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A~CFB-C 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

21 March 1968 ~ 

Corrbat Operations Aft.er Action Report -(Oper.gtion _YELLOWS'IDNE) 

Conir.Bnding General 
25th Infantry Di vision 
ATI'N: G3 
APO 96225 

1. Name: Operation YELLCMS'.roNE 

2'° Dates: 080600 Dec 67 to 242400 Feb 68 

3. Location: War Zone "C" 

Control Headquarters: 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry Division 

Reporting Officers: 

1st Brigade: COL Edwin Marks ( 8 ~c · 67 to · lS ~c 67) -;;· 
LTC Fremont B .. Hodson Jr. (19 Dec 67 to 24 Feb 6S1Ji 

4-9 Inf~ LTC John M. Henchman W' 
2-14 Inf': LTC Alfred M. Bracy .,; •.. 
TF 2-34 Armor: LTC Hal B. Rhyne (S Dec 67 to 14 Feb 6S) 

L'~ John H; Tipton . (15 Feb 68 to 24 Feb 68) 
TF 1-5 Inf (M): ~fAJ Ralph A._ Hook' (20 Dec 67 to 1 Jan 68) - ~~ 

LTC He:!ry Bo . Murphy Jr. (2 Jan 68 td 24 Feb 6sr 
2-12 Inf: LTC Ralph D" Tice / (28 Dec 67 to 16 Jan 68) 

61. ~ 0 Task Organi.zation!" 

a. 8 Dec 67: HHC, lst Brigade 

I 

\ 
\ 

\ 



• 

AVDCFB-C 
".§T\,' ~ 1l. l1 i~ SJ i'crF vi 

SUBJEJT: Combat Operations ction,,.,.E~!t (Operation ·m:.iows'!WE) 

---.:....._ 

b. 

~';.~~~ .. f'! 

7-11 Art y m 1. :i..;, 

B Co,, 65t.11 Engr Bn (DS) 
S5.gn;:il s~.lIJport Elem~t (DS) 
l Rt. Vi.2·t:.s 25th MP Co 
B CQ1 ?.25th Haint (SPT) 
D Co, 25th Med Co 
DISCOM Fwd Spt Elemmt (SP!') 
Sec, QM GRRID Plat (SPT) 
Fwd Spt Sec, 25th s&T (SPT) 

Changes: 

(l) 171200 Dec .67: 

(2) 201400 Dec 67: 

(3) · 271000 Dec 67: 

( 4) . 281138 Dec 67: 

(5) 281632 Dec 67: 
281632 Dec 67: 

(6) 300800 Dec 67: 

(7) 010700 \rsn 68: 

1-49 ARVl'T Inf Bn released OPCON lat Brigade. 

TF 1-5 L"lf {M) OPCoN lst Brigade. 

2-22 Inf OPCCN 1st Brigade. 

2-12 Inf OPCON 1st Brlgade.. 

2-22 Inf {M) OPCON 3d Brigade. 
2-14 Inf Bn OPCON 3d Brigade. 

2-14 Inf OPCON 1st Brigade. 

.. (8) 02lll5 Jan 6e: 

TF 1-5 Inf {M) released OPCCN 1st Brigade. 

4-9 OPCX>N 3d Brigade. 

(9) 021631 Jan 68 : 

(10) 050930 Jan 6e: 

(11) 160615 Jan 68 ~ 
·-

(12) 160615 Jan 68: 

{13) 230615 .Jan ~8: 

(14) 270500 tfan 68: 

{15) 310600 .Jan 6e?. 

(16) 020700 Feb 6B: 

.;'~ . .t1"'.\ ,J & . :<;, .,.._ 

1:~ 
\;:" -

3-22 Inf (-) OPOON 1st Brigade., 

3-22 Inf {-) OPCON 3d Brigadee 

4-9 Inf OPCON 1st Brigade., 

2-12 Inf (-) OPCON 3d Brigade. 

1-5 Inf (M) {-) OPCON 1st Brigade. 

1-5 Inf (M) (-) released OPCON let Brigade. 

1-5 Inf (M) (-) OPCCN 1st Brigade._ 

TF 2-34 Armor r eleased B Co,, 1-5 Inf {M) 
to TF 1-~ .?:if.1'~ f~~) J.1nd,.1r~g~i_!~ OPCON C Co, 

J.4 Inf'.' J l ' \ ' ' !;11 r;f ' .l , . .. ;;'> f....;il..,,,. ;q ~ - ~ ~ k'.\~d I · ., ·:·· ~~ · ~ 
.. ~ c< t.i.¥! >•; "" •: · . . f:f _ r ~ 

•• •. 1 .. )·~~-. ·- ~; § .:~ , :. . .. ~:~ .~~ l~-:;.f 
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' J.j 

T:f 1-5 Inf (M) OPCON 3d Brigade. (17) 100600 Feb 68: 

(18) 131800 feb 68: A Co, 2-22 Inf (M) OPCON let Brigade 
attached to TF 2•34~ 

(19) 171800 Feb 68: 

(20) 180800 Feb 68: 

7. ~~ Supporting Forces: 

2-Z"I Inf OPOON 1st Brigade .. 

2-Z"I ::}w OPCOO 3d Brigade. 

a.. Artillery: 

(1) 'lbe 7th Bn, 11th Artillery was airlifted to FSB CUSTER 
(XT 333896) on D-Day to provide close fire support for the 1st Brigade • . Dur­
ing the operation the following fire support bases were utilized: 

(a) FSB KNOX XT 200 778 

(b) FSB SCOTT XT 265 930 

(c) FSB BEAUREGARD ·' xT 380 855 , 

(d) P'SB HILL XT 278 680 
' 

( e) FSB WAINWRIGHT XT 282_ 528 

( f) FSB WAINWRIGHT II XT 288 509 

(g) FSB BAILEY XT 338 n52 

(2) Anmnmition expended included 49,363 rounds HE, 775 rounds 
WP) 16 rounds smoke _. and 191 rou..'1.ds illuminat ion. Artillery fires accounted 
for 102 enemy KIA (BC) and 99 KIA (POSS) 0 GSR and reinforcing units were 
used extensively for firing TOTs3 prepa~aticrl"of lgnding zones, large tacti­
cal targets, and the ~ program. ~ operation was characterized by almost 
total use of air movement for reposit:loning md resupply of the artillery 
lmits. Extensive and eff~ctive use was made of direct fire techniaues uti­
lizing fuze time for peri.rceter defense. Artillery supp'.) rt throughout the 
operati on was excellent'O 

b. Tacticeil Air-: Tact:'t.cal air support wr.s prc~.rided by the 7th tBAF. 
T'ne mi::-s:Lons were cc·ntroll~d b~r the 1st Brigade TACP. 

f (1) Missions flown: 292 
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(a) 

(b) 

<c> 
. (d) 

' • ."'";<> •• 

• • .;c. !"' !.,.,.. ';> ~ f;' 
f\ :~~' 1~_;, ';_ c ,,_ ,,~ ~j 

EA~~ (Operation YEL!Ll'rlS'IONE) 

Preplanned: 236 

Immediate: 194 

Diverts.: 38 

Preplanned Diverts: 7S 

(.3) Resu1ts: Bunkers destroyed - 589; bunkers damaged - .37; 
trericbes destroyed - 2<175 meters; trenches uncovered - 1550 meter~; fighting 
poeit.ious (spider holes) - 45J structures destroyed - 91; structures damaged 
19; sampans dest"l-Oyed - 5; VC KBA (BC) - 49; VC KBA (POSS) - 135; gun or mo?'­
tar positions destroyed - 13; tunnel entrances uncovered - 22; secondary fires-
11; secondary explosions - 17; supply caches uncovered and destroyed - 2~ \ 

\· 

{I 

If. 

c. Army Aviation: 

(1) Sorties UHl aircrcift. (Total 1,947) 

(a) Gunships: 300 

(b) Tactical troop lifts: 142 

(c) Resupply: S55 

(d) Air evac, C&C, Recon and misc: 650 

(2) Sorties CH-47 aircraft~ (Total 650) 

(a) Resupply: 645 

(b) Evacuation.: 5 

(3) Sorties CH-54 aircraft for resupply: 0 

(4) Sorties OH23G a:i.rcraft. (Total 2,250) 

(5) Anmunit:i.0n expended. N/A 

B. ~ Intelligence: 

a.. Intelligence collection and studies, p..""i.or to the start of 
Operation YEILOWSTONE, indicP.ted that War Zo:ie 11 c1: had long been a IMjor vp/NVA 
bas'e area for elements of _c_os_VN_ ~.and subordina:te units consisting of: 69th 

"'""r« t" ~ ~~- 11r 
~Ji;;~~-.·~. 

i: ~."\ ~ ·~ t· t.~ u ~·· ~~ ·~ · . ., . ;;; ;\ ~::jj ~~~~~ ,,, -
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Artillery Regt, 1st Guard Bn, 680th Training Regt, 7th NVA Div, 82d Rear 
Services Group, and possible elements of the 9th NVA Div, The tot~..l strength 
of these units was estimClted between 10,000 and 14~000; however, in late 
November 1967> the 9th VC Div moved into Northwestern Binh Long Province and 
other units were dispersed down to battalion-size units throughout War Zone 
11 C11 • Initially their pattern of activity was to defend supply areas · and to 
fight delay actions, allowing COSVN Ho to move north across the Calnbodian 
Border. Once this was accomplishedj ehel!JIY forces conducted counter sweep 
operations and attacks on friendly base cemp~d 

b,. War Zone "C" is characterized by extremely heaV'J jungle vege­
tation and occasionnl opeh areas~ The hydrography of the area is restricted 
to two small streams which had little effect on friendly or enemy movement. 
The terrain WP.S heavily dotted w:i..th trt:nches ;md fortifications4 The largest 
concentrations appeared to be in headauarters end cache areas just south of 
the Cambodian Border. 

c. In the first week of the Oper.:.tibn_. friendly units met with little 
enell\Y' resistance. M:>st of ~he contact was limited to indirect fir~ harrass­
ment and probing actiorls. !htellige~ce indicated that CCSVN HQ and its secu­
rity guard units were located due north of KATUM, probably moV1ng across the 
border. Other unit dispositions and locations were unknown~ however; it was 
suspected that elements of the NVA 7th Div were dispersed to the south and east 
of KATUM. There were no signs of a mass exodue of War Zone 11 cn, upon the 
arrival of US troops~ 

d. Signific~nt contacts during the operation were generally with 
company or smaller sised units defending base camps. There were a few instan~ 
ces of enemy mri.ts at~acking ARVN or FWF during sweeps, but the majority of 
activity involved contact with VC/NVA units in heav:i.~y fortified base camps 
or forward defensive positions. Enemy tactics were to moke the oper8tion as 
costly as possible while committing a minimum number of troops. He made ex­
tensive use of indirect fire, employing 60mm, 82nn, and 120mm mortars, and 
122mm rockets. These attacks were generally used for harrassing purposes, 
&ttempting to inflict casualties and destroy supplies rather than to support 
ground attackso However the enenw did on two occasions da:nonstrate a capa­
bility to conduct a multi-battBlion attack on friendly FSBs. 

e. The enemy employed AT mines on Route 4, but AP mines and booby 
traps were conspicuous by ~heir absence. 

f. Significant enemy losses: 

(1) 
caches containing 

08 and 09 Dec 67: 4-9 Inf Bn vie XT 289 93S located thr~ · { 
350 tons of ID1Wlished rice" The rice was lAter evacuated. 

. : _re ~ .. ·~ r,-... ~ '!:t. . m~ r• 't -• . .--J 
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After ,,\ction Report (Operation YELL<Jra'I'ONE) · 

(2) 200140-2oo500 Dec 67. The 4-9 Int Bn FSB BEAUR!GUARD {IT 
3BO S5S) was attacked. by. an estimated l-2 NVA battalions from the l4lat NVA 
Regt. Resul.ts: 6 m XIA, l2 US WIA; 40 VC KIA (BC), 33 KIA (POSS), 18 small 
arms,_ 9 crew-served weapons, and l PRC-10 radio captured. 

(J) 0410.30 Jan 68 • . B Co 2-14 Inr located and de~tr07ed 40 tcne 
ot polished rice Vic XT 358 858~ · 

- ,·· -· (4) 171428-171700 Jan 68. :· 2-U. Int engaged an ~ti.mated 2 VO 
companies vie XT 348 908. Results: 2 m KIA, 13 US WIA; l3 VC KIA (BC), l 
small arm and 5 hea,,Y weapons captured. 

( 5) 251415-251620 Jsn 6S. 2-14 Inf engaged an estimated VC 
company vie XT 248 952. Results: l IB nA, 16 tB WIA; 20 VC KIA (re) • . 

(6) 0.31513 Feb 68. A Co 4-9 Inf ambushed .a VC squad vie XT 
362 870 resulting in 7 VC KIA (BC), 2 po\Dlds of documents, and l machine gun. 

(7) . 070015 Feb 68. lst Brigade CRIP ambushed an estimated VG 
company, vicXT 186 504. Resultss 1 IB WIA, 2 PF WIA; 26 VC KIA (BC),. 

(8) 161245-170900 Feb 68. 2-U. Int engaged one VC battalion vie 
XT 242 483 entrenched in Tay Ninh· City. Results: 4 tB KIA, 25 US WIA; ro. VC 
KIA {BC). . . . 

(9) 19 Feb. 2;.,14 Inf engaged an estimated VC company with all 
organic weapons :and supporting fires vie XT <:!!54. Results: · 3 US WIA; 66 VC 
KIA (BC)) 2 VC POW, ,Sl rounds 107nm. rockets, and 114 rou.'"lds 82nm mortar. 

g. The heavy jungle in War Zone nett Jil8de movement slow and tiring .. 
Streams were for the most part an insignificant factor in effecting ~vement. 
The ground was hard, but the jungle restricted movemmt of trcicked vehicles 
to the road. · · · 

h. ObservrJtion And fields of fire were extremely limited by the 
dense vegetation. The VC overcame this by making extensive use of observers 
in trees. In this manner the VC were able to accurately adjust mortar fire 
on the FSBe. 

1, The over~ll evaluation o! the intelligence information gained 
from local end attached sources was considered to be C-3 {sometimes reliabie, 
possibly true).i. In War Zone "C" there was a lack c-:: local agents. M:>st 
intelligence was from the combat troops md aeriBl detection devices. Oper­
ational security ~f Operation ~WSTClJE wss considered fair • 

.. - ~'"t-;. f!ll'; ;::: t;·~'I".'"..,_""., ... ~ ·~ • 

···:;~' 
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DATE: 8 Dec 67 - 24 Feb 68 

lt=.9.. 2-14 - _g--2!± 

KIA (BC) 100 287 19 

KIA (POSS) 123 159 10 

Detaihees 3 20 

PW ts 

Civil Def 4 
:. 

Inn CIV 16 

SA Wpns 29 14 7 

Heavy Wpns 9 17 2 

SA Ammo 23:;593 7,J.S)O 452 

HE Ammo 262 937 80 

Mines & BT's 30 37 145 

Rice (ton) 11! 39~ 

' Structures 81 92 19 

Bunkers 5CO 616 67 

Documents (LB) 17 47~ 1 

Tunnels (M) 421 186 10 

SAm.pans 4 

Foxholes 248 167 12 

Trench 
l 
" Radio's ., 

1 .l. 

:,'> 

' i 7 

~ ~n·~~er ·
1

~ 
~t!lllSll f ·~ ~'> \~~ ;~ ~·. 'l . ,~~, ~~: !; ; 

Names of 
Other Units TOTAL 

others I.Tl QperatioI'! LOSSES -- --
84 Air Force 490 

2-12 In£ 
45 2-22 L"1f' (M) 337 

i ... 5 Inf (M) 
35 3.:..17 Oav 58 

i ... 49 ARVN 
4 7 .. 11 Bn Arty 4 

1-~7 Bn Arty 
7 2-32 Bn Arty 11 

3-13 Bn Arty 
27 2-77 Battery >!·43 

~;:.!> .,. 
·~ · ... ·' 

20 70 

6 34 

120 31,265 

272 1,551 

24 236 

475 526 

,, 
~ 203 

129 1,312 
" .~ 

5 70~ 

617 

3 7 

38 465 

1,810 

3 

u ~~ ~ :~"f\SS ~f 'ED 
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Miscellaneous Item8 Captured/Destroyed 

Commo Wire - 60 lb. 
Scissors - 1 Pr. 
Diesel Fngi.ne - 1 
Foot Bridges - 5 
Fish - 2} Tons 
Stoves - 8 
Bayonets - 1 
Sugar - 15 lb_. 
Beans - 150 lb• 
Garden Plots - 3 
Medical Supplies - 12 lb. 
Fish Traps - 6 
Cows - 5 
Miscellaneous Foods - 15 lb. 
Salt - 3 tons 
Fertilizer - 400 lb. 
Sandals ~ 10 pr 
Aiming Stakes - 2 
Sewing Ki ts - 1 
Water Buffalo - 2 
Miscellaneous items - 5 lbs. 
Loud Speakers - 1 Set 
Hammocks - 1 
Tables - 6 
Bamboo Lc1dder - 3 
Live Stock Corral - 3 
Lard - 50 lb. 
Cabbage - 50 heads 
Sleds ·· - 2 
Propaganda Leaflets - 12 lh. 
Bicycles - 35 
Cooking Areas - 6 
Web Gear - l? 
Weapon Magazines - 26 
Ponchos - 18 
Clothing - 80 lb. 
Wells - 16 
Cooking Equipment - 50 lbs ., 
Tools - 59 :Lbs¢ 

Protective Masks - 4 
Telephones - 1 
Knives - 3 
Canteens - 13 

'r'jpewriter - 1 
Pigs - 5 
Chickeae - 50 

·· ·:· .. - ~ ;;n , ,1 }·~ f "t: ·. ,. ·· "• i'- ll! . ~ °'~~ ~ ~ t.'f ~-..:~~ ,~~!tPn 
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SUBJECT: Combat Opera tio~s A~ter Acti :- ~~+j{t~ ;¥ .r~ ~\~;: ~ .~ .~ rg 
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9. \l~J Mission: The 1st Brigade received tne ~~l~~l@~,rt~ ~~ stroy 
VC/NVA forces an,d installations in War Zone "C''· and. to complete th~~ owing 
engineer projects: 

a. _Conetruct . USSF/CIDG camp and type II p-123 airfield at Thien Ngon 
.. (vie XT 0001_1~ 

b. Construct USSF/CIDG c::imp and rehabilitate ai!'f ield to type II c-
130 at KA TUM (vie XT 3??.0)., 

c. Clear, improve ,ind maintain the following roads for militacy con­
voy traffic: 
~ . y. . 

(J.) '" Rou'te 4 ~XT ' 2B4 ·618 to- XT 33.3 903) 

(2) Route 243 (XT 2B4 618 to XT 335 575) 

(3) Route 247 (XT 101 758 tO XT 272 772) 

16 .... ~(/) Concept of the operatic~:- The 1st B~~ade conducted combat ope-rations 
. with the 4-9 Inf, 2-14 Inf, and the .TF 2-34 A~r constituting the major force. 
·combat operations were designed to support the engineer effort at KATUM and 
PREK KLOK, THEIN NGON, and sectire logistical convoys to KATUM, and to search 

.out and destroy VC/NVA forces and bases. This operation was conducted in three 
phases. · 

' . 

8., . Phase I • . (D-Day to D+lO) . The 4-9 Inf, 2-14 Inf, 7-11 Artillecy 
and the 58$th Engineer -battalion were airlifted into the CIDG secl.ired LZ at 
KATUM; and cond'\,lcted combat assault vie KATUM with the A-9 Inf and 2-14 Inf. 
TF C.:-34 A::MllC)r ·secured movement of the heavy .engineer equipment to KATUM, art­
illery to PREX KLOIC , and logistical convoys on Route 4 from MUI BA DAN to 
KATUM, and began imp~ving . the KA'I'UM airstrip to receive C-130 aircraft & 

·· · ·b. : I'hase. II (D+lO to Dt60) The 1st Brigade conducted methodical 
search and destroy' operations within the TAOR, opened Route 4 for overland 
resupply 1;.o PREK KI.OK and KA TUM. 

- . 
c. Pha~.e III (Af.ter D+60) YELil>WSToNE forces began phasing down. 

· 2-14 Inr- and HHC 1st Brig;:ide returned to TAY NINH BASE CAMP 8 Feb 68 with the 
rell)f.lining elements .. closing TAY NINH 23 Feb 68. 

ll. ~<J?1 · Execu,tio~: 1st Brigade . received the 25t h Inf1mtry Division OPLAN 
18--67· { OperaUon YELLOWS'IDNE) de> t.ed 281900H Nov 67 c The 1st Brigade prepared 
and implemented :OPORD 12-67 (Oper C1 tion YELLOWS'IDNE) dated 03l200H Dec 67. In 
executing D-Day of Operation YfiliOWS'IONE eC1ch battP.lion of the Brigade Task 

,· 

l 
,. 
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Force prepared their _OPORD. The 2-14 Inf and the 4-9 Inf conducted a combat · 
assault into LZts in the vicinity of KATUM securing objectives designed to 
provide security to the Task Force elements to be quartered at KATUM. The 
588th ·Ehgr Bn from D-20 to D-1 cleared and opened roads required to support 
Operation YELLOWSTONE, and on D-Day convoyed to KA'IDM. On D-Day the 7-11 
ArtiJ.i~ Bn was airlifted from TAY NlliH to KA'IUM (FSB CUSTER). TF 2-34 Armor 
from D:..2 to D-1 o<:cupied FSB BLISS (XT 2S"/ 642) and FSB H1IJ., (XT 278 680) 
while on D-Day the TF 2~34 Armor attacked north to establish a FSB . ~t PREK 
KLOK (XT 288 ·815). 

b. Significant contact: 

(1) 11 Dec 67: lr9 Inf in an ambush patrol vie XT 'Z'/5 960 
engaged 2 VC with small arms at 0135H. At 0218H this AP received 50 rounds 

~~ 

of 60mm mortar resulting in 1 KIA and 8 WIA. The mortar fire lasted 21 
minutes. The. AP requested a LFT, counter-mortar ship, and a Spooky. Art­
illery fire was provided from FSB CUSTER (XT 333 903). At ~311H mor»ar fire 
beg~n again with 10 rounds of 60mm from vie XT 268 975. At OJ16H, 14 rounds 
of 60mm and l. RIG were received from vie XT 265 966. Losses: 2 KIA and 22 
WIA. VC losses unknown. NarE: By engaging the 2 VC with unknown results the 
4-9 Inf compromised their position but did not relocate. 

(2) 12Q845 Dec 67: While the l-49 ARVN Inf was combat assault­
ing to an LZ vie XT 378 858, one of the UHIHs carrying troops was shot down 
vie XT 334 915 • . The LZ was .initially cold at. 083(>H, but as the third lift to 
1-49 Inf lan'ded· Ori the LZ at o9o1H·; ··'they received 60imn mortar fire, indicating 
the LZ was hot. The mortar was spotted Pot XT 390 857 and engaged with a gun­
ship and artillery. Mortar contact ·was broken at 0937H. The LZ remained cold 
after 0937H. 

(3) 12ll30 Dec. The CO HHC, 1st Brigade C&C ship received small 
arms ·fire from vie XT 343 913a Artiller.r was fired into the area. At 1130H 
also a CH-4? extracting a UH-lD from XT 342 913 received fire from XT 342 913. 
At 11o4H FAC received fire from XT 342 913 resulting in no hits. At 1425H, 
B Coliipany 2-14 Inf received small arms · fire from XT 342 913, returning fire 
with artillery and organic weapons,, At 1508H B company 2-14 Inf recei. ved 
additional fire from XT 342 913 again returning fire with artiller.r. At 
1514H FAC received BAR fire from XT 342 913 and again artillery fire was de­
livered into the area. Los ses: no friendly; enemy unknown. NOTE: Artillery 
does not negate the necessity for the infantry to move through an area to 
clear the area of VCo 

(4) 1408'Z'/ Dec 67: A Comp;my 2-14 Inf received SA ail( JM fire 
tram: vie XT 343 912 from an estimated 2 VC. Cont;:i ct was broken at 0829H with 
no c.asualties . Contact wa stabllshed at 0844H resulting in l KIA and 1 
WIA. Contact was broken . _, · · ., · i~ with A Co receiv-

:1!1 . >. •· . • .> /,'. 
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ing SA and AW fire and rifle grenades resulting in 2 _WIA. Contact broken at 
103SH and reestablished at 1056H from a bunker vie XT 343 .913 with A Co re­
ceiving AW fire and RPG from an estimated 20 VC 90mm. fire was delivered point 
blank on the bunker and an airstri.ke delivered at XT 343 912. The airstrike 
resulted in 2 US WIA from A Co and one WIA from C Co who had maneuvered into 
the area to assist A company • . At 1540H A company continued to sweep ~o XT 
33S 909 while C Company sweep to XT 342 914 without conta·:;t. Friendly losses: 
2 KIA, 15 WIA; enemy losses: 2 VC (BC)., 

{ 5) 140940 Dec~ C Company 4-9 Inf receive·i SA fire an:i claymore 
from vie XT 245 941 with sporad·'. '.': fire continuing until 0950H,. B Company moved 
in to block the trails vie XT 2t51 937p Contact was maintained until about 
llOOH. An airstrike w~s delivered et 1105H to XT 250 940~ B Company moved 
to the north flank as the contact was ree.stAblished at 11:5H. Contact at 
1120H was vie XT 245 944 'with this contact broken Dt 1147H. Friendly losses: 
6KIA, lS WIA; enemy lossc:s: ? KH (BC), 10 KIA (POSS), and 3 RFG - 2 rounds. 

(6) 150640 Dec,. KA TUM Base Camp r eceived 35-40 60mm mortar 
rounds. At first light when C C0mpany 2-14 Inf examined the perimeter they 
found that one claymore mine had had the wires cut and one claymore had been 
turned around. 

(7) 161024 Dec: B Company 4-9 Inf received AW fire from an 
·estimated VC plntoon vie XT 245 942. The VC platoon had 7 AW firing. D 
Company began movi!1g from XT 241 944 at l035H to assist B Company. VC contact 
with B Company was hroken at 1Ci59H and reestablished ;it 1103H as 3 AW began 
firing from XT 245 942, r esulti ng in ·l US WIA . CS~QA wds placed on the VC 
position at lllSH.. Contact W 9 S broken a t 1145H w5-th._B Company moving to XT 
245 939. D Company estAblished contact vie XT 246 944 at 1214H 'and breaking 
.off at 1230H without casualtieso 

(8) 200140 Dec: The 4-9 Inf at FSB BEAURIDARD (XT 380 S55) 
received 95 rounds 82mm · mic~ 60mm mortar. At 0230H infilt rators were reported 
inside the perimeter. The -:i.n.i'iltrator set fire to the artillery ammunition 
resulting in 620 rounds 105:-:irr. burning1 At 0346H the FSB' was surrounded by 
an estimated l-2 NVA battal~ (. 2 . At 0405H the l and J.ine coimllunj..cations with 
the FSB were cut, The mort:;:::- c.i ttack ceased at 0550.H then began again at 0705H. 
Contact wcis broken at 0735E ., f riendly losses: 6 KIA, 12 WIA; enemy losses: 
40 KIA (BC), 33 KIA (POSS )~ 

( 9) 171428 .: ~n 68c C company 2-:Jl~ L".lf established con ta ct 
vie XT .34S 908 wit h an e sti::.Mt E...-0.. 2 VC companies. '.:.i:e contact began with C 
Company receiving . SA~ and AW, f rom an estimated J-::..O VCo Fire was returned 
with SA, AW, artillery, and gunshipS. From t his contact C Company sustained 
l WIA o Contact remained until at l515H A. Company; who was maneuvering into 
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the area, received fire at vie XT 345 9<>q resulting in 1 WIA. Contact r~ 
mained as C Company reported 2 KIA and 10 WIA at 15J5H. At 1705H the VC 
force was estimated. to have a reinforced platoon in the woods with 2 platoo~s 
in bunkers. Contact was broken at 17JOH with sporadic fire remaining until 
about 18JOH. Friendly losses: 2 KIA, 13 WIA; enemy losses: 13 KIA (BQ), 
14 KIA (POSS). · · . 

!:' 

(10) 251402 Jan 68. B Company 2-14 In! received SA fire :at . 
XT 248 952 from an estimated reinforced VC squad. The gunships on statton. 
supported B Company with fire. At 1430H the FAC ship on station received 2 
hits with negligble damage. At l430H A Company received SA fire . at XT 248 
953 which resulted in · the CO of A Company being wotmded. At 1443H A and C 
Companies consolidated under the coIIJID8nd of CO C Company. B Company moved 
into the area and at 1535H B company was at XT 24S 952 and A and C Compmies 
at XT 248 954 with the VC force between the 2-14 Inf elements. · Contact·re­
mained until 1715H. Friendly losses: 1 KIA, 16 WIA; enemy losses: 20 KIA 
(BC). 

(ll) 06 Feb 68. NVA/VC forces employed CS RCA at PREK KLOK. 
The CS was in burlap bags, tied with rope and wire, and had an explosive 
charge ~ttached to the outside of the bag. About 6 bags were placed adjacent 
to the perimeter. Three bags did not detonate. These bags were evacuated 
to Division. The bags which did detonate were placed downwind from ~ KI.OK 
and were not eftective against the camp. · 

(12) 11 Feb 68. KATUM Base Camp received 32 rotmds of S2mm 
mortar. Some of the rounds contained ttgas" which inc;:ipacitated 10 indivi­
duals. The cas1Ullt1es were reported to be nauseous and have headaches at 
1002H. By 13JOH all of these casualties had been retutned to duty. 

(13) 150825 Feb 68: A Company 58eth Engr Bn ~nd 1 platoon of 
A Company 2-22 Inf ( M) enroute to '!HIEN NGON were ambushed by an estimated 
VC company at XT OS<) 790. The VC fired AW and RFG resulting in 10 KL\ i and 
2 APC destroyed. The contact was broken at 0850H with unknown VC losses. 

~ 

. (14) 160115 Feb 68" PHU KOUNG, XT 234 746, began receiving 
mortar and l22nm rocket fire and ground attack. MACV requested and got l 
AFC ARVN troop and 2 ARVN Inf companies to support MACV. Action broke at 
0245H as it beg1m at BIEN KID, XT 231 435.i .. At O)lOH the mortar fire began 
again at PHU KOUNG and BIEN KID, out· the . ground attack had ceased. At 0345H1 

as both contacts continued, PHU KOUNG reported VC ~ad entered the MACV com­
pound. One VC POW~ captured by H.'l.CV, stated that his unit was from NUI BA 
DEN and that the unit would cont:Lnue the attack until after sunrise~ then 
would return to NUI BA DUI. Contact was broken at PHU KOUNG at 0530H but 
continued at BIEN KID. At 0545H the VC CP W<JS suspected to be located vie 
XT 245 4S5; and the TAY· NJNl\· l'fftiWf.·Jl~f ~~~1tt~~ r3 forces to sweep the 

,.;r. t,,. ., :l!:..'""~ .. .. ,. · .• "<), .. mr~~ 
f:; 3 ~~'· ~ ;~ ~ ~: t .; ~~~.,t ~lt B. ~'·~ ~ t:. : .. .J i. 

\ 
\ 



(16) 190800 Feb 68. 2-14 Inf established contact with an es-
timated VC company firing all organic weapons and supporting fires vie XT 
<:J75 534.. Sporadic contact was maintained all day. Friendly losses: 3 WIA; 
enemy losses: 66 KIA (BC), and 2 POW. 

J2. ~}%) · Results: 

ao Person.Tl el: 

(1) FRIENDLY KIA WIA NBC MIA TOTAL 

4/9 20 154 1 175 
2/1~ 13 194 18 225 
2/34 . 
1/5 .15 92 15 122 

2/12 4 1 l 6 
HHC 2 10 5 17 
OTHERS _5_ L 12 

59 458 ' ' 40 557 

(2) ENEMY 4/9 2/14 1/5 
2/34 

2/12 HHC O'IHElIB 

KIA (BC ) 100 2fr7 19 7 77 
KIA { POS,) ·; 123 159 10 13 32 

(3) KILL RA '1'7. O FRIENDLY/ENEMY 

4/9 1 - 5 
2/14 1 - ll.,9 
2/34 

l - l " ?. 1/5 

TOTAL 1 - 6 
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b. F.quipment: 

DESCRIPI'ION 

ACCESSORY MFTI', field 
ALARM SET, AN/GSS9 
ARMORER VEST, protective 
BAG, waterproof 
BAYONET KNIFE, w/scabbard 
BARBER KIT 
BELT, pistol 
BINOCUIJ.R 6X30 MIL RET 
BI.AtllJtT WOOL, bed olive green 
BOOT, tropical 
CANTEEN, plastic water 2qt 
CANTEEN, plastic 
COMPASS, magnetic lensatic 
CARRIER, personnel, Mll3Al 
COVER, canteen aluminum 
DRAWERS, men cot ton OG-109 
FORK, field mess 
GENERATOR SET, 3KW 
GLASSES, sun protection 
GLOVE3~ leather, work type 
HAMMOCK, jungle 
HANDKERCHIEF, cotton 
HFADNEI', mosquito 
HELMET, steel 
KNIFE, field mess 
LAUNCHER, grenade 
LINER, helmet, soldiers 
UNER, poncho, nylon 
MACHINE GUN 7 .62mm M-60° 
MACHETE, w/ o sheath . 
}L\SK, protective, field M-1? 
MA'ITRESS, }Xleumatic 

· PACK, conibat field 
PAN, mess kit CRS 
PISTOL, .45 .Cal 
PONCHO, nyl ~n 
POUCH, aJJIIIIlE"'d.tion 
PLOTTING BC) ;;w , ~~~~ .6 
RADIO SE!' J\A/PRR S' 
RADIO SET Ai:/PRC 25 
RADIO SE!' ~hG-RC .106 
BAD.IO...t_, TRAM~:u; 

QTY 

lea 
4 ea 
SO' ea 
105 08 
100 ea 
2 ea 
lCY7 ea 
l ea 
61 ea 
105 ea 
267 ea 
6 ea 
6 ea 
1 ea 
lll ea 
40 ea 
70 ea 
1 ea 
10 ea 
50 ea 
105 ea 
60 ea 
70 ea 
95 ea 
105 ea 
3 ea 
95 00 
122 ea 
11 ea 
S ea 
264 ea 
105 ea 
105 ea 
105 ea 
l4 ea 
119 ea 
201 ea 

~ J! ~~ ~ ~~ ~ r 11\ ·~ r:i ey"5! I r1 ~ t g f , .· : ' '14 ., ,; ; > ';~ ,, ' ;: "" .· j ~ Ii< i.· \..., . ,.,.. _,.; ~! ,, , __ ..,. ~,,~ -~· ,, i. . .11 ;M ,, 
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R&:EIVER, TPJJJSMI'ITER RADIO RT524 
RIFLE 50 6mm M-16El 
RIFLE, RECOILLESS 90mm M6F 
RUCKSACK., nylon w/frame 
SIGHT IBUT 60mm 
SOCK, nylon w/olive green 109 
SHOVEL, entrenching tool 
SPOON, field mess CRS 
SUB-MACHillEGUN CAR 15 5. 56mm 
SUSPENDERS, field pack 
TANK,, combat M48A3 
Ti'.BLEWARE, OUTFIT field 
TENT, shelter half 
TOOEL, bath, olive green 
TROUSERS, men ts tropic Bl 
TRUCK, cargo 3/4 ton 
TRUCK, utility . l/4 ton 
TYPEWRITER, non-pert, non-elect 
UNDERSHIRT, cotton, olive green 109 

13. ~ Administrative Matters: 

1 ea 
44 ea 
3 ea 
107 ea 
2 ea 
200 ea 
105 ea 
70 ea 
2 ea 
105 ea 
4 ea 
1 ea 
105 ea 
200 ea 
72'1 ea 
l ·ea 
1 ea 
l ea . 
250 ea 

a. PX facilities were not available to the troops in the field on 
this operation. A mobile PX'" was considered but deemed not acceptable in that 
this would automatically result in · the discontinuance of sundry packs. Any 
desired items not included in these pecks could be purchased by designated 
unit individuAls at Tay Ninh and sent out on resupply. This is preferable to 
the certain inequities that would occur if a mobile PX was <:!Vailable at the 
forward base camp. 

I · · b~ There was considerable difficulty in the rapid distribution of 
ma~ in the early and intermediate stages of ·the operation. This was la4ely 
due to the irregular air service6 A regularly scheduled cargo plane eliminated 
this problem.. 

c. Difficulties were also experienced in .getting replacements, re­
turd:i.ng R&R personnel, etc,.: from Cu Chi to Tay Ninh and Katum. Again this 
was largely due not oilly to irregular aerial service but Al.so insufficien\ 
flights. Getting soldier::: back to their units was always slow. The problem 

. would have been at incalc11::'. :ible proportions if it "t.--ere not for the frequent 
. gro:und, convoys., . . 

z. 
. d" Supply: AU. classes of supply were drawn from Tay Ninh LSA who 

ope'r;:ited a forward support area at Katum. Supply c;onvoys were operated daily 
and controlled by DISCOM Forward. Water points were oper::ited at Katum., Prek 
Kloc, and Bau co· by the 5SSth Engine& Base Knox all 

l 
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potable liater was supplied by ~ water point operated by the 65th Engineers. 
Showers points at Katum were operated by Tay Ninh LSA and at Bau CO by 588th 
Engineers.. The greatest problem area of supply was ice, which seemed to be 
in limited supply at all forward camps. 

(1) .Class I: 

"Art RATIONS 
"C" RATIONS · 
LR.RP RATIONS 
SUNDRY PACKS 

251;439 meals 
183,375 ;ieal.s 

680 meals 
1,079 ea. 

(2) Clase II and IV: A total of 345 tons was used ·in support 
of the operation. · 

(J) Class III: 

Mogas 
Diesel 
Lub oil OE-30 
lllb oil OE-10 
Lub oil OE-50 
Lub oil OE-90 
Grease AA 
Solvent 
Hydraulic fluid (brake) 
Hydraulic fluid (ramp) 
Aviation Gas 
JP-4 

(4) Class V: 

Ctg, 5 .. 56mm 
Ctg, 7 .. 62nnn 
Ctg, C::il .,45 
Ctg,, Cal A50 
Ctg, 40mm 
Ctg, 81mm 
Ctg, 90llm 
Ctg, lOti'JID. 
Ctg, 6C•,-::::rr 
Ctg, 4., ~-· .; Mortrir 
Hand Gr(c.nades 
Smoke G::-en-ades 

-V°iinf;!, claymore 
l'Jiscel, (fl er@· demo, sig) 

• .:if 

46,490 gal 
73,800 gal 

21 370 gal 
1,,1.59 gal 

· 1 1 450 gal 
325 gal 
85 lb 
55 g.:il 
B.!i. gal 
8? gal 

13,232 gal 
lS,,000 gal 

4103 tons 
S2~0 tons 

2.,8 tons 
139 ... 2 tons 
16.,9 tons 

347,,0 tons 
008 .. 4 tons 

3 .... 6 tons 
210 .. 0 tons 
2'19 17- 5 tons 

l1;.o5 tons 
15 o5 tons 

5"l7 tons 
13o3 tons 

·., 
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e. Maintenance: Maintenance tea~ from the battalions were with 
their respective units. They were able to perform all 2nd echelon vehicular 
maintenance. The 725th Maintenance Battalion provided some maintenance 
facilities. No 3rd echelon maintenance was provided in the field. Problem 
areas for the 2/34 hrmDr were: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Procurement of tank engines 

Availability of repair parts for '1!13 machine gun 

and artillery and 
Support maintenance for fire control instruments, artillery 

small arms. 

r. Treatment of casualties, evacuation, and hospitalization: Dust­
Off suppbrt was provided by Cu Chi ar.d Tay Ninh MEDEVAC mrlts. Battalion aid 
stations treated patients for minor ailments and unn CO, 25th Medical Qlearing 
Station located at Katum handled all cases beyond the capabilities of the 
battalion stations. 

g.. Transportation: Transportation was provided. by organic vehicles, 
CH-47, C-1301 C-123, UHID. 

.. a . h. CommunicP.tions: Communications were provided by brigade and 
battalion sections; this consisted of FM and R'I'l'. UHF was provided b,}r · 125th 
Signal Battalion. 

i. Medical Evaluation: Personal health was generally good through­
out the operation. One significant problem area, was that of rat control. Con­
trol measures included: 

(1) Proper police of area, especially the mess areao 

· -(2) Use· of anti-coagulant poison • 
. ' . 

(3) Use of traps and s1U1res. 

(4) · Dapafane ·Malaria PrcphilaJCYia.s was used in addiUon t<? the 
Chlo~(pins•Primaouin tablets. No malaria wa.s r~ported during r,he operation. 
Connoon conipl~ints ·included colds,- .minor cuts and scra_tch~s, and at first, siln­
burn. Sldn irritations we~·e a persistant problem5 w:l.th most. resulting from the 
heat. These were minimizect by th~ daily use of showering facilities~ 

14.. ~ ~ . Specilll F,quipme..'it find Techniques. . None r eP.Qrted. - • . 

15. ~<Ji{ Commander's 1".nalysis: 

-. . 
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- l 
· e. All engineer projects Assigned to the 1st Brigade were completed. 

(USSF/CIDG- camps at KATUM and THEIN NGON and improving the a:i,.rstrip at KA'IDM 
to receive C-130 aircraft and cpnstructing an airstrip at 'llIEIN NGON to receive 
C-123 aircra;ft). . . . , .· . · . · 

b. The roads were secured, cleared~ and improved to support the 
Br1gad~ operations within War Zone "C" and the Brigade located an:i destroyed 
many VC/WA bases and forces. At about D+JO there was a substantial decrease 
in VC contact as the VC iooved into the Saigon area for their TEI' offEnai ve. 

c. From lS Jan 68 ·to 15 Feb 68 all contact with the VC was with very 
small units or scattered individuals.. During this time minor mortar attacks 
were the only VC offensive actions. Major contact wes established on 15, 16, 
and 17 Feb 68 which suggested that some of the units which h~d moved to the 
Saig0n area had returned. On 19 Feb 6B. the 2-14 Inf located a VC comp.i:m.y area 
which was suspected to have conducted the mortar attacks on the TAY NINH Base 
Camp .. 

d. Action cont:inued throughout the Operation YELLOWS'IONE with spo­
radic contact almost dBily& 

e • . The use of airmobile assets enabled the Brigade to assault a 
large portion of its TAORo Without airmobile assets the Brigade was restrict­
ed to the inmediate vicinity of its base ccmps. When restricted tc assault , 
entirely by ground movement, the effectiveness was minimal since the VC lmits 
began to move around the US installations and effective ground range. 

f. E~gle fiights were conducted infroouently because of the require­
. ment to support US forces with artillery and the difficulty in moving and 

securing arty at temporary FSB's based on th~ dense jungles and lack of CH-47 1$ 
to accomplish timely move men ts. 

FOR 'IHE COMMANDER: 

i1 . I 1·· ,,"",i., ., 
ii AL.-<../ _I~ --~- . / //1 c. . (/1. .- . ,.·. ~--1.. · -· ~ .. / .. /r r. I - ' - . _. , - ··-i/ vlnIOMAS A. STOY i t- : t,,A•i :: 

{-r-r Major, Infantry 
I. Adjutant 
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