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1st Strike Troopers, PFs Trap VC 
LZ SALLY - With prec1s1on 

timing so vital that a five-min­
ute delay would have meant sure 
failure, 2nd Brigade air cavalry­
men and Popular Forces (PF) 
soldiers of Quang Dien District 
overran a Viet Cong stronghold 
recently north or Hue. 

The lightning maneuver net­
ted 13 Viet Cong dead by body 
count, three detainees and a 
variety or captured weapons. 

There were no friendly casual­
ties. 

The startled Viet Cong were 
still eating breakfast when the 
first Huey-load of PFs swooped 
in at grass-top level. One insur­
gent dropped his rice and 
reached for his rifle, but the 
PF's shot him from the still-hov-
ering helicopter. · 

F-leeing their liltle hamlet, six 
Viet Cong ran straight into three 

platoons or Co. B, ,.lst ·Bn., ~02nd 
Inf. The harried crlcmy soldiers 
were easy targets for the air 
cavalrymen, who were arranged 
in three blocking positions · out­
side the enemy stronghold. 

"Ffrst Strike" Battalion op­
erations o££icer, Maj. Sid Shach­
now, Salem, Mass.; "fathered" 
the "Hammer and .Anvil" joint 
operation. Co. B pliiyed the an­
vil, speed-marching 3,000 meters 
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in :rn minutes to block possible 
rear exits . 

The hammer was three pla­
toons of PFs shuttled in on the 
"First Strike" resupply helicop­
ter from Quang Dien district 
headquarters only a mile away . 

"Speed-marching," explained 
Shachnow, "is when you leave 
behind everything but yoµr 
weapon, waler and ammunition , 
and go like hell." 

D e ea us e the S,creaming 
Eagles and the PFs arrived 
simultaneous ly, and from dif£er­
enl directions , the Viet Cong 
were i111mediat1·ly lraptH'<I in the 
three tiny hamlet clusters on 
the 1i'i1rthern fork of the Song 
Bo river . 

"1£ either group had been jus t 
a few minut<'s -late, llw Vi<'l 
Cong would have escaped.'' sait! 
Capt. Robert Selzer, leader of 

the MACV advisory team at 
Quang Dien. Selzer helped co­
ordinate the operation with the 
PFs. 

The helicopter, a "Black Wid­
ow" of the division's 188lh As­
sault Helicopter Co., p41led 
triple duty as a taxi, command 
and control ship, and later as 
a gunship. The aircrart crew 
caught three Viet Cong trying to 
escape across a rice paddy. Af­
ter giving the trio .a chance to 
surrender, the Huey's door gun­
ners were forced to kill Hie flee­
ing insurgents . 

The J\lli<"s lc;irncd of .the <'Ill!· 
my presence from six former 
Viet Cong, who had surrendered 
lo the PFs the prt•vious night. 
Tlw ex-terrorists volunk!'rcd to 
l1!ad the l'Fs against their for­
mer comrades. 

2nd Brigade Dentist 
Aids Local Educato.r 
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