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Sic:rl.fiec1.nt Unit J.ctivities: 
r 

1. The nisElin 1 of the 101st Aviation =·attali0n (i,sse.ult Heliccpter) is 
to pr'0vi1e tactical notility f0r ccr.,bc.t trr·'fS, sunlies ~nd equii:ment cf t.he 
101st .1.irborne Divisic.n durinf the conduct of combat and airT'.:ol:ilc operC1.tioos. 

e.. Duririg the niriety-tw~ :: da~ peri•'d frC"lm 1 i.ugust 196S throuc;h 31 
Cctot:cr 196!3, cnv~red by this report, the 101st .1-.viP.tion .3attali;i1 has been 
c0ntinuously e.mplov-ed in cor.1bat ororatin'15 in suprort of 1'01st .. irborne Divi-:., 
sion Opera.ti,.,ns Sa:i.erset Flairi .::,nd 1~ev~d«: Ear.le. Sufficient cc•ncurrent " 
traininc was cr.rrlucte~ t0 insure thr-1.t assigned rcrsonnel were prnperly pr0-
p:::.red tc. suprnrt the be.t to.linn mis sicn. 

b. The 101st !.vin.tinn 3.---itt~.lfon wns the only as~i.ilt helic0rter t~t­
tali0n surrcrtinr the 101st l.ir~crne 'livisi•n du.ri~'T the rerorted :reric<l. 
Co'1seque~tly, Cl.SSA.ult helicopters P.nri runships of the battalicn hi.bituri.lly 
nrcr::.tcd thr0uphr,ut the divisir;n are<'. of o:r-era.tions as irrlicatod ,·.·n the r.iar 
c-. t Inclr sure 5 . 

2. 'luring the rcrnrtcd f'E:ri·---d, the ·.::-ttl'..lirm flew 17 ,675 hcurs. This ex­
cecde::l th.;; U3,-.RV flvin: h ·ur prnrrt.r,1 for the bR. tttli: '1 fc·r that r:erirtl ty 
sorie 1 /.-'77 h0urs. :.ir~rC\.ft flyinp: i.,~urs ::tnri avnilR.~)ility '.Jy mmth were: ~.s 
follows: 

a. UH-1H ,.ircra.f't 

Hen th 
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. ,.1 ~epnrt r:f 101st Avia.tion :.int talion (Assc:.ult Peliconter) 
f~r peri1rl ending 31 Oct nber 1968, :'?.CS, CS ?On-65, (:11) · 

"!" . UH-1C i•ircrnft 

Month f1Vf,~ :~ cft ,. se::d USi.IlV Iro: rw. Hr Ers Fl0wn ;.v;·· i~vailc>.bility 

hUfUSt 22 1270 1189 42% 
Sertenber 19 1102 729 3J% 
Octr:'er 16 928 752 ~ Totals 19 33.Jo 2670 3 

. 
3. other sirnific<".nt v..ccc-r.r-lishr.,ents of the tc..ttnlicn riurinr: the reported 
!='Br i r.j were ftS fr: llows: 

Crrh-t ;',ssc.ults: 
C rnp8-11Y: 1 4 9 
Battalicn: 15 
T:-.ta; 'Tb7; 

Total tasks: 21,416 
Tons · f C~..rcc: 2,921 
:·Jur:ttcr of 1.::.ssc.yers: 40,251 
Total Sorties: 61,445 

4. 46 Incide:-ita· of r:r··tL'1d fir1-0 were recr:.r•.led, cf which 15 P~urrcd durin,:­
c :->·.t <.cs&:".ults. I<i.entificatir.n Of incide::-its cy r:JisSi'.-.Q. is as f0llc:ws: 

5. 

Gunship Close ~upr~rt: 8 L'1cidents 
i.rned Esccrt: 11 Incidents 
Visuc.l 71.ecnnm_issance: J Incidents 
Tr01-p Cv..rrier Cy.erat Lm: 7 Incidents 
J.esuprly: 15 Incidents 
')r:ywned ;.ircraft Reccvery: 2 Incidents 

l.csults ;f 101st i.Vi".ti:-·n Oper.:\ti•.ns: 

a. 101st ;.ViG.ti 0 n ;::ci.tt::.li n 

( 1 ) ferson 1el 

Conbat 
Non Cor.ibat 
Tot.--_,_ls: 

(2) .t.ircrr:.ft 

Cr nb2.t 
Non Cnrnbat 
Tptals: 

f- :<CLUDL 

losses: 

~1oundecl. 

21 
_.!± 
25 

')3.rr,r:-ed 

20 
-2 
25 

2 

Ff.:.,·,\, 

Kille1 

6 
2 
8 

Destroyed 

4 
8 

T2 

Tot!'.l 

27 
6 

33 

Totci.l 

24 
13 
37 



A 
SUBJEfrr: · Ooerational Retim"t of 101st l:..viation Battalion (Assault Belicopter) 

f~r period ending 31 October 196S, RCS, CS FOtt-65, (R1 ) 

b. Enerey losses credited to the 101st Avia.ticn Battalion: 

( 1) Personnel killed: 135 

(2) Personnel captured: 

(3) Weanons oartured: 

(4) Structures ·danaged· or destro;red: 2 

(5) Sampans. damaged or destroyed: 6 

c. Eh.erny/101 Avn Bn kill ratio: 22 to 1 

A. COMBAT 0P]0Ji.TIONS: 

, . During the reported p~riod,.· too 1 Olst /,viation Battalion supportc8. t' · 
101st Airborne Division in twn major operati6ns: 

'· 

a. Somerset Plain (4-20 August 196BP 
b. Nevada E.:\gfe' ( 1 iLu'·ust - 31 October 1968)" 

2. Operation Somerset Flain: This oper~tion was conducted by the First Bri­
gade, (:leinfcrcen ), 101st /,irborne Divisibn, and consj_stcd of a reco'Ulaissance 
in force of the A Shau V: lle" (YDJ602-YC4691) with the mission of destroying 
the enemy and ris supplies, disrupting enemy o!Jeratio".ls L"l the valle~r, and· '; 
creatL"lg barriers to the enemy's use of key trails and defiles in the area. ~ 
The lOlst Aviation Battalion provided assault helicopter and gunshi:p support 
throughout the operation. (See After Action Report at Inclosure 3) · 

a, Mission of lOlst Aviation Battalion: To ass::, ult and extract b" a1.r 
three US and two ARVN battalions into the A Shau Valley; to sust;oin these 
.units logisticallv and administrrtively by a.ir thro\lghout the operation; 
to provide aerial command and control, visual reconnaissance, and gunshir 
c1wer and close support for pTourrl forces . 

h. Date operation sta,...ted and ended: 4~20 J.ugust 1968. 

c. Location: Thua Thien Province on Vietnam 1:50,000 :rm.psheet 6441; 
area of operations as jndicated on the map at !~closure· 5 

d. Forces involved: 

( 1) US Forces: 101 st ;~viation Battalion 
16oth 1\vfatfon Group Pathfinder T~ms 

(2) other Forces: Nono 

e. ;Jame of coinIJB.ndcc;r: LTC Paul B Snyder 

('(';j\l ( l l")EN"fl l\ I _, .. · ... r ,~,,,· . 1 ,n ... 
( (/.uC{ f~?.t1r.. (;!)) 



· -6}se'rationa1 Report for 101st Aviation Battalion (Assault Helicopter) 
for period ending 31 October 1 96S, RCS, CS FOR-65, ('"'. 1 ) 

f. Concept of the Operation: See after Action Report at Inclo·:\l.."e .3 

g. Execution: See After Action 1.eport at Inclosure 3. 

3. Operation Nevada Eagle: This operation was corrl ucted by the 101 st /,ir­
borne Divi8ion throughout the reported period. It consists of continuous 
actions throughout the division area of operations to destroy the enemy 
and his supplies, disrupt his activities c.nd to achieve military control 
of tho area. The 101st .i.V"iation Battalion provided assault helicopter 
and gunship support throughout the reported period. 

a. Date operation started anJ ended: 15 Mav 1968 arid continues to date. 

b. Ytlssio11 of unit during ore ration: To rrovide assault helicopter, 
gunship, administrative 8nd logistical aviation support to the d:ivisi0·1 .:.c 
requested. 

c. location: Thua Thien Province on Vietnam 1: 50,000 mapshe~ts 6441, 
6541, 6641, and 6442.; area of operatio':1S as irrlicated an the nap at Inclosure 
5. 

d. Name of Cormnander: LTC Faul B. Snyder 

e. Forces Involved: 

(1) 

(2) 

US Forces: 101st Aviation Battalinn 
160!;.h Aviation Group Fathfinder Teams 

Other Forces: Nnne 

' 
f. Concept of the Operation: 101st Aviation Battalion support nf 

~eva1a Eaple envisioned the concurrent conduct of combat assault, logistical, 
and administrative operations b~r centralized control of battalion aircraft, 
and allocation of available resources on a mission prioritv basis in general 
support of the divisinn. 

g. Execution: 

(1) Disposition of Forces: The battali0n Headquarters Company, 
Companv l, Company B, a~d Cornpan~ D were located with Division Headquarters 
and support units at tho division base at Camp Fagle (YD8016). Copn>any, GI' 
was located with the Seco11d Bripade, lOlst ldrbr:>rne Division at LZ ~ally{ 
(Yb6526f. Unit cnrnrre.nd post locations were as follows: 

HL'C: YD807165 
CoA: YD808167 
CoB: YD821156 
Coe: YD63927 4 · 
CoD: YD829167 . 

C~G i .~ ~···, ~, ~~ JTL~L 
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SUBJ!IET: 

" ~~T\1Eu;>ENTtt1 r 

Operational Report of 101st Aviatio~ Battalion (Assault Relic~pter) 
for pericrl ertding 31 0ctober; ~CS, CS FOR-65, (R1) 

All airc:t'aft were ha~itliall v based witJll their unit~:· .. 3ta@'in~ aircraft to 
other locations for extensive periods of tim~, or even overnight, was not 
required or practiced. 

(2) Emplo3rment of Forces 

(Q) Battalion aircraft flew in support of the lOlst Airb~rne 
Pivision on a 24 hour basis throughout the area of oner.::1tions as indicated at 
lnclosure 5 '. Limited, support was also orovided for selected XXIV Corps 
s·pecial. missions, such as gunship and troopship support of Foreign Obset-vatio!1 
Base operations. 

(b) A 24 hour Bat talion Operatio-,s Cetiter (BOC) was na:Lri­
ta.p-i.ed which received all flight missions from the division !.viati0n Gr~ 
(H9U.h !.viation Group). Missions were allocated to subordinate companies 
by the battalion, and performance of all flights were monitored and co~­
trolled by the battalion. 

(c) Routinely, an assault company Ready Reaction Force (R~F) 
of 5 troopshipS, two €&cort gunships and one coill!M.nd and control console air­
craft was constituted each day- to perform prerlannen arrl innnedfa.te troop 
movements throughout the di vision area of operations. The RRF was augmented 
to as many as fifteen troopships to perform specific trooplifts. 14hen a 
:requirer.tent frir more than fifteen troopships was defined, the battalion cn~---­
dLriated, planned and executed the mission as a battalion operation, emrloying 
two or more companies. 

(d) In adriition to lofistical resupply and administrative 
missions which accou"lted for the bulk of the 15023 hours flown in sul'.'rort 
nf Operatjon Nevada Eagle, the battalion executed 152 company and battalion 
size corrbat assaults. · :- " ~ -~ .• "!., •.. 

·<' ' 

(e) The versatility of the battalion was demonstrated by the 
diversity of special or.eratio~s conducted c~ncurrently with the execution 
.-:-f the 1!asic battalion mission. These missions included: 

1. Cnrrrn~nd a~d Crntrol console aircraft for division 
scrior col11J11cnd and staff officers 

3,. long "'anp-e t=atrol (LC?.P) Operations 
0 {'\:::rt.A-:' lo ~LS.. 

_:2. Foreign ~s ·•P-Wi&~ Base (FOT') surport missions 

!:±.. Convoy Cover 

2· Visual Reconnaissance 

6 .. Fire fly ni12:bt illuminati0n ,.,,nd surveillrcnce. 

5 

GD 5 



I 

i.-==_,~1.-4. >P..~_ ft[Yfcf\JB~~~*:on (~ss:ifil~ 1iehc_op-t_er] 
31 October 1968, R.CS, CS Fo~1 .. 65, ('11) 

1· Flare Illu'!Tli.nation 

~. Night Observ-J.t; on Device (NOB) surveilb.nco Missions 

2· Chemical s~rayf (insecticide and defoli3.tion 

iO. CS riot control agent drops 

11· Medical Evacus.tion 

12. \.rmed Helicopter close fire supnort 

11,. "Sniffer" personnel detection surveillc:.nce 

1£:. Psychologi c::i.l Ope·n tions loudspe'1ker -~.nd le' fl et 
drop missions. 

jj. Ar111ed Helicopter med ev~c ~nd heavy lift escort 

(3) ¥.ajor ~otionet 

(a) TO.rec rnj or 1.ctions · occurred iuring t,h8 reported period 
involving the 101st Aviation B'lttalion in support of Oper~tion Nev~d1 ~~gle. 

1· Vinh Loe District (10-24 Sep 68) 

g. Nrun Hoa 7Jistrict (15 Sep - 14 Oct 68) 

l· Phu Vang Sector ( 26 Sep • 10 Oct M) 

(b) Vinh Loe District: 

1· Situ"..tion: 

~· Terr3.in: Vinh Loe District ~s depicteQ ~t Incl<?­
sure 5 is ch1. "."<.cteri zed b•r nat sl3.n1y be'lches <>.long the co".. st with rice 
pad--l_ies inland. Nu.1T!e".'ous fishing vi.lh.ges <J.:r-e loc:i.ted throuo:hout the district. 

£. We.:i.ther: Juring the initial 1ir 1-Ss"l.ult and 
throughout thG oper.--1t:lon, visibility 1.ni ceilings were good f'or 1.ir ope~"tions, 
'l~_in showe ~s 1-.;ore enccr.mtered perio1ics.lly but dj ri not Mn'ler the oper::>.ticn .. 

I. ·~;nm11y forces -; n Vinh Loe District were re­
po'.l."'ted as loc··.l V". units not exceeding co•p-" .. ny size, which were J.rni.ed with 
"'•Ort'l"S, s.utoB9.tic we:i.pons !'nd iniivi'1.ual swia.11 s.rr::is. 

·II. Numorous :igcmt reports in'iic11tci th:1.t a 
s:i_ ?;89.hle eno"T,· force wa.s loc1'1.ter-l throughout the d:i strict, T'1e report was 

{ ....... ;'""'\, r- i ps·· 1 D r· "' c • , • '. (. i 11 \ I. '· I . . . 
\ .l' \ J l..JI : ' •• : ~ •, .· 

' "-·· " • '!.,,..., •• ·. ' 
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Operational Repr·rt of 101st J.viation Battalion (Lssault Pelicopter) 
for period ending 31 October 1968m RCS, CS,FOR-65, (R1) 

substantiated on 4 September when 3 Region1tl Forces cnmpa. lies of Vinh Lnc 
District were rin-ied dorm by intense cnemv fire. Gunships from Company D, 
101 st /,viation Battalion ~pported th8 RF Companies killing 10 enem,y while 
the RF comranies claimed 7 kills. The RF suffered 1 KH/, and several wounded. 

III During and after "Typhoon Bess"· Rgcn't re}'.:Orts 
stated that tl"'e enemy was IT\O".ing into the district from the lowla:rrls which 
were_wicl-er~ter. No friendly forces had been tlirough the area sj_nce the 1968 
TEI' Offensive. • · 

_J. Results of Vinh Loe 

~· The opcratfon terminated on 20 September,,. 
with a total of 970 enemy suspects apprehended, vielding 370 POW 1s. 1 he 
joint US-Vietnamese fnrce killed 153 Viet Cong. 178 weal"'ons were captured. 
The opero.tion severely damaged the Viet Conp infrc:i.structure in Vinh Loe 
District. Friendly casualties were li,eht . 

.!?.· Th~ lOli:;t A~ati~n Battalion received creriit for 
14 kills during the Vinh L:>c District Action. 

(c) Nam Hoa District 
1 •• , ,Sit.uat.:i.~: 
~· Tcrr~in: The Nam Hna action area of orerations is 

characterized by extremely rugr±ed terrain with mnuntajns risi:i.g bbove 3000 
feet. Double a ·d triple canopy is prevele:r:it throughout the area, which is 
cut by de· p valle-:-s. The vallev-s are generally punctuated by open fields ,or ~ 
covered by tall grass a~n woodlands of varying density. 

£_. Weather; Visibilit:r and ceilings were good 
tf1roughout the oreraticn with intermittent re.in showers and early mnrning fog 
being encountered in the valleys. 

c. Enemy Situation: Information received frol"l 
ralliers, detainees and agents during thE; Vinh Loe Operation, r1nd Harine Long 
:1.ange Patrol Teams operating in the area indicated that the mountainbye jun­
e:le area south of Hifhwa.y #1 we..s a sanctuary for the 4th f.JVA Regimentf md ele­
nents of the 22d Regiment§(!~K!. 5th Wnrksite) and probably harbored vast st()res 
of sup-r·licv and cquippent. Thr:. .enerc;r forces iR this ~rcti were trained NVJ. 
soldiers ci.rned with rockets,. mortars, heavy and light autorrBtic wen.pons, along 
wlth inrl.i v:idual weapnns. 

2. Vperat irin: 

a. The first Brigade launched a recnnm:iissance 
in force oneratinn jn tho snuthcast Dort.ion on Nam Ho2_ District to ferret out 
t 1--ie e'1eqy, - his sur: lies, P..nd errnipme~t. Fi'.re Suppcrt B:-1.ses (F'S1J) were 

_ established at QUICKf ("D907035), a.rid B01'3Ef(YC91.J968) t0 s1Jf'f'"rt the <merrtt1011. 
!~ 1-ri1:ade Forward Corrtm3.nd Fost was Gt>tablished at FS~ ANZIO f(YD925095) .. 

l .... (..,i'''~·1;)E1\ IT1AI i,_,, ) i \ !" \ L) _ j \ . .~ 



1. V00-1~ V l•-E 
SUSJECT: Orcrational ""'enort of 101st f,viation s.::i.tt.ei.li(')n (I'.ssault Belicopter J 

f~r period end:i.ng 31October196B, C?.CS, CS-FOR.:..65 (RO 

b • On 15 Sept ember, tho lOlst J,;viat inn Bat talion 
executed airmobile assault's ()f thel/327 Infa.ntr" into a landing zone at 
YD913897 and the 2/502 Infa."1.try i11to a landi 'lg £one at YD905997. The 
lOlst /;viatj_rm Battalion su'·sequently supr-orted the First Brigade for t 1--e 
dura.tion of operations in the area. 

2_. Results of Nam H03. 

~· There was no resistance to the initial assault, 
and the enemy generally avoided contact thraufhout tbe operation. Yany 
enemy camps were fnund, and monerate amounts ~r fond, equipment, and 
We1'.ro'1S were ca.ptured. Fersistent rursuit nf the enemy denied him the 
opportunity to rrep<i.re anri launch attacks against friendly forces. 

b. The lOlst Aviation Bat.talion wP.S credited wit.a 
20 enemy killed during this oper~tionl 

(c) Phu Vang Sector 

1. Situation: 

a. Terrai"'l: Th8 Phu Vang Sector Area of Or-eration 
is depicte:i at inclosure It is characterized by flat coastal plains and 
rice paddies, ~isected by hed£e rows and nunernus streans. The district 
is heavil·· ropulated in the 'l"l"rthwestern sector. 

b. 1feather: Throughout the operation the weather ; 
w.::.s very favorable fnr airmobile operations. JnterI!littent rain showers . ·'· 
earlv mnrning haze were encountered along the coast with no detrimenttl effect 
on the operation. 

c. Enemy '.:iituation: Ebenw. forees 
in the Fhu Vang district cnnsisted of local Viet Cong units not exccedin!'.7 
cnr:n:any size with cadre of the Viet. Cong I..T"lfrastructure attached. Tb-s~; were 
arned with Dnrt~rs, autonatic weaons an~ sn~ll arms. 

2. Operatinn 

~· The Phu V!3ng Orcratinn was a crrdon, search 
and clear acticm crm·-1.ucted bv· the Seco11d Brigade in cnnjunction with the 
1/54th J~RVN Infantry Be.ttti.linn, Regional Forces/' opular Forces, Natinml 
folice, and other re.ra-miHtar·· forces. The 2/17 Cavalry Squndrnn <i.ssistcd 
in closing the cor(kn. Because t'-c area was heavily roriuln.teri and infi1-
t rate~ by friendly elements, no prepare.t orv fires were deli vorE.<l ,qgainst tr c 
landing zone are~s. 

.Q.. On 26 Sertu:'ber, tre lOlst /~viation Datta.lion 
nir ;csso.ultcd the l/54th ~;rtVN Tnfantrv R;:\tta.lion into t'\i'o lrv1d:i11.c: zones A.t 

CC)N FlDEN'TlJ~ 1_· 

EXctuof 
8 

f K. ( :\·· 



COf\JFIDFf'JTf/\L-- ----------- -~--~-----------------
Am:t~ivK.:t-- - ~~ 
SUBJECT: Onerati<">nal Rerort of lOlst Avjat.icm &ttalfon (f,sSci.tl1t Helicopter) 

for period ending 31 October 1968, RCS, cs F0R•65, (Ri) 

YD?ir/237 a.nd YD7872.32. Tht0ugr"ut the following days until the 6peration 
ended. on 10 Octobel"; the lOlst .t.viation Battalion continued to sup""ort 
the Second Brigade with logistical _,.esurply, saturati,..,n ratrol trooT"1lifts, 
c0rnbat assaults, and armed helicopter close suprort. 

l • Results of fhu Vang 

! A total of 8£r"I enemy susnects were detained 
and screened resulting in 174 prisoners of war. Of these prisoners 98 
were ·confirmed as Viet Co g. Combined military arrl police forces killed 
96 enemy ·end captured 161 weapons and 22 to!ls of rice. The enenw' s inf'.r'P.­
structure in Phu Vang was darraged, and he was rienrived of b~<Uy needed food 
surrlies. There was n0 resistnace to airmobile orerations, and friendly 
cc-.sualties were light • 

b . No enel!I' losses were credited to the 101st1 
Aviation Battalion during -this opefa1J.on.' 

(4) Results of Nevada Eagle 

(a) Enemy Losses; 

1. Fersnnnel Killed: 135 

2. Personnel cartured: 

3. Weapons Captured: 

4. Structures damaged or destroyed: -2 

5. Sanpans dam<i.ged or destroyed: 6 

(b) 101 st P.vici.ti0n Battalion Lnsses dur' ng ' 1evada &.rle 

1. Aircraft 

i!:.. Daneged 

,. 
··~ 

Date SN Tv-pc Location Mission Cause Casualties 

1 g J.ug 68 66-1612-vi UH-1H YD617332 '?.esupply Greriade 1 WHA 
18 Aug 68 67-17268 tnf-1H YD810235 Resupply r-nd Fire None 
25 /'.Ug 68 66-16342 DB-1H YD867055 Cbt Aslt ~Bld Strike None 
28 A.ug 68 66-1116 UH-1H YD685143 Cbt Aslt Bld Strike No'1e 
25 Sen 68 66-1116 UR-TH YD990'110 Resupply Gnci Fire \Tone 
25 Dep 68 66-16226 UH-1H YD985979 Resupply Gnd Fire 1 KPJ, 
27 Ser 68 66-1011 UH-1H· YD634342 Cbt llslt TR Strike Nrmo 
2a sci-- 68 66-16348 tTH-1H Chssified FOB Gnd Fire 'Tnnc 

2 Oct 68 65-17G UH-1C YD071685 f~rmed Esc Gnd F:ire '-Tone .. 
J •• \. -

IL) Ef\J T 1/-\L \ : t~ ! J 
, .. 

"""~ '-~' . ~ . 
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'· SUBJEJT: Ooeration nerort f(')r 101st t..vi~tirn Batt;i.lion (Assault Heliconter) 

ferr period m=id~ng 31October1968, ncs, CS F0~-65, (R1) 

~ M Type Location Missi0n. Cause Casualties 

5 Oct 68 66-17121 UH-1H ZC0209BO Resuprly Stump in LZ None 
16 Oct 68 66-15092 UH-1C Classified FOB Gnd Fire None 
29 Oct 68 65-9525 UH-1C ZD110015 Arned Esc Gnd Fire 2 WNH 
31 Oct 68 66-1115 UH-1H Classified FOB Gnd Fire None 
31 Oct 68 67-17979 UM-1H Classified FOB Gnd Fire None 

& Destroyed 

25 t.ug 68 67-17513 UH-1H YD867055 Cmt /._slt Coll.is iori 1 WNH 
4 Sep 68 65-9471 UH-1H YD638277 Reposition 1~eather None 

21 Sen 68 65-15668 UH-1H YD815613 Armed Esc Overweight 1 WNR 
2s set-. 68 66-532 UH-1C Classified FOB Gnd Fire None 

4 Oct 68 67-17665 UH-1H YD809165 IRRP Mech Fail None 
24 Oct 68 66-1612t UH-1H ZC1269.37 Resupply TR Strike 2KNH/2WNB 

c. Sumrrary of I.ircraft Dama-:-ed arrl Destroy-ed dur-
ing Oper<;.tion Nevada ?ogle 

Hostile 
Non Hostile 
Tot;\.l: 

Hostile 
N,-,nHostile 
Trtal 

::on.T-Iostile 
Total~ 

lJevada Eagle 

Hostile 
?JnnHostile 
'i'otccl 

I Guns hi rs 

Damaged Destroyed Total 

3 1 4 
0 2 2 
3 ) b 

II Troopships 

':/ 0 ' A .2. 1 ,. , 3 l4 

III Aggregate 

10 1 11 
it. .2. ...2 
14 6 20 

:2 Summa.rt of personnel cl'!.sualtics during Operatinn 

Wounded Killed Total 

21 6 27 
~ 2 6 
25 8 33 

1C 
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4. Problem /::reas 

a. Utilization of Aircraft 

(1) Discussion 

(a) Careful analysis of aircraft utilization in th'e 101st 
f,irborne Division indicates that optimum. utilization of aircra"'t flight 
hours is frequently not r.ade. This ~ especially true in the case of air­
craft assir·ned to support maneuver battalirm logistical requirements. 
Detailed surveys, conducted over a six day period, of daily mission profiles 
during the rerorted period revealed that flight ti.ine is often wasted on 
inefficient, nonessential, nm even redundant sorties. Such rnisma.na.gornent 
causes aircraft mission tir.ies to be routinely extended to aJlow comrletion 
of the logistical SUT'port mission. ~f 

(b) The resulting situation impacts unfavorably on 
aviation operati~ns in three areas: 

1. Flying hours on the aircraft are increased without 
a comr.'lensumte return in utilization. Sinc;e· flv5 ng hours ci.re geared 
~irectly to a na.intenance man hour rei:iuirement, this means that flight 
operations are inefficient since they.require a· considerably greater rra.int­
enance· and fly:i..nr hour investment to accoMplish the mission. This deprives 
the 101st t.irborne 1)ivision of badfty needed flifZ'ht Pours which crmld be devoted 
to other :missions. 

2 Extension of aircraft missio11s n.rten results in the 
helicopter r\epart~.np-at riavl:trht, am returning to its b?.Se after .-lark. The 
result is t'hat ho time is availahle to r-erform necessary m.i'1tenance rlurin,8' 
da•·light hours. This compounds the reintenance l!lC'.n hours ner flif"ht hour 
prnbleM rliscussed above. 

2.· Finally, contiryuous use of the aircraft through­
out the riay and into the evening does not perm.it the aircrew to get the 
rrorer rest and fooi to keep them at reak efficiency. This crea.tes a 
rotentially hazarrious situC1.tion, e,nd incre~ses the likelihood of M a~ r­
craft accidr:nt . 

(2) Action Taken: The 160th Aviation Groun and Division G,3 
have taken action to reduce the misutilization of aircraft. A 
ness~ge was ·nublished bv division on 28 October which strongly emnhasizes 
the need f0r proper rla~ning in the use ()~ aviation assets .. guborninate 
U'1it3 have ber:n instructed to submit a well docur:icnted Unsatisfactnrv Mis­
sion Form in cases wl"iere they believe th~t the mssion for wh:ich tre aircraft 
was extended is not sufficiFnt to nerit the use of the aircraft. 

b. Flight Orcrations 

11 
fO' c !Y\ 



(a) Logistical arrl adl'linistrative support m.issions accounted 
f.·r the vast l!'ajority o-r aircr~ft flirht hours flown rluri,1g the reported 
period. Perhans the greatest single factor affecting the conduct of these 
missions was ~zards associated with operati1-ig aircraft from inadequate 
lanriing zones. 

• 
(b) Coimnon shortcomings of lAnding zones battalion aircraft 

were reauired to use while ~perforr.ting logistical and arirninistrative support 
17'.issio'lS were: 

1. landing Zones too sna.11 for safe operation of the 
aircraft into it. 

2. Loose, blowing debris and eauipment in the vicinity of 
the lan~ing zone. 

l· Obstructions in the landing zone such as stum~s, nc~~s 
mounds of earth, and items of equipnent. 

(2) f.ction Taken: ThroUfh an a.P"pTessive program of i'1struction 
and education of ground personnel to aviaiion requirements, coupled with 
frequent sc-:fet,. inspections of logistical resupply landing zo1'1.eS, conditions 
are beginning to show improvement. 

B. TJ..CTICS AND TEJHT-.TIQUES: 

1. Tactics and techniques use:i bv this batt~.lion during the reported 
period were conventio~al and represente~ no innovations to current ctoctrine . 
in Vietnam. 

2. f, Combat SOP was published for the Battalion duri'lg the re:r:orto:l ror­
icx:i. The basic SOP is attached at Inclosure 4 to provide detailed infor­
ratio11 on the methods by which the battalion accomplished its mission. 

C. Tlli~ INI\IJG: 

1. Grou.11d Training: Sufficient grourn training was co"l'.iucted during the 
reported perio:i to meet essential requir,:r:ients ?.rd to sustain the operational 
capabilit:v of the unit. Because nf the low exrerience level of enlisted per­
sonnel being assigned to the battalion, particularly in the clerical, suprly, 
and r.Bintenance fields, extensive on the job training is rcauired to hring 
their perfow.ance up to minir1uT'.l. acceptable standards. The requirenent for 
this training necessarily devrades the ri..ission cai:ability of the battalion. 
In additic:n to on the job trainin , forml :instruction was comucted in the 
followinf areas: 

a. Comr:l(1nd Inforrration 
b. Code of Coii.duct 
c . H1 6 Rif lc Firing 

,~,, ·'l • \ ~- 'f'\'-• \ \ - ~ t - ' 
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A . 
SUBJECT: Ooerational Renr,rt of 101 st Aviatirm Battalion (Assault Helicorter) 

for period errling 31 Oct(")ber 196S, "CS, cs FOR, (R1) 

d. 

e. 
f. 
g. 

CBR 
(1) Riot cnntrol agent exposure 
(2) Use and care of Frotective lvasks 
(3) Operation of E8 Gas Dispenser 

Physical securit" and Ground !Te.tense 
Field Sanitation 
Vietnamese Customs 

2. Aviation Training: Normal training was accomplished to include initial 
orientation of newly assigned c>.vfators and. quarterly stcmdardization training 
of ; pilots. Special emphasis has been placed on train:i ng of rioor gunners 
and proficiency in the techniques of flying during the rerinds of heavy 
precipitation, 10w ceilings, an"l reduced vis-ibilitv which will be prevalent 
during the coriinr winter monsoon :in the I Corps T8.ctic.?,1 Zone. 

3. Farr.al Schools: M..a.ximUT:'l use of school quotas were ma.de. The following 
quotas were received: 

Course 

UH-1 .Airframe 
AH-1G Gunnery 
Tech Sup Spec 
T53-i..13 Engine 
T53 Enfine 
Jungle Enviroru"lental 
Survival School 

D • OPLJ.NS !1 '·JD OFORDS : 

Length 

10 Da-ys 
21 Da.ys 
10 Days 
10 Days 
10 Days 
3 Days 

Location Personnel Attending 

Vung Tau 4 'EM 
Bien Hoa. 2 Off 
Vung Tau 5 EM 
Vung Tau 7 TIM 
Vung Tau 3 EM 
Phillipines 5 Off ,. 

The following Operations Orders were published bv the battalion dur­
ing the reported period • 

. 1. oroRD 2-68 

a~., Situation: Duri"1g the perio:i 4-2') 1~ugust 196°, the First 
Brigade (Re info-reed), 101 st .drbor1e Divisi:-n, conducted Ooeratio11 Somerset 
Flain in the A Shau Valley (See After Action 'Report at Inoiosure 3.) The 
101st !.viatiQ1. Battalion pNm.ded assault a--rl gunship helicopter suppcrt 
fnr the operation. 

(2) Mission: The mission the 101st Aviation Batt.?.lion was to 
air assault four battalions of jnfantry into the !. Shau v~_iley and to 
provide resupply, repositioning and lift of a reserve battalion on order. 

2. OPOBD 3-68 

&. Situ2tion: Same P.S OPORD 2-68, 

r·· r·· _1clDE~.\r1··10._ 1 \ __ _.; \ . ./ , " I , . '!! . / , -~~ 
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CONFiOENTfAL 
A VTJCT:..f..Vl.~E- : . -
SUBJECT: OpP-rational ~.erort of t01st Aviatio'1 :Ba.ttci.linn (Assa.ult Helicor-ter) 

for period endirig 31 October 1968, RC~, CS FOR-65, (R1) 

h. Miss inn: The nission detailed bv this OPORD was the extrae­
tibn of combat forces from the A Shau Valley to terminate Operatiou Somerset 
P.iain. 

3 , . OP01.D 4-6S 

a". Situation: During the pericd 10-20 Septertlber 1968, the Second 
Brigade conducted a cordon( search f'.nrl clear oreratinn j n V:inh Loe District., 
(See Sect..:.on 1, Par 3 ,g, (3), (b), this :report). 

b, P..ission: The mission detailed by this OPORD was the cnrrlu.c't 
of simultaneous air assaults of two infa.ntry battC1.lions and S'Ubs~nt 
trooplift and logistical suprort of the operatic-n by the 101st Aviation 
Battalion. 

E. 011G"NIZ(JJON: See att.achOO organiza.tiCQ chart .at In.closure 1 .. 

F. CHBMICAL: 

1, Che~ical Operatio~s. 

a, 1. t.otal of two Riot Cnntrol !gent (CS) drors, twenty two 
defoliation, and twelve insecticine ~~ssions for a total of 36 chemical sunport 
operations W"ere performed Ly the 101st Aviation Battalion duri:ig the reported 
period. 

b. Tacticnl Eg 3 5mm cartridge CS lau"lchcrs were installed fer the. 
rurrose Of rerimeter defense in the 101st f,Vil'l.tion Rattalinn sector of the '_; ., 
Camp Fagle perimeter. There are two ES launchere per bunker for a total of 
ejght. 

c. Atropine injectors were issued on the basis of three per indi­
vidual msk a.ssig11ed, in compliance w5th lOlst Airborne Division regulat:ion 
?50-~, pg.r 6, dated 4 July 1968. Re.~uisitions for M-13 treatne'1t kits and 
M1~1 water rroof bags were also suhr.iitted. 

2. Tra.i'1ing: 

a. Units were 2xposed to CS riot control agent to rraint.:i.in mini­
rmm traici.ing renuire:r'ents. Concurrently 11 insrcction and fitting cf all 
indivitiual rrotecthre mskS was accor.i.plished. The.Se activities are 
schenuled on a monthly basis. 

b. Fersonnel were trained in the firing, operation, and safety 
precautions for the m, cs launchers installed on the bunkers. 

c. Personnel were briefed 0n NVA/'VC use of apor"..or-phl n.e g;i.s, its 
symptor.is, effects, cmd actions to be ta.ken when e:icros~d to it, 

14 
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AVOO 
SUBJECT: 

CONf lDC\ITlAL _______ _ 
Operational Report of lOlst Aviation Battalion (As5ault Helicopter) 
for peri'Od' ending 31 October 1968, CS-FOR 65, (R1) 

G. INTELLIGENC& 

'f. Operation Nevada E:lgle (l Aug - 31 Oct 68) 
During the reported period the 101st Aviation Battalion supported 

the i01st Airborne Division comme!)cing 15 Ms.y 6S and continues to date. 

a. Terrain: The 101st Airborne DiVision's· Area of Operations 
is depicted at Inclosure 5 and consists of an open rice ps.ddy environ­
ment along the coast similar to the Delt·a are&.~ In the inte:rmedia:te a.rea 
bet ween the mountains and the coastal plain are large expa.ns es of rolling 
and broken terrain .. , On the interior~- rugged mountains rise to 4,000 feet 
often covered by :lo~le and triple tiered jungl.e canopy, 

b •. Weather:. Weather forecasts are receiVed from USAF OL-4 Det 
32, 5th Weather Squadron attached to the 101st Airborne Division. The 
weather data provied was adequate, up to date and very useful during this 
operation. The weather was generally favorable for air operations during the 
rep::irted period. During the period 4-8 September "Typhoon Bess". ps.ssErl thru 
the area of operations hindering air operations for approximately 48 hours due 
to heavy precipitation arrl h.iih winds. No aircraft damage was sustained as a 
result of the stonn. 

c. Enemy Situation: Elements of the 4th NVA Regiment, 22d NVA 
:'.:egiment (AKA 5th WorkSite), 9th NVA Regiment, OOJd NVA Regiment, Viet Cc::::­
local force ccmpanies and Viet Cong guerillas were encountered during the 
rep::irted period. The enemy employed evasive tacties throughottt the reported 
period, avoiding mjor contacts with friendly forces. He did launch rocket :~ 
and mortar attacks against allied installations and fire basea, in!lict:.ing .. 
minor damage and casualties. 

d. Intelligence Sources: 

(1) The following sources of gathering intelligence data were 
utilized throughout the reported perio:i. 

(a) Observation by aircrews operating daily throughout the 
area of operation. 

(b) Analysing Joint Services Fire Incident and Damage Reports 
of other Aviation Units. 

(c) The daily Division Intelligence Sumrrary 

(d) Coordinating with the supp:irted unit prior to hell-
borne operations. 

(e) Elctracting pertinent information fror1 the division 
Oroer of Battle books'. 

(f) Gro1md ta.ctical r:a. ps and charb of ;-,he arec. of ope:rD.tions. 

(2) The intelligence sources were an asset in plann:ing and 
cond<~ctinp: airmobile op~d..ctrm: jtllll'<fii~~f \ A,4__arro of rpern. tions :md p:r-,ved 

',! ,l'Jl"° !lJL_ ~~ . 
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-OoerPtiona.l Rerort of 101st Aviation Battalion (Assault µelicorter) 
f;r period ending 31 Octnb.,,r 1968, 'Ii.CS, CS FO'!f.-65, (R1) 

to be time1y and accurate. 

e. Enenzy" Losses: 

( 1 ) Dur:i ng the re!'orted reriod the lOlst hirborne D:i.v:is ion 
has been credited with 1, 132 eneey killed. 

(2) Dur~nf the rep0rted neriod the lOlst Aviation Ba.ttalio~ 
has been credited with 1}5 enemy killed. 

(3) Oreration Nevada :Eagle has kert the enemy on the run, 
denying him time to set up or launch major attacks ar'ainst friendlv j 11stal­
lat:ions and fire bases. The loss of large amounts of fnod, wea.prms and 
a~irru.nition has greatly reduced his effectiveness. 

2; Oreration Somerset Plain: During the period 4-20 t..ugust 1968, the 
101st Aviation Battalion suprorted the 101st Airborne Division on Operat1on 
Somerset Plain in the A Shau Valley. 

a. Terrain: The area of operati0n fo:r Oreration Somerset Fla~ n 
as depicted at Inclosure 5 consists of intermediate to high mountai~s with 
dense undergrowth forest with double anrl triple tiered canonr bei·ig the domin­
ant fnnn of vegetation. Numerous perennial and intermittent streams 
dissect these mountains. Slores are ge1erally from 40 t0 6a/o with some 
slopes as severe as 1oo,t (45 degrees). The width of the A Shau Valley 
varies from approxim.tely 300 meters at grid coominates YDJ630'.32 to two t0 
three kilometers near h Lutii. The ave rape width is one to two kilome7 ers. 1Jhe 
topograrhy along the val.ley floor is flat to fently rolling; me~n elevation;, 
is aT'prnxirrately 500 mete:rs. 

b. Weather: r,leather played a most irnporta'1t role in this operation 
due to fog in the early morning hrurs .".n'i severe thurrlerst arms in the after­
noons. T·leather received from the USAF OL-4 Det 32 ,5th \1eather Squadron, 
attached to the 101 st Airborne Dj_vision Wa.s n0t satisfactory for the fol­
l"wing reasons: 

(1) During the first two to three days of the operation the 
forec;:,sting was done fr~:r:i C::ir:ip Fagle, aprroxj_mtel:v 38 kilometers away from 
the valley. This was in:Irractical rl.ue tr:> mountainous terrai11 between the 
two locations. 

(2) On about the third day a weather obs-erver-forecaster was 
rlaced at 'SC'.gle•s !\Test (YD406036) so that he could see the valley a11n fore­
cast timely and accurate weather data. This was not successful due to 
Eagle 1 s ~est location on tor of··a high nou11tain. The lncation vw.s obs cured 
by clouds and fog the rajority of tir:1e dur:ir,g the ooeratj_on, making an 
estiirate of weather conditions in the valley next to impossible. 

(3) Fire Support. H:•.se Berchtesgarten (YD427013) wP.s utilized 
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SUBJECT: 

.. -.. -CONE1DE~--.1TlAL 
()pe·.~atiol"lal Renert of 101st Aviation Ba.ttalif)n (Assault Belfoopter) 
f;r period end~ng 31October1968, :rtCS, CS FOR-65, (R1) 

for the last 5 days of the or.oration with ff)recasts improvinp: some, but again 
due to adverse weather this lf)CC?.tion W9.S occasionalbr impracticable. 

e. Enerny Situation: Elements of the 280th J~ir Defense Regiment, 
6th 1-PJ!. Regiment and 29th NVA Regiment were encr.untered during the oreration, 
however, only sporarlically. The enemy e:r.rclo"ed harrassinr- hit and .run tac­
tics, avoiding major enfagenents with friendly forces. Due to prolonged and 
exte"1sive ground reconnaissance of the valley orior to the orierat:ion, it is 
felt that the ener:iy withdrew from the area and- left a Sl".18.ll force behind to 
hinder a'11 harass friendly forces while;:i.voiding r:iajor contacts. 

d. Intelligence Sources: 

(1) The foll0wing sources of gatherinp intelligel"lce 1ata were 
used for Operation Somerset Plain: 

(a) Tactical ms.~s and charts of the area of 6peratinns 

{b) Visual Recnn flights b~, elements of this unit and 
the 1st t.ir Cavalry Division. 

( c) USJ,F Visual Re con flight reports 

(d) Analysing Joint Services Fire I11cident and Darn.re 
Rerorts of other aviation units. 

(e) Extracting pertinent iDfornntion fron the Divison 
Order of Battle books 

; -

(f) utilizing ficto Maps for pla11ri.ing and settinr up the 
Stage Field Area and Pick Up Zones. 

(g) Utilizing photo ~aps of the valley, (current black 
and whi_te mosaics) to rick out th'"' la"lrtj np Zo 1es and provide the aircrews of 
a conplete LZ terrain nicture. 

.• i_ 

(h) 1st !dr Cavalr.v Divis:'01 !.fter Actjon Report of their 
opera.t:i <m in the valley provined nuch needed data on a'1ti-aircraft fUn nos­
itions, types of anti-aircra-f't fire received in the valley, as well as detailed 
descriptions of numer0us landing zone areas. 

2. These intelligence sources were invaluable in rlanning anrt con­
ducting this operation. 

e Eneny IDs ses 

(1) The 101st Airborne Division vm.s crcditen with 82 eneey 
-· killed during ODeratinn SQ:lerset Plain. 
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for perioi ending 31 October 196S, ~CS, CS FCR-65, (rd) 

(2) No enemy losses were credited to the 101st !.viatinn Battal­
ion during this operation. 

(3) Operation Somerset Plain invaded an enemy stronghold area• 
Sizeable quantities of weapons anri. a.rmnunition we!"e captured and stronghold 
complexes were destroyed. Visual recon'1aissance of the valley Within seven 
davs after the OT'eration terminated, showed the ene:rrw complexes were rebuilt 
and there was e'1eey acti v;i. ty throughout the area. It is unlikbr that the 
operation i~pa.ired the enenw operations in the area. 

H. PERSON1'TEL: 

1. t~s of 31 Oetobir 19613, the strength of the 101st Aviatfon Batte:.~-~ - ·· 
1 .. ;c=ts as follows: 

a. Unit breakri.own 

Officers HP.C ££..£ Co B Co C Co D - -
Au th: 13 11 1. 1 11 17 
.Asgd: 15 16 17 17 11 

Warrants 

Auth: 2 36 36 36 14 
J\sgd: 2 31 29 33 21 

Enlisted 

r~uth: 81 148 148 148 128 
Asgd: 84 151 166 166 142 

b. ftedapitulation 

Arzrrerate Officers ''·Tarrants Enlisted Total 

!.uth: 63 124 653 840 
''sgd· "~ . . 76 11 6 709 9J1 

c. iCeplaceMents 

(1) Duri~g the rerorting perio1, the battalion received the 
following replacements: 

OF'PICER 

17 42 212 271 
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f;r period end5nr 31 October 196S, RCS, CS FOR-65 (R1J- -

(2) The majority of enlisted rerlacements were in MCS 67N. 
Althnugh the personnel were school trained, the exr·erience level was lo\11'\ 
This necessitates extensive on the job trainin~. 

(3) The overage of personnel is the result of earl~ requi­
sitioning to offset the large nuni:>er of personnel with ~ovember arrl December 
DEnOS dates. 1.nticireted losses for NoveMber anri Decer.iber are as follows: 

Officer i\0.rre.nt E7.8.9 

9 

E6 and BelCM Total 

16 19 1o6 150 

d. Reenlistment: During the report itlg period, there were no 
reenlistments in the battalion, although 41+ enlisted men an:i 4 warrant 
officers have requested extension of their Foreign Service Tour. 

e. During the rerorting perio:i, the battA.lion received enlisted 
promotions through divisi~n chan1els as follows: 

sustained: 

Date 

5 J.ug 6P. 
8 Aug 68 

Date 

4 Aug 68 
4 /,ug 68 
4 Aug 68 
4 f,ug 68 
4 Aug 68 
4 i~Ufc, 68 
l~ J:.Uf 68 
4 f'.ug 68 

f. 

0 

m. 
4 

E6 E5 

30 

During t'- e reT"nrting r-erin<i, the following casuP.lties were 

(1) Operation Somerset Plain (4-20 Aug 6S) 

(a) Wounded, \Jon Hostile 

Nal!le Grane 

Ken..~edy, Donald F SF5 
Klein, Ho1.,ra.,..d M ' 0101 

f.STq 

711. 17736985 
WJ 157591 

(b) ~founded, Hostile J..ction 

l\Ja.me Grade 1\SN 

Murphy, Gilbert D W01 WJ 160661 
Clark, I.arry L H01 WJ 158773 
Burton, Robert V SGT R!.16841314 
Gaskins, Curtis H '·T() 1 W3158P12 
Parrish, Janes C SP5 US53451'731 
Ferrir, Ronald C Mfl.J 082221 
Searls, t(ichael D SP4 RP.11564 936 
Wheeler} Faul 1 .' C'·l2 W3155741 

19 

Oren 

Co A 
Co /:. 

Orgn 

Co C 
Co c 
Co c 
Co c 
Co c 
Co D 
Co C 
Co C 

Crew Chief 
Pilot 

Dutv ----......... 

Pilot 
Pilot 
Gunner 
Pilot 
Crew Chief 
Pilot 
Crew Chief 
Pilot 

; . 
·' 
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Operational Renert of 101st Aviation Battalion (Assault Heliconter' 
f~r period ending 31 October 1 96S, RCS, CS FOR-6 5, (R 1 ) 

(c) Killed, 1\Ton-Hostile /.ction: llJone 

(rt) Killed, Hostile Action 

T-JCU!le Grade ASN Orgn Dut1.r -
4 Aug 68 Kin, Harry SP4 ~IL 18847961 Co C Crew Chief· 
8 Aug 68 
8 ;,ug 68 
8 l .. ug 68 
e 1.ug 68 

Fla in 

Hipbee, Gar} L .. CPT 05420467 
Ovaitt, Richard f, i'f01 '·13160363 
Bartlett, Charles D SP5 ru .. 11363 873 

j Leach, Dickie L SP4 RA1980074 

(e) sun~ary, Personnel Casualties, 

Hostile: 
Non-Hostile: 
Total: 

Wounded 

8 
2 

10 

Killed 

5 
0 
5 

Total 

13 
2 

15 

Co D Pilot 
Cn D Pilot 
Co D Crew Chief 
Go D Gunner 

Operation Somerset 

( 2) Ope rat inn Nevada E'Ktgle ( 1 J.ug 68 - 31 Oct 68) 

(a) Wcunde1, Non-Hostile 

Date Name Grade !.SN -
2 9 Sep 68 Roberts, Davin A . 
29 Oct 68 Tuel, Ken'1eth ~ 

1Lt 
SP5 

05250349 
US54927514 

(b) ;founded, ~ostile /"'ction 

Date Name Grade ASN 

16 Aug 68 Hall, Ome?9 Sf 4 RA67128434 
Hfllig 68 :?Jet calfe, Timothy' CW2 ;,.13 154425 
23 Aug 68 Mccloud, Carrrill SP4 RJ\13761556 
23 Aug 68 Freenan, Walter SP5 ":/.!. 14 961 888 
23 Aug 68 Ghimenti, AlJ_en SGT RA 11565255 
23 l~ug 68 Kelly, Willie SSG RJ.. 15 6 50076 
23 Aug, 68 King, Dale SP4 11 .. 16860507 
23 Aug 68 Brooks, Bnbbie FFC RA.11704341 
24 AUE 68 Steinbach, "'ichard J~ SP4 Ric 114111289 
24 Ser 68 ;·/add ell, Engar C Jr 1LT 05~42130 
29 Oct 68 1..<food, Thomas B Jr Ci'12 '

1!3157467 
29 Oct 6P Johnson, Sheman S.SG Rh 15637374 

( c) Killed, Non-Host il,e 

cc)[\ j cl DE·" I r I " . ". '.. l \ . ' ./l'ltl i\t:;.Jl-i\'. 
20 

Orgn Duty 
, .. 

HHC .Asst S4 
Co C Crew Ch~ e-~ 

Org~ · Duty 

Co C , Gun'1er 
ea":oJ Pilot 
m-:c Suprly Clsrk 
m.ic Medic 
HHC R'CT Tm Chief 
HHC Mess SGT 
Co f, Tech Sup Sp 
H}TC Supply Clerk 
Co D Gunner 
Co B Pilot 
Co D Fi lot 
Co D Gunner 
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Name 

24 Oct 68 Riley, Robert 
24 Oct 68 Sparks, David 

Grade 

\101 
SP4 

ASM -
W31593~6 
'V'.16916965 

(d) Killed, Hostile Action 

Date Name 

25 Sep 68 Blain, Dennis 

(e) 

Bos tile 
Non Hosotile 
Total 

(f) 
~gle and Somerset Fla in 

Hostile 
No11Hostile 
'.Pot al 

K 

Summary, 

Wounded 

13 
2 

15 

SurnrarY, 

Wounded 

21 
L 

25 

Grade 

PFC 

Fersnnnel 

Killed 

1 
2 
3 

Ferso'1nel 

Killed 

6 
2 e 

2. other Fersonnel Activities 

a • USA ;:f.l IG Inspect ion 

Ji.SN 

~l.11915689 

Casulaties, 

Total 

14 
_ii. 
18 

Casualtiect, 

Total 

27 
6 

33 

Co C 
Co C 

Orgn 

Co !. 

Filot 
Gtinner 

Duty 

Gunner 

Oreration Nevada Eagle 

OrerRtion· NevP..da 

(1) On 10 anct f1 · October 1968, HHC and ;. e()tlp:::.ny were 
insnected by the USJ,RV IG Team. S0me ·"f the ma.,ior areas covered were: ad:min­
istl-ation, control of ration cards (M/;CV Forms 333), U11it Funds, CBTl, orera­
tions, suprly activities,-·-. :raintenance, medical, 2.nd communice.tions. 

(2) The only najor discrerancv was a ~NO which had not been 
accomrlished on the M60 machine guns. This MWO is a Thirl Echelon respons­
ibility as it requires the weapon to be rech9.rihered. No·forr.ic\l report on 
the findinfS ·"f tfie IG has been received. 

b. Finance J.ctivities 

( 1) Nonnal monthly pay da" activities are followed with a 
mnilTIUJ'l of pay complaints. These cmplaints are hanrUed exrcditfouslv by 
Fay Cor.i.rlaint Tearns sent out r10nt;W.y by Di vision F]nance 

(2) On 21-22 October 1968, all Eilitary fai Certifjcates were 
converted to a new series. Altho}U.:h this was a two day opet\1.tion, it 1.-ia::1 

completed with no prob~ f \J F j LJ E j•J TI A L 
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c. n.elif-ious /~ctivities: 

( 1) J~ Catholic Chaplain was assigned to the 160th tv:l.ation 
Group am has rode rerular visits to the be.ttalion throurhout the rer.(')rtinp 
periorl.. No dj fficulties arising fron unavailabilit~r of a chaplain have come 
to the attention of this comrrand. 

(2) ScheduleSof Religious services convenient to the Bat­
t~lion are as follows: 

Division fr~vcer Chute (Div HQ) 326 Engr Bh 

F'rntestant 0900 1000 
1100 

Catholic 0745 11 "I" 

1000 
Episcopa.l 1300 0900 

d. Maintenance of Discipline, law and Order 

(1) l)urlng the reporting r:eriod, this Battalion processed 
31 discipli·0,-~~y act:fons as follows: 

s~ ".':~ial Courts-}'art~al: 
,. C t M t. 1 :: _;_r_LE:.~.-y ,our s- Br 12. : 

;:'-· s v.l:_on L rt icle 15' s: 
'./cr::pany J,rticle 15's: 

3 
2 
2 

24 

(2) Lf~gal matters, taken as a whole anrlwith consirl.eration 
.dven to existinr circUJr.sta.nces, are handled expeci.itiously arrl within the 
frovisions of repulations. 

e,;.. The followinp is a record of assignments of kev nositions within 
the bat~1inn 

f osition 

Bn CO 
Bn XO 

s1 

'Jame Rank 

Snyder, Faul B LT.0 
f'.ll!n.?.n, Bernard R LTC 
lepJ.aced by: 
Jones, John L Jr 
Butner, Iienryr C 
Replaced by: 

Mf',J 
OFT 

McDonald, Janes L CW2 
Replaced b:v: 
Blackburn, Sonny 
Position Vacant 

CFT 

12 May 68-Fresent 
3 Jan 68-3 Sep 6£1 

7 Sen - Fres ent 
7 Jui 68-JO Ser- 68 

5 Aug 68-JO Sep 68 

1 Oct 68-Fresent 

Ivey, He{~-t}-Y f\ .· f4.tN~f 11Jt 1Jul \,,LJF\u l. 11-\L ·" ... ~ . . 

68-rresent 



~ONF\DEi~TlAL 
------- - ---·-- ~- ---------- ------- - -~-- ----~- -~ 

AV~ _ 
SUBJECT: Orerationa.l R.eoort nf 101st Lviati~n Batta.lion (Assault Helicnr.t,er) 

f;r period end~ng 31 October 1968, RCS, CS FC~-65, (R1) 

Position ~ ~ Effective Da.te 

54 Cotter, Paul L MAJ 4 lpr 68- Present 
Staff !faint Cobb, Jerome L m~ 4 Jul ( 8-15 Se:r 68 

Replaced by: 
Parker, Murry E :MJ~J 16 Sep 68-Fresent 

Bn Surgeon ThoMas, Jnhn W III crT 'IO Nov 67-F'resent 
Avn Safety Off Blackburn, Sonny CFT 2~ Sep 67-Fresent 
Signal Off Greffius , E5.r 1 D 1Lt 3 Sep.68-fresent(Frev. vacant) 
HHC CO Souvenir, .Stanle' J CFT 1 Aug 6B.;.Present 
Co A CO Balberde, ./'.lexan1er Jr MAJ 1 Jul 6S-Present 
Co E CO Add is, D aniel A M/~J 1 Jul 6 P-Present 
Co C CO Dreher, Henry E MAJ 1 Jul 68-Present 
Co D CO Perrr, Ronald C MAJ 1 Aur 6~Present 
SGT 1'njor CoX"t ell, 1ies ley SGM 7 Dec 67-P:resent 

I. 1..(X}IST ICS: 

1 • Loristical Su!:mort of Ma.4"r OrerA.tfr.ns : Lopistica.l sur:rort used. 
during the reriod !.ugust through Octo1·er 1968 was characterized by .two dis­
tinct orerations. The first was Operation Snnerset Flain which took place 
':luring the reriori 4 thrOUfh 20 Awust. The second wa.s Operation Nevada 
Ea.r:le which went on continuouslv frnr 1 August thrnurh .31 October 10.68. 

a. Oreration Sonerset Flain: This .oreratin11, which il"lvolverl 
heJ.::..- ~_jf-~ r.<i.' 1st Brigade, 101st Lir"borne Division troC>rers al"ld 1st ARVN Div­
isic:-: -'.:,:;:00~::s ~rto the A Shau Valley, had three distinct logistic01l sur::rort ;_; 
phc·;.s c=. The first phase started 5 - 7 days before 'D Day and en1ed on D + 2. ~ 
It involved the ,L"uilci up of the r.sr arrl re-f'uelinp facilities at FSP Biroi'lg­
ham. The secnnri rhase was between the tr0or i11sertion and extraction when 
coroat support missions were flown; and the third pt-..ase \.As the troor ext­
raction and the clean-up which followed. 

( 1) First Fhase: f. build-ur: of a.1·-mun~tion at the tSf 
at FSB ~irninghan started almost a week befnre the ~irst troops were lifted 
in. Jen officer a'1.d seven EM of the 101 st f,viat icm Dat talion ,.,ere mwed to 
F:":B Birmiwhar; to break out arrn:nmi ti0n and spot it at roi nts 011 the arr-ed 
helicorter- pPrking/re-arn rad. Surrort pers~nnel ( Cla~s III) were directed 
to es' r·blish the JF-4 refueling area for lift shirs ~nrl Cµ-47 's, and by D 
Day h.?.d a 15 poirit UH-1 and 4 roint CH-47 refueling facility operation. 
Duri'1g rhase 1, rviat inn Battali0n rers\lmnel at FSB Birrningh!'l.m were fed twC" 
hot meals ~.nd one C ration r.i.eal r:er dP.''. On D Day an:i D + 1, the level 
of activity was hectic at the stagefield. !. fork lift and two "mules" 
rrovect to be of r,reat assist"-'nce in iiistributiori of the large quant:i_tv ni' 
arir:n.mition at the 1sr. fry D + 2, the heli-lift insertir-n hnrl. been cormleted 
and a rout:i.ne of resupply was established. 

(2) Second fh2.se: !Jurin!"" the periorl 4 · 20 .'.urust, 
lopistical suprort of trnop-s involvect in the orerntion 'WCls co11fined to norr:ial 

(·,r,f\J Fl DEi'rTtAL 



!'esurrly bv Brigade "log11 shiT's and ration resupply of those few /;vintion 
Battalion personnel and Pathfinders at FSB Briminrlmm, but most of the aviation 
suprort personnel arid equip!'lent were withdrawn. Durinr Fhc"l.se 2, a JP-4 · 
fuel tanker was employed at the gunship pad to refuel cobras. · 

(3) Thi!'d Fhase: Fxtractinn of the trnors was co~r~eted with 
a ninirum logistical sup·ort f0rce oreratin; refuelinF !'Ind rearr.Ung at FSB Bir­
minpham. However, the ammunitio11 which w?..s left at the Birr.iingham ASP after 
the OD"ration was ovet reouireri considerable effort tC'I disoose of as direct~. 
The ft.SP was cleaned a.nd finally closed on 24 August· . 

(4) Total fuel e.'1d ar.irunition requirements for the 101 st 
Aviatiori Battalion for Operation Sonerset Flain, which encomrassed the rericxi 
4 t hrourh 17 Aufust 1°t-P, were: 

{a) Fuel: 16,520 gallons, JF-4 

(b) t.mmunit ions: 

2.75 inch rockets: 10,94 rockets 
7.62mm: 214.000 roun<ls 

b. Operation Nevad Eagle: This operatir·n was characterize:i .by 
routing logistics surport of +he Aviatfon Battalion by \;-he Battalirn Suprly 
and Mairrte:-ic>.nc8 Section. However, the activities which took place were 
ge.::'i.'::::d to'·V2.7l. an adjustment of all rroJ:ierty transactions to the airriobile 
co~c'"Pt ( !i~il series TOE); and therefore represents a change from the last 
rerortj_YJ,g period. 

2. Organiatir.n for Support: The orfaniza.tion of the Battalion Suprly 
and M:iintenance Section is discussed below. E>cperierice has shown that it is 
advanta eous to operate the battalion suprly activities sereraiely from the 
battalion na.intenance activities. For that reason, in the 101st lviation :P.A.t­
talion, these simlarly related ;:,.ctivjties cmerate 8.S two separate sections. 

a, Battalion Supr-1. Section (TOE1-156T) 

TOE Paragraph Job Title Ra.!1.k MOS Au th 

1 Bn S4 CPT 64010 1 
6 Bn Suprly Tech WO 761AO 1 
6 Bn Suprl:v Sgt E-7 76K4F 1 
6 Fetr, Stor Sgt E-6 76W4F 1 
6 /uT!runition Sgt E-6 76Y4P 1 
6 Equip Res Clerk E-4 71B20 1 
6 1?.epair Its Spec E-4 76KJO 1 
6 ii.erort s Clerk E-4 71B20 1 
6 Surrly Spec E-4 76K20 
6 v~ c:C)f~f lQE ·r1AL 

76A10 
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b. Battalion Yia:J'ltenance Sectir.n(TOE 1-156T) 

6 Avn Maint Off err 64723 1 
6 l1uto Mai ·1t Tech WO 631.f'.O 1 
6 Bn Maint Sgt E-6 63B40 1 
6 Te chnicn.l Ins p E-6 67W40 1 
6 Card Punch I11!Sp E-4 74B20 1 
6 r~1ern.an E-4 32B20 1 
6 1i.epnrts Clerk E-4 71R20 1 
6 Transceiver ~~uir OrerE-4 05E20 1 
6 Trans Supfly Srec E-4 ?6K20 1 
6 Wheel Veh Mech E-4 63B20 2 
6 Card Funch Oper E-3 74D20 1 
.~ :meel Veh Mech Helper E-3 . 63!.10 2 

c. The Eat t.'llion Sup:r ly Off ice executes all supply activities for 
the five con!'~nies of the battalion. During the reporting· reriod, the l;at­
talion con:rleted reorpanization to the nirmobile co'1figuration, with t1 c exc'.'~­
tion of KE Maintenance detaci·ments, which are beinc fr·rI'led. ruid will Le J.dde~ i:-c. 
a later date. In the suprly area, this reorganization was accon:1ished bv 
three separate actions: 

( 1) The closing out nf B and C Conpany' s prorerty bo0ks. rrlhen 
the Divisio'1 converterl. to aimobile configurat~ on, two m:-1 equipred airmobile , 
cnr:ipanies were assi0ned to the 1.01st ~.vi.1.tion Battalion by US!.RFJ.C r-0#325. / 

These cnr:i.pviies '"ere the 17th and rn8th /,ssault Helicopter Comranies rif the 
308th Combat kvi::iti0n Battalion. Pnth um~s naintained 'property banks for 1.; 

TOE, Ti., and sepe~rate rletachl'!lent rrorerty.. During f1urust, these pror.erty :~ 
books were closed out at connanY level a'1rl. rroperty accou'1tability transferred 
to the battalio·1 nrorerty book. This r.rocess dirt ~ot arrlv to th'e KD and · 
RL rni 1tenance detactm1ents. Si 1ce the- U3J:.RFJ.C General OM.er de-activated these 
but did not activate any new unit in their. place, the prorerty books for 
-these units re:mn.i 1s at COMJ"'any level e.nd is maintained by the conpany bi...:~-= 
Officer. 

(2) ':.equisition of :rrnpert'- for newly activated f.erial WeG.pons 
Conpany (D Conrany): The Bat talicw1 's Aerial \Tearo'1S CorTany w&s organize1 
bv US:.'r1FAC General Order #325 on 1 July 1968. Initial requisiti ·ns for 
rrorerty were submitted with the new Division project code (RV/,) on 27 July. 
The cnrrpany participated as a unit for the first time in Oreratinn So~erset 
rl.ai:-1, Dur:it1£ i.ugust, onl'· a few items of equipnent which had been requj­
sitiC'med beca:rie avaihble for issu:e to D Company. The officers and r..en 
becaue operational in their company area on boorowed and second-harrl equipment. 
1fuen, by mid-September, the rajority of the critical cof1111C1.nd controlled 
reouisitinns for D Corrany hart not been filled, Battalion Suprly subDitten 
l.F-1 (Fol:bow-up) requisitions on 16 ~)ertC'rr.'er 1n:1 r1.-ai.'1 o'1 22 C'ct"bor 196r~. 

(J) nenu·"sit:io• of rl!o' .. / ~·Qi eN1\nr.e·1t ;md red:istrit.ution of 
r-ro erty wit hi·· the pc:;,~t~lfr~. -?\1~ ffi ~'hs~, the cor:mand controlled 

\..; \._; i \«! i u L' )I j I 1-\L 
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items authOl"ized under new TOE wel"e requisitioned utilizing the project code 
·11 Rv.A.1 1 ·~ On 10 September requisitio"lS were submitted for the remainder of the 
authori~ed (but not on hand) property. To date, approximately 10 rercent of 
the property has been issued. Since there was a considerable disparity be­
tween 'ithit TOE equipment each of the conrcanies had in August and what they 
were ·.a'\ft~rized b-y the new "T" Series TOE, an evaluatinn was ma.de ori~ the 
assets. oi'-J~J9-Ch company. After preraration of a "spread sheet"; the Battalion 
Swply ()!'~ was able, in September, to direct a redistribution of TOE 
equipment ~~0n the companies which brought each unit closer to their 
authorized L ;~ies TOE equipment. D Company was the receipient of most 
of the excess ·~1-.ert:v turned into Battalion S4, and the remainder was redis• 
tributed to companies where shortages were jndicated. The program has never 
been fully completed, mostly because rm.ich of the excess equipment turried in 
was rrarr-inally serviceable or unserviceable. Rowever, all units complied witb 
the snirit of the _, irective. KD and RL detechment er:iuiDment was not included 
on the "spread sheet" because the uriits were not 1assig'1ed 1 to the battalion. 

d. In addition to property received throufh regular suprly channels~ 
eequir>ment has been issued to this hattalion sirice 1 August through ma.b.t­
enance supply channels. Items such as "Safari Lights", a commercial lamn 
nurchased to assist helicoDter rra.intenance crews perform nifht maintenance 
:'..1 the ab~ence of maintenance light s-e~~,were issued in September thro,,gh 
tech supply ci..annels. Signal and "Ensure" items also are issued in this 
r.ia.nner. Many arrive dir~ctly from AMMC, Saigon, with no documentation for 
transfer. This unit has received UH-1 tool sets, A ~C-102 radios, smoke 
generator sets, firE:fly light sets, Alll/ASC-11 coI!lJ".and consoles, arrl other ;\ 
items of new equj Dt1ent by this means. These items were subsequently entered " · 
on the propertv hook by inventory adjustrient. 

3. Material Services: 

a. Supply 

(1) Class I: Each company of this battalion has its OW'1 

account with Division Class I. T~ Battalion Supnly Office does not ore rate 
a ration breakdown. This battalion's units onerate from fixe:i locations at 
Cemp Fagle and LZ Sally, and consume prirrarily A and B rat5ons. ThE: bat­
talion S4 section maintains a three day basic load of C rations for the 
comranies, and each company rraintains a basic load of "C"'s which varies 
in quantity from 8S cases in HHC to 163 cases in the airlift companies. 
The consumntion of C rations by battalion ners onnel over t'"e ner:1 ad Awrnst 
throueh October 1968 was minimal, except duri'1g the period or" Somerset Flain. 
The HHC CO -was directed to provide C rations for bat tali'."'n supDorl troops 
at FSB Birmingham. However, he eventually fed 16oth Aviation Group person'1el, 
Pathfinders, members of 1/9th Cav, and 82d Airborne n~rimeter guards for whom 
adequate logistical support apparentlv was not provided. As a. result, 
nearly 55 cases of Headquarters Company C rations were consumed between 4 
August and 24 August. The monthlv Food Service rersonricl Status 11.eport 1,,as 

_P1itiated by 160th Aviation Group Food Service Section in 1-.ufust and has become 
a rrionthlv requirement for submssion by the S4 Section. 

c:or~F\DENT\Al 
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(2) Class II and- IV: The majority of supply transactions­
during the 1-e.r.orting ~eriod concerned Class II and IV items. The long awaited 
aviator flight ~ear and protective equipment arrived in August (because· of the 
agpressive efforts of the property book officer and a company supply officer 
who went to P'et it). The majority of the items went to B, C, and D Comp­
anies. During Ser:tember, 120 ballistic fltght helmets were received on a 
requisition which had been submitted at Bien Hoa in December 19671 The 1st, 

.. ?htt, and 3rd/S2nd Brigade P.viation Sections came to the Battalion Supply 
'O'ttice to reouest flight gear which they ahd been unable to obtain through 
their resT'€ctive .supply offices.ff!.rci--to-obtain items which were received 
ahd issued were ~MEX fligPt suits and gloves, leather boots, crewman's 
bo\iY armor, gunner'1 s armor seats, and flying helmets. Rain suits were received 
al'id :issued during OCtober. Snme MBA 1 matting, sand bags, arid pickets were 
reeeived and issued to comoa.nies for construction of helicopter revetments 
during September, but most. barrier materials arrl lumber were not avaiiatle 
due to 't>riorities for i.Ssue ~oing to infantry a1'ld artillery unit~ at fire 
support bas es (FSB) • 

. (3) Class III: JF-4 Aviation fuel is disrensed at the UH-1 
refueling site nerl to the C: :r.ip &lgle control tower. JP-4 fuel ta.nkers re- . 
ceive fuel at the Class III vehicle poi~t in the vicinity of the CG heli~.' 
Bulk petroleum products are requested bv companies and issued on requisition\ 
placed with support Comm.and Class III point. Bulk POL aviation products ' 
i.rore handled b~r lOlst Airborne Division FSA (Task Force lane) throwr mi:.'.­
Septernber. Cnly twice since 1 Aug11st have imits not heen able to get the oil 
or lubricant they needed exactlv when they needed it. The amount of JP-4 
dispensed by organic fuel trucks during Operation Somerset Plain was 16,520 . 
gallons. The monthly total of JP-4 dispensed by organic battalion ftl€l tru6ks 
during the perio1 1 August throupli 31 October is: !' 

,'\.ugust: 7B, 900 gallons 
September: 65 ,ooo gallons. 
October: P.B,370 gallons 

Average monthly expenditure of packaged FOL prooucts rluririf.! the rerorted period 
was: 

MIL-L-7808 oil -
MIL-L-23699 oil -
Grease, Acft 786 
MIL-G-25537 (GOB) 
MIL-S-753 Solvent 

950 quarts 
930 quarts 
5 cases 
10 cases 
1550 gallons 

(4) Class V: A considerable amount of ammunition was pre­
stocked at FSB Birmingham for su:r:-port of armed helicopters participa,ting in 
Operation Somerset flain. Over 1,~ 1000 rounds of 7 .62mm nminigun" ammu­
nition 'was prestocked as well as over 3 ,000 2. 75" rockets (ten 2nd seventeen 
pouri.d warheads) and 4,000 rou:-ids of 40rnm (M-5 subsystem) rounds. H the 
cC!'ipletion of the Operation, 1,200,000 rcn .. ~oos of ?.62mn had not been expended 

md "ere divided betweC:bNFtAENt1d
1

fi'.t/1 Cav. The total amnunition 
27 
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allocation included the requirement to suprl:ir rockets and mini-gun a?!Uio to 
B Trocpof the 1/9th Cav, 1st Cav DiYision (l.rimobile) which~was under oper­
ational control of the 101st Airrcrne Division for the Operation. Tota:l 
a.rnrmmition expenditure by elements of this battalion for Operat:i m Somers et 
Plain was: 

2. 75" rockets: 1994 rockets 
?.62nu:! MG: 314,000 rounds 
40rnn (M-5): 4969 rounds 

During the seventy day period fellowing Operation Somerset Plain, issue and 
expenditure of amrmmition hc-i.s been routine. During September, an NCO was 
assigned to l3attalion Supply Section to fill the position of Arrrrnunition 
Sergeant. He has assisted units in issue and turn-in of ammunition. In 
October, the battalion was visited by a USt.RV IG Inspection Terun. Very few 
discrerancies were noted in the storage and administration of ar.ir.n.mition stocks. 
The team noted thc.t this battalion compared favorably with other units at 
Camp Eagle in the processing of anmunition expenditure data utilizinf COLED-V 
reporting rrocedures. Total armed helicopter amrmmition expenditure for the 
three r.onth period was a.s follows: 

b. Services. 

August: 2.75 11 rockets: 2506 
?.62mm MG: 409,150 
40mn (M-5): 5.050 

September: 2.75" rockets: 1722 
7 .62rnn MG: 334,000 
40rrm (M-5): 4.028 

October: 2. 75" rockets: 2323 
7 .62r:im l·~: 387 ,000 
40rnrt (M-5): 3,$92 

( 1) Laundry and bath: Each corrµm;v of this battalinn at Camp 

,, 
_, 

Eagle has utilized the FX concession laun:iry rather than the Quartermaster 
laundr~r at Gia le d.urill[ the reported yeriod. Charlie Company, at LZ Sally, 
utilized a quartermaster laundry available to units in th'?.t portion of the div­
ision area of oDerations. Ready-l:lade showers have be 0 n rrade available 
to battalion units by Seabees at Gia Le -:::,ase. Since 1 August, each unit 
'has been issued at le?.st two four hole latrines P.l1d two four head showers. 

(2) Fire Prevention: 

(~) The two fire trucks iss11ed to the battalion during 
July were turned in to rro.intenance during t.ugust. These vehicles were d.ri ven 
to C:>.mp Tugle fror:1 Nha Trang by two resourceful enlisted men who spent nearly 
30 da"~ "on the road" with a minil'.mI11 of r.cney and instructions. When the 

-·vehicles arrived at Camp Eagle they wer_e shf nearly all accessories and 
needed n:.:i.ntenance, 1_,+\(/'l'f'elf'EJ!'T't'ml;:f-"W'el-Tl~ ptErl becaa.se USA".V HQ i'k1.d cUrcct.c-: 

l, ' .. . .- • ..,r- -......- ~ '\- i l ' 
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that the fire trucks be issued to this bnttrilion. The fire truck Bravo 
.Company brought to the battalion h~.s continued to function effectivei:v over 
the reported nericxi. , 

(b) Fire extinguishers hci. ve been in cr:iticallv shnrt sur:- ~ 
particularly the co2 foam type, since this unit arrived at C~np Fagle. There 
is 'a. limited co2 recharge caps.bilit:i.T at l1arble Mountain J~irfield Fite Station, 
but small vehicular ruid generator t:vpe fire <::xti.qguishers can'1ot be recharged 
there. Sane relief in this- area came when 50 Cif type fire extinguishers 
arrived in: a shipment of COWEX 1s from the rear area during October. Hand 
pump water type fire extinguishers have been available in enough quantities 
to provide companies with these for use in billeting areas. 

(3) Transportation: The only significant transportation 
activity which occurred during the reported pericxi was the movement bv wea 
of 49 CONEX 1s from Bien Hoa to the battalion fonrard area at camp Eagle in 
late September. The CON1T.X 1s, which a!!='ived at Camp F.ar-rle in early October, 
had been loaded with personal baggape of members of HHC and A Company who 
had left their gear at Bien Hoa when the move was mde to Ca.rap Fagle. In 
addition, the CONEXis contained tents and other TOE property and expendc.bles 
which the Battalion Property Book Officer had been issued by DSO Rear dur­
ing August. The 49 CONEX 1s were loaded and ready for shipment by mid-Septem­
ber. t.fter several false starts, a ship was oLtained to transport them to Da 
Nang. Necessary arrangements were macte, and· the ship deµi,rted Saigon on 26 
September. After trans-shipping fr0rn Da Nang to Tam My and off-loading 
there, the 39th Truck Cornpa.nJr provided the necessary transportation from port 
of del-:iarcation to Camp Eagle. Forty-fi-ve C0N:SX's arrived on 7 October, and 
three more CO~EX 1 s and two 1800 gallon tanks arrived in the battalion area 
on 22 October. Further distribution of the CONEX's is planned as follows: 
A Company, 12; D Company, 20; HHC, 10; 16oth t.vn Gp, b; 163rd GS Co, 1 .• 

4. Maintenance: 

a • Aircraft Maintenance 

,, 
. ~. 

( 1) The mai11tenance concept envisioned for this battalion i:;~·>, 
thr perfornBnce of or.0-·anizational throtrh limited Direct Support rnintenance 
in each cptirany with orpanic Service Tlatoon and an att~ched Direct Sur:nnrt 
Transpbrlation Corps KE Team. This orfanization v.as started during the period 
but is still not comr leted in that the reneral orders have not bePn published 
which activate the KE Tearrfl for CO!"l}:'anies other tro.n Co1q:·any D. The Company 
D Team arrived withnut officers, qualified noncommisioned officers, an::l suoer­
visor&. · 

(a) Sufficient supervisory personnel (officers cITTd non-com­
missioned' officers) are not available in.~y of the companiP.s to properly 
supervise maintenance rerfo!'m3.nce. 

(2) Authorized tool sGts, which 1-.ere not recei ;eri throurh 
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~rc}'~r requia1.ticni~ p?'Qoedurea,were telephonic11.lly released in forced 
issue !t~tua. The to~l sets arrived At Camp EA~le i~oomplete nnd uncontrollert. 
Requisitions tor tool sets f~r tha other three oorrrpani~e i~ pre:pa~ation ro~ 
activation and assignment of authorized KE T&\m9 have not been tilled. 

(3) Durin[? the reported rericd. back ur Direct Suproort maint­
enance for Conpany A and part of Cormany !) was furnished by Company A,: 5th 
Transportat~on Dattalion (AMS), a.:t ~ed Dea.ch (Da Nane::). Neither unit WC1S 

able to furnish the desired raintenance resronse. ~eessive downtime wcis 
exrerienced when aircraft were evacuated to back up direct support facilities. 

(4) Orrani~tion for rnaintena,nee was uns_atisfactory for 
several reasons: inadequate facilities, improper or lack of anv l:i[htine 
capability, lack of ma.inte'P'la.nce shelters, arrl very limited hardstand. These 
inadequacies have been overcor:te by the units to a deeree durinp the dry 
~ea.sc:m, but these dcficic~cies nose serious rroblerns for the c0Minr winte~ 
nonsoon .. 

b. Aircraft Technical Supply 

(1) This support has also been split between the .339th Transpor- '· 
tation Company (DS) and 58th Transr.ortation Com!'8-nY (AMS). The supply resronse' 
has he en inadequate. Ji.pproxi.lMtely 1927 normal requisitions (non EDP) 
were submitted duri..np: the period with only 667 of these requisitions filled. 
The lack of ti..171.ely response on norml requisitions, combined with an averare 
35 rer cent zero balance in N3L and PJ...L lines rreatly increases the amount 
of :SOF requisitions. Anproxima.tely 980 EDf requisitions were submitted durif.ig 
the period. EDF items are received on a timely basis (1to12 days). ~ 

(2) Those items issued from DSU stocks are also delivered on a 
timely hasis for normal requisitions, however, when T).SU stocks are zero 
balance and passing action is required, excessive time is required to receive 
the parts. This excessive time rielay greatly contributes to an increase:i 
amt.mt of EDP requisitioning 

(3) Each cnmoany also suffers the lack of experienced techn~ cal 
supply personnel. lhis- shortc"l.pe increases requisitioning errors, and 
requires an undue amount of supervision by rnintenance surervisors, which 
i.11 turn degrades their capability to verform other supervisor· duties. 

c. Ground Support Equipment: 

(1) Organizati0nal maintenance for autanotive, sirnal, ~ngineer anrl 
ether equipment was perforned by the i~dividual compa.'1ies"" Direct support 

maintenance was furnished by the ~01st Maintenance Battalion (DS), 101st 
/,irborne Division. Equipment repair ranged frori poor to excellent derend'::;'."'. 
upon receipt of repair parts and secorrlary end items. 3KW, 5KW and 10KW t..C 
generators have been extremely difficult to l?lP.int.2.in 1~ecC<.use installA.tion 
power demnds have required usage beyonrl. their desig-n capaY:ility, e.nd re-

-- rair rnrts are in chronic shnrt suprly. k Ton, 3/ l'. ton and 2-~ ton trucks 
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which re~uired major assembly repair or replacement, such as engine, trans­
mission, or riifferential, have a.ccumlated excessive non-operat:i.onally ready 
t:il!le • 

(2) Duri 1g: the reported .,.,eriod, the average zero balance in PLL 
for most eciuipMent has ranged frcrn 25 to 35 percent anon;r the cnrnpanies. 
The average fill time on requisitions ranges from fair to very poor; EDP 
iter.is tRke from 2 to 17 da~rs, priority 05 avera.,..es 22 days, a'1ri priority 12 
anrt above -r-eq'.lires frnm l to 6 !!!Onths. 

5. Other e.:-eas of support. 

a. Exrendable Supplies: During August, before DSO (Rear) clos9< 
out and moved t,o Ca.mp Fagle, a workable system for issue c:! adequate 
exrend;:i,ble supr lies to divisio'1 units was virtually non-existant, 000 
(Forward) sent liaison personnel to Da Nanp tn nurchase for Ca.Mp T?arle units 
at the Da Nang S< "f Service Suprly Center, and the goorls usually ca.!'le up by 
C('ff·1c7 EmJever, once they got to Ca.mp F.2.rle, they were placed in CONEX 
cmtcfoers in the Class JI and IV ya.rd and issued on a first come-first 
ssr'le basis. As a result, many units were not informed of arrival of expen­
dc?.oJes, P.nr:J. items like toilet JX'.T'er' J'.'B.per plates' ~nd CUpS, were in critically 
shoT·!: 0u:crly in this battalion. To add to the confusioTl, DSO (Rear) !!!B.in-
tc. i:· c' ·. wsll stocked self service suprly center at Bien Hoa which main-
t?..j~ "" ' :·,j11s for ria.jor~units. When this battalion submitted a "want-list" 
fr:~ · "'~ i'-·service :items, the goods would be filled from available stocks and 
plu. :!0 ':1 the battalion bin • .:Jeldom were the goods shipped forward to Camp 
Ea, . -~:l only by sending representatj ves to the rear could the units ret-:,; 
ri 1 · 'l:- expendable surplies. The exrendable supply situation improved ·~· 
2..t · :,~1 ::3rle duril'lf" September when DSO (F'orwa.rd) bepan sending four or 
fi· ·: '.l ·"'-', i·e:i::-resenta.tives each mM.th to the self service suprly center. in 
Df:. ·;··;~-~'.°'>buy on account. The goods would be placed in boxes, rrarked, taped, 
and : ~n·:, forward to the Class Il arid IV yard for issue to the units. A 
:·e:f':bere11t in th3.t S;'"Stem caI'.',e in early October when each company of the 
}-3.'t.t<•.-Licin h..ad an opportunjty to send a represe!1tative tn Da Na11g Self Ser­
vi·>, .'..iu.pnly Center with a weekly CH-47 mission set up by 160th /.v:ici.tion Group 
tc .. ,. tools for a:ircraft nechanic tool kits. 

b.. Storm T)amared Equipment: f"n 4, 5, and 6 Septemlx!r, a tvphnon 
with winds of 50 knots lashed Crun.p :BF.ple. A consir:l.erable amount of rain fell 
dur~ 11g trat period, anti the combinatim of the wirrl a'Tl the rain resulted in 
a lc.rP;~ percentafe of battalion tcnt~ge end other p,ear heing classified 
nstorm rfanap-ed". Sixte•0 n new GP Meriiurn tents were issued to cnmronies to rc.­
rlace tents which were rendered unserviceable during the storm. One JAtrine 
~.:1 D Compa.'1y was replacoo as a result of t"e stom. 

c. Cor.ibat Dar.~aged Equiµnent: Only one rocket/mortar attack by the 
enemy affected the battalion area during the three month period cr;vered by 
this report. Two Gr Sl'rlall tents and one GP MediUM tent were rlanagei as a. 

result. Gr Medium. tents wecONflt5rt~Ji\ALs11J+. of the (~r;!nbat rfr1."k-'1.fC'.-
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6. Base Camp Orerations. 

a. Living Quarters: Durin[ Septenber, Frese I WABTOC const'tuction 
was begun with the fabrication of wooden floors, w:i.lls, anri overhead from.es 
for GP Medium tents by the Sea.Bees. Initial guidance on the nur.IDe:r: to be 
issued, based on nur.iber of personnel assigned, was 10 personnel per tent. 
However, because of the onset of the rainy season, an effort was made by the 
Divisiort Base Develonne1t 6fficer to ret ~s t.any Division personnel as pos­
sible into WJ.BTOC shelters. J;. decisi0n was rade to initially construct WiJ3-
TOC shelters only on the basis of 16 personnel each, regardless of rank. A 
breakdown on those kits constructed in unit areas is as follows: 

HHC 7 
A Co - 13 
B Co - 18 
C Co - 35 (includes Fhase II construction also) 
D Co - 21 (includes KE Team, but none constructed to date) 

fh:l.se :!:I construction of living quarters WI~BTOCs will be eeared to 10 :EM and 
6 officers per tent, and will include corru[ated ~tal roofing instead of 
using tentape. 

' 
\ 

b. Offices: To date, no formal construction has been s_tarted on offi.c~ 
W/.BI'OCs. Phs.se II construction will include office WL:JTOCs and the breakdown 
is 13 for HHC and 11 for each line cor:rr,any. This does not include tech suprly 
offices, clubs, or dayroor:i.s . 

c... ~19.intenance Hangars: Durine: October, 11, 500 square feet of 
floor space aircra~ maintenance hangars were arproved for construction.in 
each cor.:pany area. This will include office space for tech supply and tool 
rooms built into the back of the hangar. However, MACV has not released the 
funds for construction of these yet and there is no programrcced date for 
start of construction. 

d. Fror,rar.u..1ed Construction: D Comrany is prograr:uned to occupy the 
. 'till directly south of their present unit area. Horizontal construction , .. ~ ~ -
be perfoITied by the 27th Engineer Battalion and will include leveling a 
take-off strip neasuri1g 1CX> feet by eOJ feet, and construction of an air­
craft rni~tenance area for the i.erial '.feapons Company. A planning conference 
was held on 22 October with nonbers attending of Division aviation units 
and Orl[ineers. The purpose of the conference wc.s to confirm priorities of 
ccnstruction for rlanned projects. D Conpnny' s priority was confirmed as 
munber three for horizontal construction by the 27th Engineer Dattalion. 

e. Maintenance Hardstand: Because adequate hardstand for mint. 
en.wee at Canp Ei:tgle is not always available, plans were developed in Sep­
ten"l:ier to apply 2000 bundles of MBA 1 rra.tting to the areas at Camp Eagle des­
i'-,...:ccted <"S mintE:narice hardstand areas (13,000 squ9-re fed, per C(X:-t}:any for 
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motor pools, and 1S,(X)O sqtiare feet per company for aircraft r.iaintena.nee), 

f. Mess Halls:- Concrete slabs were laid during October for 250 
r.an mess hells in ea.ch unit area. Vertical constructirm is ~r~ramrned for 
these mess halls during November by the SeaBees. 

g. F'la.n.1'ed locatirm of KE Teams was discuss«i during c°Septembcr. 
The .39th TC Det (now the K.E Team for D Comµ.ny) arrived in late Septer:tber. 
Compa:1y /. 1 s KE Tea.n., when it becomes available, is proeramned to occury the 
area now utilized by A Co) 5th TC Bn • 

. 7. rroblems 

a. Itera: Non-ava.i.iability of certain self eetvice supplies. 

b. Discussion: The ne.rgins.lly effective system of obtaining self 
service suprlies has consistently failed to offer certain items which units 
of this battalion consta.rttly require. These items include, but are not liciited 
to: 

( 1) /"ercsol insecticide. This battalion has not been able to 
obtc"J.i•1 insecticide during this entire reported period. Due to the emphasis 
placed on the prevention of malaria within this Division, this shorta[e pre­
scm.ts a serious problem. 

(2) Brooms: With the constructim of the plywocrl floored 
ic.~ ::, :, tent frames, brooms in quantity have become a necessary item. They: 

b_,-,.,, ;'lot tieen a~ilable during the reported pericxi. ' 

(3 ) Manifold carbon pa. r.er: Manifold carbon paper, which was 
a\':'. :.12.t::le priar to 1 August, has not been nvailable since then. 

(4) Miscellaneoos Tools: There has been a lack of availa­
bilit~' :cf tools for aircraft and automotive rnedhanics tool boxes for the Fast 
ei~ht nonths • The problem has becane critical within the last three ncnths, 

as quantities on ha.nd have continuoo to dminish. 

/' 
c: Action taken: This unit sends a representative to tne Da Nan[ 

Self Service Supply Center each week to purchase the required expendables on 
account. 

J • CIVIL AFFIJtRS: 

}. No civie action pro,jects were executed by the battalion during the 
report{4 i:erfod. 

·. ·,,:._, 

2. l-'ia.ndatory instruction on Vietnar..ese customs was conducted for offj cer 
~;. ~yj vr1.rrant offi~cr J~::~rsonr.r-~l in the batt.n.li0n. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
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K. FSYCHOi.OG ICAL OPERATI('~.JS: 

During the reported pericd the 101st Aviation Battalion supported 101st 

tirborne Division psychological oper~tinns by flyinf apprnximately 50 leaflet 
drop and loudspeaker broadcast Missions, The effectiveness of these tdssions 
is not laiown. 

L. r·E9ICAL: 

1. Medical operations in suprort of the 101st .AvUrt.ion I3a.ttalion (AHJ 

a. Operation Somerset Flain: 

( 1) On 29 July 1968 • one aidr:ian fror.:. the Battalion Medical 
sectinn accompanied the adva'1CC party which set up the rearming point at 
Fire Suprort Birninrha.m to support Operation Scrnerset Fla in. His duty was 
the care an:::l. treatnent of advanced party personnel as a unit aidman, 

( 2) On 3 August 1968, a forward aid stci.t ion was set up and 
r.Bi:1tained at the rearming point. This station was mnned by the ~ttalion 
Fli,-i:J:t Surgeon, the sectirm NCOIC, a clinical specialist and an aidID9.n. It 
was operational from 3 .Aufust through 6 August 1968. A variety of combat 
related and other medical problems were handled during this peric:xl.. Aid 
st2tion personne '. also established tenporary latrine arrl urinal facilities. 
Foll01.vi"rJg peak activity of this period, the forward aid statio11 was dismantled 
ar12 rTipnent returned to the Battalion area using organic eround transpor­
ta--. _ ,,, One nedical aidr:an ~s left with the rearming personnel. 

(3) During the heir,ht of the extrciction phase ( 17-18 h.ugust 
F23) th;:; forward aid station w2,s re-established. All personnel and equip­

r.:Jturned to the Battalion on 18 August 1968. 

(4) All suprort for the forward a.id station was provided by 
or§2.nic personnel and equipr:-tent. Clearing facilities from the 326 Medical 
52.ttalinn were available at FSB Birmingham, although they were not used. 
Hc:dical evacuatinn was also available through orranic battalion aircraft. 

b. rl.ocket ;,ttack, Ca.::ip Eagle, 23 August 1968: 

On ~3 August 196S, at approxirrately 1800 hours, a 122nrr. rocket impacted 
c>.pprpxina.tely six neters fro:r::l the Eattnlion aid station. Seven persons were 
tre~ted for injuries directly or indirectly related to the incident. Four 
:·erso'.1S required evacuation. One person was evacuated using organic EattE;.::.::. - ~. 

2.ircraft to the 22nd Surgical Hospital at Hue Phu Bai. The three ·ether · 
injured persons were cWt3.cuatcd by organic land transportiltion to D Co 326 
Hed:ic£1l B2.tt~lion CleA.ring Ca:ipany at Car.:-1p Eagle. 

2. 3ase CaBp 11ediea1 Statistics: Thiring the 90 day period fron August 
31 Cc.tc:be1 i')68> i·bc fc;Ji,y,;ing significant itec; hnvebe(;n noted: 
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a. During the period J Ji.Uf'ust through .31 Aueust 1968, there was a 
r:arked increase in diarrheal disease. 102 cases were treated during 
this period. 1' .. n epidennoloeical survey was conducted by ni vision Pre­
ventive Medicine. 

b 4 With the onset of the ncnsoon season a marked increase in 
skin rashes has occured. Septe~ber was the r.~nth with the most c~ses, ha.vir1g 
a t()tal of 68. 

c. During the })eriort of 1 October through 26 October 1968, there 

has been a sig"'.1.ificant increase in the nuniber of respiratory infections. 
54 cases as of 26 October 1968. The r.m.jarity of cases are of viral origin. 

J. Statement and Discussions of Comrrand Health: The health of the 
Corma.11d has been excellent. Of the three sipli.ficant medical problems I!1en­
tioned above, riiarrheal disease significantly affected the functional 
strength of the Battalion. All three problews have been self-l:initing and of 
short duration. 

M. SIGNAL: 

1 • Corntruni cat ion Administ re t ion and Training 

a. i' .. 11 canwmders were faniliarize::l. with their responsibilities for 
cor::-1t1.nications economy as outlined in 101st Abn Div Regs 105-10 and 105-12. 

b. A communications review board was established consisti:ig of the· 
S1, 2.nd Bn Signal Officer. They c·.mduct periodic inspections to ':; 
efficient a1d proper use of telecom.>:umicn.tions services in the battalion. 

c. Cross training to increase depth of experienced rersonnel was 
do~e while acccmplishing line cornnunieations naintanance missions. 

d. Tre 160th t.viation Group Crypto Sectim was established in 
early September a:-rl the C:rypto accnunt was transferred from this headqu2.rters. 
The necessary assistc:..nce and traininf: for Group Crypto personnel was 
provided. 

2. Operational Conrnmications:. (See Diaerar:is !.-Pat hclosure 2) 

a. Diagram A illustra.tes Killer switch board circuit diagram. Note 
that connections to C Co!"lps.ny r:rust fO b:· wire and nicrowave shots through 
division he~dqUD..rters (Kangaroo) to the 3econ1 Brigade (Kayo), then by wire 
to C Company. There are no !"leans of direct telephone corrum.i.nications to C 
Corpany from Battalion. 

b. Diagram B illustrates hot lines fros Battalion operations center 
to J~,'J, ~ml D corrpanies, ~md to 160th f,·1wti011 Grour1 Operatfons. C Conp~ny,. 
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located a.t LZ Sally with the Secnrrl I;rigade, has no hot line fror,1 ;,attalion 
operations. These hot lin,:;s provide an :ir.lnediate a:-id uninterrupted raeans 
of wire c"r-il"ru!lications between opera1,irms centers, and should be installed. 

c. Diagran C is one of J.. Company's cutroing switch circuits. J:. Can­
pany is located adjacent to the battalion headquarters, an:i therefore needs 
no other outgoing circuits for backup corru;ru.nieations to the battalion. The.:~, 
wire lines are col'.lparatively simple to r:iaintain due to the short distance 
between switchboRrds. 

d. Dia~ra.m ~ illustrates B Company's outgoinf switch circuits. Due 
to B Company's location, apfl"OXi.mately one and one 11.?.lf miles frm battalicn 
headquarters, the can:i;:any needs more outroing circuits for a b~ck up means 
of wire cor.nunications with the rest of the battalion. 

e. C ·conpany 's outgoing circuit diagrari, is illustrated in diagre..r.;i 
J,. C Company is located with the Second Brigade at LZ Sally. Cc:cu:~unication 
between LZ Sally and Camp E::i.gle is accar.i.plished through microwave shots. 

f. Diagram E illustrates D Compn.ny 1s outroing circuit diagram •. 
D Company is located in the same vicinity as B Company and therefore needs 
ari•~itional switch circuits for the sarae reason as 1~ Company. 

e· Diagram F is· of the battalion operation center radio control 
r:::o~", The battalion controls all assigned aireraft through the conpany 
O'°,~:-:c~ir:ns sections. Company Or:erations Scetions perform flight following 
oi t~'-ir' e,ssj_r,ned aircraft and report to Datta.lion Operr...tions when necessary; 

h. Diagran G illustrates conpany UHF flif:ht fallowing nets . ThiS 
_-:.et ;:rovides cornrnnies with contrcl of their own aircraft. 

i. Diagram H illustrates secure communications net between l:at­
talion operatinns and C Company in the Second Brigade area. This was est­
ablished to make up for not having a hot line or direct switch comnru.nications 
to battalion. 

3. Initially installed fround electrical cables supi:lying HHC power i.;D ~ 
::Hscarried in favor of hatfiex 12-2 eround type N M electrical wiring st:cu;.~ 
r-~nd nounted on 411 X 411 wooden poles. This was necessary due to l.;>..rge power 
losses fron r.cny connections, and the deterioration of the cables due to 
weather, D.fe, anri ground contact. 

4. ;(adio Maintenance: Battalion fliE,ht operatinns are conducted on a 
24 h0ur basis, which causes radios f\nd' equipnent to be in continu0us use. 
There are two tvpes of r2dios i.ri this category; FM, VRC 12 series radios; 
'.'-!1d UHF, VRC 24 radios. The FM radios a:re the easiest to maintain, due to 
the fact that they are desie;ned for easy !:...aintenancc with quick change .bdhila : 
However, ctue to prolonr;ed rerio'is of continucus or;eration, these rn.dios ho.ve · 
had frequent r:i.aintenance rroble;',S. The VRC 24 r;:.dios are not as easily u'lin­
ta:ine:i. There arc no si:-are or float rG.dios to rcDh.ce thorn when down for 
r.2 intenance. Hn.intenan~e down tine on these ra-lioc hes run nnyv:here fr on 
Sc:veml df\Y'- to several weeks, nnd even months. 

0.· 0 f\J f I f) c Nl ·-· f {\ l " .. . ···-' l ' ! I I . ·'· 
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1. Drainage: Durinr August n.nd Septe:cber, with the advent of the rd.iny 
season in the I Corps area, everyone at Camp Ear.le beca.n.e conce?ned with drain­
age. The large holes which were bulldozed to put the living quarters tents in 
at the beginning of the dry season, soon filled with water. Most of the drain­
age construction effort which took place in the units was carriea out by per­
sonnel frol"l the units who lived in these tents and AA.d a personal interest in 
eo·'.d riraina.fe,; Engineer-equipment (backhoe, bulldoze , grader and front lon.d??r) 
we.s utilized when available. 

2 • 1.evetr:;ent constP.Uction~ During Septerrber estimates of the amount of 
MBA1 rntting needed to construct revetments for helicorters of this battalion 
were submitted to G4. The f ollowinf figures, were developed for the anount of 
r.iattinr. needed: 

a. One H-mcdel revetment (50'x20'x5.5')(Parallel type) will 
require 128 sheets of M8 per revetnent. That breaks down to 64 sheets rer 
revett1ent and 64 sheets per p:i.rking area. within the revetment. 

b. One C-mcrlel revetment (50'x25 'x4•8') (L-sreped) will require 
112 sheets of MBA1 per revetment. Breakdown is 4S sheets per revetment and 
64 ~er parking area within the revetment. 

c. A,B, and C Co~ranies will require 2560 sheets of M8A1 
r:r>. tt in~ each tiB.3 bundles) for revetT'.lents and 960 - 8 foot pickets. 

d. D Company will require 2128 sheets or 152 bundles of MSAj 
rrattinp and 576-8 foot pickets to comrlete their revetments. 

coNFIOEN11At 
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SECTION 2 

f-art I - Observations(Lessons Le~~ed) 

A. PERSONNEL: None 

D. OPE'.='J~Tl:ONS: See /'.fter Action Report at Inclosure 3 

C. TRAINING ;_•J1) ORG/1NIZ/1.TION: None 

D. INTELLIGENCE: Nane 

E. I.CCISTICS: 

1. Iten: Mi:i.ntenance of .wire Cor:rrnunications Lines 

a. Discussion: Mai 1tenance of cornrnunication lines fron Killer 
switch to Dravo and Delta co:rrpanies present a continuing problem due to the 
distance the wire lines nust be strung ~nd the areas of heavy vehicular 
tr~ffic that these lines must cross. This causes numerous breaks and rrany 
r.:i.intenance r.18.Il hours. Most of the. authorize'i load of wire was used in 
r.eintaininf these lines by the end of Septer.iber. 

b. Observation: The lines were routed along the irnnediate insidr­
,-:i :.he perir.1eter and under culverts to stay clear of road crossings. The 
existing wire supply was not sufficient to r-rovide the required nw:iber of 
lines. The uso of phc'.ntom circuits was e:r:1ployed to economize on wire. (Se~ 
r!iagr.in belnw for illustrci.tkn of phantom circuits). A disadvantage of 
ph-'°L11tom circuits is that a si'1gle break will cause total loss of service to 
two parties rather than one in the standard circuit. When wire is in short 
su;,r ly, however, phantom circuits provide a gocrl solution to the pro~ len 
of stretching available wire resources. 

Ct) f\!Ff [) E~rr, /\ L 
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2. Ite:r.i: Stockar.e of Class V at Forward Star:ing P.reri.s 

a. Discussion: 1\n initi.'ll estimate was nade that 2"5 armed heli­
copters would be utilizing rearning fncilities at FSB Birr.i.ingha.m forward 
staging area in suprort of Operation Somerset Plain. That figure included 
the Cobras of D Troop,1/9th Cu.v which W<>.S in direct supr:>rt of the 101st 
!i.irbome Division at that time. Since the cavalry troop became "perational 
at FSB Dirrn.ingmm a week early, ar-Jl'lUnition began to be stocked in large 
quantities at the i•SF during the last week of July. The initial stockar;e 
level was exceedinfly heavy because there •·PS no arPc1.rent experience factor 
for the anount of ~I!lr.10 needed to suprort such an Of€ratinn. In fact, more 
arni:nmition wa.s returned to Camp Engle unused than was used durinc the two weeks 
of the operation •. More tmn 1 ,200,000 rounds of r.dni-fUil arrmunition wg,s 
stocked but not used at FSB Eirninghar.1 .'.lnd was subseque-itly returnerl to &gle 
where it was divided between D Conpany, 101st Avn Bn, arrl D Troop, l/1 Cav. 
Other categories of a.r:mumitinn were also overstocked at FSB Birmin[ha?!l •. A. 
najor effort he\d to be exrended to clean up the runship re-arm point a.t 
FSD :irmineha.m, in spite of the fact that the roint was policed day by day •. 
'I'his was c:2used. by aircrews who le.rt Landing, crates, and brass on the pel:'.".:­
prir.ie at the re-arr-. points. In addition, per:i.oeter guards threw C Rc.tion 
boxes and other trash around the ASP. 

3. Observn.t ion: For future operations involving personnel of the 
J.vintion Battalio11 operatinr a re-am point, the auantit;r of arr.iunition to be 
prestocked ut an I.SF for use of gunships will be 11 safesided 11 low until an 
experience factor is est~blished on which to base routine ammunition requests. 
In addition, a thorough police call will be held upon closing the poi.11t. eacl:i · 
day by the personnel operating the re-a:rm pad. The anrn.o points, the pits, ~he 
ramp and the perir:ieter will be thoroU&hlY policed. Unserviceable anrnunitiori 
will be segregated carefully and turned in or dispose1 of daily. Efforts will 
be ma.de by the point crews to keep the entire area in a high state of police. 

coNr\DtN1\AL 

39 

\ 



Co: · .- .. -.. -· ! 1 lAL. 
l"~ i . i ..) ;_ I \1 '·· 

---- ·-·--- ·----- ·-

ional Report of 101 st J~viation Battalion (J.ssault Helicopter) 
for ending 31 October 196S, R.CS, CS FOR-65, (Rl) 

SECTION 2 

Part II - Recnr:unendations 

A • PERSotf•1EL: 

1. Subject; l>drninistration of Military Justice 

2. Discussio11: 

a.' Due to the increasing cor:rplexity of the UCFw, this unit has 
lost cases t,:--cause of technicalities that most officers are unaware of ex­
cept in retros re ct. Im officer should five judicial na,tters top priority, 
;.ret because of the full duty schedule of duties which demand his time, 
he is unable to z:iaster or stay abreast of the constantly ch;;.nging field cf 
r.ri.lite>.ry justice. 

b. The lack of knowlerige could be partially alleviated by r.nn­
datory classes conducted by the Staff Judge Advocate Section. These cl.nsses 
would consist of discussions o~ the reneral Foints of military law and nGW 
decisions of the Court of Military J'.ppen.Ls the.t would have direct beari.ne 
upon this unit's legal activities. 

). Recoru::iendatinn: That classes on r:ri.litrry law be initiated with1n the 
i-01st Airborne Division with mandatory attendance by all officers. 

D. OPER.t.TIONS: (See After Action Report at Inclosure 3). 

1. Subject: Reconnaissance and Security Missions 

a. Discussion: 

( 1) Fr:i or to the reorga.nizn.tion of the 101 st .h.iroorne Divis ion 
urrler the airr:10bile c,.,ncept, arny aviation heliccpter su":"port mssions were 
flown by peneral purr~se ~nd assault helicopter units. As the only assault 
helicopter battalion assifned to the division after reorganization, the 
101 st Avic.tion Imttalion assuned a remrkable variety of missions. .hany f.~"" 

within thl: traditional ca vnlry role of reconnaissance and security. l~noDE, 
these are Lo ig Range Patrr:il (LRF) opc:;ratio!1S, Foreign Observation Base (FOB) 
operations, co1voy cover, firefly illll:linat icn and recc»nnaissance, Night 
Observntinn Device (NOD) surveillance, anG. "s~iffer 11 perscrmel detection 
recmi.'1niss<mce nissions. These missions are clearly a function of air cav-: 
c.lry, which nere1Y extends the reconnaissance and security ropaLility of c~·~und 
cnvalry by means of aircraft operating in the ground environnent. ! 

(2) Prier to th< c..rrival of air cavalry units in the 101st 1 
i~irborne Divisio1, the 101st /,vfatio:1 Battalion necessarily perforraed these· 
wvalry rnissic'.1s in ul.ditinn to its primary air assault mission. With an £l..irl 
c£.vci.lry unit new assiu;1ed to the ch.vision, however, continued pcrforrnnce r,.f 
G21i-alrynissiins b•: the 101;;it

1
-{·l\rl· t..m· B-1"-J~n.~i~ryi,~s inefficient. Ccntinucd: 

( ... . ·-~ L I\ 1 l l '·" i \.I\) j . l .._./ l . l \j I . ! '\ -
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perf nrm.i\'ce of these missi0ns by an assault helicorter bo.ttalion merely de­
grades its C'3.Jnbility to perform its mssion for Which it is designed. The 
air cavalry troor is specific11.lly orc:anized and equipped f,..,r recon:.1aissance 
anri securit3r missions, 

(3) /._lthough D Troop, 1/ 1 Gav has assumed nominai responsibil­
ity of LnP operations, D/1/1 Cav continues. to lean heavily upon the expertise 
of 101st J.viation Battalion aircrew• to actually perforr.i the difficult and 
dru1gerous L"lsert:.ion and extraction operations. Two aircraft of the 101st .iWn 
D'1 are chrr"Jnically in suprort of lJlF operr.tions. D/1/1 Cav will not perfom 
the operation. 

(4) Although several unsatisfactory mission reports have been 
su''r.J.tted in connection with 101st Aviation_ Battalion support of FOD operv.­
tions, the battalion continues to be require:i to suprort FOE with daily 
cor:Jr.litrients of trocpships and punships. UH-1C gunships assigned to the 101st 
1.viatfon Battalion should not be ass:Lened to FOB missions. The UH-1C is 
inadeqµate for the task, which de!18.ndS a high speed armed excort capable of 
lone endurance and rapid, powerful maneuvers at extremely hi['.h.density alt­
itudes. Use of the UH-1C gunship on FOB frequently requires the escorted 

· troopshirs to slC1w down to allow the gtmships to keep up, thus increL'.sing 
their exposure to enentr fire. UH-1C gunships cannot carry sufficient fuel, 
a.nd are incapnhle of cl.imbi 1r rapidly enough to negotiate the rugged terrain 
in which they must operate. The UH-1C cannot successfully negotiate the 
hifh density altitude, f.a!?.t, steer:. turns which optir.lw:l anned escort for FOB 
operations often dernnd.. The AH-1G Cobra gunship is c3.µible of ~erforr.rl.ng ·., 
the mission :more effectively than the UH-1C and with a substantially greti.ter 
!i'.<'l.rgi!1 0f safety for aircraft and crew. AH-1G Cobr.:~s are assigne::l to D/1/1 
Gav; they should nerforrn the FOB mission. 

(5) NOD :r:dssions are clearly in the : rcvinceof division recon­
naissance and security, 1.long with firefly and sniffer recon nissions, NOD 
operations are controlled by tho division G2 and should be performed by the 
eyes of the ~ivision--the cavalry. 

(6). Convoy cover is one of the old.est cavalry missions. It 
is unecono~ical and inefficient to use UH-1H aircraft to perform a mission 
better suited to a I.DH ar white team. 

b. Recorr.r"endation: That divisional cavalry units be assigned 
the responsibility for performing cavalry Dissions, to include: 

(1) Long Range Patrol operations 
(2) Foreign Observatirm Base operations 
(3) Night (J)servation Device missions 
(4) Fire.fly reconnaissance missions 
(5) Sniffer personnel detection reconnaissance 
(6) Cowoy cover. 
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2. Subject: Otserver l•ircraft i.-ri a Crrnbat Assault Operation 1.rea 

a. T)iscussinn: 

( 1) On combat ?..Ss;·.ults of ten lift ships or mre, the C&C 
aircraft must devote t ~ e .mjority c,f its r.ttention to coordinating each 
p.hnse of the assault. Everything the cor:ir.end and co11trol aircraft does 
will affect the ope rat.ion in one way or another. He should have to provide 
a ninir.n.m cf &ttention tG dcdging other D-ircraft. On the larger lifts, it 
is not unccmr~n t~ have three to four observer aircraft in the area. 

(2) The problem arises when each comnarrler concerned has ' · · 
own helicopter and starts orbitirl,· n~~ the C&C aircraft. His orbit is 
not necessarily behing the C&c, :i;;arallel to it, or even above it. 
The problem now bec(··mes one of the C&C aircraft dodeing the others in 
his orbit area and having to devote less c,ttention to cmtrolling the 2-ir 
assault • The insertion of troops into a remote area is a highly coordi­
nated arrl intricate operation; the air :mission conrnarrler on the C&C aircraft 
sh JUld be able to devote most of his attention to it. 

(3) On large pre-planned cperations an orbit area is set 
aside for VIF aircraft that doe! not interfere with C&C aircraft. 
Each rarty concerned can then accor:iplish his mission with .r.iinir:ia.l probleo of 
?:lid-~ir collision. 

(4) When an operci.tion is j n porgress and an observer wishes to 
wtch, he should contact the C&C aircraft and request an orbit area. He :: 
can than be given an ~'-rea .from which to observe, or possibly a higher alt- ; 
itude ab'Jve the operational area. · 

b. Reco:r:unenda.tion: That observer aircraft use the published orbit 
area and/or altitude, or contact the cotu:".and and control aircraft to request 
an orbit area. 

3. Subject; Artillery Fire Supr·ort for airn0bile Qremtions-

a. Discussion: 

(1) In conductinG air assaults with various units of the 101st 
J.irborne Divis ion ,marked differences have been observed in the er:;ployment of 
fire suprort for airnobile assault. For assaults into areas not expected to 
bG hostile, insufficient attention is sor:i.etimes given to fire support plans 
t:· fosure that fire support will be timely, adequate nnd accurate if needed. 
Where assaults are planned into hr;stile areas ,the quantity of fire support 
plnn~ed and delivered is usualJ.y ade0u~te, tut the coordination, control and 
accuro.cy of this sup:;:·ort often leaves r::uch to be desired. 

(2) Units which seen to be mst succc:3sful in f'J;1ploying cJ.rlil-

,, , ; :" i ,:.: . i r' ... i r .. ,., ,. 
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lery. support are those which use ~vailr.ble tii.1e to work out the L10St rrccise 
and detailed artillery suprnrt rlans rossible. These plans are then verifie:l 
by sending nn artillery forward observer out to register all prepl'.ratory, 
supportint; o.nd on ct.11 fires whenever possible. 'l'his is most inportant, 

:because only by :·.ctually adjustinr fires can the cor.Fander be assured that t~ 
.'will ."J.ctuo.lly fall as rlc>.nned. been.use of the specrl and precision of air 
assault, a:1d the close proxii"ity in which suprortine fires nust fell to be 
effective, erratic fires my be disastrous to the assault force on one siee, or 
ineffective on the other. 

(3) The use of intermitte·nt white phosphorous rounds to rr_rk 
supporting fire ccncentrations is rarticula.rly effective, especially for the 
gunshi:rs which must work in close I roxmitv to these concentrations as they 
cover the troopships and reconnoiter ahead of advancing ground troops. 

h. Recor:rnendations: That the following procedures be required of 
all units corrlucting airmobile operations: 

( 1) Careful and detniled nla.nning cf fire support, whether or 
not an artil.Lery preparation is tc be c:-.ctu::i.lly fired. 

(2) Registrati('>n of ~11 fires planned whenever possible. 

(3) Use of white phoophorous r..a.rkinr; rounds to indicate the 
lihcation of supporting concentrations beine fired during the execution cf t~·:c 
trooplift. 

4. Subject: Cl')0rdination of Tining During idrr.iobile Operations 

a. Dis cuss ion: 

(1) The precision of fire su~rort and fli[ht discipline con­
tenpL1.ted for air aSSClult opere.tio:t$ require that troorships touch down withi..'1 
rlus or Dinus ten seconds of the specified landiI1[ z,one ti;·e. 'l'o achieve this 
degree of rerfection arrl yet maintain continuous tube artiL.ery, aerial 
rocket artillery, end escort cunship fire on and around the l<lnding zone until 
the mc:nent that the trMps de'~ark fro:r:i the troo~ships, it is essential th[l.t 
all el~nents· participatine: operate on ~precisely the same tine hack. 

(2) During conduct of coLlb~t assault operci.tions with the Div­
ision R':.F it h:'ls been noted thnt as much ns ten minutes vi.riance in "official1' 
tir:1e i-~etween the vari()US battalions suprorted has been encountered. In cn.scs 
Nhere cD:".'.bat assaults are cc.rrlucted one inraediately following the other, the 
ten winute ch:lnge between units r:ey nean excessive problems in coordination 
of aircraft, ns they r;iay still be refueling from a previous mission, or 
otherwise he un:1ble to adjust to the new tire. 

(3) The official t:ine in the Republic of Vietnam, according to 
the US!.:W d:irective, is AFVN radio. All tines fr,:..~ aper,. tions should be 
st:i.nd2Td:izecl with this tine. Since all units < rr: unable to receive LFVc,J 
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radio, the division and each brigade should give subordinate units an official 
time hack on dern.,.".l.nd, using the J.FVN tine as a. standard. 

(4) In any case, the airmobile tnsk force c' J'!l.ITU1der should be 
prcrared to furnish an .:i.ccurate tine hack on de~.and at lrost an hour before 
the operation l?egins, so thnt all fire support and r:.nneuver eler;1epts of the 
t<isk force Mc."S' be precisely coordinated. Failure to rove such coordination 
ms caused unacceptable errors in tin.ing on nirr1obile operations during the 
reported reriod. 

b. Recomendation: 
( 1) That an official time be raintained c:.t division, usi:-ic ti1c 

L.FVN stC'.ndard. 
(2) That all brigade and bo.ttalion ha"1.dquartcrs be a;)le to 

o~ha:in a"l c.ccurate tme hack frcr:i. di vision on dmand. 
(3) That ::i.11 battc:i.lion headquarters be prepD.red to furnish 

accurate tine hacks to suprorting u.nd suborcii.inate units, on demand. 

C. TTu'.DTI't>JG J,l\D ORGANIZATION: 

l. Subject: Comrany Intelligence Section: 

' ' 

2. Discussion: a.In reorgr.nizing under TOE 1-155T (i~irmobile Division As­
sault Helicorter Cnmpa.ny) froo TOE 1-77G (Non-divisional Assault Helicopter 
Compci.ny) the slots for a unit intelligence officer a.nd NCO were deleted. The 
requirements for int.~llieence activities, however, remin the sane. J .. ll 
incoming personnel must be given a security- briefing, clearances must be , 
obtained arrl enemy situci.ti· ,n maps showing current ground fire information .mttSt 
be minta:ined for the aircrews. Intellirence information from higher head­
quarters must be evaluated a!"lri disseminated within the unit. Flight crews 
r:rust be debriefed and significant infornm.tion :i:assed to hicher headquc.rters. 

b. All the duties formerly handled by the intelligence officer c..nd 
NCO I:J.ust now be accomplished by the flight operations officer arrl the 
operations seree<'.1nt. This raeans there is one officer a'"ld. one NCO to 
harrlle both operations and intcllifence. In a unit where operational com­
mitoents ciorm?.lly run 24 hours e d;:i.y, seven days e. week, this phces an 
undue bu:rUen on these person~el. Freviously, the intelli£ence officer was 
als0 the assist2.nt orere.tions officer a:.1:.l. could share the job of handling 
aperational cornmittoents. It is nonnally advisable to have an officer present 
in. o:r:-.eratio :s whenever unit aircraft are flying. This is not rossible with 
r;'1ly one officer in the section. 

3. :tecrnr:ier:dat ion: That the :r-ositions of intelli;;ence officer and 
inte)4.igence NCO be rest 'r<id tc TOE ts of the helicorter companies of the 
c.irr.-obile division. 

'1, TIITELLIGEl~CE: Noni 
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E. IOGLSTICS: 

1. Subject: Sicnal Supply 

c:.. Discuss ion: The bi· rest r·rotlem i "l COl"Jl"J.unicatic;1s in the past,, 
c. rl a present, is obtai:1ing all kinds of suprlies 2..00 re1 ::tir parls. i3a.dly 
needed iter:is are wire, radio r~rts, batteries, poles, generator parts, tele­
phone parts, S'Witchboc!rd parts, :pnrer tags, and rnny others. These items 
have r:een on requisition· for weeks, Md in r:-.o.ny cases, nonths. Est2.blishing 
and re.intainin; camrnunicaticns is becor.tl.~g considerably more difficult with­
out the necessary equipnent. 

b. Recooir.1-'l!ldation: That n thorough review be made of supr ly pro­
cedures and pperaticns at higher headquarters to determne and resoh·e t'.-_.:: 
problems which are preventing- effective suprly of badly needed signal ite:r..s • 

2. ~ubject: De-activati~:n of f:D 1Jetachnents 

a. Discus.si:-.n: The l:l1 'l'r<-ns· :.nrt i~".int detachr:lents and two !!.L 
Signal l"vio,1ics l{epair Det chrnents were de-activated by USJ.::.fAC GC#325~ Al­
though the detachments (603d and 613th TC arrl 4th and 722d Si[nal Lvionics 
Detachments) were d.e-activatc:d, no similar or corresponding unit was activated 
in their place• Consequently the per'Sonnel and equiprient were not assigned 
to arry organization. 1'he effective date of the de-activation was 1 July 1968. 
To date, no instructions have been re·tleived by this battalion as to disposit­
ion of property of these units. Meanwhile, there is no effective control over 
the property. Thy unit cannot requisition property .because their UIC was de: 
activated and ref.urned to Department of the Army along with the unit ciesignn.­
tion. There is a continuing prol:ilem on how and where to rer;ort the detach­
ne:-it •s equipment on the 2406 rerorts for maintenance. Battalion Supply 
personnel do not have the authority to control the property of these detach­
ments nor can they properly submit requisitions for them usinr their .fem.er 
UIC because it n~ lonrer exists officially. 

b. Recomnendation: Thc.t Divis~ on G4 query U3I~RV Headquarters to 
determine the status of these detachments. Further recommend that if dis­
position or re-activation is not soon forthcoming, that the property of the 
det2.chments be «.ssigned to the comp.".ny the7 formerly suprorted to ensure more 
fQSitive control and maintenance. 

J. Subject: Initinl Requisition of TOE Equipment. 

a. Discussion: On 27 July 1968, requisitions were submitted for 
'T'QE equipment for D Compctny, 101st ·Aviation Battalion. Conmand controlle=~ 
items were submitted as well as requisitions for other TOE items. itlthoup;h 
the Djvisio1 project code for new requisitions 11 1NA" was not initially Clprlied 
to these reouisitions, it was aprliGd by the DSO 'before tho requisitions v:ere 
l'.:-"cnr:i c::J.nied to the ~SO (ne:w). These requisitfr.ns i·rere received, arrl sane 
nocessPd by DSO (Re:.~r) 'rh8 rrv1jority 'tJere CD.'lcel lc>Cl with no explnnation. 
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After several weeks of ntte:mpting to discover why the; were cuncellcd, a 
representative of the Battalion Sur:'ply Office went to the rear a:1d found that 
the 2765-1 's which had been su~rnitted had the document identifier 11 J~OA 11 on 
them. 1. new requirement arose in the meantime that all requisitions referred 
to depnt have the document identifier 11 J..OE11

• The requisitions were returned. 
/.fter th"'.t W[l.S strair,htened out, several .;1.dditional weeks went by with no 
advice on stc:tus. $(-1, on 16 September, AF-1 1s were submitted and status 
received by 30 September indic~ting th.:i.t certain 2765-1 's had been referred· 
to the )06th Field Depot. 'rhcn by October, no command controlled· equipment 
had been issued to l) Company on the initial requisitions, more J..F-1 cards 
were submitted en 22 Octcber. To d.'\te:, t~ status of at least 50% of the 
original requisitions is in doubt, only a few of the many line items have been 
filled, and n Company personnel live and perfonn their mission on borrowed 
and cast-off equipment. !J Comrany 1s coU\ITIC'..rrl controlled items rave ap:r~red 
on the last three Datta.lion F.:A Reports. The same situation is true of tr"' 
requisitions submitted for equipme;t (under Ti.VA co:ie) in ;.ugust because 01 -::,.,_ 

conversion to airmobile. To d~te, 19 line items have been filled for 195 
remiisitions. 

b. Reccmrnendati(m: That the Divisir.n G4, in c· njunctinn with DSO, 
initi':.te action to determine where the equipment is lccated that is c.uthorized 
for D C0mpany, 101st Aviati0n :::3a.ttalicn. Further, recr,nmend that Division G4 
require suprort ?.ctivities that hold this b8.ttalion ts reouisiti0ns to subr.lit 
up t0 date status on each one. 

4. Subject: '..>eficiencies in .11.ircra.ft Mainten;:;:nce Organization Fersoirnel, 
Squi:rment, o. rl F<',cilities 

a. Discussion: I.. rult'itude of pro1 Jlerns co;-itinue to plc>.gue aircraft 
rr'°'_i11tena.."lce i.l'l the i01st Avi?.tinn I:attalfon. 

-. 

( 1) Genero.l oroers activa'l,in{': KE ma.i ,tenance de1::!chments for ', 
J~,E, a:id C Cr:mp:.i.ni,:s have not been received. to date. Consequently initiD.1 
TOE Equipnent requisitions, particularly for tool kits, ca·mot be r;rocessed 
2.nd filled. This situatirin has been goi.1f en for four months. 

(2) Th, KE de achment for Co~ny. D a;:-rived without officers, 
non-ccmr.1isioned off ice rs, or qualified supervisors • J, sufficient number of 
qualified rnaintena.'11.ce officers ei.re not availc.ble to adequately supervise 
aircraft rrnintenance in t~e c,-,rnpanies. The same is true of experienced 
intermedia1eNCO supervisors. Technical supply perso~nel are inexperienced. 

(3) Conditions under which maintenance r.mst be performed are 
unsatisfr.ctor~r, The:se is no hardstand for nainten::·_nce. Maintenance shelters 
,1 re iTh:J.dequate or nonexist2,nt. Lighting for night m'.lintenfl.nce is inadequntc. 

(4) Requisition fill times are unse.tisf~ctory, ma.king parts 
stc·ckar;o levels inadequate, and c2.using c.buse of EDF requisiticn procedures. 
:::c;.ck-up riirect surport maintena.'1ce S'lurcGs r€quirE: excessive time fo:r canrlc-· 
i.inn of rr.-ti'1ten:·rnce tetskS • 

. / .. :, /"'''\ ~\ l ( - \ i- .. < £ ........ r. ~ .. ,,~ - ! t ~ ~ 
I f ! l \' ;- . l 1 >. ' \ 1 ; ' • ' 
'-. , ·., .. } 1 _I l i ) j l. ' ._, ; ~ . -, '. 



l'.VAJ-JJTA-E 
S®JECT: ()rcraticnal Report of 101st i'"via.tion Bat tr.lion (1.ssa.ult He1:l..co~ter} 

for perir-.o. cndinr 31 October 19613, nc.s, CS FUR-65, (R1) 

b. Recommendntion: Th.G.t :in:.:i::dfate actirn be tP.ken bv hifher head­
quarters tC1 accnmrlish the f·>ll,,w)nf: 

( 1) Obtain cenern.l orders activating KE detachments 

(2) Obtain criticailly needed KE detachraent equiroent whether or not 
activation orders are ·forth conine. -;: -. - -~· r-

experienced personnel to bn.ttalion: 

FOSITION 

(a) !"ircraft Y.aintenance Officers Cnt 
(b) Aircraft Maintenance Supervisor :i-6 
(e) Senior Helicopter Repairnnn E-5 
(d) Aircraft Rerair Parts Specialist E-5 

~ 

64823 
67N40 
6?N20 
?6T20 

(4) Obtain and construct aircraft maintena~ce shelters and 
field :r.aintenance light sets on thebasisQ!three r:er company. 

(5) Construct hardstand in rmintena.nce areas. 

(6) Frovide two 30KW or larger ~enerators for each aviation 
company. 

(7) Review surply rrncedures and inplerr..ent necessary steps to ', 
irn.rrove rerair :i:arts supply. 

Incl 
1-0rcanization Chart 

/) // .. 0 ,, 
~=A~.e ,- v. 0 1-u.,rd~· 

PAU.L B. SNYDER I 
.LTC, AR:IY 
C or:rrnand ing 

2-R..,dio and Wire Crr.u:runica tions Jin.r,rru:is 
3-l.fter Lctfo'1 Report-Somerset Fk".in 
4-.. Coroat SGF .. ; · ··,:. 
5- Area of Operations :Vap 
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RADIO AND W!RE 
COMMUNICA'f I(N) 

DJAGRA~ 

Diagram A. Batta.lion outgoing circuit diagram 

Diagram B. Battalion Operetions hot line circuit diagram 

Diagram c. Alpha. Company outgoing circuit diagram 

Diagre.m D. Bravo Can.pa.ny outgoing circuit diagram 

Diagram E.. Del ta Campa..ny outgoing circu.i. t diagram 

Diagram F. Battalion Operations FM radio net 

Diagram G. Batta.libn UHF fiight following net 

Diagrem R. Battalion Opers.tions seal.U"e radio net 
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