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Dick Detra 
 

 
Brisbane CA  

Dear Dick, 

JOHN F. SOARES 
. 

\Vestfield, MA  
Home Phone  

March 17, 1998 

I received your letter of 1Jan1998. Please excuse my delay in getting back to you. Again 
there are not enough hours in the day to get every thing done. Between work and lhe family, I 
have been busy. 

In your last letter you commented on the photo of Joe Walker and 1 There is an interesting 
story behind this photo. You will have to ask Joe if he remembers any of this and to fill in any 
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Speaking of stupid; I suppose I should tell how we flew into Khe Sanh the first time. I am 
enclosing some material from the book BONNlE-SUE A Marine Corps Helicopter Squadron in 
Vietnam by Marion F. Sturkey. I just finished reading this account of the Marines at Khe Sanh. 
It helped me recall some events there and orient me to the terrain and locations of key friendly 
and enemy positions. I recommend reading this book. The attached maps from Sturkey's book 
will allow you to follow some of the events 
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I have some "final" photos of 4 71, ''CLIMAX", from my ''Typhoon Bess» approach to L 
Z Sally. These and a description of the events of 4 SEP 68; I will recount in my next letter. 
I am not trying to stall this but it is important to recall events as they come to me by your 
questions and comments on the photos and material I send you. I use my log book entries to fix 
dates so the chronology is some what accurate. 

Please keep those questions coming and I will try to fill in the blanks. I wish you and your 
wife the best. 




