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DEP k.RTNENT OF THE lRMY 
HEJ.DQUl.RTERS 269TH COMBJ.1' .L..VL::rION Blll'TJ.J.ION 

I.PO 96353 
"DISCIPLIN'"ED PROFESSIONli.LS" 

1 Mey' 1968 

SUBJECT: Opera.tionnl. Report of 269th Ca::ibnt J..vintion Bo.tttlion 
for Period Ending .30 April 19681 RCS ~FOR..65 (R1) (U) 

SEE DISTRIBWIGN 

1. Section 11 Operations& Significant Activities. 

~. (C) Chronology of Significant Events. 

(1) The 269th Oonba.t Avio.tion Batto.lion, conposcd of tho three 
assault helicopter conpnnies and one o.ssa.ult support helicopter oor.1pcny 
at the onset of this report, hns decreased in size to its present coopo­
sition of two nsso.uJ.t c011ponies and one ..o.sso.ult support helicopter conpnny. 
Since the temination of the lo.st qunrterly report, tho 188th J.ssa.ult 
Bolicoptf}r Conpany, fomerly stationed o.t D.£.U TIENG, has been reassigned 
to the 1fth Avio.tion Group in the I Corps· To.cticol Zone. The :361st Avio.tiop 
Conpony (Aerial Weapons), arriving in-country during April 1968, hns been 
assignod to DI .il.N, end is under the control of tho 269th for training. 
The 269th Oor.ibo.t .Avio.tion Ba.tto.1ion Hondquo.rters, the 2421 J.ssault Support 
Helicopter Conpany, nnd tho 116th .Assa.ult Helicopter COIJpany renain o.t 
CU CHI, with tho 187th k3sc.uJ.t Helicopter Conpany continuing its support 
fron TAY NINH. 

Due to the loss of tho 188th .Assault Helicopter Caopany boo.DAU 
TIENG, the 269th ho.a lost the capability of I:lission o.ssignnents of one 
o.ssa.ult helicopter coupony continually to ea.oh Brigodo ot the 25th Info.n­
tr,y Di vision. (In nony instoncos the ButtoJ.ion 'Will ,~rovide ono conpo.ny 
for tho support of two infantry bo.ttalions of sepll.l"('.te Brigades in ono 
day during different tine periods.) Al.though this type support ho.s crented 
sone minor problens in ooordino.tion between the su'pportod units and the 
aviation ele:-.ient and their effective release tiries, it has in no wey 
nff ectod the excellent ro.pport now existing between the ground oolJtUl.l:lders 
o.nd o.vio.tion connnnders. 

(2) During the quarter covered by this report the 269th a.gain 
dooonstroted the cnpa.billty of iI:lproving and increa.sing the timobile 
SUpport rocpired by o.11 allied forces in the III Corps To.cticnl. Zone with 
152 d~ of coIJ.bo.t assaults. The Batto.lion continued with prillc.ry support 
to the 25th Infontry Di visi6n in their operations ago.inst VC/NV~ forces 
located in the III Corps Ta.cticoJ. Zone. During this period, the 269th 
worked with 25th Division in ~eir constant offensive o.ctio.ns, runo~.~- . -·"'"'· 

c. ,;4i A/;:: £/11 /,/' A .DOWNG:'. ~n::.L1 ,;r 3. ': ,,, ;; IN ff.h'.:'cc. 
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omlusivoly in the CU CHI - Sl:.1001·: a.rca. when the VC/NVJ'. forces wcro 
engaged in tho TET OFFE'·~SIVE. The r.viation support of this batta.lion was 
instrumental in the 25th Division's notions to open the road bctwoon S!JGON 
Ellld CU CHI and the actual securing of S~".IGOi proper. In ono OP> ration, 
Tk...~ SO?~ NEUT airfield wc.s tho LZ used for the ground clements. :..S tho VC/NVA 
TET action slowly lost its offensive punch, tho 269th Combat 1.-viation 
Battalion provided support for various al.lied units during Oporc.tion 
RESOLVED TO WIK. This highly succossi'Ul action was designed to ramovo the 
enc.my.forces that wro still in positions around the SlJGON, LONG BINH, ond 
·B:m:~ HO.lo aroa• ls a result of supporting allied ur..its on a co~1tinuod 
offensive action the 269th had one of its most succcssi'ul actions to dato. 
On 72 soparato combat assaults, all units flew a combined total of 25,585 
sorties, co.rriod 47,123 pnssongors, trQJ:lsported 7,518 tons of c~rgo, for 
a total of 9,144 flying hours. The 269th gunshi;is accounted for 131 confirmed 
enemy kills, and an estimated 104 enemy kills. In addition, the gunships 
destroyed 163 VC sa:11'K.:·1s c.11d structures. Tho 269th suf'forcd 9 wunded por­
sonnol and had 64 aircraft sustllin combat damage. Through skill, cOUl~ngo 
and dotormination, tho officors end men of the 269th C0L1bat i...vic~tion 
Bc.ttalj.on provided tho 25th Infnntry Division end other allied units with 
the necessary aviation support to thwart a dotominod drive by the VC/NVA 
forces. 

(3) The 116th end 187th ..:·.sso.ul'ti Helicopter Compcnics continued 
as tho primary cviation support units for the 25th Infantry Division; 
howovor, tncticoJ. situations required their use ou·i·.side tho Division M. 
Jill. naea.ult companies have conducted operations in support of the 1st and 
9th Infantry ~ivisions, 199th Light Infantry Brigade, .L.RVN forces, c..~d 
personnel from Civilic.n Irrcgu:Iar Defense Groups. 

(4) During tho period of this report, while assigned to tho 269th 
Combat .L.vie.tion &.ttalion, tho 188th .l.ssault Holicoptor Company was to 
provide tactical cir movement of canbnt troops in Operation P.i..PID FIRE for 
team. B-36 of tho 5th Special Forcos Group. This operation was for the pUI'­
posc of gathering intelligence on VC/ifVii oovcment.s across tho Cambodian 
Border northwest of '.f4Y fJDIH in Wur 1,onc ncn. The 188th committed- 5 slicks, 
one Command and Control, f':.Ild 3 gunships daily for this operation. 
Utilizing low level insertions at first light, the sma.11 dotc.clmcnts could 
bo inserted into multiple LZ 1s to preclude tho Viet Cong pinpointing their 
exact location and stro:.gth. Dy tho close of RLPID FL(E, the 188th had 
fiow..45 separate airmobilo operations ranging from single ship insertions 
and extractions to multiple sl;ip operations, Tho 188t.h new a total. of 
1, 185 sorties and 621 flying hours in support of PJ..PID FIHE. The 188th 
killed 36 vc,.wundod 3, captured 3, destroyed 2 vc vehicles, and 3 bridges. 
Tho unit suffered three personnel wounded, and 11 aircraft hit by ground fireJ 
of these, three wore totcl.ly destroyed. 

" (5) Tfu.oughout the two previous rcportir.g periods tho 269th 
Combat i.vic.:tion Butta.lion has taken considerable pride in documenting its 
lessons learned with strategy and methods of employing the 269th smoke 
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Significa..~t Events 

dispensing aircraft. During this reporting p0riod1 tho Butta.lion continued 
to oxpll!ld and improve the tr.:.c-cics used with "Smokey Baron"• Tho use of 
this o.ircrnft whib L1plomonting provc.m. hlothods of employment is without a 
doubt one of tho most i;nportc.nt stops forwcrd.1 yet mo.de, in protecting the 
somowho.t Vtllncrablo troop carrying hclicoptor. 

The 269th Com.bc.t ~·.via.tion D~ttalion presently has converted tw (2) UH-1C 
gunships into Si1lokq dispensing aircraft and assigned chora to tho two 
11ssa.uJ.t helicopter -.companies with tho BEA.tto.lion. To insure that stc..ndc.rd­
iza.tion a.nd proper methods of utilization are continued, tho training nnd 
qunlific.'.ltion of aircraft commanders for this helicopter is completed at 
bo.ttulion level. The col'!tinucd use of the snake dispe!lsing hcFcopter on 
dc.ily missio~s ha.s creo.ted o.n ever expru1ding need und n multitude of dar.iands 
for its services. "&nokay11 is used not only fo;.· screening PZ's v.nd LZ1s 
but also for covering the flanks of o.dvru!cing troops ns they move pa.st or 
ncc.r a suspootod enemy position. Ground c<h11I!lll.: 1dcrs hnve e.lso used tho smoke 
ship as a deceptive meru:is by plncing n smoke screen on a divorsion.::.ry LZ. 
i..nother mcK.ns of employmc~:t is in tno dispensing of riot cortrol agents, 
prliinrily CS gns. ilthough this is probubly the least employed toe nique 
yet npplied1 it h,o.s provon to bo quite cfi'ective. This method of use will 
co:i:1plctoly incnpa.citato the unprotected oner:i.y soldier o.nd '-lffo1·d the added 
security of restricted visibility to the cntiro flight of aircra.rt. Cure 
must be used when cr:iploying smoke <:.."'rl CS together. ·.rhc CS c.::;,mot be seen by 
the pilot 2.." 1 c1 there is alW['YS the possibility of flying through your O'Wil 

lo;yor of CS if smoke is not used ~s n mnrkor. 

'!'he a.pplic£1.tfon of this smoke ship is restricted only by one's imnginv.tion 
C...Tld the c::i.pv.bilitie s of the c.ircruft it self. Thus fro:" 1 tho hi.agination ho.s · 
boon SUp_Jlied by t.ho comrmnders of ground forces c.r well us r.vio.tion units. 
Thoso now tactics are limited by tho aircrui't itself since the present 
converted UH-1C docs not ho.ve tho snake oil cnpncity to roonin·on station 
long enough. The tanks now in use limit tiae on stc.tion to npproximo.tely 
thirty minutes, not enough ti.L~e to udequo.tely cover L large operation going 
into separate LZ 1s. The present dispensing appurE'.tus also restricts the 
spe0d at which tho smoke sbip ccn nake b.is pc.ss on tho LZ. .:.. sloy speed of 
r.pproximately 60 knots in thc UH~1C provides the most o.deqw:.te coverage; 
however, it increases the vulnerability of drcrd't a.ntl crew. :. fc.ster 
c.ppronch tends to dispense the smoke in loWE:r density, thereby decreu.sin.g 
its effective~ess but decrecsing vulnerability. 

With the incro~sed utilization of this circraft r::.nd its proven effectiveness, 
research· r..nd c'.evelopment cl.orgthese indicr,ted shortcomings coulc. cert<..'.inly 
fUrther increc.se its o.p~)lic.c,tions. 

(6) The 242d Assault Support Helicopter Co::npo.ny ;:ncii:tnined its 
hic;h level of effccti ve support for ell o.J..liod forces in -~-.he III Corps 
Tucti co.l Zone. The 2l.2d Wt."'..S primc.rily utilized ir. su.p:!ort of the 25th 
Inf~:.c!.try Division Ut"ld ddly cnrried tho loG.d when hec.vy cc.rgo lifts were 
ne(;ded for troops in the field. With tho uso of Pathfinder Dct<.'.cbncnts, the 
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242d hc..s oxpeditod the noveraent of artillery bn.tte::..·ies end lo.rgo troops 
contingents. Tho Pcthfinders, boing raoro experienced in nvi~tion operations, 
con c.ssist the ground CO!""~ndor in rigging hoc.v-.r lands, positioning troops 
on the ground for loo.ding end c.ctuul radio control of c,ircro..ft in the 
PZ 1 s nnd LZ' s. ... duily commitment of 6 aircraft for o.11 units in the III 
Corps Tactico.1. Zone kept tho 242d at 75% over the programmed flight time. 

(7) During the ·\)eriod 1 Fobru.c:17 to 30 1.pril, tho 269th Combat 
lvintion Bilttnlion has persisted in its aggressive spirit in cnrrying the 
night, in one of tho most contested nre<'-s in Vietnm today. The efforts 
expended a.t ull levels of this canrn.and are reflected by the outstunding· 
reputa.tion enjoyed by this Battalion. The sustained Sup:port rendered to 
all units in tho III Corps Tc-ctical Zone by the 269th is borne out by the 
statistics indicated below. 

(8) From 1 February to 30 i.pril 1968, the 269th Combnt .;".viation 
Batto.lion flew ?1,465 sorties, logging Q total of 23,336 flying hours. 
116,105 pussongers were cl'.rried onG 23,622 tons of ccxgo hnve beon raoved 
in support of ground forces. 206 Viet Cong i.rerc killod by oircrnft of this 
Batto.lion, nnd 53 'cO.sualties were evo.cunted frora forw..rd areas. 

( 9) During this period, the Betta.lion itself suffered 4 KU. nnd 
19 w:u.. 120 ·tlrcro.f't received conbut dr;lllll.ge from hits by enemy ground fire, 
Most of the hostile fire received wns tctken during c total of 90 <lc.ys of 
corabo.t assaults in support of ground forces. 

(10) A-:..rcrcf't status as of 30 i.1.pril 1968 (Inclosure 4). 

( 11) The figures shown o.re continued evidence tk.t the 269th is 
supporting forcos th.:..t are among the r.iost ncti ve offcnsi vely LTl Vietnam 
today. The Bc.ttolion takes deep pride ru1d satisfaction in the sup)_)ort it 
has been able to give the c.Vic.tion .. minded groU."ld units in tho III Corps 
Tt~cticnl li:>ne. ~~ f'urthor stc.tistiQnl c.ccount is in Inclmrure 5. 
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(1) The primnry mission of tho 269th Combat .;:.vio.tion Batto.lion 
Hea.d.quo.rtQrs is to provide coi:t"12nd, control, sta.f.'f plu.nning, and a.dmin­
istrotivo supervision for its assigned aviation units. Suborclino.te a.ssv.ult 
helicopt,cr cornp::i.nies ho.ve c.s their primo.ry mission the oirlif'ting of combo.t 
troops in o.irmobile operations while the Batto.lion's cssr:ult SUP!JOrt 
helicopter compv.ny provides a. logisticnl und t:~cticd ctlrlift c<:tpability for 
movement of troops o.nd sup 1lies. There hcve been no cho.ngcs or cdditions to 
the unit mission during the reporting period. Transfer of the 21st R.Gcon­
ncisso.nco J.irpla.no Company during the last reporting period eliminated that 
portion of the mission' which utilizod the survoillcnco and target acquisition 
co.p.:1.bilities of that unit, 

( 2) Org:::.nization. 

(a.) The 269th Combat Lvintion Butta.lion is presently composed 
of a. headquarters company, two a.ssnult helicopter compc.nies 1 one cssnult 
support helicopter company, c..nd one aviation company (c,erio.l wee.pons) under 
the Bc.tto.lion 1 s control for training. Tho 188th i~ssnult Helicopter Company, 
locci..ted nt DJ.U TIEl;G, J.:PO 96268, was trrnsferred fron the 269th Combat 
.: .. vic.tion Batta.lion .:.nd relocated in the I Corps Tactical Zone. Present 
organizdioncl cha.rt is included in Inclosure 1. 

(3) Porson~lities. 

(u) Cor.i:mru1der: During the entire period covered by this 
report, the Bdtclion Com;imnder hus beea Lieutenant Colonel EDG.i.R F TODD, 
OF105845, :.rtillery. 

(b) Staff: i-.t the close of this reporting period the 
principn.l sto..ff officers were: 

1 Executive Officer: Lieutenont Colonel LONNIE T 
HOW.iJID, 09?922, Infantry. 

2 S-1: Mo.jor WILLL".1:1 F OsrEru·lEIER, OF102582, 1..m.or. 

1 S-2: Captain BILLY F D:.VIS, 05321?62, Infantry • 

. /z. S-3: Mc.jar RICH....RD W ~~UTH, 04D3'Z744, Corps of 
Engineers. 

! S-4: Major JOSEPH 1. SITES, 04004905, Corps of 
Engineers. 

(c) Unit Comncndors: .·.t the close of the reporting period, 
the unit co;rnn.nders of subordinate units were: 

1 He:D.dquurters Company: Cup-Ca.in FR.'i.NK T PETERLIN, 
05207355, ~r\illery. 

5 
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Commo.nd n... 
~ 116th ~· .. ssault Hollcopter Company: Mo.jor 1J..BERT R 

WOODRUFF, 073431; .!rtillery. 

J 187th ..'...sse.ult Helicopter Company: Ma.joz- RUSSEL J 
FOLTJ .. , 077391, Infantry. 

it 242d .k.ssnult Support Helicopter Company: Major 
JJIDREW N 1..LFORD, 01939976, Infantry• 

(4) Personnel chr.nges within the com:..iand eroup and principol 
atnrr. 

(a.) Battalion Comuander 

l Outgoing: Lieutenant Colonel JJJ.1ES M ME!t~YM.:..'l, 
067566, ~illery. 

~ Incoming:· Lieutenant Colonel EDGbR F TODD, 
OF105845, J..rtillery • 

.J Effective Da.te: 1 Fcbru.o.ry 1968. 

(b) Botta.lion Executive Officer 

l Outgoinga Lieutenant Colonel EDGJ.R F TODD, 
OF105845, ~illery • 

,6 Incoming: Lieutenant Colonel LOlfalE T HOWLRD, 
0979221 Infantry. 

.J Effective D:i.te: 1 Februm-y 1968. 

(c) S..1 

1 Outgoing: Mv.jor CHARLES M GRl.HiJ,1; )91846, 
Transportation Corps. 

~or. 

Signcl Corps. 

,6 Incoming: Major WILLWi F OSI'ERi,iEIER, OF1025821 

J Effective Date: 20 April 1968. 

(d) S.2 

1 Outgoing: Major LYH)()N E HO~~N, 053091.36, 

,6 Incoming: Cc.ptc.in BILLY F Di.VIS, 05.3217621 Inf"ontry. 

J Effective Date: 12 ~pril 1968. 

6 



Co:mm.roid 

(o) S-3 

l OutGoingt lfo..~or BILLY G SIMS, 0896071 ;..rt,illery. 

Z Incoming: Major RICP...iJ"ill W AUTH, 04032744, Corps of 
Engineers. 

J Effoctive D~te: 26 March 1968. 

7 
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c. 

(1) Maintenance of unit strength. 

2). 
(a) &l.ttilion strength us of 30 J.pril 1968: (Sec Inclosure 

(b) Sutuno.ry of projected g:.~ins o.nd losses for the next 90 
days: (See Inclosuro 3). 

(c) Pe;r:sonnel reports: Porsonnel Reports o..re suhuitted in 
uecordance with 269th t,;oubat ..-..Viution Regulation 335-1 • 

(d) Replacements: Replacements hnve boen requisitioned in 
accordance with USARV Regulation 614-185 for officer personnel (8 months 
prior to DEROS for non-a.via.tiers ond 11 months prior to DER.OS for aviators); 
and USARV Regulation 611+--202 for enlisted personnel (8 months prior to 
DEROS for Senior Enlisted personnel o.nd 6 nonths prior to DEH.OS for grndos 
E1 ~ E6 Personnel). 

(e) Recnlistnent progrc.m: 

l There were 5 reenlistraents during the quo.rtor. 

2 T!1e reenlistment progr2lll is published in the Battalion 
papor "Black Enron Release". 

(2) Person.11el }:!cnngetlont: 

(o.) Personnel procedures. 

l ~ssignenents: Personnel assigned during the quarter 
\.,'Ore as f ol:-i_ows: 

OFFICERS wl.RRANT omCEns 

~ Rotc.tion to CONUS during the q14'1rt,er i 

OFFICERS 

22 

HI.RRL•NT OFFICERS 

19 

,.2 Casualties during the quarter: 

OFFICERS 

7 

A Return to 1'uty: 

WI.RM.NT OFFIC~ 

8 

:§NLISTED 

232 

ENLISTED 

293 

ENLISTED 

41 
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follows: 

!J.Q 

1 

F-9 

0 

12 Evncu2.tod frou Conbc..t Zone: 

OFFICEHS WJJUU!J.T OFFICERS 

0 7 

~ Killed in lotion: 

OFFICERS Wl~~NT omCErt§ 

0 

E!lLISTED 

7 

ENLISTED 

6 

Ii, Promotions: Promotions during the quarter were as 

OFFICERS 

!i4:I ~ .1LT ~ m!2 

2 5 4 0 20 

EiJLISTJ@ 

F-8 ~ F-6 F-5 F-4 

1 0 3 115 99 

.2 Recla.ssificationl .i.dministrative MOS Reclassification 
during the quarter - 45. 

2 Retironent/Reversion to retirod sto.tus: 1. 

(b) Prisoners of Wo.ra Prisoners or wr are turned over to 
the G-2 - 25th Inih ntry Di vision for collection, sllf'eguarding, processing 
and evnluo.tion. 

(c) Civilian porsonnoli Civ:l.lia.'11 personnel ore hirod fron 
the abundant resources of indigenous personnel. Local Natiom;i.ls o.re hired 
in two distin~ cc.tegorios: pemo.nent hire a;.1d direct daily hire. 

1 Pcmo.ncnt hires: :&.'"'.ch unit, subnitting its current 
and projected ciVilion personnel roquiro-.. 1cnts in accordru1ce wi:th USJJW 
RegUlo.tion 690-7, through this hendquc.rtors to 12th Combat J~v:ta.tion Group, 
is authorized to employ locul nationals on a. pemn.nont basis. The spaces a.re 
allocated to Bo.ttnl.ion through 12th Coubo.t .;".vie.ti.on Group f'rot":l US.JlV. The 
payroll for pe:rmonent hi1~os is distributed diroctJ.y to ench unit froLl US..:.RV 
on a. bi-weekly basis. The local nndono.ls o.re e:ciploycd in numerous positions 
to include Kitchen Polico, C~rpenters,Handyman.1 ExGernU.110.tors, nnd Secretnrie 
Pen1anent hires nre employed as follows: 
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.fil!I!. NUNBER OF PERML.NENT HIP.ES EMPLOYED 

mm, 269th Combat J..viution Bcttnlion 7 
116th J.sso.ult Helicopter domp'1?lY 9 
187th ~sso.ult Helicopter Corapruiy 8 
18Sth .l~sso.ult Helicopter Compo.ny 17* 
242d Aasaul t Support Helicopter Compo.ny ~ 

Tari~ 49 

*Th1s is the lAst reporting period for the 188th since they have been 
reassigned to another Combat ~viation Group. 

~ Direct Daily Hires: Direot daily hires eraployed on 
o. doily, as needed bQsis. They are used primo.rily for unskilled labor such 
as filling so.ndba.gs, generol police, etc. Currently most units er.iploy doily 
hires to a.id in constructing bunkers and digging dra.ino.ge ditches in prepo.rn ... 
tion for the oncoming Monsoon Soo.scn. Funds are allocc.ted to the :&.ttolion 
from 12th Combat J.viation Group on a Quarterly basis ~·.nd i&t.lspensed monthly. 
Ench unit enployed an o.verego of 22 direct hires ea.ch wor. ing dc.y during th~ 
first quarter of 1968. The wages puid vo.ry fron VN$80 to $100 per 8 hour 
work day. There is n study underway to determine the fccsibility of o. piece 
ro.te pcy schedule for sa.ndbaggers in order to obtnin a. more productive work 
force. Local o.grecment requires 1 Vietnamese supervisor to be employed for 
ecoh 20 Vietnn.w.ese lo.borers employed. In uddition, it is necesso..ry to have 
ono (1) u.s. 1.I-;ay individual. to supervise each group employed. 

(3) Morale aiid Personnel Services. 

(a.) Leaves during tho quarter were ns follows: 

:&nergency 
Cor.tpassionate 
Special 
Ordin£1.ry 

OFFIC~ 

1 
0 
0 
0 

WJ.RRANT OF.FICEH.S 

0 
0 
0 
0 

(b) R&R for the quarter: 

Foreco.st/Requestcd: 3.38 

Received: 336 

ENLISTED 

5 
5 

15 
10 

(c} Character Guido.nee: The Cha.rl"ccter Guida'1cc Progrom is 
supervised by the &,t·: .. niion Cho.plain. Classes c.rc scheduled w.ith tho 
Chaplain by tho corapc.nics I trnininG ottiocr or N'CO • The Chaplain also pre­
pares o. supplor.lentury written briefing on eo.ch month 1 s topic. This briefing 
sheet is provided to the conpa.nics in sufficient nUDbers for coverage of o.11 
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offioers and NCO's. Enlisted personnel unable to at·tend a class because ot 
their duties also read this briefing aheet. In this manner all personnel 
within the canmand are able to participate in the Ohara.cter Guidance 
Pro~. 

(d) Postal Servi~: Postal Service has continued to be 
exoellent, thereby greatly assisting the morale of the Battalion personnel. 

(e) Religious Servioes: Religious Services of the three 
major faiths are available to all per8onnel within the command. Denominar­
tional Services are also available to oertain Protestant personnel. Services 
for Catholio personnel are provided by Chaplains fran a.djaoent units. 
Oatholice in lilIO and 116th AHO attend Mass in the 2d Brigade Chapel at 
08.30 hours or in the 25th Division Memorial Chapel at 1030 and 1900 hours 
on Slllldays. Those in the 242d ASHC mey attend at the Tomahaw Chapel at 
1000 hours. There are several other Masses held in the various ohapels at 
CU CHI Base Camp. Massee are held_ at 1000 and 1400 hours in the M3morial 
Chapel at TJJ. NINH and are attended by Catholic perso:nnel of the 187th AHO. 
The Catholics in the 361st .llviation CompanY" (Esoorli) attend Mass o.t 083<) 
and 1115 hours in the 1et Division Support Command Chapel at DI AN. 

Jewish personnel in the units located at CU CHI Base Camp mey at-tend servioe~ 
in the 2~h Di vision Memorial Chapel on Fridays at 1900 hours and Saturday,; 
at 0900 hours. Speoial arrangements are made for all Jewish personnel to 
attend da;y-s of special obligation such as Passover. 

The Battalion Chaplain oonduots Protestant Worship for the units as followa: 

2421 ASHC .. 0900 hours on Sundays in the Company Dayroom. 
HlIC1 269th CAB ... 1100 hours on Sundays in the Conference Room. 
187th AHO - 1930 hours on SundlJ.Ys in the Compaey' Briefing Room. 

Personnel of the 116th AHO attend services at the 25th Division &morial 
Chapel at 08.30 hours on Sundays, or may attend with lilIC. ,361st .t.viation 
Campany (Esoort) peraonnel mey worship in the 1st Di vision Support Command 
Chapel at 1000 hours in DI .AN. 

Due to the continuous preporo.tion of meals in the unit mess halls, we 
have found it more advantageous to oonduot religious services in briefing 
rooms or deyT()oms. 

Special services were oonduoted on Good .Friday and a Sunrise Service held 
on Easter Sunday at CU CHI. 

Protestant denominational services a.vro.J.able area 

Episcopal M:>rning Pr~ers or Holy Communion are held at 08,30 hours on 
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Sundo.y at the 25th DISCOM Cb.o.pel for personnel nt CU CHI; a.t 1000 hours in 
the Mcooria.J. Cho.pol o.t T."J. lHNH; and 0<)00 hours in 1'10iil.orinl Cho.pal or nt 
2000 hours in 2nd Brigude Chapel cl; l:JI .1: • .H. 

Lutho:ro.n Worship is concluoted nt 1.300 hours 011 Sundays in the 25th DISCOM 
Clup ol o.t CU CEI. 

The Church of Jesus Christ o:f the Lutter Doy &.ints holds service at 
CU CHI: 1300 hours .. Priesthood c:md 1400 hours .. Sa.crcment in the 25th 
Division Memorial Cho.pel. LDS services in Tli.Y NINH c.re o.t 1000 hours in 
Hcnorio.l Chapel, nnd o.t 1.330 hours in tho Memorial Cbn.pel ut DI L:N.-

M<luorio.l Services nre held for all personnel \olho giw their lives \tlhile 
in the Comm...1lld. These sorvices a.re usuN.J.y conducted by the 00.tt.D.J.ion 
oho.plain ancl are held either in the compony a.ren or tho nearest nvnilnble 
chnpel. It has been our experience thnt tho m..1.Xi.mtn:l number of personnel 
Yho wish to attend such services ore o.vuilablo in tho eveningJ therefore, 
Memorial Services c,re usuo.J.ly schc-:uled between 1700 and 1930 hours. 

(4) Discipline Lay and Order& 

( n) During tho past quarter there were no cases tried by 
General Court Mn.rt.ial. 

(b) Thero wo.s one co.se tried by SpeoiuJ. Court M.".rlinl. 

(o) Thero were two co.sos tried by Sumunry Court M..'U"tinl. 

(d) There hns been one en.so of' confinement which wr-.s 
suspended nfter completion of one nonth of the sentenoe. 

(5) Hondqnurt.ers M..'magament: 

(a) i1us1.>ngo Center ru~d Courier Opera:i;ions. Tho Battalion 
operates a. raess~e cent.er which is tho nerve cente1" of cJ.'i distribution f'roJn 
end between our conpo.nies wd higher hec,dqu.D.rters. To assist the Message 
Co.'l·C.cr Dlld to provide tho Battalion with tho much nooded nbili ty to trclrsport 
personnel of the Battnlion between their units, the Ba.tta.J..ion mt1.intci.ins a. 
dully courier aircro.ft, utilizing n UH~1 helicopter. Its noI'l;m.l schedule 
is 0800 to 1700 hours d:Uly. Its route of flight includes three stops dnily 
nt 12th Conbnt i .. via.tion Group and at co.ch of our subordinate '1.4'"lits, once 
before o.nd twic:e c.fter noon. 

(b) ~~rl.nistruti ve Support. There has been qui to on 
ir1provoraent i..'1 the regularity of receipt of regulo.tiortni'ld bla.nk fo~~11S• 'Wo 
c.rc still in 11ced of specific regulc .. tions, but i:onstn.i.1t chocki..'1[,:; and re­
checking of requisitions hus nllcvinted nost of the problcns. 

(c) This quarter the Bc.ttulion experienced l""Cproduction 
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problems in only ono conpnny, but tho Bc.ttulion Message Center w.s o.ble to 
provide it with its 1 own bc,ck up end there wus no lose in efficiency noted. 
We hnvo on order two r1ore electric reproduction Lia.chinos. Upon nrri val o:t 
those mo.chines, the bo.ttnlion should be in excellent position in this area. 

(6) Miscellroieous: 

(o.) The BattoJ.ion o:xporienced three motor vehicle accidents. 
The only other nccidents huvo been associo.ted with evnsive notion tciken 
during mortcr ond rocket o.tto.cks. 

(b) Generol F.duco.tion Developraent. There w.s o. pause in 
tho nomal scheduling of clv.sses during the pc.st quc;.rt;er due to the TET 
.Aggression. However, tho progrt1Ll ho.s returned to normul o.nd is opera.ting 
effectively a.go.in. 

(o) Visitors. This pa.st quarter Yns mnrked with a. paucity 
o:t visitors, including mony Sena.tors, Represento.tivee, rnd Enterto.inors. 

(d) Marriage to Fomign Ho.tionoJ.e. There wore no mo.rr:toges 
to foreign nationals this pa.st quo.rter. 

(e) Ceremonies. On 1 Fe'bru.nry 1968 LTC F.d.gur F. Todd 
o.ssuoed. cormn.nd of the Black Ba.rans. On hnnd were represento.tivcs o:t oJ.1 
assigned companies ns well o.s the Group Comrumder roid distinguished guests 
including the 25th Infantry Division Comlll£!llding General. 

(f) Exchange Fc.cilitiee. Due to the TET J~gression, 
supplies a.t the PX1s ho.ve been quite lucking. Even now, they have not 
o.s yet recovered. The exchanges ho.ve undergone quite o. face lifting, but 
the supplies have not been at oJ.l o.deqUc'.lte. 

(g) Clubs Dnd Messes. All units hnvo their own messing 
i'a.cilities. Eo.oh o:f the coD.panies ha.ve EM, NCO, ·and O:fficer Club; all o:t 
whioh o.re eJq>eriencing rui excellent financial position. 

(7) In:formo.tion 

(o.) Command Information. Command In:ro:rmo.tion o.t the ba.t­
tnlion level is the responsibility of the Infomo.tion Office. Tna mission 
a.t this head1tua.rt;ers is o.cconplished pr:l.m.nrily through the use of 0. bnt­
tnlion newspa.per, the "Black Bg.ron Release", bulletins, cJld pericxlic briefing; 
Beco.use there a.re no regularly scheduJ.ed clo.sses, and the prospect o:f being 
a.ble to hold clnsses in the future is dim, the present method is considered 
the raost pro.oticcl a.a well ns efficient. The pr:!.::i.e aource of distribution 
of Connmnd In:romntion is through the Batto.lion newpo.por. The progrom 
thus fa.r ha.a evidenced a. great degree of success, ood there a.re no plans 
to ohonge rmy portion of it o.t present. 
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. (b) Public Infon.iution. T}~e public inforrantion progrm:i 
is dividod into severo.l distinct co.tegorios, and will bo tronted indivi­
dually in this report. 

1 Avintion Suwac.ry. The present systen ot ho.ving 
the unit I0 1s ooll in nightly between the hours of 1930 end 2130 htls pro­
ven nodero.toly success:f'ul. There ho.s beon little problen in subnitting 
the reports to USi.RV IO on ti.tie, Dlld unit IO's som to understo.nd wh::.t is 
required of than in this field • 

.2 News Releo.se. There is no signi£1.~"\.nt oh!'nge in 
the news relet!.so policies, however, o.s a. control :i:1ec.sure, the distribution 
sohene is notod on every file copy by the individual ncldng thnt distribu.. 
tion. 

J News Po.per. A new heading wns dovelopod tor the 
DBlp.ck Baron Releascl' There ho.s oleo been nn inoreo.se in the nunber of 
cartoon o.nd Arr.led Forces Press Service cuts utilized in the mioographed 
reproduction. The purpose wo.s to enhance the po.per ond increo.se tho 
interest of individunl soldier. .An inoronse in the c.mount of hwtnn interest 
ond Hooe Town News type stories utilized in the po.per has co.used izreo.ter 
rol;ldor interest. 

J. Photo Elenent. Thero has beon o. decrease in tho 
CUJount of photogrc.phio nissions undertaken by this headquarters. The 
reason for this is thnt there is o. shortnge of fi1n C'lld comora oquipnent. 
There ho.'fe been no resources allocated for the purchnse of ccraera equip:ient, 
t'nd there ha.s been no supply of fi1n nade avnila.ble. Tho film 011dcbvelo­
p:f.ng ho.s been supplied by the 125th Signnl Deto.ohne1!t at Ou Chi. 

j Ho-uetown News Releo.so Progrotl. The Honotown News 
Release Progrru:i hns shown a. definite increase during the pc.st qunrler. The 
0t10unt of DA 1526 forms dispatched by the Battalion Infomntion Office has 
nearly doubled. Tho interest in the progroD hc.s boen kindled by a. letter 
to the Conpony Connnnders indico.ting the poor stc.tus of the progrru1 and 
urging personnel to po.rticipc.te in the progran. The stet!dy inoren.so indi­
oo.ted there is no need to reVOtlp this progrro:i. 

:zo 
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D. (U) Intelligence and Security 

(1) Production of Intelligence. The Ba.ttnlion Intelligence 
Section naintains frequent daily liaison with the Intelligence,Sto.ff of 
the 25th Ini'o.ntry Di vision. This close porsonnl linison is a. wst if 
tinely accurate inforno.ti'on is to be properly distributed to the nssigned 
conpanies nnd Bnttcl.ion Stu.ff. It hns been found tho.t porsonnl oonta.ct 
with the conpnnies produces the best results. The oonpome s ho.ve n desire 
to be kept up to do.ta on "the sitWJ.tionn, but ho.ve little title to spend 
gathering intelligence inf'onmtion o.nd ore not properly staffed for such 
opero.tions. Therefore, this is one of the Bo.tto.lion Intelligence sections 
primary duties o.nd a. large portion of its tine is spent insuring ill su­
bordino.te units ure properly briefed on the latest intelligence data. 
There ore, at tines, ·problems in coanunicuting with two disto.nt oonpo.nies. 
The la.ck of a seoure ro.dio net also hro:lpers effort in this c.ren. Therefore, 
it is this Bc.ttnlion 1s policy tha.t O!J.Ch Ste.ff Section noke personal liaison 
with ea.ch ooLl.po.ny once week:J.y. Th~S'& wookly visits offer the Bnttcl.ion 
Intelligence Section on excellent opportunity to thoroughly brief, discuss, 
and disseninnte intelligence da.tn. In nddition to this, ench unit is f\u\.. 
nished onple copies of cl.l cva.ilnble INTSUMS fron both nvintion and ground 
chnnnels. 

(b) Spot Reports of Visuo.1 Sightings oonoeming eneoy 
nativity, rendered by nvio.tion personnel, continues to provide. tit1ely 
intelligence info:rnc.tion. This capability defi.~itely assists the 25th 
Info.ntry Division in tho.t tho ti.no elapsed between the sighting and their 
receiving tho report is o. r.intter of ninutes. 

(c) The photo coverage of the 25th Infnntry Division 
hns :inproved ir:n:J.ensely. A conplete oosinc nap of the intended LZ plus 
on area study can be acquired in a very short tine. The llXOO. study is 

PJ,rt;ioularly inporta.nt ns it includes all visual sightings, ngent reports, 
o.nd inoge intorproto.ry tho.t Clll'l divulge such things o.s bunker ccnplexes, 
store.go arena, nutorac.tic woo.pons positions, etc. J. nultitude of informa... 
tion con bo :::i.o.de nvo.ilnblo to the commnders prior to o. conoot assault 
i.."lto an urea.. 

(d) Precise Wec.ther data. continues to be a probleD.. The 
.Air Force weather sto.tion nt CU CHI is tho nost coIJrJon source of weather 
in:foma.tion; however, the weather aircra.:f't dispo.tchod specifically to check 
the woo.ther in tJ:i..o J.!) is the raost precise and nccurc.te riensure of the 
existing woa.thor. This is p8.rliculc.rly true during the Monsoon Seo.son 
when thunderstorns cover lr.rgo pc.rt of tho "fY!.AO doily. 

(2) Eneoy capabilities, vulnerabilities a.nd likely courses 
of o.otion. 

(a) ;.. report is nndo on e::i.ch uirorcl't tho.t is hit by enemy 
tire. These reports ere kept on file and studies ore node to indicate 
tronds in the enemy' a o.nti-a.ircro.ft capability. The nost co1:non ta.ctic 

JS 



·•-r,· .--· .. l,. _ _.: 

'k:~:~::-~~ -~~~IVE ~ER 
--,By aB/mrr 12356, Section 3.3,A('~{? ~7_32,,1( (. 

NARA' Date 9J9 ;;J r . I >
03 

__ .·.:, -

IJttellit;ence ond Seourity 2~ 

is engaging nn aircraft on toke-off or lo.ndinG• J.J:l. eneriy soldier will 
no:tnnlly position hinself close to the outer per:l.neter of the friendJ.i 
ground unit and fire on the ll.ircro..ft o.s it passes over. The ener:\Y rec.-
lizes, being in this low ond slow configuro.tion, the llirora.t'l; is very 
vulnera.ble. He also rooJ.izes the Door guns, (pnrtioula.rly the CH-47 
Chinook carry a sling lood) offer little throa.t to bill when the cl.reran. 
is directly overhead, 

(b) Tlie Intelligence Section tw.intoins.on ~to-da.te 
intelligence :nnp in the Batto.lion Opero.tions Center, It contains o.11 
known eneny loootions, routes of travel, agent reports, visucl sightings, 
roid signifioont activity within the 24 hour period. The no.p is posted 
three tines dclly nf'tor liaison with the 25th Infantry Division Intelli­
gence Sto.ff • Ba.ttalion Sto.ff nenbers ond unit coaconders D£1.y a.cquire 
intelligence when needed fron this source. 

/(, 
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E. (U) Opero.tions ond Trcining 

(1) Operntions. 

. (c.) Opero.tions plans and orders. The 269th Oonbo.t Avintion 
Bnttolion fully enploys the standa.rd five po.rnt,Ta.ph OPUN/OPORD to diss&­
minate the plane and coordina.tio~ for ell Ba.tto.lion-controlled opero.tions. 
stondoxdiza.tion of annexes and of tho distribution systeo ho.a i'o.cilito.ted 
prepnro.tion, reproduction, and distribution of plans and orders in ns short 
a t:L.-:ie o.s (;JJ ninutes. Specific annexes ha.ve been .added in the :tom of 
sketches of the pick...up o.nd londing zones, which -were doterninod necessary 
to be inserted in the OPORD fr011 lessons learned. The ho.bitucl. use of 
oonplete written orders for rlUlti-cODpony operations greo.tly sinplifios 
the intergro.tion of non-orgnnic aviation elenenta into on operations o.nd 
insures the closest coordina.tion of the nvia.tion plan with tho.t of the 
ground contUlllder. 

(b) Supervision and Coordinution of ta.cticnl operations. 
In o.cldition to the non.1ul co0IJ£U1d1 control, and coordination fncilities 
found in all bntto.lions, the 269th enploys o. pemonent Bnttcl.ion Operations 
Center \BOC) ond a. Batto.lion Co:rann.nd and Control Helicopter. The Co::ino.nd 
o.nd C-ontrol nircra.i't, co1:IUonly referred to as the 8C&C Ship", is a. tJH..1D 
nodified by the a.ddi tion of u cor1Dll11ders console, AN/ bSC-101 providing one 
additiona.l. UHF and tvo odditiona.l. ]M tronsceivers. The systeo. o.ffords tho 
connonders tho luxury of tIUch greater control through o. selection of added 
oonr.runica.tion ohn.nnols. 

(c) Plo.nning and Integrating. 

1 Fire support in all a.irn.obile operations conducted 
by this Ba.ttnlion· is coordinated through the ground CO!llJ.O.nder and his 
Artillery Unison Officer in the pla...rming pho.se of on a.imobile opero.tion. 
Most e:xpeditious control of nrlillerJ support ho.s bee11 found to be DD.in­
tained through direct contact betwoen tho supporting artillery FDC and the 
ground oonnandeJ:' nlo.t't i..11 thEJ G&C ship. k:so1 it hn.s been found tho.t to 
insure continuity in cormcnd~ the use of on nl.~ernnte C&C is .inperative. 

z Po.thf'inder operations ha.ve continued on a ho.sis 
consistent 'With the tr:wtical operation. Pathfinders continue to organize 
pick-up zones for o.irncbile oporo.tions o.nd no.into.in constant liaison 
between ground elenonts :in the PZ and the connond and control personnel. 
Pathfinders hc.ve been found to insure n IJ.oro succossf'ul operation in the 
PZ when they have been jnsertod into ground elononts position o..t n..1. 
This o.ff ords the Pa.thfindcr p8rsonnel sUff::cicnt tine to brief ground 
forces on the location of loo.Cl.s, nunber of loc.ds. pick up forna.tions, eto. 
This nlso insures that en avir..tion reprosento.tivC:. is present should any 
change arise affecting tho tactica.l. plan within tho 12-24 hour period 
preceding the scheduled ussnult• 

11 
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(d) Ovorcll con:J..."' .. r:.d security. The physical security 
plans of tho 269th Conbnt .&.Vio.tion Buttnlion 2nd cl.l subordinate units 
a.re integro..ted within the base conp defense plt"J1s of the no.jor units 
garrisoned ut CU CHI, DI l~~, und Ti:Y NINH. Within the conpony v.rec..s 
thor1selves, bunker conpleJres nre consta.ntly inproved, us nro revotnents 
for a.ircrc.ft. 

(2) Bo.ttclion Operations Center (BOC). The BOC operates on 
a. continuous 24 hour per da.y basis. One o.ffioer o.nd one enlisted nan is 
on duty a.t o.JJ. tines during this period. The :OOC is provided with liM-J.M.. 
UHF-HF rndio cor.nunicntions. The tronscoi vars a.re tho direct link to tho 
Bo.tto.lion 1 s subordinate units,t.he li.rr'I',f .Aviation El.anent (JJ.E), to II 
Field Forces Vietnoo Tactical Operations Center, o.nd the A8sisto.nt Division 
Avic..tion Of'ficer · (.ADLO) 1 o.t the 25th In:rontry Di vision 1 s Ta.ctioal Operations 
Center (TOC). Conounicution 'Ioli th the 25th In.fan.try Division ond the subo?'­
dino.te units in the Batto.lion olso ho.s c. sole-user telephone syster:i as 
bc.ok.:..up. Missions nre received .fren Ju\E and assigned to tho units by :OOC. 
Dc.iJ.y operations o.ro constantly nonitorod by the BOC, insuring that all 
necessary action to ooordino.to activities, react to cnorgoncios, and sul:Dit 
reports is, in fa.ct, token. 

(3) Training Progran. 

(a.) The training o.f Ba.ttnlion porsonnel is in keeping with 
tho operational requirenonts continually arising in o.n aviation unit. 
During the po.at three nonth tine ~, tho Ba.tto.llon received 22 AAMX.hP 
quotas for courses in the B, c, D nodola o.f the UR-1 helicopter, 5 quot·a.s 
for the CH-.47 aircraft, a.nd 9 quotas .for instruction in aircraft engine 
na.intena.nco to include T-53, T-53-L-1.3, and T-55 engines. Two (2) quotas 
were oJ.so allocated .for instruction in tochnicnl supply. 

(b) Nine (9) Jungle Environr.iento.l Survivnl Training clo.ss 
ollocntions were cho.rgod to subordinate units of the Ba.ttaJ..ion and were 
attended a.s follows: 116th - 2, 187th • 31 361st - 11 242nd - 21 Bn Hqs • 
1. This course is conducted in the Phillipin(ls. 

{c) Tho 269th has also rece:i,ved instruction on the now 
Yr £Used.1 2. 75 i,.nch rocket fron. o. Depo.rtnent of the Aro.y 1 New Equipnent 
Training Teon (1''ETT). &.ch conpr!ny sent represento..ti ves fron its am.ad 
helicopter platoon to include o.ircra.ft co:mn..'1.llders, pilots, platoon sel\oe 
geonts, crow chiefs, gwmers, o.nd o.morers. This training included in­
struction on woa.pon chc.ra.cteristics, a.n:rl.ng1 and actual firing of the 
rockets. 

(d) Aviation Training ond St<:'.ndnrdizo.tion. 

l Prinnry training to newly assigned a.via.tors is 
given at subordinate unit lovel. In-country orientations a.re given by 
conpo.ny level instructor pilot, as are the vurious stages of troining 

'' 
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required to insuro an c.v:iator 1s proficiency in tho techniques poculio.r 
to conbo.t operctions L~ Victnan. 

2 Stondari.zation is :w.into.ined throughout the Bat­
talion through 90 day standardization chockrides. Those rides nre given 
b.1 ba.tto.lion rmd 'cor.ipeny instructor pilots who insure o.clheronce to the 
Ba.ttc.lion flight policies. Bntto.lion sto.ndo.l'dization pilots continunlly 
nonitor tho sto.ndo.rdizntion progrru:1 with o.n c.g(,Tossive policy of frequent 
flying with subordino.to units. 

JC/ 
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(1) Supply 

(a.) Clnss of Supply 

.1 The TET OFFENSIVE had a. lo.rge inpa.ct on the supply 
of Class I to ell the units a.t CU CHI, T/:!.. NINH, o.nd DAU TIENG, since the 
bulk of these supplies are delivered by notor convoy o.nd tho MSR'e were 
under Viet Cong Control. Tho supply of B rations provided wre odequo.te 
precluding the need for the units to cons'll!1e C rations. The delivery of 
perishables cl.nest 00t10 to a halt during the nonth of February and did not 
inprovo until Did ~ch. This had tho biggest :inpo.ct on the units at TM 
NINH and DAU TIENG. Prolininc.ry investiga.tion reveaJ.ed tho.t not only wns 
the rotion breokdown point o.t Til NillH rccei ving limited anounts of perish­
ables, but also that they oJ.so wero suffering a.pproxino.tely thirty percent 
spoila.ge on who.t they did receive. The rec.son a.pporcntly stemied from a. 
shortage of refrigero.ted transportction, which resulted in perisha.bles1 
other than nea.t, beilJ,g ca.rried in open trucks. This hv.s ca.used our units 
to cOIJCit a portion of unit resources to the taSk of obte.ining and trans­
porting suitable produce. 

,2 Clo.es II and IV supplies ore handled by 1st Log 
CoDI:lOild and 25th Infantry Di vision. Uni ts at CU CHI o.re now supported by 
DISCOM 25th Infantry Division and the unit at Tli:I NINH is supportoo by 
1st Log Connand through a. Supply and Service Bo.ttalion. During this period 
sandbags and bunker r.ia.teriaJ. were critically short ond beCOtle a. coIJIJBlld 
controlled itetl. This resulted in slow progress in repniring and con­
structing niroruf't revetnents and personnel shelters. 

J Clnss III ond V support is obtained through 25th 
Infi'.llltry Division or 1st Log Comwnd units o.t tho respective ba.se coops. 
During the TET OFFENSIVE both classes beOlll:le criticcl. ror a. brief period 
of tine becnuse air resupply wns linited. J.s the convoys were able to 
rosurae normnl travel, the level returned to non:ll'.1. At no tine did the 
shortage of the so supplies honper our unit 1 s capcbilitios. This w.s 
accomplished through ca.refUJ. planning and by usinB resources nt other 
locntions noo.rer to the supply points. 

J. The uvuila.bility of covergd stora.ge fa.cilities is 
still a.t a. n:initm1 level for oll of our units. Due to the conno.nd 
enphasis being exerted to reduce the level of CONEX containers being re­
ttU.ned 1 a. self-help construction progron ha.s becooe tiore intense in order 
to provide n substitute for the CONEX. At Til NINH, construction according 
to the ouster plan ho.s started in the cantonoent a.reo. that will 1\lrthor 
assist in releasing CONEX'S back to the systen. 

(b) Two ooro iten.s were added under rogula.ted distribution: 
NCMEX flight suit and NOMEX flight gloves. To date neither of these iteas 
have been issued to this organization. Two other itons which hnve beccne 
criticoJ. are ballistic helnets and nircre'WOOil body on.ior. Presently, we 
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(4) Services. 

(a.) Construction o.t CU CHI ruid Til NINH conoenoed in 
Februory with the !llljor enpho.sis being plo.oed on oirti.old facilities 
and nircro.f't revotoents. Btlttalion Hendqlarters helipo.d was renovo.ted1 
surfo.oed o.nd two revetnonts were constructed by the Engineers. The 
US.L.RV .&I Hoc CoDDittee conpleted its :f'indings ond issued their guidance 
to the 25th Division Insto.l.iation ·coordinator. Even tlWugh facilities 
were approved and allocated for both the 116th AHO and the 242d. J;SHC1 oll 
existing fo.cilities wre given to Divisional units. J.s o. result, paper 
work hnd to be sub:rl.tted to get o.dditionol hnngar epo.ce autharised end 
approved for Conp CU CHI so tho.t the 116th would ho.ve a. hnngar. Whilo 
o.wo.:fting the processing of the pa.perwork and the project directive to be 
issued, the Engineers devoted nost of their effort to developing the 
Divisional Aviation units area.a. Once these a.reo.s were conpleted1 the 116th 
wo.s reqi.red to nove into the a.rec. "t:'hat J.. Co, 25th Avn Bn, vnca.ted so tho.t 
the Engineers could start tea.ring down their old rovotnents and preparing 
the earthwork for tho new construction. This project 'WD.B opened 8 J.pril 
1968. Hovever, work could only be done during the night since the Engi­
neers hod.been a.ssigned o. high· priority project ¥lhi~ required o. battalion 
effort durlng daylight hours on tho MSR. During the f'irst week of the 
project there wre two nights tha.t rained nnd a third night on which Cnnp 
CU CHI cane under nortar/rocket attp.ck. J..s o. result, progress has been 
slow and. nt the present rote, it is' doubtfUl tho.t the critico.l portion of 
the project, onrthwork and pouring of co:ncrete pac1s1 will be conpleted 
prior to the nrrivnl of the Monsoon Season. This could res~t in up to a. 
six nonth delo.y in the project. In the nea.ntine1 the 116th is .forced to 
operuto in substando.rd naintenonce and revetnent areas which o:elocuted on 
tho opposite side or the airfield fran their oontonnent a.ren. 

(b) Construction has resuned nt the TlJ. NINH be.so coop, 
and project directives have been issued for airfield tncilitiea for the 
18'7th J.HC. This includes o. hangar, tech supply building, and a control 
tower. The cantonilent area is nearly coupleted lacking only one IDQ, 
Orderly Roon, and Supply Roon. JJ.l these projects a.re presently in pro­
gress. The 242d .t.SHC wns authorized a. 151000 squn.re .foot ho.ngo.r. This 
hongo.r is of natal construction and it w.s reported tho.t there were none 
presently in-country. They a.re scheduled to D.rrive in-country sane tine 
in June 1968 and, Upon a.rriw.11 the conpany is to receive one. There 
wus no avuila.ble substitute duo to the apace requirenent to suppat"t CR-47 1s. 

(c) Conp OU CHI hue been forced to go on an austere power 
program. beca.use the resupply of 100 KW or 6o Ki generators has virtu.a.11y 
cane to a. bolt. This ho.a been acconplished by classifying each unit 
residing on post as to their operationnl roquirenents. If' 0. unit with 0. 

high operational requirenont losses o. generator, it is irn:ledio.tely ro­
plo.cod by toking it tron nnother unit with a lower priority. At this tine 
our units have been given a good opero.tionnl priority because of our flight 
following requireoents. However, if th& situation develops to the oriticnl 

CtJN.?~//A? 
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sta.ge and tho orgcnizo.tionol units lose their power source, this would 
have o. serious i'"lpo.ct on the Buttclion •s nission. 

(d) Laundry service fer all units c0i-ie to ti. teo:pornry 
halt during the n.onth of Fobrum-y. .At the tine, nost lo.undry ws being 
contracted out to the locrJ. villnges lll1d the Quarten:ui.ster Lnundry 
onployed nostly Vietnanese peroo rmel. When the TEI' OFFENSIVE oornenoed, 
the loco.I tows received hmvy don£Lge ond no local personnel wore allowed 
on the installation. This, crell.tod two :irn::lediate problens. All lo.undry 
tho.t was in tho esto.blisht:J.ents off-post wo.s not ·c.vailo.ble and o.ssuned 
destroyed. The Quarterric.ster Laundry wo.s working with o.voilo.ble GI 
lnbor and, due to the increased donond, sorvico wo.s extrenely slow. OUr 
units established individucl. laundry points utilizing 55 gollon druns end 
inuersion heater; and regular laundry soa.p wo.s rapidly depleted froo the 
PX supplies so the units reverted to using GI sop.p. This nethod proved 
sntisf~ctory on a. teopora.ry besis, until the norno.l leundry service resuned, 
ond unifoms were avmlo.ble for reissue. In Did-Morch, laundry 'Which hcd 
been assuned lost, begen beinB returned by the local people. By the end 
of Mv.rch laundry operations were ~guin norr.iaJ.. 
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G. (U) Signal 

(1) Corr-.1unicnti0n Instnll~tion D.nd Opero.tions. 

{ o.) FM Radio 

l The following radio nets a.re operated by the 
Batte.lion. 

A Buttallon oor.Inmld net: This net is establish­
ed between the BOC (NOS) and all subordinate cviation conponies. The net 
is opero.tionoJ. 24 hours daily. Aircra.t't radios will net with the Battalion 
:FM Net. 

12 Battnlion Courier net: This net is esto.blish­
ed between the Pathfinders, who control the courier, and the daily courier. 
The net is used for the sole purpose of control.ling the courier aircrntt • 

.2 The Butta.lion operates in the following nets. 

~ 12th Conbo.t Avio.tion Group :FM Nets This net 
is used to pass oonr.mnd end ndninistro.ti ve trc.ffic. Key personnel can 
enter the net, 'Via aircro.f't radio, when operating away fron the rospecrtive 
heG.d.quo.rters. The operating hours a.re controlled by 12th Group {NOS). 

12 II FFV-A.t;E Secure Opero.tion Net: This net 
is established utilizing the KY-8, an enc~tive no.chine, to o.llow· classi­
fiec. traffic to be po.seed. This ~ecure net hes provided invaluable results, 
however. DllllY no.intenance problens have developed with the equipnent instoll­
ed in this net. Very often problens were corrected without detem.ining the 
co.use of the trouble. The RT 524 unit provides the best sei-vice wr..en 
opera.ting the 50 MC band width in lieu of tho 100 MO bond width o.s pre~ 
cribed in the :EM,(Field Mnnual) • 

.S1 25th Infantry Di vision Coi::n::mnd Net: This net 
is used to nonitor the Division cctions and to provide tactical infoJ:"!1a,oo 
tion. 

(b) il.M Rudio Netz UHF Battalion Comond Net: The 
Battalion Operations Center mid Battalion UHF radio can operate in this 
net. The net is used prir.1crily as the Bo.tta.lion CoLl!iland Net during Bat­
talion Operations. To preclude the excessive noise generated by the VRC-
241 en aircrcl't UHF radio (providing excellent results) ho.a been installed 
in the :OOC. The VRG-24 is na.intained for back up and any contingency plans 
the Batto.lion DJJ:y becone involved in. 

(c) h7 Radio Net:. J:..n AN/rRC..146 BF/SSB ground radio set 
has been issued to the ·Battalion and opero.ted as required in the Bo.ttulion 
Operations Center. This well-designed, versatile rndio set is ideal for 
fixed static:in requireraent. The rodlo ho.a inproved the co:r:munico.tion 
co.po.bility of this headqi o.rters considerably allowing aircro.ft equipped 
with HF capability operatfo.g great distances fron this headquo.rters to 
I:J.aintain conto.ct with the Battalion. Telephone pdches co.n be r.w.de with 
this set; however, to do.te this service ho.a not been provided. 

:JS-
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(d) TI.ATT: The Bc.ttclion 110.s two VSG-2 single side band 
radios. Personnel o.ssi2;ned tho Battalion Connunica.tion section operate 
the radio end enter the 12th Conba.t J..via.tion Group ndninistrati ve roid 
logistics net as directed by 12th Group (NCS). Secure teletype nessnge 
con be trcmsnitted. The doublet antenno. provides the best results for 
this radio. In-countrymnintenonce facilities for this VSC..2 is alnost 
non-existent nnd long dendline periods con be expected if rw.intenance 
problens devolop. 

(e) One land line teletype circuit is insto.lled between 
the connunica.tion centers at 12th Group and Batto.lion. The circuit 
operates at r.:u::.xioun efficiency experiencing ninin.ULl outage. The coDOU­
nication center is opero.tiono.l 24 hours daily. The Group coYJtlUnication 
center will, providing tro.f'fic now is low, patch one batto.lion co:r:JDuni­
ca.tion with ruiother1 thus establishing n diroct circuit. This syten lms 
proven to be vory helpfUJ... 

(r) Telephone Coill:IU?lications: 

l J:,. SB-86 hns been installed cs the Black Baron 
Switchboard, and provides telephone service to .34 local subscribers and 
8 connon user trunks to other tributary or long distance switchboo.rds. 
Camion user trunks are: 

LOCilION 
Cu Chi 
"8sist~.nt Division kvio.tion Office 
116th ~ssnult Helicopter Compony 
187th Ass2.ult Helicopter Conpany 
242d Ass&ult Support Helicopter Company 

NUMBER 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

The sole user telephone circuits bet~en the Bo.ttalion Operutions 
Center and the operations center of higher headqu~ers end each assigned 
conpo.ny ho.s been teminatEJd in n SB-22. The installation of this systoo 
eli.iline.tes five telephones in the Batto.lion Operations Center, thereby 
providing telephones for instcJ.le.tion elsewhere. J. constant visual end 
audible signal exists on the adtchboe.rd until the ca.11 is answered. The 
new systems provide greeter efficie~cy end flexibility. 

,2 The Batto.lion Connonder, 83 and S4 have local 
telephones o"ff the CU CHI switchboard. To gllin tle.x:inun benefit fron the 
three lines several extensions have been installe<;l.. 

,J Although not conpleted, CU CHI bnso conp is present­
ly being equipped "With a new dial telephone system. This equipnent is used 
in conjunction with the sepnrnte switchboards now in operation. This new 
eqiipnent enhances telephonic connunication not only at CU CHI base oanp 
but also in calling long distances. It is much .LJ.ore sinple to operate, 
faster, end provides the user with n nuch better connection. 

32.. 
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(2) SOI• s are published by tl:e SienoJ. Officer 1 12th Corabnt 
Av:ta.tion Group. Chc.nges nro j_)Ublishec1 as they occur ond ncde o.vo.ilnble 
to the Group Signal Officer. However, the Infantey Division nomal.ly 
does not notify Grcup or chonges. Melly problens hc.ve been created by 
having incorrect frequencies of supportecl units listed in the SOI. A 
possible solution would be for each aviation 00.ttol.ion to report cll 
froquencies ohc.n'ged by units opera.ting in its nrea i:DJedio.tely to 12th 
GroUi,J. J. tine del.ey' of two or three de.ye will be e~erienoed beforo the 
published changes oould be issued ond entered into tll SH 1s. One hun­
dred and ten SOI's ue issued to Battalion Headquc.rters with 10 reod.ning 
here lllld twenty-five being issued to ea.ch assigned' con~Ja.ny. 

(3) The Signal Deto.chl:ients attached to the conpanios continue 
to progress and inprcve the i:url.ntenance facilities, end nre providing 
excellent service to the aviation cor.ipruiies. Many defects within tho 
o.vionics supply syeten ho.ve been corrected, thus ncldng oore readily a.vnil-
0.ble required na.intenance itens. The personnel strength of the deta.chtlente 
has iaproved; hovevor1 a shortage of qualified repnil'nen still exists. 

(4) CRIPTO facilities c.re nvailo.ble only c.t the Bo.tto.lion 
Heo.dqunrters. CilYPTO equipnent is nvo.ilo.ble for issue to the compmlies, 
ond will be used in a Bc.ttoJ..ion secure PM net. CRYPTO o.ccounts ha.ve been 
established in ea.ch cor.ipo.ny, with ee.ch appointed conpony CRYPTO Custodian 
reporting directly to the Battalion CRYPTO Custodion, in lieu of the local 
CRYPTO distributing o.gency in this o.rea. On line ORYP.l'O facilities are 
not planned to the subordinate conpanies. 
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H~ (U) Aviation Medicine 

(1) Treatnent-.Aid Station Operations. The 431st Medicn:L 
Detaclment (O~) dispensary which becane operc.tional on 9 November 1966 
continues to f'Unction well at CU CHI, RVN. Two new dispensaries becauo 
operc.tionoJ. during the last qunrter of 1967. The 541 st Medictl Deta.ch­
oent (OA) becm:ie opere.tional on 14 Decenber 1967. The 269th Cor.1bat 
Aviation Battclion Surgeon's Office and DiSP.enscry becm.ie operntionol on 
10 Decenber. 1967. The 242d ~sault Support Helicopter Conpany now receives 
its aedice.1 support tron the 431st Medicn:L Detc.cbment (OA). 

(2) Preventive Medicine and Ionuniza.tion. Inouni11t$ions have 
been brought very near tho 100% level. throughout the Batta.lion. This hns 
been acconplished by establishing a "shot n line at the po.y line each pay.:. 
day 1 and has proved to be vecy effocti ve. The weekly progran of no.laria 
chenoprophyla.x:Ls o"f USARV ho.a been conplied with. Venereal disea.se renains 
at n moderate level. A news-letter ... ocluco.tion progrm:i on VD cnc1 other 
preventive Dedicine subjects ho.a l;>een initiated by one of the bo.tttlion 
f'.l.i3ht surgeons. Aviator flying fatigue continues to be a significant 
problem. It is the opinion of the present incuribent of the &.ttalion 
·Surgeon 1 s Office that the totcl nunber of hours f'.l.own is not the signifi­
cant fnctor in the control of fatigue. Aviator fatigue is dopendent upon 
such i'a.ctors as nission tyi~ consecutive flying hours, hours waiting, and 
a period of rest. The a.via.tor fatigue problon could be o.llevic.ted some­
what by a.ddinB a goal directed rest period with the control or the nUJjlber 
of hours f'.l.own. 

(.3) Plight Physica.l Qualifico.tion. iwlucl physico.ls continues 
to be waived throughout USb.RV. Initial Ola.as II end III flight physicn:Ls 
e.re acconplished on individucls entering flight status for the first· t:ioe. 
The acconplsillllent of these exno.ina.tions is difficult because of the lack 
of centralized equipoent in the supporting oedico.l facilities, i.e., the 
a.udioneter EOOU:rl.na.tion nust be acconpllshod o.t LONG BINH, RVN, tho Chest 
~Ray end laborto.r,y e:xnninations I:lUSt be accomplished o.t CU CHI, RVN, nt 
the 12th Evacua.tion Hospito.1 and Dispensary of the 25th Modicol Battalion. 

(4) Modiccl Evacuation. .Aeronedico.l evc.cuntion continues to be 
the pritw,;ry evacuation means of wounded personnel in this Battelion. 

(5) Training. Ai.rplroie aid kits and individua.1 survival kits 
are displayed in the operations of Iaost cor.ipanies of the &.ttalion. A 
monthly news-letter concerning preventive medicine concepts written for the 
iaen of the bc.tto.lion by one of the flight surgeons is being increased in 
the near fllture with each flight surgeon of the bc.ttalion going to each 
medico.l unit ond giving instruction periods in nedical subjects on a hl.-e 
monthly l:aais. J.:U. personnel nre licensed arabulance drivers. 
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Aviation Medicine 

(6) Medical supplies attd equipment. All standnrd.1 eJCpendo.ble 
medical supplies are readily o.vcilable throughout oither the 25th DMSO 
or the 32d Medico.l Depot a.t LONG BINH. The Depot is progro.t:!Cled to conso­
lidate su.pply requests through the Bo.ttclion Surgeon•s office to out down 
on needless travel to LONG BINH and facilitate distributimn of the supplies 
throughout the Battalion. 

(7) Sf.lnitation. Ea.ch unit's medical support is Siill required 
to be responsible for the disposal of huoan waste. Supervision of 
Vietnamese nutionals who perforo the labor is carried out by ench nedical 
detachnent. J.11 COLlponies have been b.eking inprovenents in their mess 
operations, latrines, urino.ls1 drainage, and living quarters. Inspections 
are carried out tionthly, infomlll.J.y, end recommendations are uade for 
continuous inproV'etlents. 

(8) Public Health. Aviation personnel going on R&R or DEROS 
are checked to be free of comraunico.ble disec.se and issued chenopropbylo.ctic 
tlal.aria tablets. General procedures of public health ·are outlined by the 
Preventive Medicine Officer of the 25th Infantry Division. 
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2.(c.)Section 21 Lessons Learned:. Commander 1 s Observations, Eva.luations, 
and Reoommendations. 

a. fersonnel: None 

b. Qperationa: 

(1) Use of Smoke Aircraft on Night Combat Assaults. 

(a) OBSERVATION: Smoke aircraft have been used successfUlly 
during night operations ruid serve as a method.to orient lift aircrfJi't. 

(b) EVALUATION: The vaJ.ue of the BI!l.oke aircraft used on 
combat ass~ults during day light hours has be~:n proven in the po.st. Recently 
the 269th developed a technique that proved to be highly effective on several 
night combat assaults. The procedure used by. this unit follows. The smoke 
ship precedes the flight by 2-.3 minutes and lays smoke pc.rallel to the 
coITect landing azimuth, Qppro:ximQtely 75-100 meters to one side or the 
other of the landing zone. Used in this manner the smoke not only provides 
a screen from possible enemy emplacements, but also provides the flight 
leader with a visible path in the dark to follow into the landing zone, for 
the smoke cvn bo seen for miles. This allows the flight leader to assure 
that he is aligned w.i.th the LZ ond on the proper landing U3imu.th prior to 
depo.rting the vicinity of the RP, thereby preventing any haznrdous last 
minute changes in flight pa.th on short final a.pproa.ch. Although this proce­
dure is effective without flare illumi."1.ntion it is more effective when used 
with flQre illumination • 

. (c) RECOHMENDATION: Tha.t units eJqJlore the use o:f the smoke 
a.ircrt'..ft during night oper2tions and .t'Urther evalu~tion of such employment 
be made. 

(2) Smoke Ship Employment. 

(a) OBSERVATION: From Operation 68-4 in support o:f the .3rd 
Brigade, 25th Infantry Division it has been proven that two (2) smoke pusses 
is sufficient to provide tho necessary smoke coverage for one LZ. 

(b) EVALUATION: While supporting the .3rd Bde, 25th In:runtry 
Division the Battalion Stloko ship made c "smoke run" on each successive lii't 
of four lifts into the sc.me LZ. The first and second layers of smoke were 
auf.ficient to provide concealment for the approaching troop currying heli­
copters. As tho initio.l assault troops off-loo.d they provide the necessary 
security for the LZ negating any necessity for additional smoke. Jfu.rther 
use of smoke in nn LZ only increases the e.x:posure time this mrcrD.ft must 
.fly between the troop caxriers and the suspected enemy positions with very 
l:i.Juited beneficial results. Additional smoke v.lso creates a constdernble 
sufety hc.zard in thut the smoke slowly rises and it tends to form a thin 
cloud through which all mcro.ft op.ere.ting in the LZ must. pass. The smoke 
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ship IIIUst clso fly Glong this i·outo c.gcin with limited vision, \o.fhilc oporo.­
ting in close proxL-rtlty of the:: helicopter gunships o.s they nm.lee their pro­
toctivo sweeps of the nron. 

(c) RECOMMEND.ATIOH: Unless tho intended lc..nding zone is under 
unusu..'11.ly heavy ena~y ground fire, tho use of n smoke dispensing helicopter 
should be limited to a me.xi.mum of two "passes" along or aroti.nd the o.ren. 

(3) Verification of &aoke Grenade. 

\n) OBSERVATION: The marker, (colored smoke grenade) placed 
on the LZ by the gunship, must be verified by the Coillllk'Uld o.nd Control air­
craft. 

(b) EV.ii.LUATION: On o. recent combnt assault in support of the 
25th Infroitry DiVision tho murk thrown by the lead gunship wns 700 meters 
off tho LZ. CoI!ll'lntid ond Control did •not verify thu.t the SLloko was on the 
wrong LZ. The smoke ship completed his run along the intended LZ1 ond the 
flight, lender brought his entire flight to the ~o.rk. Before it was ronlized 
that this was not the correct LZ, the troop carriers had depmed t:10 v.rea. 
ond the ground troops had moved uwc.y from the touchdow point. Considerable 
confusion was er.used by this mistake in getting the troops back for pick-up 
o.nd rerouting the aircrnfi. This action could have caused a high number of 
casualties had the VC engaged them or hod they been needed to reinforce 
other elements. 

(c) RECOMMEl'."I)ATION: Tho gunship going in for the marks calls 
to the flight lecder his distance from the LZ beginning ct cpproximntely 1000 
meters out of the LZ. When the mnrk is thrown, he nlso tranSillits "Smoke is 
Out". The C&..C aircraft will verify that the mark is good or give directions 
from the smoke us soon us it is visible. Flight lead will then notif'y the 
C&C that he has the anoke in sight by color. New commanders must be instructed 
in this procedure to preclude iho possibility of landing anywhere other tlw.n 
the correct LZ. 

(4) Use of Flare Ships. 

(c.) OBSERVli.TION: .h. two fold problem exists with the use of 
flare ships during night operations: 

1 It is often difficult :for the Air Mission Commander to 
direct the flare ship into the right area so that his flares will light over 
the target. 

~ With the flare ship dropping- the flares from a greater 
altitude thnn the other aircraft in the area of opor~tion1 the haz~ of the 
flare cnnister falling on another aircraft exists. 

(b) EVJJ:.Uli.TION: Tho bost method to control the flare ship is 
to have the Assist8Ilt itlr }lission Conn::iander nssune the responsibility for 
directing ond adjusting the flare ship on the .ltlrmobile unit's primary FM 
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frequency. This cllows ·0110 .i~ir i'iission Co~.:nLndor to o.pply his uttention to 
tho prirlo.ry nission of his fli[,ht c.:.xl the Ground Co~1l'!lru1.d9_r' s roquireoents. 
By controlling the flare ship on tl-lo prinn.ry Di this cJ.erts Ull lihe a.iI'­
crD.f't in the 1.4/0 to the location of whore the flnrt1s cre being dropped. 

( c) RECOMHENDii.T IO IV: 

' 1 When ta.cticclly feasible control of the flc.re :hip should 
be given to tho ~ssistant idr Mission CoTilli1.8Ilder, or sone individu::J. other 
thc.n the Mr Mission Conrac.ndor. 

,& Thnt it be made Stand.:ll'd Operating Proceduro (SOP) tho.t 
the flare ship givo o. wrn.ing call of "Flo.re out in 15 seconds," 15 seconds 
prior to discharging the flare so us to o.llow other aircraft. to clco.r the 
drop zone if necossary. 

(5) Organic Flare Shi;e. 

(a) OBSERV .. ~TIO:N: kn organic co.pabili ty for dropping flcres 
is required in each assault helicopter comp~~1y. 

(b) EV.t.LUl.o.TIOi·I: On nunerous occa.sions this unit ha.s been 
involved in oper~tions requiring either the insertion or extraction of ground 
elenonts during periods of darkness. It has boon estr.blished policy to 
request n flare-drop a.ircrc.f't through channels fron either the 1..ir Force or 
o.nother assault helicopter col!lpa.ny. When avcilcble, orgrn:ic flare ships and 
crew hnve been used to cover thc.t period of time prior to the nrrivo.1 of the 
requested fluro ship, t6 provide n lnrger oxen of coverc.ge with flares, and 
to net as n standby in the event of possible dolnys or nishaps. In ono typi­
c'-11 cnso1 an Air Force "Spooky11 was requested by the ground cora1c..."ldor through 
his chnnnels. At the s2I110 tine, tho a.ir mission comruider placed one of his 
oircrt'.f't on ii-:mediato standby with a loo.d of .30 M--24 a.ircrcl't flares. As 
darkness began to fall, the .ilr Force ship had not arrived and the standby 
UH-1D was called out. Due to the foresight of the air nission co:wmander, the 
orgo.nic flare ship wa.s able to provide enough light for an insertion of Path­
finders into the PZ und LZ, the extraction of three-ten ship lifts fron a PZ 
to n night locctfon, the extrnction of the Pathfinders, and tho return of 
ground cor.mander c..nd his pc.rty to the night locc..tion b-,r tho C&C ship. The 
Mr Force aircr8.ft never reported on station. 

(c) RECOrlMEND~~TION: i>J:J. organic flare ship be utilized only if 
a.11 avintors a.nd crews n:rc trained in the proper operc..tion and use of flares, 
because it is not feasible to set aside one ~ircra.ft and crew on a ponm:ment 
basis. 

(6) Suppressive Fire. 

(n) OBSERVJi.TION: Ground Com:mnders must not o.llow their troops 
to aid in suppression while aboc..rd troop carrying helicopters. 

~/JN.C~T/LJ/_ 
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(b) EV.:.J..1.J,.TION: One r.ccidont hns been c~·ctributed to this type 

incident in the po.st. .f..n inf2.nt~'l12n suppressing out of tho cnrgo door dis­
tracted the ai:rcraft cou ... 11i...mder who tm·ned to tell hin to ceo.se i'ire o.nd this 
nom.ent of distrc.ction co.used hin to crash lund in the LZ. Infantry tropps 
El.I'e not totnl.ly awnrc of the friendly troops in the nrec. und they have no 
direct comk'Ullica-tion with ·the aircruft conn.antler. They ho.ve no static stops 
on their woo.pons thc.t will prevent dDno.ging the helicopter through uncontrolled 
novenents of their weapons. 

(c) RECOMMENDi~TION: The crew chief o.nd gunner are the only 
personnel a.board the aircrui't that may use suppressive fires. lilhen tncti .. 
cully feasible, the E'..ircro.ft coI:lfilunders should brief a.11 infantry personnel 
to be c.irlifted of the responsibilities of the crow in the use of suppressive 
fires nnd tho.t pussengers will not a.id in cny men.nor. Becuuse this briefing 
is not ulwnys possible, ull ground coI!ltl.D.Ildcrs nust impress upon c..11 personnel 
within their coLltland that circunsto.nces prohibit their aid in suppressive 
firos c.nd the possible results of 'l.Ufcontrollod firing fron helicopters. 

(7) Countor...Mortor Light Fire Togp.. 

(a.) OBSERVi .. TION: :. high porcontngo of the ti.iJ.o the gunships 
a.re sent out during or uf'ter n nortor a.ttnck, they hnvc not boon given 
pemission to fire on the suspected mortar positions. Instend, tho gunships 
fly o.n hour of orbit tine in a qWldront tho.t is nonm.lly 180 dogroes fron the 
suspected oorto.r positions to stcy clear of countel'otmorto.r artillery fire. 

(b) EVJJ:,Ul .. TION: Duo to heavy jungle terrain, it is felt heo.vy 
artillery put into the suspected nortar position is the nost effective neans 
to counter eneny fire. In the event of a ground a.ttnck o. fire te£Un with o. 
flare ship is considered the nost effective reaction force because the enemy 
ground forces norurJJ.y will fire at on attn.eking gunship which will give c.way 
their gencrol position. In the case of a mortar position, the oneoy generoJ..17 
will not fire while tho teorl is trying to spot this locction in the dark. 
It is felt a. bettor uso of this to01?1 would be as n countol'-ground attack light 
£ire tem.. 

(c) BECOi·INEND,"..TIOlh Countel.'-nortnr gunships be utilized 
prloc..rily in defense a.go.inst enomy ground a.ttack with crtillcry as the prime 
oountei-uiortar :oeruis and tho oounter--nortor role for the light fire tems bo 
disoour£1.ged. 

(8) Low Level lfo.v:i.gation for Troop Co.rrying Helicopters. 

(o.) OBSERVi .. TION: One half of the rJ.issions flown for Opero.tion 
IW>ID FIRE wro low level insertions at first light. Tho Oor:nnnnd nnd Control 
o.ircrcl't fron a.ltitude, wa.s required to direct the troop oc.rriers into the 
LZ's. Severnl. other methods wero tried in early stages of tho operation 
without success. 
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(b) EV~·.r.u:~TION: Tho succossflll met!!od of directing a low 
level approach wo.s to continuclly toll tho lac.cl aircro.ft his distance from 
the LZ as he approached fron tho RP. ilso, correct.ions in heo.di11gs frot1 
the RP to the LZ tlUSt bo given in degrees. Ex:::.r1ple: "Turn lef't 10 degreos"• 
It is nlso beneficial to infon~ lee.cl when ho is lined up on the correct landing 
bee.ding into the LZ. 

(c) RECOl~NDi;.TION: Use O&C eircrc.ft to direct flight into LZs 
during low level insertions. 

(9) Selection of Lg.nding Zones in Heavily Forested J.:rens. 

(a) OBSERV.i:..TION: Lorge landing zones ho.vo beon heavily forti­
fied by the Viet Cong. 

(b) EV.l.LUJ:1.TION: In War 1.ono 01 as in nost heL'..vily wooded aroo.s, 
large opon fields accept.c.blo for use _·.as a. ten ship Landing Zone ere l:ini ted in 
nunbor. This scarcity nnkos tentative ton ship knding Zones a. natter of ta.o­
tical ir1portonco to the Vi~t Cong. During recent oporctions in Wor Zone c, 
nost of those.c.roas appeared to ha.ve nunorous cncny f'ortificutions, i.e., 
bunkers and trench lines in close pro:xinity to tho landing zone. In noat 
cuses S!:icller open a.rens which were unsuitable as ten ship landing zones were 
loccted near tho laxgcr1 nore suituble areas. On severcJ. of tho operations 
tho flight wr.s broken J.nto flights of J-5 ships ond inserted in the Sl'1rJ.J.er 
open o.roo.s to preclude landing in fortified arov.s. 

(c) RECOMMENDJ..TION: Selection of' Landing Zones in War Zone C 
end s:i.nilar o.ror,s should be thoroughly discussed with the .ldriiobile Task Force 
(1MI'F) COI:lilandor end the smtller, nore secure aroo.s used when practiccl. 

(10) Security of Staging i..reas, 

(a) OBSERV~TION1 With the over increasing intensity and accu­
racy of ene.TJ.y nortro.~ and rocket fire, tine on the grotmd in Pick-up Zones 
should bo held to a Din:imur.1. 

(b) EVl..LU.i~TION': In the area. of operc.tion (i.O) that tho 269th 
habitu..'1.lly oper:::.tcs, nnny of tho staging e.rea.s utilized ure adjacent to run­
ways constructed nt pemm1ent, fixed instc.llations, i.e., CU CHI, ·T.£.Y :NINH, 
DAU TIENG, .c.ud DUC HQ.[j,. To preclude the possibility of an nttuck during a 
corabat operation, the 269th pluns all a.!Ti vv.l tir.1es to proceae e:xpocted talco­
off tir.e by 2-5 minutes. Even lw.stily selected Pick-up Zones in the f'ield 
can be brought undor fire al.nest :irrJraedic.tely and aro not :i..r.cune to rocket and 
mortar fire. Non:i....'llly, these Pick-up Zones e.rc set up for the novem.ent of 
large elenents of troops nnd require several flights into and out of the area 
which increases the possibility of-an attack. J.J.so, at their own home bnse of 
operations, helicopters no longer line up in chalk number while on the ground. 
All aircraft depart fron their individual rovctnents ond link-up in tho c.ir. 
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( c) RECOEMEFIJ.' .. ~e ION: Grcund corama...'lC:.ors should continuru.ly be 
reI:J.inded of the inporta.nce of expoditic~s positioning of troops for p--ick­
up. Planning on o.11 operations nust consider tho possibility of mo1--tar/ 
rocket attack and linit the ti.':!e spcn on tho ground. 

(11) Carryitpg of Lights by Infantry Units on 1.ll Combat 1.ss2.ults. 

(£1.) .OBSERV.:.TION: Infc..ntry units require lighting devices on 
o1l coubat uss~ults. 

(b) EVJ..LUJ..TION: It hns been noted by this unit during recent 
uonths that sane infantry units habitually co.rry sono sort of lighting device 
on all couba.t assault operv..tions, i.e., flashlight, SE-11 light gun, etc., 
while other inf£'.Iltry units habituclly carry no lighting equip:uont r.t o.11 un­
less it hns been plam1ed for then to reno.in o.wuy fron. their buse cc.I:ip ovor 
nigh:t;. ~erionoe has shown that, r<;igc:.rdloss of tv_cticcl places, infrmtry 
units frequently bocone engngcd with the cneny nnd consequently rendn ut a 
nanouvcr loca.tion,overnight. The units that habitually cc:.rr-3 no lighting 
devices definitely find tho.nselves nt a loss at night for guiding in helicop.o 
tors with nuch needed ormunition, for nedicul evucuntions, etc. In soue 
cases, pilots ha.ve had to resort to having the ground U.'lit stc.rt a firo with 
dry.,strc.w, etc, to ac..rk their locc.tion. In other instances when dry nutorin.ls 
a.nd· L1ntches or cignrotte lighters wore not nvo.ilsble the helicopter crow has 
had to n.ctuz.Qly hover around u hot lv...-iding zone end senrch for tho ground unit. 
While this typo of inprovising spooks well for the ingenuity Md courage of 
the personnel involved, there is definitely n better wo.y of getting the job 
dono. It is obvious thut those units that hubituclly curr-.r lighting devices 
do not encounter problems of this nature. Experience gc.inod by this organi­
zation that the added -weight, approx:i..r.1ntely one (1 ) lb for u flashlight crid/ or 
3 lbs £or n SE-11 light eun, is wll worth carrying on fill conbc.t opcrc.tions. 

(c) REC01''il•1ENDl.TI01I: Ground units hn.ve in their possession on 
the ground sono sort of lighting device to guide helicopters during night 
resupply, r.iedico.J. ova.cunticn operc_tions, etc. P.econnond considerdion be given 
to tho possibility of issuing tho SE-11 light gun to ull infantry units down 
to inclividU£J. plo.toons. 

(12) Use of Luninous Bolnet Liners L-ri o. Pick-Up Zone. 

(a.) OBSERV .. ~TION: Luuinous helnet linors :i:io.rk helicopter lauds. 

(b) EVl..LU1i.7ION: On nunerous occc.sions, this unit has had on 
opportunity to work with new Infc.ntry units on their in-country introduction 
to uirnobilc oporctions. One i.:nit in particular cane up with the idea of 
having ono ::iun per chalk equipped with u luninous type, orange colored holnet 
liner which he nt nost tines wore under his stool pot. Whenever the parti­
culc..r miit was prepnrod for pick up, the indi viduul would remove his steel 
pot and stro1d in v: spot close to whore i1e wmited the o.ircrcl't for his chu.lk 
to lnnd. By e:raploying this nethod of ir~ontification each pilot found it r.mch 
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easier to pick out a.nd 1£'.nd to his nssi~nerl chtcll~. With er.1ployrJent of 
brightly colored hel!let liners, tho pick up of 51·ound clenents is mo.de 
easier nnd tho process is expedited. Tho nest ideal use of this technique 
is in secured stuging arev.o, etc. Those helmet linors would be urw.cceptc.blo 
when working in nnd out of on unsecured area.. Obviously thoy would :ranko on 
excellent target for sniper fire. 

(c) RECOi·.:NENDJ~TION: Infnntry units which regularly participo.te 
in airnobilo oporutions consider tho use of brightly colored holnot liners as 
one nethod for narking,helicoptor loo..ds. 

(13) Interno.1 Loading of Wr•.ter Trailers. 

(a) OBSERV~TION: Intcrno..l loauing of wo.ter trnilers is a 
definite safety of flight itec.. 

(b) EV.i.:LUL.TION: i• sa.fGty of flight condition erists if we.tor 
trailers a.re loaded internclly been.use of the 3 point suspension of the wo.ter 
trailer. If the front tie down failed while the o.ircro.ft. w:i.s in flight the 
tongue of the trdlor con novo upwards o.nd interfere with the tro.na-:tlssion 
drive trcin. J..lso, when unlonding the trciler, as tho rell.r wheels are on tho 
sloped ranp the trailer tongue nny uove upwri.rd c.nd puncture a holo in tho o.ft 
transr.tlssiot\. These huve been rore instances of internal loading of' 'W£'.ter 
trnilors; however, these instances cronte o. safoty of flight, condition. 

(c) RECOi·1MEJ:ID1.TION: That Unit Standard Operc.ting Procedures 
(SOP) be published tho.t prohibits the interncl loo.ding of \.rotor trailers, and 
that ground cor.u12J1dors be infon:iod of the prohibition. If rigging naterial 
is not avo.il~ble, the supported unit oust coordinate with other units to ob­
tcin the naterfoJ.1 a.nd rig the lond. 

(14) UHF Control for idr Mission Cor.mcncer (CH-47 Oporo.tions). 

(n) OBSEIW~TION: .i .. connon UP.F frequency is neccsso.ry when 
assets of nore than one CH-47 co!.ipuny c:.re used on one nission. 

(b) EVilUJ~TION: The subject of the use of UHF frequencies 
wns discussed during the recent Chinook synposiun Wld the following was 
proposed. If more than one CH...47 cor:ipMy is involved all conpvnies will 
operc.te on their own UHF frequencies, the ii.ir Mission Col:.l8o.nder nu.st then 
cone up tho conpvr.ies UHF frequency to contcct then. It is norc desirable to 
ma.into.in one corJr.ion Ul:IF frequency for control by the .." .. HC. If nn indi vidunl 
conpuny flight lender needs to contcct his circra~ he cnn utilize the one 
cow1on UHF to tell his clrcrQ.ft to tune their o-wn conpc.ny UHF. When doing 
this he IilUSt also notify the i..MC of the frequency chnngo nnd tho period of 
tine he will rer1uin off the lJ:flC UHF frequency. 

(c) RECOMME£lDii.TION: Tho.t cll olcr1onts under tho control of 
one 1..ir Mission Corn.:irnder utilize ono UHF control frequency. 
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(15) SinultnnccJ;';_S c.'.)j:tbo.t i;.SSC'.V.lt r.nd Ro.§2.lpply. 

(v.) OBSERVJ...TIOF: C·:dbo..t 1..sscults ru.1cl resupply ho.ve beon 
conducted in the sr•I1e LZ on sepo..ro..to re.dio frcqu.o!'lcies. 

(b) EVALUi.TION: Nunerous tines tho 2nd nnd .'.3rd lift coabat 
nsscuJ.ts ore being conductod nt the sillile tine resupply is initiated by CH-47's. 
Resupply utilizes tho logisticrJ. net whilo conba.t assault aircraft a.re uti­
lizing the collr.lrnd not. J;. hazcrclous si:tuction exists while tho two o.re on 
separate frequencies. Tho rotorwush fron the CH-47 crul DJ.so cron.to a. do.n­
gorous landing condition for the troop currying c.ircrn.ft, therefore tho two 
type circraft should not be lcnc1ing siuul tc.neously • 

(c) RECOMMEND:..TION: Tho troop co.rry:ing aircraft nust .conplote 
their lift prior t0 CH-47 resupply. If tho resupply und troops aro delivered 
simultaneously, both need to bo on tho same frequency. The O&C aircraft must 
ta.lea control cf tho situation end establish pricrities for landing or affect 
control ~ver both resupply and troop delivory if the t'W'C c..re to work together. 

c. Trc.ining. 

( 1) The U so of General Support Missions to ldd in .L.viation Trrinin_g. 

(e:.) OBSERV•.TION: Gcnor!'J. support nissions co..n be extro!J.oly 
beneficial c.s a trr3.ning device for newly gruduutocl aviators. 

(b) EV~UJ.TION: General suppor-i; nissions provide o. variety of 
benefits to tho nowly graduated cviGtor thct czn never be gained fron daily 
flights of conbo.t ussc.ults. GonGral support nissions arc non-.inlly assigned 
on a single ship basis thereby I!Wking each 2.ircrcl't co:::i:·.1cndor rosponsiblo for 
his actions !'.Ild decisions. The aircrclt cor.inundcr i:iust co his own flight 
planning, tclcing into considern.tion latest intelligence, wca.thor, uost crlvise-
a.blo routes, rudio frequencies, talce off times, end crow briefings. .:.J.so, 
if spocicl oquipnont is required, he is rcspor:.siblo for its procurcnent and 
lea.ding. Once the nission is in progress, re.die procedures of calling the 
supported units, onroutc flight following, artillery clo~rance, nnd notifying 
his own opero.tions of his procress nust bo effected. The e.ircrn.ft corrr.wndor 
nust bo dependent on hinself to no.vigo.te cross-countr~,r without benefit of 
follo_wing the aircraft in front of hin. The o..ircro.ft com10!1dor is tlso ro­
sponsible for r.mlcing his own clccisions wil:-h respect to f'uol load necessary 
and tho c.JJ.owc.ble onrgo and/or troop locd ho cc.n safely car:ry. 

The above mentioned rcquircnents nxo useC' to trvin the now c.vio.tor by re­
quiring hin to a.ct in the cupc.cH.y of u.ircrc...ft cm.rr.mndor under supervision 
of the pilot. In effect, he will cc:rry out t.110 duties cf aircrai't co:aacJldor 
under tho scrutiny and supervision of the a.ircroft col.Jl:ll":..~der. In opposition 
to the ahwe trcining policy, drily cor.ibo..t ass;_:ults c..dd little in benef:tcio.l 
trainin::;. Bcquirci.:1ents for pln.r>.ninr:; ee.ch nission will be plcced on tho same 
incl.i vidunJ.s dmly, i. e •, Operations Officer, end Pla.toon Landers. This will 
often place the junior officers in a position o:f doing nothing but following 

CCJA/,Cl~T/AL.... . ") 



------------------
IECIASSIFIED PER EXEOITIVE CRDER 12356, Section 3.3,_K,j/0 fl73ff'-// 

By ~~~ ~- ~!Q...., ... -aii:ew-:;..-:-w-JllPP ,, 
--r/-f7".__.-~LLZ2.~:J:.~c::r===!_ __ ~NARA, Date _L7 ~ r · ., '.. ·" "'. · · · · 

__:...-.~·-

the oircrcl't in fror.t cf hiil. Frequent oxposu.ro to generc.l support r.ds-sions 
can give not only conn.issioned officers but c.lso Wurrant Officers as well the 
opportunity and respcnsibility of nr:kinB his o\.111 decisions o.nd being account­
able for then. 

(c) RECOMMEND.ii.TION: Genera.l support nissions be n.ssigned to 
nssa.ult helicopter conpanies on n recurring ba.sis, prefora.bly one tine ea.ch 
two week. 

d. Intolligence: lfone 

e. Logi@tics: 

(1) Distribution of Electrical Power~ 

(a) OBSERVla.TION: Poor distribution of electriccl power ha.a 
creo.ted potential fire hazards and uf:i.nocosso.rily over worked powor plruits 
which v.re in criticrJ. shortugo. 

(b) EVL.LUi~TION: Construction a.t Conp Cu Chi ho.s boon in pro­
gress for a couple of years. Po.rt of it has been c..cco'"lplishod by the Engi­
neers und a najority by tho units ther!selves. J".s o. result, there is a. rJix­
ture of W.iJ3TOC typo construction o.nd stcndnrcl tenporc.ry construction; internal 
wiring of buildings fcl.ls under the responsibility of tho Engineer Battalion 
doing tho construction. This wiring then :c.ro.st be accepted by Pi.&E. Tho 
wiring in the generator shod falls under the responsibility o:f Pi.&E. Howovor, 
the rur..ning of distribution lines :fron the gonorf'.tor shed thr~ugh tho co.nton­
nent ci.ron is on o.roa of responsibility not covered by either agency. The 
project directives arc issued pieco-noal to the En£Sincers mid non:io.lly ere 
built w.ith priorities estiblished by Insto.ll~tion Coordinator. For mi 

e.xc.'1.71ple 1 o. mess ho.11 o.nd orderly roon are built :for all units on high priori­
ties. Thon ns resources are ~vcilnblo, troop billets nre constructed. Lt 
no tir:e did either of the two project directives include the instullntion o:f 
r.n electrical distribution syste:::. Therefore, the i:m.torial wns neither f'unded 
nor nr.de a.va.ilnble. In tho noa....'ltine, tho unit h..."..s power nvailo.ble but was 
unc.ble to utilize it. k.s a result, the unit utilizes whatever nc..terinl is 
available to carry the pouer fro1.'. the generator to tho buildings. The 
results arc directly proportioncl to the rmt.oriol obtained and quality of the 
~ersonnel insta.lline it. This sittW..tion is exenplified in our Bnttr.lion 
~eedqunrters aren. The power source is a 100 KW generator housed in a generc,.. 
tor shed which is properly wired. However, the cnnto1T1ent urea consists of 
both Wl.J3TOC o.nd standard tenporo.ry construction. The electrical distribution 
systet.l consists of three or four different typos of wire, as high GS thirteen 
\(.ires on one polo loo.ding into the generator shed, and a nQjority of the wires 
are not properly nountod on insulntors nt the poles because proper equipment 
w.d ua.teri1tl.s wore not o.vniluble. The genera.tor log reveals that tho daily 
power requironent wries fror.1 55 KW t? 97 KW; however, upon checkinc; the 
uaoo.ge of the po~r, only two phases are bein5 utilized. !n order to rectif'y 
this prcblen, the urea needs to be rewired "With the proper size wire and the 
phases t2.p-_,:ied so o.s to utilize rJJ. phE'..scs and keep the loud bclanceG.; however, 
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the unit lucks the nc.torinl c..nc1 trained ?Ol'son!lol to o.cco!-.iplish this tnsk. 
Due to tho in;.irol)Cr wiring o. defini to fire huzo.rd exists ruid tho cenoro.tor 
is being needlessly overloo.dod. This could result in the loss of the genera­
tor and thereby create tm obstnclo to porforr.rl.21g our nisskn efficiently. 
Pa.perwork has been subwitted to both Pi.&E end tho Engineer Ba.ttulion, but 
the.f both still disclnin o:ny responsibility for correcting the problons. 

(c) RECONMENDli.TION: 'I'his area of res:i:JOnsibility needs to bo 
included under either the Pl.e:E or the Engineer Battilion- ros1>onsibilities. 
Insta.llation should be accomplished as soon o.s the power source is QVD.iluble. 
If ~~~roper Illlterials nnd unskilled personnel o.re utilized, the results 
create 8.11 unnecessary hazard and ?oor utilization of power which is critically 
short o.t this tine. If it is done properly the first tine, nnnj_:iower c.nd nn­
tericls would not be wo.sted. 

(2) Now Port/snigon Operations. 

(a) OBSERV~TION: Inproper port operations onuses urmecesso.ry 
danage c.nd slows down the flow of cargo and traffic in the port o.rea. 

(b) EViJ..U.i .. TION: The general corgo of the 361st Aviation 
Con:i)ony nrrivod nt New Port on 14 J..pril 1968 o.bonrd the USrIS Pendelton. The 
general co.rgo consisted of 34 conex containers and 3() vohiclos ond pr:ino 
novers with vurious trailers. ill vehicles and trailers were pre-loQdcd by 
the unit before shij_Jwont. During tho off-loo.ding of vehicles, o.11 nine ~ 
ton ccrg-0, to..nker, nnd von trucks were dru:inged on the sic1cs beco.use n spreader 
bo.r ancl eye hooks were not used;rather, cha.in was wrapped v.round tho front 
axles, co.using tho sides to be crushed us the vehicles were hbisted ovor the 
sides. Undue delcy was encountered (o. ninir.nm of two hours) before the unit 
could depart fron the docks because the working copies (pink) of tho truns­
porto..tion docui~cnts, utilized during the off-louding, were lost and oixed up 
with other docunonts. 

(c) RECOf.IMElIDL.TION: Proper off-loo.ding procedures for vehicles 
!Uld cquipnent should lie used at ill tines by assigned cnrgo handlers to nini­
r.tlze unnecessury dc.:w.ge. To c:xpcdite the flow of trc.:ffic o.nd cargo through 
the port o..ren, cargo checkers should be thoroughly tro.inod in the use; of ond 
disposition of (IJ.l docunento.tion required to properly ~ccount for C<-'1.Xgo. 

(3) Al?pointl1ent of A Sponsoring Unit for An !nbounc Unit. 

(a) OBSERVJ~TION: New units arriving in-country should hri.ve 
its sponsoring unit located in the sane divisiono.l c.rea of operations (i,,o). 

(b) EV.i~UATION: This heaC.quartors, stationed at· C8JJP Cu Chi, 
in the 25th Infuntry Division .i.O, wus appointed sponsoring unit for the 361st 
J..vio.tion Cor.1J.)Ully (Escort), arriving in-.country 8 i.pril 1968. The 361st wus 
novoc1. to Car.ip Di An, which is ,36 KM distance :t'ron Cu Chi o.nd. located in tho 
1st Ini'nntry Division AO. This situation required the new UI".it to draw its 
sup;)lias ruid support fror1 tho 1st Division supply channels while tho BattcJ.ion 
Hondquo.rtors works through the 25th Infuntry Division supply channels. 

c c1v;:..~·/)-/,.TIAL. ~'q!j' 
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Beer.use of these S<li.X2rCLte channels, logistical sUi.)j?ort 011d suppiy accounts 
had to be os-C.2.blished c.t Di J:i:n and Long Binh, outside tho 25th Di vision, 
creuting sone difficulties in a.ccountinc; procedures. 

(c) RECO.MMENDii.TION: iul now c.viaticn units o.rrivine in­
country should be assignecJ to n. location within tho sor.io oporntiona.l E'.rea 
as the sponsoring unit for ease of estnblishnent. 

(4) tryn Cord Mike Switches. 

(o.) OBSERVJ .• TION: Mai-iy no.lfunctions of the nike switch which 
is c. po.rt of tho lT-9.liA Cor..ncctor (FSN 5935-553-9352) hc.ve been noted. There 
is o. shorto.Ge of the connector in the supply systen. 

(b) EVJ..LU~TION: k. senrch for switchos which night truce the 
place of tho regulc.r switch was startoc1. It hns boon found that 2 out of 3 
of the push-button switches on the Uli-1 cyclic grip cc·uld be used to rc.;:Jlnce 
the switch in the U..94f• Connector. These switches have FSN 59.30-621-2206. 

(c) RECOMMENDi~TION: Grip assemblies should. not be discnrdod 
until o.11 serviceable switches huvo beon ra'":loved. 

f. Orgruiiz:.~tion: Nono 

g. ~= 

(1) J.40 Aviator F1:vine Hour Policx. 

(u) OBSERV.ii.TION: The 140 hour aviator flying policy as present­
ly established docs not produce its desired result - reduction of evintion 
accidents by reducing aviator fatigue. 

(b) EVi.LUi .. TION: In a study conducied by the 269th Conbat 
J.viation Battalion, it has been deterr.iinecl that t.hc regulation of aviator 
flying hours does not significantly affect aviator fatigue. ~via.tor fatigue 
is not a sL:1plo natter revolving about the m:nber of hours tho aviator is 
in the c.ircraft flying. There nro no.ny other factors thc.t nust be to.ken into 
consideration~ Inforr1ation concerning theso factors was obtained fron a 
questionnaire cou:)leted by 73.2% of c.l;l. aviators with the Battalion. These 
factors arrangQd in their subjective nunericul rcnk nre as follows. 

1 Nmber of flying hours one length of flying day. 

2 Nuo.bor of c::insecuti ve days flown. 

J Hazardous conditions, weather, dust, haze, etc. 

J. fype nission, CL., DOS, VIPi1 etc. 

j Individual physical and nento.l st8l'lina. 

~'-
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fl l.i.rri vo.1 data in Vietnnn a.nc1, do.ys flown since o.rri val. 

1 L.d.ditionul dUtios. 

These fc..otors indioe.te that there is nuoh noro inforr.w.tion to be weighed 
than presently to.ken into C'.~nsidero..tion. The fo.ctors, (1) Nunber of flying 
hours, (2) Length of flyi.'!g c}Gy, (.3) Nl.U'lber of consecutive days flown us a. 
new aviator o.re :i:uG.lecble; and can be directly nffected by tho cha.ngo fron 
numerical quc.ntitution of flying hours in n 30 day period to a goul-directed 
rest progrru:i. UnprogrDr.lT:led physical disability end its effect on <~viution 
onn be n<.teriully G.ffectod if n nore rapid progror.i ccn bo developed to fill 
unprogrruJ!.led losses. Individunl physico.l und mont8.l stanino. factors of 
futieue will be altered if the avio.tor has 1:1. dcy, regularly scheduled, in 
which he oun co.tch up with sleep lost a.s u result of udditioncl duties or 
harrassnent of noise during sleeping hours. 

(o) RECOMHEND!~TION: Connnnd cnphGsis should be plc:.ced on this 
progrom to adopt n means of gaol-directed rest periods, rc.thor t~ the 
restrictions of the aviator flying hours per thirty (30) dcy period. A 
progrGLl ca.n be adopted setting up a 6/1 work/rest progrcn in the nssnult 
heli-coptor cori.panies o.nd o. 4/1 work/rest progrru:~ in the nssnult support 
he·licopter coripunies. The 140 hcur progron could be continuec1. end used ns n 
nonitoring guide for nun.bar of hours flown but it nust be expected thut cer­
tain individuoJ.s, i.e., o.ircrc.ft comme:.nders, plntocn lo~<lers, etc., will 
exceed 140 hours. 

(2) Jreo.tnent of Intertrigo in the Tropical Envirom.1ent. 

(a) OBSERV~TION: In the hot, hunid tropicnl atmosphere, f\uignl 
infections of the skin are a major cause of non-effectiveness. 

(b) Ev~·.Lu.i.TION: These fUngal infections can be a difficult 
ther~peutic problen ospocinlly when these infections o..re locnlized in the 
intortriginous ureas ruid the groin. Often these infections will not succunb to 
the npplicc..tion of a.ntii'unt;d oint..Dents only. The effects of the e.ntifUngul 
ointnont cen be greatly enhanced by tho uso of soap, surgiccl (FSN 6505-141-
1900) which contnins hoxachloropheno. Also, if the patient will discontinue 
wearing shorts during the period of treatnont, this nllows nore vontilntion 
and dryin($ to occur. 

(c) RECOl-ll'.iEl.JDJ~TION: The trentnent of intertrigo in the tropicul 
environnent can be enhcnced by discontinuing the use of undershorts nnd by 
using surgicd soap when showering. Rocoru::.1cnd personnel working in the :field 
on u dcily basis discontinue tho wec.rini:; of undershorts. 

(3) Muintennnce of ilrcraft - Cleo.nin>; and \fo.shinR". 

(a) OBSERV.i .. TION: While ope1~<..ti..11g cut o.f FOB T; .. y ?JINH Eli.ST, 
this unit was without facilities to wash circrnft or to cloru1 n..11<l flush 
turbine engines. There wore no wo..ter ac.ins neo.r the :::laintem'l1ce o.ren and 
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our nircra.ft wore C:is:)orscC. c.11 G.r;:;u.YJd post (scr'\c as fc·.r o.s c.ne 1111d one 
half niles uwr.y). 

(b) EVJ.LU.l..TI0~1 : It was deci<loc.1 tho best solution to the pro­
blen would bo c. nobile trailer w}1ich coulcl be tcwod to et:.ch o.ircraf't revet­
nent. The followint_; equipnont wc,s used to ccr.struct the trailer: 

l• One each trailer - Type El'V-5/E. 

~. Two e~ch 250 gallon rubbler bladders • 

.:2• One each 100 GPM punp. 

ae Two ea.ch 50 foot hoses connected to5other • 

.5,. One 12 foot section of PSP nountod in botton of trc..iler 
to support tho punp rnd rubber blndc1ers. 

~. One riot control disperser nozzel. 

'l· • restrictor was no.de to fit the encl of tho riot 
cont~l £P.Ul to gain the Qesired sprEJY pcttern. 

NOTE: The two bladdevs are oach connected to tho punp. This hes proven to 
be o. very so:i.iisfG.ctory piece of equipnont. It Wn.s easy to construct 
nnd c.11 oqui;ment for construction wc.s nvuilc..ble within the unit. 

(c) RECOi1MEi'IDii.TIOl~: None, this is 1;ientionod o:riy a.s n sucges­
tion in the event other units encounter the s.::iue situntion. 

(4) Security of Frequency ChCln~es. 

(a) OBSE:RVJ.J.'.;:'ION: Utilizing radio nnd telephonic corn.'n.micc.tions, 
the situation often arises when it is necessary to relay coordino.ting instruc­
tions requiring radio c·:.n:tact with £!. supportocl unit. In so110 instuncos, the 
unit receiving tho instructions will not know tho· now frequencies and they 
arc not contained in tho SOI. The cr.Dnon ncthod presently utilized is to re­
l~y tho now frequency by t!.ddition or substr~ction froil n base frequency. 
This is no:rr::i.G.lly tho frcquoncy being used nt that t:L~o or n different fre­
quency is referred to, i.e., up or down fron Bln.ck Buron Corn:innd FH. 

(b) EVi.LUJ.TION: Any stc::.tfon monitoring tho tronsr,tlssion, 
incluc~ing the enoD:r, can eJ.so follow those insti·uctions. Ti1is rJethod offers 
absolutely no security thus tho frequency nc..y as well be Given in the clear. 

Ji. nore foc.sible one~ secure uenns would require tho putliCL'.tion of a br,so 
frequency in the SOI. (Exn::iplc, FM 50.00, UHF 220.0) Thus by instructing 
the rocoivinf; station to v.dd or substract fro~1 "B.i.sE", only units with access 
to the SOI could cor.i.ply. 

(c) RECOHMENDi.TION: J~ bnse frequency bo published throughout 
the Republic of Vietnor1 for use in deternining new 01· unknow-11 frequencies. 

CtWF~IVT//fL 
~t 
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CtJN,F/~T/A~ 
(5) Uso of Alcohol for Cleaning /gr:!' Type of Togeel Switch. 

(o.) OBSERV~·~TION: A high porcento.ge of £1ircruft rlldio 
nnintenc.nco difficulties con be cirectly attributed to the continued opera,. 
tion in extranoly dusty nreo.s. This is particulnrly true of so-called bo.d 
conto.cts in the toggle switches thllt cause broken or garbled reception. 
Dust enters the toggle switches and covers tho conto.cts thus giving the 
iopression of o. short in the switch. 

(b) EVi.I..U.l.TION: Tho mothod :cost e·ffoctive for clerutlng 
these switches is the use of c hypodernic syringe ond needle to inject about 
2CC of clcohol into tho switch. To inject tho alcohol tho repa.irn.on oust fit 
the noedle between tho base of tho toggel and the outer co.so of tho switch. 
Tho repo.iman :nust flick tho switch on o.nd off sovero.l tines so ns to let tho 
olcohol flow throughout the swich. To test the switch, the piece of equip­
ment t1cy be pluggod into tho tost· set right o.f'tor injecting tho alcohol into 
the switch. If tho switch thon opera.ta~ but will not turn off conpletoly, 
tho switch is good for the cJ..cohol is conpleting tho circuit. If the switch 
doos not operate, then repeat the process. Usuo.lly the repaimon will bo 
o.blo to toll when the switch is cloon for it will raake a positive clicking 
sound. 

(c) RECOMMEND~TION1 For o. field e:xpecliont, the above neons 
is an o.ccept~ble solution for cle,nning toggle switches. 

(6) Fiz:es in Externtl CH-47 Loe.els. 

(c.) OBSERV~.TION1 During the time frone of this report­
ing period there ha.vo boen inste.nces of externcl. loruis bursting into flone 
ni'ter lift off 1 necessitating jettisoning of the lood. 

(b) EVALUi.TION: A corr,tileto £tsseanent of the incidents 
indicate tho.t the loads wore smoldering prior to pick up. The use of snoke 
greno.des in na.rking the PZ 1 s huc1 started grcss firoe in the loading areas 
and burning enbers ho.d, in so:mo cu.sos, ignited the conva.s wro.pping rao.terio.l 
and/or sling no.tel"'icJ... Those sno.11 o.rev.s of snouldoring r.mterio.l were fanned 
by the rotor wo.sh froo the CH-47 resulting in coobustion setting ~he loo.cl on 
fire. This created o. very hazc.rdous situo..tion to tho aircrllf't, light crew 
and ground porsonnol, therefore the load hcd to be jettisoned :inmedictely. 

(c) RECO:MMEND.l..TION: In all instrulces where smoke gre­
nuces nro to be utilized in the :nnrking of CH-47 supply points, o. container 
partiilly buried in the ground should bo provided where ignited sr:ioke gre­
no.des cnn bo plc.ced. This in no wo:y inpa.irs the effectiveness of the snoke 
as a visUt:lJ. reference. In any situation where a fire neo.r the pick up site 
or where there exi.sts vny indications thero hns previously been a fire, the 
aircraft OOLJr1under nust request ground control to re-check o.11 loads for 
indic.:..tions of fire. · 

CtJN,Cl~T/,4L-
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CONP/+T/.4L. 
(7) Use of Ci!-47 Aircraft on Coln:;c_t AssauJ,t.§. 

(a) OBSERVil.TIOir: The CII-4? can be successfully em.ployed 
with UH.1 troop carriers on combat assaults or during the extre.otion phase 
of an operation. 

(b) EVLLU.ATION: During recent combo.t assaults conducted 
by this Battalion, (Including Operation IELLOWST01':E) <m..47's were used in 
conjunction with the UH-1's to succe~sfully complete troop insertions. 
The OH-47 1s arc not engaged in the initial movement of troop~, but are 
employed after the initial assault by the UH-1's has been COIJYlleted pro­
viding security i'or the landing zone. Conversely, the CH-47 1s would not 
me.ko any fino.1 extractions, but accomplish only initiaJ. troop lifts, while 
adequate security remains in Ji;he pick-up zone. This method of employment 
enhoncos tho apeod in completing the build-up phase to provide the ground 
foroes with necessary reinforcements to initiate offonsive movements and 
also Elllows the ground coilllllDllder to extroct his force in minimum time • 
.Another distinct adw.nta.ge in employing CH-47 's on combat asso.uJ.ts is the 
reduction of critical flying time on tho UH-1 troop carriers. When used 
in this mo.nner two CH-47's con replace a company of ten (10) trn-1 rs. One 
factor thnt reqUires close eXD!llination is the tactical situation in the 
landing zone. If the landing zone is under enemy ground fire or if the 
ground troops make contact on the initial insertions, the J.ir Mission 
Commander must discontinue employing CH-47's and continue the build-up with 
his available UR..1 assets. 

(c) RECOMME11DJ..TION: The utilization of CH-47's be eJC;Panded 
in the build-up pw.se of CO!llbut asss.ults in future operations and during 
extractions that require haste due to the tactical si tuatfon. 

5 Inol 
1. The 269th Obt ..-.vn Bn 
2. Unit strength 
3. Summary of Go.ins and 

Losses for Next 90 Dey 
Period 

4. A:i.rora.:f't stntus 
5. Operational statistics 

-·~·;£~ i ,,. _,.-' 
"/ ··' , . . C:/~.· , / ~ t--~_,:y //~.-!' 

ED~F. TODD. 
LTCj .lrtillery 
Connnanding 
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AVGC-SC (13 lfay 68) 1st Ind (l)) 

12356, 

NARA, Date 

Su'BJcl;~: Operational Report of Eeadqu~rters, 269th Combat Aviation 
Battalion for Period EnC:.ine 30 April 1968 RCS CSFOR - 65 (RI) 

DA, HE~JJ~U:.RTffiS, 12T-1 COLlLT ;_vI:\Tic: .. G~OUF, APO 96266 22 J.:AY 1968 

TO: Commanding General, II FFORCEV, APO 9·6266 

1. In complicnce with AR 525-15 and USA:.l.V Regulation 525-15, one 
copy of subject report is for-:1arded. 

2. Tt,is headquarters has reviewed subject report and the follmdng 
comments are made:. 

a. Ref: Page 20, item F (c) Logistics lb. Protective equipment 
ior :.ir::::cu.anen remains in short supply. c;.uantities of ballistic hel­
r.-.i:r:.,s ~---G. :i.'light gloves are progrannned for issue in Vietnam. Require­
r:ients hm•e been su.brr.itted to us:.Rv but at t:,is time no issues have 
been reeeived. Some quantities of the ~~Ql.J::}~ flig:-:t uniforms 1-1ere re­
ceived and distribut.z..: duril!~ the month of 1-:ay 1968. The quantities 
which were received are ~·ur use by aircre"'Jllen in helicopters. Uniforms 
for fixedwing aviators will be issued after the helicopter crewmen have 
received two uniforms. 

b. Ref: Fage 21, item 2(a). Maintemmce has been completed at 
the 20th TC and t:·1e aircraft has been picked up by the 188th. 

c. Ref: Page 32, iten: (5). Presently, t e ;J . .l9 flare dis­
penser and ~J.il.82 flare are being tested and evaluated by ·Le 11th 
Combat i .. viation Battalion. If t'.:is item proves as simple to op­
erate as acJ.ve~·tised, a r,cinimwn of crew. training will be necessary. 
The installation time has not been evaluated, but it appears to be 
easily installed and removed. T: is should somewhc;.t alleviate this 
pro'!)lem. 

d. Ref: Fage 33, para 7(a). i·Jhen an installation comes under rock­
et/mortar attack, every available counter measure must be utilized to 
seek out and destroy t'.;is t;U'eat. Gunships a.re only as effective as the 
person that controls their use. If the gunship is not perrr.itted to fire 
upon a suspected target wit:d.n a rec:.sonable ti:!ne its usefulness is negated. 
V'ben artillery has picked up targets, the gunships should !)e permitted to 
return to their bases so as to be employed as a counter measure for pos­
sible ground attack. Gunsi1ips s'·,ould not be required or permitted to 
orbit or remain in the ~ir when m~mum effectiveness cannot be gained. 

e. Ref: Fage 38, sec 2,e, (1) Distribution of Electrical Power. 
The electrical distribution systen for cantonment _areas s 11ould oe 
planned for and requested as a part of the overall ESA construct~.on 
request. In tl1is manner t~e constructing engineer unit will be author­
ized necessa.ry funds to insl:.c.11 2.n l.l.dequate, safe elec :~riccl distri­
bution systec. during L.itic:.l construction. IC mu.st 'oe reco.'~;nized that 
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AVGC-SC (13 Kay 68) 1st Ind 22 l1ay 68 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of Headquarters, 269th Combat Aviation 

Battalion for Period :Ending 30 April 1968 RCS CSFOR - 65 (RI) 

construction of bilJ.ets has lower priority than construct':ion of oper• 
ational support facilities. In many c~ses billet construction lacs 
many months behind construction of other facilities. To preclude in­
st~llation of inadequate "self help" electrical distribution systems. 
It is recommended that installation of an adequate system be author­
ized during the initial construction period. This system should be 
plazmed to serve bot:: the temporary "WABTOC 11 ca..'l"ltonment area and the 
final field standard cc?.ntonment area to be completed at a later date. 

FOR TI:E COJ..:KANDER: 

otivv,-.A/Y b ~ L-,,/1 ~ 
Jl .. EIS E. LYBRAND 
Major, Infantry 
Asst Adjutant 
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.lVFBC-BE-H (1 Mq 68) 2nd Ind (t>) 
SUBJEC'.ra Operational leport - Lessons Learned for Period Ending 

30 April 1968 (UIC WDU7TO) (U) 

DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO ~an Francisco 96266 12 JUN 1969 

THRU1 Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ~1 AVBA-C, APO 96307 

Commanding General, US b:lq Vietnam, ATTN1 A.VHGC(:OOT), J.P0 96375 

Commander, US J.rtri3 Paoif'io, ATrlla GPOP-OT, .A.PO 96558 

TOa Assistant Chief' of' Staff' for Force Developnent, Department of' the 
~. Wasbjngton, D.c. 20310 

1. Subject report is forwarded. 

2.. This comnand has reviewed tbe attached Operational Report - Lessons 
Lea.med of the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion and concurs vi th the report, 
subject to the comments in the 1st Indorsement. 

FOR THE COMMANDERa 

(9-f, .:::/-~ 
~GC 

Asst AG 

J.1 



AVBA7 C (1 Mey- 68) 3d Ind lv) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 269th Corabat Aviation Bat.talion for 

Period F.nding 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

Headquarters, 1st Aviation Brigade, APO 96384 

THRU: Commanding General, US Arrrry Vietnam, ATTi~: 
Commander in Chief, US Amy Pacific, ATI'N: 

JUN 25 1968 
AVAGC-DST, APO 96375 
GPOP-OT, APO 96558 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force ~velopment, ~partment of the Amy, 
Washingron, D. c., 20310 

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewd this report, considers it to be ade­
quate, and concurs vrl. th the contents as indorsed. 

2. (U) The following additional connn.ent"s are considered pertinent: 

a. Paragraph lf (1)(1?), page 20. All uni ts have requested the NONEX 
flight suits and gloves. First priority has been given ro 12th Cam.bat Avia­
tion Group for flight suits less some sizes. Gloves are in-country and re­
lease is irhlnent. Body armor continues in short supply. 

b. Paragraph lg(l)(d), page 26. The 610th Maintenance Battalion supports 
the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion on repairs for the radio set AR/VSC-2 at 
Cu Chi. Tech reps are available for a!}Y unit upon request for problems 
eneountered vii th the VSC-2. This headquarters and the 1st Logistic O:ld 
monitor the deadline rate of the AH/VSC-2 very closely. 

c. Paragraph 2b(3), page 31. This is a. standard procedure used by Ir..ost 
units and explained in detail in 1st Aviation Brigade Operations Manual. 

d. Paragraph 2b(8), page 33. This is a standard procedure used· by nost 
units. 

e. Paragraph 2g(l), page 40. The proposal of the filght Surgeon has 
neri t hoviever, manpower resources are not sufficient to put such a plan 
into operation. 

f. Paragraph 2g(4) (c), page 42. Even the establishment of a "base :f'req­
quency11 is not a secure nethod. The only proven secure :r.l.ethod is through 
the SOI. 

FOR THE con:AnDER: 

41 
LEE S. PETERSON 
lLT. AGC 
ASST ADJ GEN 
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5~ AVHGC-DST (1 May 68) 4th Ind (U) CPT Arnold/dls/LBN 4485 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 269th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 11 JUL 1968 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States ArifI1, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 269th 
Combat Aviation Battalion. 

·2. Comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning carrying of lights by infantry units on 
combat assaults, page 35, paragraph 2b(ll). Signal lamp equipment SE-11, 
TM 11-5850-201-12, FSN 5850-407-6671, is a communications device used to 
transmit international morse code by white or red light flashes. It is 
powered by BA-30 batteries and is operated from either a gunstock or 
tripod. The SE-11 has certain advantages over a flashlight. It has a 
narrow angle of intercept and provides the ground unit with a capability 
to transmit coded identifying signals. These codes could be a locally 
produced SOI item. 

b. Reference item concerning distribution of electrical power, page 
38, paragraph 2e(l); and 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2e: Concur. To 
preclude construction of inadequate and unsafe electrical distribution 
systems through the self-help effort, an adequate distribution system 
will be designed and authorized for construction which will adequately 
serve subsequent improvement of cantonment areas to whatever standard 
is planned. It should be noted, however, that the construction of an 
MCA-funded electrical distribution system solely for WABTOC structures 
is neither authorized nor feasible. With respect to .the reported problem 
at Camp Cu Chi, USA.&;AV will survey the electrical distribution system and 
initiate appropriate corrective action • 

c. Reference item concerning Newport/Saigon operations, page 39, 
paragraph 2e(2): Concur. Action has been taken by this he~dquarters 
to ascertain that vehicle spreader slings are available and being used 
at Newport and whether proper documentation procedures are being 
practiced. 

ct. Reference item concerning appointment of a sponsoring unit for 
an inbound unit, page 39, paragraph 2e(3). This headquarters appoints 
major subordinate commands as a sponsoring unit. Major subordinate 
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AVHGC-DST (1 May 68) 4th Ind (U) 11 JUL 1968 
SUBJ~CT: Operational Report of 269th Combat Aviation Batt.alien for 

Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

commands may delegate this requirement if desired. The USARV appointed 
sponsor for this Unit was the 1st Aviation Brigade who in turn delegated 
the requirement to a brigade unit. The reconunendation that deploying 
units be assigned to a location within same operational area as the 
sponsoring unit has considerable merit. In this case, however, the 
deployment destination was changed late in the deployment cycle and it is 
felt that considerable confus:i.on would have arisen had the 1st Aviation 
Brigade appointed a new sponsoring unit. 

e. Reference item concerning treatment of intertrigo in the tropical 
environment, page 41, paragraph 2g(2): Concur. The use of surgical soap 
when showering does help to reduce the microbial flora of the skin; 
however, any germicidal soap of a brand name company is satisfactory. 
USARV Regulation 40-29, paragraph 5f, states that troops should be 
discouraged, but not prohibited, from wearing underclothes while on 
operations in the field. 

f. Reference item concerning security of frequency change, page 42, 
paragraph 2g(4); and 3d Indorsement, paragraph 2f. Nonconcur in 
publishing base frequency for use in coordinating frequencies. Recommend 
all frequencies be listed in SOI with randomly assigned designators or 
use of numerical code KAC-Q ( ). 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

Cy furn: 
HQ 1st A vn Bde 
HQ 269th Cbt A vn Bn 

eue,,.~ 
C. S. N'A.l\ATSUKASA 
Captarn. Af.f. 
Assistant Adjutant General 
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..f7 GPOP-DT (1 May 68) 5th Ind (U) 
SUBJEcr: Operational Report of HQ, 269th Cbt Avn Bn for 

Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 2 G JUL 1368 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, 
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding 
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

51 

t..t. ~HORlT 
<.PT, AGC 
Asst AG 
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C IJ N ,CI P'>i..tv r /A L 
(31) UNIT STRENGTHS as of .30 ~ril 1968 

MµITJ.RY 

SUOORDINATE UNIT 

116th Aslt Hel Co 

392d Maint Dd 

28.3rC. Sig Det 

4.31et Med Det 

TOT.AL 

187th Aslt Hal Co 

6o2d Mn.int DP.t 

1st Sig Det 

54•st Med Det 

TOTJ.L 

15 17 

1 1 

1 0 

1 1 

15 16 

1 1 

0 0 

1 1 

242d ~slt Spt Hel Co 13 8 

621st Maint Det 1 1 

52 38 152 161 219 216 

1 1 70 68 72 70 

0 1 9 10 10 11 

0 0 8 9 9 10 

310 

52 YT 1 52 159 219 212 

1 1 70 67 72 69 

1 1 8 5 9 6 

0. 0 8 6 9 7 -m 294 

25 14 143 146 181 168 

78 1 1 80 76 82 

Tar.AL 26.3 246 

,..HH .... c,__26..,.9_C ... pji ...... A..,.:yn£:...;;:Bn""----2.,..1....__2..._5 __ ,.,2 __ 2.____.._82, 152 109 179 

269th CAB 70 71 1 .35 96 786 859 991 1026 

CIVILIAN 

SUBORDINATE UNIT 

116th Aslt Hel Co 0 

1S7th J.slt Hel Co 0 

242d .Aslt Spt Hel Co 0 

HHC, 269 Cbt Ji.vn Bn 0 

269th CAB 0 

INOLOSURE 2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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CtJNF/,t>~r;~L 
SUMMA.RY OF Gi~JNS .!.ND IDSS~ POR THE NEXT 90 Dk.Y PERIOD 

~~ JQ..PM 

Officars ; 

War.rant Of'ficers 4 

EnHst3d 83 

GAI~§ JO DJ.I 

Of~<>ic;irs 1 

WaTrdr:rt Offi.cers 3 

Enl-'1stad 76 

INCLOSURE 3 

60 Dh.Y 

6 

6 

86 

6o D!+Y 

2 

4 

85 

~~ 

6 

; 

55 

SQJJk.Y 

2 

6 

52 

Group 4 ;- Downgraded all 
3 yr. intervals, De~ 

classified after 12 yrs. 
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§UBORDINJSE UNIT 

116th Aslt Hel Co 

187tl. J4sl t Hel Co 

1 242d 1.slt Spt Hel Co 

!£!C 269th Cbt /,. vn lb 

269th Cbt Avn Bn 
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INCLOSURE 4 

C ~Al ,c~r/ ;if-L 
~~~~TUS 

Heudqunrters 269th Canbat Aviation Battalion 
30 April 1968 

I.H..1D UR-1C U&.1D U..6 
AUTH QLli ~tr.DH O/H AUTH QLli j.lJTH .QL!i 

8 4 0 ' 23 17 

8 0 0 7 23 23 

0 1 0 1 

/:~IV ,Ct }i~JZ4 L 

~ ,. 

CR-47 
jl1rH QLlj_ 

16 16 

OH-23 
~ O/H 

2 0 

~ -

Group 4; Downgraded a=tl. 
3yr. intervals, De­
.olass1f'ied after 12 Yrs, 
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?'tJ/\IF!±Tl.4 ~ 
OPERl.t.TION STJ~TISTICS 

269th Conbnt .Avi.,r•.tion Datto.lion 0 

Q.l.D.rter Ending ~ April 1968 
I'll 
() 
r 
l> 

SUOORDINlaE UNIT l SOffi'IES I TROOPS\ CARGO I ENEMY I STRUCTURE I SJ.MP .ills \ AIRCRAFT \ AIRCru~ Cf) 

FI.OWN LIFI'ED LIFI'ED(TONS) KU. DJJ1 DF.S n;J1 DES CONFIRM LOSS DJ.MAGED HRS 
OJ ff) 

< -,, 
-

116th AHC I 25481 I 46281 1 749 I 125 I I 1091 I 2 I 3 I 49 I 812s 
"-I'll 

I~ 
:u 

I J.0136 I I 34 I I .3.31 I 38 I I I 7935 
I 

187th .ARC I 2516.3 815 4 ~ , m 
x 
m 

.. --~~l I g 1 . s:•< · .. . '} . -·."::;. ( . . . . . . . . . . ' . . .,, . :t8 
;.",,. ' ."'.'·~ ·~.; . ' ' ' ~,, .. ., ... ,, .. · ..... .... ;;;,:,:•• .. · ~ ...... •.·."·· .. z-

l> < 
:u rn 
l> 

242d :.SHC I 11067 t 15320 I 21889 I 0 I I 01 I o I 0 I 14 I 3488 ' 0 
:u 

00 
l> rn 
-i )J 

HHC 

171~5 1116105 ~ I~ I 1 1~; 
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