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1 . It :has i.~ e.."1 bl'Q~1ii!~· tod~y at'tehtion i:;I::a-+. a !i1~llo:r· of :;rou:i:-- ~1a:.,'1d,. 
Hs.jor Jaclt (:., Jol'1,JH1on, Ccrr1tl~'idi~i€ vf:ficer- o! the 1:38th Mssru.tl t .l:!~icopt~~ 

' "" - - - -- ..I,: 1.; d 1,.....~ - . "' .... . ~ .::· .. . 1· -I.IC< , • l,-{.'O:w.:;1y •:;.t:i?,0!1S ur21:~ 3. se 1'.L-~.13 .(:Jt (;!,SVq-1:,J.J)!l. LO' ;,,_u~;r t:tlll"' ng w~a. l!JC-Y 1,lOt'"-..::L~1£ 
11.oura- ~f ~U. Jari-1-:lu:J l<.:~.~. · K~- iw·oro::fi:rtritcl-~ C43G t.our·~ t.f1at cl.at¢ ~u~ l!fmpj­
e.m.1& 11.Ur.h:tr 3: 1lOG:V),. ~:icz-:t:,"tr .~Jtr.ckl~ ne,ceaaj.td:-tinfr fie rapid, dep-art'UJ:<e. d'!' J,,.:tttJ,e 
·".JBS- ail:cr.:;ft. 6Jl. t ... l:ie a.;sei;tr...a<i . -Cm:m·~er nDrt.er , • rci~art... Sho::-tl;r " ifor· t,,.:.i!{e-,. 
off it· _be_Cai.1'e obv,icUl!I tu· ~.:J, in-ew 1:1t'.i;t ce-c'Wn g~:-:Jon~ei r..m. f..ll..:J· {;i"\)1,iud in¢lud;'... 
infi. }.:n,j'or Joh.naon that ·tfle- iip.t'~t'af't W;'1.t! not dt:rillll.C~ full powe.r atiJ ~~.t ~ 
c1~t:t<>?t _ lanc1inst was itJf:d;r~iWit. ; .l.?p~:ir,eitrfll"'ct:ilig. his ;y~in sa::fe-ty·Na.jo:r- J'oh..tla,:n ~::c­
~co$00: :~sclf' to the o;m,~.~T.µ._."rt~ :r10rtn~ qt.taek'.·1 .p1.aoed a,' Ct.',11 '!:o.-r ' m$li.col ?.;.a.. 
o:L~:t-ance and e scortiW t~~-·~~1.e1·g~;;lcy vr,JiicJ..c· \o .:tfa.a sc~-Q of .the. w:r:.~d::!!!f,-0 .. 
Re ±r.r.l.:;irl.ib.tely i:t.rt'..luated tfl:lo/ <..l:b~liii t~1-oll. of' the· .'i11j1l"l:'Ofl and took c<•mmSt.Bd ot 
tz'le 1•<jeeue (:ipe:ra:t..i.ou i;:1.st.~~1y 01'g',~...i:<.·:L1g - the. pQ!'sQ:.m.eJ. t1ho. , e:rQ i"sx1de::•'.U1f{ 
.::;.;;3~-dstanca; He t":rarsona;tli:J, t·~s;ti.S.too 5.n ~tracti~ one. crew· :::.f.l~iLOIO?' i'ro.:u. th.~ 
tt.;i;;;teJ 1-Tr•~Ckage· :'.'.Cf>ln4ti$. ffi<&t~:r;a ~'1,s hclicopta~ b.u:st · i.UCO · fl.srllBS;.;- _ i~~j O:l' 
.J ohrrao-n is cour~;:.1~()"~ts-- aet;l&lift.\ntl.: ¢0.oi, i:loci zj.. ve lead.ors.hip wa:i!'ef d$.r'iic·Uy ra-. 
sr;cn.sihl~ .for the :::~s">l,;;~r c--4f ;, 'th~- s·.t:.ume~ . :.:rncl injtD:·'3d gl"'ew: 211e;n.b~J3 .; 

~:; 1 I - . ~- • 

2. .U tl1out;h l i~ ·~Ji:ii.ll:' .tb' docm1..:i,n.t :fo_,!gr ~fohn.a-c1·1.~·~ Q'..c'bi cns, · 1:ri th t\ye-~ 
~:.11t.ness state:Jlants ±1T:tl!t my Cl'~""' {~he~r Ye?e zln:?ied anct sE!i!:;.i.-..:onsc;t9U-s f..Iui-•lrrg 
th~ 1'..:~pcua -i!tffcrt) Z. ikttal corturt ~t. s;;i::~· ~f ~:i0se invol1red in tj:i,~ ::-srJ.CU.e · 
wot\ld ~uiJ"::t211-t;.ia:te: .tl'1ill ·1aot.;J a.s 1;~1!'il';91' ~~uvG oe®. d<3soril;$d t£i !::lo. in order w 
!"~CO::ll:lS:d ~r~zj-O::t" J CbJil.SL~ fb:J:" . tXl-1: ?Ji,)'.11rc~{!-'i£tte "'\.1l!id..;_ ·- .. _ .. 
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18. N!u'lt"1ATIVE DESCRIPTION : (For all awards discribe in detail what individual 
did to warrant decoration . For _ valor . award . describe in detail the mission, 
t errain and weather , enemy conditions . and friendly casualties . (Use plain 
bond pape r for continuation s heet if necessary). 

At a..);~el:f --4:>; ~tats ·t.r the n.f&ht ~ Ji J~~ r "q 1 1968,, C ci.¥ ~atn.i6't' • 
- 'l Tl~~, \"~. ,. a~e. u.~ar a ~..,, ~~,. rcoket :l.'1;1\1 ~ .... 111 nrs . t°t{t£)""'. ·:~ he~ 
1L e '" ·tX..~k ~;!.11 Ut.UG ~ear iUre-J';l j; 1:.t 6)l ,., t. lf:t ~}}:iel · wmtaP ~rtii't a.U',;r::...f't, 
. ~-~c.uted a r.a.v-id r~~~t.t.e.n t~e: o.rt t"r~ 1tits rtlf!At. ~~.dl""cy 1<10si:t:um. ~ear 'the 
3rd a~ i~ ?':u • S~l.y. ~it.er t~ o1f it bt}~ aM 4:.or,;::it te e.crtJtin .e- t'sQ'n.1.el. 
cm the gro-..4.~- tnat t.r.e airc~f't- ~ tiff~ ..kcl!Ye~::i,m.,."' fill ~ ~t'" n:,., 1't ~ia.~ otr..u­
t . e. l SSt...n ?SS-a~e .,. . .t!.C(J.' ~lf..r" ~~~ .. - ·~ c~~""ti®.a,, ~ t..tlat a a:~ .J.a;-:..oew~ \fas 
fr-...m:.io.e~f.> . 4-a.,Jc'!' 1"o;);ef!.t. ~ . .. J'Q...~&;~, ;$...,,, t~~- .O f."ell'~~- ~l.kt!ll!",._. ,... ·oti$ of tbot< 
re.c<mi.:i ~ tl'.18 ~~ of th« :str.1¢~11 ~i~ ·raft.; ~ ~•d:h.tJ!~w ~ into ~(!t-ie~ 
"'-isrdgar~fng hlJ$ ~-a ;; ·~ sat~t,r~ · ~ ·Jfll" . h~ ~r_g«l -~ the bunP..er, 
·~ltmtQ;il; ex~$~ b~~el.f tG t.~ ~u.~ It.Q~ a:t:t ~1-t, ran to t~ m.~ 
· ,., ~r. r~ ~ r.~·ckl· . \~W~ tm ~!~~ }1!.i"~~l _ ~tile.: ~Jit~ 

.· 1~ • .r~t-a~ ~: -~~11:$ 1Pi~ -... ~:'""."~~ .~ · .. ~ - .F . bu.ti ~~i~~u:r t~jor 
J(:)hus.on e~orte4 thtl ,~~t>~~Y ~•tl-~le. t-& t.h ·cM• o..I. t '1:- . \'l!~e. £1..~ut · 
to the en5.n .sc-~ a l!O•t ~Mi a Jt:.~ t · 1 -~r~ . .,. -_ -. ~r ;JQ~p; ' s 

. i-ele-.. 1~~W'f,."" '~ h fl!:~Q-~¢ _ " ti . ~ .Y~ -~ · ~~ ~n ~ ·t dO-;lf'.-" . ' 
~raft., ~o~ tm ¢r&J.!Jh S<:l~ • ..; ·~ Jr;f.in~ ~1atre.>l)' ~al..uat~ the 
~:pc:nd.tiiPn. Q.t the . !nj~ ~- t~~ 'C«'~ r>t ~· NK~ o~~ · -~~ • . :hl$~tls 
~r~;:t~ h"1g the ~J'~~l. +"be~ · r~~ u~t!tattc.e. "' _. ~nsl.1.:,.r a~erist.\.:.~ 
-fn extr aet-i!'lg Q..-.,.. ¢t - * '· .. · ~it t:· . M3 ·tt ~~ 1 ea · ~ ·t$. ·~tor~ 
the- beli~tr~av t.i\tl."!tt · · to t~ . • 1'JJ. t~.e Al · ~ · · _ · ~t~ ~~s ~!"~ re.s.c"t.."e 
"" ~&l t'ttl.st~. to l-~ j(tl!" 9h:t~~ tllat. ~ t@~t & t!l~ ~r._;,.,•t). ;:~ >St.ill 
a.L~~ ~ . m."t.Jr~ -....~~- 1b<t -~ "'-"bM f?~~ ~ll the. ~th~ ~;1~tie 
~al 11{, · ~kl.y ev: ~w ~- tl.l~ ~~··• v.af~ . * ~~ . !Ol:m.no:1~ · - : l}~li 4th~r ~ 
1'. ·~~ to s*f&re . to--r t ._ ,· , fjfth . _ .. _t'· -~ !4 · . •itly ~itu tbs ·f'irR- d 

. ~~ ~tt~ dx-ov~ · .. . · ki .~+-t.at-* r?.,.JtJr.-lr.l r~«t., ~d ~ ¢s 
ttJ tJ.,.,_ , . ks&el' ~ Qn·i .. ·· · ·~ ·'·. ~a t~htJ-r «rt~. ~~ -~. qib~ did 
~ajar ..IQfm~n ~.,~ .. " '.· - -~ · ~- . :~~ut t.he ~tit'$ ~ · ~4e fJI: ~1t~t-a 
.,. ..... ~ .. ,..... -~ .... , - .... ·::..~ d\.'1> .· :.'.'1.·-""•f·_~,, ~,,. .... ,..,~ ~.,_,. .\'-~~ ....... ~41t. .il;t+. .... . ,;, ...... -. -.1~-
~.i.-v.- ' ·.. 4, ~\..~~ - ~ ,.,,_....,. -~~~~...,:_..-.y ., ~·11ii!i '"' 4'J.V ~~ ~ .,.., ...._~ .... _i;.£. -ft'~}v·~- . ..._.,,...~·.iY-.;t,.:i~ 

~ ~~~rb · O-ltt:st¥ic1 ~-, ~~~~ ii~ · • .~ l4· tr.ll~ · : ~ · . . ~""'d. tor 
fth Q.. :~rsonal. ,!-ety' ~ .. Jar- -.;~~~ c:.b.rff~ to ~ . . .. vue t~ ~ ~~ : 
;::ajor- J6bn:50n 1'l:f ~Q"~ll!S ~t:~!J ~;;4 ~ >:1 ·· $ -t _ . ~~ ·r'-~'P ·. · · :. . t .Lj' i 
rsit~~~ib-le "'o:r ~ ~&~ e:t -~ ~t ~~ ~ d · tr~~ ~~ - ~- . .. ~o;t" I 
Jot ~:n '~ ~idrul. ;c;~t"c l'n:U.:.:.a.~i~i\l ~~ ~ -~ -~ . · · , 41 · t.~ 4tld. •t t:~ ~ ~&rie«n . ·1· 

tt,.$t:U'.g man ts @~ · $ind .ra:r~t. ..,. ;t ,~n~•i<U:t tit; ·· ,~ ;'.:~ ·:t;, ~41 t~ · 
Unit.ea ··~-- Jm1. ! 

RECOI•Uv;END!iTION OF TH.RU_ COBl·L'l.ND: I 
IIBCOM!-IBNDED ' -- -~- - -!_ ~'\. PPH.OVJ'J, \ .. .'. DISI.PPROV i1L ~-- -···· OTHER 1· 1--_ __ __;,;;,=:.:::;.;.________:___::_ ________ ---j-. 
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PROPOSED crrATIO FOR THE SILVER STA.rt 

BY DIHECTIOi\l OF THE PRESIDENT, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE ACT OF CONGRESS, 

APPROVED 9 JULY 1918, A SILVER STAR F'OR GALLANTRY L~ AGrION TrJ1IIIE ENGAGED IN 

MILITARY OPERATIONS AGATI>JST AN ARMED HOSTIIE FORCE IN TRE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

IS .A\~ARDED TO: 

MAJOR J AvK O. JOHNSON, Q"/7484, ARTILLERY, UNlTED STATES ARMY, WHO DIST­

L"IJGUJ:;.,fiED HIMSELF BY ~'lXCEPI'IONALLY VALOROUS AC'TIOlJS ON :;ll. .JANUARY; 1968. AT 

APPRDXIMATELY 0430 HOURS CAMP RAINIER, DAU TIENG, RffiPUBUC OF V:USTNAM, CJ\.ME 

UNDFJl A HEAVY iORTAR, ROCKET, AND SMAU. A~JS ATTACK. WHEN THE ATTACK BEGM 

THE ASSiillIBD COUNTER MORTAR AIRCRAFT E:'"JtCDT.ED A RAPID REACTIOJ!l TAKE OFF FRCM 

ITS ~'IGHT STAND-BY POSITION. SHORTLY AF'l'l!iR TAKE-OFF' IT BECAME OBVIOUS ·ro 

MAJ CR JOHNSON THAT THE AIRGIW?'r 11AS or DEVELOPING FULL PO:.;ER) AND THAT A 

CRASH iliJDING 'WAS nnt.INENT . DISHEGARDING HIS <l<'N P1~RSONAL SA,F'ETY, BE !MMEDI­

A'l"ELY WEHT Il.JTO ACTION. MAJOR JOHNSON EMERGED FRQtl THE BUNKER, VOLUNTARILY 

EXPOSTitIG HIM.SEIF TO THE C01f.I'INUING !!:.'URTAR ATTACK, RAN TO THE MEDICAL BUNKER, 

RA,u:rn:n AND '::UIGKLY BRIEFED THE MEDICAL P8RSONN3L REGA..TIDING THE SITUATION. 

I<iORT ARS AND ROCKE'fS WERE EXPLODING EVERYWHEliE Bv"'T U tt-SSIT iTh'TLY MAJOR JOHNSON 

ESCOHTED THE EMERGENCY VEHICIE TO THE SCElilE OF THE WRECKAGE . EN11.0UTE TO THE 

CRASH SCENE A ROCKET I.A!'IDEtl A MERE FIFTY ivlETEHS FROi-I UJOR JOHI~SON 1$ VEHICIB .. 

tJ1IDAu1li.'ED, ' HE TI STRUCTED TIIB DRIVER TO CONTINUE ON 'l'O THE DCl'fiiED AIRCRA.t<""'T .. 

REACH1..il1G TH& CHASH SITE , MAJOR JDHNSON IM1-1EDIATELY EVAllJATED THE DISPOSITION 

OF THE INJUF.ED AND TOOK CQiJ.1.'lA!ID OF THE RESCUE OPERATION, INSTANTLY ORGAJITZING 

THE PERSONNEL vmo ~ERE Rfilj1JERING ASSISTANCE . HE PERS~ ALLY ASSIST.ED IN EX­

TR; G'TING ONE CREW 1EMBER •• ROM THE 'l'W'ISTED ~'!ftECKAGE, ONLY MCMENTS BEFORE THffi 

I -



n""!iI.!CC?1'..!2 BC?..:>T I:?l"O JUlfil;:,., i\3 TH3 .U.'1Crt.l.7"' ..,~if.S? IllTO ?L\ME.:J, T5E RCSCUE 

?.::... ~C1i)JBL RJ.Li\'.F-'....D TO • J1J .; "!Il:S~ l TH. T ~5EY 'l'l!COOBT A ?In I BRSC1 : '.\3 STILL 

..BOA.W THE 3l'?.tl:JC . ilfil\#K; CE. TH8 :?I.&ZS a]iJ HIGI15.t1 AlID ALL T$ Ol'!1ER cm 

.. ~.:S · ..... NBL ·~UI0Kl.Z lVJ.\;U, T3;) T:'lE ~C&~, 0 .aJOR JOH? so . A.Un ONB CYrHBR =· 

;:;:::;~~ TO SZ~1C3 ~on THE FL""<'TH 1A!V, SE.ARCHDrG 'i'S"7E.dA.l'iTt7 lTh ~THE IRE ID 

~?I.OD . ~G fillITI'IC~ OROV- H:i:.f TO -3.ET!m.\T • \JCR JOHNSON 'S vOURAGECUS 0'1'101-1 

Al _;ooL JEC:JIV;!J !EAD.EiiSi.U:? 1ERE DIREi..~LY :GSPCr:S:mra OR Trl!5 ?.?a:i-:T..13 OF TEE 

3TUN! 3D \.iD .:...1JUF..!JD 0RE':'l ~1FlfilERS. iUJCR J ffii30! '5 ACTIOIJ'S ~JEP.E DIDIC.\TIVE OF 

H!S ...... RSOi.IAL ... u •• T133 Af}) OF ·rm .1.~:!ERI~AN FIGHTn:G ~· 
0 IS lCTio~s 

. : . .=RS :..'J ~?:C~G :vITH Tffi rtl.GHE::>T ·~ DITIONS OF THE ~. ILlT A1.1Y 3ERVIC--.8 . m HEFL'SL;T 

Gi.1E.ii~' "RE ... TI UPOU HJMS?.T,..• , HD UNIT, .\iID THE mrr.rso ~T.lTES A.11'1! . 
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At '"' 0~11ately C4JC hours on )J. January' 196.8, camp 3ainier I Dau ieng 
c e und~r he V<J mortar; l"Ocket, a.""ld small arms fire. ·little Bear ircra.tt, 
th& assign~d counter lllQrtar airc~att~ crashed hi.le making a rapid de"Qarture 

Dau Tien ir!ield.. · jor Johnson being aware of the cr•sh quickly de­
s:arted the saf .... t;r 0£ his bunker and ran to the medical. aid cunk~r. . !ter 
quic!r..17 brief-1...n3 the medical person:."le'.l !le proceeded to accompany them to the 
crash site. Enroute a. rocket bit a :ere f'i!ty eters from 4·~ajor Johnson 1

;;;i 

vehi ... le. · ithout Nga.rd !or his own safety he continued on to the crash ight. 
:?On reaching the scene of the wrecKage ciajor Johnson quickly ssessed vhe 
s ituatlon and be"'an organizing and directing the rescue operation. -:a.jor 
.:or.nson assisted in pulling one of the injured crew members from t.~1e twist d 
.1reckage only seconds before the aircraft, burst. into flames.. Jome or the 
:::-escue per sonn l -Wld ~;lja:i;> Johnson that they belie-ved a filth }Breon was 
still aboard the burn:ine wreckage. ll the other rescue persormel nad de­
')ar t--d the rea 11then the shi;:i burst into !lames but l:.a~or Johnson remained 
to look for the 1ii'th ;erson. ::at until the int nse heat and exploding am­
~unition forced ~]ljor Johnson away from the aircraft did he eiv up his search. 
To avoid ceiDg :1it by the explodi..'lg ammunition .. ~:ajor Johnson jumped into 
ditch 1 '"~ere he s~r.t. many long minutes. ~jor Johnson's cool ecisi ve lend-
. rship and exce !Jtion .... J. heroism. were directly res_fX:ln.sible for the rescue o ... the 
injured crew members. His actions were· in keeping with the :1irzhest traditions 
of the m:tlic ry ervice and refl~ct geat credit upon himself, his unit, .3!ld 
the Lnited States Army. 

:~AL R ~ •T ~i.m:a 

S?4, RA.11424712 


