
<?JAf P;a<@ue f1·-1 
DEPARTMENT OF THE .ARMY .. 

HEADQUARTERS, lOTH CWiBAT AVIATION BATTALION 
. APO 96377 

Incl l. 
AVGn..!IE 12 Septembe~ 1967 

SUBJECT: (tl) 

THRU: Commanding Officer 

TO: 

17th Combat Aviation Group 
APO US Forces 962L{J . 

Commanding General 
1st Aviation Brigade 
APO US Forces 96384 

1. (U) '1:ype operations: 

2. (C) Date of operations: 

3. (C) Locations: CQ 245375. 

,/' 

(Hong lil Dong) • 

~· . 

4. (U) Reporting unit: 10th Combat Aviation Battelion. 

5. (C) . ROKFV 9th Republic of Korea Infantry 
Division and Capitol Republic of Korea Infantry Division, 

6. (C) Intelligence: At the outset, the latest intelligence 
estimate reported that approximately 1,800 VG including elements of 
5th NV/;. Division and 95th 'NVA Regiment, were located to the west of 
Tuy Hoa in the mountainous areas. 

7, (C) Mission: The mission of the 10th Combat l~viation Bat­
talion (Reinforced) was to: 

a, Provide direct support to the Capitol, Republic of Ko­
rea, Infantry Di vision ( CRID), 

b, Provide direct support to the 9th, Repup.li'? .. of Korea, 
Infantry Division (WHRID), . ., , 

! • 

c. Provide general support for ROKFV, 

Group 4 
~@~ __ ~ZJ"'I "t'.,;'"-•'•s''"f •. ' .. 'ii'li!J•'~;ra· ,-11r.~tt'-~bowgraded at 3 year intervals; 

declassified after 12 years, 

1 
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d. Be prepared to mass aviation support as directed by co, 
10th Combat Aviation Battalion to support the ground commander. 

8. (C) •• , •• ~ . 

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion using three assault heli­
copter companies, the 48th, l29th and SI pg- and two assault sup.port 
helicopter companies, tho lBOth and 196th supported Republic of Korea, 
Forces Vietnam elements (CRID and WHRID) in the conduct of extensive 
search and destroy operations. 

9. (C) Execution. The operation began on the morning of 9 
July with a multi Regimental assault into the mountains in the vici­
nity of the 'l\:.~r Hoa - Dong Tre - Cung Son triangle. Subsequent as­
saults (Company, Battalion and Regimental) wore conducted throughout 
the period to the southeast and northwest of this area until the 10th 
Combat Aviation terminated support of the operation on 31 August 1967 
due to a mission change from 17th Combat Aviation Group. 

a. Operational statistics by companies. 

UNIT TROOPS (Lifted) CMQO (Lified-Tons) §OR TIES HOURS (Flo;zp) 

48th AHC 
&Sil 
129th /JIC 
155th MIC 
lSOth 1.iSHC 
196th :ASHC 
28lst ARC 
117th AHC 

Totals 

b. 
"' 

c, 

d, 

13,020 
26,446 
32,03.3 
2,237 

11,139 
9,314 
1,169 

673 

96,031 . 

Modical evacuations 

Combat assaults 

( 1) Company size 

(2) Battalion size 

(3) Regimental size 

Extractions 

(1) Company sizo 

(2) Battalion size 

(3) Regimental sizl 

~ _t'' i 

1,052.5 
2,(:/70.3 
2,448.7 
. 81.6 

6,702.8. 
3,543.4 

36.5 
48.8 

16,5B4.6 

' J 

··1,,., ... , 

' 

12,091 
12,B57 
14,150 
1,216-
6,625 
4,618 

930 
603 

53,090 

..... 

, 

3~457 .6 
3,54900 
4,327~3 
W.~4 

1,449~2 
914,9 
180.6 
124.3 

14,445.3 

.. 'f'' 

100 

·~·· 

39 

17 

6 

22 

9 

6 
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e. fllll!llunition expended 

7.62.mm 6·7~". i£!Jiw 
i,oso,650 3,339 16,413 

f. Night time 

(1) 129th l1HC 195. 5 

(2) 48th MIC 82.5 

(3) 180th .'1SHC 61.0 

(4) 28lst fl.HG 0. 

(5) -··- J6.2 

(6) 155th AHC 6.8 

(7) 117th /;..11C 0 

(B) 196th ARC 0 

10. (C) ......... • Ii. 1 

-~-· 
a. Enemy losses 

(1) Enemy KIA 637 

(2) VC captured 88 

(3) VC detained 34 

(4) Small arms captured 359 

(5) Crew served weapons captured 94 

(6) Telephones captured 15 

(7) Switchboards captured 3 

(8) Radios captured 36 

b~ Friendly losses 

(1) KIA 27 

(2) WIA 68 
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c. Anti-aircraft fire 

(1) Number of aircra.ft receiving fire 

(2) Number of aircraft hit 

(3) WIA 

(4) KIA 

($) MIA 

27 

7 

4 

0 

0 

11. (U) Administrative matters are included in the discussions 
listed in paragraph 13. 

12. (C) Special equipment and techniques. 

a. Whenever the tactical situation pennitted, Chinooks, with 
their greater troop carrying capacity, were effectively used to move 
large numbers of troops into the operations! area in minimum time. 
This was accomplished by the formation of tactical air columns compris­
ed of UH-lD's, CH-47•s, and anncd helicopters for escort. An adequate 
number of UH·lD's wero provided to conduct the initial assault into 
the insecure landing zone. After these troops had secured the land­
ing zone, (minimum of five minutes) CH-47's were used to bring. in the 
bulk of tho combat troops. If this was to be a final extraction from 
the pick-up zone, tho last troops out and tho pathfinders would bo ex­
tracted by UH-lD's. Tho anned helicopters provided armed escort at 
tho landing zone after first firing preparation fires S minutes before 
tho initial assault. A second gun team was required to provide cover 
for tho final extractions at tho pick-up zone. This technique requir­
ed positive control by the mission commander, however, it proved very 
effective throughout this operation. 

b. On one combat assault, conducted on 16 August 1967,1 .46 
Engineer ~roops wore initially rappelled into a proposed LZ and thr­
ough the use of explosives and chain saws, cleared an area in which 
approximately 450 combat troops were inserted. Although this process 
took a considerable amount of time, first in rappelling the Engineers, 
and then in the clearing of a suitable landing area, this procedure 
proved successful. With improved methods, training, and equipment, 
a more re.pid LZ preparation may be realized. 

c. The 10th Battalion Command and Control clement displac­
ed from Dong Ba Thin to Phu Hiep a f ow days prior to the start of the 
operation. From this location the TOC was bettor able to react to 
any situation as well as to control and coordinate the efforts of tho 
subordinate units. 

l. Operations Order 32-67 Attached as inclosuro 1 to inclosure 1 
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d. f, p3rticulcir charDctoristic corru;-ion to fill 62 of the com­
bnt essPults conducted during tho operotion w8s tho frequent use of 
scverc:il pick-up zones with simultaneous esselul ts into sevoral lr>nding 
zones. The comploxity of the ass:J.ults W<lS fur_thor compliceted by time 
requircrr.ents imposed by the ground comri.:mdcrs for assaulting or ch of 
the LZ's. Tho number <'f picl~-up zones for these assnults ranged from 
a minimum of nno to a maximum of seven while the number of LZ's for 
one combat ?.SsPult w2s PS hip,h ns 15. 2 

13. ( C) Comnwnc:.or' s Lnrilysis. 

a. /1.rr:1cd'holic0pt~r SJpport. 

(1) Comment: Armed helicopter support for this opera­
tion W"1S very effective. 

(2) Discussion: 

a The effoctivonoss of the gunships W€.IS J diruct 
result of rn B.doqunto number of aircrnft being made <3vailable to ac­
complish tho essigncd mission. Provisions wcro made in the Dlenning 
phase to limit tho number of simultRncous assaults on insecure lPnd­
ing zones to 0nly thot number which could bo Gffcctivdy propped by 
the a.ve>ilablc ~unships. A functional fire plan w2s prc:vidcd which was 
flexible onough to covor all unforeseen chnnr:os. 

b Roinf Grcing tho gunships organic to tho supDort­
ing units WAS P continuing problem. On SCVOr"11 c1cccisions, the SLF'­
portcd unit c"'m, 1:ondor roqucst(Jd ns mPny as l.iO UH-1D 1 s end 15' CH-47 1 s 
to cissa 11lt cs mC1ny as l? LZ 1.s, ~rot did net request the <idditic:nal gun­
ships nocoss<~r;;r t': su 1JPC>rt tho suppcrtod unit ts t<:>cticel pl.'ln. 

b. Tho supporting unit must be inforiiK:d. 

(1) Comw,.mt: During the plonning stngo cf this oporn­
tirm, s: vorPl pr';blcms wore encountered in C'btaininc accurate,_ .time­
ly P«ld c mplcto infN·mntion roquircd to complete the cporc~nnril p-lan. 

(2) Dfrcussi::n: 

& Informnti.:-n required, pertaining t': l 1cati' n C'f 
lending zones tr; be used, wos not m.::idc available t0 this unit in suf­
ficient time to .tll0w for prcper planning. LDnding'zones wore fro­
cuontly chrngcd. In spi to of this unit 1 s roccmmcndati~·ns At:ainst so­
vc.rd propc1sod LZ Is' the ground uni ts continued with their plEmning 
bc:scd on the assumpM;··n thcit J,ir Force bombing 't·JOUld provide us<eblc 
lrmding ~ones whore none wore Dvailoblo. It w,~s pointed out that in 
recent (lttompts m.'!dc by the 9th HOK Divisfon this method proved inof­
foctivo and thnt they should nr:t plan tc use those ;:irc.::s. 

2. Opcrc:ticms Ordor 31-67 Att9ched as inclcsure 2 to in.closure 1 

I 1 /J 1 i:,~· l ~z:· . -- ~:b ,,_.. . ~··--'- .JC.!2. 1 · L 
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) On scvoraJ. occasions this headquarters was not 
provided the information required to prepare movoment tables until 
loss than 36 hours prior to proposed assault time. This does not 
lend itself to the proper preparation a.nd dissemination of plans i~ 
sufficiont tima to rJ.low participating subordinate units adcque.te 
planning tim.a to conduct an operation this extensive and complex. 
When this information was rocoivcd, it was incomplete and failed to 
include all the troop clements and cargo to be moved. On one occa­
sion thoro had been no provisions mado to move two 4.2 mortar pla­
toons (3 CR-47 sorties for each of tho regiments). /~other time 
there were no provisions made to provide a security force to secure 
the area whore the CR-4 7 's 'W€lre to lond with tho artillery. 

c. Communications. 

(1) Comment: During the planning and execution of those 
operations there were several exll.ll1ples of communications failure be­
twoon tho supported unit and this headquarters. 

(2) Discussion: 

~ Our requirements for space and support in the 
form of eingineors and security for the refueling nnd rearming nroo. 
wore rolayod through tho liaison officer several dnys prior to the 
time actually required. At this time, it was indicated to this hoad­
qunrtcrs tho.t everything would bo provided, however, when we request­
ed this support, it 'Wtls apparent that the responsible persons had not 
been made awnro of our requirements. 

12 It was repeatedly requested that the supported 
unit limit tho number of pick-up zonos in order that thia hoa.dquar­
tcrs could provide pathfinders at onch location a.nd thnt English­
speaking officers be provided in all PZ 1s to insure proper loading 
a.nd provide assistance to tho pathfinders. Despite tho assurnncos 
thll.t our requirements would be mct'tho numbers of pick-up zones did 
not docrohsG and intorproters woro not provided. This was n recur­
ring experience throughout tho operation. 

d. : .:1.rcro.ft utilization. 

(1) Cornmonts: There nr.e sovcrnl ways that utilization 
of the CH.-47 1s could bo improvod with resultant more efficient oper­
ations. 

(2) Discuseioni 

.w. 'Iho TAC CP's wore requested to use slings to 
carry as much of their bulk oquipmont as possible to eliminate the 

6 ........ ~ .... ~~.,,.~ ............ 
·-; ·········· '/ ,. ~·--. ·~ )"" '••I b:CJG Y, U t ;s f C U 
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timo required for loading and unloading, i,c., tcntage, concertina 
wire, otc, filthough sling equipment was available tho supported 
units persisted in moving these loads internally, causing a consi~. 
dorabl~ amount of wasted time while aircraft sat on tho ground await­
ing to be loaded and unloaded, This practice rcsul tcd in extended 
exposure of the aircraft to enemy fire ns·wcrll as tho waste of valu­
able l".ircra.ft time. 

~ It is recognized that some internal lends arc 
necessary for tho conduct of operations. Ldcquo.tc personnel must 
be provided for loading and off-loading of all internal loads, On 
several occasions, only two or fJlroe men worked loading and unload­
ing CH-47 internal.loads while additional troops observed from 20 
to 30 motors nway. · 

~ Excessive loading time means not only that tho 
aircra~ CD.;ll carry·less in a given time but also that it becomes 
more difficult to schedule refueling, Less e;QI'tics cnn be program­
med between each refueling and Tli.C CP 1 s are out of communications 
with their subordinate units for longer periods of time, Often 
in single ship landing zones, other aircraft must orbit and waste 
valuable flying time while waiting for the Chinooks to bo loaded, 

g Lends for CH-47 1s must receive the careful 
attention of tho porson responsible for their preparation. Some 
ships woro not fully loaded while r.iany of the artillery loads 0x­
coedcd the '7000 pound maximum for the CH-47 · (mountninous regions, 
1000 feet or more above son level). For example, during ono day's 
cpcration, on 12 llugust 1967, two aircraft wore used to displ~co 
TAC CP's and flow a combined total of twenty hours and fifty-t.tvo 
minutes yot carried only 25.5 tons of cargo, which is fnr below 
the load capability. When compared with one other aircraft which, 
D~ an artillery displacement, flew nino hours and forty minutes, 
hauling 58.5 tons of cr:>.rgo; it is readily apparent that tho two 
nircrnft moving the TAC CP 1s were not being properly employed, The 
loads, as prepared, vc.ied from a minimum of approxima.tely 1000 lb-er 1 

to a mnximum of 9500 lbs. This caused much wasted nircruft-time 
wle these lends wore rearrllllged, 

o, Forward support nroas, 

(1) Comment: Forwnrd support aroo.s were estc.blished 
for this operation to facilitate expeditious rof'uoling o.nd rearm­
ing. This resulted in a greatly reduced turn-a.round time from ·1z 
to support area to PZ which incroa.sod. aircraft availability and 
also produced a proportionate decrease in tho number or hours flown 
in support of tho operation. In daily.operations an a.vornge of' 
318 hours and 1,217 sortios were flo"Wn. 
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(2) Discussion: 

.9i The suppo;t area. must be lnrgo enough to acco:10-
date n rearming aron sopnr11to from the refueling o.rcn. /J.so, pa.rkil3g 
spQCO for sto.ndby aircraft to alleviate traffic congestion ruld im­
prove tho safety of opera.tions,. separate refueling areas by aircraft 
typo, i.e., Liftships, Gunships and Chinooks arc advisable. Lroas 
npproxiL1atcly 800 meters by /J)O Qetcrs were deemed adequate for this 
operation. During the latter stage of the ope!'ation, a 16 point re­
fueling area was established which proved highly snti~factory, expe­
diting rof'ueling even at peak activity periods. Through the use of 
additional equipment, not TOE to this battalion but on loan from 1st 
Log Command, a rapid refueling capability was nchievod. This was 
highlighted in the last najor C~ conducted on 20 fiU.gUst 1967 whon 50 
helicopters landed, refueled and took off in 28 minutes. 

h ROK Engineer support was initially inadequate, 
resulting in lato stockagos and slow rusupply of the facilities. Con­
struction and improvement of the poor road network in the area of op­
erations was a primary consideration for which engineer support was 
mandatory. 

~ Local security of tho refueling areas was in­
adequate at times. On one occasion, a squad of nine men was given 
the task of soctll'ing an eighteen hundred meter periraetcr. Of ne­
cessity, tho forward support area must be operational prior to tho 
COin.DOllCancnt Of operations and tho supported unit must provide se­
curity for this vulncr~blo activity. 

f. Tho lia.iso~ officer's role o.s a rosponsivo link between 
ground force and nission cor;u;iender. 

(1) Comnont: The linison officer provided a direct 
responsive link between tho Division Commend Group and tho Mission 
Commander throughout the operation. 

, -~---~'~' ·: .. :J2) Discussion: This direct link betweon the liaison 
office~,,. co-:-~~f ted with the Di vision G-J, Air Liaison Officer and 
tho llrti'llocy Liaison Officer provided an :imledia.to and flexible 
channel through which the operation wns effectively nonitored. JJ.l 
chnngcs wore efficiently coordinated at tho correct level of cor;imand 
o.nd pertinent inf ormntion was relayed as required. 

g. Roinforccmont of aviation support. 

(1) Contlent: Throughout the operation, probloos ex­
isted between this hendquo.rtcrs and higher headquo.rtors ns to whe­
ther sufficient reinforcing aircraft would be provided to support 
the plo.nnod combat assault as requested by the ground comn.ander. 

'@or; 1 
I I . 

,(, f :r c44s~.t ... ZJT::k:_ 
8 
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(2) Discussion: On several occasions doubt existed up 
to 12 hours prior to n conbat assault as to oxnctly how nnny aircraft 
would be available for the operation. DosR_ite frequent calls to high­
er hocdquartors and liaison visits it was not al~s possible to fix 
tho nunbor of aircrnft uhich :would be _available, Movement tables, 

. fire support plans and opqrations orders would have to. be altered at 
tho last minute to add or.delete reinforcing aircraft which were re­
quested earlier. Duo to tho distances involved oetween the reinforc­
ing cl0t1cnts and tho area of operations, it was inpossible to deter­
mine until the· last tiinuto if the support would be provided. 

h. Additional lessons learned are emimoratcd in detail in 
· the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion ORLL for tho period ending 31 
July 1'967. 

14, (C) Rocornnendations, 

a. i;rncd helicopter support: It is recomr.i.ended for all fu­
ture operations that any request for additional lift aircrnft also 
include a request for a corresponding ni.lL'lber of armed helicopters. 
This is particularly important where nunorous LZ 1 s r.1Ust be assaulted 
simultaneously to support the ground cornnander 1 s plan. 

b. The supporting unit must be inforL~ed: Since. tho success 
of this typo operation hinges largely upon the aViation unit, it is 
strongly rocoI:lI'lendod that ;the supported unit provide· tho supporting 
av.1.-:ition unit with ~.1. the info.rmation p·artain:::.ug to tl:-J.e ~peration as 
·so;)"J. as p'.)ssibln and in. any case, the aviation el~ent must receive 
a:W. conpletc and accurate information required to complete tho move­
ment tablos·not later than 4E hours prio~ to the start of an opera~ 
tion this complex. Aviation i:nit recoI:JDanaations on LZ soloctions, 
nunbor, and type aircro.ft required must bo considered by the support­
ed tmit, 

c. C01.:'.'1Ullicntions: It is recon1ondod that a ti:binun of one 
English-speaking officer be available at 0ach plr.k-up zono whenever 
opera.ting with non-Enelish speaking :troops, It is furthor·:1""ocor.niiond- . · 
od that tho inportanco of this cOLm.unication problon bo st~es!ted· ~o· · ' 
all persons involved in joint operations with more :inportanco placed 
upon the relay of ti.~oly, complete, and accurate information. · 

d. Aircraft utilisation (CH...47): In order to obtain the 
mn.xinum CH-47 utilization during tho hours flo'W!l, cargo nots should 
be used to nove as much cargo as possible. Where it is not possible 
to car-ry sling loads, the sTupportod unit should take necess:;:ry action 
to insure that a suffi.:::iont number of nen are avdlable for loading 
and unloading, thus reducing ground timo to a m.iniL1un. Chinook usage 
should be restri~~~§.Q,.l£~s whose 9.,.~ . .P.J:.~~ight pre-
clude tho use of tho UH-lD, · ~ .... ~~. -,·-

,-·~ ( 1< 
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e, Forward support £1reas: 

(1) The basic stockage levels and resupply ro.tos of POL 
and ornmunition must be ascertained early iii tho initial planning stage. 
Initial atocknge nay be computed considering tho concept of operation, 
nunber of LZ 1s, estinated flying time by typo aircraft and the avail• 
able supply routos. 

, (2) Defini to roquircncnts for engineer su:pport (in-
provonent of the support area and road network build up) must bo 
placed on tho supported unit during tho initial planning phase. This 
requircnont should stipulate the spccii'ic ation required with coriple­
tion dates and nust be closoly oonitored to insure conpliance. 

(3) Socurity requirements should be definite to include 
rocomnended force size, reporting place and tir.le. 

(4) Convoy control neo.aures are nandntory to insure ex­
peditious now of the supply train. The supported unit Iilust stipul11te 
definite noasures to preclude unnoceasnry delay of the resupply vehi­
cles. 

f. The liaison officer must be co-located with the supported 
unit's command oleoent throughout the operation to insure smooth cohe­
sive operations. 

g. 'Reconnond, that in fut\.lre operations·, the aircrnft con­
mitted for any phase be determined in sufficient tine to prepare the 
operation orders, movenent tc.blos and fire support plans. 

FOO THE COOill.NDER: 

2 Incloav• 
1 OPOD )2..07 
2 OPORD 31-67 

' . .1 } { • 

4..-. __ .j;~_Vi/µ I '5 
· /' JACK W. SERIG '1 
I • v Maj or, Inf an try 

f'.djutnnt 

I 
I 
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Copy Nr of Copies 
10th Combat Aviation Battalion 
Phu Hiep mm ( CQ 2438) 
141200 August 1967 

Incl 1 to Incl 1 
OPORD 32-67 

Task Org2nization 

48th AHC 117th ARQ 

2 LFT 1 LFT 
4 UH-lD 
2 tTH-lD c~,.c 

1. Situation. 

• TE 
2 LFT 
13 UH-lH 

a. Enemy - Current J .. 'TSID1. 
b. Friendly Forces - Current 3ITREP. 
c. Attachments - Task Organization. 

155th AHC 
6 UH-11) 

180th AS'-!8 

5 CH-47 · 

2. Mission - The 10th Combat Aviation 3attalion helilifts 13 companies 
of the 29th Regiment and )0th Regiment of the 9th ROK Infantry T)ivision 
into 7 landing zones south of Ninh Hoa RVN commencing i6o6."30 J:.ugust 1967,. 

J. Execution. 

a. Concept of Operation. 

(1) The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion utilizing 25 TJ'{-lT: and 
5 CH-47 eircraft, will helilift 13 companks of the W"-TRIT) into 7 LZ 's 
as shown in .A,nnex A (Air '.'1ovcment and Loadinr. Teblos}. 

(2) Fires. 

(a) 'lrtillery preparation: LZ prcpvrations ending 0625. 
(b) 'i:'<Jctical air support: LZ preparations ending 0600. 
( c) Sf:..C Gir support: !1.RC Lite 0500. 
(d) Gunship preparations .'.nncx '1, Fire .Sup:oort PlAn. 

b. Tcsks. 

(1) 48th AHC. 

(e) Provide 2 LFI' (Joker 1 and Joker 2). 
(b) Provide 4 UH-lD's lift ships (Blue Star). 
(c) "rovide 1 UH-lD C&C for command group. 
( d) Provide 1 UH-lD C~t.C for Commcinding General WHRID. 

(2) 117th AHC. 

Provide 1 LFT (Sidewinder). 

gj j 1 I {} ''-



(3) 188th AHC. 

(~) 
(b) 

Bleck Widow Red) 

Pn' vidc 2 LFT (Spider l o nd Spider 2). 
Prcvide 13 UH-lD lift ships (Bl<'ck Widow 8luo .rind 

(4) 15.5th tJm - Provide 6 UH-lD lift ships (Blue StDr Flight) 

(5) 180th ASHC - P!•,,vido ) CH-47 lift ships (:Jig ·:lindy) 

c. Ccordinating instructions. 

(1) Time Teblo - J.nnex i'i. (Air m0 vomont :=ind lr'2d:lng table). 

(2) PZs 

(a) PZ 1. First lift, the 13luostL>rs i-rill lnnd in trPil 0n 
north side c.f tho PzOn tho white lights. Tho 3hckwidc"W Red flight will 
land in trllil c.n the south side of the PZ r:n the. hm:;or lir'.hts. 3nth fli­
ghts will lrmd flt 240 clogrcos or c::is directed by PZ c0ntr 1"1. Subsequent 
lifts will lcind as directed by PZ contrr'l. 

(b) PZ 2. First lift, tho· Bl[:ckwidow llue Q.ight will lnnd 
in trail on tho north side of the PZ on tho green lights. Tho Big Windy 
flight of 5 t:iircrr>ft will land in trail ·'."ln the scuth sido 0f tho PZ en tho 
white lights. Beth llir,hts will land tit 240 decrees as directed by PZ 
contr0l. Subsequent lifts will land as directed by PZ ccntrol. 

(c) PZ 3. Blackwidow fiight d 7 aircraft will land in 
trail 0n the orang'G'IYincls nt 2408 

or as directed by ?Z cr•ntrC11. 

(3) Aircraft 10ading - Annex A. 

(L.) Flight rouks, RPS and crbit points - !.nncx C - i1ap OvcrlPy 

(5) Enr''Utc f,ltitudo - An.-1ex C - Map Overlay 

(6) F0 nnatir·ns 

(a) LZs 1, 8 - CMOUtc frrmati''ll single J;.rail - 30 second 
soPQ!'stion between airc;raft. · 

(b) LZs 2,9,10,12 - onr0 uto formation 2 ship. echelon right 
JO secnnd sopairr>tfrn botwcon flights 1~f 2. 

(c) LZ. 3 - onrcute forml'ti 0 n single ship in trail - S 
minute sep.?ratirm between aircraft rapollings 2nd ph.<isc single ship trr:il. 

( <l) CH-47 aircraft will maintain 60 second sci;:.::r[)tirin 
between flights. 

(7) LZs (L0cati0n - Annex 11.). 

(~) LZ #1 - 1 ship LZ cut GUt of north side rif rock pinnacle. 
Land tc the sruth with a right turn-out ~n tako off • 

.,. 1f l"5'"'"''"'';;e~ 77 .... ea - . &12 nz 
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(b) LZ ~ '~i~ip·"££.1S.:d~;';~t'htest, prepared helipads 

~·~om yn'.'3'\rj.Cl!JS operations. Take off to Southwest with a right turn out. 

(.::) I,Z ;~1;3 - Bombed out area on saddle. Engineer team will 
• ~··fJ • · " -:_.,_ :~ o J.::id prep2.re c.. 1 ship LZ with a take off and departure lane from 
:,· ; ::: r_,+., C anc~ G aircraft will advise ~n landing and take off. 

(d) LZ #8 - 1 ship LZ on saddle surrounded by 25 foot trees 
on all sides, Touch doi,m area. appears to have scattered bushes. Land to 
wost, take off west with right turn out. 

(o) LZ #9 - 2 ship LZ on ridge. Covered with scnttered trees 
nnd rocks. 

(f) LZ #10 - 2 ship LZ on sloping ridge with 2 level areas. 
Scnttcred trees and rocks. 

(g) LZ #12 - 2 ship LZ, Flat bare field surrounded by 25 foot 
trees. 

(8) Downed aircraft procedures - SOP 

(9) Reporting points - off PZs and off LZs. 

(10) Weather decision - OffiO hours by LTC Crooks (weather deleys 
in one hour increments). 

(11) Rules of engagement - is per LOI, 10th CAB 

(12) Pathfinder orgl1llization of PZs as brief ed. 

4. Administration and Logistics 

a. Ref'Uoling - Aircraft will ref'uel Blue Stnr refueling point at 
Ninh Hoa. CH-47's will rof'uol.at temporary miniport north of heliport. 

b. Fuel loads UH-lD aircraft will arrive at PZ with 1000 lbs of f\lGl 
unless otherwise briefed. CH-47 aircraft will refuel as per company SOP, 

c. Dust off - IAlst off will orbit east of operrrtional ar0a vicinity 
BP 9CJ76 nt L.000 foot. 

d. Medicnl evacuntion 

(1) Evacuate ROK wounded to 102nd Medicnl Evncuntion Hospito.1 at 
lOOth ROK Logistical Command, BP 0260. 

(2) Evacuate Us wounded to Nha. Trang, 8th Field HospitnJ.. 

3 
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u. Roar1~1frtg - Gu.iiships will reorr.1 o.t Blue Str.r r0orniing points 
. ct Ninh Hon. 

(1) C nr'c1.ll(~ F'rcqucncios ·· Fili 45. 3, U:t.i.F 237. 7, UEF 122. 7 

(2) .. "J.t'-'rn::-:cu Cor1a-.:1.· ~r(;qU1.,,!lcius - FN L:.L..3, UHF 236.7, 
UHF 122.5 

(3) Guns:llpc - fli 45.3, UHF c.ssigncc: unit ·frequencies for air 
to dr UEF 122. 7 

(4) Dust off - :Bl:l 47.9, u::F 237.7 

(5) FLC - Fi; J'?.,L1., UlIF 301.5, :~.::iggoc1 .Sco::por 85. 

(6) Po..ti1f'inc~crs - FN 47.H 

(n) PZ 1 - .':J.phc. Cc,;1trol 

(b) PZ 2 - Bravo Control 

(c) PZ .J - Ch::.rlio c:,ntr'.Jl 

(7) Rof'u.cling - Blue Str..r Contr,,l FM 34. 95 

(8) Snoke 

(:-.._) PZ - PZ 1 green, PZ 2 violet, :PZ 3 g?'oon 

(b) LZ - yellow 

( c) ono:Jy fire - rod 

(cl) Friunc.'ly distress - green c.nd yollow 

( \.,) iieC~icc,l cvncuo. ti on - violet o.ncl greC:.n 

(f') Frior.tcUy - greon 

(1) DITF Cc.1Juo11c1cr - iiaj Baik 

(2) Hissio11 Comrae..ndor - LTC Crooks 
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(3) PJ..tcrno.to Mission, Commo.ndcr - LTC Snwls 

(4) Second Al tcrno.to Mission C6r1ii'nnti:CJ.cr -.: Mo.j '"Ellis .. 

ANNEXES 

CROOKS 
LTC 

A - Air Movement and Loo.ding Trblo 

B, Gu.nship Support Plnn 

OFFICIAL 

STECKLY 

S-3 

DOWNGRADE TO UNCLP.SSIFIED 24 HOURS LFTER 
COOLETION OF OPER.:.TIOH 

... 
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ANNEX A OPORD 32-67 AIR MOVEMENT AND LOADING TABLE 
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I I I 
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Incl 2 to Incl 1 
OPORD 31-67 

Copy ~Tr of Sopies 
10th Cor11oat Aviation '8attalion 
Phu Hiep Rlffl (er), 2438) 
102300 August 1967 

Reference: Maps, Vietnam 1:50,000, Series !;7014, Map 1\fumbers 6735 It 
6TJ6 H, 6835 IV, 6836 IIJi:. 

Task Or,~anization 

4Elth AHC 

2 LFT 
5 UH-lD 

• • 
180th ASHC 

7 CH-47 

1. Si tua ti on. 

111th AHC 

2 LFT 

196th ASHC 

5 CH-47 

a. "ilenr.r forces - Current :CTl.TTSPM. 

129th AHC 188th AHC 

1 LFT 1 LFT 
1 HFT 13 ~JH-1'--f 
12 UH-lD 
1 UH-l!l CPcC (t:;rJ,) 

10th C/\.13 

1 UH-lD ( C~cC) 
1 Dustoff 

b. Friendly forces - Current SITREP. 
c. Attachments - Task organization. 

2. r'ission - The 10th Combat !tviation Battalion hslilifts Hi CO"'V11t11cs 

of the Cavalry Regiment and 26th Regiment of the Capitol ROY Jnfantry 
Division and 4 Artillery Batteries into 15 landing zones wost of \Tan Canh 
RVN commondng 120730 August 1967. 

3. Execution. 

a. Concept of operation. 

(1) Manuevor - Tho 10th Combat :1:viation Batt<ilion, utilizing 31 
UH-lD's and 12 GH-47's will holilift 14 comp.<:mies of th<-. Cff:l) into 15 LZ's 
as shown in {innox A (Air Hovemcnt nnd Loadi;1g T:ible). Tho first phaso 
will consist of 3 flight~ holilifting the Covalry Regiment 8nd 26th 
Regiment in ri vertical onvolopment combat assault into mql tiple LZ' s. 
PhPse two will bG the holilifting of-the b~ttalion cind Rcr,imental 
T8ctical Ho2dquartcrs and four 'oattc:::rics of artillery into mu1tiplo LZ 1s • 

• • (2) Fires • 

.( 

b. Tasks 

(1) 

(CJ) 
(b) 
(c) 

J;.rtillcry preparation: 
Tactical a:i.. r support: 
Gunship preparation: 

On call. 
LZ prep tormirn~tcd NI,T 07 JO 

Annox C, :<'ire support Plon. 
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(a) Pro vi ck 2 LFT 1 s ( J ob)r 1 and J,_,ker 2) • 
(b) · Provido 5 lift ships (Blue St[>J' F1ig1··t) . 

(2) 11 ?th JIJ-IC. 

(-c) Pr<:·~Tido 2 LFT (Sic\ow:L'1dcr 1 nnc~ Siclewindur 2). 

(J) 129th ~~IC. 

(o..) Provide 1 LFT an(:. l IIFT (Cobra 1 and Cobrc. 2). 
(b) 1-'ro-v-:i.clo l?, UH-lD lift ships (Bullr'l.og Reel c.nc~ Bulldog bJn 1

,, 

(c) Provide 1 UH-lD .C&C for GRID CG, 

(4) l8Sth lJ:f.C, 

(n.) Provic1o J. LFT (Spic~or 1). 
(b) Prc:v-:i.c1~c 13 UE ... 7 i~ lift ships (Bl.:'.ck Widow HoQ OJ1tl Black 

Widow Blue)~ 

(5) isoth ~:.s~:c. 

Provido 7 CH-47 1 s as lift ships (Big W:i.nc..1y). 

(6) 1 %th J..SHC, 

Provide 5 OI-i..-4 7 1 s c.s lift ships (Flipper). 

c. Coordinntine instructions. 

(1) Tir:u tc:.blo - kmox (JJ.r lfovouont and Lonc1inff T:iblc) • 

(.-:,) PZ it .'~ii (BC} 86591L~) - ThG PZ 'rill bt orgcnizcd tn lo..nd 
tw0 flights in trdl in two colur.ms frrr.1 n.Jrtl1 t·:i scutl1. Lo.n(l t,: the 
northwost ,·,r D.S Llirc:ctod by fZ C(.mtroJ., 

(b) rz :IB II (BQ. 8651:;97) - The; PZ will be orgrmizc(~ to lc.Jl.C~ 
four flights in tr··,il in four colurms i"rc·;r.1 n··rth t..-) ::vuth, L:.,_nc1 t.1 the 
northvrost or a.s c~iroctci1 by :tZ contrc·l. 

(c) PZ 11 cn '(BC 925775) - LcJ1c1. four flights in trc.il in 
four colW:1.'1S frrn.! no·tll to s ::mth. L.1'1d to tho n;:rthwcst or a.s ·~iroctuc1 
by PZ ccntrol. 

( t1) PZ1 "E11 (Bq 8789) 3) - Ik pa. t:1finc1cTs, Lo.nd L the 
northirost in trnil, 

(d F·z nan (nq ~3856) .,. Lc:nr~ two c,ircraft in tro.il fron 
north to s~uth. Lr.nc1

. to tl t'" n rthwost ':)r ei.s circctcc'. by fL; c ntr~'l. 
(f) PZ tr., 11 • (cq 1037GO) - No po.thfindors. Lr~.nc1 h tile 

northwest in trc.il, 

(3) Lircrnft 100..c:ing: l .. .nncx : •. 

(4) Flirrht rontos, 11.P's ci::i( 0rbit points: l:..:mox C, Hr.,p Overley 

(5) Enr·:utc oJ.titudo: Lnnox c, M,..,,p 0v8rl ·y 
2 ...... . -··lll-·-·-......... 4! .. I 'G?D' • 'T: r,, rt 
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{6) Formations - A 30 second separation will be maintained between 

UH-1 flights and W second separation between CH--1:.7 ?lights. 

(a) LZ 1s 1, 2, 6, 7 - Formation enroute Vo~ J's - landing 
single ship. 

(b) i.Z 1s 3, 4, 5 - Formation enroute TAC heavy left - landing 
four ships abreast. 

(c) LZ's G, 9, ll, 12 - Formation enrouto TAC heavy left -
Landing 2 ships abreast, . 

(d) Li, 1 s 10, 13 - Formation enroute V of 3 's - Landing V of 3 's. 
(e) LZ 14 - Formation enroute T.ti.C ; ,eaV'J left - Landing 5 ships 

abreast. 

(7) Location of LZ 's - J.m:rnx A, 

(8) Downed aircraft procedures - SOP 

(9) Reporting points_ .. Off PZ's, RP's, and Off LZ's. 

(10) Weather decision - 0700 by LTC Sawls (Tfoather delays in one hom­
inerements). 

(ll) Rules of Engagement - SOP. 

(12) Pathfinder orga:rlzation of Pl 's as bricfeO., 

~-· Administration 2.nd Loc;istios~ 

a. Refueling - .:drcro.ft will be refueled at ESSO (CQ 070739) c:nd TLX.t.CO 
(BR 840055) as prcscrib0r.' L1 iumox A, . 

b. Fuol loads - l:J.rcraft departing Phu Iacp will top :;.ff nt E8::i0 unront0 
to PZ and a.ircrnft dopa.rti::.!g Lo.ne Heliport will top off at Lane Heliport prior 
to leaving for tho first ." z. The CH-47 Hill re;fucl per company SOP, .J_l sub.­
sequent rcfuclfog nircr8.ft 11i1l top off. 

c. Dust Off - Dust of:L aircraft will orbit over VIC BQ 7999 2t 4000 1 

and monitor FM 46, 9 [Incl. UHii' ~;_37. 7.· 

d. Medicnl cvacuction. 

(1) Evacuate US uoundod to Quin lJhon Evo.cuc.tion Hospi tc..l. 

(2) Evncunto B.OK wounded to 6th ROK MiBH (Bf~ 91:0228) 

0. Rearming - Gw1ships will rcnrr.1 2.t TEXJ.CO (DR 840055). 

5. Commn.nd nnd Signal 

n. Signal. 

Comm._·1nd Frequencies - FN 45.J, UHF 237,7, VHF 122.7. 
Ll tcrm·.to command frequencies - .FM 44, 3, UEF 236. 7, VHF 122·. 5. 
Gunships - 1¥. (Qssignod unit froq) UHF 237.7, VHF 122.7. 
Dust Off - .F1 ~ '-to- • · • . - .. ·• 7. .' 
F.!i.C - Fil 32.4, UHF. 301. 5 Tl.JM • 

~ »sri' ,;i;t·-. L 
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1.~lNEX.ii;S 

- -"""' t 6 '15') ns··tn a Js *"'1 , ... 
(6) I Athfinders "'N 47. 8. 

(a) 1 Z A - ':lpha Control. 
(b) 1-z B - Bravo Control. 
( c) f7, C - Charlie Control. 
(d) 1·z B - Hotel Control. 
( e) TEX/. CO Control - TEX,~CO re fur; ling point. 
(f) ES.S~ Control - ESSO refueling point. 
(g:) trtillery Control - (~z rn~11). 

(7) Smc~ke. 

(a) 
Yellow. 

(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 

Corrnnand • 

--z "!~" - Green; fZ "B" - Yellow; IZ "C" - Yellow; 

LZ - Violet. 
Enemy fire - Red. 
Friendly distress - Green An0 Yelle'"'• 
Friendly - Yellow 

(1) J\MTF Commander - lfaj nen l.clN. 

( 2) Mission Comrnander - LTC .Saw ls. 

(3) /,lternate Vission Com.'11B.nder - Jfaj Fernaw~er. 

(4) 2nd /.lternA te ~ission Comrrvrnder - Maj Fe' 'horter. 

CROOK~ 
iLTC 

/', - rir Hovment and Loading Table. 
B - Gunship Support fL1n 

OFFICI/cL: 

STECKLY 
S-3 
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ems LEITON OF O'~J,TION 

4 
'!,!.s:!!J~J.QJ.:•: . .° I (' ti_, 



__ .ANNEX.._A__QfQRD_Jl-67_A]R __}~OVE·g:;~~-MIQ_J.O~\PP~9:--~/@J::E. __ ---------------.·· ______ ·--·---------- ····---,-. __ ---· .. ··-· ·-· --- .. ~- _______ _ i LIFT ! LrFTrnG : _ LTI'TLri _ j PZ -- i TIME j AGL j NO frnoOPs j LZ ' j TTI!ll I -REK\RKs 
1 

CoAJF?IJeAJr~ 
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1 i : I BQ 565 914 1 l r : BQ 61ss92 I 

2 j BLUEST_c,R ilO Co 26 Regt ; C 

1

0730 6 : 5D 1s ; 30 I 8 0750 I CA I 
- i : ! BQ 925775 . 34 ~-47s i 134 ,BQ 640924 

1 
.3 :_ BLJ~CK WIDOW RED ~1 Co Cav Reft 

1

1 
A ; 0735 I 6 ' 5D' s 1 30 I Q 4 CY\ 
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I . \ j ! 35 /+-47s t 140 ;B 594-,v? I 
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l 
'BIG WINDY RED 9 Co 26 Rer~·t 
I 
'BULLDOO BLUE ;6 Co Gav Regt 
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;BLACK WIDOW RED l 7 Co 26 Regt 

J3LUES T.tUi. 

I 
I 

;10 Co Ciw Regt 

G !0810 I 6 5D's ~ 30 I 10 l0825 'Ci'.. Refuel at TEXJ.CO l 34 4-47s / 130 I BQ 68891?. i l 
B 10810 J 6 5D's ! 30 I 5 10828 ! CA Refuel at ESSO 

l 36 4-47s !142 ! BQ 5SD922 I ! 
. i I ' I ; 
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/0825 1136 2 j 72 ! 8 !0845 \Refuel at YEXJ.CO 
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!0910 : 6 5D's '. JO l l.~ 10925 ; CL 
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'' ·----' ·~··--- -------
. 9 Co Co_v Regt 

PZ 

11 
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1 For~e (6lst l.rty) I BQ 878S03 
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i. 11 Co 26 Regt 
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t 

I I 
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35 ~ 2-47,- 70 6 
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24 BIG WINDY RED Tac CP 3 Bn Gav A 1100 Co.r 1 Car 4 lll5 
Re gt 

25 BL!.\CK WIDOW RED Tac CP 2 Bn 26 c 1105 6 6 36 10 1120 Refuel nt TEX~CO 
Regt 

26 BULLDCG RED Tac CP 3 Bn Cav A 1110 5 6* 26 4 1125 Final Extrnction 
Regt *l l/C for Pathfinders 

~ Refuel at ESSO 
27 BIG WINDY :BLUE Tac CP 3 Bn 26 c 1115 Car 1 Car 8 ll30 Refuel nt TEXJ..CO 

Regt 
28 BLUESTiiR · Tac CP 2 Bn 2( c ll30 5 6 30 10 1145 Refuel at TEX:~co 

Regt 
29 BIG WINDY lIBD Tac CF 2 Bn 26 c 1140 Car 1 Car lC 1155 Refuel o.t TEXA.CO 

Regt 
~ BULLDCG BLUE Tac CP 3 Bn Gav , 

1050 6 6 36 4 1105 Refuel o.t ESSO ~~ 

Re gt 
31 BLli.CK WIDOW RED Tac GP 2 Bn 26 c 1155 5 6 31 10 1210 -

Re gt 
I 32 BULLDOO BLUE Tac CP 3 Bn 26 c 1155 6 6 36 8 1215 

Ile gt 
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35 BLUEST LR Tac CP 3 Bn 26 c 1220 . 5 6* 25 8 1240 ' Final Ext: 
Ro gt I *l A/C fo· 36 BLACK WIDOW RED Tac CP Cav Regt G 1220 5 6 35 5 1235 Refuel at 

37 · BULLDOG BLUE Tnc CP Ca.v Rcgt G 1230 5 6 30 5 1245 Refuel at 
38 BIG WEl)Y RED Tnc CP Ca v Regt G 1240 Car 2 Car 5 1255 Refuel at 
39 , Br:.LDOG RED Tc.c CP Gav Regt G 1250 5 6 30 5 1305 Refuel at 
40 BLUEL TAR Tac GP C.'.::.v Rogt G 1300 5 6* 28 5 1315 Final Exti 

< 

---~--- s@; fii f_!__~=Jo__@_f4iTf 0.!!-- -·------
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47 BIG wnmY 4. 2 Mort Pln t Vnn Cu.nh On Car -- Car 5 3 Sorties 

; Gav Regt BR 840053 Ordei 
AB BIG WINDY 4.2 Mort Plat Van Canh On Co.r ~- Co.r 11 3 Sorties 
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