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with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions- sh'oui.:ti'· · · 
be reported to ACSFOR OT RD, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that the 
Army realizes current benefits from lessons learned during recent opera­
tions. 

3. To insure that the information provided through the Lessons Learned 
Program is readily available on a continuous basis, a cumulative Lessons 
Learned Index containing alphabetical listings of items appearing in the 
reports is compiled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the 
attached report are encourAged to recommend items from it for inclusion 
in the Index by completing an~ returning the self-addressed form provided 
at the end of this report. 
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DEPARTMENT OF 1'HE ARMY 
Headquarters lOlst Airborne Division 

APO San Francisco 96383 

AVDG-GC 24 May 1968 

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the lOlst Airborne Division for the period 
ending 30 Apri.l 1968 RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Signifi~ant Activities 

a. OPERATIONS.· 

(1) During the period February through April 1968, the lOlst Airborne 
Division has conducted combat operations in three of the four Corps Tactical 
Zones in the Republic of Vietnam, as well as the Capital Military District 
around Saigon. Elements of the Division . have fought Viet Cong, North Viet­
namese Regulars and Local Force units from the marshy rice lands southeast of 
Saigon to the mountainous jungles west of Hue. During the period, the Division 
has served as a Reaction Force, ready to deploy on a moment's notice to any 
location in Vietnam. At 310300 January 1968, the VC/NVA launched their TET 
Offensive. During the early hours of the battle, a VC Sapper platoon breached 
the court-yard wall, placing a significant threat on the Xmerican Embassy, 
Saigon. A ~eady Reaction Force from C-1-502 Inf was directed to conduct an 
air mobile assault to the roof top of the Embassy building, and to clear and 
secure the Embassy and surrounding area. After two attempts, the assault force 
was able to land on the HOT LZ at 010834 February. In less than 1 hour, the 
Embassy and surrounding area had been secured. The action resulted in 9 VC 
KIA and 2 .Af{-47 1 s credited to the lOlst Abn Troopers. !here was one US casualty 
a .door gunner on one of the assault helico9ters was wounded by SA fire • 

. •(2) Another example of the typ~ of rapid reaction operations con­
ducted by the Division occurred on the morning of 22 January when the Division 
was alerted for future operations and directed to send one brigade immediately 
to ICTZ. At that time, the 1st Bde was conducting operation SAN ANGELO in 
Phuoc Long Pr.:>v:f.n.:e Pear the Cambodian border; and the 3d Bde was condt,cting 
Operation MANCHESTER north of Bien Hoa. The 2d Bde, at the time, had just 

' 

begun an air assault into the Michelin plantation area ne~r Minh Thanh 
(XT 6367) to begin a reconnaissance in force operation in that area prior to 
TET. At 220910 January, 1-501 Inf received its warning order while in flight 
to the Brigade AO. The aircraft were diverted and returned to Cu Chi from 
where the battalion deployed to Hue/Phu Bai the following day._ The 2d Bde (-) 

\ followed irmnediately. The 2d Bde remained OPCON to III MAF and further OPCON 
\ to 1st Air Cav Div until 10 March 68. The activities of 2d Bde during the 
~ period 22 Jan - 10 Mar are included in the after ~ction report at Inclosure 1. 
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(4) ~On 5 Mar 1968, OPe~ational '."control ot the ~ Die, lOllt .A 
Div and 2/ll C&v passed to HQ I., IIFFV and the Div ~ moTed b.r a.ii- to Hue 
hu Bal. The . Di vision Tactical Operations Center "pened, vie ID 8.32145 an 

6 Mir, Cf>CCN t.om MAF and at 002400 Mar, the Divia:ton aaeumed operational 
control or t~ Jd ale, 82d Abn Div (YD Sl7l47) and be~ Operation CAHENTAN I. 
CC 10 Mar, th~ 2d rue, lOlst Abn Div (YD 637275) returned to Division control. 
and CPCCN ot the Di vision passed to the newly created Provieional Corpe 
Vietnam (PCV). At 180000 Kar the 1st Ne, lOlst Am Div~ ~leased trom 
p&rticipation 1n CFERATICll JEB STEWART and returned to D.fvi&ion control. 
·Too ac.tivities or the 1st Bde durin~ operation JEB STEftTAHT are CO"iered in 
the co.'llbat after action report at Inclosure 6. 'With the return ot the let 
We, the Division Task organization for co;1bat in I CTZ was as ehown belows 

J.st B<ie, lOlst Am Div: 

1-327 Inf 

2-327 In! 

2-502 Int 

2d Die, lOlet A ffi Div: 

1-501 w 
2-501 rnr. 

1-502 In! 

~ lkle, S2d Alm Div (Task Farce): 

1-505 In! 
-

2-505 Inf 

1-500 Int 

2-17 Cayalrz 

(5) The lOlet Abn Div officially started OPERATIOO CARENTAN I at 
002400 when the Div l~ assume·d control ot the 'J/82 Abn Div. Th.s operation 
continued a~ t 2/101 Abn ar.d 1/101 Abn joined the Div on 10 And lS Har 
reepectively. i'tENTA was a Resional Reconnai~sance In Force operation 
conduoted in the area generally. fr0ta the Pcrtmm River south ot tfl:e Gity 
northwest to vie Camp Evane and trOJI ffw.1' QL-1, northout to tho Clalt ~ 
Tonkin When the let B:le returned to Div control on l8 Mar the AO -.a u-
teooed south of Hue to Tic East4/est \Eid 05 to include the -.rea 1,n vhioh 
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(t.) ~arly in the after~~-o~ '~~ - 9 ·AprJ1 tho 2d Ede Forward Air 
Control:er observed what appeared to be S-lO 122nin rocket poeiti9ns vie 
!D ~721. Arty and two tactical &ir . strikes .. we1·e employed a~ainst tre su.&­
pe1,;ted loell.tions • . A platoon f1·~,m C-1-502 Inf was air-li!ted into the are&. 
As eoon as tre artillery wa:s illted the plat oon was in~rted at 1400 hrs to 
r{cid th~ ar8&. 'I~e quick reaction re su1 ted . in 9xl22nm rockets ca~tured. 
The r ocketa had been positioned on bamboc rails arxi were aimed at \Ca.mp Evans. 

(b) During the 1st week in April th~ 2-501 Inf was s\~curing 
~~·t.mcier Beach (IJ 4955) and Fire Support .B&11e HARD(:CBE vie YD 4.)0519. ~econ 
operations ·were conducted throughout the area to obtain in!ormati on on enemy 
~trtJ..'1.gthe and dispoeit.ions. On 10 A~il, hard intelligence ind1cat.ed an 
enemy build up vfc Thonh Phuoc Dien (YD 4748). In responee to the intelligence 
information A...;:-501 began a RIF from FSB HARDCORE to an attack poeition vie 
YD 471490 while D-2-... 501 \:Onducted an air aeaa.ult to an 1Z vi~ YD 4794Sl. 
Both companieo begar. a coordinated attack ~ the villa~e &!ter artil~ery arid 
TAC' Air pre~·d the objective. At 13171 both companies ei;t&.blished c:Ontaet 
vi.c YD 472489 and YD 473484. TAC Air ani artillery were employed~ ~d, ae 
sr<?U1'1d contact continued it be Oll!le obviou~ that the tvo comp&nies wcr:~ 
engaged with a si1able enetey" .force. At 18441 the batt&lion wa~ relie,red ot 
ito\ responsibility to secure the beach and firebase and immediately t-J,r-llfted 
B C~ .into the objective area to h!lp establish & cordon a:rourld the enei)ly 
fore~ prior to darlaless, After the cordon was est.ablished, 81.mn mortai·e 
were ineerteci to bolster the cordon. The three companies rJaintained l~b 
alert during th~ night and employed continlloua illumination and artillery• 
Throl1ghout the night the en~ employed . SA/AW RPG and mortar fire in n~'Il-
erous unsuccessful attempts to escape the cordon. The following mornin,g , 
helicopter gunships 1 artillery and seven ES (CS) launchers were employe~ 
against the enemy poai tion followed by TAC Air. At 1230 h?!s 1 Co D and ) 
Co B (-) attacked the village from the southea.!St to northwest into the l 
blocking positions of Co A S.:\d the remainder of' Co B. The objective wa;s 
swept by midafternoon iooeting only scattered resistance. The entire or.~r­
ation reeul.ted in 66 NVA KIA, 13 NVA Pi/ 1 21 individual. weapons ant4 5 C?:;ew 
stirved weapone ce.pt\i.i~fld, plus nume'°oue munitions and miscellaneou~ ~l.d.p:nent. 
The oper1.tt on '~·\.;.o.d dealt a significant blow to the 6th Jn, SJ.2th NVA Regt 
Friencil.y oaaw.ltiee ~re 7 KIA and · 35 WIA ! 

( o) Ott the morning or 20 April the 2-17 Cav 01 depU!;r¥i with 
Trp A conducting "° dil5mounted teconnaiesance in rorce vie Y.D 6029 I S<)uth w.,.t 

of An Lo Bridge (YD 624302). 2d PlatoQ'l 1 A-3•5 Cav (atoh'd to 2-17 C&v) 
wae located atk Lo Brid&e. (YJ1>2,jO), and Trp B1 2-17 Cav "1.th one Platoon o:! 
MllJ arzoored pertionnel carriers was cond\lcting a re·connaissance in force 
oper.ation northweet of An Lo bridge. At 1045 hours, B Trp observed •1l'1d en­
gaged in NVA platoon vie YD 613326. B Troop continued to dewlop the contP.-ot 
de t t1rm1ning that the enemy .force was an NVA comp8117 .. It was aleo die covered 

1 
,.~ 
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th&t the et~Nlll between the ' 'eri~)~ i· and ' Tri> ··a was riot fordable, (See !'itr.ire 1, 
below).. It was readily --pp&rent that"the ·enemy's position. was bounded on the 
nwth and south bt natural oba~Clet! ~\~.:Immed~ately- Trp A: was heli-llrt:.ed f'rom 
its poeitjt:>n southwest · or An lo _bridge"; into an LZ vie YD 6123.38 and then moved 
overland into a blocking.position .:vie ·YD 609332~ thereby ireventing any. es.cape 
from the west. While A 'l'rp lf&e .. being 11..tted in to poai tion i.rtill.ery- am TAC 
Air placod withering !'ire on the enemy poeition . .. Simultaneoualy, B Trp moTed 
around the marshy area on the ·south to .attack the village from the east. Ae · 
B Trp was moving into its attack position ·uc YD 629.335 1 the attached Cav Plt 
'(2-3-5 Cav) moved from An lo Bridge. to · join the attack, B Trp usaulted with · .. 
\he two mech&ni1ed pl& toone abreast and the · intantry- platoon following close~ 
hhind. By 11115, the entire vi.11.ap 'had boen swept. The action resUlted in 
33 NVA m, 6 NVA PW•1, 18 indivi.dual. ·anct 1 crew· served v~pone captured. The 
tntire OP8f4tion rseulted in only- S US WIA (3 evac). 

·. " .... :~ . : ~ :'· .: ., ·~ .... ' . . ~ ... . 
(c1) CD 2l !prilj"O;& D :~SOl nre ·conductin& a reconnaieaanoe 

in force opC"ation Tio ID 7530 in reipon8e ··to intelligence build up in the 
area. At 144S hr• Co C ob1erftd 2 VC . nc ·YD 7S43ll. The ~anp&ll7 en.gaged the 
en~ Jcllling one and capturing .One/Al~?• The Cornp&Z1)" pursued the cea, inti> 
the · village ot Thon ·1t1m Doi (YD 7531) where thq establiehed contact w1 th an· 
Cll!\Y' .platoon. Co C deplo19<1 ·.along · the 1outl!east corner ot the village em­
pl01iJig hMVT artillery- ind 4 tactical· &iretrike1 ~gainat the . en~ posit.ion. 
Ao the oontaot dewloped, the eneiQ' ·ci4ploy-ed AW,~ RPG &?Xi 82mm mortar fire 
againat the triendly torcee. Co D Working· adj&cent to Co C moved in around the 
northeaat side or the Tillage. · The eneDJ1 i'orce was turthe~ ·evaluated to be a 
compan3" and juet prior to darkness Conq:aniei A & B 2-501 Inf were heli-litted 
into the .northvest and eoutmreat aides of the village, respectively-. The 
cordon was completed at 1910• · ArtillerJ" and eontinuows artificial .f'lareehip 
illuminati'on were employed t.hroushout the night. During the ·night, the enemy 
made 1ever&l. unaucceeeful attempts to escape the cordon • . The enemy's per­
eistant · r.ttempts to ea cape I however; ·· turther reintor~d the fact that a size­
able torce had been trapped in ' the .. oordon. At tiret light, as the frier¥ily­
torcea began ~losing into the· vill.&ge ·thet agd.n ·received heavy AW/ru'G'and 
mortar tire. Hea'V)" artille17 and 6 TAC Air . strikes were employed throughout 
the df.Y'• Captured documents indicated aat ··tb• · •MllO" tcrce was the 4th 
Comp&lV' (heavy we•pons) ot . the 812th NVA. Re:gt. The attacking !orcee con-
tinuud to meet stiff resiat.-noe aa ·the action continued into the late &tter­
noon. At 1716.hour• th• lat >.RVN -Dineion Raoon COJDP&n7 (The Black Panth~ 
Foroee) waa heli-litted in t.o join the aouthlm portion e>t th• cordon, and the 
222 RF Co!npany moved· overland trom Quang 'Dien no ID- 6833 to join the cordon 
in the north. 47 NVA were killed 'diu•ing the d&J' aa the contact continued into 
tile night. The cordCll was continued ~8 artiller71 ila1ntained oantinuoue illmd.­
n& tion and bombarded the . mielQ' poaitione .throughov.t the aecond nig~t of'. oontaot. 
A' r~duction in en~l1J7 reaistance ..-e noted and at ti.rat light the village was 
r""r"tl "-4.t.h ut.iJ .. lecy anc.1. TAC Air. then :companies A. & D attacked from the nobth 

' --t. 
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through the villaee towards the blocking poeitions on the south. The 
operation resulted in 74 . NVA KIA, 1 NVA/n·1 and 1.3 weapons CQptured or des­
troyed. Friendly caeua.J. ti'.es fo1• the entire .3 day operation were 12 US WIA. 

(e) Approximately 1400 hrs, 28 April the 1st ARVN Div Recon 
Company, while operating in close coordination with Div for-:es along the Song 
Bo Hiver vie ·YD 6929 repcrted a si,'5nificant enemy force located vie Yo 6828. 
Reacting in response to this report, 1-501 Inf with 4 rifle companie~and .3 
platoons of popular force troops move·i overland and by helicopter to estab­
lish a . cordon arotmd the a.rea. (See figure 2, below). The rapid responee 
caught the enemy by· ~urprise. During the remainder of the afternoon· &nd 
thro\18hout the nig:·,t, the enemy attempted to escape the cordon. Each attempt 
was repuleed utilizing tremendous amounts of heavy artillery, helicopter gun­
ships and continuous artificial illu.'Uination during the night. The follOlr-
ing 'morning (29 April), the friendly !arces in the northern "neck". or the 
cordon began to push into the village. Illlnediately they r:-.et stii'f resistance 
f'roiU enemy forces with SA/AW/PJ'G in f'ortii'ied bunkers. The battle raged 
t,hroughout the day with allied terce Mlting- little progreea. &.-1-501 Int 
was inserted into tho ccrdon· ·to .bolster the northern position. · Ml06 recoil­
less riflee and Sl.zmn mortars were air lifted in to add additional !ire power 
as TAC Air atid artillery continued to pound the fortified enem;y. ES (CS) 
dispersere were also inserted and integrated into the cordon as plans were 
made to attack the following r.1orning. The actions on 29 April accounted for 
64 en~r dead. Throughout the night, the enem;r continued his violent, yet 
unsuccessful attempts to escape. The enemy estimated at battalion size 
massed AW/RPG/ and mortar fire while trying to rush a platoon size force 
through the cordon vie YD 694284. Recoilleei:J rifles and claymore mines were 
an effective deterent to the would-be escapees. The artificial illumin~tion 
and heavy artillery continued throughout . the night. The enerJy resistance 
wae beginning to fade al though savage fighting continued all day 30 Ai:rilo 
r:ontact continued dµring the night or 30 April - 1 May. Twice during the night,, 
enemy for,ces tried to escape the cordon··but were driven back. A Hoi Cha:lh 
who rallied during the contact and several Prl•s identifi,ed the enemy unit u 
the Sth Eh, 9oth NVA Regt. Early in the morning, .e. psywar arptW. was made 
by a loudspeaker to the trapped enemy. The psJ1War operation was made in 
conjunction with the TAC Air Strikes on the village. After several air etrikea 
ha.d b~n made, the Hoi Chanh made an appeal to the trapped enemy to eurrender. 
A!t~r a .pause, the forward aiz- . controller would direct a long, low, ecre&:D-
1.ng J)6es over the village, then the loudspeaker made another appeal for 
surrender telling the trapped eoldiere that the next paes would be for real~ 
Sufficient time wae g1 ven for believers to react then the aircraft were directed 
in "live" to further convince any doubters. · Thia technique directly innuenced 
the 95 NVA/PW's who surrendered during the day. The peyope mission was fol­
lowed· by a CS drop and more tactical air strikes. Th6 enemy had weakened 
considerably as eubst'antW advances were ;11ade into the villaee and the 

aordon w.a.s further consolidated. T.he day's action resulted in an additional 

q 

AltfMliM, 
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141 NVA ICTA 1 and 75 weapom captitred. Continuous pressure was maintained 
throughout the night of 1-2 ·Hay. Ere my atter11r.,s to escape decreased and 
his fire power was consid(:rabl~~ reduced as artillery and TAC Air had elim­
inated his indirect wea:rone. P\'l 'e indicated heavy casualties had been 
sustained and the remainder had heen without food. for several days. On 
2 Hay the sweep of the viµagc was completed •.. For several more days friendly 
elements rer.1ained in the 8rea to completely SP,arch the area for weapons 
and· other items of intellieence value. The .total results of this highly 
successful operation netted 314 ~rvA KIA, 107 NVA/P1'4 1s and 103 weapons 
captured. Friendly casua.lt.ies were l~ KIA, ·a WIA (17 .i..VAC). Investigation 
after the action confirmed that the enemy tmit was the 8th lb, 90th NVA 
~e.i~t and that during. the action the Bn Commander, Executive Officer an1 
3 Compa.ny Co.T.manders had been kilJ ed. · The five day operation had rendered 
-the enemy battalion ·rirtually ineffective for a considerable period of ti.me. 

(12) The actions cited· above are .by no means the only actions coniucted 
during the period. These actions accol.mt for a small portion or the 1SS2 
onemy killed during the operation. · ·They do, however, point out the methods 
which ha.ve been successfully employed by the Di,rision in the coastal. plains 
a.round HJ.lo. These methods are significant in that they a.re simple, compre­
hensive, interrelated and, most sighH'icanUy, that they were ~n.iccessful. 
There iis one additional principle that has al.so ereatly enh~· ,'.·; , .; ~'-; ese 
Operations J that is I the extension Of "night Operations II to :l.J'. (..~\4..:' '.1 i:. 1"'.f!t.­

lfOrk of ambush sites established ni.~htly throughout the AO. · Tht. D:.vision 
has averaged 50 squad/platoon size ambush posjtions each ni0ht. !;1 operation 
CARENTAN I & II, these night operations have accounted for approximately 
6(),t o.~ the total ·.fighting for .the period. A more detailed accol.mt of 
enemy caaualty and equjpment losses durinc the pE."riod is included at 
paragraph c_ (Intelligence) below, Operation CA.-:.;..ETAN II continues throueh the 
end of the repcrting period. 
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The original concept of the operation is discussed at Inclosure 10. 

(a) The initial concept of operation was changed on 17 April 
1968 at which time the brigade received a FRAG 0 directing' that the 3d ARVN 
Al:n Task Fer ce would assume responeibili ty for the clearing or Hw:r 547A. 
The ARVN Abn Task Fa-ce would also air assault into a ~ secured by' elements 
of the 1-327 Inf and provide one battalion to assist i.n seciiring LZ VEGHEL. 
The mission of the 2-.502 Inf was chanr,ed to conduct reconnaieaance in fore~ 
operations in the Rao Nai Valle~·. The date for the air assault remained 
unchan:·ed. 

(b) The LZ fCJ" the air assault of the 1-327 Inf into the Delta 
Junction Area was changed from Hill (YD 546G'+9) to vie YD 556030.. This was 
due to the inability of the Hill to be satisfactorily cleared vi:th tactical air 
includine 2000 lb daisy cutters. As this locaticn was the prime conaideration 
tor establishment or LZ VEGHEL doubt was now a:ast as to the practicallit7 ot 
this as it would undoubtedly require a major engineer effort. In view or 
this the decision as to where LZ V'J~L would be located was witheld tmtil 
after the air assault. 

(c) Excluding ·'(a) & (b) above, the operation was initiated 
on 19 April 1968 ae planned. Early in the-morning or 19 April the 2-502 
Inf and 2-327 In! launched attacks to fix and destroy eneiey forces operating 
west of Fire Base BASTOCTIB. The air assault of the 1-327 Inf conm~nced r.t 
llOOH with Company C making the initial a.~sault. An aircra.!t in the tiret 
wave at llOJH developed mechanical problems and crashed on the LZ.-~resulting 
in 6 casual.ties (5 fran C-1-327, 1 crew member) none serious. C-1-327 
closed on the I.Z at ll30H and secured the location for the displ&ceimnt ot 
this remainder ot the battalion. The air assault was completed at 1237H. 
en -the rollowjng day the 6th ArlVN Abn Ih air assaul.ted into the same LZ 
which w~ etill secured by C-1-327. The relief of the 2-502 Inf b7 the 1-502 
Inf at Bfl.STOCllE ~s effected on 20 April. Thie was !oll.C*ed by the air 
assaulting or the 2-502 lnf into an LZ vie YD 558028 on 21 April. The re­
maining two battalions (Jd and 8th) or the 3d ARVN Al::n Taek Force air assaulted 
into the same LZ on 22 and 23. April respectively. During this period 19-21 
April elements of the 1-327 Inf wex:.e involved in heavy fighting to eeise ob­
jectives 1 and 2 vie YD 550036 and YD 54302s· respectively. On the evening ot 
21 April the 2-5C2 Inf was given the mission to rel~ the 1-327 or ndeeion 
to seize objective 2 (YD543028). Cb 22 April after four daya of heavy fight­
ine the 1-327 Inf seized objective 1 (YD 550036) and C-2-502 Int eeised 
objective 2 (YD543028). Elements of the 3d ARVN Abn Task Force were engaged 
in heavy fighting vicinity YD 565~3 and Hill 333 (YD 546049). Ch 28 April 

. ' the Jd ARVN Abn Taek Fcrce crossed the Song Bo Rh-er vie YD 528035 and iooved 
:.vest lnto the. Pa~ NhQ ValJ ~y, the ~~502 Inf ori~nted w~st jnto tre Ra.o Nai ,, 
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Valley lea~g the 1-327 Int in the Del ta Junction Area. The 2-327 int was 
operating west or Fire Base B:\STOCNE and north of FM,r 547. All el~nts are 
in this general posture at the close of the reporting period. The dense 
triple canopy juncle and the steep ru::ged mountains presented a formidable 
obstacle to operatiQJls· in the area. Weather conditions severely hampered 
air operations. Enemy ground contacts in the area were sc•ttered and gen­
erally the ene!IlY force was squad eize or smaller. Enemy initiated activities 
were predominately rocket and mortar stand off attacks. Some anti-aircraft 
!ire was experienced in the area. Several large m'\ll'li tione oaohee we1'e al.Bo 
discovered. 

(d) Resultsaa Q~ 30 April 1968 (does not include ARV?i): 

Friendly l9ssee Enemy losees 

40 KHA 
206 WHA 
1 MHA 
2N~ 

221 NVA KIA (C) 
l NVA FW 
5S SA 
19 C/S 

b. CHEMICAL OPERATIONS. During the period February through April 196S; 
chemical activities of the Division included aerial and grol.Dld employment o! 
RCA CS, aerial and groune based.defoliation ope~ations, aerial smoke operations 
and personnel detector operations. 

(1) i\Ci~ Operations: 

(a) Non-persistent RCA CS has been used extensively in con­
junction with preparatory fires on fortified hamlets north and northwest o! 
Hue during Operation CARENTAN. The CS deli very systems used inclvJ.e El58 
CS Cannister Clll!ters, ES Tactical CS Iaunchere, locally fabricated CS 
.~enade dispensers and 4.2 CS mortar rounds. Use of CS in preparations ie iu 
consonance w1 th the lOlst Airborne Division's poli\:y or wide i•anging ~o<Xl­
n.aUeance ahd rapid concentration or units to fix and deotroy the enemy once 
located. The CS is integrated into supporting firee, p-i.Jl".arly in a target 
softening ::-ole. 

(b) Five examples ot these operat.ione s.re described belowr 

.!. Action 7-S April l96S vie YD 6729 (54te figure 3, below) 

~ At 0810 hours on 7 April, an ambush element o! B-1-501 
was returning from their night ambush position to the company base area whe.~ 

it was fired upon from the western ed€'.e of the village, by what was later 
I,,_ 

' . ~ ,. . ... . .' ' ,," 

~::t ,('_ .~ ·, • ,, " . '~ 
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eatim&ted to be a c~ a!le VC/NVA foroe. Another ambUah element linked 
up with the platoon (-) and engaged · the enan7 with organic weapons. At 0915, 
cor1t&ct was broken and the platoon ( +) moved on to the company base. The 
company then eet up blockit18 positions on the west side or the village. !tC" 
Co:npany, 1-501 moved into the area north of the village and established 
blocking positions. B-1-5051 conductin;; RIF operations to the east, was 
lifted across the river by helicopters and proceeded to sw~ep to the west. 
~ad elezoonts came t.mder heavy SA/AW fire from the small villaze to the east 
or · the initial contact. They pulled back and called for artillery and a.ir­
etrikes and included 20 rounds CS .fro~ their organic 4.2 mortar. It was 
eoon determined that this complex was heavily bt.mkered and well defended. 
By this time it was late afternoon and plans were made to continm the &tuck 
the t'ollaring d&7 • 

~ The · next morning C-1-501 began at first light to 
D>ve s:: around B-1-501 toward the riwr. At 0930 a CS preparation was pl&ced 
on the village and toll.owed b)" artillery and air strikes. The initial CS 
pass waa at 1500 feet and delivered .four El5S C&nnister Cluaters which im­
pacted on the weatern edge of ihe village, covering about 70% ot it with agent. 
The wind at this time was westerly at 7 to 10 knots, with a neutral temper­
ature 31"adient. Light and .medium artillery and four air strikes followed 
the cs. By late morning, c-1-501· moved into attack positions west of the 
village. 

.£ Upon completion or the final air strike at 1150 
hours, additional CS was placed on the village. Two El58's were droi~ped, 
again from 1500 .feet on the. target line, in order to suppress expected ground 
fire. Next, using the rocket pod grenade drop system, 192 grenades were 
dropped in the village. The CS pass Wa8 ·closely followed by 192 HC grenades. 
A final pus was made at 1500 .feet to drop the remaining two El58'e on a tree 
l~.m along the NE comer or t~e village from which !ire was coi.:J.ng. The 
wind direct.ion wa.s now al.most northerly, and the village was co:npletely 
cO"Tered w1 th agent. Artillery was again employed and the two companies on 
the north and west began sweeping through this village 1 and later the one to 
the eut. During the sweep of the v1ll ages and the surrounding area, the 
co~pany killed or found the bodies of 31 enemy. 

~ . The ground comnandera praised the effects ot the CS 
and felt that it had eigni!ic.antly increased the effecti venees of the artillery 
etrikee, and had aseis.ted them in their ae~ults across the open rice land 
wrrourding the vill.8.ges. 

l Action 9 April 1968 vie YD 6828 (See figure 4 1 below) 

lJ 

--
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a CG 8 April, tJB lat Battalion (Abn), SOSth Intant.27 
?Ude he&'f7 c:ontact with a suspected canpaey ftiae NVA .torce.in the village or 
Phuoe !en, vie ID 6802SO. Bravo arxl Charlie ot th• 1-505 reintorced b7 
Alpha o! the let Battalicn (Abn) 501.et In!antry cordoned the vUlage ldlile 
TAC Air and artille17 were called in • ... The cordon wae maintaJ,ned throush the 
night &Id, on 9 April, BraTO and Charlie irepared to sweep trom the south 
and veet reepectinl.7 lt'hile Alpha moved from it& poaitione to the nt}rt.h. 

: .. :- . 

.2 Ae the sweep began, , CS Srenadea were dropped on a 
generally eut-we1t line to aid Alpha and Charlie 1n •tering the village. 
Winds were 00 at 8 to 10 knots and the temperature gradient we.a lapse. 
Br&TO oompan7, which did not han protective ma.alee waited \lltil tbl agent 
cloud cleared the Yillage betcra lldn."lcing. At llS5, coincident vi.th the 
cs drop, Alpha mom toward the village, acraea 150 msters o! open growxl 
receiving light miper tire, but su!!ering no oaaualtiee. .llpha completed 
th• e:weep into the dllaee east ot the l'inr, tlking aner~l detainees • 

.2 Char li• o<apaiv also .wed toward the vill~ u 
tht Cs waa dropped. Thq mooantered th• CS agent ju.t aa they reached th• 
edge ot the "till&&e. At that 'time 1 tbl agent conceatration wu weak but 
pz-otective maaka were required. The comp&?J1' made no contact while the CS 
was in the area, but contact wu r.wle with· an. estimated platoon aize torce 
atter th• agent cleared. 

~ Wind and t«nperature gradient contributed to r1.pid 
dieaipation ot the agent clowi, but the CS did provide sufficient !ire sup­
wes1ion to allov the companies to reach the village without ca.eualtiea. 

!. Alpha company• s sweep netted four NVA bodies prior 
to JDA1clng contact~ 

t. In each case• proteotin JU.5lca wre !ound on or 
near -the bodies. 1be CS agent hid provid-1 euttlcient euppree•ion to allow 
the compe,n~•a to cro.e open ground and enter the Tillage even though at 
least a portion ~r the en•mt tore• vaa equipped with protective maako. 

l .lotion 10 Ap-il 1968 do ?D 471+8 {See figure 51 bilov) 

~ en 10 April 1968,· the 2d Battalion (Am) soat 
Infantry employed RCA ·CS in conjunction with a sweep .operation on tht village 
of Phuoc Dien Tia TI> 475485. The Village was belieftd to ccnt.a:f.n • HVA 
company. 

i. Alpha ccupany, having llWi• initial contact near the 
village, waa rein!orced bf Delta company ehortq atter noon ~en Delta oQl'Q­
pletod a ocabat usault on & IZ .at ot tbt Ti.~e. A.ft..- lJnlMJ.p with Alpha 
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the two companies prep~ecl to sweep from N\-1 to SE throur.h the village. 
Prior to the eweep, !ive ES Tactical CS La.unchere were to be· fir~ into the 
villa:-e, closely followed by airdrop of 192 H7A.3 CS gren&des on the SE aide 
of the villa~. 

~ ·Inrnediately atter the ES•s were fired, both companiea 
moved toward the village throur.h the CS clou:i. Ao they moved forward, they 
killed three NVA who were r.1oving · about in the village. At · 1317, as they 
reached the edge or the village, both companies began receiving SA/AW fire 
and occasional RPG rounde. By this time, t~ CS cloud., drl ven by the re­
latively stiff winds., had paesed through the village. !t had, however, 
el.lowed the cooipeniee to cross appraxi111a.tely 200 r~ters ot open terrain with­
out taking any casual ties. 

_ d Sti!f resistance was enc~untered from bunker can-
plexee w:1. thin the "ji ll°&ge and at 16.30 I contact was broken and TAC Air and 
artill~ry were called on the village. A eweep of the village on 11 April 
yielded 19 NVA KIA, 1 PW and 20 detainees. Ot the 20 NVA tound in the· village, 
two had p-otective Il18.8ka. Tot.al triendly caeualtiea were .3 KIA and 10 WIA. 

e The comrnandere involved fe1t that the CS could h&ve 
contrjbuted more to tb6 operation 11,' it ha.d linger ~"".'1 in the village a longer 
period ot time. The 15 to 20 knot winde coupled with the etrong mid-da7 
lapee coniitione greatl:' accelerated t :·e dissipation or th8 agent cloud. 
Reinforcement ot· the agent cloud w1 th l:sdditional grenade paesee or w1 th add1 tional 
F.8 launchere would have been appropriate when the companies bP.::an receiving 
tire inside the village. At the time such reinforcement was not possible, due 
to non-availability of helicopters and . additional CS munitions. 

!t. Action 18 April 1968 vie YD 72JO (S~e fi~e 6, below) 

. ~ On l~ April 1968, threecompanles ot'the 1st Battalion 
\Aoo) .50lst In! tray-.red an estimated company size NVA farce (later identified 
as 4th Co, let Bn, 803 NVA Regt) in the fortified hamlr;t of Dong Xuyen vie 
YD 7230. With C Compan~r blocking to the north, B Corn~'"l&llY cm the west and A 
Cor·1ran:r t"o the wout 1 ~ , D Co~npany moved into poei tion from the east. D CompP>ny 
received AW fire and RP'.} fire · resulting in 1 US KIA and 11 ~HA. D Comi:any 
withdrew and wai1ed while airetrikeis were called on the viliage. After the 
!inal &iretrike, CS gas was placed on the village and followed 1.miuediately 
by an artillery 'roT. 

b 'lhe CS mission consisted o! three passes, one at l()C() 
feet uB:i.ng one El58 Cluster, and two low level each d~).ivering 192 CS grenadee 
ue!n ,:_; locally fabricated e;renade drop racks. The initial El58 pass was in­
tended to euripress ene !t:' fire for the low level passei> by placing an initial ,, 
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the:y had '. been working wh.ile in OP JEB STEWART. During the reporting period, 
the Divi~ ion has participated in three major unit operations: CARENTAN I, 
CARENTAN :II and DELAWARE. These operations are discussed below. 

!. 



"'11311 I 

AVDG-<:£ 2 4 MAY 1961 
SUBJECT: Operational Report .ot the lOlat Airborne Divis ion for the period 

ending jO April 19681 RCS 1 CSFCR-65 (il) 

concentration or &Jent in the area, Fighte·r aircraft had received A~ and RPG 
fire durllig the prelirnin.l:tr y airstrikee, 

c The El58 landed on tar~t and ef~ .. ecti vely cove?"ed 
the northern portion of the villa3e. Immediateiy following the El58, a low 
level pas~ ·.from NW to SE was made and 192 grenades were dropped along the NE 
eide of the village. On the third pass, NVA were observed moving around in 
the vill~e. As soon t~ s the CS ship cleared the area, the artillery TOT 
was fired on the village. 

2, The CS drops were made at 1800, l.S05 1 and 1815 
respective.ly. Winds were from the NE at arproximt-.tely 10 knots. The tem­
perature gradient was neutral. The target coverage was 100% of the vill&Ge 1 

and l~ of the nnmitions functioned. 

.! A sweep ot the Till.age on 19 April 1968 discovered 
54 NVA bodies, Four AK 47 's and two SKS were captured alDng with nWDl!trous 
SA ammunition, miscellaneous LEE, a large medical kit and 4500 lbs o~ rice 
and docurnen~, Total friendly loe ees for the engagement were 1 US KIA and 
12 WIA, 

!. Again, ground co.illlB.nders coneide~ed the CS munitions 
which were incorporated in the softening fires contributed extensi~ly to the 
impressive body count and helped to reduce friendly casualties. 

IC 

'"-----==-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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tcama and let ATF air and r,rouoo reconnai ssanc~.· 'ere increased. This . . 
intelligence watch paiddividend1s on several occasions, . attacks b7 !ire 
lil9re accura.tel~· predict~d, artd, once launched, ·pre-positioned·reaction 
forces were 1.mnediately brought to bear.,, ,:· .. >· :" .· ,, . •· .. 

• ' ' ;: ' • • \ ' .' ._",. .. ·• · ' ." ' I• ' ' '. .:.: : 

2 At the se.me time-, in ' addition to increasing 1te ac­
tivitie! inillCTZ;-the 10.lst Abn Div (minus its Jd B:ie) was alerted for de­
ployment. to l CTZ. Fereonnel !ram every se.ction under the ottice ot the 
Acors, ~. diepl.P.:ed to I CTZ to establish liaison with existing intelligence 
organizations, US and ARVN unite, and MB.riries, an:i build an intalligence 
data base. : ' · " 

l The Di viaiol) (-j:.:~d~;loy9d :to I CTZ, joining its 2d Bde, 
which had been conductill8 combat operations under . OPCCJf let AGD since 2l+ 
January. The DiTision becne operational on 8 March with the inifJ,aticm. ot 

- Operation CARENTAN I. Initially situated at -GIA IE until Cap E&gle construc­
tion could be completed, the C:Z Section reported direct to II MAF. Liaison 
an:i coordination had been established. with Provisional Corpe, Vietnam, and 
on · 10 ·Ms.rah, PCV was aotivated as the ~ontrolUng US C<r.-ps ~e for the two 
northern pro\''1.n.ees in I CTZw 

i On 27 March, the G2 Section - ~isplaced t,o Cwnp Eagle. 
Having perfected its liaison techniques in .lt CTZ,\~~e Division e'etablished 
ccmtinuing personal contact with PCV, TF XRAY, let 'ARVN Div.~ THUA THIE?i 
Sector, Project Delta (USSF), FOB fl (USSF), and other intellig9nce agencies 
to insure complete exchange ot· current intelligence. , 

(b) ~ Air and II, MID: 

! l Febi-'u~y to 9 March 1968 (Bien Hoa) - during this 
period, ~ Air section conducted rout·ine aerial surveillance and "conn&iosanc'~"· 
functions in the m Corpe Tactical Zone and prepared to move to I Corpe 
'Tactical Zone. The lOlst Airborne Division lma.8ery Interpretation Section 
'w&b !ully oi)erational and under CJ>CW ot · the 02 Air Section. The lma&ery .. 
Interpretation (II) Secti·on conducted aerial obler~ion supplemented b7 
hani-held photography. Primary efi'ort.19 of the .II Section were directed to-
ward Imagery . Interpretation and tugeting. A s19te tar recording &rd 
stm-ing <i..z.ta hue. in!orma.tion 1ii&8 developed during this period~ ot parti ... 
cular significance during this period was the eocrdinat.ed nr'Veillance and 
reconna.is~ance of the Bien Hoa mortar/rock0t belt during the 'IJT Dffeneive. 
Thie wu accompliahed by using 0-lE aircraft, armed hell.copters and AN/I'PS-
25 Ground Survtillanoe Radar. Also during this period, one G2 Air/II o!ficer 
waa aent to the tonrard CP iJt I Corpe to 8St&blleh liaison and obtain the 
!Standard optrr.4t.ing trocedure f'or utilization Qf aerial aurveillanoe and 
reo011naiseance a11ets in I Cor1>9. 

19 

·- -- -. --·- . ~ -- ---
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2 · 7 March ~to 24 ··, MA.rch . ..;:.on · 1-. March the G2 Air aection - ·' . ~ ... . \., 

moved by air from -Bien Hoa to . Gia ;, r.e ·. ·~; .. J,'The:.,, c;2 ·Air eection became operational 
in I Corpe at 1200 hours ·: orf s ·: Match when .:telephone .,and radio communications 
were eetabliehedc In ·this · sa:ne period, _ the · II . section· moved, by echelon, 
t" I 'Corp!. Initial coordination was established with Ill" Marine Amphib­
ious Force (II:t-:Hll) · anLProvisionu: Corpe ~ VietnamJPCV) when the 101.et 
Airborne Division came Under the-OPCON o!,~ the latter. Aeeete for visual 
:feconnaieeance were . obt&ined ' rrom Northern VASAC Coordinator utilizing the 
220th Reconnaissance Aircraft · Coniillny (RAC)~-:< UP to : .30 -hours ot 0-lE !ly­
ing tinm ~re ma~e available : to the ~ Diviaion . daily. , In addition coordi-
11ation was effected to obtain: <me"(l) 'AN/TKQ-2 Ol"ound Data Link Station 
from III MAF tar direct re~-out·, ot .SIAR ~- ima!:;ery in support of lOlet Air­
borne Division operations~\Vln·,,th'e?lattef ' : portion '.: ot .this period the 
ANfTKQ-2 ~ourd Data Link Station·J)ecaine:{operationar ·at. Camp Eagle &rd 
gr~aUy ·ad• in reducing the \t:lm9~·;l)E,tw:e'~ ~lensing · m¥l ' engagement ot enemr 
.,......,, t ta · · · . .-.~ ... ~ ~~,.~:~)·:~:, .. :~ t-:-' '::~ \~:~:-. :: ~ ~~ · :~~..-:.-.;-= ·~/·: _\. !'-:· • •• -: _. ·: • ••UY.long &rge • · . . , .. .. ·.,· ~.1 -. __ t;.~1 ··~.t ~ ~~ "'j• -t. : ·.• ... -.~ .. ; ·~ .... ~,[~~\- ~ ~ .~ ~.· ..... :..: ' ': . · _ · 

; ::- :'' ~~\;:~E.i.~ ·~i~~fi~;,,:~iif~ji:'i'~~':~~;.~ .~\~k~~R<tf:i~:L•:; (>:i . ·, · 
- l . ,24 Mar·ch ':.to.'·~ 30 .,iJ;rif/'f968-:·~·;'on·: 24 March the ~ Air 

eeation d.eployed to ite preeent'~· looation · at .. Camp Eagle. All elements ·ot the 
II eection h&d completed their mov~ . and{the ·'aection :was op~ational. During 
this period, tho G2 ·Air section ,in conjuctionwith the . II section prepared 
terrain malysi! and comucted .· extensive ' reconnaiss"ance for Operations . 
Carentan ! 1 Carentan II and Delaware. ' :·Also .during this period, as J&rt of 
an intensifi~ training programj'. several personnel were sent to lat Mili­
tary Intelligence &l (MIPARS) in-couritry schools · for c;z Air- and Imagery 
Interpretation Training. An II aerial obeerTer ·course was conducted at 
Camp Eagle tor Division aerial observe~a. Numero\US liaison trip! were 
made to III MAF 1 220th RAC 1 2.45th SAC 1 Detachment B1 lat MIBARS, and PCV 
t\l !r.iprove the aerial surveillance and reconnaissance effort in the PCV 
area. 

(e) Enemy Order ot Battle, MID: 

.! The period of 1 February .- .30 April was 1'.l&rked b;r · 
movement of the OB Section from Bien Hoe.~ · CTZ) to Camp E(:8le (I CTZJ. 

~ The Order ·ot Ba.ttle Section conl!listed of six men at the 
time ot i te deplO)'W'nt to ICTZ • ... . Five men i:reeeded the Di rls ion Headquarters to 
ICTZ while one ma:, remained at Bien Hon to suppc:rt- remnants ot Division 
Headquar~re a.ML the .3d Me, ·lOlet Am Div. The five men sent ahead t,o 
XCTZ were stationed with the 3d Marine Division, 1st Air Cav Divieioh, and 
II MA.F. \·lhile s1~at iotied w1. th theee unite in the capacity ot liaison tor 
the 1018t Abn Div, each man learned the enemy eituation and obtained com-
plete eets or OrdElr ot Battle :files .from each of the uni ts. The culmination 
ot their etf'orte wa.e the production ot a 212 page Order of Battle handbook 
that organized in ! . · meaningtul fashion all in.formation collected by each man. 
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l Since a1·riviri3 r: t C<.u:1p Ear.le, the Ord~r of Battle 
section has been expanded to 11+ men with one man at each brigade supporting 
the s2. The order of battle section al~ .. o has included \rlthin its duties 
target nomination for. GJ Air/FSE. 

1z. The section has since been reorganized internally to 
meet its additional com:dt.t.ments. The OIC and NCOIC are . primarily responsible 
for target nomin<:tion and supervision of aJ.l Order of Battle functions. Two 
·Order of Bat':.le tea.ms have been cre<~ted on an area coverage baeis and as 
such are responsib,le for all ene~r actions within their respective areSB. 

2. Since arriving in IGTZ the Order of L-ttle Section has 
produced numerous studies concerning the enellzy' situation, enemy tactics, 
enem;r organization ani projected enemy actions. The Order or Battle Section 
has also been responsible for a large araount of input to the Daily 1.ntelligence 
Smmnary. 'lhe tEI' get norm.nation section or OB has nomin.:it.od in the neighbor­
hood of 150 tar gets f'ran the period 21 Bl'..rch to 30 April. On 21 Api-il the 
Order of Battle Section published a. coriplete u¢ate to the Order of' Battle 
Handbook previously published. 

( d) CI am I~l,1 1'ITD: 

1 Durins the period coverea, the l{[D planned and accom­
plished a majcr U."lit movement . into Camp :·:;a .. :le. °This was executed in such a 
manner th~t the HID remained opera-, ional at all times. 

2 Coordin~tion and control personnel were sent !orwara. 
from each 5ection to make initial contact with operational. counterparts in 
the area. These personnel were followed by the Advance Party consistine; 
of personnel from each section. Coordin ··ting personnel and Advance Party 
Ferson.'1.el formed the. nucleus for operations in the forward area for apprax­
i.':latelzr three weeks. These personnel we:-e followed by the main body which was 
sent forward wi°th other Di vision eleroonts as operational r equireJOOnts dio­
tated. Until the main body arrived at Camp Eagle, an MID Office'r acted as 
the ore Of the forward elem'ent. ·He organized the MID base camp and dirocwd 
operations as instruct~d by the.101 ,·JD C0 1 who was kept abreast of the needs 
of fcti-ward and rear elements by continuous visj ts and through comaunications 
facilities. At iresent 1 there are four i"iersonnel at Bien Hoa Base Camp, 
responsible for rear operations. All other persom:e·1 are operating at Division 
Headquarters, Camp Eagle a.ni at the Brig ,..ide Headquarters. During the eame 
period, the l8lst HID was amalgamated into the lOlst MrD. It was .formerly 
in support of the lat B:ie 1· lOlst Abn Div. The lOlst MID also acquired the 
9th ARVN NID. 

.l Ini tial.ly upon arriving at Camp Eaele 1 the If''l Section 1 

in ~onjunction with, the Office or the Provost Marshal, coordinated for the 
use of the 3/82d Al::n Dia...~..Ca~.vtiieh..w.a.a-1J:L.the vicird.ty of Camp Eaµe. _,,,_ 
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This gave the section imnedi&te facilities for PO.'/ interroGation. The IF:·/ 
Section made iurnediMte coordination with the Collection Branch ot PCV. Ther; . . 

also coordinated withIII MAF to insure proper reporting iroceduree and for­
mate. In addition, the IFrJ Section arl'ani:ed for the exchange or IPW re­
ports with the 1st ARVN Division. HID personn~l can 1nterrogl'1.te their PW 1 a 
at any time it may become necessary. The IPW Section has had much assis­
tance fror:i the attached 9th ARVN JtlD which has been deployed down to Brigade 
level. The per~onnel are especiallJr hcipful in providing efficient docu­
ment readouts and also assistin.~ in IVitJ · interrogatior.. 

!±. Immediately upon ar ··hral at Ca.tnr:' Eagle, Countel'intelligence 
personn~l made coordination with CI POI, 525th i·:i ~oup Office at Hue, CI 
MACV Hu,, CI MA.CV Phu. Bai, and other intelligence agencies. Arrangements 
were made for mutuo.l. exchange of .intellieence reports during liai!'on vi1its. 
Lia:.1.son was initiated with District, village, and hamlet chiete in order to 
acquire information. Counterintelligence personnel conducted • thorough 
survey ~,f civilian employees in Camp Eagle for the purpose or reco~ending 
proper security measures and for establishing an informant net within these 
workers. Significant strides have been ma.de in the recruitment ot sources 
from these employees. 

2. Prior to the Division 1s· movement to Camp Eagle, Counter­
intelligence personnel made periodic visits to all Division units to insure 
that excess classified material was being properly destroyed by burning. 
Post evac1;ation checks of all Di vision base camps were conducted to insure 
the above. 

NOTE: As a result of diligent work prj or to movement, the lOlst MID was 
able to establish an excellent living and workh;g area. Prior planning con­
sisted, among other thint;s, 'of insuring that proper amounts of tentage, 
defensive material and working supr·lies were at hand prior to movement. 
Rear elements const'antl:· monitored the needs of the forward party to insure 
ad equate re suppl:.r. 

(2) wng Range Fa.trol (LlP) Company. 

(a) At the beginr:inti of this rep-:rting period Co F 1 Seth Int 
(IRP) was being utilized as a security force f0r the Division Head;uarters 
in Eien Hoa RVN (III Corps TZ). On 12 F.ebru.sry 1S6S, a 12 man security dc­
tach~nt was sent to the I Corps Tactical Zone f~r security of the adv&nce 
plannin ::'. group of the Diyjs:ion. On 27 Febr1 ?;,.ry 196S, the remainder o! the 
co:nplinJ', which was orerat:inr; ~:t appro:xiM~t"'lY 60;~ strength, ckployed to 
Gia I.e, ICTZ. 

d.; 

~ 

I 
~· 
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(b) Q-1 i.farch 196S~ the Co.11pany received the iniesion of securit)' 
for the opening of the new: camp, Camp ihgle, retaining the ·mission for the 
month of Harch. ~Hth the security ·mission :of Camp Ear,le, the Company con­
ducted ahort range reconnaissance· patrols and local ambush J>atrols. In 
addition to the security or CSJap Ea.~le, during the Jnonth Of April the Company 
also was design.::>.ted as the Division reaction force. The Company was called 
upon to provide securit:t for three downed helicopters during the ;,1onth. All 
training conducted durin~ the · perioo was OJT. Due to the lack of equipnent 
and the non-availabili~y or aircraft during this reporting period, Co F1 5Sth 
Inf (IRP), did not orerate as a Long ~l&nge Patrol Cornpany. 

(3) 265th RR Comrani: Due to the nature or the classi!ic~tion of 
this unit •s mission, their · report was forwarded thru Radio Res.earch channels 
to CO, 509th Radio Research Croup. 

'(4) IEnemy Situation. 

(a) 1 Feb 68 - S Mar 68: 

1 During this per) od the lOlst Abn Di vision was located in 
the II.I Corre Tactical Zone. Contacts with enem:.· unj ts during th:i s period 
~~re a result of the VC T.~T Offensive, as the enemY remained within striking 
distance of the populated centers. 
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~ Dur1n~ t he. month of februsry the lOlst Abn Divieion 
engaged the enemy in sever9'1 small contacts. The most significant or these 
con tA.cts occured ii:unedir:.tel~,. nort,h of Bien Hoa as elements o! the Jd B::l.e 1 

lOlst Abn Div cont.acted elements of the 275th VC Regiment along the south 
banks of the Sonr; Dong Nai. Durine the latter part of February element~ ot 
the lat ale, · 101st Atn Div deployed to Phu Eai, Thua Thien Province in the 
I Corps Tactical Zone to join the 2nd Bde, lOlst Abn Div. The 101.st Abn 
Div ITT's becwne operational in ICTZ on 8 i·iay 68. 

(b) 8 March - 30 April: On 8 Harch 60, upo:-l the initiation 
of Opera.t ~on Carentnn, the ene~r disposition w;.~s :-is f 61.lows: \fithin the 

NVAB~ttaiion, subordi;r.te to the 5th NVA Regiment was identii'iE:d in Hue 
d urin;:: T.:.·:T. The ~'th UVA ae gimeu t was loc n ted along Highway 1 (YD 464 0). 
Battalions or this regiment, the 2d, 4th, and 7th were dispersed east or 
this ... location in the coastal lowlands. The 6th NVA Regiment am subor­
dini:i.te bP.t~alione, the 80oth, S02d·and e06thwere dispersed imnedi&te~ to 
the north of Hue. Elelll*?nts of the 4th 'NVA Rebfment were dispersed eaet ot 
Hue (vi c YD 8820). Sa.1~per Ba ttali one opcr at.ing ld thin the area included the 
10th Sa!'rer Battal1on unloc:.ted in the area surroundin~ Hue, and the Hue Cit~· 
Sap;~r Battalion also unlocP..t.t:"d. The AlC.tb LF Bat.ta.lion we.s located 51 ot 
Hue vie 6Jl6. The 8(4th i-~ Dattaljon was loc;·.ted s:·/ of Hue vie YD 90:..-7. 
Tr.ere a1·e seven loc3.l forc'3 co;,1panies th(t oper:_t eri \'1 thin th~ area. The 
H-9'/ and C-1J3 IF Co .;panies ope1·ate s·.J of • .. uang 'l'ri City in tlYJ ooa.r.tal 
lowlands. The C-111~ o.nd C-115 IF Cn .. 1·anj cs operate lU of Hue in the lo"W'-
1.s.nds. The C-116 and C-117 and C-118 LF Compani~s oper: te St! of Hue in the 
coastal lowlands. · 

(5) Sizni:flca..'lt Changes in EneLiy visposition (Thua Thien Province): 

It -ts presently believed that the J24B INA Division Headquarters has been 
disbanded and the regimen+s or this division are now subordinate to the Tri 
'I'hien ... ilitary ':e,;ion. This has been rep:rted by H:/'s. The alternatives re­
main t.h=.t the 324B EVA Division He;:~dquarters elements have either been ab­
sorbed by the Tri Thien l·lilitar~r He ~don or remained .in NVN to train troops. 

/ 
'Ihe 9th NVA Ree:iment is presently bfilieved to be located in Ba.ee Area 101 
along with its subordinate batta:Uons. 

/ 
/ 

The 4th 10/A Ragiment is rresently believed to be located in the vicinity of 
Phu Loe District Headquarter~/with one battalion possibly in Phu Vang Dis-
trict SE of Hue. 

1
/ 

The Ilue City .:Ja;--r·e!' Jattnli \1n is bcJ.l.evcd to he co-locat.ecl with t he VC Thua 
';'h1en folitic~l He~dc,u.ar ter~ in thf.~ aren known r.· ~: t.he Hue Cit~· ·.t ·.:tr 0upply 
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Area, vie YD 7505. 

At the beginning of Operation Carentan, the 2d Bn/803d NVA Regiment was lo­
cated north of Kong Ha in Quang Tri Province being utilized in a transpor­
tation and supply role for the 1st and 3d Bd/803d 'NvA Regiment located 
north of Hue in Quang Dien District. Agent reports indicated in late March 
that the 2d Bn/803d Regiment had deployed into Thua Thien Province. 
In contacts with the 3d Bn/803d NVA Regiment, documents were c~tured which 
indicated that the 2d Bn had mov.ed into the area. Although never positively 
confi.rmed, the 2d Bn/803d ·NVA Regiment is carrie~ as possibly within the 
lOlst Abn Div AO. 

The 812th NVA Regt is still believed to be operating in southern Hoe Lang 
District; however, a recent contact may indicate a southern move by the 
Regt. On 21 April 68 the . 4th Bn, 812th NVA Regt was contacted at Thon Kim 
Doi vie YD · 7531. 

The 90th NVA Regt has been confirmed in the area west of Hue. On 7 April 
an agent stated that a battalion was located at YD 723305. The names ·that 
the agent gave as comnanding this battalion identified the 7th Bn, 90th 
NVA Regiment. On 20 April 68, a Hoi Chanh identified his unit as the 9th 
Bn, 90th NVA Regiment. He stated that his battalion was located vie YD6619. 
On 30 April the l/50lst started a cordon .operation around Phuoc Yen Village 
(vie YD 6828). They believed that they were facing a battalion· size ele­
ment. This battalion was later identified as the 8th Bn, 90th NVA Regt. 

On 26 March 68, as elements of the 1st Bde, lOlst Abn Div deployed down Rt 
547, they engaged enemy forces fighting from well-fortified position. 
Captured documents revealed the LBN of the 7th Bn/29th NVA Regt. On 30 
Mar 68, supporting reconnaissance elements captured.a PW in the vicinity of 
DP.lta Junction (vie YD 545049) who stated that he was a member of the 9th 
Bn/29th NVA Regt; he reported that his unit's mission was to secure ~t 547. 
A PW captur,ed on 16 April 68 (vie YD6S6096) he stated that he was from 
the 8th Bn~ 29th NVA Regt. He also reported that his unit's mission 
was to interdict Highway to Allied use. 

The 810th LF Battalion is believed to have deployed to the Hue City Rear 
Supply Area, vie YD 7505. 

The remainder of the NVA, MF and LF units continued to operate in their 
normal operational areas. 

(6) Significant Enemy Activities (Thua Thien Provine~): 

On 21 March 68, at 0400 hrs, elements of the 2d Bde, lOlst Abn Div at LZ 
Pinky while supporting another FSB were attacked by SA, AW, rocket and RPG 
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fire. Under the cover of 23 B-40 rounds enemy sappers breached the defen-
sive wire with bangalore torpedoes and penetrated the perimeter. Docu-
ments taken off of· dead NVA soldiers at first light revealed LBN's of t. 
7th and 9t~ Bn 1 s/90th NVA Regt. · Except for harassing attacks by fire, this 
was the only enemy offensive move during the period 18 Mar 68~ 

Prior to the initiation of Operation Carentan II elements of the 2d Bde, 
lOlst Abn Div m~ved south in an attempt to penetrate into New Base Area 114. 
The enemy platoon and company size contacts were believed to have been with 
elements of the 90th NVA Regiment. 

At the same time, elements of the 2d Bde, lOlst Ahn Div continued to con­
tact elements of the 2d Bn/803d NVA Regt in the vicinity of the "W" in 
the Song Bo, vie YD 6928. All .during the period 18 Mar to 18 Apr 68, ele­
ments of the lOlst Ahn Div continued to engage elements of the 1st and. 3d 
Bn's/803d NVA Regt from the .vicinity of the"W" in the Song Bo, east along 
the banks of the Song Bo and along the bankn of the Perfurae River to the 
vicinity of YD 763313. 

On 10 and 11 April 68, elements of the 2d Bde, lOlst Ahn Div contacted ele­
ments of the 6th Bn/812th NVA Regt in a village SE of FSB Hardcore. Pre­
liminary interrogation of PW 1 s captured during this contact revealed num­
erous ASA 1 s; the most frequent being 7th Bn/812th Regt. Further interrogati 
disclosed that all the PW's were from the 812th NVA Regt, however, PWs 
continued to use the designation 7th Bn. It was concluded that since 
most of the PWs were new recruits from NVN that they had b~en replacements 
to th~ 6th Dn/812th Nva Regt. It is significant to note that the 6th Bn/ 
812th NVA Regt. had not been heavily engaged during the TEt fighting as had 
the 4th and 5th Battalions had also received replacements. 

On 22 Apr 68, the 2/502 came into heavy contact vie YD 5602. A PW cap­
tured in this action identified his unit as the 10th Co, 3d Bn, 308th 
Engineers. This unit is nicknamed Cutthroats. It is possible that this 
large an engineer unit has been responsible for the recent upgrading of 
547A and the depot complex in A Shau - A Loui Valley. 

On 19 Apr Ral.lier Pham Van Nghia stated that he was a member of the 22d 
Regt. He reported that the CP was located vie YD 761032. He also stated 
that the K-4, K-10 and K-18 Bn's were subordinate to the 22d Regt. This 
location falls within the general vicinity known as the Hue Rear Supply 
Area. Nui Ke Mtn vie YD!761055 is reported to be the location of the V'C 
Thua Thien Province Political Headquarters. The Hue City Municiple Uuit 
is also believed to be located in this area. Also, K-10 is an AKA*for the 

! 804th LF Bn. It is possible that the 22d Regt is a newly formed command and 
.. 
( 
~ 

r 
" j' ,. 

* Also Known AS 
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control HQs for the uni ts oper at int~ sou th of Hue. 

(7) Enemy Tactics: 

Indications existed that the enemy intended to introduce more conventional 
weaponry into the Quang Tri-Thua Thim battletield. 2~ amrramition found 
by sur1porting reconnaissance elements indicated the possible presence of 
the ZU-23 Anti-Aircraft Oun. Numerous incidents or 31.rcraft receiving AA 
fire and air bur~ts at sea feet also substantiated the reported }l"e~ence 
or 37mni AA Guns. Agent repcr ts, PW 1 s and a cache which contained 76mm tank 
ammunition all indicated the possibility or enemy tanks along Route 547; 
aerial photography also repcr ted possible tank sightings as well as tank 
tra,cks in the A Shau Valley· and in the vicinity of Route 547. 

Agent repcrts, P',: •s and captured documents all pointed tawards a second 
offensive directed against Quang Tri City and Hue. A turther indication 
of t ' e enem~r•s intention to re-attack Hue is the refusal of the OOJd HVA 
Ref;t tn witdraw fl ' O!:t the coastal lowlands north or Hue to . safer haven in 

· the f o::>thills or mountru n to the · we st of Hue. Even in U~e face of heaV'.r 
losf!.es and deva~t =.-.ting airstrik~s the ena~~' only atte1°1pted to disenz~:~ 
its elf tron friendl:r forces and move to another fortifh·d YillC€ e or ham­
.let in th~ coe..s~al la-rlands. It is believed +.:11. the SGJd NVA Re.n:t :ie 
at t.e,:•r·tinz tc ".1aintain a position .. ,,,i thin strikine distance of Eue. It 
arrears that the enent;'.r is wi~,J:irie to accept heavy casualties since he is in 
an area vrhere once detected he becomes highl;r vulnerable to friemly !orces. 
Also, . the 90th NVA R·er.t wae given the mission of strength~nine the in!ra­
struct~e in the area west of Hl.l.e. This was the mission the 8th Battalion, 
90th NVA Regt ""1en it was caught and decimated at Phuoc Yen Village. 

(8) Recapi tul;.tion of Ene~· Losses for ~uarterly Period: 

During the period, enemy losses were as follows (including 3/82d OPCOO to 
lOlst .Abn Div): 

v·c/NVA KIA 
VC/Ifl!A PW 
Hoi Chanh 
Capt Wpns 
CEain (Capt/Dest) 
Doc (Capt) 

26S'J 
84 
9 

700 
48 tons 

87 ~5 lbs 

(9) ;->. ec~r:itula'tion of losses for OP C.\?.ENTAN I & II 

Friendl;r Enemy 

19.3 KIA ;). ' 1892 KIA ...... 
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Fr:icndlv 

1190 WIA (1007 Evac) 
11 MIA 

Enenty 

69 PW 
1 Roi Chan 

389 IWC 
60 CSv·lC 

(10) Recapitulation of losses fo·r OP DELAWARE: 

Friendly Enesr 

i~O KIA 221 KL\ 
206 WHA 1 NVA/PW 

1 MIA 56 IWC 
2 NOO 11 cswc 

d. LOGISTICS. 

(1) General. 

(a) During the rEP er ting period, the di vision G-4, and the 
di vision Supper t Co!ll".:and provided logistical planning, direction and suPrcr t 
for the following oper ~tions: 

! Tacoma 15 Feb - 30 Har 

2 Carentan I & II 11 Mar - Present -
l Delaware 19 Apr - Present 

!t Di vision move to I CTZ 

(b) The move of the division's administrative and suppcrt 
elements to I CTZ presented eeve;ral problems, due to the limited use ot· Phu 
Bai Air F~ eld, am the congested · condition of Route 1 !rom Da Nang to the 
Phu' Ba.1 area, . and .North. Close coordination with Marine .Forces prorlded 
for the movement or over JJOO troops, 600 vehi.-.1.es, and over 9,000 tons or 
organizational equipnent b;r sea and air to Da. Nang, . ani North to Phu Bai 
by sea and overland. 

! Elements of the fallowing division tmits were involved 
in t:iis move: 

3o 
'ti,,:y.._.-' -.. . - . . . . . " 

. .t _. ... 
·-~. 
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a llHC Division cnd .attaclw:!nts -
b Division Artillery -
.£ lOlst A via ti on Ih 

d 2/l 7th Cavalry 
"T" ... 
e 80ls t He.int Bn -
!. J26th ?;ngincer lb 

.. 

ii 101.st Military Folice Cornpaey 

h HHB 2/llth Arty -
i Supp<r t Conniand -

~ Unit pers0nnel and vehicles convoyed from Da Nang to 
Phu Bai and Camp ~a~le, with security bein::, provided by 2/17th Cav, and 
B/l/l 7th Cay. l'Iarine :Ju:"!'a' 1. a,:encies in the Da N&J'17 area provided billeting 
and ste.:·:ine are;tS fOI'. these convoys • 

.l Unit equipment,. not able to be carried on the troop 
convoys was staged q.t pier/dock sites anC.. then moved Horth in the following 
ways: 

!. IST or I.CU to Hue Ramps 1 or Tan !·Jy ramp • 

di vis-ion u.nits • 
.2 C~voyed Nar th by 2~ ton truck assets levied from 

• 
(2) Logistics Operations 

(a) General: Durine the repcrtine period coveroo the lCt .. :.t. 
Airborne Division participated in 4 major operations in which the lOlst 
Airbonie Division Support Comr.!lB.n::l provided the neceesary .canbat eervice 
suppcrt to insure the accompliehment of the assigned ldesion. The basic 
concept for the ~upporting of the lJ1. vis ion remained · the aame througho·.it the 
whole time fra..roo. The concept 1.ncluded the disposition of Forward Sapport 
Elements consfatin.~ of a !"!aintenanc~ PJa toon, a Hedical Co!:.pany and a. Surrl~r 
Detacri..tlent Nhich .aci;oupanied their respective Brit;::.des to their baseo of 
opbrat ions. The size of the :·£di cal Compan~r re!:iained the same on all occas­
i ons, however the size of the lia.inten.:ince Flatoone and the Su:1!' ly Detacru:1ente 
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varji;;-d in accor·rlcJ.nce with thr' cli~:ta.ncc .of tll('. Dritja.de Base· Camps .t'rot1 the 
Bien Hoa Base Ca.n•.".> and whether er not the 1st Logistics Conunarxl placed an 
FSA at or ne<il:' tbe D'i .. igade .Dase ar Operations. . In cases where a Division 
Tactical Conma.nd Post was used a Logistical Operation Coordination Center 
was established at the location. 

(b) Dispositions: 

.! During Operation Tacorm: (movement to I CTZ) 

Orp:apizat.ion 

let.rue FSE 

2nd Bde FSE 

3rd Y:la FSE 

Loc~Y2n 

Phu Bai 

LZ Jane · 
lZ Sally 
.Phuoc Vinh 

Supporting Agency 

FLCC-A 
TF Lane 

'TF Munoz 
TF Mc Donald 
Log Curl LSA 

Location 

Phu .Bai 
Camp Eagle 
Quang Tri 
Camp Evans 
Phuoc Vinh 

{NO'fi:;: Cla~s II & IV TOOE iteNs-.i'rom Bien Hoe. and repair i:arts !rOi:i Bien 
Hoa thi:?n C~:lp 0n,:,le ris i:a.:i.11tenance · Bn Closed Camp Ba· le) · . 

Z . .. Du,ring Operation Carer:tan I r, II ti. Operation Dela·:rare: 

Organization 

let Bde FS}~ 
2d OOe l''SE 
Jd Bde F§ 

Jd file 82d A bn FSE 

Lo ca. ti on 

Phu '~i 
LZ Sail,, · ... 
Phuo_c Vinh 
Fhu Bai . 

SuiJp~rtins Agency 

TF lane 
TI' Mc Donald 
Log Cmd LSA 
TF .Lane 

Location 

Camp Eagle 
Camp Evans 
Phuoc Vinh 
Camp Ea&Le 

.l DI.OC was initally set up at Camp Eagle during the latter 
stages of 0pel'ation Tacoma and it gradually ~x.panded into a · Support Comm.am 

forward as the desired elenl'3nts a: the Suppcrt Comnand closed at Camp Eagle, 
dW'ing the initial ata;:es bi' . Operation CarentB.n. Included in the Suppcrt 
Com:nancl forwe.rd were elements of the DSO, DM~O s and DTO. 

(3) }:laintenance: 

(a) The 801st .a.intenance Bn supported the Di vision 01'.-1cr.:itions 
b:r utilizj n.; the Fcrward Su.1)port M.a.intenance Fla. toons pJaced in direct support 
of the or0anic B?-iga.des. The Gt-0u:.d. iV.ai11tenance Cornpu1y {-),,the Trans­

portati .1!! :\:ircraft i'"iaintenance Co1,1pany and the Dn Headquarters remained at 
Bien Hoa uni.il the latl~r per t1 on of Operation Taco1118. whence th~r dial.-.lH.ced 
forward to C:ir:tp Eagle. 
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3. SECTION 3, HEADQUARTERS, DEPAR1'ME1"'r OF THE ARMY SURVEY INFORMATION. 

a. Confide~tial msg #4?.434 from AVHGC-DST, Subject: Tactical Cover and 
Deception, DTC 271113Z March 1968, requested data from preparing abencies on 
Cover and Deception operations conducted during the period. 

b. Through~ot the reporting period,the lOlst Airborne Division has ceen 
actively engaged with enemy forces both in I and III CTZ 1 s. There has been no 
requirement for overt deception operations at Division level other than normal 
security and count~rintelligence measures taken con~istent with t.he c.ur~~l1t 
operational m!.ssions. One such technique utilized by Division f0rces has been 
that of carrying 4-5 days rations at the beginning of an op2:ration. The tech­
n1.que reducf':S tle necessity for daily helicopter resupply. It. allows the maneu'\ 
elements ~o operate more freely ~ithout telegraphing the~r directio~ and rate of 
progress by dF.ily logistical sorties. It further reduces the o~cessity of r~­
lccating daily, night defensive positions, when resupply is accomplished late: i n 
tb 'i! afternoon. 

c. During the reriod 25 March through 28 1".tarch, the lOlst Abn Div did ::.nr­
ticiapte tn a Corps level dec • .:ption plan IAW J:1J1nex H to P.rovisf ;mal r.orps Victn < 
OPORD 3-68, dated 16 March 196g. Th~.~ plan was designed to convince the enemy 
that th~ main thrust of PCV_attack would be in che Dong Hoa area and to thP. nort 
and further to deceive the enemy on the J.st ACD; s plan to at tac.!< west along Hwy 
to relleve the Khe Sanh combat base. The concept of operat:f.on a.s it applied to 
the lOlst Abn Div was to move one rifle company and a Sii;n'al Detachment to vie 
Dong Ha. The Signal Detachment was to transmit ·radio messages simulating m~. 
Arrival Airfield Control Group such as would be conducted if the 2d Bde, lOlst 
Abn Div were rn9ving to Dong Ha. The rifle company was to conduct operations in 
thf'. villages and r;opulated areas, so as to obtain maximum eY.pvsr>I.? of th<: 3crea.r 
Eagle Patch and give the impression that a much larger force was in the erca. < 
a i r born~ rifle company and 15 personnel ( 1 O.Cf and 14 E:i' froP.l the B. 50lst Sigrn 
F.n moved by air from Hue/Phu Bai Airf:f.eld to Dong Ha on 25 Harch. T\.70 AN/VRC-4~ 
·radios and one AN/ARC-121 ra~io group accompanied the signai per~onncl. Operti< 
control of the Task Force passed to CG, 3d Marine Division up:m arrival at Dong 

d. The 15 personnel were located in two different location~ appr.o:>d.mately 1( 
Km apart. This was done so that al 1 the radio ~ignals would not en:.:..:nate from t l 
same location. The signal team was to si<'lllllat:~ l.he: following .:adin net~: 

(1) 2d Bde CoIIIlland Net 

( 2) 2d Bde P dmin Net 

(3) 2d Bde IP-tel net 

(4) 1/501 Bn Cmd N~..; 


