AMERICA’S

SECOND

By SP5 Ted Tindall

Civil War Monitor slices blockades on the Mississippi Delta

100 years

Six months of combat operations by a powerful striking
unit known as the Mobile Riverine Force have accounted
for over 1.300 enemy deaths in the upper reaches of
Vietnam’s Mekong Delta. The Mobile Riverine Force,
combining maneuver units of the 9th Infantry Division’s
2d Brigade and U.S. Naval vessels of Task Force 117, is
based upon concepts and strategy developed during the
Mississippi Delta Campaign of the Civil War. Modernized
adaptations of land-water warface have carried the Ameri-
can unit, the second riverine warfare in the nation’s history.
to lopsided victories over Viet Cong battalions that once
considered the Mekong marshlands and waterways their
prized sanctuary.

A CIVIL WAR HERITAGE

In the fall of 1862, General Ulysses Grant packed 32.000
wearv Union soldiers onto river boats and began the siege
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later, 9th Division applies similar concepts

of the wvital Confederate city of Vicksburg. Using the
Mississippi Delta waterways to position Navy gunboats and
to transport men and equipment, the superior Northern
forces penetrated the river strongholds.

General Grant's forces teaming with Rear Admiral David
Porter’s Mobile Riverine Force (MRF) carried the North's
offensive deep into Dixie. Fleets of armor-protected boats
provided fire support and ferried troops as the Union
assaulted the series of fortifications along the Mississippi.

Thundering volleys from Naval gunboats and mortar
vessels played a decisive role in the North’s successful
winter and spring campaign of 1362 and 1863. After the
defeat of the Confederates in the battle of Port Gibson
on April 30, the fortress of Vicksburg fell on July 4.
River assaults also played dominant roles as key Union
victories claimed Belmont, Fort Henry, and Shiloh. Riverine
warfare virtually split the Confederacy in two.



































