
Chapter 5. LZ Sally; March 1968 

Not long after I had left LZ Jane the morning. of March 1st, and while my area of operations 
in the north was still my responsibility, the brigade journal reported: 

• 
·os30 C/2-5 landed at a hot LZ and are under fire... FSB also under A/W fire. u 

Later: 

·1101 2-5: Request immediate air strike vie YD486435 ... Nearest friendlies 1500 
meters, enemy in heavily fortified positions, contact CO A/2-5 on Arizona 

push.1 

•1120 2-5: At 0825 hours vicinity YD451421, 3 Vietnamese children were KIA by 
rockets. Inform the S-5. Will contact district advisor and extend apologies. 
Incident was accident. 

Innocents would continue to suffer as this war in the countryside went on. I returned to LZ 
Jane latE[]. at day to take the commander of the 2d Brigade, 1st Air Cav, Colonel Joseph 
C. 'McDoffough, on a tour of his new AO. Meanwhile, troop convoys and CH-47s were 
taking our troops south into their new area. From the brigade journal of March 1st... 

•1500 1-501: 1st lift D Co landed LZ Sally at 1457 hours." 

D Company joined Band C Companies, already there by truck, and -- now commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Wayne Prokup -- the 1/501st began organizing the defenses of LZ 
Sally. 

At 1540 the 2d Brigade CP at LZ Jane closed down, our old area became the responsi­

bility of the 2d Bde, 1st Cav, and the 2d Bde's brigade tac CP opened at PK 17.2 

At 1040 the next day, March 2d, we assumed responsibility for the area of operations of 
the 3d Brigade, 1st Cav, and command of all three battalions of the 2d Brigade/101 st. The 
2d Brigade task force was together again for the first time since late January. 1/502 was 
operating near the An Lo Bridge, from FSB Nola nearby; 2/501 was down near Hue, 
operating out of FSB Pinky; and most of the 1/501 was at LZ Sally, with its A Btry, 1/321, 
having just arrived (bad weather had forced the CH-47s to leave A/1/501 at its old fire 
base one more night). 

1 •Arizona push" means a radio frequency spelled out in the SOI (signal operating instructions), which 
leaders and others who need it carried so that they could find each other's radio call signs and frequencies for 
coordination purposes. Radio frequencies were selected by turning dials on the radio face. In earlier times, a 
preset frequency was selected by "pushing" a certain button. 

2•pK 17" means "poste kilometre 17. • The term was a residue of French colonial Vietnam, where main 
routes bore roadside markers that told the distance from a point of origin. The compound housing the 
headquarters of the 3d Regiment, 1st ARVN Infantry Division, was on QL 1 at PK 17. 
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From the brigade journal of March 2d: 

•1545 Arty LnO: A Btry laid and ready to receive fire mission at 1600 hours.M 

I wanted to be certain of the security of our brigade base and command post location at LZ 
Sally. I assigned Wayne Prokup, commanding 1/501, the immediate task but soon made 
LZ Sally's defenses the responsibility of Earl Keesling, who had admirably taken charge 
of that mission since he had joined us at LZ Jane in mid-February from Phu Bai. 

LZ Sally was ideal for a brigade base. It was on rising ground with good drainage and 
firm soil. Around a short laterite airstrip there was ample room with open fields of fire and 
we had an access road to QL 1. An abandoned railroad running through the perimeter 
gave us rails for overhead cover. 3 We immediately began digging an underground TOC. 

One great advantage of LZ Sally was that the headquarters of the 3d Regt, 1st ARVN 
Division, at PK 17 was only half a mile away. On arriving at PK 17 on March 1st, I intro­
duced myself to the regimental commander, who was Lieutenant Colonel Phan Ban Hoa 
and to his senior U.S. advisor, Major Morales. In 1963-64 I had been senior advisor to the 
21st ARVN Infantry Division deep in Vietnam's Delta. I knew what faced Vietnamese 
troops and their advisors. I was determined to help them. Much more than that, being 
responsible for employing the American Army's assets in this area of operations, I was 
determined to do all that I could to see that we operated as part of a common plan that 
would coordinate our operations, the operations of the 1st ARVN Division, and those of 
province and district forces into a single effort from this point forward. 

I invited Colonel Hoa to join me at my morning briefing the next day, the 2d (this was 
convenient, since we were in his compound), and at every morning and evening briefing 
from then on. He did so, or sent someone, as a matter of routine. And, aside from visiting 
him often myself, I had a member of my S-3 section attend his briefings and planning ses­
sions, and relied on his advisory team to keep us informed at all times. 

At 1300 on the 2d of March the 2d Brigade issued its operation order for the new area of 
responsibility and mission. One of its coordinating instructions read ... uunits will effect 
close coordination with Hqs 3d Regt, 1st ARVN Div (vie YD649280), Quang Dien District 
Hqs (vie YD674336), and Huong Tra District Hqs (vie YD754252) as necessary." 

On March 2 the brigade, minus only A/1/501, the balance of E Company, and the 1/501 
rear echelon which came in the next day, completed its move. We swept and secured QL 
1 for a 70 truck convoy from Phu Bai to Camp Evans. All battalions were now operating in 
their new areas -- 1/501 at and around Sally, 2/501 to the south, and 1/502 to the north. 
There was an abundant eflemy to operate against. The next four pages reproduce the 
intelligence annex of our brigade order of March 2, and contemporary terrain estimates. 

3For which we were justly cr~icized after the area became secure and a working railroad was wanted. 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

\) c.orJ F/f) c JUT J ~L .. 
Copy 0f copies 
Hqs, 2d Bde, 101st Abn Div 
Vic · HU.i£, RVN(YD649280) 
011300H riar '68 
IRA 

Annex A (Intelligence) to Frag Order 8 to OPOHD 5-68 (Operation JEB 
Stuart) (U) 

Reference: Srun~ . as Basic Ordclr 

1. (C) Ene~y ~ituation . . . . 
a. NVA Units 

(1) K-2 Bn - 802 Bn, 6th NV~ Regt - last lmown strength was 345 
but 'could be considerably higher since the liberation of 2,500 personnel 
from the Hue jail during the T~T offensive. This battalion was last con­
tacted on 1 March 1968 vicinity .of YD6930 and is reported to still be 
in this area iri a dafensive posture. The K-2 battalion is fully combat 
effective, has new individual waapons and clothing,and craw served wea-

.. p<;ms ~ to include heavy mucnineguns and B1-82tu:i i:tortars ,and possibly 75I'Jr:l 
recoilless rifles. It has been reported that this battalion is defending 
a large hospital complex from well fortified positions surrounding the 
village at the above location. It has also been reporte·! tret the NVA 
are attempting to evacuate their wounded to an unknown location by way 
of th!;} riv~rs and canals leading from the village. This batta:µon is 
supported by the local VC and use the civilians in the area.as . porters 
for their wounded and supplies. · 

(2) Other NVA units - of· particular interest ar~ the NV.A. units 
that retrented frr..":l Hue bevnning on 22 Feb 68. E.laments of the 29th, 
?Ot.h, 6th, and 4th NVA Ragts were ind~ntified in the :Iue o~f~ns;ve • . 

·Thest:! units withdrew from Hue and w~re last reported in the are~ boUnd­
ed by the following grids: YD57f9, YD571J, YD7019, and YD7013. The 
ntlssion of these .units is unkriowri; how0v~r, it is still possible for 
thcm.· to nount a multi-battalion attnck tit the time and . place of their 
.choice. Thase units suffere9 heavy casualties ·in the Hue offensive but, 

are still thought to b~ ~ conbat effective since thay have had time 
to b.a resupplie~ fror:i Bas: Arca 114, and from caches located in tm 
mountains to the south and w~st of the iLO. 

b. Local Force Units 

( 1) 810 Bn LF - \-J'.C::.S last reported at a strength of 400. This batt­
alion has not bcl~n cc,nta.cted sin:: cl the early c!D.ys of the Hue offensive 
and is bl:3~ v~d to have been pull~d b<J.ck and held in res~rvoil after the 
arrival_ of th~ NVil units fror:J. th~ north. The last r~:,..:ort on · the lo.Cation 
of this battalion placed it to the ~ast of. Hue but W<lS not confinned. 
This unit is rated fully co.cbnt effective. · · 
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_(2) C-114 Co Quang Dien ·District - was last. cont.n.cted on 1 Feb 
68 vicinity YD6331. The strength of this ·unit is unkno~m but it should 

be noted that his unit is well-anned and well-suppli.ed~ C-114 Co usually 
op.::rn.tee to th.e north · u.nd_ aast of the .An Lo b;t'idg0, YD623303, and is 
rated. fully cqmbat e;ffectivcn·~il.. known supply base and en.cha .area(CO B...J-JG 
AREA.) is within the C-114 c6mpany 1 s area of operation. The CO BANG is 
bounded bi the followllig grids: YD6331, YD6334, YD6031, and YD60J4 • 

. (3) .C-1 _15 Co Huong Tru. District - has not been contacted since. 
on or ·about 26 Fab 68. ·The normal· area. of operations of th;i.s company 
is to tha west and n.orthwest· of Hue on a radius of about 10 Jd.lometers 
from YD7324 •. ·The - stten~h of this unit is · unknown · but is rated . fully 
combat ~f~ective,and is well-armed and ~ell~supplied. 

(4) Hue Sap~r Bn and 12th Sapper Bn - In tho beginning of th~ 
Hue offensive. The Hue Sapper Bn was augmdnted by the 12th Sapper Bn 
and since that time ha.vo b~~n reported working together in platoon 
and canpany size groups. The estir.iated total strength of the two batt­
alion is JOO. Th~ last contact with any el0~ent of the Snppers was on 
29 Feb 68 vicinity of YD621273 when a 1st ACD scout h~licvptcr killed 
threa (including a platovn leader). It w.::.s b.::lievcd that thpse three 
sappers were . on a r~con of the · PK-17-I.Z Sc~lly ~rea.. Thus.:: ~Cl · batta­
lions were instrum'3ntal in leading th-:: NV.~ units· into Hue at the beg­
inning of the offensive. The pr~sent missions. of the sappers is to des­
troy the An . Lo bridge, YD623303, ei..rrl to infiltrate and sabotage when 
possible. The pres~nt wi3atror situation aids the sappers i.'Illnensely since 
they attnck With st~alth and surprise. 

c. Irregular Forces 

( 1) Guerrilla and VC forces arc located in thcl majority of the 
villag0s throughout the AO. These forct:s arc presently well-armed and 
supplied and many have been report~d wearing NV~ uniforms. They .have 
access to the cr~ches left by the NV,. fcrcas from. the Hue of.!'cnsive. 
Hany are supplied with nGw t\K-47 's und other individual weapons and 
have rany c_rcw:-s0rved wecO!.pons including he.:wy rec-hineguns, recoilless 
rifles, and 60mm and 81-82.n:Jm Bortars. ~ocal irregular forces h<lve 
b~~n acting as guides for the m. .. 1.in force and NVA -units op0rating in the 
area". The morale of these irNgular forces is high, since~. being encour­
aged by the NVA units, a.Lld cam. be expected to stay cmd fight ".frora fort­
ified positions. They have intensified the mortar att?-ck9 since being 
well-suppli~d by the NV1L units. 
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~,d. The Sent,; Bo river is n c ._.;-,firm...::J r:tc'"'.jor supply route aml is well 
fortified in many plc!ces. The rv2.d run4ing northw-:st .::.long the foot­
hills fros YD700196 tu YD60325 5 ~nd then along fi\,'Y 554 is another known 
and cunfirm~d· infiltration rvut :.:s ru ... '1 north an1! south ccross QL 1 vic­
inity of YD668270, YD673278 and YD694254 • .. I....m;; these r 8ut0s, the enemy 
h:.s b.:!cn known to r:tovc in 1.argt.: s roups, during th.::: clay, D.nd along trc1ils, 
rivers ani ra!. ds. Nearly ['.11 vilbg...:s in the i..O are weil-for~ifiecl with 
tr~nchlines and bunkers with gsc·.J overh~~d ccN .:!r. Th-=: -:!ne;:iy r::lov~s froo 
villac;e to. yillagu c1t will ~d 0ccupys th<3s~ previously prep.:u-1.d posi­
.tions. Previously usud rocket c...nd r.1ortc1r positions ere vicinity of 
YD635225, YD648228, .YD655242, and YD6622JO; PK17, . IZ Sally and_ F5'B Pinky 
cnn expect rockut attacks from c1nywhe~o in the foothill~ ext.ending east 
rurl West. pirallel to Ql..1. Groun~ to air · firing Crul bo .. c)~C·t~cl · r;-om the 
majority: .: or the villages witqifi. the ;.o. Thd erian.y ·t~oughout· th~. :\.0 ell.I\ 

be exp~cted to· defend bacause his morale is considerGd to b~ g~ ~~ 
he has good Wt!apons acquired froi~1 the NVA units. The enemy will .fre­
quently snipe and r~treat whcln in small numbers· or. when· caught out cf 
def~nded positions. 

2 ... ' (C) Esse~tial Elemants of Informa. ti on 

a. Will the enemy attuck 1Z Sally and FS13 Finky? If so, when, wh~re. 
and in wha.t strength? 

b. Will the enemy .employ endirect fir~ weapons en IZ Sc1lly and FS~ 
Pinky? If so, when, from where, and wh2..t volume? 

3. (C) In~elll:gcnce Acquisition Tasks 

~. Ord~rs to att~ch~d and subordinate units. All attached and sub­
-~,...cf~ut.q._ .units . repurt <'ll1 ··cn..J::1y ~ctivity- in '1.Ssigii~ct-;~o, c:.s ·6utlinect· 
in .Lhe Bri·7 ade SOP u • ' 

b. Requests to higher, adjacent, and cooperating units. G2, 1st ACD 
and G2, 101 st .Abn Div ar.:: requested t-:• provide information on eneny 
activity in and surround.int · the· 2d Bde, ·101-st .H.bn-. Div. AO. 

Distribution: Sarne as OPORD 5-68 

CUSIB·L\N 
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8. (C) Intelligence: 

a. Weather. During mid-March tho Ne: monsoon became weak as the transi­
tion from the previously dominant I'lli monsoon to the SW monsoon began. As the . 
NE monsoon began to weaken, cloudiness, along the eastern coast, ground fog 
and morning haze decreased. On occasions, a surge of the NE monsoon reduced 
ceilings below 1000 feet and visibilities to less than 2~ miles thus hamp;r­
ing the use of ht.:licoptcr nnd TAC Air support. Of significance was the in­
crease in thunderstorm activity, gusty winds, and variations of temperature. 
Generally winds ranged from 5-10 knots with gusts in excess of 15 knots while 
the tem~ratures ranged from the mid 90 1 s to the low 60 1 s. 

b. Terrain. The area of o:r;cration was characterized by varying terrain 
and vegetation consisting of sandy beachus, low rolling hills and mountains. 
The terrain from QL 1 to the coast was primarily coastal lowland plains with 
elevations generally between 0-5 meters, very little vegotaion, and · poor drain­
age. West of too coastal lowlands, el<::vation increased slowly through rolling 
hills with brushwoods or discontinuous, single ~anopy forests to the highlands 
with double and triple canopies and dense undergrowth in places. Numerous · 
rice paddies v.er1:: found in the coastal lowlands and observation and fields of 
fire were generally good; however, ~reestands, hedgerows, ditches, and em­
bankments some\\hat reduced observation. Villages Wt:re interrnitted throughout 
the lowlarrl ~a and were enclosed by treestands and ·hedgerows composed mostly 
of dense bamboos, bushes, banana and palm trees. These islands of vegetation 
facilitated enE:II\Y dGfense in tho area. These rndgerow areas contained· well 
concealed spider holes and fortified bunk~rs with thick overhead cover, and 
connectirig trenches and tunnels. The villages afforded the ene171Y excellent 
defense in all directions. Drainage in the highlands was good while observa­
tion anq fields of . fire were generally very poor. The highlands generally af­
forded the encnv freedom of movement since observation from the air and ground 
was negligible. • 

(2) Terrain: 

The terrain from Ql.,..l to thd coast is pri.marily coastal lowland 
plains with the majority 'Vf the vegetation centered around th.; villages. 
Observation and fields of fire are general~ good however, treestands, ditches, 
hedgerows and embat'li1D.cnts may reduce the observation. The majority of th~ 
villag~s, hedgerows., trails, and waterways within the i~o are characterized by 
intricate trcnch-tu..")ncl complexes, bunkers and spider holas, The area a.long 
the waterway runnir.g generall.y East and West from grid YD830197 contains 
many various types cif booby traps, The numerous waterways and trails within 
the .h.O provides th'3 endmy excellent routes of withdrawl and are frequently 
used for movement of supplies and personnel, 
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On March 3d the 1/501 and 2/501 reported little action, while the 1/502d engaged the 
enemy with three of its rifle companies (A Company being opcon to 1/501, working on 
the defenses of LZ Sally) and the recon platoon. 1 /502's operations were supported by 
artillery, ARA gunships, and six sorties of tactical air. From the brigade journal: 

•Band C Companies ... (to the east of FSB Nola and the An Lo bridge] made heavy 
contact with an unknown size enemy force resulting in 12 KIA and 4 US KIA and 11 
US WIA. [West of Nola] D Company made contact resulting in 6 VC KIA and 3 
detainees. The Bn CO in. the C&C made an assessment of air and artillery in support 
of Co's B and C contact ... (reporting) an additional 48 NVA KIA. •1 

Band C Companies, 1/502, were extracted by helicopter and returned to LZ Nola. Jack 
Bishop and his radio operator received minor leg wounds while in a C&C ship over D 

Company late in the afternoon; the battalion S-2 was killed.2 

In its Plans Summary for March 3d the brigade journal reported that on the next day ... 

·2d Brigade will provide artillery support for LZ prep, coordinate air support, and assist 
in supervision of a combat assault vie YD685355 of 3d Bn, 3d Regiment, 1st ARVN 
Div. Battalion will attack south vie YD690355 to YD699328 to destroy suspected NVA 
units. A platoon size PF blocking force will combat assault vie YD705330 in support of 
ARVN operations. One PF platoon will conduct operations on each side of Song Bo 
river in conjunction with Co C 1-502. •3 

Because our two command posts were both temporarily at PK 17, it had been simple to 
work out this cooperation with the 3d Regiment. By this time I had met Major General 
Ngo Quang Truong, Commanding General of the 1st ARVN Infantry Division, who had 
given his enthusiastic approval to this kind of combined operations of his troops and the 
province's forces with the 2d Brigade. Many more such were to come, at every level. 

1 From this point forward, I will no longer use the expression "(BC)" following assessments of enemy loss-
es. This parenthetical remark, which means "body count," (see footnote 2, page 14, and footnote 5, page 
48) had become meaningless. I am satisfied that our troops accurately reported, or objectively estimated, the 
results that they accomplished; that at this stage of the war "body count" had become ample in any event for 
the battalions of the 2d Brigade; and that we did not need its inflation to satisfy the desires of higher head­
quarters. The addition of the parenthetical expression "(BC)" had by now become a bad Vietnam habit that 
could be broken only by official action at the highest command level, and that was not likely to happen 

2A battalion commander would normally be accompanied in his C&C ship by his battalion S3, his artillery 
liaison officer, his battalion S2, and his RTO. Captain Jack Justice, who was S3 of the 1/502 during this 
period recalls the frequent need to return to the battalion fire base or to LZ Sally to exchange ships because 
of small arms damage. He writes ... "The ticking sound of a round piercing the skin of the UH-1 became well 
known to all of us.• 

3Qur reporting may have used RF (regional forces) and PF (popular forces) interchangeably. 
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On the 4th we moved our brigade command post to LZ Sally. The brigade operations 
summary for that day reported that the combined ARVN/PF/US operation just mentioned 
had taken place (but it gave no assessment of results inasmuch as these were reported 
via ARVN channels). The journal for the 4th also reported that on that day ... 

• ... a total of 34 enemy contacts were made by elements of the Bde Infantry Bns. Nega­
tive friendly casualties; enemy assessments - 6 NVA KIA , 5 VC KIA .. . Bde units were 
supported throughout the Bde AO by 4 ARA sorties, one USAF air strike, and artillery." 

On March 5th, the brigade journal reported ... 

•enemy contacts were made by units from the 2-501 Inf and 1-502 Inf resulting in 1 US 
KIA and 7 US WIA; enemy assessment: 7 NVA KIA and one AK-47 and one LMG 
captured ... units were supported throughout the 2d Bde AO by 4 ARA sorties, two 
USAF air strikes, and artillery. The 2d Bde TF reacted to reliable intelligence indicat­
ing enemy units attempting to infiltrate into the city of Hue. Two rifle companies were 
combat assaulted into likely avenues of approach. :. On arrival in assigned areas units 
were placed in blocking positions to supplement the overall brigade denial plan of 
movement by NVA and VC units. Bde continues to exchange tactical intelligence and 
conduct joint operations with ARVN, RF and PF within AO.N 

By now, 1/502 had a fulltime liaison officer with the Quang Dien district chief, exchanging 
operational and intelligence information. At 2253 that night, March 5th, the 1/502 
reported that on the 6th ... 

•Quang Dien District is going to furnish 60 men -- 2 RF platoons, 30 men each -- to 
work with A Co on ... sweep through LZ then village then back to highway. The A Co 
combat assault and movement will be a combined operation." 

The 2/501 around Hue and the 1/501 around Sally made relatively little contact during 
the next few days. But the area of Quang Dien district in which the 1/502 was operating 
was infested with NVA, who had fortified many of the villages. Working with the district 
chief and the 3d Regiment, Jack Bishop went after the abundant enemy. On the 6th the 
brigade journal reported that A Company, 1/502 ... 

• ... made a combat assault, then joined two PF platoons on a sweep, negative contact. 
B Company with two PF platoons made contact with an estimated 50 VC, resulting in 
the PFs killing 5 VC, and taking 10 detainees, 1 60mm mortar, 1 AK-47, 1 B40, 1 
ChiCom 7.62 LMG, 1 M-1 rifle, 1 M-79, and some AK 47 ammo ... 

•D Co made contact with a Bn size element. Arty and air strikes were used against the 
village where contact was made. The unit pulled back and was extracted. Friendly 
losses were 5 KIA and 25 WIA. Enemy losses were 8 NVA KIA ... 4 AK-47s, 1 SKS, 
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1927 rounds AK-47 ammunition, and 9 RPG-2 rounds ... An assessment of the 
damage in the village was not made due to heavy ground fire received by aircraft 
attempting to make assessment... and dense foliage ... A joint US-PF combat assault 
operation is planned for 7 Mar. C/1/502 will lead the assault followed by one PF co.• 

From the brigade operations summary for March 7th ... 

·1-502 conducted combat assaults and S&D operations in area where Company D-
502 met heavy resistance 6 Mar. Significant enemy contacts were made by A, B, & C 
1-502 Inf and by bn recon platoon 2-501 resulting in I US KIA and 1 US WIA. Enemy 
assessment: 14 NVA KIA, 1 AK-47, 1 M-1 rifle, 1 SKS. 

•ouring the period TF units were supported throughout the AO by 14 ARA sorties, 16 
USAF airstrikes, and DS and GS a·rty, 1-9 Cav and 11th Avn Gp." 

From a letter home on March 6th: 

-
•My surroundings have been somewhat temporary since we moved from LZ Jane. We 
spent three nights in a Vietnamese compound, then one night roughing it here on LZ 
Sally, and another more civilized night last night. Tonight it is looking even more 
civilized. I have had a shower, my first since leaving Cu Chi about six weeks ago. 

•our new LZ Sally is more attractive than Jane. Sally is the name of the wife of the first 
Cav company commander who defended this position, and I decided not to change it 
to "Bastogne" or Eagle,• at least not yet. 

·we have had marvelous weather the last couple of days. The soil is fairly flat and 
sandy, easy to dig. The brigade is slowly assembling and we are putting up our 
facilities and getting well set. 

"The area is very interesting, lots of enemy around but lots of good Vietnamese to work 
with. Hue is a shambles and it's tragic to see it. 

"I got laundry today that I had sent in Phu Bai before the Tet offensive and couldn~ get 
because Hue was in enemy hands. Very reliable Vietnamese laundry.p 

The brigade journal reflects that on March 7th I instructed Jim White, Brigade S-4, to 
arrange for Penta-Prime for our airstrip at LZ Sally. Penta-Prime was a kind of thin 
asphalt that when sprayed on the ground kept the dust down; it was especially helpful for 
helicopter pads. The weather had turned sunny, the ground had turned dry, and while 
relief from the dismal weather of February into early March was welcome, the choppers 
in and out of LZ Sally's pads, and especially the Chinooks, were raising lots of dust. 
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J LZ Sally was taking shape as the brigade's operations and logistic base. No point in our 
AO was more than 10 miles distant, thus no point was more than a few minutes away by 
helicopter. Battalion commanders could go to the field with their units and a tactical 
command post, and battalion rear at Sally could provide them and their troops the 
necessary logistic support. Each battalion had a log pad from which its daily log bird 

took chow, ammunition, water, mail, and so on to the companies in the field.4 Within 
the perimeter we were establishing •battalion areas" for each battalion, where company 
administrative and supply personnel could function and into which each rifle company 
could move for rest and recovery when its time came. 

Jim White had his own brigade log pad on the airstrip, on the hard laterite surface of 
which a team from the division support command could operate a brigade supply point. 
B Company of the division medical battalion was now operating a brigade clearing 
station into which •dustoW helicopters could take the wounded men of the brigade for 
treatment and further evacuation if necesary (men with life-threatening wounds were 
taken directly to the surgical hospital at Phu Bai). · 

The 1/321 Arty with one battery was stationed on LZ Sally, along with C Btry of the 2/11 
Arty, a towed 155 howitzer unit. In due time we would get a self-propelled 8 inch battery. 
Other batteries of the 1/321 were at fire bases elsewhere, providing full coverage of our 
area of operations. 

I was determined to make the enemy afraid to attack LZ Sally, even with their skilled 
sappers. (On the first night we were in Sally, a sapper trying to cut our wire hit a trip flare 
and fled, leaving prints of his bare feet.) We not only had fortified positions with over­
head cover and with their interlocking fields of fire, but bands of concertina wire, and 
claymore mines, and trip flares, plus artillery and mortar concentrations (also direct fire 
105s, firing canisters of deadly small arrows called flechettes); we also set up something 
called a fougasse, which was a barrel of fuel oil that could be ignited by an explosive 
charge that would send out a fan of flaming oil to cover any would-be sappers. Earl 
Keesling ran frequent practice alerts, and from time to time at night we would demon­
strate to the watching enemy a fougasse. The enemy did not attack LZ Sally in my time. 

For protection against the frequent 122mm rocket attacks, we installed overhead cover 
on all key installations. My cot, with some shelves and a wash basin, was in a Conex 
container, just off my office, which was only a door away from the brigade TOC. All of this 
was in a large hole that had posts supporting a roof of railroad rails covered by corru-

40ur log birds were still provided by the Cav, and would be until we came under the 101 st's full command 
again. Their daily dispatch had become routine, as had the daily dispatch of a C&C ship for me and for each 
battalion commander (occasionally a battalion commander used his C&C ship to haul other passengers, such 
as troops that he wanted to reposition, to which the Cav's 11th Aviation Group would take understandable 
exception). 
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gated steel sheets on top of which we stacked three or feet of sandbags. A set of steps 
led to the outside. 

From March 6th through March 10th the 1/502d, with its battalion CP near the An Lo 
bridge but with the battalion commander (Jack Bishop) continuously in the air and 
working with the 3d ARVN Regiment and with Quang Dien district, went through very 
heavy fighting centered on hamlets Ap Dong Lam, Ap Son Trung, and Ap Pho Lai two 
kilometers southwest of Quang Dien. As compiled, the brigade journal's summaries for 
this action reported (MIA later recovered as KIA are counted as KIA): 

6 Mar 4 US KIA 25 US WIA Enemy assessment: None 
7 Mar 1 US KIA 1 US WIA Enemy assessment: 14 NV A/VC KIA 
8 Mar 3 US KIA 24 US WIA Enemy assessment: 47 NV A/VC KIA 
9 Mar 4 US KIA 17 US WIA Enemy assessment: 35 NV A/VC KIA 
10 Mar . 2 US WIA Enemy assessment: 38 NVA/VC KIA 

Totals: 12 US KIA 69 US WIA Enemy assessment: 146 NV A/VC KIA5 

5The journals of the 1/502 for 1967 and 1968 are missing from the National Archives records. In the 1/502 
organizational history there is a document that is evidently compiled from daily journals and that records each 
day's action and results. Following are extracts (the numbers differ from those reported by brigade): 
6 Mar 1968: Heavy contact made by Delta Company at 1343 vie YD698304 (W-shaped viii) . Delta broke con­
tact at 1612 and were extracted from hot PZ after using all available fire support on the village. Estimated 2 
reinforced companies in the village. 

Results: Friendly 5 KIA 
25WIA 
2MIA 

Enemy 58 KIA (BC) 
confirmed by aerial observation 

7 Mar 1968: Battalion continued operations and made 3 company sized C/As resulting in moderate contact. 
Bravo recovered the bodies of the 2 MIA from Delta. 

Results: Friendly 1 KIA Enemy 30 KIA (BC) 
1WIA 
2 MIA to2 KIA 

8 Mar 1968: Battalion continued operations and Alfa made heavy contact near Ap Dong Lam (YD680318). 
After 3 hours of heavy fighting Alfa was ordered to pull back leaving 3 KIA behind because of intensive 
enemy fire. 

Results: Friendly 4 KIA Enemy 35 KIA (BC) 
17 WIA 4 WIA/POW 
3 MIA (KIA) 50 KIA (estimated) 

9 Mar 1968: Battalion conducted joint [meaning with ARVN] 3 company assault on village complex center of 
mass YD6731. Alfa, Bravo, and Charlie remained in heavy contact from 0900-1445. Air strikes, artillery, naval 
gunfire, and organic weapons used against suspected 3 Bns of NVA in villages. 

Results: Friendly 3 KIA Enemy 30 KIA (BC) 
17 WIA 20 KIA (est) 
2MIA 

10 Mar 1968: Companies engaged in heavy contact vie YD6731. Charlie and Alfa recovered 5 MIA (KIA). 
Alfa reported finding 38 more bodies from yesterday's action and killed 1 o more. 

Results: Friendly 5 KIA (MIA) Enemy 48 KIA (BC) 
11 Mar 1968: Battalion conducted joint operations and swept Ap Due Trong with ARVNs. Contact was light 
and ARVNs found 46 NVA KIA by artillery and captured 3 more. 

Results: Enemy 46 KIA (BC) 
3WIA (POW) 
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On March 6th I had written home that... 

•General Barsanti will be up here tomorrow and in a few more days will be taking over 
our control. It's been an education working with the cavalry. They do their job well 
and have some real fine people. 11 

That was true. Although I had gotten off to an uncertain start with the Cav as Tet hit all of 
us, by now we had learned, and were accommodating to, their ways and I believe that 
our battalions had earned their respect. 

March 8th and 9th would be our last full days under the Cav. At noon on the 10th we 
would return to the full command of the 101 st Airborne Division, reporting to the 101 st's 
command post at Camp Eagle, occupying old LZ El Paso. 

From a 9 March letter home: 

•Doing fine, weather is beautiful, brigade is in outstanding shape and doing well. 11 

And on March 10th I wrote ... 

·we have more heavy fighting with the 1/502 Infantry (Jack Bishop). They are doing 
well but the enemy is tenacious and well dug in." 

That was also quite true. On the 8th, 9th, and 10th, the 1/502 had done almost all .the 
fighting in the 2d Brigade, taking casualties of 8 KIA and 22 WIA in three days and 
accounting for some 97 enemy KIA. On the 9th, a typical day, the 1/502 was supported 
(as it was for the 7th) by 14 ARA sorties, 16 USAF airstrike sorties, in addition to direct 
and general support artillery. 

My letter of 1 O March continued ... 

•The weather was delightful yesterday. Countryside looked beautiful from the air, but it 
is vicious on the ground. 

•Today is Sunday, and we will have some relaxing and church services. Our new area 
is shaping up well , with an APO, a PX, and other amenities coming in." 

That day, March 10th, the brigade operations summary reported: 

•To 1200 hrs in this reporting period 2d Bde TF, 101 st Abn Div, conducted tactical 
operations in support of Operation Jeb Stuart, opcon to 1st ACD. 
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"At 1200 hrs the Bde TF returned to opcon 101st Abn Div and conducted operations in 
support of Operation Carentan, without changE? in AO." 

A short and significant period in the life of the Second Brigade had ended. A new period 

was opening. 

* * • * * * * 

1f- General Barsanti was a hard-driving, mission-oriented commander who had performed 
with distinction in combat in two wars; his sound tactical and operational insight certainly 

\\O~ ,. had my respect. However he had an explosive temper that often led him to mistcaat 
?~ _u<l) badly his staff. But he recognized quality work, and he could see that the people imme-

oP'~ diately around him were giving him that. S...Q..although he berated them often and public-
1 ~VJ'\) ly, and virtually daily threatened one OL another of them with relief. in realitY. he s.b.IDY..e.d 
~1~ ~ 1 t> more patience than his often shameful manner conveyed. General Barsanti was person-
~~i~ C . ally courageous and cared deeply for his men. Although working t.or him could not be 

(c. M~1.rV'\ IP.called a pleasure, neither is war a pleasure. He aimed for results, and from his division 
~ F ~to he got results. o~~~~ ~oe.srvtr usu'4'-U., 'Tl\LJ<.. A6oo;- MOYlt'E€. &e,..;-~ 1..J 

\~ 0u'f ~"'v"M f1.Jt';;. WA-vJ . 
l))t? ,~CJ' ~J., There was never any doubt about what General Barsanti wanted from us in the 2d Bri­

~~ ~ls ~~Fgade. He wanted enemy contact; he wanted those contact~ to generate reports of "NV Al 
Qf 01 ~ VC KIA" and ·Nv ANC PW;" and in getting those results he did not want any casualties 
. l'ff 1 among his troops that were not absolutely necessary. And in driving for that kind of 

O results, General Barsanti supervised the hell out of me.6 

Well, what he wanted was what I wanted myself, and with some exceptions as to the last 
point -- unnecessary casualties, with which I too was never satisfied -- that is what the 2d 
Brigade was now producing. 

In daylight our operating style included (1) the company-size ground reconnaissance in 
force (RIF -- sometimes called "search and destroy" or S&D), (2) the company-size, occa­
sionally multiple-company-size, combat assault into a location from which the assault 
force could conduct a RIF, and (3) the use of battalion reconnaissance platoons, and 
occasionally rifle platoons, on independent patrols. I wanted, and my battalion comman­
ders knew very well that I wanted, each action to be based on the best intelligence that 

60ne evening, I think it was in April or so, the briefer at division headquarters reported that one of our com­
panies had made contact on the edge of a village but that we had not followed up with an attack. General 
Barsanti interpreted the briefer's phrasing to mean that we had "broken contact ," which to him was always 
unacceptable. We had indeed not continued the attack, but had done what we could with ambushes to cut 
off an enemy withdrawal from the village. My staff was informed of General Barsanti's ire, and shortly afterw(:\rd 
Lr..eceived a telephone call from a highly exercised CG; we were not to break contact! I said to him, "Godd.ar:r­
mit, General, I don't.want.lo send a company into a defen.Q.~ village._at.du~k arn;tget myself all.. ." He shouted 
into the tele12hone in th~~gh sq~ea~ voice he used on_ such oc~asions , "Goddam :i.Q.U. don't you goddam 
m.e! Aruou tired? .Q.on't you want to fight? Want me to find a ne.wJ?.dg~d~_~roaodei:.2-C.m..comiog.Qgwn 
there right oowl :Meet me at..y..QYLpad!" His helicopter came in, he alighted, I saluted, and he put his arm 
about me and we walked to the CP without any mention of what had brought him there . 
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we could gather, and each action to be planned and executed so that it would engage 
the enemy on terms that favored us. 

Achieving terms favorable to us was difficult when our troops were required to move into 
combat while the enemy -- in cleverly concealed and bunkered positions along tree lines 
and on the edges of villages, and with observation of our approach -- could simply 
occupy his positions when we came near. While "reconnaissance by fire" -- in which 
direct or indirect fire was placed on a suspected enemy position -- was an available 
tactic, it rarely drew an enemy response and hardly ever damaged the defenders 
significantly. So our troops did not often use that technique; they simply, and very 
carefully, approached likely defended positions, took the enemy's opening fire and the 
casualties that went with it, and then used maneuver and fire to defeat that enemy. 

"Fire• meant more than the company's and battalion's organic weapons, including mor­
tars. It meant 105mm, 155mm, and 8 inch artillery, and gunships, and tactical air, and 
naval gunfire. Expertise in calling in and adjusting these means of fire support was 
essential to the success of a rifle company and platoon. Also essential was expertise 
within our direct support artillery, the 1/321 st, in responding -- to include their orches­
trating general support 155s, 8 inchers, and naval gunfire. However, such massive fire 
support left the villages, from which the population had fled, in ruins. 

An example, from the brigade journal of March 9th (cited on page 64): 

"1-502: Co A conducted S&D operations in villages vie YD688317, moved west to 
YD6822317. Received AW and SA fire ... At 0925 company received 2 RPG rockets 
and 1 mortar round. The company incurred 2 WIA in this action. At 1125 hrs unit was 
engaged by enemy AW, MG, RPG, SA, and sniper fire. Enemy occupied well con­
cealed and protected positions. Every attempt to advance met heavy fire from 6 MG, 
30 SA, one cal. 50 MG and 1 mortar. Targets were extremely difficult to identify for 
ARA ships because of the heavy volume of fire and excellent concealment. At 1445 
hrs company pulled back to blocking psn and brought airstrikes on the target. During 
withdrawal an intense volume of fire was received from vie YD686234 and countered 
with artillery. Contact was broken at 1615 hours. Friendly losses: 1 KIA {medic), 7 WIA 
(medevac), 4 WIA {not medevac), and 1 MIA. Enemy losses: 23 VC KIA, 4 AK-47s, and 
1 RPG." (The missing man's body was recovered the next day.) 

I wanted company commanders to be aggressive, but I insisted that they use common 
sense tactics. I summarily relieved only one company commander while brigade com­
mander; I had come upon him, his company platoons lined up abreast and about to 
advance across an open rice paddy toward a hedgerow on the edge of a village, using 
no smarts whatever. I stopped the attack and told him and his battalion commander that 
he was through as company commander, and why. 
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Working with district chiefs' intelligence officers was invaluable to our battalion comman­
ders and their S-2s for the intelligence it gave us in planning an operation. And working 
with the district's RFs and PFs in execution was for the most part valuable for their .in­
stincts about the enemy. 7 The better PFs knew the area intimately and appreciated 
our firepower and determination, and we made good use of their battle-wisdom. 

Our operating style for nighttime operations was a different matter. Here our goal was to 
deny the enemy the freedom of movement that the night gave him, and here our specialty 
was the ambush. Springing a successful ambush, which by now had become almost a 
nightly occurrence, gave the troops great satisfaction. We learned that the night was our 
friend, that it was safe to move at night, and that a night position into which a unit moved 
after dark, before dark having led the enemy to believe that they were in another location, 
was remarkably safe. Even when we were at LZ Jane, we had begun to use PF soldiers 
to accompany our ambush squads and platoons. 

In March, Sergeant First Class Jerome F. Sullivan, the brigade operations sergeant, B 

made for me a 1/50,000 scale map. Covered in acetate glued to its surface, it could be 
folded so as to fit in my left trouser leg pocket. I was never without that map. To look at 
that very map today is to see, along QL 1 and eastward toward the South China Sea, 
clusters of small black dots among green forms -- village after village, densely vegetated. 
Almost every one of these villages was owned by the NV A/VC. Many of them were 
largely empty of civilians, or became largely empty when it was evident that fighting was 
about to take place. Our task, working with our Vietnamese partners, was to kill the 
enemy in those villages or capture him.9 

As we entered Carentan I on March 10th, battalion command posts were at: 1/501 
(Prokup), LZ Sally; 2/501 (Tallman), FSB Pinky, 10 to the southeast of Sally; and 1/502 
(Bishop), FSB Nola, near the An Lo Bridge. Battalion commanders were airborne most 

7pF platoon performance varied, and some troopers of the 2d Brigade even today express dissatisfaction 
with the fighting qualities of the PFs they encountered. 

Slater Sergeant Major, Jerome Sullivan was division operations sergeant when I commanded the 101 st 
Airborne Division in 1972-73. A finer non-commissioned officer and more competent operations sergeant 1 
never knew. He died a few years ago, God rest his Irish soul. 

91n writing this personal memoir I have asked myself, and have asked Russ Miller, my S3 , and Ray Riggan, 
my S2, if we had a brigade "campaign plan" -- that is, an orderly scheme to put our forces to best use against 
the enemy, not just a day or so at a time, but over a period of days or weeks at a time -- with an intelligence 
estimate and an operating sequence that would derive from that estimate. I regret to say that we did not, al­
though 1 am not sure that to do so would have been other than futile, given our frequent guidance and AO re­
visions from division and a seemingly ever-changing enemy picture. In any event, I simply gave each battaion 
commander his area of operations and told each of them to "go get 'em" -- exchanging ideas, sometimes giv­
ing specific instructions, but in general relying on them to decide where to go. (Ray Riggan gently faults me 
for not paying enough attention to his brigade intel picture early on but says that that I got better at it as time 
went by.) 
10Pinky was named after my red-headed friend, Colonel Richard M. Winfield, Jr., whose family had lived in the 
other half of the duplex, reserved for large families, that our families shared at Fort Leavenworth in 1956-58. 
We had been majors then; he was now commanding the 1st Air Cav Division's division artillery. 
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of the day, exercising command from their C&C ships. LZ Sally continued to grow; we 
now had the 101st's 188th Aviation Company with itsil UH-1 assault helicopters based 
right on Sally. Some typical days' operations ... 

11 March: Company 8, 2-501 Inf made contact with a strong, well dug-in enemy rein­
forced company. Company C, 2-501 Inf maneuvered to the enemy's location, vicinity 
of YD698296, and also received intense SA and AW fire. Elements of 1-502 operating 
in the vicinity close into encircling positions to the north of the 2-501. Operations 
resulted in 1 US KIA, 12 US WIA. Enemy assessment was 72 NVA KIA, 16 VC KIA, 
one detainee, 4-AK-47s, 1 7.62mm PPS-43 SMG, 1 M2 carbine, and 1 AK-44 rifle.11 

12 March: Company A, 1-501 Inf vie YD610220, found an ammunition cache containing 
48 cases of AK-47 ammo, 102 rounds of RPG-7, 228 8-40 rockets, 321 rounds of 
60mm mortar, 170 rounds of 82mm mortar, 40 122mm rocket motors, 19 122mm rocket 
warheads, 25 cases of TNT, 3 cases of dynamite, detonating cord and electric and 
non-electric blasting caps. Operations resulted in 4 US KIA, 8 US WIA. Enemy 

assessment, 5 NVA KIA.12 

14 March: 
Company D, 1-501 Inf attacked north into the village at YD675306 towa·rd which the 
enemy had been observed moving during the night. After an artillery preparation, 
Company D entered the edge of the village, where resistance was encountered. 
Company 8, 1-501 Inf entered the same village from the north and assumed a 
blocking position. Companies C, 1-501 and D 2-501 were maneuvered into positions 
east and west of the objective area to block the exits and maintain pressure on the 
enemy during the night. Operations resulted in 1 US KIA and 20 US WIA. Enemy 
assesssment 15 NVA KIA, 1 VC WIA, 1 NVA PW, 1 AK-47, 1 MG, 1 gas mask, 1 pair 
binoculars, 3 grenades, and 9700 pounds of rice. 

15 March 
Company 8, 1-501 Inf, with 50 PF forces attached, attacked south into the village at 
YD675309 and found 2 NVA (K8A), 1 AK-47, and 2 M16 rifles. Company A, 1-501 Inf 
engaged 2 VC in vicinity YD663309 with SA and artillery resulting in 1 VC KIA, 1 VC 
PW. Company 8, 1-502 investigating a report of an enemy cache, was engaged by 
AK-47 and LMG fire vicinity YD639310. Artillery and air strikes were placed on the 
position. The enemy, estimated to be a reinforced NVA company, returned fire on the 
attacking aircraft. Company A, 1-501 was moved into overwatching and ambush 

11This and the similar reports that follow are taken verbatim from the document "After Action Report (Offen­
sive Operations 10 Mar 68 - 17 May 1968)," Headquarters 2d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, APO San 
Francisco 06383, dated 29 May 1968, on file in the National Archives. 

12Charles Gadd and nmothy O'Connor each has a tale to tell about the active patrolling up the Song Bo 
River into the mountains where at a bend in the river A/1/501 after a fire fight uncovered this well-concealed 
storage site complete with delivery sampans. After visits by many, including the division commander, A Com­
pany blew up the ammo and left the scene, headed for the action described under March 15th. 
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positions in order to attack the enemy's position on 16 March. Operations resulted in 1 
US KIA, 6 US WIA. Enemy assessment was 12 NVA KIA, 2 VC KIA, 2 VC PW, 3 
detainees, 2 AK-47s, 2 M16 rifles, 3 ChiCom grenades, 1 60mm mortar round, 6500 
pounds of rice. 

16 March 
Companies B and C, 1-501 Inf had night ambushes sprung resulting in 1 NVA and 1 
VC KIA. Company A, 1-501 with an attached PF platoon attacked village at YD540320. 
Company B, 1-501 Inf turned toward the NW and was engaged with SA and AW fire 
vicinity YD635325. While deploying maneuver elements, the company suffered 1 US 
KIA and 4 US WIA from an explosion of an unknown type booby trap. The attack con­
tinued and by late afternoon enemy action had ceased. Other enemy contacts were 
from sniper fire. Operations resulted in 1 US KIA and 17 US WIA. Enemy was 14 NVA 
KIA, 3 VC KIA, 1 VC suspect, 1 RPG-2 launcher, 2 rounds RPG-2, 1 60mm mortar 
round, 350 r:ounds AK-47, 3600 pounds of rice, 6 bunkers destroyed, 5 ChiCom clay­
more mines, 2 rounds 82mm mortar, and 1 BAR. 

Condensed daily summaries such as these cannot capture the intensity and detail of 
what goes on in this kind of fighting. Nor, understandably, were these the sort of details 
that I chose to include in my letters home, which were my only contemporary records. So 
I include here two accounts, one official and one personal, of the events of those days in 
mid-March 1968. On March 22d I wrote my wife: 

•Day before yesterday General Barsanti came by and presented me with the Silver 
Star for action last month in Hai Lang. He is generous with his authority for this award. 
Other commanders were likewise decorated, Bishop & Tallman."13 

~lthough he must have been satisfied that each of us had done something to deserve 
this award, General Barsanti had no specific action in mind for me. Once again, my 
headquarters was required to prepare a citation. Recalling my participation in the 16 
March action described above, I told Jerry Allen to have someone compile the facts and 
to use that as a basis for the award to me, if it seemed all right. He did so, and my cita­
tion, in General Orders Nr. 913, Headquarters 101 st Airborne Division, 1 June 1968, 
reads in part as follows: 

•For gallantry in action in the Republic of Vietnam on 16 March 1968. Colonel Cush­
man distinguished himself on 16 March 1968 while serving as Brigade Commander, 
Second Brigade, 101 st Airborne Division, on a combat operation with Company A 1st 
Battalion (Airborne) 501 st Infantry ... On 16 March the 1st platoon, attacking north, had 
been stopped by intense rocket and automatic weapons fire from concealed bunker 

13The day after Pete Piotrzkowski was wounded (see Chapter 3, page 39), General Barsanti had ordered 
that he be written up for a Silver Star. In the National Archives' files on the 1/501st at Suitland, MD, there is a 
newspaper clipping of the presentation of that award to Pete in the hospital at Fort Campbell. 

DRAFT 70 8 July 1996 



positions 200 meters inside the village. The 2d platoon was engaged with the enemy 
in a flanking position 300 meters to the northwest. Movement of the company was 
halted. Colonel Cushman, Brigade Commander, was airborne over the battle area in 
an unarmed light observation helicopter, OH-23. Realizing that effective and early 
resumption of the attack required his personal intervention, Colonel Cushman landed 
in his OH-23 100 meters from the 2d platoon and with his radio operator moved forward 
into the fire-swept area to the platoon leader and platoon sergeant where he deter­
mined the situation. Returning to his landing area, he called in his helicopter and 
moved to the location of the company commander. With his radio operator he accom­
panied the company commander and artillery forward observer to where the 1st pla­
toon was in contact. Here he determined that the point elements of the 1st platoon had 
been cut down by machine gun fire from a concealed enemy bunker, and that platoon 
lead elements continued under intense enemy fire. Colonel Cushman then moved 
forward to join the lead riflemen of the platoon. Exposing himself to hostile fire at close 
range, he determined that the primary fire support needed by Company A was aerial 
rocket artillery fire to disengage the 1st platoon, recover its wounded, and destroy the 
enemy positions. Colonel Cushman so informed the battalion commander, and 
remained with the artillery forward observer near the enemy positions until the rocket 
attack was successfully completed. Returning to the company command post, and 
determining that lack of ammunition was holding up a flanking attack by the 2d platoon, 
Colonel Cushman again called in his OH-23, boarded it, loaded it with ammunition, and 
once more entered the fire-swept 2d platoon area where he delivered the ammunition 
and evacuated a wounded soldier. Company A then executed a flanking attack by the 
2d platoon, enveloping the enemy positions ... "14 

141n May 1994, I received a letter from Sergeant Timothy O'Connor, to whom I had written about a Memorial 
Day ceremony planned for that year. His letter said in part: 
"I was glad to hear that you commanded the 101 st Abn Div and retired as a Lt. Gen. I know that every member 
of my platoon in Vietnam would be proud. 
"The 2nd Platoon of 'A' Company was saved by your brave deeds on 16 Mar. 1968. I don't know if you 
remember but that day we were in combat in the village of Ap Co Thap. I took my platoon on a flanking mis­
sion to try and cut off the NVA. We got to the rear of the forward group of NVA but didn't know that we were 
in the middle of a large amount of NVA soldiers. We got hit with everything -- mortars, machine guns and 
small arms fire. Five of my troops were wounded and the NVA had us surrounded. Lt. Gary Scott, my platoon 
leader suffered a concussion and I took over. I called in a med evac in the middle of my perimeter and got the 
wounded troops aboard. The chopper started to lift off but was shot down. We got the troops off the chop­
per and also the crew members. We evacuated the wounded to cover and formed a tight perimeter around 
them. During that fire fight I tossed over a dozen hand grenades and fired about 200 rounds from my M-16. 
The only targets we had were the NVA's muzzle flashes. I called 'A' Company's CO on my PRC-25 and yelled 
for help. He said that the rest of the company was pinned down also. We were almost out of ammo and I gave 
the command to fix bayonets. 
"The next thing I remembered was getting a call on my radio saying that you were on your way with a resupply 
of grenades and ammo. I saw your chopper come in on the other side of the small river--you were getting a lot 
of fire from the NVA and I thought that they were going to shoot you down. I tried to wave you off but you 
kept coming. I got some of my troops and we crossed the river and retrieved the ammo. You gave us a hand 
salute. I saluted you back and we held our own. 
"If it wasn't for your bravery probably all of us would have died that day. General, I can't thank you enough." 
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~ 21 March: During the early morning hours (0315-0330) LZ Sally received approximately 
:f &:> "illirJ\ 40 60mm mortar rounds. Company C and recon platoon, 1-501, located and destroyed 
l~rJl 1 1)tt VC force in vicinity YD714315. During the same time period that LZ Sally received the 

~ ~,rJb ~µ mortar attack, FSB Pinky was subjected to a coordinated rocket, mortar, and AW attack 
~utJD~ £ . with the artillery positions receiving the majority of the fire. During the attack approxi­
(20 f'Uf.; mately 1 O sappers reached the perimeter wire, cut it, and entered the perimeter. This 
~t F 'j}IP" attack resulted in 7 US KIA, 21 US WIA. Enemy assessment was 26 NVA KIA, 21 VC 

~s'I 0 f1> KIA, 3 NVA PWs, 2 VC PWs, 1 K-44, 8 AK-47s, 1 Ml rifle, 1 LMG, 1 7.62 Russian pistol, 
~ ~1 1tJ 1 7.62 LMG, 1 SKS, 1,000 rounds AK-47, 20 60mm mortar rounds, 13 stick grenades, 
\})t 'Ou~ 17 blocks TNT, 2 US grenades, 1 ChiCom grenade, 20 rounds SKS. 

11'1l ~· 
"\{WoP That coordinated sapper and mortar attack on LZ Pinky demonstrated how dangerous 
\,:!- l{~v tJ~ was the enemy and how vital it was that we not be vulnerable to his skill and determina-

~~ a < tion -- and to his intelligence on our fire base layout, gained because he could observe a 
f" _r;t' \\"l\ fire base from outside its perimeter and could be told the inside layout by a local Vietnam­
~~Sofi'" e~e who we hired for sanitation. His sappers were particularly dangerous; we redoubled 
bD~ ((zl'IP~t.~ur efforts to make sure that he never believed LZ Sally to be vulnerable to his attack. 

1,,l. 

~IV'' r-.'D~ . 
~{>< .... 

The Pinky attack took place the night before the 2/501 was to transfer Pinky to the 2/17 
Cavalry Squadron, Lieutenant Colonel Julius Becton commanding, which on the 21st was 
to move from Camp Eagle south of Hue to join the 2d Brig.ade. The 2/17 would take over 
the AO of the 2/501, and the 2/501 would head southward into the foothills rising to moun­
tains to the south and west of Hue. 

Our brigade AO was the shape of a triangle. One apex, the area of the 2/501, pointed 
southward alongside of and southwest of Hue. Northwest of that was the area of the 
1/502, which included LZ Sally and the ground north to the Song Bo River, but also went 
southward into the foothills. East of that AO, and northeast of the 2/501, was the area of 
the 2/17th; it included QL 1 southeastward toward Hue and the territory beyond QL 1. 
North of both the 1/502 and 2/17, the 1/501 had a swath of territory that was the base of 
the inverted triangle; it included the An Lo bridge and the district town of Quang Dien. 

The 29 May After Action Report related that on March 22d "Both the 2-501 and 1-502 Inf 
attacked south into Base Area 114 .. . " 

D/2/501 had already begun that attack. From Cleo Hogan's diary: 

20 March 

Today we received orders to go up into the mountains outside Hue called Nui Hon 
Vuon, or 309. At 1500 hrs NVA on top of Hi/1309 opened up with automatic weapon 
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fire and RPG. 3d Platoon attacked while 1st Platoon supported. Too much resist­
ance. I ordered 3d Platoon to withdraw. The Air Force bombed it for nearly an hour 
and 3d Platoon tried it again. I had to bring them back down. The Air Force sent in 
4 more sets of fighters and they blasted it again. We tried for the 3d time but could 
not take the hill. Artillery blasted the hill all night long. 

21 March 
Still engaged with NVA on Hill 309. At 0700 the Air Force sent in two more sets of 
bombers. This time Dave Loftin attacked with 3d Platoon supporting, and for the 4th 
time we were forced to withdraw. The NVA have stood bravely in defense of this 
hill. After we withdrew, the NV A came out of their bunkers and were walking around 
on top of their hill waving at us. We were only about BOO yards apart ... . 

22 March 
At 1145 hrs Loftin, 2d Platoon, went around behind the hill while we kept their 
heads down with automatic weapons fire. At 1225 Loftin was on top and had the hill 
secured. The hill isn't very large, only about 100 yards across, but it looks down on 
everything. From here you can see Hue, Hwy 1, the ocean... At 1500 hrs MG Bar­
santi and L TG Stillwell (Note: It was actually L TG Rosson, corps commander) 
landed on top of the hill. They had a newsman with them. .. At 1600 MG Barsanti 
came back and presented 3 Silver Star awards. I am very proud of these men. We 
killed 23 NVA and lost 1 KIA and 8 WIA. 

The afternoon of March 26th I was in the air, in touch with Jack Bishop and monitoring the 
1/502 battalion command net. B Company 1/502 was operating in the hills six miles south 
of LZ Sally. From the brigade journal... 

•1720 Bde CO: Believe that 1/502 had mortar accident, plat leader 1st Plat now CO, 
total 7 KIA, 12 WIA reported so far, they are attempting to cut LZ for medevac 
now.• 

From the 29 May After Action Report: 

26 March: Company B, 1-502 Inf, made contact with estimated platoon. Several rounds 
of 4.2 mortars fell on the company command group, resulting in 11 US KIA and 19 US 
WIA. [Note: Company B had been operating along a jungle trail in a valley, leading its 
advance by firing 4.2 mortar rounds out ahead of the column when this disaster struck, 
killing the company commander and many of his command group. I took my UH-1 C&C 
ship into a tiny cleared area by vertical descent and ascent and along with dustoff 
helicopters was able to get the dead and wounded out of there. This serious loss of 
troopers from their fellow troopers' misdirected fire caused grief to all concerned. We 
redoubled our efforts to avoid any recurrence.] 
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On the day that mortar disaster occurred, March 26th, we were planning to displace 
temporarily the operations of the 2d Brigade into a tier of battalion AOs to the north and to 
move the CP of the 2d Brigade from LZ Sally to Camp Evans. The purpose of this shift 
northward was to take over for a couple of weeks the AOs of brigades of the 1st Cav Divi­
sion, while that division took its three brigades on a major operation along Highway 9, 
which led westward from Quang Tri to the beseiged Marine fire base at Khe Sanh. 

We would turn our present area of operations over to the newly arrived 3d Brigade, 82d 
Airborne Division, which was now under 101 st opcon. Leaving the 1/501 with the 3d Bde/ 
82d, but taking the 1/502, 2/501, and 2/17 Cav with us, the 2d Brigade would assume 
responsibility for LZ Jane, the Hai Lang area, and Utah Beach. The 2d Brigade would be 
joined in its new AO by 2/327, the "No Slack" battalion commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Charles Beckwith, who had formerly been Division G-2. 

With the loss of several fine troopers to sappers at LZ Pinky, and even more to a mortar 
accident in the 1/502, and with relatively little to show for our contacts with the enemy in 
our RIF and combat assault operations, the last few days had been disappointing. But on 
March 27 the 1/501 began an action that would prove to be the beginning of a new phase 
of operations for the 2d Brigade. 

From the Plans Summary, for the next day, of the 2d Brigade journal of March 26th ... 

·1-501 Inf... Co A conduct CA [combat asault] from vie An Lo Bridge to LZ vie 
YD725325. Move to secure objective vie YD723328... Co D conduct CA from vie An Lo 
Bridge to LZ vie YD705335. Move to secure objective vie YD715330." 

TUC. '3.; C.\'v\.O ~ v...>t:.-1{,.i~ 'Ptui K.<JP °?uT Me. tr.J fOR.. A S1 l.\/e-e Snui {OR. out<!. SuPPo~T <!> r (Ut li d'E.uilo.V. 
:!:",- wn."!. ~w~W "B~~ r l>EIGOSEO t"' SEP'-e · 

During the night of March 26-27, the S-2, 1/501 st, was informed by the Quang Dien district 
PF people that elements of the VC 810th local force battalion had just the previous day 
moved to a location three kilometers to the east of these planned objectives. U.S. Navy 
patrol boats on the Perfume River, with whom 1/501 was in daily contact, also informed 
the battalion that ninety VC were occupying a village 1,500 meters further to the east. 
Lieutenant Colonel Wayne J. Prokup, battalion commander, told me well after midnight 
that he was changing the objectives for the A and D company combat assault. 

From the brigade journal for March 27th ... 

·0320 

·os11 -

From Bde CO: The C/As of 1-501 will begin at 0800 hrs, weather permitting. 
This has been passed on to 188th Avn C.o.. Have C&C ship report to Quang 
£2.!en for 1-501 use by 0700 hours, ~ 'R..'U1Av't:tt\.l\0'C (<. T£J l :> AZTlo ._") u~ 

\ .. :.,\,_,~. 

1-501: 1st lift of D Co abn at 0810 hours." \ 

fur late morning A and D Companies of the 1/501 were on the ground and moving. From 
the brigade journal, March 27th ... 
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"1253 1-501 : A & D Co together and 83 briefing and discussing how to get across 
river. 

•1340 1-501: Request 5+2 to lift D Co across river, believe have NVA company 
boxed in with 6 gunboats and PF. PZ YD748308, LZ YD764303. 

•1500 1-501 : D Co YD754316 prep for CA to YD764303. A Co YD754316 crossing 
river at this time by sampans. 

M 1521 1-501 (late entry) : D Co in heavy contact on LZ, receiving mortars and small 
arms, need airstrike. 

"1534 Bde CO: D 1-501 landed on LZ764303. LZ was green. Lead element re-
ceived mortar and SA fire as they neared village line (YD768307). FO and 
RTO WIA. Have gunship_s. and Navy gunboats supporting. One gunboat drew 
fire from villagef Request air strike. NAVL/ A -Lt's Lot>J L'i...l!t-L - .5oMt. ~Ll.A./ 
oui?.. G.u,..u> J & ooo l::>o""r.iNt. B~<.° tl uSE OF P<nJ! WEAiN'i(C . 

"1602 1-501: Medevac complete for D Co. 9 WIA, no KIA reported. 

"1605 1-501: D Co has 2 KIA. 

M1708 1-501 : A Co has completed river crossing vie YD768310, moving to link up 
with D Co. 

•1730 CO returned CP.N 

I had been with Wayne Prokup and his 83. Captain CharLElSJ:::larrell , all afternoon .15 By 
tbjs time we had gotten the 1/501 some helicopters to lift its recon platoon to reinforce A 
and B Companies. 

"'0!,J~a...;.. N O - I Do,. .. J1 r l~ 1 "'~ ~E'1 wf:. /.vA1 L,ti~<.~ _,,_._,..,... It' I t-1 OUR- PJ2.t,A , 

Although, along with artillery and 8obfa- gunships, three airstrike~ had supported the '{Es , r 
Ii!!: 

1/501, Wayne Prokup and I were seeing night coming on and with it a typical , and prob-<t:e_~ 
ably typically successful, effort by the VC in the village to sl ip out of our grasp. We deci-1U~ <!. < c. 
ded that we would ask for an Air Force C-47 flare ship to fly overhead, that the 1/501 
along with PFs would surround the village on its land side, that the Navy's patrol craft 
would cover the water side, and that we would trap the VC in the village. 

The sketch map, next page, is from a report by the 2d Brigade 83 of 22 June (see page 
79, Chapter 6). It shows the act ions during the day of the 27th of A and D Companies -­
which had first gone into LZs just west of the village at (1) -- and of the recon platoon. 

15Harrell, soon to be a major, was a son of (later) four-star Army general Ben Harrell. He was a superb 83. 
Like many others who helped make the reputation of the 2d Brigade, he is now dead -- from cancer three 
years ago. 
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Returning to Sally, I arranged the flare ship, which reported in just at dark and made radio 
contact with the 1/501st. Directing the flares was a new experience to us and, using voice 
radio, maps, and landmarks, was difficult. 

From the brigade journal for March 27th ... 

•2343 1-501: D Co reports enemy was forced back into village, some may have 
slipped out because flares were not properly spaced. D Co believes they got a 
couple of the enemy. 

The 22 June S3 report relates ... 

•At 2130 hrs (27 March), Co A captured one wounded NVA. Sporadic enemy small 
arms fires were directed into the cordon all night as the enemy unsuccessfully tried to 
escape. At first light another NVA surrendered to Co A and Co D engaged three in front 
of their position and killed them. Up to this time, approximately twenty enemy had been 
killed. At 0800 hrs, psyops loudspeakers were used to broadcast surrender appeals to 
the encircled NVA/VC. These appeals achieved no results. Tactical air and artillery 
were again directed into the enemy positions and lifted at 0945 hrs, when Co D began 
to sweep the objective from the south. Aftr meeting no resistance, Co D returned to the 
south and assessed over thirty NV A/VC by air and artillery. 

•Results: Friendly- 2 US WHA, 19 US WHA. Enemy- 31 NVA KIA, 3 NVA PW, 22 VC 
KIA. 1 O individual weapons captured." 

In this operation, among other things, we had learned some useful lessons about the 
employment of flare ships and psyops teams. 

Meanwhile in the mountains 20 kilometers to the southwest, the 2/501 had been in 
contact . From the brigade journal of March 27th: 

"After heavy arty preparation D Co moved from its NOP at 0920 hrs towards an 
objective at YD637195. At 1215 heavy contact was made with an estimated plat size 
force in bunkers ... " 

On that day Cleo Hogan wrote in his diary ... 

"Today was a bad day. We finally found the 9th Battalion, 90th Regiment NVA Head­
quarters and they put up a delaying action while most of the Battalion escaped. We 
had several Tac Air strikes, artillery, and 4.2 mortar strikes. I lost another killed today. 
Clifford Williams was killed and 1 SG Scott and Sgt Bowman went in to get his body 
and encountered an NVA who let them get the body out. My best friend 2Lt Loftin was 
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shot today and 1st Pit Sgt Parker was also wounded. Also hit were Saxiones, Sgt 
Martin, Washington, Buzzini, and Pfc Brockman... We used a total of 14 sets of bom­
bers. Bad weather kept them from going into North Vietnam and so they supported 
us .• 

The brigade journal entry continued ... 

•Enemy assessment - 7 NVA KIA. Friendly losses - 1 KIA, 8 WIA (medevac) and 2 WIA 
(not medevact 

Three days later, on 30 March and after some additional contact across the AO, Operation 
Carentan I ended. Our journal for that day summarized the results of its twenty days for 
the 2d Brigade and all its units, including the 2/17 Cav ... 

•Friendly losses: 68 US KIA, 271 US WIA (248 medevac) 

•Enemy assessment (personnel): 233 NVA KIA, 105 VC KIA, 12 NVA PW, 7 VC PW." 

This ratio of losses did not suit me at all, and I especially regretted those that could have 
been prevented, such as those taken in Pinky's sapper attack and in the 1/502 mortar 
accident. Fortunately, beginning with the half-successful encirclement operation of the 
1/501 on 27-28 March, we were in the embryonic stages of finding a way to dramatically 
improve the ratio. The 2d Brigade had conducted the first in what would be a series of 
cordon operations that broke the back of the NV A/VC in its area of operations north, and 
later south, of the. ancient imperial city of Hue. 

The next chapter -- Chapter 6 -- tells of those cordon operations. After that, in Chapters 7, 
8, and 9, I will give a more complete account both of cordon operations and of other 
events from March 30th through June 28th 1968, to include how we transferred to a new 
AO, effective at noon on March 30th. 
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Chapter 6. Cordon Operations; March-June 1968 

In early June 1968, knowing that I would turn over command of the brigade later that 
month, I asked Major James J. Waldeck, who had become brigade S-3 in mid-April, to 
prepare a file for the records of the brigade on the cordon operations that we had con­
ducted, March through June. He did so, and I took home with me a copy of his report of 
22 June. 

A year and a half later I used that file and other material to write an article for Army 
magazine called •How We Did It in Thua Thien. • 

Published in the May 1970 issue (which ·appeared as I was back in Vietnam serving as 
deputy senior advisor to the RVN's Commanding General, IV Corps and Military Region 
IV, at Can Tho in the Vietnam Delta), that article's introduction read: 

"The 2d Brigade of the 101 st Airborne Division succeeded in Thua Thien 
Province in 1968 by applying the three basic principles it had formulated 
for destroying the enemy: work closely with the Vietnamese, exert constant 
and unrelenting pressure on the enemy day and night, and at every oppor­
tunity quickly encircle him so tightly that he cannot wriggle out of the 
trap.•1 

The article began ... 

"In early March 1968, the 2d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, moved its command 
post to Landing Zone Sally, eight miles northwest of Hue, in Thua Thien Province, 
Republic of Vietnam. 

"The brigade had been under the operational control of the 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile) in the fierce fighting following the NVA Tet offensive, beginning in late 
January. Battalions of the brigade had decisively defeated NVA formations from 
Quang Tri to the Street Without Joy to Hue. The 2d Brigade now rejoined the 1O1 st 
Airborne Division. 

"During the next 100 days, from mid-March to the end of June 1968, the brigade was 
to forge a remarkable record of achievement. 

1This combination of principles can justifiably be called an original formulation of the 2d Brigade. Certainly 
we were motivated and supported by General Barsanti himself in the second of these principles, "exert 
constant and unrelenting pressure on the enemy day and night." But the whole of the conception and its 
daily application in practice was in April-June a trademark of the 2d Brigade. The practice continued with 
success and without interruption upon transfer of brigade command to Colonel John A. Hoefling. 
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•The full record of that achievement and of all those magnificent soldiers who took 
part in it can never be completely portrayed. But this is the basic sweep of that story. 

•This is how the troopers of the 2d Brigade did it in Thua Thien ... • 

The text continued ... 

•1 am told that the countryside of Thua Thien, around the ancient and imperial city of 
Hue, is quiet and secure now, two years later. Farmers tend their fields, children go to 
school, and the daily life of the villagers moves in a rather peaceful fashion. 

•1n March 1968, however, the lowland plains north and west of Hue were infested with 
North Vietnamese Army formations. These NVA units had infiltrated into South Viet­
nam from the north. In January they had occupied the villages. In the Tet offensive 
they had entered the city of Hue. After having been driven out of Hue, they were now 
moving about the countryside. The roads were insecure, the district towns were 
beleaguered, and many villages and hamlets were under VC and NVA control. 

•Just a little more than three months later, by the end of June 1968, the NVA was gone 
and the process of digging out the last of the remaining VC units was under way. 

•The stage was set for the continuing transformation of this area into the peaceful, 
secure region that it is today. 

•How did this remarkable change take place? What did the 2d Brigade do, and in 
what ways -- perhaps different -- did it do it, to bring about in 100 days a completely 
new complexion in the countryside?" 

The next six pages copy the remainder of the article.2 

2Brigade records shown the correct spelling of the name of the battalion commander of the 1/501 to be 
Prokup, not Procup as in this article. 
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The results of ambushes during this period 
were indeed remarkable. We hurt the enemy 
badly. 

The final operational technique that figured in 
the successes of the 2d Brigade was the 

"cordon," or encirclement. This cordon operation 
followed logically from the application of the 
first two techniques: working closely with the 
Vietnamese, with the resulting excellent intelli­
gence and increased capabilities that this gave 
us; and constant and unrelenting pressure on the 
enemy day and night. 

The essentials of the cordon operation were: 
• Once an enemy force is located, surround it 

before nightfall. 
• Once the enemy is surrounded, seal off all 

avenues of escape. 
• When you have him penned in, turn night 

into day with constant illumination. 
Our cordon operations started with improvisa­

tion . They were perfected in successive actions 
until we had a style that was unique and highly 
effective. More than a dozen successful cordon 
operations of the 2d Brigade from the end of 
March to the end of June in 1968 broke the back 
of NV A forces in Thua Thien Province. 

We were led to the cordon principle almost by 
chance, as we observed and learned from a battle 
episode in late March. 

01 th the 1st Battalion, SOlst Infantry, 
commanded b Lt. Co . 
its command post wit l the 

Dien. Companies A and D were p_urn,Ung_,u;Qlll­
pany orthe Viet Cong ~aJ!9.lL.9.Yet..hy 
the Perfume River. During the day,_JL.S...:.Na.Y.Y 
river patrol forces reported to the lLfill.lst that 90 
Viet Cong were OCCllIU'..ing the village of Thyan 
Hoa on the river bank. 

Area of operations of 2d 
Brigade, lOlst Airborne Di· 
vision, mid·March to end · 
of June 1968. 

Lt. Col. Procup moved Company A overland 
·to establish a blocking position west of the village. u.JE 'H..ir \l-1 l :> t.. \FI 

(
li_e sent the battalion reconnaissance platoon by\ 1 t.l AND G oT f::::. 
helicopter to occupy a blocking_2osition to thel f\ R~ our 
n~ Companx D _was then lifted into a landin~LOT 0 f 
zone souiliOfthe villa~p_repared to fight i~ way OF 771 £.. v' I L-l AG €.. 
into the village, with the other two el~~nts _ L 

1 
TO 

bl~ing~ THc IF I 

Upon arrival in the landing zone (LZ), Com- If-\'£... So(.)TH WAS 
~y--u-beganlts move and imm~~iately~e tJcT iJc:rr ~T ALL~ 
under intense small arms fire from the villag_e. It f!EN \I;\~ t\Na!JW 
w;;cJear that the place was heavily defended. l,U '1 
The civilians were gone and the VC were in there. UP TO 111 E. ~ 0" £ or:: 

Darkness was coming on, and we had too little 1'v t V l..l-AG. s: f:l1-t... 
time to assault the village that afternoon. The 1 1 

enemy was surrounded. We thought he had at "}\~ l.. l. Siio <E. LO.Sf!.. 

least a company in the village. Our experience 
with this type of situation told us that he would 
try to get out during the night. 

It was at this point that Lt. Col. Procup made 
a suggestion which was to become a key element 
of the successful cordon. He requested night-long 
illumination so that he could keep his forces in 
position and keep the enemy from sneaking out. 

We ordered the Hare ships and they came over 
shortly after dark. Companies A and D, and the 
recon platoon, spread out around the village. The 

1 



The Phuoc Dien enCircle­
ment 10-11 April 1968. 
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Navy patrolled the river line. 
During the night, sporadic enemy small :urns 

fire came from the village and there was scattered 
activity all al~ng the cordon. At 2130, an NVA 
soldier was wounded and captured attempting to 
escape. When day broke, two more were cap­
tured. When the positions in front of the cordon 
were surveyed at first•light, some 20 enemy dead 
were found-men who had been killed trying to 
break out. At 0800, we brought in loudspeakers 
to broadcast sur~ender appeals, and Company D 
entered the village with no enemy resistance. 
The only signs of the enemy were the bodies of 
more than 30 uniformed NV A and VC. 

We learned a lot from this experience. For one 
thing, we found that despite our attempts to 
surr~und the enemy, a substantial number suc­
ceeded in slipping away. The fact that no resist­
ance was made lo our attack the next day attested 
to this. 

. \Ve also learned how lo get and control flare 
ships. We found that we should call for them 
early and must be sure that a replacement ship 
was requested well ahead of time. We found it 
necessary lo have a standby helicopter flare sl1ip 
on strip alert and to prepare artillery to fill gav,~ 
in illumination. 

Q ur next opportunity for a cordon came when 
we were in the 1st Cavalry Division's normal 

area of operations, and had taken over the AO of 
its 3d Brigade which had moved into Khe Sanh. 
· The 2/ 50lst Infantry, commanded by Lt. Col. 
Hichard J. Tallman, was operating out of Wunder 
Beach on the South China Sea. We had had in­
telligence from an agent that two enemy com­
panies were entrenched in the vil~~ of Phuoc 

,._.. ·----·-- --_......--.::-.• 

Dien . So we went after them. 
Dy late afternoon of 10 April, Companies A 

and D of 2/ 50lst were in heavy contact but un­
able to penetrate the strongly defended village. 
It became evident that we could not take the 
objective that afternoon without excessive casual­
ties . The village was too big to surround with only 
two companies. 

Gen. Barsanti said, "stay with the enemy," and 
asked us what we needed. We answered, "heli­
copters." We got them. 

Lt. Col. Tallman moved Company B by heli­
copter immediately. It arrived at 1840 and by 
2000 the three companies had established their 
cordon. 

This time, explicit instructions were issued: 
spread the cordon into the rice paddies;· establish 
positive links between companies, have no more 
than ten meters between foxholes and be 100 
percent alert during the night. Constant illumina­
tion was provided by flare ships and artillery. 

Continuous fire from rifles, grenade launchers 
and machine guns from the cordon helped keep 
the troops awake. Between 2000 that night and 
0730 the next morning, the NV A troops made at 
least 12 attempts to break out of this cordon. 
Enemy were detected moving on their bellies and 
much of the action was within hand-grenade 
range. The next morning, 36 enemy were found 
<lead in front of the cordon positions and two 
prisoners were captured. 

At daylight a coordinated attack on the village 
was made by Companies Band D, against moder­
ate resistance: 

A total of 70 North Vietnamese soldiers were 
killed and 13 NV A were taken prisoner in this 
action at Phuoc Dien. It was apparent from the 
prisoners and from captured documents that the 
2/ 50lst had trapped and destroyed a company­
size element of the NVA 6th Battalion, 812th 
Regiment. 

By this time we had learned that these are the 
basic ingredients of the cordon: 

• As soon as we suspected that there was a 
sizable force, we must immediately move to sur­
round it on all sides by nightfall. Enough forces 
have to be moved to completely ring the village, 
with foxholes ten meters apart and every escape 
path covered. 

• 'vVe had lo have "lights on" all night long 
so that the enemy-capable of slithering through 
a furrow or along the bank of a rice paddy­
could be seen, stopped and dealt with . One of our 
bigges t problems was to insure uninterrupted 
lighting. If the lights were off for as long as ten 
minutes or if they drifted away the enemy would 
take advantage of this and try to get through the 
cordon. This called for the closest coordination 
between the brigade's tactical operations center 
and the Air Force's flare ships. 

• We had to be totally alert all night long. 
Everybody had to stay awake: commanders, 
troops, everyone. This was hard on troops who 
had been fi ghting all day and we had to allow 
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them to rest the next day. But what this did was 
to tum night into day. It made the battle a 24-
hour operation and it gave the enemy no rest. 

In mid-April, the 2d Brigade's command post 
moved back to LZ Sally and our three infantry 

battalion~ and the 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry, 
took over our old operations area, still infested 
with NVA. 

No sooner had we arrived back in our old area 
of operations than we had two opportunities for 
cordon operations in quick succession. Each of 
these was somewhat Jess than satisfactory because 
in both instances we were unable to close the 
loop completely, and there were escape routes 
left open for the enemy. But, even so, the enemy 
suffered casualties. 
The~ came the classic cordon operation of 

Phuoc Yen.. ' 
In late April, we were continuing to receive 

reports of large NVA units in various villages in 
Quang Dien and Huong Tra provinces. 

Companies of the 1/501st Infantry and local 
Vietnamese forces , along with the Black Panther 
Company of the ARVN 1st J?ivision, were scour­
ing the area looking for the enemy. This was 
slow work because each village entered · was a 
potential defended position. Although most of the 

·:l people had long been gone from this area, the 
:j NV A had dug in and were moving at night from 
;:j D . one place to another, rarely staying in the same 

~
' \)I spot inore than two nights. 

(\~() 0' At midday on 28 April. the Black Pantb.<or 
1-A C.,!>mpany h¢g!ln a rei::onnaissance in force in!Q. 

'D ~ ~ village of Phuoo-Y.en.. Whrle approaching the 
\iJI- tree line they met intense fire from small arms, 

: :J ll-) 1,1~Hi:utomatic weapons and rockets. The commander 
~ vJ of the tlflaCIC Panther Company estimated that the 
1~1rlb ~ e_ · force in Hie village was of battalion size. · 

: '- C We immediately moved to establish a cordon ii ;c.. around the entire enemy force. Company A of 
: J!>"" ,. ~the l/50lst moved overland to establish a block­

-6' l.l) ~\t- ing position across the river to the west. Company 
q z.l B of the ~/50lst was picke~ up by helicopter 
r ~ Ft"~ frg_m its operating area welltotlie east aud 
14t ii) I}\~ occupied the southern part of the blocki~u~si-
f.)U 0 tion ;ilong the river bank. Maj. Nguyen Huu De, 

i frl Huong Tra district chief, moved th.teL of his PF 
I · plafoons to tlleriVer line to the east of the eriemy 

. ! fo~ few civilians came out through ilie Jt f 
:· 1 lines and the villa_g_e was clear except for tlie 

enemy. 

· .. 
. .; 

By IBOO , all but some 20 percent of the perim­
eter was complete. We then moved Company 
A of the 1/ 502d from LZ Sally into a landing 
zone at the northeast edge of the perimeter. The 
question at this point was where to draw the 
perimeter. Should it include the village of Le Van 
Thuong or could we take that village that evening 
and shorten the line? 

A twilight attack by Company A into Le Van 
Thuong met heavy fire. The village could not be 
taken; it must be contained within the perimeter. 
But b¥ now it was getting dark. We had to drive 
a blocking force down to the river line, and the 

river bank across from Le Van Thuong was also 
tin defended. 

Maj. De then directed the 40-man militia of 
the ~mall hamlet across the river to form the 
cordon along that position, and Company A, 
l/502d, moving in the early hours of the night, 
drove a platoon along a hedgerow all the way to 
the river line, sealing the last escape route. 

This final action of Company A, l / 502d, was 
crucial, because the cordon's success completely 
depends on closi!1g every last escape route. There 
can be no way left for the enemy to wriggle out 
of the trap. If there is, he will find it and an 
entire battalion dan slip away. 

Br, 2000 that night, a riE.S was drawn around 
. _ilie entire enemy battalion-t~e largest net we 
~er__~j_n2_. cord.~ Included in it were" 
one company of .the 1/ 501st; one company of the 
2/ 50lst; one co~pany of the l / 502d; the Black 
Panther Company of the ARVN 1st Division; 
three Popular Forces platoons from Huong Tra 
District; and 40 hamlet militiamen. All were un­
der the operatipnal control of Lt. Col. Jim I. Hunt, 
CO of the I 501s ...a brand-new battalion com­
man er who had t\!hn over only two days earlier 
and was doing a superlative job in his Sfst Viet­
nam actio,!I.._ 

We had close liaison with each of the Viet­
namese units through an officer or NCO equipped 
with a radio. Each surrounding unit had its in­
structions: foxholes ten meters apart, 100 percent 
alert, don't let anyone get out. 

When we turned the lights on that night the 
enemy knew he was trapped. He had seen this 
tactic used against others in the area and now it 
was bei~used against him . 

Moy 1970 

The first night encircle 
ment of Phuoc Yen on 2l 
29 Af)<i/ 1968. 
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Troopers of Company D, 
2 / 501, move caut_iously 
along a hedgerow in encir­
clement operation. 

'Th ere can be no 
1vay left to the 
enemy to wriggle 
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During the night, scattered firing was heard 
from the enemy inside the cordon. We had a 
hunch that he would try to use the escape route 
by the river line which had been sealed off by 
Company A, l / 502d. At about 0500 his break­
out attempt began. Three separate attempts were 
made to rupture Company A's left flank. All were 
repulsed by a strong and courageous defense and 
the next morning the enemy was still trapped. 

Company A then resumed its attack, attempt­
ing tp gain a foothold in the northeastern section 
of Le Van Thuong. This was met with heavy flre 
from entrenched and camouflaged positions; the 
company pulled back and adjusted artillery on the 
position, That day, the Black Panther Company 
also advanced into Phuoc Yen where they made 
heavy contact. Later that evening, we brought 
another company of the 2/ 50lst into the cordon. 

The cordon was again sealed throughout the 
night of 29-30 April under constant illumination. 
Small arms and autom~tic weapons fire was ex­

. changed in the darkness as the enemy tried to 
find a gap in the position. There was no gap to 
be found. 

On the third day, 30 April, we continued to 
probe the enemy position and to pound him with 
artillery and tactical air strikes. That evening, the 
Black Panther Company was airlifted from the 
cordon back to another operational commitment 
in the vicinity of Hue. 

Throughout the night of 30 April, the cordon 
was maintained under constant illumination . ..Ill. 
t!!£ i;arly morning of -1 May. there was a break 
~1 illumjnation when a flare ship ran oul.2.Ll!&hls 
before its replacementliad .au:iE_d. In the interil]l , 
while artillery oro'Liskd ilh1minatioo, jt was 
darker jn front of the left flank of Coml;'any A, 
l / 502d. 
~een 0500 and 0600, the enemy attacked 

the left flank of Company A in a final desperate 
attempt to penetrate and escape the perimeter. 
This attack cost the lives of three men of Com-

. pany A but failed in its purpose. R4 

Mov 1970 

Dawn came and the enemy ·def~nses opposite 
Company A, l / 502d, began to crumble. A psy­
chological warfare team was on hand ~d began 
broadcasting appeals to surrender. Among the 
first group of prisoners was an NV A sergeant. Ile 
was handed the microphone and began to broad­
cast, telling his OVl'll men that they were sur­
rounded. In a few minutes, increasing numbers 
of prisoners began to surrender. 

By noon, it was possible to move through Le 
Van Thuong. Company A, l/502d, did so and 
that afternoon was extricated and returned to LZ 
Sally. It was replaced in the shortened cordon by 
Company B, 2/ 50lst. 

For three more days the cordon was main­
tained with the enemy making futile attempts to 
break out. Finally, during the early morning of 
3 May, he made his last attempt, was repulsed 
again and the cordon ended. 
~results were decisive. The enemy suffered O r 

m~t! th~~ men killed. Even more si~ I' O-.Ji 
cantly,tl07 prisoners were taken-the largest num- 'Tl>\ 1 '-'K 
bero(NVA Ci'P.t.®.d...in..an):'....sin&ie.llction thatfar w~ a.or 
in the_j...¥-r._Au_e~e NV A battalion-the 8th of A pl /~G 
Hi~.]9tJ.L l\egimeot-was eliminate.d •04-£.eat .... M 
'~!!~- of ~ment were seized .• The to~ ~ / ,.J 
losses among friendly forces were eight American lD i-OC.~ 
and two Vietnamese soldiers killed and 56fJ-lf

5 
~It 

ded . OFJ~,cyW 
woun . 'C..C..O/ZAn Or.J~ f6,1. 

We learned a number of lessons in tha opera-ni JS oftfl· 
tion. One was that when streams flow through a '\\ l>r' 

cordon, the men on the banks must be positioned 
out into the stream-actually with "one foot in 
the water." They must have visual contact with 
troopers on the opposite bank. Hand grenades and 
grenade launchers must be flred into the water to 
discourage swimmers. 

This decisive and remarkable victory terrified 
NV A and VC troops in our area of operations 
and we kept the pressure up. 

Intelligence taken during the Phuoc Yen cor­
don indicated that the trapped enemy battalion 
had called for reinforcements to move into the 
area of Op Pho Nam hamlet, so the 2d Brigade 
went looking there. The 2/50lst and the l/502d 
conducted two successful cordons in. this area dur­
ing the next two days and destroyed the trapped 
North Vietnamese. 

On 5 May, the 2/ 50lst was operating with one 
company of the l/50lst in the vicinity of La Chu. 
The night before, ARVN positions near Hue had 
been attacked, and Vietnamese sources reported 
that one of the company-size units involved was 
in La Chu. A probe of the village confirmed the 
information. We decided to surroun9. and destroy 
it with a cordon. Dy nightfall, the cordon was 
firmly established with two battalions partici­
pating. Elements of the 2/50lst, now com­
manded by Lt. Col. James A. Heiter, held the 
northern part of the objective; the 2nd Squadron, -
17th Cavalry, was on the south. Once again the 
enemy was trapped. 

The next day, both battalions attacked. Prog-
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mation of this area into the peaceful, secure 
region that it is today. 

How did this remarkable change take place? 
What did the 2d .Brigade do, and in what ways­
perhaps different.,...did it do it, to bring about in 
100 days a completely new complexion in this 
countryside? 

Three basic rules of operation were applied by 
the units of the 2d Brigade during this period. 

The first of these was: tvork closely with the 
Vietnamese. 

These lowland plains were populated by the 
Vietnamese villagers, and the enemy was among 
them. Vietnamese could tell friend from foe far 

· better than we could. They were far more familiar 
with the area than we could be. Vietnamese 
authorities had access to intelligence through the 
villages and hamlets where we ~ad little. And the 
Vietnamese forces-Army of the Republic of Viet­
nam (ARVN), Regional Forces (RF) and Pop­
ular Forces (PF)-had numbers to aqgment our 
own. 

So we immediately began to work with the 
district and province officials and with the units 
of the .ARVN 1st Infantry Division. We did this 
in several ways: 

Whenever possible; our battalion command 
posts were set up alongside the Vietnamese dis­
trict chiefs headquarters .. ·Where we could not 
co-locate, we set up permanent liaison officers 
with the district chiefs. 

We .took it as om task to help the local forces 
-the Regional and Popular Forces-to train them, 
to help them occasionally when supplies were 
short, tq encourage them . . 

Platoons of the brigade would have with them 
one or two or three Vietnamese from the RF or 
PF of the district in which they were operating. 

We set up joint U.S.-Vietnamese night am­
bushes. Our battalion reconnaissance platoons 
teamed up with their Vietnamese district counter­
parts. 

Using our "log-bird" helicopters (normally used 
in logistical roles for sling-load resupply), we 
moved the RF squads and platoons arou11d in 
"mini-assaults" when intelligence told us a likely 
VC target was in a hamlet. 

Our battalion commanders also took it as their 
task to provide coordination for all actions in the 
area. Everything from Navy patrol boats to Revo­
tionary Development teams was tied in to the 
battalion CP. 

BRIG. GEN. JOHN H. CUSHMAN commanded 
the 2d Brigade of the lOlst Airborne Division 
from September 1967 tlirough June 1968, afrer 
which he became CG of Fort Devens, Mass. 
He returned to Vietnam in April 1970 for his 
third tour. He presently is deputy command­
ing general of the Delta Military Assistance 
Command. 
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We worked -closely with the province chief in 
Hue and with his advisors, and we established 
excellent working relationships with the com­
mander of the ARVN 1st Infantry Division and 
his staff and advisors in Hue. 

The command post of the ARVN 1st Division's 
3d Regiment was only half a mile from a brigade 
CP. The regimental commander, Lt. Col. Phan 
Ban Hoa, and I attended each other's daily brief­
ings and our staffs coordinated operations. 

My battalion commanders and I never let a 
day go by without checking in with district chiefs 
in our area of operations (AO). 

This cooperation paid off tremendously in in­
telligence. Our intelligence networks were closely 
tied together. We began to find that the Viet­
namese knew a great deal that we didn't know, 
and when it was put together with what we knew, 
we were able to operate far more effectively. 

One thing that caused the Vietnamese to share 
their intelligence with us was that as soon as we 
got good information about the enemy we im­
mediately did something about it. They learned . 
that to give information to us was to their own 
advantage. 

That leads to otir second principle of operations. 
This fundamental principle of the entire 

101st Airborne Division, emphasized over and 
over by Maj. Gen. 0. M. Barsanti, division com­
mander, was: maintain constant and unrelenting 
pressure on the enemy. 

On the move day · and night, ·we gave the 
enemy no rest. At night we were in ambush loca­
tions throughout the area of .operations. In the 
daytime we were constantly searching for contact 
in company-size and smaller formations . 

Constant movement and night ambushes are 
dangerous. We wanted to be careful so as not to 
get caughf short or surprised. But at the same 
time, we strove for an attitude of "go get 'em, go 
find 'em." . 

When we did make contact, we acted swiftly 
to bring all forces to bear-supporting weapons 
such as artillery and air strikes besides additional 
platoons and companies from whatever source. 
Any forces not in contact were considered avail­
able for reinforcement. Gen. Barsanti kept no 
forces in reserve; his only reserves were lift heli­
copters which could swiftly move units not in 
contact to the area of operations. 

Night moves by units of the brigade were com­
mon. On one occasion we received intelligence 
after dark that some NV A in Quang Dien District 
were going to move overland ·to sampans which 
would be waiting along the shore. I talked by 
telephone to the battalion commander of the 
l / 502d Infantry, Lt. Col. Bertram J. Bishop. Did 
he have someone he could put out to ambush the 
route? The battalion reconnaissance platoon was 
sent out to lie in wait and was in position by 
midnight. Early in the morning the enemy came 
by. The result: a highly successful ambush. 



ress was slow because of the network of bunkers 
and trenches in the village. Just as the day was 
ending, the enemy's main positions were finally 
located by the 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry. The 
cavalry troopers, under Lt. Col. Julius W. Becton, 
squadron commander, then continued the attack 
under the light of flares. At 0100, the final series 
of bunkers was overrun. This attack by the 2/17th 
Cavalry and under illumination-using infantry, 
armored personnel carriers and tanks until the 
last enemy resistance was eliminated-was a 
"first," to my knowledge. 

In mid-May 1968, the 2d Brigade's area of op­
erations was extended to the east of Hue into 

the districts of Phu Vang, Huong Thuy and Phu 
Thu. 

According to now well-established brigade 
standing operating procedure, we moved the 
l/501st Infantry's command post right alongside 
that of the district chief of Phu Vang, and im­
mediately put into effect our concept of working 
with the Vietnamese, maintaining pressure day 
and night and conducting cordon operations. A 
few days later, the 2/17th Cavalry joined us 
east of Hue. 

Working with the ARVN 1st Division's units 
in the area, and with the local and Regional 
Forces of Thua Thien in a series of operations, 
within a few weeks these two ullits of the 2d 
Brigade destroyed the NV A in the area and drove 
them out. 

Several cordon operations were conducted in 
rapid succession by the l/501st and the 2/17th. 
One of these, during the night of 30-31 May, 
can be described as typical. 

During the morning of 30 May, the 2/17th 
Cavalry made contact with enemy elements at 
the western end of the village of Le Xa Dong. 
By noon, it became evident that a strong enemy 
force was occupying the village. Sensing an op­
portunity to encircle and destroy this force, we 
moved a rifle company of the 2/ 17th and a pla­
toon of the 1/ 50lst into position north of the 
village and arranged with the ARVN 1st Division 
to order the nearby 3d Battalion of its 3d Regi­
ment to a cordon position west and northwest of 
the village. By nightfall, the U.S.-ARVN cordon 
was established. · Throughout the night the 
trapped enemy attempted in vain to break out 
and the next morning his defeat was complete. 

The enemy's losses were 156 killed and 41 
prisoners. We had also destroyed the com111and 
groups of a battalion and of a regiment. · · 

In early June, Lt. Col. Beeton's 2/ 17th Cavalry 
set up a command post at Pim Thu District, 
together with a tactical command post element 
from the ARVN 1st Division, including ' repre-

... 

sentatives from Thua Thien Province. The 2d 
.Brigade also provided a small command and 
communications element at this district town: 
Among its other missions, this U .S.-Vietnamese 
command center was coordinating the rice har­
vest plan for Phu Thu District and neighboring 
areas. The Allied mission was to destroy any 
NV A and VC forces that still remained in the 
area. 

For the next two weeks, this U.S.-Vietnamese 
force roamed through Phu Thu District com­
pleting the defeat of NV A and VC forces in the 
area. Cordon operations along the coast were 
supported by U.S. Navy river patrol boats. By 
the middle of June, Phu Thu, Phu Vang and 
Huong Thuy districts were essentially clear and 
the NV A had been eliminated from the eastern 
approaches to Hue, as he had previously been 
driven from the western approaches. 

That was how we did it in Thua Thien: work 
with the Vietnamese, give the enemy no rest, 
and encircle him at every opportunity. 

We had many operations besides encircle­
ments, of course. There were hundreds of actions, 
major and minor, during this period. But the en­
circling cordon typified the style and technique 
of the 2d Brigade. 

The cordons were not without their cost. 
Twenty-eight men of the brigade and six Viet­
namese soldiers were killed in action during the 
encirclement operations. But the cost was far 
greater to the enemy with whom we came in con­
tact. More than 1,200-eighty percent of them 
North Vietnamese-were killed during the cor­
dons, and 252 prisoners-also 80 percent NV A­
were taken. 

The NV A enemy was driven from the area. He 
has not returned. The stage was set for the next 
phase : eliminating the Viet Cong and restoring 
peace, security and serenity to the countryside . 

R!=\ 

President Thieu presents 
the Cross of Gallantry with 
Palm to the 2d Brigade and 
its commander on RVN 
Armed Forces Day, 19 
June 1968. 



Cordon Operations, 2d Brigade, 101 st Airborne Division -- March-June, 1968 

0 
JJ Control Enemy US Losses 
)> Nr ti® ~ Village Grid. !J.ni1 KHA WHA Enemv Losses Materiel Taken 
'"Tl 
-; 

1 1-501 26-28 Thon Thua YD769309 Elements 2 24 31 NVA KIA 1 O indiv wpns 
March Hoa 810 LF Bn 18 VC KIA 5400 lb rice 

3NVAPW 

2 2-501 10-11 Thon Phuoc YD475485 Elements 7 35 70 NVA KIA 24 indiv wpns 
April Dien 6th Bn, 812 13 NVA PW 7 crew-svd wpns 

NVA Regt 100 lb rice 

3 1-501 17-18 Ap Ny Xa YD723314 Elements 1 13 48 NVA KIA 10 ind iv wpns 
April Ap Dong 803 NVA Regt 4000 lb rice 

Xuyen 
CX> 
O> 

4 2-501 21-24 Kim Doi YD748305 Elements 12 70 NVA KIA 11 indiv wpns 
April Thon Than YD755313 803 NVA Regt 13 NVA PW 1 crew-svd wpn 

Trung -1 

5 1-501 28 April- Thon Phuoc YD687283 8th Bn, 90th 8 44 314 NVA KIA 88 indiv wpns 
4 May Yen YD690277 NVA Regt 2* 12* ~ 115 NVA KIA* 15 crew-svd wpns 

107 NVA PW 7 indiv wpns* 
*ARVN 7 crew-svd wpns* 

Bn radios and SOI 
CX> 
C-
c 6 1-502 3-5 May Ap Nam Phu YD690300 
'< 

Elements 3 14 31 NVA KIA 4 indiv wpns 
_. Ap Pho Nam 1st Bn, 803d 2 VC KIA 1 crew-svd wpn 
CD 
CD Regiment 2NVAPW O> 



Control Enemy US Losses 
Nr Hqs Date Village Grid Unit KHA WHA Enemv Losses Materiel Taken 

0 
:0 
)> 7 2-501 5-7 May Thon La Chu YD693241 Elements 2 14 53 NVANG KIA 23 indiv wpns 

"Tl 2-17 Cav C115 LF Co 1 NVA PW 3 crew-svd wpns 
-; Co, 9th Bn, 2VCPW 400 lb rice 

90th NV A Regt 

8 1-501 19-21 Thon Lang YD839210 Elements 12 65 NVANC KIA 12 wpns total 
May Xa Bau 810 LF Bn 1 NVA PW 

1 VCPW 

9 1-501 27-28 Thon Xuan YD805227 Elements 1 2 NVA KIA 12 indiv wpns 
May Hoa C117 LF Co 2 VC KIA 750 lb rice 

2NVAPW 
1 VCPW 

00 
-...J 

10 2-17 Cav 30-31 Thon Le YD884228 Elements 6 91 NVANC KIA 30 indiv wpns 
May Xa Dong 810 LF Bn 7NVAPW 6 crew-svd wpns 

2* 2* 12 VC PW 30 indiv wpns* 
65 NVANC KIA* 9 crew-svd wpns* 

*ARVN 22 VC PW* 

11 2-17 Cav 1-4 June Trung Phuong YD884228 Elements 5 38 38 NVANC KIA 54 indiv wpns 
Thon Moc Tru YD967173 K4 MF Bn 90 VC KIA 24 crew-svd wpns 
Thon Trung Ha YD975163 K10 LF Bn 2* 5* 18 NVA PW 31 indiv wpns* 

00 C118 LF Co 40VC PW 5 crew-svd wpns* 
'- *ARVN 107 NV ANC KIA* 15,000 lb rice c 
'< 19 VC PW* ....... 
co 
co 
O> 



Chapter 7. Camp Evans; March 30 - April 14, 1968 

Entry 41 in the brigade journal for March 30th, with a Camp Evans dateline, was .. !1200; 
2d Bde CP open 1200 hours." 

The troops were on the move. Thus began Carentan II. 

The 101 st Airborne Division was extending its area of operations to the north in order to 
free the 1st Cavalry Division for a division-scale "airmobile raid" that would relieve the 
pressure on the beleaguered Marine outpost at Khe Sanh, which was just north of 
Highway 9 in the far northwest corner of the Republic of Vietnam. The Marine regiment's 
situation there had long been desperate; with two NVA divisions facing them, they were 
cut off by road, pounded by heavy and light artillery and mortars, under frequent ground 
attack, and barely hanging on. The crisis of the Tet Offensive was past, but Khe Sanh 
was becoming a major crisis for Lyndon B. Johnson, President of the United States. 

Earlier in March General Abrams, deputy commander of MACV, had told General Tolson 
to begin detailed planning for a lightning aerial offensive that would support an ARVN/ 
Marine relief column. Under the supervision of Brigadier General Oscar Davis, ADC, the 
Cav built a major base at LZ Stud, with runway, ammunition storage, and refueling. 
D-day for launching Operation Pegasus was 31 March. As the brigades and supporting 
artillery of the 1st Air Cav moved out in air assault, opening seven new landing zo-nes in 
five days, the 2d Brigade, 101 st, moved in to take their places. 

At LZ Sally, we had known only that the Cav had gone north and that, displacing the 2d 
Brigade CP to Camp Evans, we would take over their AO from Evans as far north as LZ 
Jane and Hai Lang. We would leave the 1/501 in its AO in the north of our old 2d Bri­
gade AO, and would leapfrog over the 1/501 with the 1/502, 2/17, and 2/501, who would 
in turn be replaced by battalions of the 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division. An ARVN task 
force would take the place of the Cav's forces that would soon be absent from the Quang 
Tri area. And the 3d/82d Brigade would take over our CP at Sally, and the 1/501. 

On March 30th the 1/502 and 2/17th moved by motor and air, with the 1/502 going into 
Camp Evans to assume responsibility for its security {A/1/502 had earlier been assigned 
a special mission, opcon to the 3d Marine Division at Dong Ha), and the 2/17th likewise 
into Camp Evans but assuming responsibility for AO Mann nearby. 

On April 1st the 2/501 completed its move to Utah Beach (later, Wunder Beach), secured 
the fire support base Hardcore there, and took charge of its new AO along the Street 
Without Joy. On April 2d, the 2/327 Inf, from the 1st Brigade, moved into LZ Jane and 
took over the AO nearby, including Hai Lang. 
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J From the brigade journal of 1 April... 

• 1705 2-501: D Co closed Utah Beach at 1650 hours" 

D Company had come in by CH-47; the remainder of the battalion arrived the same day 
by motor march. A/2/501st and C/1/321 Arty ocupied FSB Hardcore not far from Hai 
Lang, with a range fan that included Utah Beach and the road from there to Hai Lang. 

From Cleo Hogan's diary ... 

April 4 
Unbelievable. I'm setting here watching the ocean break on the sands at a place 
called Utah Beach. We arrived here the 31st and are providing security for a Navy 
Depot. They are unloading ships day and night. The company gets to go swimming 
about every afternoon, then pulls guard duty at night. A few rocket or mortar rounds 
each night but nothing serious. 

5 April 
Nothing much going on. Hasn't been any enemy sighted in over a week. Company 
found some booby traps ... Company is up to 120 men, the most I have ever had. 
We're getting two hot meals each day now. 

Our units were adapting to their new missions, establishing contact with the locals and 
with adjacent units, reporting their new locations, clearing assigned roads, ·guarding 
assigned bridges, carrying out local RIFs, and placing ambushes out each night. The 
brigade journal for the 31st... •Friendly losses: None. Enemy assessment: Unknown." 

We would for some time now have the 2/17 Cav under brigade opcon. Commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Julius W. Becton, Jr.,1 the 2/17 had two ground troops, each with a 
rifle platoon, and each troop with platoons of jeep mounted machine guns and 106mm 
recoilless rifles. B/2/17 also owned six M113 armored personnel carriers, each of which 
mounted one .50 cal. and two light machine guns. Squadron headquarters company 
had 81 mm mortars and an aero rifle platoon (ARP). The 2/17 soon gained a platoon of 
M-48 tanks from C/3/5th Cav, and a Marine Ontos unit which was equipped with 1/4 ton 
trucks, each of which carried six 106mm recoilless rifles. 

Based then at Camp Evans, the 2/17 traveled to its new AO by conducting a two day 
coordinated squadron RIF operation in the dune country along the Street Without Joy, 
arriving in the vicinity of Hai Lang on April 2d. The squadron order, copied on the next 
three pages, gives an idea of how the 2/17th with its two ground troops operated. 

1 Julius Becton retired in 1983 after a career that took him to lieutenant general and command 
of VII Corps in Germany. He was until 1994 president of Prairie View A&M University, Texas. 
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The journal for 1 April reported little activity other than routine. A road mine damaged 
the S-3 jeep of the 2/17, with two wounded. There was no other contact. 

The 1-501 sent brigade this report of its activities ttj day in the AO of the 3d/82d. It 
reflects that a lot goes on in a rifle company daily, that often gets summarized in a 
couple of lines or a short paragraph. 

:::· ·~ ~-- ~~~,;;; .. ~.r·la~ ·• \AmJ6' ~ J.nr1 J..la ~I - JLVll - :/ . , .. ~., .. ,,( .'.(·~~ "' . . 
_, 'O'. ~~<;fj:#-,i·~};' : ,·~ · ·. 
, .. · 0 · · ~;-~.:{...:.,;%In · · · - co, ."1 ·JJdo., . 8.2 A1m Div 
.• ~ ;s:· ··:; · "'' - • . 

V, '.-. _ ~-f::f~~? FCB. FJWIOD 311VJOH - Oll73Qli Jfpr 6S 

-- . t.<;.i " . . : ! . . . 

f . 

1ta . ( C). \ OPEJU7IONAL. SJ Ml>lAil 
' . I : 

. ~ I . • . , . . • 

a•:'· A• J..?Ol,i At 3ll74511 Ma 6S NJ.-;Ol. found cme bod7 ti.t:''lD?'l.63lO. l3e,l.1(!'R 
tp be Q>ipeee doctcr cw he vu 11~ing a medical j4cket. imdo:- bis ?WA 1"o.tips. A/ 
1.-501 e~t:al>J ishrid CE' <3.t !D'll6.3ll,3J.J.S45li ul1d pc>Qticmod 11quad eizo ambuahou ·at ID 
7l431S~II:i.723Jl1 am IiJ7.123l3 at 3l0006li. J/l-SOl ~covered b'eahJ.T ·du& ~· I-Osition: 
tEUl teot·: in Ck, "1th ·tnmch c:mmoctiDg to bu.nker 11t ID'll63ll~l203'1!. . Ambu~ 
PQ.trolli· ·:Ol,oaad· CP 010740H Apr 68 vi th neg contact. A/l-$0l commncod 'a~ch end 
dei:ltro7, mis:don nt 0l080Sll 1d.tb. mi:spoetccl WA hospite.l ID723313 ~ .o~ject.i.v.o. -
At Oll035l(A/WOl 1'0\md hospital location n.t YD7233l3. lioapital.appearod. to .have 
been cl~:t.1"07~'·~3 ·dqn ago b1' demolition. lioupital vu und;ergrou:n4 .with busboo 
aDd tin.:oewiJ:lg .u :reintorcemnt .tor wl.lo. A trench :trom hoapitai ·· to · cana1 '1.U 

. .found. ·.·' At Oll13~,000lbu o~ bogged rice 8.lld 2 ,OOOlbs ot loose ricD -were . .fO\llld 
Via ID'123.'303a At-Oll.215llt200lba of bugged rice WGro tound in ~pen a.t ID~. 

. b. B - l-50l.1 .J,t 3ll.SOOll B/WOl oat&bliah CP vie ID'/05315 And aquSd :ibc Gbushe: 
were o:apl.Aced _l"J)706)1S,W,023l4,.ID'l03.3l.2 at .lD'l0.3312 recieviad grcmad.ea ud mWJ. . · 
a'U tire fl'C&'ll ost ~ platoon roaultin& in 2 WBA. J.llibwsh&a pulled be.Ck to CI> 
nog Cl1GmJ" euual.ti.Gs. · At 312055.li B/1-501 rc-devcd mW.l aru and RPG fil:G !re= 
T'.tll0731S from oist ea.eza.y plo.toon. !lag .trie:ndq CD.SU.al.ties. A=bushaa cloued CP 
Ol075'1i Apr :68. Pla.tocm size sweeps SOO meters \I and S comonced Ol0700li Apr 68. 

-'Pl.Atoonaweeping W i'Wnd blood tr~ilB vie ID7053l5 • . Both swep:s co:iploted OlOSOSll 
"Apr ·. 68 vi.th. no additional i'incls. At Ql.09SOll B/l-SOl ro~ 2. burat:i automatic 
vsapm tiro .troa ID1D73l.O. Called Arty. Re:nllts unk.. A~ Oll.2:'4H D/J..-501 reci.end 

. l. aiQ. rcnmd :ram Tic. XD?llJl.6. liogative M~ oaaualt.181S.. Located At YD10ZJ27 
at .. Oll600ll ;wving Eut. negative eonte.ct at this tim. At Oll6l.4li Apr 6S B/l...sOl 
~ed,.eved. aniptt .tire (inettGQt1Vo) from. ID698.)J4. G1mp7 all» t'J.ro frail .~ -

_ locatiml c.t. Oll616H~ F!J.C spiSttod 10-15 VC 1». grave )"a.rd lD'10833SH ·at, Oll.61911.· At 
Oll~Jll· Ji/l.-50l. ap~&d one detainee at lD70332'1. Ii.'va.c tC> ~ Dien Dint..'riet 
Hqs fo:- intorrogat.1on. · Nog i'urther .~ contact thro\18h Oll 730ll. 

o. c - 1....soli Unit eont.iml.ea improv~.-nt Qt de!cma1va poai~ .Tic An lo 
Dridge. Ai; Ol0930R AF 68 pla.toon auc swco93 co~cod llE to ID608283 am S\I to ' 
1JJ{iJ13frl., Elcmont. sweeping SW rodievGd two ~ ot D!IQl] 1 al'1IUI ·hre :"mm· IIJ6l.6307.. · 
a.t QlUS6 Apr 68. l1r$ returned. llGgativo ~ caaualtioa. Xog ~ ca:J.. 
Both plato0nt1 .on the ANHp mission closed m> OU600H Apr 68. . · 

i . . 
d.. D - l-50li At 3ll.SOOR Mar 68, D/i.-501 oataibliahed. CP at ·lD7J6.317.. i:lqund 

we abu.Dhe~ \lero mplAcod at XD7393l9 ·mid ID7243l5 at. 3ll9SGB. Bog enemy' cont.a.ct, 
-~a clo~ CP QlQ7ll1 Ap: 68 • . , At Oll0481I one platoon ~d B to ~ 

Co _ (~·! : -~1'1od ·ep awei;t.in.c. _log e:xtraetion. At OlllOSll l>~SOl. ai&btod l2 VC \mlk:lng 
1n:to . YUJ.ago_ · ID73s~. ""~ c:lled.· · Resulta tmk. D~(fl moved ·mld clo~d Y.D729315 

,. a.t. Oll640H'. . - _ . _ _ . .. _ _ . ... . .. .. 
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On 2 April the 2/327 travelled by convO)' from Gia Le in the 1st Brigade AO to LZ Jane, 
closing its artillery and most of the battalion by dark. The 2d Brigade task force had one· 
friendly KIA all day, incurred when an enlisted man from C Company, 326 Engineer 
Battalion, stepped from his jeep onto a land mine in the road. The 1/501 continued 
operations in its 3d/82d AO, negative assessment. 

On 3 April the enemy harassed the 2/327 on LZ Jane's perimeter. From the brigade 

journal ... 

110408 To 101 st ALO (USAF air liaison officer): Request flare ship illum LZ Jane. 

110415 Bde CO: Informed duty oficer to call 101 st ALO and cancel flare ship." 

On April 3d, A Co 1/502 returned from its special (unexplained) mission at Dong Ha. That 
night the 1 /502 sprung an ambush, one trooper wounded and 1 VC KIA, one PW. 

Division advised us that effective April 3d Utah Beach would be known as Wunder 
Beach, evidently for someone by that name. On the 4th, the 1/501 reported little action, 
but that they had found 9 NVA bodies. 

From the brigade journal for April 5th, at 1810 ... 

G3 101: CG directed LTC Garrison to call the 2d Bde 83 and tell him the Bde is 
shooting too much arty without any kills, used 1400 rds today." 

There were no doubt enemy in our area, but we were not making contact with them yet. 
Back in our old AO, however, there was action. In brigade journal entry 16, April 5th, the 
1/501 reported on a 4 April action by the 2d Bn, 3d ARVN Regiment.. . 

. 

1945 hrs 1-501 received a wrap up report for 

2-3 ARVN vie YD682285 - ARVN made contact with 

. a NV A force believed to be part of 312 Div -

4 or 1st negt - 12th Bn - (Info captured 

led to th:i.s effect) - results - 71 NVA KIA 

(BC) 18 SA weapon:;, 2 lMGS, 1 h•nd l·iG and om 

unidentified heavy coa.l weapon - all l\'V A . 
were carryine protective masks - observed mar y 

secondary explo3ions - vie YD682285 - .believ( 

poss POL point - friendly losses kO AflVN 

wounded - 10 killed • 
. - . 
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Of interest is this Quang Tri Sector operation plan.worked out with the 2/501 It called for 
helilifting into VC hamlets along Wunder Beach an armed propaganda te· ~~ from pro­
vince, a band for entertainment. a medcap (medical treatment team), and two PF pla­
toons from Hai Lang, plus squads of national police and some Kit Carson scouts. U.S. 
Navy swift boats would screen the operation from seaward. The purpose was to make 
friends (not an easy task among villagers who had lived for generations along the Viet 
Minh dominated Street Without Joy) . The operation was carried out on April 8th. 

OPP.LAH l . ~ . 

Cow No. 4~ f" 
Quang . Tri~ 

~J¥33 68" . . Fil. . 
( . . :QT. :ffi~s1de . 

ae.r orence: M8i>i ' Vietnam l rS06oOO~ Hat· Lang ~et ~ ll' .. ~ ?loo SA DOOG 
·sheet overlq: Atm~ ~- · · ·· 

: • '!'~ • • i '· . • . . 

TASK Orcanization: 
TP· RP . . : · 
101 .RF Co 
125 RF CO : 
Jtit Carson 

. . • 

1. S1tuat1on 

TF PFF 
PFFco 

•Pfp 'Pl.t . 
c 0 Tni 

· DOICO ·Tm 
PSB 

~ 
Co B 
Int Plt 

a.. ~- Forces• Current DlTSUM 

flt New"HoP! .. _. .·. 
IP!"& 
M9d·0ap rm 
Enterta~t 

. 'Foocl Team ; 
RD Tiil 

b. Fri~ Forcesz 

(l) . Sector inita.tea Plan S-hour.- . D-dzv. tol. COrdo?J/Search Hai An 

1tbe _vU~e• vie, YD (SJ.,$) (5453) . (ShS2) (Sl53). 

(~) 2/Sol Abn Bn (-) Cordona 1hon Trung .~ ADd. Thon. lball J(he 
hmalsts YD (5253) (5352) NLT OUo6oo Aprll.. . .. . 

.' :· ~ .... "· 
I . 

(.3) N~~. · EJ.eme~t at)iORder Beach sar88113 eu.~ tl~ .9~ - Hai 
An; Hai Xhe : :V~s YD Sl55 to SSS3 tram 080600 April to 
tormination or operation. 

{L) · MeveVaQ 8u.PJ>ort8 opor~tlon ' (~~ 49 .30) 

c. Attach111ents and Dotachments: TA.:)K ORG • ... 
. . . '. 

d. A:;sumptiona.: 

DRAFT 

. ! l 

(l) ·: ' .. ~h9n Tan An, 1-1y Thuy hamlets YD 5154 Non Hostile. 

(2) __ .Tuon . ~runa. ~ and :nion T~ Khe hamJ,ets contain booby traps • . ' - . . . .. 

(.3) Villagers ·of Truog An and Xhaui . Khe 1n1t1~ will be hostUe 
and rear.ful.# but ·vm become ·co0perat.1ve upon underatanding 
intent of' operation. 

95 
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

'"l. 2 

2. Mission: Seeton in conjunction with 2/.5ol Abn &1 (-) and naval support 
conduct Cordon/Search, Gounty Fair Operation 06~ 00 April in Hal Lang 
Sub sector for purposo of population eontrol. 

3. Execution: 
a. Concept of Operation: Annex A Operatton Overlay. 2/$01 Abn i3n (-) 

moves into post tion by foot to ':ordon Trun~ An and l'ham Khc 
villae;es; RF Comp;an1os/K1t Careon move by helicopter frO!ll Hai 
Lang District T!Q to ol)joctivo "A" and conduct clc:ir1.ng operation; 
: FF eletllonts mova by holicoptor fro:"l La Vang to objective "A" and 
conduct Search/Clnst11ftcati.on operation; "Haw Hope Tm moves by 
holiccpter from La Vang to obj~ctive "1311 and conduct Country li'air 
Activitioa r.O!!lr.vancin~ at 081300 hour~ April. 

b. 2/501. :~ompanies; i\o"·e into position at H-huur, D-<iay. 

c. TF ilf ; Go:nmence cl.cai·inf; opora.tion H-hour, D-day. 

d. 

a·· 

r. 

Tl•' PFF; Commence ~;earch/Clasaifi·'.!ation oparation H--hnur., D-day. 

~ou.rl~ 
Tm "New Hope": CommAnce peu+,~ Pair activity H-hour, T'>-day. 

Coordination In3tructlons: 
(1) Report tho enomy use of boby traps. 

(2) Report tho presence of '7C 1n ;111.lago. 

(:3) Medevac avail.able on call. 

(4) 2/501 Abn lJn (-) And Hia Lang Sub :;octor arty available on 
oa.11. 

(5) .All coorcinat1on and reporting v1.11 be effected with Hai 
Lang dub Sector Co:;:znander. 

(6) Dl1rat1on of or eration is one day. Hai Lang Sub ::;act.or 
command will advi~e on terminati on. 

(7) Effective for planning on reciept; ror exocution on order. 

h. Administration/l.ogistics and lJUWlyt 
a. Supply: 

Class 1: Cords 

Class 2/L: Payop kit - RD Tean. 
Tent3 - r:ords 
Helicopters - 2/501 Abn 
Lenflo t:s - Gords 

5. Command and Signal 
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The April 4th brigade summary contained these items on the 2/501 st... 

(3) : Co C. "Conducted· ~1P~libious ns:.;o.ult utilizing 1 B • .RC from WUNDER 

BC;;~CH to vie YD546526~ Conductt:d cordon c'.ll'ld ' sc::rch in villag,,; vie YD540525. 

Conducted RIF operntions from vill.~.gc to WUi.D.i.iH ll.i.:.. .. CH. Neg:.:..tive cnsunltics. 

Negc.ti ve enemy o.s scssment. 

(L) Co D. PF squn.d r..tt~che~. Conduct~d RIF o~rr..tion in •.• o. Moved 

by truck to YD462523. · Conduct.ad RIF oper;i.tior!S .to YDM.553 51 YD462530. Con-

tinued cperntions to ·\Afl;DEh B.c. •• CH. Negntive c~su.:::i.ltit:!s. Neg«'.tivi;:, enemy assess-

ment~ 

( 5) Rec on Pl.'.'.t. Providt:!d secu:-1. ty for minosweop tc::un from \JUND Im 

Bi:;;.CH to FSB H,.i'J)CO!\L . Prepo.red for future o~r:-i.tions. · NegP..tive c .'.lsu~ ,ltics. 

llegntl.ve enenw nssussr:lunt. 

That day, April 4t_h, all companies of 1 /502 and all but one of the 2/327 reported no 
conta£t, and "negative casualties; negative enemy assessment. 11 The 2d Brigade had 
four wounded all day, all from mines. 

However, in 5 April's journal, the 1 /501 reported a serious engagement on the 4th . 

. . ------- · 

0503 From 1-501: .-!r;i.p un on ·rcsterd;;y 1 s activi-

ti~s. A Co YD6/;82Q7 f ound r:r;.;ves - 6 NVA 

bodies - 2 ct;rrs old - killed by N>.P & Arty. 

125/, Co A YD697297 - en1;oi.['ed 1 NV>. in bunke 

results - J NVA POl·/ 1 s - 2 AE-L~7's, 2 Ml6 1 s, 

2 HFG I 2 Is. 1358 A Co YD70u296 - 2 NVA 

r:m in bunker - 3 C;lme 011t e-.ve up - 1 more 

is in bunker - kil.1 ed. 1505 - losses -- 15 

~'/I.A, 3 KIA, 3 H~ - Artv -.11 nir:ht at 

YD68l?J07. - L..--•. _____ 
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Although April 5th was another day of light activity, our S-2, Major Ray Riggan, was not 
letting us forget the enemy. From a page of his intellgence estimate of April 5th ... 

.. ~ ... ·,c:· ,,· -.. 

REPROOUC60 AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

C.O f..J FI DE 1-J TI AL 
Appendix l (~•cunt !L1.?ports ,19lst MID) to 2d Brice.de ,lOlst n.irborna Division 
INTSlJM 9~68 

1. Dy order of tha Tri-Thien Milit.1ry R.~2,ion Coil!Omdcr, th~ VC h.J.ve 
orgruiiz~d fiye to SdVen llrn.C:ld 11llssault prop!l5ruida. t~s11 in ea.ch district. 
Za.ch tcru:i c.onsists of three or four r.lcr.iburs • The teams nre controlled by their 
district, which provid~s the propo.e~mcb rotcri<lls, posters etc. In som(;l. ca.sos 
local t,'Ucrrilli forces and vil.l.D.gcs 'i'Jlly h~ve ona or two t~ms, also controlled 

by Tri-Thien Military R~cion. Mission of .the proput}rui::b t~s is to turn 
th.:: pcopll.3 ar.;uinst th1J GVN and th:J .. am-Jricc..ns, destroy u.ll evi.duncus of 
the GVN in ar~as they control, and t~ach th~ p~opl'3 sonss of the r~volution, 
n.ctivitios of thcJ t..!c.r.is includo stopJ;;int, civilian buss..!s to pro~candizo 

tho ~opl-3• infiltratl.! th.J GVN controllJd a.rca.s a.t niGht, rJ£:.k.J spiJ<:.ch.::s by 
loudsp.:.;c.k.JrS.i pass out propu~an®, o.nc.l post propGc:i.nda s~ns, fl.:le, pictur.Js c..nd 
pl.2.cacards. Sourc~s b~li.~v'3 that th~r~ aru at pr~s~nt thr~e t~a.ms at Quc.nc Tri 
ooct one t.;am ct I·honc Dien, one o.t Quo.nc Dien and onu at i~hu V~c (C-3) 

2. On 3 .i .. pril 196J, all hcr.ilot ~erril.l.D.s livin.::; along th..! Sone 0 
Lau (I,ivur) from 1- ho Trach #1 (YD439435) north to .i.p Van Trinh (YD515469) 
C<l.I!l.\3 to the Done My-J;·ho Truch c.r~ (Y'J5G9437) to join with the Thc.n l hone 
District Fore~ Coopany Md an NVa corap<:.ny, not furth'3r id~ntificd, to fon.1 
n new battalion, unit dusi01ation unknown. Si;.r.Jntth of th\.3 battalion will b~ 
32CJ m~n, includin6 117 !ran Th.J.n i hong Co, 150 froc. thu NVh Co, and 53 ' 
&IJlet (:."Ul3rrillu.s. Villac~rs froo l hone I3inh Villo.[:;.J havl.3 been ord.Jr;;::•. \o 
cook fooQ. for th-3 unit. Weu.pons of th;;; n3W ~talion includ-3 2X~2rnr.1. uort[!.rs, 
4 X Ge.mm mortc.rs. Th-3 unit also ms 4 X ihC-10 rc.dios. Comoantll)r for tho 
n·3W battc..licn will be th.J pNsont CO of th\3 Than !:hong Co, who is c::.n NV••. 
(C-3). 

3, •>.t l40C hours 4 '~pril l96l1, two VC coopruii-::ls unit d.;sii::,nation 
unknown arriv\3:1 vicinity l ho Ninh (YD608291), Xou Ga (YJ6042C3) Md 
Done Gia (YI>6C?2G.3). Sourc~ b~li~v~s that th;Js~ two ccopani-35 mov1Jd fron 
the mountains on 3 i\pril 196G, crovinc at night, c:i.nd th&t th3y my cross 
Hwy 1 vicinity YiJ6G3510 on th\J ni6ht of 5 ~pril 196G to r~inforc~ units 
at i.:!uanc Di~n. (C-3). 

4. ; .. t 1300 hours 2 ·~x:ril 196e, approx:L""Jr..t.Jl;:r 50 vc ~r.lllt'lar.dcd b3" · Th;.?m, 
mo-r3J into th...; Cao Xa-Hi<:n Luonc ar.:!a (YD637322-YD63931C). All carried 
w .. mpons. i~lso at thi~ location w-::ru 2C a.rm~d !·syWar t~ ~arlr.a, The cr.dru 
mvJ been divid~d int.o two lU man t.Jc.ms. wad~r of th.J first t-:am is 
Hoane Dat, lhone Nhic~ Villa.cu Cl.Jrk. L::~d~r of th.J 2nd t~run is Thu, rhonc 
Di0n District Cl~rk. Sourco b~li~vos ~h~ 50 VC aru from th.J C-3 Cotip.'.lny 
and that th..3ir mission is to sup~ort thcl l syWD.r t.Jruns. Thcl VC and r· sy War 
\~runs w.::r:..: known tu hc.v~ bclcn in th..! C.:-.o Xn-Ji.::n lJ.ion~ ar~c. on 2-3 i;.pril 
196C. (C-3). 

5. .i~t 143G huurs 4 hpril 1968, 20 nrmod VC arriv1Jd vicinity (YD6ll320) 
with four (4) Mti-tank min~s. 5ourc~ b.Jliuv~s urln~s will b~ usvd to min~ 
l1"ru· 1 from (TI)615310 to YD600309) on th~ nicht of 5 n.pril 196e. (C-3). 

/' 
/ 
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Meanwhile the 1 /501 was busy in its AO, reporting in the April 6th journal its "activities of 
5 Apr 68... A Co at 0900 found 4 .. . 

. . 

Rr;i.ves - J, NVA bodies - brown unif onns -

J..a-8 davs . old - killed by artv or NAP: 1208 

boobv tran - 82mm - YD693299 - destroved: 

1530 YD6L.3302 - 1 NV A PO\/ "WOundect in cnkle; . 

B 1006 - Rrave YD686397 - 5 bloody unifonns-

1 If.TA body; 1105 YD68J311 - received SA fire 

called arty - swot villace - found 6 UVA 

bodies - 3 AK-l: 7' s - destroyed b,y arty; C 

0800 - en~a~ed unk size NVA force - YD672293 

3 NVA KIA - 1 NVA fo:1 - 1 SI\S; 091i0 YD672293 

cont-.ct - 1 NV:\ !~IA, 2 SKS - 2 AK-47 1 s - 10 

CICOH grenades; Co C - no time - YD677297 -

1 NVA KIA - 1 CHICOM claymore - 1 RFG -

Losses US 11 WIA - all evacu;;ted. . 
On April 6th A Company, 2/501 st, had the brigade's first serious contact in our new AO. 
The brigade journal reported that A Company had provided minesweep security from 
FSB Hardcore to QL 1 , then began conducting platoon-size operations. "At 0925 hours, 
the 1st Platoon was ... 

moving .:is· pbni1u.d on opt:;r.:·.tion rnd concluctilig svarch through 'i:hl s;;.ction of 

villng·..,. :~t 1243 hours vie iD460492 the l .. r.d 1..:l0r.ic.mt was eng.:!.g.;;d by unde-

tennincd size on'.e:::rny fore-.:. Th-.: ·pl "'.t lv :~er w."l.5 with the li:::d. el.::r..l3.1t. The 

pl.'.".t Sgt wn.s with 2 . squ='-d :-J.t YD459491. ;1hun th.:: 1..:,1.d cl-.:nerit. bec :n...: .en~J'.t,;;;d . 

the squnds d0ploy .. ;;et .<>.nd cst. .:;blishcd n b:i.su of firu. Thu inititl burst of en-

er.v fir0 wound..:d th(; plr.t 11.,; . ~dcr t..i.d kill.::d tri..; RTu. 12 llPG' s wor.- in th-.: 

first volley. Co ~~ (-) b-.:g:-n moving to nssist pl<'.t · at 1255 hours. Corap.my 

movud down north · side of str0C1N '(YD450506) nnd crossl:d vie YD455500 then r.ioved 

on the south siuu of str<.:Jr.1 in :".Il ;:tt...;nrt to .'1ppro< .. ch thv 1::nern:b.:s rc ::.r .;.ncl 
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fL'mk. Cornp:my cill..;;d for lFT which c.rri v~d on st ..... tiou ~t 1335 hours. Co1:1-

52 

-

I ')1 

l)J, • 

pP.ny movud s.::curity across riv.;;;r on l.: ft flmk Cl11d b1:;£:m oovine forw=-nl utili-

zing thu L:1mshiµs firu pow..:r .::.en.inst ul;crny S .• c.11r:\ ,.;·[ firu r1...ccivt3d fron tht; 

fL'1Ilk. Bcc:'.US•-: of tn<J int-.:ns..: <.m(;r,zy fire unit suffcr0d 3 !JS KL~. 3d Pl.".t 

crossad briclgc ~t YD457L.92 ~d fl'.)Vi.,;d to ; .. ssist 1st P:JE· t. Co1:1p~.ny ~.s suppurtud 

by·4 • .s, gw1ships :md GS nnC: DS <".rty. Cor.ip:on,y ruturn..;d to F::,B !LJIDCO!ti:. nt 1835 

hours. Friu~ly losses - 3 ~13 KL., 8 US 1~u .. , 13 US WI •• (8 m.;dc:v:--..c) mid 1 inter-

prut.;r HI ... (rodcv.:-~c). .bnccy :-.ssuss; ,1..mt - 7 i.;V .. l'J ,. (BC), 12 IN .• KI.. (poss), 

l 60r.u'a rnurtc.r rou?ld (destroyu<.1). · 

As reported in the brigade journal on the morning of April 7th, the 2/17th planned an 
operation that day that would begin from the night defensive .position of A and B Troops 
on the 6th ... 

La.te 
094.0 Entry From 2-17: :-iomQ" of m:mr:uvcr - D 1'rp dis-

~ ~\ :: - c· t-i.flc. f /~) 
mounted w:i. h /<.1lP6 UFCUl~ into obj tJ, YD5101.i35-: 

search out 1 l<r.\ ;i.rca - A ~l·..:m-::nt scndine 

,•1011nted or dismounted obj 11 N11 YD 5161.aO -

when complete \·rill eo \! with block :o.t L 

• 1D49ll13. ..:..f l( C.i.. YLi L. 3?U,? suprortcd hy 

fire from I3 cl::;~1cnt n? .. ncnv·: r iL to YL502L.62 

then b~ck ,;i.cross river to ::~~ - ;:tsser.iblc 

forces to tmr Y!)555Ji.3.'.i - ch~: ck 011t are.:i of 

r~ccnt :a:r:;ruT. 
I 

0952 Frorr. :?.-17: Flil"ht J .. •!1.d~r for C~ is r·oini• . 
011t to disc11ss r, , ~ with 1 :Ln n~~ld. 

. 
09S1 Fror.i ?-1?7 · ·,J, l iri "<"rh-.·· is c 1 1"',., r"'.rl <tt 

I thi.f' tirr.~ 
. I ~ -
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The 101 st Airborne Division report for April 7th summarized the events in the 2d Brigade 
AO as follows ... 

b. 2d Bde 101 st Jkbn Div: Co A 2/501, while eo.ridueting a 

sweep of the <.:rea of co:nt2.c-t on 6 h.pril, vie YD 455495, found 

8 US NIA, now eonfir1.:.ed KLL Also· found were· 10 iWA KIL (previously J. 

C<.lrried as 12 poss KI,:.). At 0845H, vie YD 510440, AR.t-:i 2/17 Cc.v 

rec sniper fire. Results 1 US WI.A (€:vac). ••t 11 OOH, vie YD 

477408, Co D 1/502 ~!10<=:ged 2 VC -.1rri.th org<:nic wpns. Res: 

2 VC KIA. At. 1228, vie YD 475415, Co D 1/502 engaged 2 BC with 

SW fire. Res: 2 VC Km. :-.t 151 O, vie l'D . 458492, Co A 

2/501 found 1 AK-47 (evac). ~~t 1510, vie YD 48742:3, Co D 

1/502 engaged 1 VC with S:i.. Res: 1 VC KL'i.. 1.t 1515, vie 

YD 490418, Co D 1/502 engc.ged 2 VG with i;W. Res: 2 VG KTu. 

At 1530, vie YD 458492, Co Ji. 2/501 sustained 1 US WIJI (evac) 

as a result of e BBI' • .i~t 1705, vie l'D 488444, AKP. 2/17 Gav 

sustained 1 US KIA, 2 US WIA (emc) <:.::; a result of an engagement 

with an est VG ~~quad. 

. . . - . . - .-

On April 8th, the 2/327 had a mortar accident in a training situation. From the brigade 
journal of that date .. 

V\.I .1.~..Ln \LJVj) •ll ..... '4"-'"M.'-" V...,Ulf-"~· . • ...,_ • ..,."" ..._ ___ •·----

late 
112 1838 entry To G3 101 Cr~t GILLEV.: Hse; sent forwotrd at 

1630 hours. ref~rence C 2-327 mort~r aceide ht 

Co C was eonduetint: a tr;dnine operation anti 

had moved by fire a.nrl maneuv·~r to er.est of 

;1. hill ag:Unst a simul:i.ted ener.1y squ.:irl. Co 

··--
e..2ITU]li!nje_r_r~vj,sed to simulated Comr.-a.ny and 
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112 cont ordered withdraw•.l to vie YD373428 to call 

supportinG indirect fires. Arty FO called 

in 8lmm mortar fire with critical request 

grid YD367k33 and direction 41~00 OTL. Hor-

tar position YD38004373. 1st round landed 

approx on area request (WP round). Subse-

quent command was left 300 did not change 

direction. The 2nd round was left 300 how-

ever fell slithtly into fo.1d in the ground. 

The next FO •djustment was 1300, DlOO based 

on prim•rily on sound sensing. The 3rd rd 

landed f orwRrd of FO into friendly troops 

-wOunding 7 (1 litter, 5 ~.1bulatory), criti-

cally evac by lor; bird to B 326 Heel subse-

quently to 22d Sure PHU i AI - LTC BACKHITH 

went to the 81rnm mort;;.r position and ordered 

the troops to withdrew 300 meters. He then 

had the arty FO recoo.11 the smc fire missio • 

T.he 1st, 2nd, 3rd rounds landed in the Sdlne 

location as the previous lst, 2nd and 3rd 

rounds had impacted. CoJ. Cushm.:m teut--ativ-

ely believes based upon this th;it the ad-

justrr:ent h-.d been either to bold or not 
-- -- -- - - - -- --

112 cont nroT'\•r1v sensed. 2-127 """licv alows onlv :-

Art v FO to ~-d in st artv and mort;;.r fire. 

LTC Ker!slinC" has been annointed investi r-a-

tin~ officr.r. 
- --- -·· --·. 
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The brigade journal for April 9th reported the total losses of the 2d Brigade during the ten 
days of Carentan II to this point. They were: 18 KIA and 70 WIA, of which 58 had been 
medevaced. The enemy assessment was: 41 NV A KIA, and 32 VC KIA -- plus some 1 O 
or so individual weapons. 

For some reason we were not doing much damage, and the enemy was hurting us too 
much. 

On April 10-11, that picture changed. The 2/501 conducted its first, and the 2d Brigade's 
second, cordon operation. 

The morning of April 10th, A Company, 2/501st (A/2/501, which was providing security .for 
B/1/321 Artillery at FSB Hardcore [YD 450508], was operating in the immediate area) 
made heavy contact five kilometers southeast of Hardcore at Phuoc Dien (YD475485), 
where district intelligence believed that elements of an NVA battalion were located. (See 
sketch map, next page) 

With A Company in an attack position (1 ), the 2/501 lifted D Company (which had been 
providing security for Wunder Beach, also the location of the 2/501 command post) to an 
LZ at (3). After an air and artillery preparation, climaxed at 1305 by the use of CS tear 
gredades dropped from helicopters, A and D Companies made a coordinated attack at 
(4) and (5). 

From the brigade journal for April 10th ... 

·1258 From 21501: Bde CO at Bn CP. 

• 1338 Bde CO: A and D 2-501 have both made contact in woodline, both have 
taken casualties, number unknown at this time, units are maneuvering, 
employing heavy firepower. 

·1338 S-3 2-501: A & D receiving heavy fire from objective, AW and RPG. D Co 
has passed through 1st hedgerow, A Co pressing on slowly, both are 
working in conjunction with each other. 

• 141 O 2-501: Medevac for 3 WIA D Co complete at this time, A Co has 1 KIA, D Co 
has 1 KIA not evac, ARA back on station. 

•1554 2-501: Request medevac for D Co 3 WIA, YD475483. Estimated Bn size 
force. 

It was clear that a sizeable NVA force was entrenched in Phuoc Dien, more than A and D 
companies could handle alone. But night was coming on. From the brigade journal: 

DRAFT 105 8 July 1996 



, 966 ~ A1nr g 
_ __ --.!. 

---··- ---- --· 

j , __ ___ _ _ 

r--- .. 

,....-.--- -·--·· - -· · ·- - -· -· .. 

r----· ----· · 

I 
i 
! r- - ----- --- · .. 

I 
,__ --- -·-····- ---.. . - -
I 

I r- ··- --·-----·· . 
I 

I-
r---------··----· 

/ 

90~ 
--- -·- ---

·--- - ·-. . . --- - --··· - .. -- . · ····-· -· ·----- -·- ----

' . . .. - . - --- ., _ .. -· --\.---·--

' -· . . . . . ·-· .. -------
) 

I 
z 

·- · - ·· ·· -·- -·--·-- ---·--· -----

·- - ·· -· ·----·---



•1515 CO: A & D pulled away from village, putting in air strike, keep air coming with 

plenty of napalm and 500 lb bombs. 

• 1630 Bde CO: Informed G3 that air strike and arty fired on 2-501 objective all 
morning until CA, 2-501 put in CS (tear gas) before the attack, .A & D Co 
attacked employing fire and maneuver with D Co on the right and A Co on 
the left. D Co ran into a bunker line, received 4 casualties (1 KIA), A Co 
situation was similar, lead plat of A Co was very well supported by gunships, 
destroyed bunkers with LAW & 90mm, sustained 1 KIA, recently reported 2d 
KIA, presently pulling out of village to put in more air strikes and arty, esti­
mated co size force. 

•1555 CG: CG informed CO not to withdraw A & D 2-501 from area, leave them 
there and clear up that area if it takes a week." 

General Barsanti asked what I needed.1 I said that I needed helicopters right away to 
move B Company so that we could encircle the enemy. They were on the way imme­
diately. I replaced B Company, which was securing FSB Hardcore, with A Troop, 2/17, 
Dick Tallman, battalion commander, moved D Company to an encircling position south of 
the village (8) where it could link with A Company which had formed a cordon line in the 
rice paddies to the north and east (7), and at 1840 8 Company was making a combat 
assault into an LZ (3) from which the company could link up with A and D Companies on 
its flanks (6). The cordon was in place by 2000 hours. We had ordered flareships to be 
on station all night, with artillery flares on standby. 

I told L TC Tallman that two man foxholes were to be placed no more than 1 O meters 
apart, and that his troops were to be 100% awake and alert during the night. The cordon 
line was in open fields with excellent observation of any enemy attempt to exfiltrate. 
During the night, the NVA made at least 12 attempts to break out; each of them failed, at 
a cost to the enemy of 36 killed and 2 captured. The next day, after further artillery 
preparation, the 2/501 st troops swept through the village against moderate resistance, 
overrunning bunkers and trench systems. 

Cleo Hogan, D Company, wrote in his diary ... 

10 April 
We attacked today using gas masks and that is a real joke. Most of us just pulled off 
the gas masks and cried our way through it. Kept the area encircled all night and the 

1This was the kind of leadership that a division commander should give, and was characteristic 
of General Barsanti. His orders to me, and his offer of help which I converted into helicopters for 
an encirclement, led to a turning point in the fortunes of the 2d Brigade. In the remaining months 
of my command, the brigade received considerable credit for the series of cordon operations that 
followed this one. But the basic pattern was set here, and in my remarks at General Barsanti's 
farewell dinner for me in late June 1968, I said that a great deal of the credit for our accomplish­
ments belonged to the division commander, for his direction and assistance to me on April 10th. 
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Air Force dropped flares to keep the area lit up. At 0330 the NVA attempted to break 
out and several of the 3d Platoon were wounded.. . We brought out a loudspeaker 
and our interpreter told them to surrender or be killed. About 20 of them surrendered 
and we only had to kill about 6 more. 

In an account, written "during the fall [of 1968} when I was at 2d Bde Hq [as assistant 
S-3]," Hogan writes further ... 

During the night the WJA made several attempts to break out o!' the cordon in small 
groups and at appro;d..mately 01.:l!:ihrs a 'platoon size ~rvA force attempted to storm the 
Company D area. Lt Bishoff and a few other members of JD were wounded 1 however the FNA 
were beaten back. During the morning hours of 11 April the cordon continued with additional 
air strikes and artillery being used. Jd Plt Company D observed several m'A !iring !rom 
bunkers and attempted to silence them using !·W2IAW1 to no o.vail. .i3n Eea.dquarters were 
pushing Company D to begin an assault on the village, however it was obvious that the 
bunkers would have to be neutralized before any attack could be~in. Cpt Hogan requested 
tb..a.i...L.199.M r:ifl~_kair).ifted. to the area. Th~ l06RR arrived at a?pro:dmately ll30hrs 
and fired 5 rounds. Jri~acie !1eadquattcrs =:cnt out a loud ~pe:i.kar U!"!it :11x! c.~ int.1Jr~reto?", 
and artier firing the 5 106R?. rounds, the loud speaker unit demanded that the N"U .. surrender 
or !'ace ndditioMl l06~_q, artillery, n:1d air st?"ikes. A!ter a ::·roximately 5 minutes 
an INA soldier came out o!' the w1Jod line with =i. white flc..5 tie<.l to his rifle ha.r::-el, and 
asked to talk to the o!'!'icer in cha!"gc, Cpt :loJan r.oved to the area of Jc Plt a:-1d the ':VVA 
stated that the:-e were only about 2; 'ft/A still alive in the village and th.at they wo•1ld 
surrender if the US forces would quit firing. Approximately 20 minutes later a~proximatP.ly 
20 ?NA marched single .file out of the village to a point a?proximately 200 yds from Co D 
perimeter. '!'he !fJA stopped, fo?"med a platoon .formation, stacked arrns just like a pan.de 
and then marched to the JD area with their hands on their heads. The t;.J.t .. were airlifted 
to Utah Beach cla ssed as PC.1 1 s. 

Casualties to the 2/501 st were 7 killed and 35 wounded. Enemy losses were 70 NVA 
killed and 13 captured. 24 individual weapons and 7 crew-served weapons were taken. 
It was evident from the PWs and captured documents that the 2/501 had trapped and 
destroyed a company-size element of the 6th Battalion, 812th NVA Regiment. 

The after action report highlighted "the need for continuous illumination in cordon opera­
tions ... During the hours of darkness the trapped NVA made numerous attempts to exfil­
trate the cordon area. Illumination enabled movement to be detected, and small unit 
commanders were able to make rapid adjustments in disposition to thwart each attempt." 

Another lesson for me was that it was nice to have the 106mm recoilless rifles that we got 
from the 2/17 Cav to bust bunkers at short range. 

In retrospect, I wonder why -- given our success with the 1/501 cordon in late March -- we 
did not go directly into developing cordon situations as soon as we arrived in this AO to 
the north. It wasn't until Phuoc Dien that I got the picture of how we should operate. One 
thing for sure, we went into that operating mode when we returned to LZ Sally. 

Which we soon did. On April 12th, the 2/12th Cav Squadron of the 1st ACD returned 
from Operation Pegasus to Camp Evans. The next day it relieved 1/502 of its base 
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security mission and the 1/502 headed for LZ Sally. (We would quickly lose the 1/502, 
which would go south of Hue to FSB Henry, under the 1st Brigade/101 st). 

On the 14th the 2/327 was relieved on LZ Jane by the 1/5 Cav and moved by CH-47 and 
truck convoy to rejoin the 1st Brigade, 101 st, south of Hue. 

On the 14th the 2d Brigade CP, having been relieved by the 2d Brigade/1st Cav, depar­
ted Camp Evans. At 1500 that day it opened at LZ Sally and resumed opcon of the 
1/501st and responsibility for its former AO, including the 1/505 Abn of the 3d/82d. 

On April 17th the 2/501 turned over the responsibility for Wunder Beach to the 3d 
Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, 3d Marine Division. The 2/501 st moved its artillery 
battery and B Company to Quang Dien, its command post to LZ Sally, closing at 1525 
hours, and would complete the battalion's move south the next day. 

On the 17th and 18th the 2/17 Cav, which would keep its base at Camp Evans, motor 
marched south into the 2d Brigade AO, taking up security missions at several bridge sites 
along QL 1. 

Pleased to be back at LZ Sally and in our old area of operations, we got to work. 
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I 
Chapter 8. LZ Sally; April 15 - May 13, 1968 

The night of April 14th we had, under our opcon from our LZ Sally command post, the 
1/501 which was in the AO it had never left, the 1/502 which had just closed into LZ Sally 
from the north, and the 1/505 Abn of the 3d/82d. Division had told us that the 1/502 ----
would move on the 15th to FSB ~y_?__out_b_ of H~i:i the AQ of ttie-1.s.t...S.llgade/101 st, to 
assist 1n a sfrlkeby-ti1ef01 st Airborne and 1st Cav divisions into the A Shau Valley. 

--------c::_~-~-- L l-f.T°ED-U,::;-l TS I "-.l ID -£ ~.c.IJe?;~ A 
• • • ,- r·:i. ( !A i:: '\~ \, l /\JIO 17-1 r:. A o::;-+1 A \J F~oM. From the brigade Journal for Apnl 15th ... rt\Cf:.. \:) (\~'C.. -- L v....: 1 ..., " 

, "'"' 51\-C...\-T f:>...r J:>.1·1w.'t.- we. w~et:. c"':.; 
\_ ........ \.....) \~. 

• 1018 G3: L TC Garrison called and said not to let 1-502 move to Henry until he Lt r-r -
gave the word, area is presently being contested by the enemy. }\Cf"-r 1 l - 's fNlo 

l-Z.. fC-'i_r,,Lw; Ho T -

" 1025 G3: It's OK for 1-502 to move to Henry. /\CFT ~µor Do1..0...::. R..L<0.14T 1 N F"reo.vr 
Of lv\.'1:... - .L ().JA-S FL\..-/ IN& L'E 'l D 0 "-' 

· 1045 1-502: D Co abn from Sally at 1044 hrs. IH'f.. L,1 Fr Fo~ THE. 'e,sT>J . 
~l R.C(CA Fr Lt.\ IE e. LO!)/ .Sof'rll wilEll. 

"1047 1-502: A Company departed Sally at this time by convoy.-~_/ZU<r:10 A ;)~Du Er Wun:. -
t-&.if'E.-ft. FOul\JD TI-l ?E-~. JUoT Pfi-C.-T 

- l C><'->Tu ~ ,r If 
The 1/502d would not be back until May 1st. oF TH L c_::c:;;- ! H ll "iK~oi) . , 

~\J'.:.I l~fE ~t-l bJ Cnt l\I~ 

On April 17th B Troop, 2/17 Cav, motor-marched south from Camp Evans into the 2d 
Brigade AO and secured bridge sites along QL 1. The remainder of 2/17 Cav would 
move south from Camp Evans the next day, the 18th. , 

On the 17th the 1 /505th Abn moved to fire base Bastogne south of Hue, back under the 
control of the 3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division . 

On April 17 and 18 the 2/501 st moved in from the north, locating its artillery battery and B 
Company at Quang Dien and its command post and other units at LZ Sally. 

On the 20th I had a new S-3, Major James J. Waldeck, who had come to us from the 
2/327. Jim had been a G-3 advisor in my advisory detachment with the 21st ARVN Divi­
sion in 1963-64. Russ Miller, whose steady hand, good humor, willingness, professional 
competence, and sound judgment had been invaluable to me since my first day in 
command, moved to the division G-3 Section; Frank Garrison was getting a good man. 

We also lost Dick Tallman, commanding the 2/501, who would soon make colonel and 
had gone to a higher headquarters down south that wanted him very much. His replace­
ment lasted only a few days; General Barsanti soon sent down newly promoted Lieu­
tenant Colonel James A. Heiter of the divison G-3 Section. Tony was an old hand in the 
division; I was confident that he would be a fine battalion commander. 
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sonars. Brigade S2 believed from an agent report that the two ham lets contained an 
estimated 200 NVA, in two companies of the 7th Battalion, 90th Regiment. Considering 
the opportunity presented, our results were disappointing. 

l~ar to me as I write this y_e_ars later that after this_~~pJ:!rienc_~_Ldecide_d_lh_a~f 

8:11, my brigade's exploitation of an opportunity for encirclement called for intense yet 
controlled energy on OJY..J2art._notne_~_§sarily in the enciLclem_e.ot~s_deJaile_cUactical 

dl.r:..ection (although I woulcLo_c_c_asj_on_aily have to be quit~ specific with my encirclement 
battalion commander) b~_t ~th~th~ring__and the direction_olresoucces --h~. 
firepower, reinforcing units, including ARV~ an9_ RF/J:1F fo_rce.sJr.001_wherever they_co..uld 
b~d -- and in my driving motivation of all c__onc..erned to insure that the loop wa? _ ES 
tightly closed around theenemY. before dark. ~ t-Ji:> t-\'i!... v tD uf21 VE. us A-"r l 1 M · 

On April 20th both 1/501 and 2/501 had sharp engagements, for a total of 7 US KIA and 
42 WIA, with an enemy assessment of 53 NVA KIA and 6 NVA POWs. We heard that the 
1/502, with the 1st Brigade, had moved from FSB Henry to FSB Bastogne. 

On the 21st we built our fourth cordon. The villages were Thon Thanh Trung and Thon 
Kim Doi, on the road seven kilometers southeast of Quang Dien, to which the 2/501 had 
moved its command post the day before. I will copy the S3 report of 22 June in its entirety. 

•Task Organization: 

2-501 Inf 
Co A 
Co B 
Co C 
Co D 

ARVN 
Black Panther Co, 1st ARVN Div 
5 PF plats 
222d RF Co 

"Initial tactical situation, scheme of maneuver (Diagram 1, next page) 

•on 21 April, in reaction to intelligence reports, Co C was conducting a RIF operation 
in the vicinity of the objective area. Contact was made initially at 1430 hours with an 
estimated squad-size enemy force (1). Co D, operating to the NE, was ordered to the 
area of contact as it became apparent that Co C ws in new contact with an estimated 
company of NV A. As Co C developed the situation and utilized artillery to support, Co 
D maneuvered into a blocking position to the NE (2). At approximately 1900 hours, Co 
A was combat assaulted to an LZ (3) on the NW of the village area. Co B was combat 
assaulted to an LZ (4) on the SW side of the village. The four companies firmly estab­
lished the cordon and occupied blocking positions as indicated on the diagram by 
2030 hrs. The area was illuminated continuously with a combination of artillery, heli­
copter, and USAF flare aircraft. Throughout the night, cordon elements received spo­
radic SA, AW, and RPG fire, as several unsuccessful attempts were made by the 
enemy to escape. 
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possibly VC, prisoner. I saw him pointing at the Screaming Eagle patch on a nearby 
trooper and I asked what he was saying. The interpreter's reply was, "He is saying that 
that little bird is real mean." So we built a little archway over the steps leading down into 

· our TOC and placed our new brigade slogan, "That Little Bird Is Real Mean," across the 
top of the arch. 

April 28th was the first day of the 2d Brigade's classic cordon at Phouc Yen. The next 
few days would show just how accurate was that VC commander's warning, and just how 
mean was that "little bird." 

I will copy the 22 June S3 report of that operation in its entirety, adding footnotes of my 
own. 

"Control Hqs: 1-501 lnf3 

"Task Organization: 

1-501 Inf 
Co A 
Co B 

D Co A 1-502 

ARVN 
1st ARVN Black Panther Co 
Three PF Platoons 
25 Catholic Militia4 

~\)\lu Co B 2-501 

i.1~ '!)-\I~ Co D 2-501 
~t ~I 

:\t.S 0 t0 "Intelligence: On 25 April 1968, an agent report indicated 50 NVA were located in the 
1
' "\\ G village of Phuoc Yen (YD679283). On 27 April 1968, another agent report indicated 2 
~ NV NVC companies were located in the vicinity of the village. 

~t-"'°"' v "Tactical situation, scheme of maneuver (Diagram, next page) 

~~~ \>NJi> "Based on the information mentioned above, and guidance from the CO 1-501 Inf, the 
V( . 1-'"'p. 1st ARVN Div Black Panther (BP) Co initiated a reconnaissance in force into the 
~ V~ ~ village from the north. At 281359 April, the BP Co received intense SA, AW, and RPG 

~ iD \( $,re from an estimated rifle company (1 ). The BP Co called for.ancLrecel'iacla.Jight fire. ~ fs.v,v.s 
,~\ n'1.!)7 team (LFT) to suppress the enemy fires.~ Because of the intense enemy fire coming ou 
~~~ from the village, it was estimated by the commander on the ground that he was oppos-

\ - / ing a battalion size enemy force. The CO, 2d Brigade, directed the CO, 1-501 Inf, to 
establish a cordon around the enemy force. A/1-502 was immediately inserted into an 
LZ to the east of the BP Co and established a blocking position (2). Co A/1-501 moved 
overland and established a blocking position to the west (3). Co B/2-501 conducted a 
combat assault at 1810 hrs and occupied a blocking position to the southeast of the 

3Ueutenant Colonel Jim I. Hunt had assumed command of the 1/501st at mid-morning, April 27th. 

4Hamlet militia (who unlike RF and PF received no pay but were farmers by day and fighters by night) were 
the last armed element down the scale of paramilitary forces. Responsible to the hamlet chief, they estab­
lished local security and saw to it that the VC guerrillas did not disturb the hamlet's peace at night. 
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village (4). At 1823 hrs Co N1-502 attacked south in an attempt to develop the situa­
tion, however their advance was met by intense enemy SA, AW, and RPG fire from the 
village. They then disengaged and returned to their original blocking positions on the 
left flank of the BP Co (2). Three PF platoons plus 25 Catholic Militia established 
blocking positions to the east (5 and 6) and shortly after dark all the units had joined 
their flanks and the cordon was established.5 

NExecution 'O uR.. S \.\! ~ 
) 

·ouring the night of 28 April, constant illumination was provided by CH-47 and UH-1 
f@reships. All units remained alert as 105mm, 155mm, and 8" howitzer rounds im-, 

5By now I had established an operating style for a cordon. The controlling battalion commander would be 
on the ground (or from time to time in a C&C helicopter as he saw fit) directing the units in contact and calling 
for specific air, artillery, and gunship support. In close touch with him, I would be in the air, and occasionally 
on the ground with him or his troops. I arranged the delivery of his reinforcements, insured his support, kept 
abreast by monitoring his command channel, and counseled him from time to time. 
Entries from the brigade journal for the 28th .. . 

"0904 From 101st: Lift for Black Panther Co has been approved. 
"0940 To DTOC: Cancel CA of ARVN Co. Will ford river [actually used footbridge] and move to objective. 
"1227 1-501: All elements of ARVN Co across river (a USMC captain, company advisor, was reporting) 
"1327 1-502: ARVN Co receiving sporadic fire. Estimate platoon to their front. Arty called. 
"1400 1-501: ARVN Co received 2 RPG and small arms fire. Request gunships, neg casualties. 
"1415 To DTOC: B/2-501 is immediate action force to cordon village of ARVN contact. A/1-502 opcon 

2117 Cav, assumes mission C/1-501 on An Lo bridge. 
"1445 To DTOC: Mission of A/1/502 changed. They will remain at Sally as IAF. 
"1456 1-501: Gunships left station at 1454 rs. ARVN Co have 1 KIA, 3 WIA. Now estimate Bn size force. 

Received 57 RR fire. ARVN FAC on station." 
A Co 1/502, commanded by Captain Terry Spiegelberg, former commander of the 2d Brigade headquarters 
company, was alone at Sally (the rest of the 1/502 was still with the 1st Brigade). It began its lift at 1716. 
Meanwhile, with A/1/501 moving to the position to which Jim Hunt had ordered it, I had been arranging the lift 
of B/21501. I had also taken Major De, Huong Tra district chief, to the village just across the Song Bo River 
from where A/1-502 was to go in, so that he could order three PF platoons to get down on the river bank and 
secure that sector of the cordon. (The Song Bo was the district boundary with Quang Dien.) Among other 
actions, I had Jim White, S-4, bring in concertina wire for the Black Panther Company to use in front of its 
position. From the brigade journal: 

"1803 1-501: Lift of A/1-502 complete. 
"181 O 1-501: 1st lift of B/2-501 abn at this time. 
"1825 1-501: A/1-502 has 1 KHA & 1 WHA. 
"1848 1-501: Last lift B/2-501 on LZ at 1847 hrs." 

At the A/1/502 LZ I briefed Terry Spiegelberg; Jim Hunt, by radio, then ordered him to attack along the river 
(see arrow on the left sketch, next page) to shrink the cordon. When resistance was too strong, Jim Hunt told 
Spiegelberg to break off the attack, recover his troops, and slice through to the river along a hedgerow. 
Meanwhile I took Major De to the village where he had obtained his PF platoons so that he could find hamlet 
militia to take care of the river bank for the more extended cordon. By nightfall he had the bank secured on 
his side of the river with three PF platoons and 25 or so hamlet militia, and Jim Hunt had that force on the radio 
though a US district advisor. 
It was getting dark for Terry Spiegelberg. I reached him on (as I remember) his company command frequency. 
I told him to look for my C&C helicopter overhead; that, to guide him in the growing darkness, I would fly at low 
level straight down a hedgerow to the river. I told him that his was the final element of the cordon and that 
when he reached the river he was to plant his men on the river bank and to put his men in two-man foxholes 
along the hedgerow no more than 10 meters apart , and that we would turn on the lights. He did all that, and 
we had a cordon, arms locked. 
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•The cordon was sealed throughout the night of 29 April under continuous illumination. 
Small arms and automatic weapons fire was exchanged during the night as the enemy 
attempted to find a gap in the friendly positions. At first light on 30 April, the BP Co 
again penetrated the village from the north. This action was met by strong enemy re­
sistance which hampered the company's advance. Artillery and tac air were placed on 
the enemy positions and by mid-afternoon the BP advanced toward the south against 
light enemy resistance. At 1718 hrs, because of other operational commitments, the 
BP Co was airlifted from the cordon to the city of Hue. Co B/1-501 conducted a combat 

0-'\)o<( assault to an LZ in the northern sector of the cordon and replaced the BP Co (10). 

~ ~ •Jn the early hours of 1 May, during a short break in the il_lumination? caused by tbe 
~ 00 \ tjme lapse between the expended flareship_9QLo.g off station and artille_i:y_illurni.o_alLon 

~~ l\ 1~ ~. being placed over the cordon, ,the enemy_ITLade_an all-out effort to _Q_enetrat~he ar~§. 
O~ r" ~v ~ied by Co A/1-502 _(7) .. This attack was repulsed by intense fire from SA and AW 

5 and by 0610 hrs, Co A reported that the enemy had withdrawn into the village. This 
~S 6~ effort by the enemy cost him 35 NVA KIA while A Co suffered 3 KHA, and 12 WHA. 

!Pt- ~rJ.,(;~ •At 0800 hrs a psychological warfare team began broadcasting appeals to surrender 
~~4~ ~{ which resulted in 16 NVA surrendering. Afterwards tac air and artillery fires were 

\,\. N\J D resumed and at 1330 hrs a CS [tear gas] grenade drop was climaxed by a TOT [for 
~ 1.f~(;) or- •time on target," or the simultaneous delivery of the massed fires of many batteries of 
~<tj ~vv ( artillery). At 1345 hrs, Co A/1-502 began to move south against light resistance. 
~ ~ tJ; During the afternoon friendly elements shifted their positions in order to tighten the 
~ ~~o ~ cordon and at 1600 hrs, Co B/2-501 relieved Co A/1-502 in place, and Co A/1-502 

~"~"' .~ f>-~ was extracted by helicopter to LZ Sally. 
y . 1b'. d-Oc.Y:> • 

iP',:JI ~ 1>~~ •The cordon, now consisting of A/1-501, B/1-501, A/2-501, D/2-501, 25 Catholic militia, 
i ~~ ~ and 3 PF platoons remained in place throughout the night of 1 May. Sporadic SA fire 

\ ~ ~ 0~11 bo was again exchanged as the enemy desperately attempted to find a way out. At first 
0 0~ \~ light of 2 May, Co A/2-501 and Co B/1-501 began moving south and were met by a 
t"~ ~ ~~ ?< heavy volume of SA and AW fire. The two companies held in place and called in 
~~"> ~c./O ~v\.,- artillery and tac air in an attempt to destroy the the enemy's well fortified positions. At 

0~ \ ~~ ~a, the end of the day, the cordon was maintained in the north by B/1-501 on the right 
~& _{J,;> ..Y (west) and A/2-501 on the left (east). Co A/1-501 composed the west flank of the cor-
~ rt,@JY iltA don while Co D/2-501 covered the south and the militia and 3 PF platoons the east. 
~ ~- C#~ 
\P~~1.'{ ·ouring the early morning hours of 3 May, the enemy made another futile attempt to 
~vi> ~;,s) break out of the cordon but was repulsed again by superior friendly fires. A 55 gallon 

vt>\\ \~,.( drum CS drop was made over the village from a CH-47 after which further appeals 
~ ~ ~ ~" were made by loudspeaker for the enemy to surrender. Companies B/1-501 and A/2-
~~ ~ \ t>'O • 501 made the final sweep of the village overcoming small pockets of resistance and 
<(.>'tl{-0 C}'°v completed the cordon operation. · 

~V 7My cot was just off the TOC where during the night I could hear the radio traffic. I had no trouble sleeping, 
but when the radio voice pitch rose because of urgency I would awake. Here tillU/,SCU-voices..raise.d..pit.Qh 
when the flareship departed and the enemy attacked. In minutes we resiOr'ediilumination, wit.IL~ .. - - -
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•Results: 

Friendly casualties: 8 US KHA and 44 US WHA 
2 ARVN KHA and 12 ARVN WHA 

Enemy losses: 429 NVA KHA, 107 NVA prisoners, 117 weapons captured." 

Also captured were the radios and signal operating instructions of the 8th Battalion, 90th 
NVA Regiment, which was totally eliminated in this action. 

The Second Brigade had executed a classic . 

\lDrt 'fO During the six days of this cordon operation, the rest of the brigade AO was also active. 
J: W ifPf The night of 28-29 April the 1/501 recon platoon sprung an ambush, 2 PF WIA, 5 NVA 

\) ~ \)\t.- KIA. That night ground surveillance radar on the LZ SallY. gerimeter several times de-
il~ li-l '\ tected '"enem~_tanks" to the disbelief, or alarm. of many; the 1/501 recon platoon repor!_ed S 

)~{l ·..Y( finding "tracks" the next day but that was the end of it.B ! he brigade journal reported J-.Jo nAc.,~ 
~ :'\ o0 General Barsanti slightly wounded in the leg, returned to duty. In the Cao Bang area, ND TA"' t<.S 

\P~~ "(\\~ ~ north of the An Lo bridge, the 2/17th Gav, reinforced, on May 1st had a sharp and well-
\))\'\\ ~ y..f.t supported contact that cost them 2 KIA and 26 WIA, with an enemy assessment of 82 
&i::i~~ #JIV-- NVA KIA. On 2 May D/1/501 sprung an ambush. The same day B/2/501 made contact 
-vJt ~ 0). with an estimated company, with 2 US WIA and 8 NVA killed by air. 

~\.! ~,1.,«\ 
~\~~ Then came another cordon. Documents captured at Phuoc Yen revealed that the 

\ro~ ~~i<. trapped 8th Battalion, 90th Regiment, had called for reinforcements to move into Ap Pho 
y} · ~~P- Nam, a hamlet two kilometers north of Phuoc Yen. The 2/501 st, its command post at 

0(f5> ~1 Quang Dien, began a cordon of that hamlet on May 3d. On May 4th the 1/502 returned 
~\ ~""~ 1(- from duty with the 1st Brigade, its CP replaced that of the 2/501 in Quang Dien, and the 
\P\ ~ t< { 1/502 took over the second day of the cordon. The sequence of the first day (sketch, next 

:tt-' ~ t\) ~~s't, ~ page)... . 
!'¢- \).,. ~<. 
~ ~ ti'Q ~ ~""\ (1) is a combat assault by B/2/501 at 1215 

. i c/'*' ~t- ~ (2) is heavy contact inside the ham let 
~ ~~t ~# t>~ (3) is where B Co withdrew, after contact 
1 ~~\ ~'<~ ~'' ·~ (4) is a C/2/501 combat assault 

(7) is A Co's sector of the cordon 
(8) is D Co's combat assault, 1700 
(9) is D Co's cordon sector 
(10) is C/1/501 's LZ 
(11) is C/1/501 's cordon sector 
(12) is 2/501 's recon platoon LZ 

k ~ \,(, ~ 1rv (5) is C Co's sector of developing cordon 
~ ~"- 11v' 'l'l (6) is an N1/502 combat assault, 1645 
~\)~ iJ~ ~\; 

S' J-' At (13), at 1910, the recon platoon completed the cordon. We were getting good at this. 
~\.le ~~ 

\)t:~ rl'. 
'V1v'? 

That night the enemy attempted to break out of the cordon, without success. On May 4th 
B/1/502 relieved D/2/501 and the 1/502d's recon platoon replaced that of 2/501. Artillery 
and 20 sorties of tac air pounded the enemy during the day, and illumination was over­
head the following night. The trapped enemy fired small arms and 60 mortars an·d tried 
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