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"IN(~f))llNf~" 
APRIL 1998 NEWSLETTER 

lOlST AIRBORNE DIVISION VIETNAM VETERANS 
PO BOX 5614 DOTHAN, AL 36302 

PRESIDENT: c1D1 JOINER 
TELE/FAX 

THE REUNION IS GETl'ING CLOSE 
PIAN ON MAKING IT !!!!!!!! 



Mid Air by JIU Cnbbe 
Dedicated to (Lt James R Poggc:mcya") BDd (SP4 Douglas Noel) 

On 7/31103, Tuy Haa. Viet Nam the 188" &'ISBUlthelicopter company was supporting American mdK.oreaninfimtry in the ceotral highlands of 
Viet Nam 

My name is Bill Crabbe BDd I served as a door gwmel" in the r platoon fiom 11/66 to 11/67. I was part of the original 82 .. Aiibome Division 
infamy division out of Fort Bragg. North Carolina who vohmtcered to go the 188• bound for VJ.et Nam. The evcoiog of7/31/67 the T' platoon 
was getting ready~ a day of flying assauh missions aod re-supply to attmd the bir1hday party ofSP4 Doug Crain fiom the gun ship pWooo. at 
the .ad club. Doug was also ooe of the original 82 .. Aiibome Divisim volunteers. As ooe \WJUld expect we were a vay close knit group with esprit 
de cup BDd t.othelhood. Buddy Fetner was the first of our group to be killed in actim BDd it impacted mm all at Wl}'ing degrees. For the most 
part we grieved as a first stage BDd then we graduated to revenge. Everyme was excited to have 90IDdhing to celebrate Ed looked forward to get­
ting to the EM club across fiom the flight line. It was Crain's 21st birthday aod we all pJamed to make it the best damned party we possibly could 
i.e.~ we \1laC going to get fallen down drunk. Afta a day of flying we "MJUld all shower aod change to our evcoiog party uoifocm.. In the midst of 
the jubilance our patooo sergema eWred our hooch BDd needed a whm.fa:I" to fly gwmel" m a night mission over the river not far fum Tuy Hoa. 
Charlie used the river to move troops BDd supplies to support their guerrilla war against the American BDd Korean troops in the area Since most of 
the celebrators had left for the .ad club aod I had flown this missim seven! limes before I was dected to fly the mission. Needless to say my mood 
had taken a 1 ~ degree tum as I trudged off to the flight line to find the slick I was assigrwl to fly. To my surpise Lt P0@8Clueya- was MSignOO to 
fly left seat All flight crews who flew with him knew him to be ooe of the "good pilots". He was safety conscious. pofessiooal aod had our Wr 

spect. As I indicated I had flown this mission many limes aod eiccept for flying at night. which always ratcheted up the intensity of the mission. it 
was fairly routine. We flew at a high altitude compared to assault aod re-supply missions aod basically threw flares. The flares were hooked to a 
ring m the ship floor via a line. The gunner's job was to toss the flares out the door that \WJUld pull the pin. When the pin was pulled a few feet 
below the ship a parachute \WJUld dq>loy aod the flare \WJUld be ignited. 
It "MJUld light up the river aod the gun ships \WJUld look for enemy movement. 
As I was prepming the flares BDd setting up the guns Lt Poggaoeyer hesled toward Headquarters. Upm his retum be was aau•qmied by Doug 
Noel. Noel was a SP4 who was a supply clerk in the aimpaoy. I was smpised when Poggey asked me ifNoel oould fly in my pJace as door gwmel" 

aod if I "MJUld show him how to throw out the flares properly. 
My first reaction was ooe of cmcem since Noel had no combat experience nor was be qualified man M60. I asked Poggey if be thought this 

was a good idea since I was reluctad to n:1iJJquish the crew to a sun>lY clerk. It became clear 1hat Poggey BDd Noel \1laC home town fi:ieuds IDl 
were ma first name basis. Lt Poggemeyer told me that they were home town buddy's that Wf:d: to High School~ Ed be pmnixd Noel be 
could fly door gwmel". Since this was routine flare missim \WJUld I let Noel fly in my place? It occm:n:d to me that I could go to the Crain's birth­
day party 90 I relented and gave Noel a short block of inslruclions m firing a maclJine gun BDd tossing flares. I got him suital up in bullet poof 
plate, Oax YeSt. BDd be1mct. Lt Poggc:mc:ycr said be awed me ooe and they took off. 

I hesled over to the .ad club where I fcxmd Crain's birthday bash going full steam I~ to play catch-up because it was blataotly obvi­
ous that I was far behind as far as imbibing and celelntiog. To be honest I don't remember much about the party but I do recall my 111Jbnatic pilot 
kicking in as I slaggcred toward the 188• area specifically the 2 .. platoon. As I got close to the hooch I did notice that the T' platoon hooch had its 
lights on. Even in my condition I knew it was aftfl' lights out. As I entered the hooch evay single man in the platoon was sitting m the end of1hell 
cots with thm eyes in shock looking at me. I asked out loud what the bell was going m and 90IDChody said your dead I responded the bell I am. 
That is when I was told 1hat the two aews who went m the flare mission had a mid air collisicn with all eight crew members killed. 

Thirty Five years lata" I fcxmd the Black Widow web site BDd cmtacted Dick DdnL We talked at some 1mgth since we were both in the same 
platoon. We Wf:d: through the KIA list when Dick asked ifl remembeR.d anything about the mid Air in Tuy Hoa.. As it turned out Doug Noel's 
family could never uoderstaod how Doug had been killed in a Helicopta- flying a nigta mission. I coommnX:atol the facts to Dick who informed 
the family. The respoose of the family was reported in last year's newsletta"wbich was grateful to finally understand how Doug met with his fate. 

Shopping Spree Gone Bad- Dick Detra 
From June 1967 tkoogh M.-dt 1968. the company had already been a part of some of the heaviest fighting of the VJCtnam War:. Haa:s we will 

never forget .. . Pim Hiq>, the Horseshoe, hon Triangle, Song Be, the Rung Sat Special Zooe with Seal Team One, Fire Support Base Bmt close to 
being ovaroo. the Tet'68 Commnnistotrensive,Ap Cho, CuChi City lllldFOB TayWmhEast with ~ect:RapidFire'sB-36 along the Cambo­
dian border. The good ncws ... ifyou oould believe it. was that the aimpaoy was in the process of a Pennanem Change of Station move north to IZ 
Sally ... seven miles north of Hue. The siege of Hue and Khe Salm was ow:r BDd thel88• would 90m be SUAJOltiug the 2 .. Brigade, 101" Aiibome 
Division. cmnnanded by LTC Jolm Cushman. 

On Maldl 13, 1967 Spider crew cllie( Sp'5 Tom "Black Bart" Bartle9m was in chmge of a "\Wik detail loading pellets m Air Fon:e C-130 air­
aaft for the 450 mile flight north to I Ccxps. He worked us late and by the time we finally finished up Black Bart. SP-4 's Bill Soodey, Joe Bo)'d, 
Demris "Point" Piapoint BDd Dick "<lleuy Boy" Detra were tired, hot. thirsty and hungry. Bart invited mover to his hooch to drink some beer aod 
to feast m some C's be had slashed. We were feeling no pein by the time we finished up all the beer but still hungry. 
Even though it was late Point and Bill Soodey said they knew where we oould get some beer and C mtioos. We piled into the gun platoon's% ton 
truck with Bart behind the wheel and drove across the active nmway towards the north end of Camp Rainier. Little did we know that m several 
previous trips Point BDd Bill had appopriated over thirty cases of C's fiom this same motor pool BDd there hadn't been any guards. That wuuld 
(Cm'tpage 11) ... 

WlTIIOUT AN UNDERSTANING OF OUR PAST, 1HERE IS Lil1LE HOPE FOR 
OURFUIURE! wrmour OUR INVOLVEMENT IN TIIE TIIINGS OF TIIE 
PRESENT, WE ARE CONDEMNING OUR CHIIDREN TO AN ATIEMPI' TO 
SOLVE TIIE PROBLEMS TIIAT WE CREATED. WE CAN TUNE our, TIJRN 
OFF AND DROP Our .. . Bur TIIAT IS TIIE COWARD'S WAY. Get involvedl 
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Black Widow 49 (April 1971) 
John Fair,jtexfim@tstar,net writes: Are you in contact with any of the crews that CA'd A Co. 2/501, IOI st, Apr. 12, 1971? We were flown into 
an extremely hot IZ, suffered about 75% casualties, & were e:xtracted out by Black Widows also. We threw a party for them when most got out 
of the hospital & returned to Co. AO in Phu Bai I have an original Black. Widow 49 patch that I ripped off one of the guys at the party. I would 
not be alive today along with 29 other people from our platoon, had it not been for the courageous ( crazy?)Black Widows. We were CA's into a 
Battalion slled NV A base camp in the Asbau, not far from FB Bastogne & Vegel I would like to contact any of the guys that were inwlved in 
this CA ifpossibJe. Thanks for your help. John Fair, Sr. Vice Cmdr., Dept ofTexas VFW 

Those Who Served ... 
One of our BW brotbecs played an NV A soldier in the movie "The Gn:en Beret". He was punched out by John Wayne at the hidge in one 

scene. He's a good friend and keeps in touch and a likeable cuss if there ever was one. He got serious on me recently after a comment I made 
about a poem he had forwanled to me! I liked what he had to say, and I think that you will also. Thanks Neil Jocsing for lowering the boom! 

"Dear RAG, There are those that serve and those that write about those that served. I don't have any problem with those that write, as long as 
they do it respectfully. A very good friend of mine (we were drill sergeants together) was in the IaDrang. In 1967 I went to OCS and he went to 
the 2Dl of the 7th (Gary Owen). For years he was after me to go to his reunion with him (They get together every Veteran's Day in Alexandria, 
VA). Finally he lent me his copy of "We were soldiers once and young•. I was crying at the end of the book; I now recommend it to eve.cyone 
that asks me about Vietnam. 

In 1998 I went with him to his reunion and it was an over whelming emotional experimce. These guys came to this reunion in wheelchairs, on 
crutches and with canes or crutch canes. There was no pity here, there was no blame being laid, these guys were just glad to be alive and wanted 
to share their love for life and their respect for their fallen comrades with each other. It was at that reunion that I learned that my friend's ccmpany 
had gone into the Valley with 106 men in the field on the morning report. Eleven men walked out My fiiend's platoon went into the field with 
twenty-four men and he was the only one that wa.lk:ed out 

The second morning we all gathered at the wall at 0530. At 0600 the Color Guard from the 1st cavalry Division at Fort Hood posted the Colors 
and Ret LTG Hal Moore and Joe Galloway began to read the Honor-Roll (I don't recall now exactly how many names they read that morning (I 
think 365), they are all on the same panel). I stood there looking around at about 160 to 180 men, women and children gathered there and almost 
all of them were crying. hugging and/or consoling each other. 

After the reunion I read the book a second time because now I could put faces on the names of the of the people in the book. When the movie 
came out I bought it and think it was well done, however the movie only focuses on the 1st of the 7th and ends when the relief arrives. There was 
a whole other battle after LTC Moore's battalion was extracted It was that battle that my friend was involved in. 

There was also a large group of aviators there (many VHP A members), these were the aviation units that took: them in, supported them while 
they were there and brought them out 

New topic: For Christmas Linda got me the "Band of Brothers" tapes. I had seen the series and remarked that the IOI st was the unit I had 
served with in VN and she bought it for me. 

Richard, I hope all is well with you and that you had a good Christmas.. I pray that the •c• is still in remission. Linda and I are planning to be in 
Dallas this July and hope to see you there. Take care and God Bless! Wannest Thoughts, Neil 
(Neil, I could not agree with you more! "We Were Soldiers" was great I rented it a couple of times, then bought it and have watched it several 
times since. No flmhbacks for me, just pide in knowing that I sened with the same kind of guys when I was in Nam. As for the "c" in remis­
sion.It is not in rei:niimoo, it is gone. Prayer wmks! God heals! AS for "Band of Brother.;" I have not seen it yet. Maybe I should God bless! 

Another Assodldion To .Join 
(Editor's Note: rm not rure I ~ all I know about this, but Dick Detra wants to be rure that everyone knows of the opportunity to join the 
SOA So here is his message to me. If you are interested in joining, or helping those that want to join the SOA, contact Dick Detra. Contact info is 
on the roster.) 

Message read<; as follows: Ted Alley, Ron Carpenter, Jeff VonBeltz and I have been accepted into the SOA Jeff had submitted his Silva- Star 
statement that mentioned the team and Laos in the statement He was turned down at first and just yesterday accepted. Frank Linster and Sam 
Smith are having problems obtaining the right docwnentatioo for getting accepted. Sam sent in his DF:C statement and orders with the names of 
other C/10 I guys who were in the company at the same time. He has three guys who can verify that he was in the ccmpany and on CCN missions. 
They would not accept Frank's flight records as pooL.Frank told me as much. I told Sam and Jeff to go through the National Archives and get the 
IOI st AB Daily Jomnals for cno1 for the time frame they were in the ccmpany. Our C/101 guys are having problems proving that they were on 
the CCN missions into Laos. I can only confirm to the SOA that 'IM!oever is filling out an SOA application is a cmrent member in our BW Ass. 
which helps. We need to address this in the newsletter so that the C/IOlmemba's and commanders who may still have copies of docmnentation 

Notice. Week of tile Eagles, 2004 
To troopers of the 2d Brigade, IOI st Airborne Division, 1967-68 (l/50 I Int: 2/501 Int: 1/502 Int: and Bde HHC) 
The IOlstAbn Div (Air Aslt) is expecting to return from haq to Fort Campbell in about March 2004 and is mak­
ing plam for a WOE celebration 14-19 June. We are organizing a WOE Reunion of the 2d Brigade. Schedule: 
Thu 17 Jun: Assemble Holiday Inn, Oak Grove, KY; supper as desired Fri. 18 Jun: Morning, division review, 
bmracks tour; lunch Bde Mess Hall Afternoon- 2d Bde veterans barbecue at Jim Hallmns' farm; Evening- IOlst 
Abn Div Normandy Banquet in Field House Sat 19 Jun: Super Saturday, Campbell Army Airfield; Evening: 2d 
Bde dimer, Holiday Inn. Call 877-439-0022 ASAP for 3 nights at the Holiday Inn Express. Mention 92d Brigade• 
for special rate of $75.00 per night HHC & 2/501, contact Jun Hallmnsl2£ ~ 
1/501 contact Jun Hunt: Jack Justice: 

Isl John H Cushman, Lt Gen Rel; Cdr 2d Bde/101, '67-68 
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from Nam and can help verify who is eligible.. We need to know what teams they supported and dates of that support. The t.eam members ofCCN 
must remember the Black. Widows. we are mentioned in the book SOG. Sam Smith bas three guys who will verify that he flew CCN JU I don't 
know ifhe's been aaiepted yet. Please write something up fur C/101 to get the word out in our next newsletter. I have all the documemation fir OW' 

l 88th guys and have the AAR's from Rapid FU'C V, morning reports and Daily Jomnals fur the 269th and 308th CAB's. I can verify and sponsor the 
l 88th guys who were up at Tay Ninh East with us and want to join but I really feel badly that I can't help the C/l 0 I guys. Please help me out with 
this problem. Another question Rag. do you know where we can get oopies of our DA bro 759 Oigbt reoords? Rm Carpemer and I want to get 
oopies of our Oigbt hours. They were not in our personnel files. I have copied those who's names are mentioned. Jeff and Sam._ would it be OK 
with you if we pint your awank statements in the nect newsletter. I have a oopy of Sam's but would need Jeft's. I am SU'C that all the brothers in 
the BW Ass. would love to read them. Clear right! Dick Detra" 

Operatiom Rapid Fare V 
1 From December 8, 1967 tt.uugb January 24, 1968 vohmteers from the 1886 AHC "Black. Widows" and "Spider" gunships povided tactical air 
movement and close-in fire support fur teams A-361 and A-362, under the oommand and oontrol ofDetadimem B-36 of the S- Special Forces 
Group, oommanded by Major Bo Grit?- Special Task Force Rapid Frre was under the oontrol ofll Field Force and dming its existence povided 
intelligeoce infirmatioo dming a total of nine Rapid Fire operations in the m Corps Area of Operations and Cambodia. A-361, call sign Marauder, 
was oommanded by SFC Bernie Newman and A-362, call sign Maw:ridc, was oommanded by Captain Stanley Krasnoff: This partiwl• operation 
was fur the purpose of gathering inteUigeoce on VC/NV A movements across the Cambodian border northwest of Tay N"mh in the fishhook area of 
War Zone "C" where the Varn Co Dong River serves as the border between Cambodia and Vietnam. The 1886 oommitted five UH-IH slides. one 
Command and Cootrol (cac) and three UH-IC gunships (heavy fire t.eam) daily for this operation. The Forward Operating Base (FOB) was set up 
at Tay N"mh East airfield B-36 presem:d all the Oigbt aews with their roveted red. white and blue scarfs that we wore with great pide. 

Utilizing low level insertions at first light. teams from A-361 and A-362 were inserted imo multiple IZ's in AO's Be.-, MOlll}JOSC and Cub to 
preclude the Viet Cong pinpoid:ing their exact location and strength. By the close of Rapid Frre V the 18&* bad flown 45 separate airmobile opera­
tions ranging from single ship insertions and ooractions to multiple ship operations. Types of missions included, ambush, im:rdict VC and capbR 
POW's and docwneots, area lL'ISCSSIDCllt, reooo, aerial observation-targets of opportunity, armed aerial recon to~ targets of opportunity, do­
stroy bridges, searclt fur caches and B-52 bomb damage assessment. POW's were ~at FOB Tay N"mh East fur immediate useable infor-

1 mation and then evaaaed to Company" A" headquarters in Bien &a. Smie of the capUed documents were of such importaooe that they were 
flown directly to Wasbiogtoo D.C. This intelligence was crucial because of the '1>00"1ing Tet'68 communist offunsive. 

The 188* flew a total of 1,185 sorties and 621 flying hours in support of Rapid Fire V. The 18&* killed 36 VC, wounded 3, captured 3, and do­
stroyed two VC vehicles and tm:e bridges. Corporal Ron Carpellter, Sp'4 John Newoomer, Captain Gerald Dobt, Sp'4 TIDI Wmgerd lDf Wammt 
Officer Wes Gager were wounded. and eleven helicopters were hit by ground fire; of these, tm:e were totally destroyed on the ground 

Sp'4 Ruiz (A-362), Sgt. David R. Simmons (A-361), Sp'4 Theodore Taylor Jr. (A-361) and Pvt. Frank Taboada (A-362) were killed in action 
along with ten Khmer Serci Cambodian mercenaries. The after action report stated that 47 Special Forces soldiers and 56 Cambodians were 
wounded in action m.ing Rapid Fire V. Enemy losses were 139 killed, 41 wounded and 11 POW's captmed. 

SFC Bernie Newman said. "that B-36, Project Rapid Fire., was the last bare knuckle outfit in the Army, if that was the case, then the 18&* was 
the last bare knudde aviation oompany the Army bad" The teams agreed that the I 886 ~e B-36 the best helicopter support they ever experi­
enoed. Those of )QI who remember vohmteering fur this Top Secret operation and were up at Tay N"mh East airfidd are eligible to join the Special 
Operations Association. If you are imerested in joining get in touch with me and ru help guide you through the application process. Dick Detra. 

(Cootinued from Page 9) Sltopping Spree Gone Bad - Dick Detra 
not be the case tonight. We bought two cases ofw.-m beer from a friend at the artillery company and drank a few more befure heading over to the 

motor pool. 

I Around 11 :00 pm Blade Bart drove into the isa lnfimtry Division S&T motor pool and badced the'% ton up to the pallets ofC rations. Everyone 
except Poim, who was sitting in the ftoot seat, jumped out of the truck. We were watching Bart as he tore away the potect:ive cardboard covering 
on the cases when out of nowhere a security guard yelled, "BAL 11" Bart immediately bolted as the guard fired two warning shots into the air, in 
hopes of getting him to bait. Bill Sondey, Joe Boyd and I fiozc ... extending our arms over our heads. Poim, who hadn't been spotted by the guard, 
slouched down flat on the fioot seat and waited. We pleaded with the guard not to arrest us ••• that we only wanted some C's to eat, but he wasn't 
going fur it. He marched us over to the motor pool office and baned us over to the officer in charge who then called the 18&* orderly room. 

Rising up off the seat. Poila watched as his buddies eD:aed the motor pool office. As soon as we were out of sight. he fired up the truck: and with 
the headlights off drove slowly out of the motor pool. Hoping that his buddies wouldn't give him up, he drove bade across the active nmway to the 
oompany area. Trying not to <kaw any attm:ion Point parked the truck: down the road from the orderly room and made his way bade tlrougb the 
company area to his hooch, p under the oovers whae he waited and finally passed out. 

Blade Bart never stopped nmning. Wearing a blue sweatshirt with Panama written across the :front, cliedceml shorts and tennis shoes, he dlarged 
througb the motor pool's perimeter ooooertioa wire like it wasn't there. Cut up and bleeding from his encounter in the wire he kept ruming bade 
along the road. As he aossed to the other side of the active runway he looked bade just in time to see a C-130 touching down on the nnway close 
to where he bad just been. As he staggered tt.uugb the shadows in the oompany area he ttipped over some piss tubes (round phmic tubes driven 
deep into the ground at ao angle and used by the soldiers to urinate in) aJUing up both of his shins. He picked himself up off the mine soaked 
ground and moved on. As he neared his hooch Bart heard the voice of our gtm platoon leader, who was talldng very loudly as he made his way to 
the orderly room, "I can't believe men from my platoon were stealing." Bart thought to himself:" Where was this guy when his men came looking 
fur fuod because they were hungry ... after working all day in 95 ~ heat like hired bands." Bart figured he'd be loosing a stripe for sure. He 
made it bedc to his hooch without being seen and waited ••• hop· his buddies wouldn't give him up. 

A truck: from the S&T motor pool pulled up in front of the 1;;. orderly room where Bill Sondey, Joe Boyd and I were handed over to our gtm 

platoon leada. Captain McMillan read us the riot act and ordered us to sland at attention uolil our Commander, Major Jade 0. Johnson arrived. We 
knew that we were in deep shit now. After getting our young asses chewed on by our platoon leader we were sent befure Blade Widow 6. It wasn't 
pretty; Jade chewed on our IUts some more, he wanted to know the name of the guy who bad lmt been seen fleeing from the motor pool. We do­
cided 8IJlOOglt us that we would not give up our brothers. Since Jade hadn't mentioned anything about a fifth man, we new Point had slipped away 
clean. Jade must have thought that whoever ran away must have returned fur the trudc. Blade Widow 6 was not happy with (Con't ~ 12) 
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(Con't from Page 11) .. his gwmies .. . "Why tonight when we are in the pocess of a major move". He told us we wae damn lucky that the guard 
hadn'tmiseak:en us for VC and shot us. Wewae given nmjWicialpmishmmt, an article 15 and foifeiture ofS75.00 ... for mdawfully entering the 
2~ S&T motcr pool with the intent to axmnit a criminal offense, to wit dcpedation of C mtions. He then ordered us to report to our motcr pool 
where we spe11t the rest of the night cutting pipe as part of our punishment It turned out to be a very long and sobering night 

The next morning as we beaded slowly back to our hooch for some much needed sleep, Bart was on his way to the 154* Medical DetacJnnmt to 
get his \WUDds from the night befcxe treated by our medics. When he entered the dispensary, Bart looked like he bad been wounded in a fire fight 
or mortar attack .. . dried bloody cuts from his aicounta" in the wire coveml both of his arms and legs. plus the gashes on both shins from the piss 
tubes. The medics couldn't bdieve their eyes and wanted to put him in for a purple heart. He said "It wasn't anything like 1baf'. When they kept 
pressing him about what bad happened and why he was so cut up~ He got pissed off and said "I don't want to talk about it! \Con't page 9) 
Without aoodlCI" wml being said they bandaged him up and he left . 

Point came by my hooch the next morning and I filled him in on what bad happened and told him that he was in the clear, but we wanted Bart to 
cover our fines. Lata- Bill, Joe and I stopped by Bart's hooch to find out what bad happmed to him We told him that because we hadn't given him 
up to Black Widow 6 he should pay our $75 fines. He refused to pay our fines because he felt that he bad already suffered enough after his charge 
through the wire and his aicounta" with the piss tubes.Looking back I know it was a slupid thing to do ... but hey we wen: young, in a combat zooe 
and people wae trying to kill us .. . we did a lot of stupid and crazy stuff to take the edge off One thing I know for sure is that the thirty-two guys 
who made up the gun platoon were a wild bunch who always hung togethc:r-. I will always be poud of the fact that I bad the opportunity to fly with 
the Spders (Bart. it's not too late to mah: things right old buddy. Get out your check book and seDl me a check for $75. Just so everyme knows 
that there wae never any bed feelings between us rd like to say that in 1997 Bart was my best man wbm my wife Kanoa and I were manied in his 
swimming pool in Fort Meyers, Florida.) .. . guns up! ls/Dick Detem 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION 
Those Special Operations veterans from the J 8s8' Assault Helicopter Company who may be interested in applying for 

Opentions Association (SOA) are asked to contact the chairman ofthe SOA Manbenbip ~mbish at 
.For those of you who don't have a computer can write to Tyler at PO Box 237961, Cocca, Florida~ call him at 
will be able to povide membelShip aiteria and applications. 

The SOA is presently a 2280 plus member, fi:atemal military veteran orgaoi7.ation comprised of veterans of special military opaations in combat 
theatas. primarily during the conflict in Southeast Asia. The SOA also includes vetcraos from WW Il and the Kmean Conflict as well as those 
from m.cxe recent conflicts including Afghanistan, Iraq, and the Philippines. Member.Eip is limited to US Special Opntions vetaam of the US 
mili1my who penonally participated in combat Special Opendions missions around the \Wdd in a combat capacity. The largest coostitnax:y in the 
SOA is from US Anny Special Forces.. However-, the SOA is also comprised of many otbec Special Openitioos persoood such as US Air Fon:e Air 
Cnmnvmdns, us Navy Seals, us Marine Corps Fon:e Ream, us Special Operations Command. the 19~ AHC, the 2s1• AHC and YdcraDS of 
otbec elite military orgaoi7.ations who participated in Special Opendions. The SOA welcomes applications from qualified 188* Assault Helicopte£ 
Company "Black Widows" and "Spiders" penoooe1 to round out our association. Annual dues are $30.00 plus a one time filing fee ofS5.00 
1bo9e of you who participated in Opemtioo RaJjd Fire V, cbing Dece.mbec 6, 1967 through January 29, 1968 are eligible. 1bo9e of you who wae 
up at Tay Nmh F..mt will most definitely remember B-36. I am the first from the 188* to becooie a member of the SOA and have been desigl"'ffll 
by the SOA as the cootact pcr90D to verify appliamts. My membcnhip # is 2289-GA. You can use me as a sponsor since I am now a member of the 
SOA I have copies of the 269* Combat Aviation Battalion Daily Joumals md the 188* Momiog Reports and rostas for the dates listed above to 
help those of you who are interested in joining. 
I know that C/101 suppcxted CCN and SOG during 1968 through 1971. Any Black: Widows with information needs to let Tyler Furbish know about 
the inclusive dates of those operations 90 that the C/101 guys have the oppotbwity to join. I remember at one of our reunions that Bob Crow men­
tioned D1J11aOUS missions with CCN and SOG out of Mai Loe and Khe Salm. rm hoping that Black Wtdow 6, Major Henry Dreher, who was the 
Commander of the 188th aodC/101 during the tnm.si.lioo period and served up until Decrmbe£ 1968 can help verify inclusive dates foe 1968 that the 
Black Widows sig>ortcd special operations into Laos. If you get a chance check out their web page at www.specialopqatioos.org. The SOA hm 
already added our 188•/Cltol web page to their web links. I was bouncing off the walls when Tyler e-mailed me with my coofumatioo nmnbel". 
This is bettec than all those medals we were promised and never- received during our tours with the Black: Widows. I want to especially 1lIANK 
Master Sergeant Bernie Newman. who commanded A-361 and Spl4 Bill Miller who walked point for A-362. I was boomed to have them as my 
spolllD.'S. 
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