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Dedication At The Wall---3 July 2000

All Gave Some---Some Gave All

Following a mini-reunion at The National Reunion of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association on 3
July 2000, former members of the 188™ AHC and C Co, 101*" Aviation Battalion accompanied by wives,
children and grandchildren assembled at the Vietnam Wall to dedicate the unit flag and memorialize those
we lost in Vietnam. The 188™ AHC unit flag marked with all the names of the men lost in Vietnam, framed
by Dick Detra through the financial help of many former Black Widows, passed-to-officials-of \-PA-and-the-
Sraithsonian Museum-following-the-ceremeny. During the ceremony a eulogy was read by Jack Johnson
followed by Dennis Smalley who read the names of our lost comrades and lead us in a prayer. In addition
to the many Black Widows present, many other people who were visiting the wall stopped and respectfully
watched the ceremony. There were few, if any, dry eyes in the group and there were many long overdue
hugs exchanged by members of the unit following the ceremony.

The following is the eulogy delivered by former Commander Jack O. Johnson:

| cannot tell you how proud | am, as a former commander of the 188" Assault Helicopter Company,
to be able to thank you for being here and welcome you to this ceremony. We have gathered to honor all of
the Black Widows of the 188" Assault Helicopter Company and C Company 101 Aviation who we lost in
Vietnam. When we were in Vietnam, the press of time and the pressure of the daily situation we faced did
not give us an appropriate opportunity to collectively say farewell to our companions. Now, as the years
have passed and we have gone about living our lives, we can risk speaking about our feelings for the
friends we honor today.

There seems to be some rule among men who have been in combat and experienced the death of
their close comrades that they do not talk about their feelings, especially with their families. They talk about
their shared experiences of combat actions or tell “war stories” with their buddies, but they don’t share their
feelings about the personal losses they have lived through. We seem to share some feelings of quilt over
having survived while our buddies have not, and so, we just don’t let anyone into our closest emotions,
and, we wall off that part of our lives.

The unit we served was made up of very young men, mostly 18, 19, 20 year old warrant officers



and crew men with one or two old men, like me, at that time a 35 year old Major, as commander. We lived
day to day and it wouldn’t have been macho to let on that we had strong personal feelings about our
buddies. We just didn'’t talk to each other about things like that, and when we lost some of our buddies we
sure didn't talk about that! And we did lose too many.

The words I'm about to speak about our buddies, | did not author. They are words that were
delivered at another time and in a different place, to honor the loss of other brave helicopter crew men, but
their story is our story and the words I'm about to say could not be improved upon to remember our lost
comrades.

The man who wrote this eulogy, Rick Lester, Joker 94, was with the 48" Assault Helicopter
Company. He had been there, and in his wisdom ans insight said what many of us have felt but have not
been able to say. It is with great appreciation that | now say these words.

Through the fog of controversy which surrounded our country’s involvement in
Vietnam, some may ask “Why?” but let no one question the intentions of these honorable
men. There are so many good things we can say about them.

In the finest traditions of our great country, they answered their call and went forth
with only the best intentions. They did all they were asked and, with their lives, showed
their commitment. What more could our country or anyone ask?

There has never been a “good” war and there never will be. The cost of war is
great, it robs nations of their most precious resource, their youth. It also has a way of
bringing out the bestin men. War strips men to their most basic moral standards, facades
are quickly torn away and you are judged as your true self, good or bad. Those of us who
knew these men saw them in that light and can tell you they were truly dedicated, strong
and courageous.

Those of us who served with them also came to know their heart. In the quiet
times, we heard of their love for their families, shared their laughs and listened to the
stories of life before Vietnam.

We found pleasure in simple things such as music, mail from home, hot food, cold
beer, a periodic hot shower and time shared in the “club.” We grew close.

In the violence of that war, we also shared our fear and frustration, endured

physical pain and the bitter pain of losing friends. We came to know indefinable fatigue



from seemingly endless hours of flying in the most demanding conditions, yet if we weren't
flying, we were not happy.

Though, for the most part, we dealt with the confusion, complexity, and violence of
battle in our own way, it was understood there was no shame in showing your emotion, we
were only human. We endured and became stronger for it.

We were sometimes hard on each other, but it was with purpose, and we knew we
could turn to each other for anything. We grew closer.

We may have been sentin harm’s way with a broken sword, but we stood as one.
Our shield was our pride and the respect we had for each other and our duty was to carry
out the mission. We were in this thing together and our strength would become our
commitment to each other and to our unit.

We learned a special trustcommon only to those who have learned to hide their
fear and willingly place their lives at risk, not just for “the cause,” but for those with whom
they served.

The common theme was a bond of mutual respect and unspoken love and
friendship forged and tempered through the trials of battle. You realized, once you had
fought for them that freedom and life are indeed very special. You no longer took things for
granted, you noticed for the first time how really intense and beautiful a sunrise can be and
how nice it is to once again feel the warmth of the sun on your face after the monsoons
had passed.

You no longer “said prayers,” you spoke with God. You now knew the fragility of
life and, therefore, it became more intense. Through all this, we quickly realized what an
honor it was to know and serve with men like these and how truly blessed we are to have
had them in our lives.

We will remember them always and to our absent companions now say, “catch the wind
good friends, take the lead and soar to the warm light of God, and on your wing...keep watch for

us.
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