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P R E F A C E 

This case study of operation SOMERSET PLAIN was prepared to illus­

trate techniques developed by the lOlst Airborne Division when operating 

along dis"t.ant lines of communicati-on against a wily, evasive enemy in 

areas where terrain and the vagaries 6! weather tend to favor the 

anem;y. 

Included in this study are the d•vilopaent of forward supply areas 

and fire support baa ea, methods of reiuppl1', combat assaul.t techniques, 

the use of artilleey and tactical air itupport, a method for employing 

' -) minefields with sensor devices at nightj the use of smoke for screening - _, 

landing zon.H and pickup zones, and tht employment of BLU-52 bombs. 

It is hoped the infol'Jllation contained herein, and the lessons learned 

··by this division will be instructive fo~ othe~ military organizations, 

whether tasked with training officers, eni~sted ~ or entire units for 

deployment, and for foroes employed in l ailailar environment. 
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The last elements of the lOlst Airborne Division were withdrawn from 

the A SHAU Valley on 19 August 1968, thus marking the termination of 

Operation SOMERSET PLAIN. This was the initial large scale operation 

conducted by the division since the beginning of its reorganization to 

conform with the airmobile· concept. Early in July the Commanding General, 

:XXIV Corps, considered an operation in the A SHAU Valley, and at the urg­

ing of Major General Melvin Zais; Commanding General, lOlst Airborne 

Division, the Corps Commander Aeleoted the Screaming Eagles for the 

mission. Final planning for the operation commenced when the Corps 

Commander stated, "The lOlst Airborne Division will conduct offensive 

operations in the A SHAU Valley with one US brigade, plus a two-battalion 

task force fro:m. the 1st Division, Republic of Vietnam, to interdict enemy 

lines of communications, to aestroy North Vietnamese Army/Viet Cong forces, 

caches and installations, and on order, to establish designated barriers." 

General Zais decided to employ the First -Brigade as the US element 

because battalions of this brigade vere favorably ·dieposed in the direc­

tion of the valley. The Commandint General of the Army of Vietnam's 1st 

Division provided the 2d and Jd aattalions, 1st Regiment; the Black Pan­

ther Company, whioh is an elite reaction force; and artillery and engi­

neer support. (See Ap~ndix I, T~K ORGANIZATION.) With this as a 

brief introduction, let us take a closer look at a period in the history 

of this famed division, a period which was to test the imagination of 

senior commanders and staff officers, and the stamin~ and determination 

of the individual paratroopers - th' inheritors of the spirit of the 
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airborne engendered at Ca.mp Claiborne, Louisiana, in 1942, and proven in 

combat at Carentan, Eindhoven, Bastogne, Tuy Hoa and Dak To. 

The verdant A SHAU Valley and adjacent mountains, pleasing though 

they are to the eye, present problems of communication and movement to 

the ground combat soldier. The valley averages a kilometer and a half 

in vidth. It is an undulating plain with local relief up to fifty meters, 

and it is covered vi.th brushwood, clear forests and tall elephant grass. . . 
The RAO LAO River flows through the ~alley from southeast to northwest 

until it reaches TA BAT where it tu'fhi te the vest, and continues on 

into LAOS. The mountains on both siJAs of the valley rise sharply up to 

heights of al.Diost 5,000 feet. Most ot the mountains are covered with 

double or triple canopy jungle. Unde~grovth is very dense in most places, 

limiting rapid foot J!IOVement.to trails, ~hich are usually along ridgelines 

and streambeds. 
. " . ~ . 

In some places, craggf peaks rise above the jungle growth. 

The principal road in the area is Jibute ~48, which is a fair-weather 
·. 

improved road, varying in vidth froli three to six meters. Routes 547 and 

547A are subsidiary roads from one to lhree meter~ in width. (See Sketch 

Map 1.) 

Weather conditions conformed generally to preoperation forecasts, 

except for the predicted occurrence of early morning fog and the height 

of afternoon ceilings. Early morning fog was prevalent, but it had 
' l 

usually dissipated by 0800 hours., earlier by some two hours than pre-

dieted. Fog caused a change in the sequence of combat assaults, but 

this had no· impact on operations. Mountains vere urually obscured by 
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low ceiling between 06o0 and 0800 hours. Afternoon cumuliform ceilings 

favored a height of 3,500 to 4,000 feet thus placing cloud bases above 

most of the ridgelines. Because of these generally favorable conditions, 

factors of weather did not usually adversely .affect aviation operations. 

The importance of the valley to the enemy is palpable. His activities 

there since the US Special Forces camp near the town of A SHAU was over­

run in February 1966 only reinforce the obvious. The · valley has served 

as one of the en&my' 1s principal 1:inas bt communication into the I Corps 

Tactical Zone. A special intelli,ence study published on 22 July indi­

cated enemy activity had increas$d subsequent to Operation DELAWARE, 

which vas · conducted by the 1st Cati.l:fy Division (~rm.obile) during the 

period 19 April to 17 May. En&my' tin.it~ identified as probably operating 

in the vicinity of the valler werel the 29th North Vietnamese Regiment; 

·the 6th North Vietnamese Regiment j the 9th Independent North Vietnamese 

. Battalion; the 40th Battalion, 65th Artillery Regiment; elements of the 

280th Air Defense Regiment; the 33cl Battalion, 30Sth Engineer Ilegiment; 

Military Station 7,_ 559th Transportation Group; an unidentified signal 

battalion; and, posaibl7, the 3d Battalion, 203d Armored Regiment. 

Enemy units identified positively during the operation were the 816th 

and 818th Battalion• or the 9th North Vietnamese Regiment. This vas 

one of the moat significant aspect! ot the in~elligence effort because 

the 9th Regiment had not been ident1fled since the TET Offensive, and 

'had been c!z:opped from Order of Battle holdings. 
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Against this array of enemy power, the divi si on commander decided on 

a concept of conducting the operation in five phases. Phase I (4-5 August) 

was the combat assault of maneuver battalions into the valley, except for 

the 1st Battalion (.Airborne), JZ7th Infantry, which would provide security 

for the construction of fire bases, and conduct reconnaissance i n force 

operations along Route 547A. ·rn Phase II battalions conduc t ed recon-

naissance in force operations, and combat assaults to the west, t o inter-

diet enemy lines of communication~ near Objectives nOF~O'WN and PERRY. 

One US company attacked to clear and hol d t he high ground desi gnated as 

Objective BEAK. Phase III was the !earching out and destruction of enemy 

forces in the vicinity of Objectives HOPTOWN, PERRY and ESSEX. The denial 

plan of Phase IV consisted of placing mines and sensor· devices along choke 

points to impede enemy mov~nt, and to inflict casualties after the vi th-

drawal of friendly \mits from the valley. The brigade coordinated the 

extraction during Phase V of the Vietnamese imits on E-Day and the US 

maneuver battalions on E+l. 

Before these operations could be launched, however, the significant 

problems of resupply and fire support had to be resolved. Daily tonnage 

requirements of all classes of supply, helicopter lift assets and flight 

times from existing logistical support points to the valley were subjected 

to a detailed analysis. The operation could have been supported directly 

from Camp Eagle; however, a forward supply point would obvi ousl y reduce 

the cost of the operation in terms of fuel and flying t i me. .Another 

v. ' ·._#--' 
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consideration vas to reduce the tille expended for gunships to refuel and 

rearm, thus providing more support by these assets in the area of opera-

tions. The forvard facility had to be completed by JO July because Troop 

B, 1st ·squadron, 9th Cavalry, lat· Cavalry Division, attached. to the lOlst 

for the operation, vas scheduled :to start operations on that date. 

The Commanding General decided to expand an existing fire base, 

BIRMINGHAM, to enable the optimum use of resources. The expansion in­

cluded two Class V helipads, each of which could accommodate two CH-47's; 

one Class I, II, and IV, III and water helipad with a capacity for three 

CH-47 Is; four. CH-47 refuel points. a pick-up zone for fifty UH-1 troop­

ships with an adjacent fifteen po.int rt.fuel facility; a r~fuel/rearm 

pad for eighteen gunships; and a stagln« area for two infantry battalions. 

(See Sketch Map 2.) construction &t*1-ted on 26 July .and was completed 

on schedule four da1'a later. By e1tabllshing the forvard supply point, 
~ . . 

the flight time for each CH-47 sortie was reduced nine minutes, and fo·r 

each UH-1 aortie, it vas reduced ten irl.riutes. 

A five-day level of all classei of supply, eicept Class III, was pre­

stocked at BIRMINGHAM. The Class I hock was based on unit strengths, 

and Class V vas based on the number of veapons and a six month usage 

factor. One hlmdred thousand galloiis; or two days, of Class III were 

stored at this facility, because this amount would support the two days 

of max:1.JmJm expenditure, i.e., the days on which combat assaults were 
. 

conducted. ' .U an emergency measure, three days of supplies for t wo 
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infantry battalions were rigged for air drop, and USAF air controllers 

were attached to maneuver units. This latter procedure is now standard 

for all large division operations. 

With the logistical support problem resolved, attention was focused 

on constructing fire bases near tlie valley to insure infantry units vould 

always operate within the range of at least one artillery unit. An aerial 

reconnaissance was conducted by s~nior infantry, artillery, engineer and 

signal commanders. Their purpose vas to make certain fire bases could be 

constructed and defended on the proposed locations, that necessary artil­

lery support could be provided, and that communications between fire 

bases and rear areas could be estabH.shed and maintained. It was deter-

mined that four fire bases would be required. A lesser· number would have 

sufficiently covered the are~ of operation, but the terrain restricted the 

i:iumber of artillery pieces which could' be placed on any one fire base • 
. 

To construct a large fire base wouid require :moving a considerable amount 

of earth. Therefore, the decision was made to construct 'more 'and smaller 

fire bases. 

The 1st Battalion (Airborne), JZ7th Infantry, operating in the vicinity 

of Fire Base V!XIHEL, was given the mission of providing security for the 

additional bases. To do this, the battalion commander directed one 
. ~ 

company to attack west from V]X}HEL up the valley of the RAO NHO River, 

and then south to the site of Fire Base SON. .Eil route, the company' encoun-

~ered light and sporadic resistance, and captured three 85.mm field guns. 

This march, a distance of about nine kilometers, required eight days to 
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complete. The infantrymen cut a landing zone large enough for a UH-1 

helicopter to lift in engineer troops with chain saws and demolitions on 

19 July. The engineers used this equipment to sufficiently expand the 

landing zone for a CH-47 helicopter to bring in a M-450 tractor (Airborne 

Minidozer) on 20 July. By 22 July -the engineers, with the capability of 

the minidozer, had enlarged SON enough to allow a CH-54 helicopter to 

introduce a D5-A; an additional D5-A vas brought in on each of the two 

succeeding days. In addition to clearing the area of trees and under­

growth, the engineers prepared tactical command posts for l-3Z7 and the 

1st Regiment, 1st Division, South Vietn.Diese A:rlrI¥, and artillery emplace­

ments for one tis 105mm battery' one us 1~5id battery' and four 105mm and 

two 155mm howitzers manned by South Viethamese artillerymen • . Battery A, 

2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th .Artillerfi va' lifted to SON from VF.GHEL 

on -23 July. 

This battery supported the combat assault of Company B and the 

Reconnaissance Platoon, 1-327, onto Fire ~si EAGLE'S NEST on 26_ July . 
. ' 

· This fire base ~d been used by' the lat Cavairr Division (Airmobile) 

during Operation DELAWARE. Two thousand fjound .t'uze extension bombs 

, (daisy cutters) were dropped on the fire base prior to the assault, to 

neutralize mines and booby traps, which fi.ad been em.placed by the enemy 

after the withdrawal of the 1st Cavalry. The assault was delayed for 

two days because clouds obscured the stmanit; and on the day of the assault 
.. 

by the infantrymen, the ceiling was only loo feet. The area of EAGLE'S 
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NEST was so rocky and constricted that only three 155:mm howitzers could 

be placed there. The altitude was too great for a D5-A bulldozer to be 

lifted in to construct the positions. A T-6 bulldozer, which is lighter, 

was borrowed from a naval construction regiment to aid in the construction. 

This peak is extremely precipitous, but determined effort by all ·para-

troopers involved converted it into an effecti7e fire base. EAGLE's NEST 

was completed on JO July, in spite of the harrowing experience of operat-

ing heavy equipment in the area. 

From EAGLE'S NEST infantry security elements and a squad of engineers 

attacked down the southeast ridge o~ 28 July to the site of Fire Base 

GEORGIA. These personnel moved overland because this was the quickest 
. ., . 

means of getting into · the area and starting construction. Using ~5A 

bulldozers the engineer.a co~letedj on i August, positions for tvo 105mm 

batteries and three 155mm howitzers, plus an artillery battalion command 

post and fire direction center. 

Other infantry elements from EAGLE'S NEST continued the at~ac~ past 

GIDRGIA to the location of Fire Base BERCHTESGADEN. Some trails had been 

used on the move to ·GroRGIA, but from there to BERCHTPSGADEN, the para­

troopers had to cut their way through the jungle. Because of the alti­

tude and triple canopy the undergrowth was not extremely thick, and the 

march was completed in one day. The area around BERCHTESGADEN contained 

many booby traps, which had to be destroyed before construction could 

begin. Ueing tvo T-6 and tvo M-450 bulldozers, engineers from Company 

A, J26th Jlhg1neer Battalion (Airborne) completed construction of this 

fire base on 2 August. Positions vere prepared for two 105mm batteries, 
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plus tactical comm.and posts for the 1st Brigade, the 2d Battalion 

., (Airborne), J27th Infantry and th6 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d 

Infantry. 

Helipads for cargo and for visitors were also leveled on all of the 

fire bases. The density of personnel, weapons and equipment was .very 
. . 

great, restricting movement within the fire base area. The problems 

encountered in leveling areas for the various installations on each 

fire base were monumental. That the engineers accomplished their 

mission in a hostile environment, and in terrain so steep that men had 

to secure handholds to pull themselves tip the slopes, is a tribute to 

their determination to support their infantry comrades-in-arms. The 

sketch of Fire Base BERCHTF.SG.ADEN (Sketch J) portrays 'vividly the 

obstacles presented bj the terrain. 

Meanwhile, many other preparations for the operation were under-

·· .taken. A chemical supply point, established_ at BIRMINGHAM, stocked 

CS-1 riot control agent for the contalnination of ,bunkers and tunnels, 

.·Fr-8 CS cartridge launchers for the employment of nonpersistent CS 

against en8Jll1' ·personnel, and SFG-2 f~g oil and ten and thirty pound 

smoke pots for dispersion by UH-1 helicopters. A forward supply point 

for CS-1 and SFG-2, and a filling and recharging point for portable · 

flame throwers were located at Fire Base VEGREL. Chemical mainte-

nance teams inspected all Ml.7 protective _masks in the 1st Brigade. 

Two hundred and sixty defective masks were replaced. Five defoliation 

missions were flown in the vicinity of Fire Bases SON and VEGHEL, to 
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supplement similar missions flown ht the· USAF from May to July along 

highva.ys 547 and 547A • 
........ 

__ ~ A XIIV Corps 01-H provided a dail7 minimum of ten hours of visual 
t,. 

:--~- reconnaissance of the valley on the da19 immediatel;r preceding the 
.. -: (\ 

' '- operation. Forward air controllers of the USAF also conqucted recon-

·. . _; 

naissance missions and directed air strikes against gun positions, 

fortifications, and troops. The air cavalry troop, attached from the 

1st Cavalry Division, provided v&luable assistance through armed recon­

naissance. The troop averaged seven lightings or engagements daily 

beginning on 1 August, located numer6~s trails and bunker complexes, 
1: • 

and confirmed proposed landing zcnet tor assault forces. 

Complete aerial photo coverage ot the valley ~a~ _. provided by the 

USAF. \ The Imagery Interpret·ation ~ctlbn of the· 101.st. Mill tary Intel-
) . . . 

ligence 'Detachment disseminated inf~rilati0n gained f~om read-outs of 

-. these photographs, -and ueembled 1110aaics for distribution down to 

battalion level. 

.. Eight batteriea of artille17 me displaced to the .new fli-e bases 

prior tq D-Day ( se~ Sketch_ Map 4) • ~ch i05mm battery stockpiled 

~,ooo rounds o~ position, ·and eaoh 1~5Jiaii battery, 2,000 rounds. Tvo 

batteries of the .ist Battalion, S3d Artille~ (175111), which were located 

at Fire Base B.ASTOGNE, .supported the operation .Vi thout displs.cing .. 

Aleo during this period, two companies, 1-327,' attacked astride 

highw.,- 547A from VE:1H!:L to the valley: 
i ~ 

Their mission was ·to check for 

'enemy acti"':itY and installations alon~ this artery. · The mountains were 

covered vith triple canopy, and the terrain was succinctly described 
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by' those who toiled laborio\1811 over it ae "straight up and straight 

down." .A! the . coapanies approached the valley , they discovered an in-

creasing number of fortified positions, but contact ilith the enemy was 

light. The on17 significant contact was made by Company C about four 

kiloutere east of the valley where they gunnsd down tilo members of an 

enemy squad. On 4 !uguet these two companies occupied blocking posi-

tions near highYal" 547.A. and overlooking the valley. 

On the last tvo days of July, the 2-3Z7 anc the 2- 502 •ere moved 

from Fire Base BRICK to CAMP EAGLE for a stand do'Wn. While a: CAMP 

EAGLE, these battalions prepared.veapone ind equipment~ and received 

briefings on the A SHAU operation. They were trucked to their forward 

staging area at BIRMINGHAM 9n 3 August. 

As dawn broke on D--Day; 4 August, they waited , thoroughly briefed 

and coabat loaded, tor the order to beard their helicopters, and s-woop 

majeatical.l.7 through the early :morning etiilness onto their landing 
, 

zones at TA BAT and A LUCI. Unhe•rd bt the parat~oopers , perspiring 

under their heavy load.I at even this e&;iy hour, the stillnesE of the 

valley had already been interrupted by t.he crashing roe.r of bombs on 

en111111 poai tiona. ·Fourteen B-52 strike~ were flown age.ins t enemy 

locations juat prior to the operation. Eleven of these missions were 
I 

flown in the tvent7-tour hours preceding the combat assaul t . The last 

of these devastatinC raida occurred. at 0850 hours on 4 August, followed 

·1•ediataly bT tour nights of tactical aircraft which droppe:1 "deisy 

11 
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cutters" on the tvo landing zones. A! the last of these ai rcraft 

completed its mission, the ensuing quiet vas again broken. This time 

the thunderous roar of artillery pieces firing and shells exploding 

reverberated throughout the objective areas.. Addi tiona2.ly, ei ght 

suspected en8?U1" locations and infiltration rout es ·,.rers cor."t.s:n-i nat ed 

vi th persistant CS dropped ·in BLU-52 A/B bolllbs :iy ?- ~ a :..rcraf:... Tt:..s 

system is more accurate than drum drop! by CH-47 he2. :..ccpt.e:- :o, b'.lt ·r.he 

disadvantage is the F-4 is the only airctef t t:r e:: t: : ::..)· ca?at: c of 

delivering the system, and this plane can car:: ou- Y t .... -o BLU·-5::.. A.
1 E. 

The combat assault plan des~gnated the 2- 327 tc l and fi r st at 

TA BAT followed by the 2-502 at A LUOI1 At Cf7JO hours a f orward ai r 

controller reported TA BAT obscured by fog, vhil e the fog arcund 

A LUOI vas rapidly dissipating. Commanders, al ready ai r~oYne in com-

mand and control he,licoptera, reversed the planned order o: i~~~~ tion. 

Fift7 UH-1 helicopters were used to lift the two bet.t~lions onto 

their landing zones. They followed the n igh ... r oute. ( shcvr :i: Sic~t ch 

;), in groups of five, h••VY." left, and landed in a E t agg s~ec t rail . 

The groups of five were spaced at thirtr-second interva: s . Gun.ships 

fira::ia thre~llinute preparation, which lerminateC. frrr.ee : e t e ~:-- p!' :or 

to the landing of the .first lift. For 1hlbsequent lif<.s ~ g-..u;:::hipE 

orbited in the vicinity of the landing zones to prov :..d.e SUP?Ort. aE 

needed. The 2-502 landed 'Without incident, but t he 2-)2-:- re ceived 

'heavy ground tire from a position about 500 me~ers ~eEt o: their 

landing sane. Gun!hips scooted ·in immedi atel y to s upp:-ef ~· tr.c ::cre. 
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The commanders concerned controlled the combat as sault from their heli-

copters to insure preparatory fires were pl aced exactly wher e they were 

planned. The nimble-footed paratroopers cleared the land~ng zone as if 

they were r.Jnning on eggs in hopes of not activating mines and booby 

traps. The 2-502 commenced reconnai ssance in f orce oper~tions to the 

west, and the 2-JV remained in the vicinity of TA BA"' to secure the 

landing zone for the combat assault of the t vo bat. t elions 0f AF.\':': or: 

5 August. The efficacy of preparator7 f ires was evideut be~a~se no 

t roop-carrying hel icopters were los t on either day . The g-:..w. ::h~ps su~ 

porting the assaults were not so. fo~tuhate . Ground fire from ~est of 

A LUO! downed one gunship and forceci kiother t o ma,ke a pre cautionary 

landing. One crw member of the former was wounded , and the ship vs.s 

recovered later in the day by a CH-4 ~ • the second guns hi F 'Was flc·•n 

to BI.RKIHGHJM after the crw determined. it was flyable. Eve:. mere 

intense was the fire directed again1t t ..mships supporting tte co~bat 

' I 

assault of 2-3Z7 onto the landing son~ at TA BAT. One wa E h:L a~c 

I 

crashed 200 •tars north o! the landiD; sone, result ing in one ere\.! 

member wounded and the aircraft destroyed. ft.nether vas hit a: almos t 

the same time. It burst into flames; crashed and burn ed : rs= :..:2 t.ing .:.n 

one crew -ber killed 4Ild the other three .wounded. 

After the combat assaults, 1-321 pi aced one company i~ the 

vicini t7 of TA BAT, while the remainder of the battalion sterteG a 

' recormai1sa:ice in force toward Objective E.5SEX. It soon becEilie 

iJ 
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evident the enm111 had no installations in that area so the battalion's 

mission was changed to conduct eagle flights, in order to search out the 

maximum amount of the valley floor. Eagle flights are characterized by 

small units (u.suall7 no larger than a platoon), conducting combat as-

saults · onto preselected landing zones, or onto landing zones selected 

in flight. Their purpose is to check areas which sppear suitable for 

en8DJ1' caches or the concealment -of small enemy forces. They r ems.in on 

the ground no longer than necessal7 to thoroughly search the area. If 

nothing is found, they radio to be extracted., and move on to another 

area. Company D was given the mission of conducting a combat assault 

against Obje~tive BEAK, which h4d origlnaily been P8:I"t of the mission 

of the 2-502. The rationale for takilig ilnd holdizig this piece of com­

manding terrain was ·that it. -was being used as an artillery base or an 

artillery observation post. As Compan7 D waited in the vicinity of 

A LUCI to be· picked up bf helicopters, a heavy concentration of artil-

lery fire crashed into their position. The company suffered a few · 

:.:casualties, but fortunatel7 tlMt· con~...i-atioil hit about fifteen min­

utes before the helicopters. were ·a~h9ciu.1~d ~6 arrive. The combat as-
. . . 
. sault vas cancel~, and i.tter darkness enveloped the area, the company 

march8d across the valley to an atta·ck p6si ti.on in the vicinity of the 

objective. The next morning, as the paratroopers attacked up the steep 

ridgeline, th97 9neountered very stiff r.esistance. The enemy- employed 

60 and 82ma mortars, ar_tille!'7, rocket-propelled grenades, recoilless 
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rifles and small arms fire, but the un~unted Screaming Eagles held 

their position. Tactical aircraft dropped napalm and 2,000-pound bombs 

on enemy positions, and artillery pounded the enemy incessantly, but he 

could not be blasted out of the caves and eXtremely well-constructed . . 
positions. The heroic . paratroopers fought the enemy at close quarters 

for four d87s before they were withdrawn fro~ the hill. The decision 

vas made to vithdrav because the weather was closing in, and enemy 

activit1 outside the valley vas attracting the atte~~ior. of higher 
• I . 

headquarters. As this action was taklnc piece, another company of the 

1-327 reconno'itered the hills along the horthern side of the valley to 

the east of BEAK. 
. \ 

Contact in this art& vat light ·although many signs 

of recent enem;r activity, ~eluding bas• clmpe and training areas , 

were observed. Another company of this battalion provided security 

for Fire Ba1e SON, ·and one platoon secured Fire Base BERCHTESGADEN. 

EAGL.E'S mT and Gl!DRGIA were secured ~ forces provided by the 2d 

Brigade. 

After the battalions of the 1st Al'<-W Jtegiment landed and moved 
. . 

south, the 2-327 began reconnai11ana• L\ force operations to the vest. 

The battalion commander's plan placed 1 lna C Companies on the north 

side cf the RAO LAO Riv.r, and B and D Co~panies on the south Eide 

with the Reconniassance Platoon ,protecting the battal~on's south 

flank. Though there vu no canopied Jliiille in the valley, movement 

vas slov and tedioua because of second.try growth and dense elepha.rit 
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grass. Aa an illuatration of the difficulty posed to foot movement, 

it required Compall1 A three dl18 to move from the TA BAT airstrip to 

spot elevation 518, a distance of 2.5 kilometers. With four compani es 

abreast, pushing to the vest, and spoiling for a fight, in the main 

they were disappointed, The en8my' elected to vithdrav rather than 

face the aggressive, determined troopers. 

A tragic incident occurred. on 10 August vhen an airs trike called 

for by Company D vent avry, and killed seven and wounded ~~~ty-four 

members of the company. The battali~n commander immediately dep~oyed 

the reconnaissance platoon to the area to reinforce the str:cken unit. 

The division commander landed his helicopter near Company D, and his 

presence stabilized· the situation. Th; division Gl diverted all 

available replacements to .this company, ind by 13 August it ves once 

again at combat strength • 

.Arter its combat assault, the 2-50~ conducted reconnaissance in 

force operations south and southwest of ! LUOI. In one significant 

contact on 8 Augu:st, Company D killed seven members of a North Viet­

namese platoon, which vas supported by 11.ortars and snipers concealed 

in trees. The battalion also searched for the enemy throughout the 

:mountainoua ar .. vest of Fire Basee EAGLE ' S NEST and GEORGI A. In 

this area, the battalion, anxious to develop a fight with a l arge 

enem;r force, encountered sporadic resistance from small numbers of 

enemy lurkina ill wall-concealed positions. The enemy refused to 
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make a stand against the "Strike" troopers, preferring ir.stead to retreat 

toward his sanctuary in Laos. 

The contribution of the Republic of Vietnam ' s infantry battalions 

and Black Panther Company - the latter landed on the TA BAT airstrip 

on 6 August -- was vary significant as they accounted fc~ nearly half 

of the enm111 killed during the operation. Their commanders and staff 

exhibited professional competence and knowledge of the er:en:.7, and the 

courage and aggressiveness of the indlviduei South Vi etna.me~e scldier 

was unsurpassed cy- any others in the Operation . Tragedy als o s t ruck 

in their area when a 155mm shal+ firea from SON fell shor t and killed 

ten and wounded eighteen. Two of tho!• kiiled and tvo 'Wounded were 

US advisors; the remainder were ARVN ~oldiers. 

In addition to presenting fleet!~~ targets for the :n~antryme= ' s 

· weapons, the lne:lll1' conducted harassilii f6cket and mortar att acks 

against fir9 bases and night defensivl positions. A total of 181 
I 

North Viatnameae soldiers were ~lled during the operatioL~ anc four 

more were taken pri1oner. Fort;y-ri.Ye lhdividual and thirtee:::. crew-. 
served weapons, twelve tons of rice, eleven l22mm rocket~, eighteen 

cases of 12.?Jia ammunition, thirty-two cases of sm.e.ll ar~ amrr:..u:ition, 

fifty-four min., and miscellaneous signal ,lllld medical eq~iprc.ent ~ere 

removed from the en~'s inventory. ~even 2-ton trucks were de5troyed. 

Fr!end.l.T aircraft loa~es due to enemy action were one F-4 fight er 

· 'bcmbsr, tour tm-1 gunships and one light observation he~iccpter. 

Frisnd17 pe.raonnal 101sea were 9xtremeiy light . 

• 
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The denial pbaae of SOMERSET PLAIN vu instituted to prevent the 

enm111 from 11eving through the valley and storing supplies there after 

the vithdraval of friendly foroes. Minefields and secsor devices vere 

placed across three choke points in the valley. Engineers and Long 

Range Patrol teams were helilifted from V:&JHEL to the ttree selected 

locations. The mines and sensors were e::n~·l.eced during the hours of 

darkness on 16-17 and 17-18 Auguet Vith the aid of off-set ill~na-

tion. Each mine was booby-trapped Vith an antilift device~ and a 
.. 

chemical time fuze was inserted into &ach one to destroy it af~er a 

determined period of tiae. Knot.ted rcpt.I were valuable in determin-
. '\" 

ing the location of each cluster of mines. Personnel who possessed 

extensive experience in mine warfare were the only ones entrusted to 

arm the mines at night. 

The Long Rang.a Patrol teams aplac.cl ~ensor devices to detect 
. ' 

anem;y mov-nt in the vicinity of th• minefields. A divis i on artil-
• IJ 

lery sensor monitoring station vu established on EAGLE'S NFST vi th 

a quick-tire channel to the tire directi6n center of the 2-320th 

• 
Artillery. This resulted in an ilmted.iate artillery response to enemy 

movement revealed by the sensors. 
. ' I 

The coded identification markings 

on sensors ~t be protected because ther6 1e a tendency for the mark-

inga to be.ccae obliterated, especially during the rainy season. Ea.ch 

sensor mit1 • 1peci!ic signal when nearby :movement is detected. If 

· the mirkin,.a are not discernible, there is a possibility a sense~ will 

be ;ilaced ~ a location diftartint trom the planned position. Shculd 
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this occur, ~e artillery fire would not land in t he area of enemy 

activity. Painting the identification marki ngs on the sensors was one 

means used to insure compatibili ty of the si gnal recei ved vi t h t he area 

fired upon. 

Republic of Vietnam units were extracted from t he ve.lley on 17 and 

18 Augus t . On both days, smoke screene pl aced by UH- 1 heliccpters ob-
' , , 

scured the pickup zones from en91111 obeervation. The air mission com-
I ' • 

mander observed the flight path of the heli coptar us ed for di spersing 

the smoke , to insure the screen vas pi&ced preci sely vhere he ~anted 

i t. ~pecially capable pilots were &a ligned to t his mission ~o devel op 

their expertise. In one case, the lmekt vaa used to mask the pi ckup 

zones, while in mother instance, it liit.i \i.sed to obscure suspected 

enemy locations in th~ pro~ty of th' area to be used for the ex-

traction. 
.. I I • 

The Black Panther Comp&Il1 was extract ed on 17 August from 

·the val.iey direotl7 to the HUE air1tri~ by thir ty UH- 1 helicopt ers • 
• • I ll I ~ 

The 2d and 3d Bat tali one, lat Regiaent, \iere picked up on 18 .~ t 

' ""~ · \ 
by thirty-three troopships 1n tour lltti~ and were moved to a secure 

landing zone near v.:;HEL. From th•f'! ther were transport ed to HUE 

by CH-47 helicopt•rs. 

On 19 .August, the three US battail ohs were ext ract ed fro~ multi-

-ple pickup zones to the vicinity of V!XiHEL. Eight f light s , varyi ng 

from twent,-two to thirty troopship;; vere used i n this oper a:ion . 
... ' 

' From vmm.. th• 1-327 Va! lifted by tll-4 7 to C.AMP EAGLE for !. s tend 
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down, the 2-371 was deplo7ed to SON bT CH-47, and the 2-502 occupied 

VEGHEL. Th• repositioning of these units was accomplished in about 

four anci one-half hours • 

Numerowi lessons, which will prove valuable for future division 

· operations, vere learned during SOMERSET PLAIN. The procedures developed 

for constructing fire bases will enable infantry units to engage the 

enemy in any part of the country with artillery support continually 

available. The key to rapid completion of fire bases is the early 

introduction of D5-A or T-6 bulldozers. One-man chain saws were not 

effective in fellJ.Ili large trees. Since epeed is a mere important 

consideration than the weight of th' equipment, two-man chain saws 

should be uaed to acoelerate f'ire bi!• o1earing operations. · Further, 

the heavier chain saws woul!f reduce aow-tilne of the equipment, and 

carbide tips would cut through hardwood trees :more rapidly. 
j 

Fire base• muat be evacuated vi th the same care that is taken when 

they are conatl"Uoted and oooupied. !ihe tirst step is the retz:ograde of 

heavy equiJBent. ill supplies m:cept the mini.mum amounts of Class I 

.and V should then be :moved to pemanant base. areas. .At the same tillle, 
I 

the phasing cut ct COlllrunications eq\iitmtent should be started. In the 

next step artillery units should fire all remaining ammunition, fol-

lowed illDediately by the extraction ot all artillery pieces, and re­

maining comnmicatione equipment. The tactical command post of the 

infantry- follond. by •eaurity elemenU should then be extracted. The 

!ir:al 1tep ' i1 the containation of the fire base with persisent CS to 
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inhibit enem:,y access to the abandoned areas. In many instances, fire 

support for the evacuation can be provided from other fire bases, and 

certainly by taotioal air and gunships. By starting \With the evacuation 

of the fire base most distant from permanent. base areas, _it may be pos-

sible to provide artillery fire support for the evacuation of all of 

them • 

._ Close coordination between aviation and artillery planners resulted 

in the de~ignation o! flight routes which prevented the disruption of 

artille17 fires. Preparatory fires tor combat assaults were shifted 

rather than terminated when gunsllips ~pproached for their · preparation 

· of_ landing. sanu • After the shlft, riii7 fifth ro~d ·fired was white 

phosphorous. This technique assisted.tuhship pilots in locating impact 

areas. Aircraft control was establi!hed at EAGLE'S NEST. Pilots of 

: CH-:47 blleopters eontacted this control •tation on take-off and were 
.,,. : 
. ..:.-. : ";,· : ~--~----.' . 

·directed ~ fiT· a1 ther tha north or tOuth toute depending on artillery 
. . : . _:~.; - ·:- . . :. ~ _·_ .. ·· ,: - . . ' . 

fire. Since .. the. artilleey unitS uawit fired in· o~e general direction, 
-~- . . -·· ... •. ,.. :~,~ !;. ... ~ ..... . . 

helipads :weI'.• cons~ructed to the rear~ ·Of gUn positions as another means 
. . ., . . . ,. ., . . 

of preventiq' the discontinuance ot slipportiilg fires. (See Sketch Map 

6.) 

Th_e aanoept of the forward supply po~t at BIRMINGHAM proved very 

valuable. Unit t~eld trains operated. ffom CAMP EAGLE and BIRMINGHAM, 
. . . = ~· ... . a. 

and coabat train• vve· located at BERCllTESGADEN and SON. Each infantry 

'battalion naz9.l.17 had. tvo OH-1 helicopters for the.daily resupply of . 
21 
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units in the valley. A total of 7,176 short t ons of supplies were used 

during the operation. Aviators flyi ng l ogisti cs miss i ons were provided 

with a card describing the load, the r ecei ving unit , and that unit' s 

, .location, radio call sign, a.nd frequency. 

In the field of signal operations, it was dis covered t hat shock 

waves created. by the firing of howitzers ca.n damage the TPS-25 radar. 

To preclude this damage, the TPS-25 .should be located a minim.um. of 200 

meters from any artillery piece. The new FM radio, AN/PRC-77, which i s 

a PR0-25 with a KY-~8, was used for the tirst time in this operation 

to provide secure voice radio oommunlcatlons down to company level. 

The PR0-77 weighs f'ifty-tvo pounds, lncr6asing the ._weight of the equip- . 

ment carried by the rifle . company r~dlo operator~, but its value was 

considered to be worth thtl'addition~ 'weight. Some units employed it 

as a one-man load, others as a two-man load, and still others had the 
'· y . • 
~ ._ _KY-38 brought in ·on evening logistical flig~ta, and retrograded it the 

'·-' .roli.owing morning. The liaison tew rl th Repul;>lic of Vietnam uni ts 
' . 

must be provided with secure radio facsili ties. In many cases, in tel-

ligence and operational information were delayed from these units to 

control headquarters, degrading the value of intelligence and the 

operational capability of the units. 

' ' The most significant lesson learned was the enem;y does not own 

the A SHAU Valley. The lOlst Airborne Division can effectively operate 

for extended periods of time in the valley. The division can make it 

extr-.ly
1 

001t17 to the enemy, . if he should decide to defend his 
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installations against the superior firei>over, mobility and aggressive­

ness of the Screaaing Eagle1. Theil traits were exemplified in the 

true airborne spirit during Operation SOMERSEr PLAIN. 
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APPppil I 

TA s K 0 A Q. I Ii AT I O·N 

Tuk Force I 

HHC 1/101 Abn Div 
l-J27th Inf (.:.) . 

D/1-502 Int (OPCO!f 'Z1 Jul - 6 Aue) 
C/l-505 w ·· (OPCON 9 Aug - 19 q) 
2/C/l-502 Int (OPCON 29 Jul - 6 Aue) 
2/D/l-501 Int (OPCOH 31 Jul . - 6 Aue) 

2-3Z7 Inf 
B/1-327 (OPCON 4 Aug - 20 Aue) 

2-502 Inf . 
2"9320 Arty (DS 1/101) 
B/1-9 Air Cav (OPCON 1/101 JO Jul - 19 Aua) 

101 Ab; Div TrOOpt . 

HHC, lOlst Abn Div 
326 Eng Bn (~) 
501 Sig Bn (-) 
1/58 Inf . (I.RP) 
lOlst .lda1n Co 
lOlst MP Co (-) 
265 RRC. 
§8th Inf Plat (Scout Dog) 

· ·. 10th~ Plat 
36th c.t: .~\ ·. 

... 20th CJll iat. 
2211 Mil Hi.at Det 
25th PI Det: , 

.:lQJ.n Ill ... •'. (•'.) 
· 18lst MI Dtt 

lOlst Abn-Diy 4rti11•tt 
·BBB, lOlat nlt £rt7 
C/l-321 Art7 (Reint 2-320) 
2-11 (-) Jrt7 (GS 10l1t Div Art7) 
B/2-11 Arty (cs.& 2-321) 
C/2-li Jrt7 ~I 2-320) 
c/6-16 Art)' R 2-320, o/o 

Reinf l-J21) 
r/6-JJ (Cl-I a-32i) 

A/326 Eng (DS) 
lat FASCP 501 Si1?1al 
1/101 MP Co 

. l/265 RRC . · 
D/326 M9d 
1/B/801 Maint 
4Sth PI 
~ 101 MI Det 
42d Int .Plat (Scout Dog)· 
557th Int Plat ( Collbat Tracker) 
TACP 

160th Aviation G£oup 

HHC, 160th Avn Gp 
lOlst AHB 
159th .lSHB 
163d·Avn Co (GS) 

Div Spt Cmd 

HHC &: Band 
5th Trana Bn 
426th Sup & Svc Bo 

. 80lst Maint Bn (-) 
J26th Med :an (-) 
Tl•k Foree - lat ABVH Ragimant 

2d Bn, lit Ragt 
· 3d Bn, lat Ract 

RAC, BAO (Blac.k Panther Co) 
A Btrr, 11th .Art1 (105mm) . (towed) . 
Plat, A Co, 34th Art7 (155-) 
Plat, 1st Eng Bn · 
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APPENDIX II (LOGISTICS) TO CASE STUDY, SOMERSET PLAIN 

During SOMERSET PLAIN, the following supplies were used: 

Clase I 341 Short Tons 

Claaa II and IV 1850 Short Tone 

Class III 2i50 Short Tons 

Class v 28J~ Short Tons 
t•. 

TOTAL 717 6 Short Tons 

·In addition, an erdalator capable of ptoduoing 1,500 gallons of potable 

vater per hour, vas operated bf ctl•!.Hon ~gineers at BIRMINGHAM. A 

total of 11,850 1allons of purifi~ water was helilifted to fire bases 

and .maneuver units in water trailAri abd fifty-gallon capacity rubber 

drum8. 

Helicopters of the division's i6oth Aviation G~oup transported 

· 2·,675 troop& during cOabat assaulti ! ..l total of 6,621 passengers and 

5,954 tona of supplies were lifted. lb tire bases ,bf CH-47 heli~opters. 

The group's aviators new 2~604 boui-l .dtiring the operation; 367 hours 

by_ gunships, 1,285 hours bT UH-1 tr6op carriers, and 952 hours bf CH-47 

helicoptera.~ 

Iteu or equii:aent · which required aajor repairs were evacuated 

to BIRMilfGlW( bl' helicopter and theft by- road to CAMP EAGLE. A total 

of 292 it.ms were repaired bf the S011t Maintenance Battalion duririg 

· the opmnticm. 

UNCLASSIFJED 
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Helicopter ambulances ~ere stationed at the forward fire bases, 

and a medical clearing station was established at BASTOGNE. Ninety-

five missions were flown to evacuate 257 patients. The flight time 

from field locations to the clearing station. averaged less than fif-

teen minutes. This facility proved to be especially valuable during 

the evacuation of the mass casualties caused by the errant on strike 

on 10 August. 

:·.::: 
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Airborne Division (U) 

demolition charges and RPG-7 and RPG-2 fires, the eneI:zy' broke 
through the outer perimeter wire and'moved toward the bunker line. 
Intense friendly SA/AW and LFT fires, in addition to direct fire 
artillery Beehive rounds repulsed the enemy attack. Artillerymen 
of the 2d Battalion, 32oth Artillery, fired 4 rounds of Beehive 
at the enemy attempting to breach the perimeter and killed twelve. 
The enemy fled fran the area at 0500 and gunships continued to 
place effective fire on the retreating enemy forces. A sweep of' 
the area at daylight revealed that enemy losses were: 54 NVA KIA, 
2 NVA Fil 1 11 individual and 5 crew-served weapot'l.S, 40 sat chel 
charges, 30 bangalore torpedoes, 50 RR; rockets , 4x9Jr.m RR rounds, 
and miscellaneous SA anum.mition and fiela eauiornent. Friendlv 
losses were: l3 U5 KIA, 52 WIA (16 ev-ac ); D~ge to ba::e camp 
equipment and station property was light. 

(6) Fram 21 May to 27 May ext er.sh e eff oM;s were made by t he 
lOlst Airborne Division and closely cooperat ing ARVN For ces to deny 
the enemy the yield of the coastal plains r:!..ce harvest. Reconnaissance 
in force operations, in addition to a program of extensive and 
aggressive night ambushes were established throu~hout the DiV:.~ion 1 s 
area of operation. During the period a $eries of brief eriga~ernents 
with enemy forces in the coastal plains area, and heavy contact · 
with NVA elements near the edges of .New Base Area 111+. t ook place. 

(7) Company A, 1st Battalion, 501 Infantry, reacting to 
intelligence reports indicating increased enemy activity 20 km 
east of Hue (YD 923208) 1 conducted a canbat assault to enga?e ! 
suspected enemy company in the area on 28 May. Upon . insertion, · 
contact was quickly established with a reinforced enemy platoon. 
The Aero Rifle platoon (ARP) 2-17 Cav and B/2-17 Cav maneuvered 
to Canpe.ny A's position, and while Canpa.11Y A established a blockirur 
position vicinity YD 923215 1 they attacked southeast o\~r the 
enemy•s position. Enemy loseee for the battle were: 3.l. KIA, 1 
VC FW 1 and 5 individual weapons captured. Friendly } osses were: 
1 US KIA, 8 U5 WIA (8 evac) and 1 APC damaged. 

(8) Also on 28 ?l.ay elements of the 1st Battalion, 327 Infantry, 
while conducting reconnaissance in force operations along Pi~hway 
547A discovered a significant vehicle and weapons cache. The 
equipment gnd weapons captured brought the major items of equipment 
captured west of FB VEGHEL to a total of 54 trucks (l! ton), Bx231TITI 
AA guns, 5x85mm field artillery gim.s-, 2xl2. 7mm MG Md lar~e amounts 
of 85mm, ?&nm (tank), 75mn recoilless rine, 8:2mm and 60mm mortar, 
23mm AA and small arms ammunitial. 

(9) On 29 May Company A, 2d Battalion, 327 Infantry discovered 
a large weapons cache 5 km north of FB VEJ.HEL. The 175 weapons 
captured brought the total of weapons captured in three consecutive 
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Airborne Division (U) 

days to 507 individual and 87 crew-served weapons. 

(10) Due to intelligence data indicating that rice was'bein~ 
stored in the area north of the village of Phuong <"'uan Cua, 8 km 
north of Hue (YD 5632), D Company, 1st Battalion, 502 Infantry on 
30 ~.ay conducted reconnaissance in force operations in the area and 
captured 36.5 tons of rice. The rice was evacuated and delivered 
to the district chief of ouang Dien. 

(11) Intelligence · indicated increased enemy activity in the 
village of Le Xa Dong, 12 km east of Hue (YD 8823). In response 
to the intelligence reports, a combined operation involving t~e ·~-17 
Cav and the 3/3 ARVN Infantry Battalion was initii;ted on 3C ~fa.y. 
The 3/3 Infantry (ARVN) moved overland to establish P. blockinp 
pos ition at the southern end of the villape, as Troop A, ~-17 
Cav and one Popular Force platoon began reconnaissance in force 
operations from FB FORWARD south toward the villaP.e. As ?-17 · 
Cav elements attacked south into the 3/3 . Inf~ntry's (ARVN)·position, 
initial contact with the enemy was established. Artillery, TAC 
Air and Light Fire Team fires were imnediately placed on the enemy 
position as the 2-17 Cav elements as~aulted forward to deveJop the 
contact. At 1430 Company B, 1st Battalion, 501 Infantry- was alerted 
to conduct a canbat assault into the eastern portion of the villape 
to establish an additioilal blocking rosition and to contain the 
retreating enemy forces. The 2-17 Cav attacke~ ap~in drivinp the 
enE!!I1.y into established blocking posit i ons, and at ~unset since 
Troop C of the 2-17 Cav was not able to attack throu~h the villape, 
and a tight cordon was formed around the enemy's position. Through­
out the night continous illumination and artillery were employed 
to prevent the enemy's escape. Action for the operation terminated ' 
on 31 May as elements of the 2-17 Cav with a platoon from Company C, 
1st Battalion, 501 Infantry conducted a sweep through the viJlafe 
and destroyed the remnants of the enemy force a.nd resi~t<>nce. The 
eneey losses d'Oring the combined operation were as foll01.....s: U.2 
NVA KIA, 46 Fil, and 69 weapons captured. Of these· enerr:y losses, 
ARVN Forces were · responsible !or 51 Ni!A KIA, 27 'fW ; and 35 i.~cividual 
weapons captured. Friendly losses were: 6 IB WIA , 2 !'F ¥IA, and 
2 PF WIA . 

(12) On 1 June a. combined cordon operation invol vinP' t'S a.nd ARVN 
forces was established around the villAge of Trutlf Phuon~, 16 km 
east of Hue (YD 9419). ·Troops A a.nd B, 2-17 Cav,·Company B, ?d· 
Battalion, 501 Inf?ntry, B Co~pany, 1st Battalion, 501 Infantry, 
and Task Force 7, -1st ARVN Infantry Division attacked on parallel 
axis to· engage enemy forces which were reported in the ~~ea by 
intelligence data. Contact was maintained throughout the afternoon 
of 1 June and ·a cordon was established around the \ri_JJa~e durin~ th~ 
ea.::-ly evening. The results of the battle were: 8 1S WIA , JB VC KIA, 
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of the intensive searches 1 saturation patrolling, extensive tlipht 
ambushes, and rapid exploitation of intelliirence information, the 
existent lines · of continuity within the Viet Con~ infrastructure 
were dissolved. The oteration terminated on 6 Nov~mber and the 
final results were as f oll.C>lm: 56 VC KIA, 66 VC/"iW, . and 60 · 
individual weapons captured. Friendly losses were 1 US ¥IA, 6 tTS 
WIA, 3 ARVN KIA, 12 ARVN WIA, 1 RF /PF KIA, 7 RF /PF WIA. 

s. The 2d Battalion, 3/7 Infantry and elements of the 1st 
Battalion, 327 Infantry, and 7th ARVN Cavalry initiP.ted a cordon 
operation on Nui Tranh Peninsula in response to a Hoi Chanh 1 s 
information concerning the existence of an enemy force between 
150 and · 200 men on the penimiula. Throughout the operation sweeps 
of the area, ground contamination and demolitions were employed 
to rocrt out and destroy the enemy and hie places of refuge. Result s 
of the operation were minimal as regards to body count, but a large 
number of enemy fortifications and installations were de~t royed 
denying him further use of the area. · 

t. In the 1st Brigade · area of operation the 1st Ba.tt::ilion, 
327 Infantry, 2d Battalion, 502 Infantry, 2/7 ARVN Cav Troop, 
Hoc Boa CamJmlY, and Phu Loe .Popular Forces and National Police 
Field Forces conducted a cordon operation in the vicinity of 
Phu Loe District Headquarters. During the eight day operation 
which began on 3 November and terminated 10 November over 1300 
suspects were interrogated and approximately 70 we~e detained as 
prisoners of war. In addition 4 enemy were killed, .and l1S Forces 
sustained only 4 wounded, Md those as a result of booby tra.ps. 
On 3 November the western and northern boundary wa~ extended 
(See Inclosure 2: Area of Operation) to include part of the area · 
vacated by the 1st Cavalry Division when it deployed to III Corps. 
With previous extensions the Division's area of operation encanpassed 
lee kilomters fran north to ~outh. 

u. Following Operation Phu Vang III (26 October - 6 November), 
the 1st Battalion, 327 Infantry, ::'d Battalion, 50::> Infantry, a t~~k 
farce fran the 7th ARVN Armored Cavalry, the 13th Coastal Group, 
and elements of the National Police Field Forces , a.-"ld R.;;:ional ~"1:: l'~ 
Naval Forces were involved in a soft cordon and search operation 
6 km southeast of Phu Bai, the the Troui River areP.. As - a result of the 
cordon operation 11 294 personnel were detained and processed throu;-h 
the Joint Intelligence Center; 25 of whom were classified as members 
of the Viet Cong Infrastructure. In ad~ it ion to the detained personnel, 
10 Viet Cong were killed and 10 individual weapons were captured. 

. . 

v. On 18 Novembe~ the 2d Battalion, 501 Infantry, and elements 
of the 3d ARVN Reg:bnent were involved in operation Nam Hoa I. Intel-
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an enlarged clearing station proved to be particularly valuable 
in providing timely medical treatment for casualties suffered 
throughout the operation. 

(1) In addition, elements of the 1st Battalion, 3-27 Infantry 
conducted extensive sweep operations along· Highway 547A to clear 
enemy forces fran the area and along the flight path of the combat 
assault forces. 

(2) Ch 4 August units of the 1st Brigade- 2d Battalion, 502 
Infantry, 2d Battalion, 327 Infantry- conducted canbat ass~ults 
into the A Shau Valley in the vicinity of A loui and Ta Bat, 
respectively. Cn the following day elements of the 1st ARVN 
Regiment, 1st ARVN Division conducted combat assaults into the 
valley in· the vicinity of Ta Bat. During the period 5 Au~st -
17 August, both the lst Brigade and 1st ARVN Regiment elements 
conducted extensive reconnaissance in for.ce operations throu~hout 
the Valley. The enemy employed dela.yi.ng ar.d hara~sing tactic5 as 
the US-ARVN force! conducted reconnaissance in force operations 
in the Valley. No major enemy in!tallations or caches were 
discovered by the combined forces. On the niphts of 16-18 Aupust 
elements of the J26th Engineers emplanted minefields and sensor 
devices at three choke points in the valley. The sensor devices 
monitored by a station positioned on EAGLE'S NEST were exploited 
·imnediately by artillery units located nearby. Aerial reconnai~se.nce 
indicated that this procedure denied the enemy use of this principal 
line of ·ccmmunication for over two weeks·followirlfT t~ extr~ction 
of maneuver elements on 18 and 19 August. The results of the 
combat operations in the Valley by US/ARVN Forces were: 

a. tis Total!: 

Friendly Losee! 

19 IB KIA 
104 IB v.·IA 

2 IB MIA 

b. ARVN Totals-: 

15 ARVN KIA 
57 ARVN WIA 

2 ARVN MIA 

15 

Enenv losse! 

93 NVA KIA 
1 NVA 1W 

23 Indi v Wpns Capt 
11 Crew-served Wpns Capt 

88 NVA KIA 
3 NVA 1W 

22 Indiv WP'ls Capt 
2 Crew-served Wpns Capt 



Inclosure 3 (Persormel· and Adminietration) to Combat Arter Action Report, 
Operation NEVADA EAGLE, lOlst Airborne Divisiai (U) 

1. Unit Strengthe 

a. Strengths as of 17 ?t.ay 1968: 

NEVADA EAGLE 
OFF WO EM 

UNTI' AurH EG PD AUTH ASG PD AUTH ASG PD - -
1st Ede 
HI£ 25 36 34 18 3 3 180 200 188 
1/327 Inf 43 26 2.1+ 2 1 1 875 'Tf!'l 714 
2/327 Inf 43 29 26 2 1 l 8?5 68? 650 
2/502 Inf 43 34 30 2 l 1 B'75 760 715 

2d Ede 
HHC 25 32 32 18 4 4 180 127 154 
1/501 Inf 43 40 40 2 2 2 f!75 838 811 
2/501 Inf 43 36 36 2 2 2 875 809 7~ 
1/502 Inf 43 36 35 2 2 2 B75 792 772 

Div Art;I 
HHB 28 71 .25 11 8 7 165 159 144 
2/320 Arty 41 48 48 3 3 3 416 462 430 
1/321 Arty 43 41 42 2 2 2 391 L.02 3~? 
2/11 Arty 30 36 36 4 4 4 552 582 564 

~d B:ie 1 82d 
HHC 69 89 89 14 11 11 750 782 733 
1/505 Inf 36 40 40 2 2 1 754 624· 6m 
2/505 Inf • 36 42 42 2 2 2 754 633 588 
1/508 Inf 36 43 43 2 0 0 754 670 612 
2/321 Arty 39 50 47 3 2 2 il6 337 3?.4 

DISC CM 
HH&B Z7 . 28 2.l+ 2 2 0 134 206 186 
326th Med 52 39 35 15 14 10 313 275 214 
801st Nn 22 17 16 4 6 6 311 351 3n 
426th S&C 26 17 11 7 , J · 2 L.48 39? 343 

Aviatiai 
lOlst ASHB 63 30 28 12.4 47 41 653 304 250 
308th CAB 20 19 16 3 13 13 ~ 160 150 
(Redesignated 
159th ASHB) 

Div Trp 
2-17 Cav 41 30 30 2 2 2 588 1.07 389 
326th Engr 33 32 16 2 2 2 543 540 520 

··-
3-1 



Inclosure 3 (Perso;mel and Administrat~r.n) to Combat C'per~ti~n~ After Action 
Report, Operation Nevada Eagle, lO~t Airborne Division (U) 

OFF WO !Y-
UNIT !!!!.!! ~ ~ AU'I'H J3G PD AUTH ~ PD - - -
Div Trp (Con 1t) 
501 st Sig 13 10 10 3 4 4 336 2P7 22? 
101st MP Co 7 16 9 1 3 /. 157 154 149 
HHC, Div 62 76 68 1 3 0 132 21L. 150 

b. Changes to strength during 6f'erati0?1 ~ADA T<:.A.GL-:: . 

C'n 19 October 1968 the 3rd Brigade, 82d Airhorne Divi:ioL depArte~ at the 
following Rtrength: 

UNIT AL'TH ASG PD AUTP. ASG PD Al1TP. A;)G T'D - - - --
~rd Ekie 1 82nd 
HHC 69 87 '27 14 p 11 750 773 '75L. 
1/505 Inf 36 39 38 2 2 2 754 703 67/ 
2/505 Inf 36 40 39 '- 2 2 '7'54 6f>C 663 
1/508 Inf 36 42 42. . 2 2 2 754 673 6L.9 
2/321 Arty 39 47 46 3 2 2 !.+ 16 389 3 70 

On 17 October 1968 the 3d Brigade, 101 ~t Airborne Divi!Oion .;oined at t he 
following strength: 

2d Bde 1 101 st 
HHC 25 32 41 18 6 14 1'20 142 140 
1/506 Inf 43 34 30 2 ? 2 875 ~ 748 
2/506 Inf 43 35 30 2 ? 2. ?:75 783 7?4 
3/187 Inf 43 31 31 2 2 "' P,75 775 718 ,, 
2/319 43 45 41 ? 2 2 391 373 . 33-4 

c. Strengths at close of Operation NEVADA EAGI..E. 

1~ Bde 
HHC 25 29 29 18 16 16 1eo ;'06 194 
1/327 Inf 43 ·43 43 ? 2 2 R75 810 777 
2/ 327 li1f 43 42 42. ? 2 2 275 ?OP '7?,?. 
2/50? Inf 43 41 40 2 2 / 875 p17 7?9 

2d Bde 
HBC 25 .37 37 18 15 13 1P.O 233 ?1? 
1/501 Inf 43 39 38 - 2 2 ?. ~75 7P6 76'2 
2/5c1 Inf 43 38 36 2 2 ? 875 748 71/ 
1/50? Inf 43 38 38 ?. ?. 2 875 '7f: 9 7?.6 

)d Bde 
HHC 25 33 33 18 , "' ,,, 1 , ipo ':'?6 ~1$ 

1/506 Inf 43 40 39 ? 2 '275 798 60? 

3-2 
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Inclosure 5 (Chemical.) to Canbat After Action Report, Operation NEVADA 
EAGLE, lOlst Airborne Divisicn (U) 

h. (U) Chemical maintenance support. Inspection and repair teams 
for all chemical items of equipnent were provided·to division units on 
their request. Prior to Operation Somerset Plain, chemical maintenance 
teams inspected and classified all Ml? Protective Masks in the units par­
ticipating in the operation. Serviceable masks -were avil.Able for all 
units by D-Day. Since the start of NEVADA EAGLE, over 15,0CO protective 
masks, 61 portable flame throwers and S miscellaneous items of chemical 
equipnent have been inspected .and/or repaired. 

i. (U) Chemical Muniticns in Perimeter Defense. 

(1) The flame fougasse, a 55 gallon drum filled with 8% thickened fuel, 
and the !:-8 Tactical CS Launcher, were extensively used arou."ld perimeters 
of NDP 1s, FB 1 e, LZ 1s, etc, to assist in the defense of these locations. 

(2) 11 243 name fougasse and 2.1.+.2 E-S 1s have been installed in the 
division AO throughout this period. 

j.. (C) Bunker Seeding Operations. 

(1) Persistent CS-1 is also used to seed bunker, cave and tumel 
campleoce!! to deny use to hostile forces. 

(2) The 2/327 Airborne Infantry Batta.lion conducted an operc>tion on the 
Nui Tron peninsula, during November, which uncovered approximately 50 
bunkers and cave1J used by the enemy for storage and shelter. The 10th 
Chemical Platoon provided a CS bunker seeding team for this operation 
fran 11-17 November. As 31 January 1969, the 'contaminated bunkers still 
could not be entered because of the effects of agent CS. 

2. (U) statistics: 

TYPE OF MJSS ION 

Aerial Defoliation 

Ground Defoliation 

Aerial Insecticide 

NUMBER OF MISS IOIB 

36 

58 

5-4 
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Required 74 sorties with 
average expenditure of 150 
~allons per miseion 

Required 56 sorties with 
average expenditure of 500 
gallons per mission 

Required 8'7 sort i es with 
· aveTa~e expenditure of 150 
~allons per mission 
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Appendix I (Case Study: Operation s·G!ERSET PLAIN) to Combat After Action 
Report, Operation NEVADA EAGLE, lOlst Airborne Division (U) 

CASE STUDY:· OPERATION S CMERSET PLAIN 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PREFACE 

This case study' of operation SOMERSET PLAIN was prepared to illus­

trate techniques developed by the lOlst Airborne Division when operating 

along distant lines of communication against a wily, evasive eneJll1 in 

areas where terrain and the vagaries 6f weather tend to favor the 

enem;y. 

Included in this study- are the d•vii.opaent of f orvard supply areas 

and fire support bases, methods of reiupplT, combat assault techniques, 

the use of artille1"1 and tactical air support, a method for employing 

: -) minefields with sensor devices at night• the use of smoke for screening 
'- ./ 

landing zonea and pickup zones, and thl empl~yment of BLU-52 bombs. 

It is hoped the information contained herein, and the lessons learned 

. . by' this di vision will be instructive ro:t. othe:r mili t81"1 organizations, 

whether taaked with training officers, enilated men or entire units for 
. : ' ~ 

deployment, and for forces ~079<1 in l Ii.Milar environment. 

UNCLASSiFIED 



SSlFlED 

The last elements of the lOlst Airborne Division were withdrawn from 

the A SHAU Valley on 19 August 1968, thus marking the termination of 

Operation SOMERSET PLAIN. This was the initial large scale operation 

conducted by the division since the beginning of its reorganization to 

conform with the airmobile· concept. Early in July the Comm.anding General, 

XXIV Corps, considered an operation in the A SHAU Valley, and at the urg­

ing of Major General Melvin Zais; Commanding General, lOlst Airborne 

Division, the Corps Commander ~elected the Screaming Eagles for the 

mission. Final planning for the operation commenced when the Corps 

Commander sta~ed, "The lOlst .Airhorne Division will conduct offensive 

operations in the A SHAU Valley vi th one US brigade, ·plus a t-wo-battalion 

task force from the 1st Divisi6n, Republic of Vietnam, to interdict enemy 

lines of communications, to destroy North Vietnamese _ Army/Viet Cong forces, 

caches and installa~ions, and on order, to establish designated barriers." 

General Zais decided to em.plot the First -Brigade as the US element 

because battalions of this brigade vere favorably ·disposed in the direc­

tion of the valley. The Command.int Oeneral of the A:r1l1:f of Vietnam's 1st 

Division provided the 2d and Jd Sattalions, 1st Regiment; the Black Pan­

ther Company, vhioh is an elite reaction force; and artillery and engi­

neer support. (See Appendix I, T}J)K ORGANIZATION.) With this as a 

brief introduction, let us take A closer look at a period in the history 

of this famed division, a period which was to test the imagination of 

senior commanders and staff officers, and the stamin~ and determination 

of the individual paratroopers - th' inheritors of the spirit of the 

UNCLASSIFIED 



airborne engendered at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana, in 1942, and proven in 

combat at Carentan, Eindhoven, Bastogne, Tuy Hoa and Oak To. 

The verdant A SHAU Valley and adjacent mountains, pleasing though 

they are to the eye, present problems of communication and movement to 

the ground combat soldier. The valley averages a kilometer and ~ half 

in width. It is an undulating plain with local relief up to fifty meters, 

and it is covered with brushwood, clear forests and tall elephant grass. 

The RAO LAO River flows through the ~ailey from southeast to northwest 
' 

until it reaches TA BAT where it t~i te the west, and continues on 

into LAOS. The mountains on both siJas of the valley rise sharply up to 

heights of al.inost 5,000 feet. Most of the mountains are covered with 

double or triple canqpy jungle. Unde~grOVth is very dense in most places, 

limiting rapid foot movement . to traiia, Vhich are usually along ridgelines 

and streambeds. In some places, cragi; peaks rise above the jungle growth • 

. The principal road in the area is Rb~te ~48, which is a fair-weather 
- ~ . 

improved road, varying in width froli. three to six meters. Routes 547 and 

547A are subsidiary roads from one to t.hree meter~ in width. (See Sketch 

Map 1.) 

Weather conditions conformed generally to preoperation forecasts, 

except for the predicted occurrence of early morning fog and the height 

of afternoon ceilings. ' . Early morning fog was prevalent, but it had 
' I 

usually dissipated by 0800 hours., earlier by some t'Wo hours than pre-

dieted. Fog caused a change in the sequence of combat assaults, but 

this had no· impact on operations. Mountains were u5ually obscured by 

~ . ·-: • ~ :.: i ~I - ~ ._· "' :... ' ' ~ . . ! , • ·" .. '· a -> -

.-- \ · ~ : r--: ;. .. n 
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low ceiling between 0600and 0800 hours. Afternoon cumuliform ceilings 

favored a height of J,500 to 4,000 feet thus placing cloud bases above 

most of the ridgelines. Because of these generally favorable conditions, 

factors of weather did not usually adversely .affect aviation operations. 

The importance of the valley to the enem;r is palpable. His activities 

there since the US Special Forces camp near the town of A SHAU vas over­

run in February 1966 only reinforce the obvious. The valley has served 

as one of the enem;r's principal iines bt communication into the I Corps 

Tactical Zone. A special intelligence study published on 22 July indi­

cated enemy activity had increas$d eubaequent to Operation DELAWARE, 

vhich vas · conducted by the 1st Catilrt Division (A?-rmobile) during the 

period 19 April to 17 May. Enemy Unit~ identified as probably operating 

in the Vicinity of the valler verel the 29th North Vietnamese Regiment; 

·the 6th North Vietnamese Regiment j the 9th Independent North Vietnamese 

.Battalion; the 40th Battalion, 65tb ktillery Regiment; elements of the 

~80th Air Defense Regiment; the J.3«1 i3attalion, J08th Engineer Aeg.iment; 

Military Station 7~ 559th Transportation Group; an unidentified signal 

battalion; and, possibly, the Jd Battalion, 20Jd Armored Regiment. 

Enemy unita identified positively during the operation vere the 816th 

and 818th Battalion• of the 9th North Vietnamese Regiment. This vas 

one of the moat significant aspects ot the intelligence effort because 

the 9th Regiment had not been ident1tled since the TET Offensive, and 

'had been dz:opped from Order of Battle holdings. 

3 
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.Against this array of enemy paver, the division commander decided on 

a concept of conducting the operation in five phases. Phase I (4-5 August) 

was the combat assault of maneuver battalions into the valley, except for 

the 1st Battalion (Airborne), JZ7th Infantry, which would provide security 

for the construction of fire bases, and conduct reconnaissance in force 

operations along Route 547A. In Phase II battalions conducted recon-

naissance in force operations, and combat assaults to the west, to inter-

diet enemy lines of communications near Objectives nOFTOWN and PER.RY. 

One US company attacked to clear and hold the high ground designated as 

Objective BEAK. Phase III was the !earching out and destruction of enemy 

forces in the vicinity of Objectives HOPTOWN, PERRY and ESSEX. The denial 

plan of Phase IV consisted of placing mines and sensor devices along choke 

points to impede enemy mov~nt, and to inflict casualties after the with-

drawal of friendly '1Ilits from the valley. The brigade coordinated the 

extraction during Phase V of the Vietnamese units on E-Day and the US 

maneuver battalions on E+l. 

Before these operations could be iaunched, hovever, the significant 

problems of resupply and fire support had to be resolved. Daily tonnage 

requirements of all classes of supply, helicopter lift assets and flight 

times from existing logistical support points to the valley were subjected 

to a detailed analysis. The operation could have been supported directly 

from Camp Eagle; however, a for'iolard supply point would obviously reduce 

the cost of the operation in terms of fuel and flying time. Another 

4 
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consideration was to reduce the tille expended for gunships to refuel and 

rearm, thus providing more support by these assets in the area of opera-

tions. The forward facility had to be completed by JO July because Troop 

B, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 1st· Cavalry Division, attached to the lOlst 

for the operation, was scheduled ~o start operations on that date. 

The Commanding General decided to expand an existing fire base, 

BIRMINGHAM, to enable the optimum use of resources. The expansion in­

cluded two Class V helipads, each ot which could accommodate two CH-47's; 

one Class I, II, and IV, III and water helipad with a capacity for three 

CH-47 1 s; four. CH-47 refuel points j a pick-up zone for fifty UH-1 troop­

ships with an adjacent fifteen point rtfuel facility; a r~fuel/rearm 

pad for eighteen gunships; and a staginj area for two infantry battalions. 

(See Sketch Map 2.) Ceinstruction started on 26 July .and was completed 

on schedule four days later. Br eatabllshing the forward supply point, . . 
the flight time for each CH-47 sortie was reduced nine minutes, and for 

each UH-1 sortie, it was reduced tth il:iriutes. 

A five-day level of all classei of supply, except Class III, was pre­

stocked at BIRMINGHAM. The Class I ~tock was based on unit strengths, 

and Class V was based on the number of veapons and a six month usage 

factor. One hundred thousand gallo~s; or two days, of Class III were 

stored at this facility, because this amount would support the two days 

of maxi.mum expenditure, i.e., the daye on which combat assaults were 

' conducted. · .A.a an emergency measure, three days of supplies for two 

• 
1 
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infantry battalions vere rigged for air drop, and USAF air control lers 

vere attached to :maneuver units. This latter procedure is now standard 

for all large division operations. 

With the logistical support problem resolved, attention was focused 

on constructing fire bases near the valley to insure infantry units would 

alvays operate Within the range of at least one artillery unit. An aerial 

reconnaissance was conducted. by Senior infantry, artillery, engi neer and 

signal commanders. Their purpose was to make certain fire bases could be 

constructed and defended on the proposed locations, that necessary artil­

lery support could be provided, ana that communications between fire 

bases and rear areas could be established and maintained. It was deter-

mined that four fire bases would be required. A lesser· number would have 

sufficiently covered the are~ of operation, but the terrain restricted the 

.z:iumber of artillery pieces which could be placed on any one fire base • 
. 

To construct a large fire base wouid require moving a considerable amount 

of earth. Therefore, the decision w•s made to construct more 'and ~maller 

fire bases. 

The 1st Battalion (.Airborne), 32'7th Infantry, operating in the vicinity 

0£ Fire Base V!XIH.EL, was given the mission of providing security for the 

additional bases. To do this, the battalion commander directed one 

company to attack west from V]X}HEL u~ the valley of the RAO NHO River, 

and then south to the site of Fire Base SON. En route, the company encoun-

~ered light and sporadic resistance, and captured three 85mm field guns. 

Thi s march, a distance of about nine kilometers, required eight days to 

6 
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complete. The infantrymen cut a landing zone large enough for a UH-1 

helicopter to lift in engineer troops with chain saws and demolitions on 

19 July. The engineers used this equipment to sufficiently expand the 

landing zone for a CH-47 helicopter to bring in a M-450 tractor (Airborne 

Minidozer) on 20 July. By 22 July ·the engineers, with the capability of 

the m.inidozer, had enlarged SON enough to allow a CH-54 helicopter to 

introduce a D5-A; an additional D5-A vas brought in on each of the two 

succeeding days. In addition to clearing the area of trees and under­

growth, the engineers prepared tactical command poets for 1-327 and the 

1st Regiment, 1st Division, South Vietn.meae Arr1J7, and artillery emplace­

ments for one US 105mm battery, one US 1~5id battery, and four 105mm and 

two 155mm howitzers manned by South Viethamese artiilerymen • . Battery A, 

2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th. Artillerj'j va~ lifted to SON from VF.GHEL 

on 23 July. 

This battery' suppo.rted the combat assault of Company B and the 

Reconnaissance Platoon, 1-327, onto Fire tiaat EAGLE'S NEST on 26_ July • 
. ' . . . 

·This fire base had been used by the 1st Cav&lry Division (Airmobile) 

during Operation DELAWARE. TVo thousand i;ound fuze extension bombs 

. (daisy cutters) were dropped on the fire base prior to the assault, to 

neutralize mines and booby traps, which !ad been emplaced by the enemy 

after the withdrawal of the 1st Cavalry. The assault was delayed for 

two days because clouds obscured the sutiirl.t; and on the day of the assault 
.. 

by the infantrymen, the ceiling was only loo feet. The area of EAGLE'S 
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NEST was so rocky and constricted that only three 155mm hovitzers could 

be placed there. The altitude vas too great for a D5-A bulldozer to be 

lifted in to construct the positions. A T-6 bulldozer, which is lighter, 

vas borrowed from a naval construction regiment to aid in the construction. 

This peak is extremely precipitous, but determined effort by all ·para-

troopers involved converted it · into an effecti7e fire base. EAGLE's NEST 

was completed on JO July, in spite of the harrowing experience of operat-

ing heavy equipment in the area. 

From EAGLE'S NEST infantry security elements and a squad of engineers 

attacked down the southeast ridge on 28 July to the site of Fire Base 

GEORGIA. These personnel moved ove.riand because this . was the quickest 
. ., . 

means of getting into · the area and starting construction. Using D-5A 

bulldozers the engineers COJnt>leted, on i August, positions for tvo 105mm 

batteries and three 155mm. howitzers, plus an artillery battalion command 

post and fire direction center. 

Other infantry elements from EAGLE'S NF.ST continued .the at~ack past 

G!X)RGIA to the location of Fire Base BERCHTESGADEN. Some trails had been 

used on the move to ·GmRGIA, but from there to BERCHTESGADEN, the para-

' troopers had to cu~ their way through the jungle. Because of the alti-

tude and triple canopy the undergrowth vas not extremely thick, and the 

march was completed in one day. The area around BERCHTESGADEN contained 

many booby traps, which had to be destroyed before construction could 

begin. Using two T-6 and two M-450 bulldozers, engineers from Company 

A, 326th :Eilg1neer Battalion (Airborne) completed construction of this 

fire base on 2 August. Positions were prepared for tvo 105mm batteries, 
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plus tacti cal command posts for the 1st Brigade, the 2d Battalion 

.... (Airborne), 3Z7th Infantry and th6 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d 

Infantry. 

Helipads for cargo and for visitors were also leveled on all of the 

fire bases. The density of personnel, weapons and equipment_ was .very 
. . 

great, restricting :movement within the fire base area. The problems 

encountered in leveling areas for the various instal~ations on each 

fire base were monumental. That the engineers accomplished their 

mission in a hostile environment, and in terrain so steep that men had 

to secure handholds to pull themselves Up the slopes, is a tribute to 

their determination to support their 1.ntantcy comrades-in-arms. The 

sketch of Fire Base BERCHTF.SGADEN (Sketoh J) portrays Vividly the 

obstacles presented bi the terrain. 

Meanwhile, many other preparations for the operation were under-

. . taken. A chemical supply point, establi.shed. at BIRMINGHAM, stocked 

CS-1 riot control agent for the contaln.ination of . bunker·s and tunnels, 

.E-8 CS cartridge launchers for the employment of nonpersistent CS 

against eneJ!ij" personnel, and SFG-2 f~g oil and ten and thirty pound 

smoke pots for dispersion by UH-1 helicopters. A forward supply point 

for CS-1 and SFG-2, and a filling and recharging point for portable · 

flame throwers were located at Fire Base VEGHEL. Chemical :mainte-

nance teams inspected all Ml.7 protective masks in the 1st Brigade. 

· Two hundred and sixty defective masks were replaced. Five defoliation 

miss i ons were flown in the vicinity of Fire Bases SON and VEGHEL , to 

9 
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supplement similar missions flown by the· US.AF from May to July al ong 

highways 547 and 547 A. 

A XIIV Corps 01-H provided a dally minimum of ten hours of visual 

reconnaissance of the valley on the days immediately preceding the 

' '-' operation. Forward air · controllers of the US.AF also conqucted recon-

'· ... 
· • . _i 

'. ' ·. ) 

~ 
"' 

naissance missions and directed air strikes against gun positions, 

fortifications, and troops. The air cavalry troop, attached from the 

1st Cavalry Division, provided v&luable assistance through armed recon­

naissance. The troop averaged seven aightings or engagements daily 

beginning on 1 August, located numer6lia trails and bunker complexes, 
1: • 

and confirmed proposed landing zonef tor assault forces. 

Complete aerial photo coverage ot the valley _wa~ : provided by the 

USAF. \ The Imagery Int_erpret-~tion ~ctlbn of the 101.st Military Intel­

ligen~e ·netachment disseminated inf~~t!on gained f~om read-outs of 

'these photographs, c.d usGbled moiiaics for distribution down to 

·battalion level. 

.. Eight batteries or artill•17 var~ displaced to the .. new rii-e bases 

prior to D-Day ( se~ Sketch Map 4). ~ch l.05mm battery stockpiled 

~,ooo rounds o~ position, and each l'Sini battery, 2,006 rounds. Two 

batteries of the .ist Battalion, 83d Artille~ (l75mn), which were located 

at Fire Base BASTOGNE, -supported the operation .without displs.cing •. 

Al&o during this period, two companies, 1-327, attacked astride 

highway 547A from V!nHEL to the valley: 
~ ·. 
Their mission was to check for 

' enemy acti~ty and installations alon~ thls artery. · The mountains were 

covered vith triple canopy, and the terrain was succi nctl y described 
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b7 those vho toiled laboriouisl1 over it as "straight up and straight 

down." J.a the . coapanies approached the valley, they discovered an in-

creasing number of fortified positions, but contact with the enemy was 

light. The onl1 significant contact was made by Company C about four 

kilometers east of the valley where they gunnsd down two members of an 

ene.m;y squad. On 4 August these two companies occupied blocking posi-

tions near high'W81' 547! and overlooking the valley. 

On the last tvo days of July, th& 2-327 anc the 2- 502 were moved 

from Fire Base BRICK to CAMP EAGLE for ~ liti!.nd down. \oibile a: C.W 

EAGLE, these battalions prepared.weapons ind equipment~ and received 

briefings on the A SHAU operation. They were trucked to their forwaFd 

staging area at BIRMINGHAM on 3 August. 

As dawn broke on ~Day; 4 August, they waited, thoroughly briefed 

and coabat loaded, tor th• order to bO~d their helicopters, and svoop 

majeaticall7 through the early morning stiilness onto their landing 

zones at TA BAT and A LUCI. Unhe~rd bt the paratroopers 1 perspiring 

under their heavy loada at even thl.a e&.r:i;- hour, the stillness of the 

valley had already been interrupted by t.he crashing roar of bombs on 

enem;r posi tiona. ·Fourteen B-52 strike~ were flcwn against enemy 

locations juat prior to the operation. tl.even of these missions ~ere 

' 
flown in the tventy-!our hours preceding the combat assault. The last 

or these devastatinc raida occurred at 0850 hours on 4 August~ followed 

·1•ed1.atal,- bf' tour fiights o.f tactical aircraft which dropped "daisy 
' 
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cutters" on the two landing zones. A! the last of these a:rcraf~ 

completed its mission, the ensuing quiet vas again broken . This time 

the thunderous roar of artillery pieces firing and shells expl oding 

reverberated throughout the objective areas.. Addi tiomo_ly , eight 

.:. suspected enemy locations and infiltration routes ·were co:.--:,acinated 
"' 

\) 
with persistant CS dropped ·in BLU-52 A/ B bombs ~y ?- 4 a:.:rcrs.:~:. . Tt:.s 

system is more accurate than drum dropa by CH-47 hel :.ccpt e::-1': h..:: i:.!le 

disadvantage is the F-4 is the only aircteft -i:re:: t: ·. ::.. y ca:;:at: e Jf 

delivering the system., and this plane can car:-y ou. _-,f t..-o :a:.T..'--5 .... A 'E. 

The combat assault plan des~gnated the 2- 327 tc l and f irst at 

TA BAT folloved by the 2-502 at A LUOI1 At 0730 hours e for~ard air 

controller reported TA BAT obscured by fog , while the fog arcund 

A LUOI vas rapidly dissipating. Commanders ; al ready ai~~c:ne i n com-

m.and and control h•licopters, reversed the planned order c: :_r,~ e~tion . 

Fift7 OH-1 helicopters were used to lift the two batta::.. :on ~ onto 

their landing zones. 
J 

They followed the flight ro~te ( s h ,....~ . ::- Si::7 t ch 

?), in groups of five, heavy: left, aIUi landed in a stagge~ec t rai :. 

The groups of five were spaced at thirtr-eecond interva: :. Gt4nships 

firaJ.a thre~llinute preparation, which terminate<! ll:=.ec ::. & <. e ~ :· F:.or 

to the landing of the first lift. For aubsequent lif~s ~ ~ir.Ehi ~E 

orbited in the Vicinity of the landing zones to prov:.de :: ·.:.!'.- ;-,or t a:o 

needed. The 2-502 landed without incident, but the 2-.32~ re ~ e i vei 

' heavy ground tire from a position about 500 me~er~ ~e st c: t~s:.r 

landing sane. Gunships scooted ·in immediately t o s upp"e ~ c ~~c :~ re. 
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The commanders concerned controlled the combat assault from their heli-

copters to insure preparatory fires were placed exactly where they were 

planned.. The nimble-footed paratroopers cleared the land:ng zone as if 

they were running on eggs in hopes of not activating mines and booby 

traps. The 2-502 commenced reconnaissance in force opera~ions to the 

west, and the 2-JV remained in the vicinity of TA BA'I to secure the 

landing zone for the combat assault of the two ba~talic~s ~f AJ.:t: oc 

5 August. The efficacy of preparatort fires "Was evider: t. be~a.lse no 

troop-carrying helicopters were lost on either day. The g::ns~:ps sup-
. 

porting the assaults were not so. fortunate. Ground fire :~o~ ~est of 

A LUOI downed one gunship and forced. kiother to m.a,ke a precautionary 

landing. One crw member of the former was wounded, and the ship was 

recovered later in the day by a CH-4~. the second gunshiF \o:l:.S flown 

to BIRMINGHJM after the crew determined !t was flyable. Eve= more 

intense was the fire directed again1t r..onships supporti~g t2s co~bat 
' I 

assault of 2-327 onto the landing zon~ at TA BAT. One Ve ~ ~:l a~d 

crashed 200 •ter1 north of the lancll?si sane, resulting in one crew 

member wounded and the aircraft destroyed. Another was hit a: almost 

the same tiu. It burst into flame!!; crashed and burned , ::-s ~-..:..2. t-i ng in 

one crew ._ber killed and the other three wounded. 

After the c~at assaults, 1-32'7 p~aced one company i~ the 

v1cinit7 or TA BAT, vhile the remainder of the battalion starts~ a 

'recormai1s~o• in force toward Objective E.5SEX. It socn becE~& 

fr~ . ~; 
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evident the enm211 had no installations in that area so t he bat t al i on 1 s 

mission was changed to conduct eagle flights, in order t o search out the 

maximum amount of the valley floor. F.agle flights are charact erized by 

small units (uauall7 no larger than a platoon), conducting combat as-

saults onto preselected landing sones, or onto landing zones sel ected 

in flight. Their purpose is to check areas which appear suitable for 

enemy caches or the conceal.ment of small eneJJJy' forces. They remain on 

the ground no longer than necessary to thoroughly search the area. If 

nothing is found, they radio to be extracted, and move on to another 

area. Company- D was giyen the mission of conducting a combat assault 
• I 

against Objective BEAK, which h8d orig!.ililly been p~rt of the mission 

of the 2-502. The rationale for takii:i.g ~d holdi?ig this piece of com­

manding terrain was that it. ·Was belng used AS an artillery base or an 

artillery observation post. A13 Compan;r D waited in the vicinity of 

A LUO! to be- picked Up 'bJ' helicopters, a heavy concentration of artil-

lerr fire crashed into their position. The company suffered a few · 

._:casual ties, but f ortunatel)" the con~..i-atioil hit about fifteen min­

utes before the helicopters. "were ·s~li9duilld. t6 arrive. The combat as-
. - . 

. sault was canceled, and irter darkness enveloped the area, the company . . . 

marched across the valley to an attack p6sition in the vicinity of the 

objective. The next morning, as the paratroopers attacked up the steep 

ridgeline, th17 encountered very stiff r"esistance. The enem;y employed 

60 and 82lla mortars, ar_tillery, rocket-propelled grenades, recoilless 
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rifles and small arms fire, but the uhciaunted Screaming Eagles hel d 

their position. Tactical aircraft dropped napalm and 2, 000-pound bombs 

on enemy pos i tions, and artillery- pounded the enemy in cessantly, but he 

could not be blasted out of the caves and eXtremel y well-cons t ructed . . 
positions. The heroic . paratroopers fought the enemy at close quar t ers 

for four days before they were withdrawn fro~ the hill . The deci sion 

vas made to vithdraw because the weather was clos i ng in, and enemy 

activit7 outside the valley was attracting the att@r,tion of higher 

headquarters. As this action was taki n( place, another co~p~~y cf the 

1-327 reconnoitered the hills along the horthern side of the valley t o 

the east of BEAK. Contact in this arta v~s l i ght ·although many s i gns 

of recent en~ activity, i~~uding bast clinpa and trai ni ng areas , 

were observed. Another company of this battal ion provi ded security 

for Fire Baae SON, and one platoon secured Fire Base BERCHTESG.ADEN. 

EAGLE'S JEST and GPDRGIA vere secured ~ forces provi ded by the 2d · 

Brigade. 

After the battalions of the 1st .ikl:'N Regiment l anded and moved 

south, the 2-327 began reconnai11ano• ~ force operations t c the vest. 

The battalion commander's plan placed A an~ C Compani es on the north 

side of the RAO LAO Rive:-, and B and D Co~panies on t he sou:h ~ ide 

with the Reconniassance Platoon .protecting the bat t alion ' s south 

flank. Though there vae no canopied j'tlngle in the val ley, movement 

vas slov and tedioua because of sacondtry gro'lor1:.h and dense: el ephant 
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grass. Aa an illuatration or the difficulty posed to foot movement, 

it required Company A three dars to :move from the T.A BAT airstrip to 

spot elevation 518, a distance of 2.5 kilometers. With four companies 

abreast, pushing to the vest, and spoiling for a fight, in the main 

they vere disappointed.. The en8m;r elected to withdraw rather than 

face the aggressive, determined troopers. 

A tragic incident occurred on 10 August when an airstr:ke ca~led 

for by Company D vent avry, and killed seven anc wounded f:fty-four 

members of the company. The battali~n commander immediat ely dep:oyed 
. 

the reconnaissance platoon to the area to reinforce the str:cken unit. 

The division commander landed his helicopter near Company D, and his 

presence stabilized· the situation. Th• division Gl diverted all 

available replacements to .this company, ind by 13 August it was once 

again at com.bat strength. 

After its combat assault, the 2-SO~ conducted reconnaisse.nce in 

force operations south and southwest or A LUOI. In one significant 

. contact on 8 August, Company D killed seven members of a North Viet­

namese platoon, vhich vas supported b1 mortars and snipers conceal ed 

in trees. The battalion also searched for the enemy throughout the 

mountainoua arN vest of Fi.re Basee EAGLE 'S NEST and GEORGIA. In 

this area, th9 battalion, anxious to develop a fight 'With a large 

en91111 !'oroe, encountered sporadic re!istance from small numbers of 

mim:11 lurkina in well-concealed positions. The enemy refused to 
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make a stand against the "Strike" troopers, preferring instead to retreat 

toward his sanctuary in Laos. 

The contribution of the Republic of Vietnam ' s i nfan t.ry battali ons 

and Black Panther Company - the latter landed on t he TA BAT ai rs t rip 

on 6 August -- was vary significant as they account ed fo ::- nearl y half 

of the enemy killed during the operation. Their commanders and staff 

exhibited professional competence and kno'Wiedge of the e::. en:y , arid the 

courage and aggressiveness of the indlviduai South Vi etnames e scldier 

was unsurpassed by any others in the Oper~ti.on . Tragedy also i: t ruck 

in their area when a 155mm shal+ fir.a from SON f ell shor t and killed 

ten and wounded eighteen. Two of tho!t kiiled and two Younded 'W'ere 

US advisors; the remainder were ARVN 8oldiers . 

In addition to presaniing fleetf!g targets for t he ~nfantryl!!e~ 1 E 

weapons, the enemy .conducted harassllii t6eket and mort ar attacks 

against fir9 basee and night defensivt po!itions. A t otal of 181 

North Vistn.mese soldiers wers ~lled during the 'oper atioL. and four 

more were taken pr11oner. Fort,-rive hidividual and t hir t ee"" crew-. 
served weapons, twelve tons of rice, eleven l22mm rockets, ei ghteen 

cases of 12.?m Uimuni tion, thirty-tvo cases of small e. ... ~" anm::..:ni tion, 

fifty-four minee and miscellaneous signal ,and medi cal eq~:prr.en: ver e 

removed from the enem;r's inventory. ~even 2-ton trucks ;.rer e de~ troyed. 

FriendlT aircraft 101•es due to enemy action were one F- 4 f ighter 

· bombsr, tour t!B-1 gunships and one light observation hel:ccpter. 

Frisndl.7 pertcmnal 101ses were .xtremei y light . 

• 
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The denial phaae of SOMERSET PLAIN vas instituted to prevent the 

enemy from 11eving through the valley and storing supplies there after 

the withdrawal of friendly forces. Minefields and sensor devices were 

placed across three choke points in the valley. Engineers and Long 

Range Patrol teams were helilifted from Vl!nHEL to the tl:ree selected 

locations. The mines and sensors were e::n~laced during the hours of 

darkness on 16-17 and 17-18 Augw!t with the aid of off-set illumin~-
.. 

tion. Each mine vas booO,-trapped with an antilift device~ and a 
.. 

chemical time f'uze vas inserted into each one to destroy it after a 

determined period of time. Knot.ted rop411 were valuable in determin-
. ,. . 

ing the location of each cluster of miDes. Perso!lllel who possessed 

extensive experience in mine warfare were the only ones entrus t ed to 

arm the mines at night. 

The Long Rang.e Patrol teams aplac.d 8ensor devices to detect 
. ' 

anem;r mov ... nt in the vicinity of th• minefields. A divi si on artil-. ~ 
lery sensor J10nitoring station vas established on EAGLE ' S NEST ~ith 

a quick-fire chamlel to the tire directi6n center of the 2-J20th 
,, 

Artillery. This resulted in an im.ediate artillery response to enemy 
. . ' 

movement revealed by the sensors. The coded identification markings 

on senson JKUBt be protected because ther• i11 a tendency for the mark-

ings to be.ccae obliterated, especially during the rainy season. E.ach 

sensor mi ta a 1peci!'ic aignal when nearby movement is detected.. If 

' the markiJlca are not discernible, there i! a possibility a sen:o~ will 

be ?laced ~ a location ditfermt from the planned posit:'..on. Shculd 
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' this occur, tne artillery fire vculd not land in the area of enemy 

activity. Painting the identification markings on the sensors was one 

means used to insure compatibility of the signal recsived vith the area 

fired upon. 

Republic of Vietnam units were extracted from the valley on 17 and 

18 August. On both days, smoke screen! placed by UE-1 heliccpters ob-
' ,, 

scured the pickup zones from enemy observation. The air miss:on com-
I • • 

mander observed the flight path of th• helicoptar used for dispers~ng 

the smoke, to insure the screen vas piac&d precisely where he wanted 

it. Especially capable pilots were adigned to this mission t.o develop 

their expertise. In one case, the •mokt vaa used to mask the pickup 

zone$' while in mother instance, it wai Used to obscure suspected 

enemy iocatione in th~ pro~ty of thl area to be used for the ex-

traction. " ' I e The Black Panther Company vas extracted on 17 August from 

·the valiey direotly to the HUE airatrl~ by thirty UH-1 helicopters • 
... • • 1-

The 2d and .3d Battalion!, let Regillent, ¥ere picked up on 18 Ai.lguEt 
; ~.. . \ 

by thirty-three troopships in four lltu~ and were moved to a secure 

landing zone r:i.ear v.JHEL. From thef.•! th97 were transported to HUE 

by CH-47 helicopters. 

On 19 August, the three US batt~ione were extracted fro~ multi-
~ 

ple pickup zones to the vicinity of V~HEL. Eight flights, varying 

from twentr-two to thirty troopship; i were used in this operation. 
... . 

' From VEJHI.L the 1-.32'7 wa! lifted by ~it-47 to CAMP EAGLE for a stand 
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down, the 2-3:£7 was deployed to SON bf CH-47, and the 2-502 occupied 

VF.GHEL. Th• repositioning of these units was accomplished in about 

four and one-halt hours. 

Numero~ lessons, which will prove valuable for future division 

· operations, were learned during SOMERSET PLAIN. The procedures developed 

for constructing tire bases will enable infantry units to engage the 

enemy in any part of the country with artillery support continually 

available. The key to rapid completion of fire bases is the early 

introduction of D5-! or T-6 bulldoz*rs. One-men chain savs \fere not 

effective in felling large trees. Si:1ce epeed is a more important 

consideration than the weight of th4 equipment, two-man chain saws 

should be uaed to acoelerate tire biee olearing operations. · Further, 

the heavier chain savs voulfi reduce down-ti.me of the equipment, and 

carbide tips would cut through hardwood trees more rapidly . . 
11.re ba11e1 Jiil.it be evacuated with the same care that is taken when 

they are conatruoted and ooaupied. !he tirst step is the retr.ograde of 

heavy equi.JBClt. All supplie1 ucept the minimum amounts of Class I 

.and V should then be moved to per.aanmt base. areas. At the same time, 

' the phasing out of communications eq\lipment should be started. In the 

next step artillery units should fire all remaining ammuniti on, fol­

lowed illlnediately by the extraction ot all artillery pieces, and re- · 

maining comnmications equipment. Th• tactical coDllWld po.st of the 

infantry fcllond 'b7' 1eaurit1 elements should then be extracted. The 

fir.al atep ' ia the conta&ination of the fire base 'With persisent CS to 
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inhibit en~ access to the abandoned areas. In many instances, fire 

support for the evacuation can be provided from other fire bases, and · 

certainly by tactical air and gunships. By starting iii.th the evacuation 

of the fire base most distant from permanent. base areas, _it may be pos-

sible -to provide artillery fire support for the evacuation of all of 

them. 

·Close coordination betveen aviation and artillery planners resulted 

in the de~ignation ot flight routes which prevented the disruption of 

artillerr fires. Preparatory fires tor combat assaults were shifted 

rather than terminated when gunsllips . ~pproached for their preparation 

. of_ landing scmea • After the ahl..rt' ei&ey. fifth ro~d . fired was white 

phosphorous. This tecbniqu& assist~·gmiship pilots in locating impact 

areas. Aircraft control vas establHhed at EAGLE Is NEST. Pilots of 

· CH~47 .helicopters eontacted this control:. itation on take-off and were 
. ::,·:.. :.•-,_,,.. 

·citiected to 'flT· ai the'?- ·the n~rth or · 1euth f _oute depending on artillery 
. - ' : .. , ... . . . · .... ·. '/ . · . ' . 

fire. Since -.the artillerr unita tia~it flred in' o~e general ciirection, 
·~ • • • " •. ' ':.: ·, I " ~~;·~ ~~-· ~ I • 

helipads WW?'.• cons~ructad to the re&r~·iif gt.in positions as another means 
. . .. . . ,. .. , ·-

of preventinc' the discontinuance of supporting fires. (See Sketch Map 

6.) 

Th_e oancept of the f orvard supply Po4t at BIRMINGHAM proved very 

valuable. Unit t~eld trains operated f~om ·cAMP EAGLE and BIRMINGHAM, 
• • • ; ~ .... . Ji. 

and coabat train• vere· laoated at BERCllTEOOADEN and SON. Each infantry 

'battalion ncnially had. two UH-1 helicopters for the.daily resupply of 
' 
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units in the valley. A total of 7,176 short tons of supplies were used 

during the operation. Aviators flying l ogi stics miss i ons were provided 

with a card describing the load, the recei ving unit , and t hat unit ' s 

, .location, radio call sign, and frequency. 

In the field of signal operations, it was discovered t hat shock 

waves created. by the firing of howitzers can damage the TPS-25 radar. 

To preclude this damage, the TPS-25 should be located a minim.um. of 200 

meters from any artiller,r piece. The new FM radio, .AN/PRC-77, which is 

a PR0-25 w1 th a KY-~8, was used for the tirst time in this operation 

to provide secure voice radio oommunlcatlons down to company level. 

The PR0-77 weighs f'ifty-two pounds, inc;6asing the ._weig.ht of the equip- . 

ment carried br the rifle . company r~dlo operator~, but its value was 

considered to be worth th~ · addition;i_ veight. Some units employed it 

as a one-man load, others as a two-man load, and still others had the 

' KY-38 brought in on evening logistical flig~ts, and retrograded it the 

tali.owing morning. The liaison tam with Repu~lic of Vietnam units 
' . 

must be provided vi th secure radio raoilities. In many cases' intel-

ligence and operational information were delayed from these units to 

control headquarters, degrading the value of intelligence and the 

operational capability of the units. 

, ' The :most signifi.cant lesson learned was the enemy does not own 

the A SHAU Valley. The lOlst Airborne Division can effectively operate 

for utended periods of time 1n the valley. The division can make it 

. •xtr .. 17' ooatly to the enemy, . if he should decide to defend his 

22 
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installations against the superior tiraj>over, mobili ty and aggress ive-

ness of the Screaaing Eagles. Thei• traits were exemplified i n the 

true airborne spirit during Operation SOMERSRr PLAIN. 
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wppil 1 

TASK O&QAMI!AT I O N 

Task Forge I 

HHC 1/101 !bn Div 
l-JZ7th Inf (.;,,) 

D/l-502 Int (OPCOll 'Z7 Jul - 6 !UC) 
C/l-505 !nt' (OPCON 9 Aug - 19 Aue) 
2/C/l-S02 Int (OPCON 29 Jul - 6 Aue) 
2/IVl-501 Int (OPCOH 31 Jul . - 6 Aue) 

2-J'Z7· Inf 
B/1-32'7 (OPCON 4 Aug - 20 Aue) 

2-502 Inf . 
'•320 Art:r (DS 1/101) 
B/1-9 .Air Cav (OPCON 1/101 JO Jul - 19 AUi) 

101 Abp Div Iroopt . 

HHC, lOlst Abn Div 
326 Eng Sn (~) 
501 Sil Bn (-) 
1/58 Inf . (I.RP) 
lOlst !dain Co 
lOlst MP Co (-) 
265 RRC. 
S8th Inf Plat (Scout Dog) 

· · . 10th Qal. Plat 
.36th cat: .!»\ -. 

.. -mth (JU .Jlit. 
22d Mil Hiet . Det 
25th PI DM.~ . , 

.:1oi.t. m·• ·«·) 
· lSlst MI Iltt 

lOlst Abn-Di1sA;:t.lltrt 

·HBB, lOlat nt• Art7 
C/1-321 Art7 {Rein.t 2-320) 
2-11 (-) ArtJ (GS 10l1t Div Art7) 

. B/ 2-11 Arty (ca-I 2-321) 
C/2-11 Art7 ~I 2-320) 
C/6-16 Art)' R 2-320, o/o 

Rein! l-321) 
C/6-JJ (r.8-1 2-32i) 

j/326 Eng (DS) 
lat FASCP SOl Sicnal 
1/101 MP Co 

. 1/265 RRC . · 
D/J26 MIN! . 
1/B/801 Maint . -. 
J.Sth PI 
~ 101 MI Det 
42d Int . Plat (Scout Dog) · 
557th Int Plat ( Coamt Tracker) 
TACP 

160th Aviation Group 

HHC, 160th Avn Gp . 
lOlst AHB 
l59th ASHB 
163d ··Avn Co (GS) 

Div Spt Cmd 

HHC & Band 
5th Trane Bn 
426th Sup & Svc Bn 

_ ~lat Maint Bn (-) 
J26th Med an <-} . 
Tl•k Force • lat ABVN Regiment 

2d Bn, lat Rqt 
- .3d Bn, let Ract 

RAC, BAO (Bla~ Panther Co) 
A Bt1'7, 11th .lrt7 (l05m) (towed) . 
Plat, A Co, 34th Art1 (155-) 
Plat, lat Eng En · 

. UNCLASSIFIED 
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APPENDIX II (LOGISTICS) TO CASE STUDY, SOMERSET PLAIN 

During SOMERSET PLAIN, the folloving supplies were used: 

Class I 341 Short Tons 

Claes II and IV 1850 Short Tons 

Class III 2150 Short Tons 

Class v 28J~ Short Tons 
\' . 

TOTAL 717 6 Short Tons 

In addition, an erdalator capable ol producing 1,500 gallons of potable 

vater per hour, vas operated by dh·Hl~n ~gineers at BIRMINGHAM. A 

total of .11,850 aallons of purifi.a water vas helilifted to fire bases 

and .maneuver units in vater trailAre alld fifty-gallon capacity rubber 

drums. 

Hellcopters of the division's lbath Aviation G;oup transported 
. . . . .. ~ · 

· ·'2:,675 troopa during oOJlbat assaults! .A total of 6,621 passengers and 

5,954 tons of 1upplie1 vere lifted. tb tire bases .by CH-47 heli~opters • . 

The group's aviators nev 2~604 bcufl dUring the operation; 367 hours 

by &unships, 1,285 hours bT UH-1 trcSop carriers, and 952 hours by CH-47 

helicopter•·• 

I tau of equiJ:&ent · vhich required ujor repairs were evacuated 

to BIRMINGHAM bJ helicopter and thefi by- road to CAMP EAGLE. A total 

of 292 items vere repaired by the S011t Maintenance Battalion durizlg 

· the opvaticm. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
. . . ; . 
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Cl II.Ill 

Helicopter ambulances were stationed at the forward fire bases, 

and a medical clearing station vas established at BASTOGNE. Ninety-

five missions were flown to evacuate 257 patients. The flight tilne 

from field locations to the clearing station. averaged less than fif-

teen minutes. Tilis facility proved to be especially valuable during 

the evacuation of the mass casualties caused by the errant on strike 

on 10 August • 

.. 
~ 
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report, Operation NEV ADA EAGLE, lOU!t 

Airborne Division (U) 

demolition charges and RRJ-7 and Ri=G-2 fires, the enemy broke 
through the outer perimeter wire and'moved toward the bunker line. 
Intense friendly SA/ AW and LFT fires, in addition to direct fire 
artillery Beehive rounds repulsed the enemy attack. Artillerymen 
of the 2d Battalion, 32oth Artillery, fired 4 rounds of Beehive 
at the enemy attempting to breach the perimeter and killed twelve. 
The enemy fled fran the area at 0500 and gunships continued to 
place effective fire on the retreating enemy forces. A sweep of' 
the area at daylight revealed that enemy losses were: 54 NV A KIA, 
2 NVA IW, 11 individual and 5 crew-served weapons, 40 satchel 
charges, 30 bangalore torpedoes, 50 RFC rockets, 4xCX)mm RR rou..T'lds, 
and miscellaneous SA a.nimunition and fie la eauipmerrt. Friendbr 
losses were: 13 tB KIA, 52 WIA (16 evac ); D~ge to ba::e camp 
equipment and station property was light. 

(6) Fram 21 May to 27 May exte;,:::i·,, e: e"fo:'ts were made by the 
lOlst Airborne Division and closely cooperatirig ARVN Forces to deny 
the enemy the yield of the coastal plai.."'ls rice harvest. Recormaissa.nce 
in force operations, in addition to a program of extensive and 
aggressive night ambushes were established throu~hout the DiV:.!';ion 's 
area of operation. During the period a ~eries of brief eriga~er.i.errts 
with enemy forces in the coastal plains area, and heavy contact · 
with NVA elements near the edges of .New Base Area 114 took place. 

(7) Company A, 1st Battalion, 501 Infantry, reacting to 
intelligence reports indicating increased enemy activity 20 km 
east of Hue (YD 923208), conducted a canbat assault to engage A 
suspected enemy company in the area on 28 May. Upon . insertion,· 
contact was quickly established with a reinforced enemy platoon. 
The Aero Rifle platoon (ARP) 2-17 Cav and B/2-17 Cav maneuvered 
to Canpe.ny A's position, and while Canpa.riy A established a block~ 
position vicinity YD 923215, they attacked southeast over the 
enemy•s position. Enemy loseee for the battle were: JL. KIA, 1 
VC FW, and 5 individual weapons captured. Friendly Josses were: 
1 US KIA, 8 US WIA (8 evac) and 1 APC damaged. 

(8) Also on 28 ~.ay elements of the 1st Battalion, 327 Infantry, 
while conducting reconnaissance in force operations along Pi~hway 
547A discovered a significant vehicle a..~d weapons cache. The 
equipment mid weapons captured brought the major items of e{luipment 
captured west of FB VEGHEL to a total of 54 trucks (l! ton), 8:x2'.3rrrn 
AA guns, 5x85mm field artillery gtm.S-, 2xl2. "!?!ml MG Md lari;!e amounts 
of 85mm, 7&nm (tank), 75mn recoilless rifle, 82Imn and 60mm mortar, 
23mm AA and small arms ammuniticri. 

(9) Qi 29 May Company A, 2d Battalion, 327 Infantry discovered 
a large weapons cache 5 km north of FB VffiHEL. The 175 weapons 
captured brought the total of weapons capt'.lred in th?-ee consecutive 

9 
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Combat After Action Report, Operation NEVADA EAGLE, lOlst 
Airborne Division (U) 

days to 507 individual and 87 crew-served weapons. 

(10) Due to intelligence data indicating that rice was·bein~ 
stored in the area north of the village of Phuong 0uan Cua, 8 km 
north of Hue (YD 5632), D Company, 1st Battalion, 502 Infantry on 
30 ~..a.y conducted reconnaissance in force operations in the area and 
captured 36.5 tons of rice. The rice was evacuated and delivered 
to the district chief of ouang Dien. 

(11) Intelligence indicated increased enemy activity in the 
village of Le Xa Dong, 12 km east of Hue (YD 8823). In response 
to the intelligence reports, a combined operation in¥clvii1f the '2-17 
Cav and the 3/3 ARVN Infantry Battalion was init i ated on 3C 1'1'~y. 
The 3/3 Infantry (ARVN) moved overland to estatlish e blockinf 
position at the southern end of the villape, as Troop A, 2-17 
Cav and one Popular Force platoon began reconnais sance in force 
operations from FB FORWARD south toward the villaf".e. As /-17 · 
Cav elements attacked south into the 3/3 . Inf.=;ntry's (ARvrn·position, 
initial contact with the enemy was established. Artillery, TAC 
Air and Light Fire Team fires were immediately placed on the enemy 
position as the 2-17 Cav elements as~aulted forward to deveJop the 
contact. At 1430 Company B, 1st Battalion, 501 Infantry was alerted 
to conduct a canbat assault into the eastern portion of the villa.P"e 
to establish an additional blocking rosition end to contain the 
retreating enemy forces. The 2-17 Cav attacke8 ap;iin drivinp the 
enany into established blocking positions, and at sunset since 
Troop C of the 2-17 Cav was not able to attack throu~h the villape, 
and a tight cordon was formed around the enemy's position. Through­
out the night continous illumination and artillery were employed 
to prevent the ene?ey" 1s escape. Action for the operation terminated' 
on 31 May as elements of the 2-17 Cav with a platoon frorn Campany C, 
1st Battalion, 501 Infantry conducted a sweep through the viJla,l"e 
and destroyed the remnants of the enemy force a.nd resi~t<"nce. The 
eneiey" losses dnring the combined operation were as follows: 14?. 
NVA KIA, 46 'Fil, and 69 weapons captured. Of these·e~e!r!Y losses, 
ARVN Forces were·responsible ~or 51 NVA KIA, 27 F.1j and 35 i.~cividual 
weapons captured. Friendly losses were: 6 l.B WIA , 2 PF YIA, a.nd 
2 PF WIA. 

(12) On 1 June a combined cordon operation invol vinP' l"'S and ARVN 
forces was established around the vill~ge of Trul'lp Phuong, 16 km 
east of Hue (YD 9419). ·Troops A and B, 2-17 Cav, · Corr.pany B, 2ct· 
Battalion, 501 Infantry, B Company, 1st Battalion, 501 Infantry, 
and Task Force 7, · 1st ARVN Infantry Division attacked on parallel 
a.xis to· engage enemy forces which were reported in the ~rea by 
intelligence data. Contact was maintained throughout the afternoon 
of 1 June and·a cordon was established around the ~.J ) a~e durin~ the 
early evening. The results of the battle -were: 8 PS WIA , 38 VC KIA, 

U l'\j C L.A>SS l Fl fit) 
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of the intensive searchee, saturation patrolling, extensive niF.ht 
ambushee, and rapid exploitation of intelli~ence information, the 
existent lines · of continuity within the Viet Cong infrastructure 
were diesolved. The op:!ra.tion terminated on 6 Nov@!mber and the 
final results were as foll~: 56 VC KIA, B6 VC/'fW, . and 60 · 
individual weapons captured. Friendly losses were 1 US JCIA, 6 lTS 
WIA, 3 ARVN KIA, 12 ARVN WIA, 1 RF /PF KIA, 7 RF /PF WIA. 

s. The 2d Battalion, 3?7 Infantry and elements of the 1st 
Battalion, 327 Infantry, and 7th ARVN Cavalry initfated a cordon 
operation on Nui Tranh Peninsula in response to a Hoi Chanh 1s 
i."lforma.tion concerning the existence of an enemy force between 
150 and 200 men on the penimnila. Throughout the operation sweeps 
of the area, ground contamination and demolitions were employed 
to root out and destroy the enemy anc his places of refuge. Results 
of the operation were minimal as regards to body count, but a large 
number of enemy fortifications and installations were de~troyed 
denying him fUrther use of the area. 

t. In the 1st Brigade · area of operation the 1st Ratt::ilion, 
327 Infantry, 2d Battalion, 502 Infantry, 2/7 ARVN Cav Troop, 
Hoc Boa Campmy, and Phu Loe .Popular Forces and N:i.tional Police 
Field Forces conducted a cordon operation in the vicinity of 
Phu Loe District Headquarters. During the eight day operation 
which began on 3 November and terminated 10 November O'ler 1300 
suspects were interrogated and approximately 70 we~e detained as 
prisoners of war. In addition 4 enemy were killed, .and l1S Forces 
sustained only 4 wounded, ruid those as a result of booby traps. 
On 3 November the western and northern boundary was extended 
(See Inclosure 2: Area of Operation) to include part of the area · 
vacated by the 1st Cavalry Division when it deployed to III Corps. 
With previous extensions the Division's area of operation encanpassed 
103 kilomters fran north to ~outh. 

u. Following Opera.t1.on Phu Vang III (26 October - 6 November), 
the 1st Battalion, 327 Infantry, ?d Battalion, 50? Infantry, a t~~k 
fcrce fran the 7th ARVN Armored Cavalry, the 13th Coastal Group, 
and elements of the National Police Field Forces, a.~d R0~io~eJ. ru-l~ r~ 
Naval Forces were involved in a sort cordon &."ld search oneration 
6 km southeast of Phu Bai, the the Troui River are~. As · a re~ult of the 
cordon operation 1,294 personnel were detained and processed throU?h 
the Joint Intelligence Center; 25 of whom were classified a.s members 
of the Viet Cong Infrastructure. In adr' ition to the detained personnel, 
10 Viet Cong were killed and 10 individual weapons were ca:ptured. 

v. On 18 November the 2d Battalion, 501 Infantry, and elements 
of the 3d ARVN Reg:Lilent were involved in operation N8.1!! Hoa I. Intel-

20 
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an enlarged clearing station proved to be particularly valuable 
in providing t:imely mediCal treatment for casualties suffered 
throughout the operation. 

(1). In addition, elements of the 1st Batta.lion, 327 Infantry 
conducted extensive sweep operations a.long · Highway 547A to clear 
enemy f orcee fran the area and along the fiight path of the combat 
assault forces. 

(2) Ch 4 August unite of the 1st Brigade-- 2d Batta.lion, 502 
Infantry, 2d Batta.lion, 327 Infantry- conducted canbat ass~ults 
into the A Shau Valley in the vicinity of A I.oui and Ta Bat, 
respectively. Ch the following day elements of the 1st ARVN 
Regiment, 1st ARVN Division conducted combat assaults into the 
valley in· the vicinity of Ta Bat. During the period 5 Aui;rust -
17 August, both the 1st Brigade and 1st ARVN Regiment elements 
conducted extensive reconnaissance in f or.ce ope~ations t hrouphout 
the Valley. The eneJey" employed delayi.ng ar.d hara~sing tactics as 
the US-ARVN force! conducted reconnaissance in force operations 
in the Valley. No major enemy Wtalla.tions or caches were 
discovered by the combined forces. On the niphts of 16-18 Aupust 
elements of the 326th Engineers emplanted minefields and sensor 
devices at three choke points in the valley. The sensor devices 
monitored by a station positioned on EAGLE 1S NE.ST were exploited 
·imnediately by artillery units located nearby. Aerial reconnsissa.nce 
indicated that this procedure denied the enemy use of this principal 
line of ccmmunication for over two weeks· followinl"' the extr~ction 
of maneuver elements on 18 and 19 August. The results of the 
combat operations in the Valley by US/ARVN Forces were: 

a. tJS Total!!: 

Friendly Los eee Enemy lossee 

19 lB KIA 
104 IB v.·IA 

2 lB MIA 

b. ARVN Totals-: 

15 ARVN KIA 
57 ARVN WIA 
2 ARVN MIA 

15 

. -

93 NVA KIA 
l NVA JW 

23 Indi v Wpns Ca.pt 
11 Crew-served Wpns Capt 

88 NVA KIA 
3 NVA 1W 

22 Indiv WJns Capt 
2 Crew-served Wpns Capt 

ON"LAr c:-~: ~D 
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Inclosure 3 (Personnel· and Administration) to Combat After Action Report, 
Operation NEVADA EAGLE, lOlst Airborne Divisiai (U) 

1. Unit Strength8 

a. Strengths AS of 17 May 1968: 

NEVADA EAGLE 
OFF WO EM 

UNTI' ~ ASG PD AUTH ASG PD A'IJI'H ASG PD 

1st Bde 
HI£ 25 J6 J4 18 J 3 180 200 188 
1/327 Inf 43 26 24 2 1 1 8?5 'T8'1 m 
2/327 Inf 4J 29 26 2 1 1 8?5 68? 650 
2/502 Inf 43 J4 JO 2 1 1 8'75 760 715 

2d Bde 
HHC 25 32 32 18 4 4 18C 127 154 
1/501 Inf 43 40 40 2 2 2 8'15 838 8ll 
2/501 Inf 43 36 J6 2 2 2 875 809 790 
1/502 Inf 43 36 J5 2 2 2 En5 792 772 

Div Arty 
HHB 28 '27 25 ll 8 7 165 159 144 
2/320 Arty 41 48 4S 3 3 J 416 462 430 
1/321 Arty 4J 41 42 2 2 2 391 402 J?? 
2/ll Arty JO ~6 J6 4 4 4 552 582 564 

~d B:le 1 82d 
HHC 69 89 89 14 11 11 750 782 733 
1/505 Inf J6 40 40 2 2 1 754 624 601 
2/505 Inf . 36 42 42 2 2 2 754 633 588 
1/ 508 Inf 36 43 43 2 0 0 751+ 670 612 
2/321 Arty J9 50 47 3 2 2 L.16 337 3?.4 

DISC CM 
HH&B 2'1 . 28 24 2 2 0 134 206 186 
326th Med 52 39 35 15 14 10 313 275 214 
80lst Nn 22 17 16 4 6 6 311 351 3'1 
426th S&C 26 17 11 7 J 2 448 3<r? 34J 

Aviaticn 
lOlst .ASHB 63 30 2e 124 47 41 653 304 250 
308th CAB 20 19 16 3 13 13 90 160 150 
(Redesignated 
159th ASHB) 

Div Trp 
2-17 Cav 41 30 30 2 2 2 588 407 389 
326th Engr 3J 32 16 2 2 2 543 540 520 

.. 
3-1 

- ....... "P. 



. 1 

! 

Inclosure 3 (Perso~.nel and Administrat~r.n) to Combat C'perPti~n~ After Action 
Report, ~ration Nevada Eagle, 10l.8t Airborne Division (U) 

OFF WO Df 
UNIT A!!t!i ~ PD AUTH JSG PD AUTH ~ !'D - - - - - -
Div Trp (Con 1t) 
501 st Sig 1.3 10 10 3 4 4 336 2~7 22? 
101 st MP Co 7 16 9 1 3 2 1 57 154 149 
HHC, Div 62 76 68 1 3 0 1.32 214 150 

b. Changes to strength during 6peration N'!.:VADJ\ i;:AGD:. 

On 19 October 1968 the 3rd Brigade, 82d Airhorne Divi:ion dep~rte~ at the 
fallowing strength: 

UNIT &!li ASG PD AUTP. ASG FD APTH A':1G !'D - - - - --
~rd B:ie1 82nd 
HHC 69 87 87 14 p 11 750 773 "51. 
1/505 Inf 36 39 38 2 2 2 754 703 67') 
2/505 Inf 36 . 40 39 2 2 2 754 62° 663 
1/5oe rnr 36 42 42. 2 2 2 754 673 649 
2/321 Arty .39 47 46 3 2 2 I+ 16 389 .3 7C' 

On 17 October 1968 the 3d Brigade, 101 st Airborne Divi~ion .;oined at the 
following strength: 

;2d Bde 1 101 st 
HHC 25 32 41 18 6 14 180 142 140 
1/506 Inf 43 34. .30 2 ? 2 875 8?3 748 
2/506 Inf 43 35 .30 2 2 2 ~5 7c3 ??4 
.3/187 Inf 43 .3 1 31 2 2 ~ e75 775 718 · I' 

2/.319 4.3 45 41 ? 2 2 391 373 . 334 

c. Strengths at close of Operation NEVADA EAGLE. 

1st Bde 
HHC 25 29 29 18 16 16 1eo ::'06 194 
1/327 Inf 43 ·43 43 2 2 2 ~75 810 717 
2/327 lif 43 42 42. ? 2 2 €?75 ?OP '78/ 
2/5C'2 Inf 43 41 40 2 2 "' 875 p17 7?9 / 

2d Bde 
HHC 25 .37 37 18 15 13 1PO 233 ?1? 
1/501 Inf 43 39 38 - 2 2 2 B75 7P6 762 
2/5c1 Inf 43 38 36 2 2 ? 875 748 71/ 
1/5~ Inf 43 .3 8 38 ;:> ? 2 $'75 7f.9 7'?6 

;2d Bde 
HHC 25 33 33 18 12 1 1 1po ':'?6 ~ 18 

1/506 Inf 43 4C .39 ? 1 2 875 798 60? 

3-2 
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Inclosure 5 (Chemical) to Can.bat After Action Report, Operation NEVADA 
EAGLE, lOlst Airborne Divisicri (U) 

h. (U) Chemical maintenance support. Inspection and repair teams 
for all chsnical items of equipnent were provided ·to division units on 
their request. Prior to Operation Somerset Plain, chemical maintenance 
teams inspected and classified all Ml7 Protective ¥.asks in the units par­
ticipating :in the operation. Serviceable masks -were avila.ble for all 
units by D-Day. Since the start of NEVADA EAGLE, over 15,000 protective 
masks, 61 portable flame throwers and S miscellaneous items of chemical 
equipnent have been inspected and/ or repaired. 

i. (U) Chemical Munitiais in Perimeter Defense. 

(1) The name fougasse, a 55 gallon drum filled with 8% thickened fuel, 
and the !-8 Tactical CS Launcher, were extensively used around perimeters 
of NDP's, FB'e, LZ 1s, etc, to assist in the defense of these locations. 

(2) 1,243 flame fou.ga.sse and 242 E-8 1s have been installed in the 
division AO throughout this period. 

j., (C) Bunker Seeding Operations. 

(1) Persistent CS-1 is also used to seed bunker, cave and tunnel 
cam.pl.exes to deny use to hostile forces., 

(2) The 2/327 Airborne Infantry Battalion conducted an operation on the 
Nui Tron peninsula, during November-, which uncovered approximately 50 
bunkers and caves used by the enemy for storage and shelter. The 10th 
Chemical Platoon provided a CS bunker se~ing team for this operation 
fran 11-17 November. As 31 January 1969, the ·contaminated bunkers still 
could not be entered because of the effects of agent CS. 

2. (U) statistics: 

TYPE OF MJSSION 

Aerial Defoliation 

Ground Defoliation 

Aerial Insecticide 

NUMBER OF MISSION3 

48 

36 

5S 

5-4 

Ui\JCU\~_SiFIED 
. --~ 

REHARKS 

Required 74 sorties with 
average expenditure of 150 
gallons per miseion 

Required 56 sortie~ with 
average expenditure of 500 
gallons per mission 

Required 87 sorties with 
-average expenditure of 150 
~allons per mission 
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