordinc.t.e SJ 's, who ... tr~nsmi t s1)ecific oper~ tiOlF'.l reciuirements to 
their respectj ve S4 's or sup·:·l~r office.TS, The Group S4 then recoi vos froCT 
subordin-te units their specific loc.isticcl supr,ort require~~'.ents. Th0 group 
S4 st'.bni ts one consolidc..ted sup--ort requirement to the Brig."'de s4, who 
uses these figures c.s c. bt.sis for devolopinc tho lor:frtic.'"'l support i:i1~~1. 
This procedure is effective, efficient, ,~nd CX"'Cditious. It keo:;:-is -Che 
pl"'-:-nrJrs ::.1·c.re of their rcsov.rces c.nd tho logisticic.ns !'esno::1S:· ve to oper2.tion:-' 
recuirem~nts. It :prov:i..des for ,.,_n effective feed be.ck c.mo~c the people who 
mt-.nc.ee resources c.nd the pco le who use them. Such tc..~. wo:i;-k is inccra ti vc 
in c..viation oporction::;. Durine this oper'.'..tion, a.vi.~.tion plc.nnors .~.~d loc:..~ t_ c.:. 
d:i.d not onjoy the type of pn.rtnership with the supported ground coml:'J~.t fo,.'-.r' 
er1visioncd by this concept. 

(3) J..voila.ble Avio.tion Resources. In 8.irmobilc opero.ti1'~1s, t:io 
nw:iber of assnul t m d supportinf c.ircro..ft c.vc.ilable is c.. b,csic plr-.r ..... 11in:· fee ·L;c'r 
Subst..."'.!ltio.l chll.Ilges in o.ircr2.ft o.vo.ilubility for o..n opernt· on l.1 suc.lly h.:-.ve c 
rr.jor impc.ct upon the nssc..ul t stc.eing, nvintion tr>.sk ore;nnization~ c.i1d log'~s­
tiao.J. support plans. Flexibility in avintion operatims proceec~n frorJ. clot.r.-.ileC'. 
ndv"ruiro-~ plCJ.mingJ when cri tiC!'J. plo.n::linc fo.ctors such as t..11.e number of nircro.f 
to be used ere not confirmed well in .::>..dVt.rcc, the oi r mission co::irt.:rider ~.::: · c.10-
pri ved of the opportunity for the precise plw..ninc whic~1 wi1:!.. <J. 1.o\: for l<.st · 
:.~inute changes without chnos. 7t is .mom:". tic thc.t th8 proto.bili ty of succosc: 
.ill conbnt opero.tions vo.ries inversely ns the number of vo.ri:--.blos i~ the pl:"·Jc' 
thnt is the principle of simplicity. In this operutio::-,, .~-:: 1r.s i:Jt }~:~CW'-"'- >: 
the c.ssr.ul t helicorter bnttoJ.ion until c.pproxinnteJ.y 18 hou:rs be:':~"J:re tbE' •'.sc:; · 
"ult how tK· .. ny helicopters woulcJ. b, ,att._c:ioa'-"r whot~::.:r .tt~.-.·~.1·: __ ,,: ';P:U:.:..J_. · :Y 

-,l:1:tc~.J: i t:.. . ._·rtt~.· 2r ~ · ... ~ t L.:: l.intogr;:tn~~·ith ".=. :.:.t .. 2.i.c ·~ .o''t' , _ _.3-~~,,-,_. 

·i:h.pc:.~'J.io~~., T:1.:.'s'~· -:c:., Grftic::.l ;::il "'-· .ning factors f:-ir -L,ho assc-cul t ;~ n:,t:iL 1. :.r., 

(4) Ob~crvo.tion of the Inverse Pla..rminr Sec:_u"''.1cr 

(o.) The eround tnctico.l pla.11 wns well Cl.ev-el oned d.r_'; ~"lg ti1e 
on.rly stc.res of plc.nnine. :&sc.d upon the e,round plc.n o.c:c1 c. thorough intel­
ligence briefing by the 1st Bric,nde st::-.ff, lc.1:.ding zones ,'"': 1 d flight routes 
were te:mtively sc11eduled, o.:.'d plans were L\D.de for . .., rccoi-"'r>.iss'.:' ~·;:~ o!' ·;'-, 
'~osed lo.11dil1g zones. Unfortu...'n...::i.tely this cm1fcre::-ice o<;cu.r0 c~ :~uc-. i.::,o ~ ~­

;1le..i-min.f sec:uence cfter, for exar.1ple, the fl ii:;!1t rout,.. hc-.d oJ.re::- ·t/ l)e:;c, :.:~ · ... · 
ected, It is j_npGr'.tive th.'.:'.t, o.s soon c.s the p:rouN1 t2.ct' c,~_:L rl.;.·, :lto.s 1;. 

to (:.el, the lJi'J.'}' Coiu.nndor eot toe,othor 1,_d.th tho !1ii' i,·lic::<io.'. Cor.1r:1n.:1-c'r:-'' ·•. 1 

conduct ::' ttoroU[.h brief in3 on the eneny sibl::' tio;i ··:~ri r:' , :•d pJ:.m 
;. 

r' (" ~. I \i- ' " r ~ I ... r I ,, ! \ '\ :1..5. j J }·• • ·. ' ; I l \ , .! ~ ·. ~ f ; • · ' \~ r i- \ ; .. , ... . ,_.; ., . ~. ~ . - ' .... 
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0:11d come to n teno.ti ve o.greement on lo.nd" ng zones o.nd routes of flight. This is 
::J.so n good time to confer vi th the USLF F:~c r.nd Lrty LHO c-.bout prepnrc. tory D..Ild 
sup'l)ortinc fires, shell grooves} :-11c1. i:!.tcc;ro.tion of tl:.o ci.sco..ult 00.ttn.lion SUP­

pressi ve fire plo.n with pl::-:,1ned o.nc o:o_ cQll support.in['. fires. 

(b) In this operc.tion, develornent of tl::.c' L-·yli' 1e Zone Plan ~-s unsc.t 
isfn.ctory. LZ loco.tions were being chc.ne;od until the l_ - st ::inute. Numbers of 
:.ircrnft c .. nd spacing .L."1to tho LZ 1s were ch~,.,_eecl .~.bcrt.'ct. i"'..outes of flight were 
hveloped before tho LZ loco.tions were o.p;·rovod. Pi.re scr~·ort plo.ns were deve­
lopcd before the finCl.l LZ lonction nnd np roe.ch rolctes ucre selected. The Lc.nd· 
ing Zono location o.nd c..ir lo.nding plna crust folJ..oi.1 0"10 upon the other nnd both 
~mst precedE:l the fire Support plc.n C.nd C,}r ::oVeDC:1t pl'.:11. The firm decision 
on the LZ lnnding plo.ns nre :rn...-:de jointly throue,h coorclinr-.tio:i. between the A.f!!TF 
'..::.1d Air Mission Comi.-:.nders. 

(c) The night route t11 timo.tely used in this oper· tion U:>.S so.tis­
-~··cto:·y. It wc.s, however, ch::-.:·ged twice bec:-use it lrd becm scJectec'l. m-:.t of 
:: qu8nce, before the nir lo.ndine; c.nd fire su·:~port plr.ns Jrc1 be on c00:rc'lj nr' tee. 
~'1'2 :>.irnobile inverse plc.nning secuence 11ust be observed. 

(5) k.ndine Zone Reconneciss~.nce c.nd Selection :ls n rninimu.;J, ".:/1e fn~.::.c\'--
ing person ·el chouJ.d go on the visuo.l reconno..iss<"'.ncc to select the l::ncl.{.n:r :c;(::F 

for r.ir c.ss~uJ. t ope: o.tions, c.i. cpplie£l.blJ: Supported Unit SJ 's 
.i'..ss,'ul t !1 v:-... U· it E:J 1 s 
Lee.a L.srnul t Ui1i t CO 
.i~c:ric.l Upns Unit CO 
JU'..L Unit CO :' 
Lir c_..,_ v U::.i t C 0':-
Lrty L~rn,~-
USAF F }0.C ~-
l'!n vo.l Gun.fire L o-:: 
(*\!hen c.ppli ccc 1:::1 e) 

Ll"ITF o:.d Lir Mission ConJ.r.21der rr.y desire to · o ['lorif, -J-~'~ -~ho .i:' T.s·.);1 12.L 

n:-.ned .Q.Ust ~ the LZ o.nd j c:d ..... '1tly ccr;ree upon the i::ost r0inu to -'le t<.•.~..J.. J of thG 
L~ndinc Zo::o_e, Fire Sup::iort :c::id Sup-rcsive Fire Plc-.i1s. T·1e or'.·:'.:-_n:..:·.1 r.:::-l'C'.11f:-

s:wnt for this reCO'Il;..'.isscDC8, which G:!Visions r ~-cr•c ·:c::~c ·jr .".ss:-.u.lt1 ice 
c:-ie Cc'.'{; c.ircra.ft esrorted by :c li~ht fire teo.m or er c.G.-11 _-Le;'~;-. 0 -i:,he opsr- -- ~:­

·::: -:;ine discussed, o. joint reco.T1'_~Ssr'.:::ce of tbs L'::.,, ~r:-.s :iot '.~O:'cr:.:·:.<:l 'Yi.>.-
·ounc 2.nd :--.vi2ti0:-:: unit SJ 1 s. 

( 6) Fire Supi~ort Plc..r.'.; 
(o.) Devclopnent of the fire supPort pl2.n "~ · · 'Jt 1)C finc-.LLzod ,_. ,_,__~ 

t :c k.ndL1c:; c.nd Lir Zo~w kncUnc Flc.;.:s o.re COT'plotec1. TJ.10 route of fly:hL I'-".~· 
Z'fect supportil!B fires_, but the flight route c-ri. usu:-.lJ.y bs :~djw,:~ .:::1. to [CC~ 

:-Jnodc.te the 2.rtillery, It shm ld be :10ted here tlrt prr;~)'.'_r,~ tory f ,res s'.:ouJ 1:' 

1c.ve bee~1 plr.21Ded 2.10:12 the flight route, p:-.rticl11:-r1~' si·.1cn the- cm:rc1.Jtr -~ -:-. 
_tu.de vnriec1 fron trcctio~; level to 1000 feet. Tl-( l::-_'.~:' t') SL~cce~:: ,'~.:~11_ J_ - ~ 

·:-:c.inst oefendc;d LZ's is m::cssive.! closel CO'ctinuu s, c: 1 <' 2.::11c-1
j " -J ru·:· 

_::'fre s1·pport. 'rtiJ-'ery prop~~r:'tory ruCi SP(pori:.i:' - ._,,-~,, i'n:r: 1 ,- • ss..,'ll' 
of this ope~·:'.tioc« ,,,,..,re tinsrtisf;:::.ctory, T~rio~: woJ.'''; -1 .. -si_-:::, ,·i{: o:t 
c10us. They were ,iot :r o::;pons V8 to r•"'quir0r\1:nts ,'"_..,1· '1·:;ir1·,.-., :·: '!'t-ir,· 

c:Of\lf IDE;-~ ~-!/-\L 
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---- V'w'I. f£' 
o ~6ttrltf ffre durine thu [!.SS."'.ul t. Lir Force support w~.s nore resnonsive, but 
still could not be obmined '.l:'C:·'idly enoU[:h. To be effective$ su1:iportine fires 
rust be delivereC. close e~101i_E)1 to :1eutr'.'.lize possi>lc sm.i.rces of grou.'1d fire 
· !.r:tich cy jeo.pordize the e.ircrc.ft. Conce:1trc.tim1s firer3 d.thin o. 1000 meters 
Jf the LZ must be closely coordin::c ted with the '.' ir r:iiss~,_on comna.nder so th:tt 
:·1101/c'.nce is mo.de for troopship c.nd [.i.mship fli€·ht p".ttcr:1s. 

(b) A good concept is to use ~no.ssive :'.r+:Ulcry coi1centrc.tions to dcn:r 
Jlltr01 of criticcl terr['_i: i1: the Vicinity of the;_~, ·.1hile the, more flexible 
d r:P~ 1 ons5ve T/~C c.ircrc.ft a.re directed ,..._2'.r-L:st close in to.rgets of opportunH 

·11th ~'i:1:S: tip to rotor tip precision. Such fi::.·c supnort is devo.st:>.tir:.g to tho 
c·.'.eny :"efer.cses c:·,a cuite- possible vhen the o.ir nissi011 cor:ir:c.:1der is o.llowed 
c .i.rec t c oordina t: oil with T.L.C niI' S"l'pport. Under the present nrro.n:- ement, the 
-~T r.:ission coninD.ndor mist work throt1gh the :1l·iTF 6o!"l4lV.nder. Thie is uns2.tis­

£'c.ctory becrcuse it prevents effective l1.Se of L·re support during the criticr:l 
rj_r c.ss~. 1 t phc.se. The c.ir nission comi.n;;.ndcr is usUt'.lly the first to b10;.; the 
c1:--.L ty .. :.nd locc ti on of eround fire. Action to neutrr.lize cr01.ud fire >1-:..i_;0·s be 
:.·:·.;·'~to c.:1d ~cc·Lrnte. If the FJ.C is responsive directly to -the l~i? Hissio: 
r · ·. ·--.__-,•19r dii.ri21e the ~J.r o.ssc:.ul t pho.se, ft is relc. t:i vely 80.sy to coordin'.to 
c:. .:::-::tive supportine fires effective supporting fires which i~icre["l.se the chD.;:icc­
~:·or scfe n:-!d rr.pid deli very of co!:".bc.t troops i.nto bc.ttlo. 

(7) The f~ss:-.ult Bntt~lion Operntions Order 

(c.) Attendo.:1ce o.t the lOlst _'_HB br5 ofin[' by ropresent2.tives of ,-_,___: 
s·,-ll 'Orting c2!d su:oported uni ts 2.nd c-.eencies W2.. s o. key action which undoub 1.1·~ily 
resulted inn much sr10othoroper.:'tion thn:.1 wot1ld hc.vc beGn possiule without 
th:i.s fina}_ coordin:.tjng nonsuro. It der.lonstr-:itod the r-ro-on'nent iLipork.ncc 
of the Air Missj on Commnnder in o.ir :::ssc.ul t o!"'erc tions. Lj r c:.sr u1 t does not­
col.· Ui.-itn t:.le Ii.ss".'ult Dct·:~C'.lion Com <~Jdcr issues 'lis order; thnt t:i es it tll 
tor;ethor. 

(b) The opero.tions order should hc.ve ':Jeen puoJished .'.'.t lee.st 36 
hours before the oper~.tio · begc.n. It i.ic:ts not possible$ however to publish it 
ir:til 0'1ly 12 hours before the opor:'.'.tion - :1d even t· on: l ~st rni:~--te chc.: ces 
_: 1 ·.::2.i"·tod the rGfuelinc o.ncl c.ir coll.JIJ11 i:1terv:.l pli'.1.nf: .• 

(c) Fi:icJ.ized plo.ns for c.i1· nsso.ult musL l:Je ·.-:1o .;c:ll i.11 c-.d-r, :1~0 
" - · onero.tion. Lo.st minute cb.1_1,,- cs .:i.nd le.ck of ::dsc11 .:;'.:c.::i pl2.i1:.:i~1c ~1.~.'-,c, 

_;~i~_,res ... c.c.sc.ult:_/:.ttcljon.s c.:.1d 0omp.'"'.1-1i:;s, -.11ere the [1o:~·c 6::Gc.:._lcG. ,,-_c~:1:;·j_~ 1
.:.:: 

_ · i::ur tf the r~ri:: ::i. m acce:•t~ble rec.ction tine. In tho c:-.s·2 .:;f tte extrr::.c·:· ·,-: , , . 
'~' c.n for A Shau, fo1~ ciXanple, th.:: 101 st J;.HB Operc.tio:1s 0!'c1or wc.s Decess:'rils 
;·itte:!. c.nd nublishcd. before tho 160th Lvi2.tion Grou1' r:t·dor uc.s roc:oivecL !r 
:s br.tklio~ ordl:-~ h:::.d been dolnyed pendine: rece~ pt 0f -:,he i~vi~.t3.c;-,_ CT(:« 
··~ler~ it could not h<'-ve be,311 vritten 2nd '.iSS•~·-.i· T t. Sl''-c_·r:i: · ;y-. .- 'jt:' : 

.:i_9 for the oper2tio11. 

(o.) The ·101 st !:JIB wo.s required to opcrc.t,~ 
BiE'.ineho.n st_'.[oi'iolc3 during Soncrsct Plc.in. 
n:' r,c·-~1ic c~.pz: bil i. (,)~ t( p--:-rf orr: t!1 5- s i~1j_ s sior!., 

to Di vision E nppor"L Cop.-;<:' nr1 _ 

t ,-J _, ... _:_T~.111~. -l >l_:' ~___, 

··tt:J_5cy· _ _._ 11 088 :10-L 11:. 
--~ . .; ,...--. 1 --1~~oi:1•.?..:-.ly· b:--:-~ ...,,. 

(b) ~efueling 0v :rations n. t t);e stc.eefie.lr\ c011Jd h:'..Wt'l bee· coc:s:idor­
_,bly j1proved fron the s::.fety o.spcGt by proper r2vetrce,1t of th•o fuc:L bb.ddcrs, 
provision for· cir craft erounding c{--}~~\~M j f,J't~v:lsicn\ for; 55 f:"':'..llon dn.1li:s ' i 
A;""' ch rofue 1 pnint to dj_sch''"f'0 fuc'r 1f:f.o" i.n' bf6:el' <to ci.·tl±r the hos" '0Z"·1 c 
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(9) T.i.m1' :Schedules a.nd \:oc.tber Del:-.ys 

(n) !.s oririno..lly co:1coi vec1 ~10. coordint: tcd> nelequn te time vc.s 
allowed dur:i nf c.11 c.ssn-:.J.l t' c.nd oT.trnc.:.._;_o:-.: O')O.rc.tfornl to provide for ~~~ c.irero.ft 
shutdowr: c.nd inspection f.m· r.L.i:::tc:c.o.~:cc i:-C'_·~.":_co'"'.b:i.li·:;y a.nd cctlbc.i ~ol!L!lge ~t ea.ch 
refuel1ng. Ir. the exccutio::.1 of the G:;c:rr .. ~ 01"0 ::ocm·T~ 1 r:.o time w.s per:mi ttod for 
+i.,'!_s imporla.;'.t procedure, "~0. .:-.i ,..,.,r~.{ _. FCC :"','_'" •;0·:ti: 1.1.C"lS-1.y on ~ir t:lSSnuJ. t Opera-
t'.t.¢0 f ,-r U}-• to eix i1 .,.,..;, ',r:i_ e:!oc•':_ ·• i.l, ' Jt.-··:::-.: r: check. 

(b) ·c;c.thc:r- decis.lo:cs slc:::°l~ - ~c r. ·1_0 c.·:. i.oc.st cne hour before LZ/PZ 
titio in opcrn tio~1s of this r:r p1.i tuck 1 v::1crc j..l2tcrncdi~·-tc stc.rrine c:.nd lonf flirht 
routes ~re used, 1!he''l o wo...,ther cclcy is tc-.::Gi:., it, s!'lo1 ld be rieorously adhered 
to. 

(c) Tine t.::cbles for ::-.irnoblo o~~erc.tim:s re c-:-_r~fully worked out in 
c..dvnncc to p:covido for the o~)tir.1UI'.l r.lii:s::..oD per:f\Yrc.1".:1ce, T::.:sc tine schedules 
~re ;.;idel;r c1 :Lssor:'.:L:.a. tcd o..nds·::rvc · ~ s ir.,por-::.-:-': t C'Ori:::--;1:.':.~.t' ~"-: ~.10.:-.sures for the 
i1holc o;-;crc_tj.0:-i. }.:;x-;el)t in o. to 8tic::-.J 0r:0c:-:"e1c~,r, cf>-ct~; t.c c.cco:::.orc.tc time 
schedules -i:.o conpensc.te for woc.tlccr cclc.~'S c::-.:1 ultin~.t·-::.'..y serve only to deernde 
tho efficiency oZ the operc. tion, 0.1:.d the cc.µ.::-.bi:i t:r of tho c.inD.Obile task force 
t.o ccpo ,d_ th 1c_cz;:ioct"3d c:ircu'~1sto.nccs. 

(cl) A decision should never be !·:nde to co!m:li t r.ir c.ssa.ul t into m.ar­
gil n::-.1 iroc.-sncr condi ti.0:1s w«::.::ir: t~.1erc is c. chr~:lcc tn::,t v::..::-.t:1cr wilJ ir:rrrove , E.nd 
e.d\ocuc:.to 'tine rerr~.ins to r::c;-::;Jletc the missi0~1S o...'f-l:: -r ti-:.0 cdc.y. 

(10) Com.1~1..mic'.'.tions: The 101st AHB \-10.s nn'.lble to communicnte with 
B/1 /9 Cc.. v 0::-1 o.ny froruc:-:cy on 4'l'"5 .~.-,c 18-19 Auc:ust. s:L;-·j.J ::-.r:U ir' the c.irbdihc 
sta.:..·1dby ~1cdicc.l eVLcu-tior hol:i copter coi.J.d 11-;t he ~ci:t.-;r:-.+.cd 0:1 4 Aurust. '.' 
Tho sc sitm:cions were ~otc::cticlly disecs-':,"J:-0~1s to tl1e cor:1~'.'::,t effec-1:.il~::. ss .:ind 
df: idency of t~1e ·101 st L"::-2. 

( 11 ) Collllr.nd .::.nd CoE trol: Hhen raul ti pl e bo.t t-.'llion a ssnul t lifts 
['.J'G£ ccrried 0l~t , th'.J L' so.u.'.t Ec_t·~·-:-lio;• l'.c:i_::-,c:-_;;,'1,.:,::.· cc·_,;_~cot effectively control 
his~ or- ~.:ci•3:_tio'1 when he is tic:3 to or.e of :~·:3 s"J.:'':crt20 rro1nd or.t:tclion com­
r.:·:: :'e::.-" ·7 _-inir..t occupo.:ic;' of the s~r:e -j_rcr:2't, T:.'2 ;·rc:.r' lLit c .. 1.cllr.::'or s:1oulc. 
)~ ~,:J l:5_~ ';)W-__ 

~:._-·;( c /t. 
E'-t~c!l. 

.... ' ~ C:0~trcl -ircT · f-~. ~ t>~ ·sf 1-:l t b t· -,· .. c~_; c-0--~.- ---·_, r 
,, r •tl;ie whole arc.--::. .-:-+· (r'c~c:._ -::i:'.'l11s :: .. n' qff2ctivoly supcr7ise the aper-

2.. A conpensc.. tory' decro,-;.se L·, -ircraft dci.Hy coran: tL1ent shol.lld ir"ccorrp~~­
Q mr, a.ximum c.v~.ilnbiii ty effort in or~_cr to t"errni t nr i~te11e11cc scl1eduline to 
sus:: tc.'"tin an 1rv21·:::.pe -v'.'j_l:::bil ty r." t,e. 

b, '.Ihe c..irnoble oper:".tio11 ,-}, ,;ret.~ en inverso ple.JL"'li~':' sequonco should he 
l'im oro.vsly observed. 

c. Cri tic[~J pJ.,~nainr, fo.cto:i. ~ ._,uch '.S the :',1 1nbeJ.»c oi G.i:tcrrift to be usGd~ 
t:roops to ~Je noved_, PZ/L?, loc,':'..t~_ons 1 J '.'rdinr pl;• 11, fi c. J suni•ort. pl;;.:1 5 r01.1tr:~s of 

18 



of flight o..:."1d sto..fine; ,...10.r:i should be deternined w2L in a.dvc.nce ·or the opern.tior.. 

c1. A joint reconno.isso..nce of the L~~/PZ should J.ll:C..YE be conducwd by the 
- '.TF and Air Mission Con.n1..''.nder. 

2. Delivery of T;,c fire sup~1ort durin[ c.ir c.ssc.i.:..l.t sho·ul~ be cocrdina.tod 
·.:\:redly betw:.;en the Air lfission Com12..:.1de:: 2.:.-~d the F_,C, 

f ~ The -Vi['l.tion Group should ism.~ .n 1~ssion type orC.or attthorizine; dir­
; : ·~ li ~:iso::l eo..r ly enour h to o..l' O'W o.dec:1i:'. te '.)lo..nri..ing tiDc; for the c.s Sf'.ili.l t be. t-

Division Support Coni::...·:1d sll v_ld operc-te c.11 stc.gefield refuel .~no rec.r::~ 

St:::.gefield Po.thfinder Control .. nould co-Lc·te with the .:~ssz:-.~i t ~-'.:::1-

Dc.t to.1ion Forwn.rd CP. 

Tine shec1ules nnd i•ec.ther delays shrn ld be nd~rnred to e~~c:o'pt wh::·c 
. ·-:::-:"ed by c. tnctico.l emergency. 

j. 1/ec·.ther decisions shoul5 routinely be r.i. de one hour before PZ/LZ ti:.,r 
-::,o c.llow for disseninc:tion of the decision to o..11 echelons 1·,efore the :· jr · s __ ,_ 
··0Tce is ccmni tted. 

k. '.'he weather decision should be InEt~O jointly by , the c.ss: .. ul t bc.ttc.li"~" 
corn.mn:.1der c.nd t~1e su rorted unit co·:' 'nnder. 

1. Helicopters should :1ot be opero.ted Pore th:-_· tJ:-.reG :1ours in c. co'.'1hD.:t 
>so.ul. '.: environnent wi thc;:rnt shutdown o.nd inspectio:c for n.::.:Lrito.nence service~ 

~-:.::ilit:;r c.rd co:r:ibnt/incident d.JL1D.ge. 

n. .All c.ir unj ts engaod in the srune · operc. tion should be in coru.r.mnic::-.-:.ion 
.. i_ th e~.~h other. 

h: 1 ml tL·le cround be. tt..."'1.io~;. lifts, eo.ch bc-.tt~·.lion comn."..rider should 
.. --.re comn:-.nd .:'.nd control helicopter sepc:.r- te fror:: t~1C "- c-;s~·-ult hclicopta:"" S3p= 

~:.:to ~ram the ·':'.ESC.ul t helicopter b~tt..."'.lion co1TITI.".:1dor ~ s nirc'.".'c.:f'~., 

LTC, LfcTY 
Cornri1."'..:."ld bi_ 


