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JJ2~\.RT:Lll'IT CF THE _;,;.1}•:Y 

Head.quarters l Clst Airborne Jivision 
APO San Francisco S'63C. 3 

. ·. ,~::-. . ' ::J 9 September 1968 
. _·-. ,1 5683' 

SECTI01I I 

AWARD OF THE SILVE.11. STAR l:EDAL 

L 'i'~ 32C. The follouing AWARI? is announced. 
I 

Y"""S'.,~i, J;:;1'. 0 077484 ( ) LIEUTEEANT COLOlE L ARTILLERY Headquarters and 
·,•Jc.c>ua.:rl:-ers Company 159th Assault Sup1::;ort Helicopter Battalion APO San :Francisco 
r,,. ~r 3-
/ v j L 

~ 

; .. ,.mrdeC: '!:'he Silver Star Medal ... 
i~ffective iionth: September 1968 
Jate action: 27 Harch 1968 ; . 
~he2ter: Republic of Vietnam 
~.er,son : For gallantry in action .while engaged in ,..,;_litary opera"(.1ons agaihs·t an armed 

hosti le force in the Republic of Vietnam. !,::.01J'.:8nant Colone] ( t'1en M9-j or) 
johnson distinguished himself on 27 r1,;a,rch 1968 while serving as Aircraft 
Cornr.mnder for the 1st Battalion, 501st Infantry command and control 
aircraft during the conduct of a search and destroy operation in the Eue 
arc;a , Thua Thien Province, Republic of V~ et :mrno Cor:rpany D was engz..ged in 
he::.vy contact Hith an enemy force in uhich friendly casualties 1-1ere -cwo 
i: ·'.lled anc~ seventeen wounded. Company D had ber.omP. ..,; nned down b ;; · ::..n-t,eri ::,; --r 
·, nAti.le :::·ocket ~ rnP chine gun, and mortar fire . Lieutenant Colonel Johnson ' 
::·e:peatedly flew the cor,unand and control aircraft at l cw level over the 
c01:1bat area to spot the enemy weapons posi tions. Li eutenant Colo;_1el Johnso::: 1 s 
aircraft re!)eatedly encountered heavy fire ave:~ t:-1e oo j ective area . De sp:tt,e 
continued hostile fire, the cor,1mand and control shi :;> fired s ,.rp~ressj_-,.,·e 
maching i;un fire at t he enemy, kil J. inP' f our. 'i~ie f i re fror:i ti1e door g,;.ns 
p.reatly relieved the pressure on t he bel eaguered J Cor.:pans o Eis ccntinual 
le11 ::1asses enabled the comrr.and group to locate the host:i.le gun :::ositions 
c';.r:.c. :., eutrc:.liz.e them. Lieut,P.T1ant Cole nel Johnson I s precise d.ecis:5.c11s while 
piloting a heavil y loaded aircraft, s]dlli'ul flyin8 ttrough heavy enem:r 
f:. re, exceptionally valorous 2.ctions, and porsonal valor contributed 
inneasurabl:r to the completion of a dif .ficul t mission and prevented t he 
:··_u·ther loss of life. L:i,.eutenant Colonel Johnson I s a ctions were iz:c 
keeping uith the highest traditions of the rdl:5.tary service and rsflect 
Breat credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Arr.ry . 

Authcrity i By c'.irection of the ~~sident of the 1Jr.ited States under the provisicr:, s 
of the Act of Congress established 9 July 1918. 
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C I T A T I O N 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
THE PR ON ZE STAR MEDAL 

IS PRE3ENTED TO 

LlElJTENANT COLONEL JACK O. JOHNSON, 077 484, ARTILLERY 

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious achievement in connection 
with ground operations against a hostile force in t he Republic of Vietnam during 
the period 10 December 1967 to 10 June 1968 while serving as Commanding Officer 
of the 188th Assault Helicopter Company at Dau Tieng, Binh Duong Province, and 
Landing Zone Sally, Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam. Upon arrival in this 
unit , Lieutenant Colonel Johnson began to improve the unit's morale and welfare. 
The unit's outstanding record of achievements can be attributed to his efforts. 
Early in March 1968, the unit moved to I Corrs area. Once situated, the 188th 
Assault Helicopter Company continued its outstanding support of ground troops. 
Throughout his tour, he overcame and minimized a multitude of problems inherent 
in an assault helicopter comrany. His anplication of dynamic leadershir, rare 
foresight, and sound principles were anparent in t he historical records of this 
unit. Colonel Johnson's continuous attempts to imnrove the unit's maintenance 
posture raised the level of aircraft availability. He continually sought to 
improve the living conditions of his men. Hot water showers were install ed and 
the unit's mess hall was completely renovated. The officer's and enlisted men's 
living quarters were improved, giving both an added touch of comfort. Several 
large personnel bunkers were built, adding rrotection in event of an enemy attack. 
When the company rooved, Colonel Johnson again initiated action to see his men live 
as comfortably as r ossible. New hot water showers were built and a fully screened 
mess hall completed. The move from Dau Tieng to Landing Zone Sal ly was executed 
with the same efficiency disrlayed in all his endeavors . He developed precise 
loading plans which enabled t he company to move in an efficient and organized 
manner. On arrival, thirty aircraft revetments were built within a matter of days 
and a new maintenance area was built. Colonel Johnson disrlayed a unique ability 
to foresee the rroblem areas and to effect prompt and preventive action which 
res olved operational difficulties and materially advanced the unit's overall 
mission . Lieutenant Colonel Johnson's outstanding meritorious achievements and 
devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit unon r imself, his unit, and the United States 
Arrey. 
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'l~I-11~ UNITED ·s'J~l,ES OF AMf:RICA 
'rO ALL \VI- SIIALL SEf: 'fIIES~: 1 ]E SJ◄:N'rS, G RJ~t-:'rIN(i: 

r111s IS 'r() (~J◄:ll'rIFY 'rIIA'r 
1.,llE PRESIDEN'r 01◄., 'rI-I]◄: l JN['rl~D S1~'rJ~S O~"' AMJ◄:RICA 

AIYrIIORIZl◄:1) lllY AC'f ()F (~()NG!ll~SS oJUl.Y 99 1918 
AS AWAllJ)I~., 

THE SI J_~VE R STAR 

T() 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACK O. JOHHSOH, 077 484, J\JlTILLER.Y 

l◄.,()ll 

i1\LL1\N'rlt\:" LN 1\(~'rl()N 

m TnB R8PJBLIC OF VIETH!1lt ON 27 I .ARCH 1 968 

GIVEN PNOEH MY UANB IN THE CITY 01·" \VASIIING'l'()N 
,,, u Is ;; It:TH DA.·Y , } F' s.t:.: .>T..:~: :r,1,.;:i In 60 
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DEPJ\RT:!ENT OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters 101st Airborne :Jivision 

APO Jan Francisco 96383 

GENERAL ORDlRS 
HUlffiER 8381 

71 October 19.:.8 

A\·J:\ IUJ OF THE DISTIHGUISHED FLYD'l'G CROSS (FIHST OAK 1£ v CLUST;;;:l) 

1.- TC 320. The following· A'.,fARD is announced . 

JOHI1SON, JACK O 077484 ( ) LIEUTENANT COLONEL ARTILLERY 188th Assault 
Helicopter Company 269th Combat Aviation Battalion APO San Francisco 96383 

Awarded: The Distinruished Flying Cross (First Oak Leaf Cluster) \ 
Effective llonth: Cctober 1968 
Date action : 9 ilecenoer 196'( 
Theater : ~epublic of Vietnam 
::l.e.'.lson : "?or heroism uhile partic i pating in aerial flight evidenced by voluntary 

action .:ibove and beyond the call of duty in the Republic of Vietnam on 
9 Dece:nber 1967 , while serving as 269th Combat Aviation Battalion Safety 
Officer , Lieutenant Colonel (then }ia jor) Johnson was riding as pilot in 
a UH- 1 ,rith the 188th Assault Helicopter Compaey on a combat assault north 
of Dau Tier.g , Republic of Vi etnam . They had made c..:~ aasau..lt l anding 
and uere departing from the landing zone when Lieutenant Colonel Jo:1nson 1 s 
aircraft developed engine failure . The aircraft was at approximately one 
hundr ed and fifty (150) feet in the air at that time. He instantly assumed 
cor.nand of the aircraft and selected the only possible depression in the 
dense ju.r.~le bel ow him and auto-rotated the aircraft into that area, The 
area was bar ely able to ., .r,.. nr-0112.te the ?.ircraft but due to Lieutenant Col­
onel Johnson I s skill , i '. sustained :-nl:-,' 1 :inor clu. . ..2.ge , and the crew was un­
injured . U:Jon landing , Liem.enam:, Colonel Johnson instantly directed the 
crew to secure the ai:·craft equipment and established a defensive peri.J:'£­
ter in the :iostile area . he directed these activities from the roof of 
th0 do::ned aircraft , in a.."'1 exposed position, wit.hout regard for his 01-:n 
perscnal safety . He r emained in that position to guide the rescuing air­
craft into this confined area and passed all the aircraft equipment , hi.s 
o;m cre·:1, and lastly himself into the aircraft , His professional flyi~ 
sl:ill in the air and military knouledge on the ground contributed dire ::t1y 
to the s:i:e r ecovery witl+ irinimum damage to the aircraft and its equipr:-,er.t . 
~ieuter.a~t Colonel Johnson ' s outstanding flying ability and devotion to 
duty '.,ere in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
a.r..d reflect great credit upon himself , his unit , and the United states Arn.y . 

Authority : By direction of the President of the United States under the provisions 
of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926 . 

FOR TEE CCIJ :Ai'IDER : 

O??ICIAL: 

LTC , AGC 
Adjutant General 

DIE:TRIBlITIOl! : 
D - Plus 

15 - Div Orders 
3 - USARV ATI!l : AVHAG- PD APO SF 

13 - AVDG- AG- B 
5 - AVOO - IN 
2 - AVOO - AG-0 

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION: 

;/ . P , TALLON, JR 
Colonel , GS 
Chief of staff 

5 co, 188 

96375 5 - co, 269 

1 - TAGO ATTN : AGPF- F Wash DC 20315 

l<t.-M~M..~-

14~ j}/D Gu 
( 1-J A d(Fl-it 
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GENERAL ORDERS 
Nl.J11BER 8381 

DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY 
Hemlquarters 101st Airborne J ivision 

APO Jan Francisco 96383 

71 October- 19~-8 

AHJ\RD OF THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS (FrnST OAK LE\F CL\.I STE:R) 

l.· TC 320. The following· Ai'1ARD is announced . 

JOHNSON, JACK O 077484 ( ) LIEUTENANT COLONEL ARTILLERY 188th Assault 
Helicopter Company 269th Combat Aviation Battalion APO San Francisco 96383 

Awarded : The Distirnruished Fl ying Cross ( First Oak leaf Cluster) \ 
Effective Jlonth: Oct ober 1968 
Date action: 9 Leceraoer 196, 
Theat er: Republic of Vietnam 
Jeason : For heroism uhile participating in aerial flight evidenced by voluntary 

2.ction above and beyond the call of duty in the Republic of Vietnam on 
9 Decemb er 1967, while serving as 269th Combat Aviation Battalion Safety 
Of ficer . Lieut enant Colonel (t hen Major) Johnson was riding as pilot in 
2. UH-1 ui th t he 188th Assault Helicopter Company on a combat assault north 
of Dau Tieng, Republic of Vi etnam . They had made 2..1~ a :;sau.lt l anding 
and ,rnre departing f rom the landing zone when Lieutenant Colonel J o!'lnson I s 
aircraft developed engine failure . The aircraft was at approximately one 
hundred and fifty (150) feet i n the air at that time . He instantly assumed 
command of t he aircraft and selected the only possible depression i n the 
dense jungle bel ow him and auto-rotated t he aircraft into that area . The 
area was b2.rely able to 2.('." nll'nrie.te the 11.i rcraft but due to Lieutenant Col­
onel J ohnson' s skill , i t sust ained cnl~' r.:inor du;,,2.ge , and the crew was un­
inj ured . Upon landing , Liemenant Colonel Johnson instantly directed the 
crew to secure the aircraft equipment and established a defensive perim€­
t er i n t he hostile area. He di r ect ed these activities from the roof of 
the do1med ai rcraft, in an exposed position, without regard foi< his mm 
personal safety . He remained in t hat position to guide the re scuing air­
craft into t his confined ar ea and passed all the aircraft equipment , hj_s 
01T. crew, and l astly himself int o the aircraft . His professional flyinJ 
skill i n the air and military kno1-1ledge on the ground contributed dire ::tJ y 
to t he s.'.l.fe r ecovery witl'l minimum damage to the aircraft and its equipmer.t . 
~ieut enant Colonel Johnson's outstanding flying ability and devotion t o 
duty ,rnre in keeping with t he highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself , his unit, and the United states Arn~ . 

Aut hority: By direction of the President of the United States under the provisions 
of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926. 

FOR THE CO!ilWIDER: 

O??ICIAL: 

LTC, AGC 
Adjutant General 

DI~TRIBUTION: 
D - Plus 

15 - Div Orders 

1/ • P. TALLON, JR 
Colonel , GS 
Chief of staff 

5 - CO, 188th Aslt Hel Co , 269th Cmbt 
Avn Bn 

3 - USARV ATIN: AVHAG- PD APO SF 96375 
13 - AVDG- AG- B 

5 - CO, 269th Cmbt Avn Bn 

5 - AVDG- rn 
2 - AVDG-AG-0 

SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION: 
1 - TAGO ATTN: AGPF- F Wash DC 20315 

, " ... .: ,. " "'~ ! 
~ ~-. ·.• 
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GENERAL ORDERS 
NUMBER 4615 

; .•· 
HEADCJJ ARTERS 

1ST A VI .'\.TI CN 0UIG NJE 
AP C'· San Frr.incisco 96304 

"NGUY HUM" 

AWARD 0F THE AIIMY CC11M:ENDATH'N ME!JAL 

1. TC 320. The following AWARDS are annomced. 

.Li.~rded: Anny Commendation Medal 
Da.te action: 16 April 196B 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 

15 July 19&3 

Reason: For meritorious achievement in connection with military operations 
against a hostile force: These men distinguished themselve& when~ 
friendly vehicle received a direcrt hit from an artillery round and burst ·· 
into flames. The trailer attached to the vehicle was filled with seyeral 
containers of chlorine., gasoline, chemicals and a t en kilowatt ·?,onera.tor. 
Arriving at the burning vehicle? they utilized fire fighting equiµnent 
to at tack the blaze. Tho chlorm.e was burning nnd ani tting deadly fumes 
and the gasoline cans were in d;:,ngcr of exploding et any moment. Di~re-· 
garding their own safety, they moved extremely close with an extinguisher 
hose in an attenpt so smother the fire. They became completely engulfed 
within billowing smoke and poisonous fumes caused by oxidation of chEmrl.­
cals. They then ~loyed a w~tcr pump in a desperate attempt to put rut 
the fire. They deftly and a ccurately sprayed water on the chlorine 'tJiltil 
it was completely dilut ed and render ed hannless:. Their r endition of ·tac­
tica::_1 7 appropriate fire fighting t echniques· was mdrubtedly responsible 
for s r:-.-ing the v ehicle. Their actions were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and r eflect gr eat credit upon them-
selves, their unit, and the United StcJtes Arr.ry. -

Authority: Dy direction of the Secretary of the Army under the provosilims of AR -
672-5-1 and United Stet es Army Vi etnvra Message 16695 da ted· 1 July l966. 

JOfiNSCN, JACK O. Cf/7484 SSAN:·  · MAJCTI ARTIILERY 
United States Army, l &~h Aslt Hel Co, M'Q 96383 

SCHAIDLY, JOHN w. 09c 22c SSAN:·  CAPTAIN TRANSF0RTATICN CORPS 
United States Army, l lb"'th Aslt Hel Co, PJ'O 963C3 

FC'R THE CCMMANDER: 
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GENER.AL 0IIDERS 
NUMDER 3G52 

HEADf.PJ\11TERS 
1ST A VIATI rtT DPJGADE 

Arr Sen FrPncisco 9(3r4 

lftTGUY HIEM" 

Avm.RD C'F THE srtDIER' s MEnllL 

1. TC 320. The f ollr wing AWARD is e.nnounced. 

J CHNSCN, JACK 0. Cf/74f4 ,SSAN:  MAJ0R ARTILLERY 
United States Army, l r'f'th Aslt He l C0, Af'0 963® 

Awarded: Soldiert s Mede. I (First 0ak Leaf Cluster) 
Dato action: 31 Jpnuary 196D 
Theaters Republic cf Vietnc1m , 

1r. June 19ft 

Rea.son: For heroism not involving actual conflict with an Pntle-1 enemy f orcef 
Major Johns0n distinguisher. himself a.t Cc1mp· na.inier when the install-­
ation came under heavy enemy mortar, rocket, pnr1. sma.11 Pnns attack. · 
Shortly a.fter the counter morta.r airc:i'.'aft t 0ok off, it became obvious 
t o him that the aircraft WP. s not developing full p0wer, ann thAt a. 
crash wc>s imminent. He immeil.iat ely anerged from his protective bunker .· 
end ran to the medical bunker to infonn them of the critical situation. 
He voluntc1rily exposect himself to the intense voli.nne of enemy fire as 
he escorted the emergency vehicle to the s·cene of the crash. Enroute 
to the crPsh site, a mortc'1r r ound ,,,,cnt off just fifty meters from ·the 
vehicle. Arriving at the crash site., he quickly evaluaten the n.iepo­
si tion of the situation a.nd took a::> rmn;,nc-1. of the rescue operation; He 
personally assisted in extracting one crew member frcm the twisted · 
wreckage , 0.nly moments before the ship burst into flames, As the ehip 
burst into flemes, personnel of the rescue team st~ted that?. fifth 
person was still inside the burning ship. Despite the flam.es whicrt .. 
engulfed the ship, Ma jor J ohnson and one other m;m remeined to B"eareh 
for the· fifth man until the fire cind exploding mnmuni tion cirove them · 
from the area. His courage and' personal bravery were truly inetrurnen"" 
tal in the successful rescue cf the stunned crew members. His actions 
were in keeping with the highest trc1.ditions of the militP.ry service 
and r eflect greet credit upon himself, his unit, ~nn the Unite-! State~ 
Army. 

Authority: Dy direction of the rresident · under the provision~ of the Act of 
Congress, approved 2 July 1926, 

FOR THE C01MJ\NDER: 

.· -1 
0FFI CI AL;_,./-_ . 

/.,.,,_ ~-- . . .. 
,,,, .. · ,.. ..,.-

/' J •., I.-•·. - ~ · . . . ., " , 

LEE s. PEl'ERSCN 
lLT, AGC 
Asst Artjutent General 

DISTRIDUTI CN: 
25 AVBA-AG-AD 
1 Record Copy 
1 Referenee Copy 
1 USARV ATTN: AVHAG-PD 
2 (!![NOJSARPAC ATTN: GrCF-MII 

EUITTJTE F • CRr<'KS 
LTC., I'NF 
Act Chief of Sta.ff 

1 CINCUSARI"AC Affl! s AG-DP 
1 I0 

SFECIAL DISTRIBUTI <1T 1 

1 TAG0 ATTN: AGFF-O 
1 DIR Cf'D C"P<"' ARTILLERY 

1- ( 
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G ENE11AL ORDERS 
NUMBER Y/C2 

REA D('.JJ A:I.TERS 
1ST h VIA TI CN :R;TIGA t)'t,; 

ArO San Fr~ncisco 963r4 

11NGUY rl'I:EM 11 

AWA':I.D OF TBE srr,rr.rr:;n t S !WAL 

1. TC 320. Tho f 01lowing AWARTJ is Pnnouncori. 

JOFNSCN, JACK o. Cf/7484 SSAN:  11.AJon hRTILLERY 
United ste.tes Army, lf1Af.h Aslt Pel C0, AFO 96383 

Awarde<l: Scl oier1s Me~el 
Dcte ~cti0n: 22 Januery 196P 
The~tert Republic 0f Viotnrm 

15 June 19fir-

Rea.s on: For hernism not involving a ctur>l C"nflict -with en amen. enemy force: 
Major J ohnsnn di~ tinguishod himself when he helpen SPve the lives nf 
two victims of e truck accident. i,Jhilc ariproe.ching the Tay Finh Air­
fielcl, he 0b s erved e three quPrtor t on truck leave the roa,1 ;md turn 
over in e wa,tor fillor1_ rl.itch. Up0n t nuchrl.nwn, he instructen his crew­
chief t o Gepart ·the shir, Pn'"1 r1.et e:mine if anyone ~s inju?"ed in the · · 
wrecked vehicle . After receiving Wl"r<l the,t two men *ere trar,pe<'l un11er 
tho vehicle and one mpn we,s WPlkine ar0un0. in a daze, he imm00.ia.tely 
proceeded t 0 the scene of the e.cciiient ?11r. treater! the rivm wfu ~s 
walking arnund, then went t0 the aid of tho tra,pperi. men. The elec­
trical system of the wrecked vehicle was so rl.NnPger1. th;,t it WP.s im­
possible tn <lisc0nnect the bpttery encl renr'fcr it incPpPhle 0f r1eliv­
ering · e spf' rk which w0uld iGTiite the locking fuel int0 P flPmitig in­
ferno . Despite the gre~t r0ssi bility of the vehicle exrln~ing, he 
i.lnedie.toly went t 0 ettcmpt t c free the stricken men f:rnm the wreck.:. 
age. Unable t 0 lift the vGhiclo 't0 r emove the men, he beg1m rti.r::ging 
with l'lis bare hc>nr.s to free them. After twent:v minutes 0f vig("\rous­
lebor, he was successfully pblo t o r emove the two men fr0m be~epth 
the vehicle . His c0urageous actions were in keeping with the high­
est tra<liti("\ns of'the militP:rJ service en~ reflect grePt crEY-1.it unon 
himself, his unit, Pnrl. the Unitcr:t States Anny. -

Authority: By direction of tho rresirlent ·-unr,er the provisi0ns cf the Act of 
C0ngress, approvoo 2 July 1 926. 

FOR THE CCT''H/illDER: 

DISTRI BJTI CN: 
25 AVBA-P.G-AD 
1 Record Copy 
1 Reference Copy 
1 US.\UV ATTN: .-\VHAG-rD 
2 CINCU-S.I\RPl.C ATTN: Gror~-m 

• I ,'. 

IDGENE F. CROOKS 
L'T'C, I NF 
Act Chief of Staff 

1 CINaJSARI'J\C AfflT: J\G-T)r 
1 IO 

Sf3CIAL TJISTRIIDTiot-T:-
1 TAGO ATTN: J\GFF-O 
l TJIR orn 0PO ATI.TIT.LmY 

' I • 
... ·• .. 
•· ·_. : . ,.. Info removed by VNCA



On 2;,_ Jar.1,H•,r;r 19-68 , };~Jo:r J~clc o. ~Johnson ·,u.rr, fJ.yJJlg 11.ir~rd't 199 ()f 
t he .l.i1fo'! t.!1 ·,rna:,rc1t3 i ... 1ljoos.,1.(i!r i:oor-a11,y . 1..0 wr.;:<> ,:o:r1';1rn :. N'l a 1; j wttion f..>nt of 
i .t~• , 5s ih . ••B ;~;51 ;;;, ~, t·,ot r1rn1.:lf. to £.'L~ t fuel, h~ sz:ctt<: :a thnc-~ qu rter ton 
t..ruc)!. th.1.t h~.d j u~t turn~d ov,r J.n .J.itch. l:o th<m took control or' tho 
~ir cr,-.ift ::lrici. l n. n ~-s :;.t..out tUt.y to SfJV{,nty-fiv~ fl)~t from tha rilck. is~ 
1.h1~n bl::.~ the ere'/\' oh.'L~r to ctleck it (n,t and ~IW l.f 1,n:7· 01'.'C!I "-,Ml h •:rt, . ., h(lln 
lti-, c 1 ~·, clii~f Cro'l'ie CJ(l i;rt htt liHtid t.hlir ~,ur-~ t\>o P'fopl6 ~tdi!!t' t. r1 tt truck ~n.1 
th f!'t t fme ~n i-.;· u ~,. lkt.-<·· creuPd 111 a. d,11.2 • h<1j,,r ·ohnsc.n t.ben r.ot - ct>ut r 
U:6 .r.d,r<:;r:!\ft. l!l.c-.,~ i ot. thu GJrm in l!I d ~-2,('t to llly .. o~n {¼.rx! tre!"lt~ 111.m for onock . 
fh'ft-1, ht. ra.r, to the t1·n1 /~d ,i<topla b~r~v.th the v h1o.w . !i fDLll ;d th Uah 
h1..d b :1cn f illt\d ,-:J.t.h 1i· :.r.t,llr .,nd ai,~ill~'l fu1,11 .. L. r,1froit>r~1:1.ng the re.ct tn~t t. ,e 
f1.1~l oould t ,e cen:.i~ ~n fotemo or fb ~lf:'t. ~t. M\Y f.lCif.umt bt r-, r.p rk f r-orn the h~t­
t.l"-ry , :.:-iJor ,icht:~n cr·~\>Jlo<i dm:n bct!\,e n t.ti'i ditch nd truck to fr~"' \he 
t.1·~,T<f.~ ;n~o , ,lGI . l:~ !l\i:'irl th& On!I.I' chief !reed the Mn ratrJ,y CA 1 i.ly . 'i' hey 
e i:.rrl(,:l td.i-a out fr~~· ..nd~r the., tru-ok ,1111d tr~;ttAfti h:1.1?1'. est ~s ~ fleiHe t h;,n 
1·et.ur·1 ,'I!(\ to freP :-. 1-·or-J:m 111ho h,.._d h~r 1~8; :m'1~r-rwii.th th track. Aft.►.r ~ f ;,~ 
Mco1.rl6 of d~ci 1on, it W!!Ui dechl<Ht t.ha!.'!t he ►..-·ould have to dit, o,it, f'J-c-m tinrt<~r 
her J~g to fre:ct it . .af ~r .ftt .. out tt::4!td,y in t1tea at di_t!;{.'.U-Jf , the lcct. 1<1 t< 

ffo .:~.u.v f ~.f.,. He t hen c~rri d h~r J'rorJ Ulldcr t-h~ tr\ick e.r t.o).d th~ ;-,!.lot 
tC\ 1·ot..H';y ~ dt.'fJl-off chopper . i. ft:r,-s 1~inut~$ l:ltetr one., c • fl u& to :·',Gjo1• 
Jol't.'100J:Z. ' G Uli3-l\ll!lid;n1',!SS M_(f qu tck ct.ions ; t ho liVE'D Gt thr-i,c F~O}'l(l ·•re 
f;a•1eJ . 



OEPARTM»JT OF THE ARMY 
Headquarters 101st Airborne Division 

APO San Francisco 96383 

GENERAL ORDERS 
NUMBER 1 0794 

15 December 1968 

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS (SECOND OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 

1. TC 320. The following AWARD is announced. 

JOH!'i:30N, JACKO 077484  LIElJTENANT COLONEL ARTILLERY Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company 30Fth Co~bat Aviation Battalion APO San Francisco 96383 

Awarded: The Distinguished Flying Cross (Second Oak Leaf Cluster) 
Effective month: N/A 
Dat e action: ?. January 1968 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For heroism while participating in aerial flight as evidenced by 

volountry action above and beyond the call of duty in the Reoublic 
of Vi etnam on 2 January 1968. Lieutenant Colonel Johnson distin-
guished himself during a resupply mission at Fire Sunrort Base Burt, 
Tay Ninh Province, Republic of Vietnam. The base had been under 
heavy a~t ack and was in need of ammunition 'in order t o withstand 
t he enemy assault which had penetrated the base perimeter. Colonel 
J ohnson requested t he ground unit to furnish directions to the 
resupply area in order to begin immediate resur.rly of the fire sunrort 
base. He quickly organized his flight into gr oups of two and 
loaded the heliconters with ammunition for the base. While enroute, 
Colonel Johnson and his crews came under fifty caliber machine gun 
fire from several enemy positions, but succeeded in maneuverine their 
aircraft around the small area. The anmunition was unloaded, and 
wounded rersonnel were loaded for evacuation. Colonel Johnson then 
maneuvered his aircraft out of the base and flew directly to the hosnital 
with the wounded personnel. After unloading and resunplying, he 
returned two more times to carry amffiunition and evacuate the wounded, 
Lieutenant Colonel Johnson's outstanding flying ability and devotion 
to duty were in keering with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great crooit upon himself, his unit, and the United 
States Army. 

Authority: By direction of the President of the Unitoo States under the 
provisions of the Act of Congress, approved 2 July 1926 . . 

FOR THE COi•1}1ANDER : 

OFFICl AL: 

f_-~ m.~ 0?kJIV,,c 
LTC, AGC 
Adjutant General 

iHSTRIBUTlON: 
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Colonel, GS 
Chief of Staff 
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18 . NiUllLTI VE DESCRIPTI ON : (For all a.war ds discr i bv in detail what i ndividua l 
did t o warrant decor ation . For vo.l or .. award describe in det ail the mis s i on, 
t errain and weather, enetty condi tion s :md fri endl y casuctl ties. (Use pl a i _n 
bond paper fo r continuation sheet i f nece;ss n.ry). 

J,t a.;}•ro..ximate.11 0'4)0 hovrs on tho n10ht ot )l i.'ruau ry, 1968, Cr:.lllJ• t alni('.Jr , 
J iiu ''" 1:aJw , 1 Yit , eel'la undor a :1 avy 140r-t11r , rook6t a.'lil M.all ,4r mu Attack . ·.• hus, 
t.he A'i.ttack l'.<@tl 1 U t. t har ir l '-'ft. 6.;l , t h nuoiroed oou.nier oortnr air ,a~&rt, 
. a,·~c i..t. ~d a ra. .1--id r e~ct.1.QA t a oit t'rO"..\ 1t~ ,deht, st~r.d-t y ro&ition n~ar the 
Jrd Lrig,'.i,:e ' c0 .. SI ort.ly after take off it 1acai:r.:e o\tvio 1..<s to ccrt~in i;,er :mnn~l 
on the t rot .. '111 that the drcr~f t, wa~ not develo1;,1nr,: full ros-er 1u: i t po.need over 
the l r~. th J\ss1.u:.lt. li0lL;or,t.er ;o.14 &1) 1!\ C,;.1'-'rs.tiona, ~ tt'Jat, A <.:ra~tj_ la, d4lf va~ 
ii..,14.ioe1t . k1;.Jor ,\~ clt o. ,1ohneon, in th11 .O t~r ~tkn~ tiunk r , \•1.lS one of those 
rocoui· irit; the plif..ht ot the tltr icken air\.,r art ,; bu ir~diately nt into ~ct.ion . 
Dhrt:Jttuding hi:s O\!o'n iier~nal ~afGt.y, . .a.jor t!ohr1&on @ler t; frcm the t unker., 
·.roluntarily ex~eitig hin1~i;.ilf to t.!H.t continuin1~ l/:Ort~• c.tt e.oh I rm t.o the m~dlC!'.l.l 
L<.i.nkia1·, rallied nod quickly tiri~fed t h~ ~"'di cal µo.raonr,al ret:£;1l't.t\ ng the (ll.tue-
tion . l·.o.rta ra a.~d rockot& wei-o J< ' • od1n,g · r \;lierii; b~t 'lJ,nl ~1:11ta11tly N1jor 
Johnson tJ oorted t he · ere,rnoy 'ii hicle to th ~cen~ ef i h<i wreokage . ii.nrouta 
to t he c raah scun0 a ~ooit(lt la."lded a · 1'rfl fifty ~oteru 1.'r ~m i •.c1. jor John aon 1s 

· vuhie.le . ~,n,j~'J..l':t.ed , he i.notr Lcot.c t ho dr1ver t.et cont.it ·e on to the do·,.-11ed 
aircraft . hu.,Hlhitv tti0 01•a.&l, sit$, ~\a Jo:x- Johnsen inwed4tely cvah.ated t h 
dispouit.iort ot the _injur-od nod took oOLWAand ot oo N- ,coo Qf<>t'~t.ion , irnstantly 
or~anulng tho :ieraor~l who 'fl @cr rcndt1ring ~f.1oiatance . t:e. roravnallj• asaist ... d 
fo e.x.t ruc:t ing one or~ 14dJ~t.-.er from thts t.wit.lt(lcl \'if'l!iCkagCj , ~°ll.y 1i~:mntu l efore 
the hdllco,it.er Lur t .u,to £1.awJa . t-JJ th ai. ~rui' t bi.r&t iuto flt 'ilcs the ~scue 
r rso.onel related to 11jor ,lohu.aon tha.t t hey thoue,ht a titth p.i,rl'.i ·.·n \1a.s ut. i ll 
al.;<> 1..rd the turn1ng vreckliiaij . - lie fl6;:.et, rt)w l ,i .r,her iJ.t.d all t he other re ;;1 ~ 
i,~rlJOl,nal 1{uiCklJ! eva.::rnat.ed the 1-H::esue, onl.;· 1:aJor ~tolmoon md one ot i~r m&ri 
remainci.d to ear·oh tor t. t.-o ..1'1fth 1tan . ..,eorching I«> t tU''A:r,t.ly wit..11 thu fire uu\ 

. eap.1.oding aiwr.uni tion drove h.l t.o r .t.1·t.at . Jiajor ,)ohnson remained. :i.n t11.nd close 
to th~ ~rocks.go , ond only· t h n l:~ouv:ae fur-thor effort wao i.fi,_tosaibl~ rlid 
':ajoi· John~ou leave t.hCl wr04kege . ~hrouthout t ho ,:mtirs 3"'-i~~n.:e of tiV nta 
.wrt ·· ·a w. ' rocls. .. to ~e:r~ 111x;·.lodin(.. thru:;•;h tho .i1r~.:.U.<lt~ .;,t' 4a,}1 '.).\tu . ,.:fo :, lt:.;·­
lne oui.-or\;; profots~ionalt.e:a.1 ax;c.aptio.1~ hero11lli:U1 auct voh,nt ,u-y di~1r eg r1rJ. for 
his o.,..n •. -r :;o.o.tl snf tittt , t:a.,,or John ()O'fl c ho es to . "l"OOnally l'}Uf~rv i:5u t. he re scuc . 
a or John~n 1 :;, courae;.eouo cctions l'.IJA cool uesc l ~ vo leii ~'ttffGhip \;ere Jirud, ly 

r .:HJ1 -0nsibl.e for th(I r~GO\.«J of L?1Q at.unni,d and inj\.r~-1 c ·· ~ :~Li:.-r :; . J,ajor 
Johl; ou'e act1o ,s ,-.ilt'o indic~ti'J() or hi:3 f-<1r oonal L:tialit.ie& and of the l ~vicaii 
fig_M,i.r,g uw.u 1s ~our ag~ a.ru1 1•cfle«t. er at credit Uix..n l1.1m.$cll, hie :'"'dt , e.:.d. t ho 
L'nit.~ M,at1;s • • y . 

19 . INCLOSUlillS: 

l letter or recoramen­
dation 

1 1rop-.;s6d ,,:itation 
1 !> t atcmer·t 
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PROPOSED CITATION FOR THE SILV-i R STAi l 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRIGSIOEHT , UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 'l'HE ACT OF CONGRESS , 

APrROVED 9 JULY' 1918, A SILVER ::iTAH F'OR GALLANTRY IN ACrION WHIIE ENGAGED IN 

NILIT AHY 01-ERAT IONS AGAINST AN AHHED HOS'fllli FORCR IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

IS M ARDED TO: 

MAJOR JACK O. JOHNSON, 077484, ARTILLERY, UNTI'ED STATES ARMY, WHO DIST­

I NGUISHED HIMSELF BY EXCEFT IONALLY VAWHOUS ACTIONS ON :31 JANUARY, 1968. AT 

APPHOXll:ATI<; .LY 04JO HOURS CAMP RAINIER , DAU TIENG, REPUBLIC OF VD;TNAM, CAME 

UND~:R A HEAVY MORTAR, ROCKET , AND SNALL ARNS ATTACK. 1~HEN THE ATTACK BEGAN 

TilE AS0lGNED comtnrn l✓i.ORTAR AIRCRAFT EXEC.: tJTRD A RAPID REAC:f ION TAKE OFF FRO{ 

ITS HI GHT STAND-JJY POSITION. SHORTLY AF!'ER TAKE-OFf IT IJECAl-lE OBVIOUS TO 

MAJOO JOHNSON THAT THE AIRCRAFT i~AS Nor DEVELOPING FULL PO:JER , AND THAT A 

CRASH LANDING v,1AS IMMINENT . DISREGARDING HIS Oi'lN PEHSONAL SAFETY, HE U1MEDI-

ATE:LY ¼1<.:NT INTO ACTION. MAJOR JOHNSON EMERGED FRCM THE BUNKER, VOLUNTARILY 

EXPOSilJG HIMSELF TO HIE CONTINUING MORTAR ATTACK, RAN TO TflE MEDICAL BUNKER, 

RALLIED AND QUICKLY lJRIEFED 'f HE MEDICAL fERSONNEL lli!BARDING THE STI'UATION. 

l!iORTAR.S AND nocKETS WERE EXPLODING EVlliiYWHRRE BUT UI~HESITANTLY MAJOR JOHNSON 

ESGOHTED THE EMERGENCY VEHICIE TO THE SCENE OF THE v/HECKAGE. ENROUTE TO THE 

CHASH SCENE A ROCKET LAl~DED A .MEITE FIFTY li!ETERS FROM MAJOR JOHNSON'S VRHICIE. 

lJ1\JDAUN'l'l~D, HE INSTRUCTED TI-ill DHIVE.R TO <,;OUTINUE ON TO THE DGJNED AIRCRAFT. 

REACHING THE CRASH SITE , MAJOR JOHNSON TI•U~ OIA1'ELY EVALUATED Tim DISPu5ITION 

OF 'I'HI~ INJUilliU AND TOOK COO'l.AND OF 'l'Hlt.: HESCU~ OPE.RATION, I NSTANTLY ORGANIZING 

THE fi:IUJONNEL WHO iJERE RENDERING ASSISTANCE. !IE .flmSONALLY ASSISTED IN F...X­

TR.AG'l'lNG ONE Cf{E\'I 11EH.lfil H FROM 'l'HE 'I'l:JISTED t'JHECKAGE, ONLY :t-KMl.';,;N'l'S BEFORE THE 



HELICOPi'ill BU.HST INTO FLAHES. AS 1'HE AIRCRAFT uuns·r INTO FlJ\lJiES ' THE Rl'.'.SCUE 

t)hhSONNEL RALNIED TO 1-1AJ OR JOHNSON THAT THEY 'l'HOUGlIT A FIFTH PERSON l~iAS STII.J... 

ABOARD THE BtfflNINC UtEC.Kl\GE . THE FL/\l !l!:S GRK\'J HIGl·ilt~R AND ALL THE Ol'HER RESCUE 

1-~RSONN.E:L t,JU lGjUS EVACUATED THE SCJ,,NE , ONLY MAJOR JOHIJSON AND ONE armm MAN 

RE¥JAINED TO SEARCH FOH THE FIFI'H .MAN, SEARCHING FEVERANTLY UNl'IL THE FIRE AND 

.EXPLODING AHN.UNIT I ON OROVE HIM '1'0 Illi""TllliAT . MAJOR JOHNSON'S COURAGEOUS ACTION 

AND COOL DECISI VE U: ADEHSHIP ViEHE DIRE<."l' LY HJ.!:SPONSI BIE FOR 'l'I~ RE.SCUE OF THE 

STU.NI t:D AND INJURED CREW l·lEMBE:RS . MAJOR J OmSON •s ACTIONS W(ill.E INDICA'l'lVE OF 

HIS JJERS ONAL 1JlJJ\LlTlEG J\ND OF THE AMiililCAN FIGHTING HAN ' S COURAGE . HIS ACTIONS 

1'1r,RE l N KEEPl NG WI TH THE HIGHEST 'IRADITIONS OF THE HILIT ARY SERVICE AND fil~FIECT 

GH£A'l' cm,DIT UPO { HJJ1SE,LF, IIIS UNIT , AND THE UNITED STATES ARMY. 



S-T-A-T-E-H-E-N-T 

At approximately 0430 hours on 31 ,January, 1968, Ga.mp Rainier , Dau Tieng 
came Ullder he avy mortar, rocket, and small arms fire. A little Pear aircraft, 
the assigned counter mortar aircraft, crashed while making a rapid departure 
from !Jau Ti eng a irfield. Major Johnson being aware of the crash quickly de­
parted the safety of his bunker and r an to the medical aid bunker. After 
quickly br i efing the medical personnel he µ-oceedcd to accompany them to the 
crash s ite. Enroute a rocket hi t a fllere fifty meters from h ajor Jolmson 's 
vehkle . \d thout regard for his own saf ety he continued on to the crash sight. 
Upon reaching the scene of the \'lr eckaee Major Johnson quickly asse ssed the 
situa tion and began organizing a nd directing the rescue operation. Major 
<Tohnson as sisted in pulling one of the in j ured crew members from the twisted 
wreckage only seconds l:efore the aircraft burst into flames. Some of the 
r escue personnel told !lajor Johnson that they believed a fifth person was 
s till aboRrd the burn:ine wreckaee. All the other rescue personnel had de­
part0d the area when the ship burst into flame s but Major Johnson remained 
to look for the fifth person. l!ot until the intense heat and exploding run­
munition forc ed Eajor Johnson away from the aircraft did he give up hie search. 
To avoid being hi.t by the exploding ammunition, l•~ jor Johnson jumped into 
ditch, where he spent many long minutes . Hajor Johnson I a cool decisive lead­
ership and exce µtional heroism were directly responsible for the rescue of the 
in j ured crew membera. Hie actions were in kee ping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflec t great credit upon himself, his unit, and 
the United St a tes Army. 

NEAL R. HABER 
SP4, RA114e4712 



FY T.llPJi,(;T (>ii OF 1'llr: V}-71 .,SlfJt<.lT , lil,[1f':.n THE m OVlfiJ ( ·i;1~ OF 'flil": ACJ' OF 

~l)1 ,I ;,} fi'.:i , Al i"!~OVr,il 2 JULY 19;;6 , t,. ~i,)Wll.,T?. I ~'j 1.U)AL f OR m-~nOISh • or I l.­

VOLV JU} t.CTuAl. l;rn ,F.LIOl ~;JTH Ail Ai1E1r:fl l!-1.1, !Y l S Ar-AiUJED TO: 

1-'i t\ J O!l J !l~K o. J '.illi\:-,c.ni , 077484, lHHTi.t) SfATi•; (; AftM.Y , 1 HO D.l;;-J"l i,(;t1h:,1n:·.u 

l: .i~~~)!', l.l;' n: 1,.~i)i•,1 d <t.r. u ;y d1Lt)H,(JI;;~ r'i.CT ] t)l,S or /2 J ,\t,l.lW.1 1968 Hil~t.: , AT (f:.f, AT 

r,_,; ;;J.; ,TO lUS (..Ci~ Lif'J- , HE !J; .. VJ: TJ ·n~F: LJ.i"i (j!- A T hliLlK AC1.:JJJ~ r-rr Vlt:T.l.H . Ai'­
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A 1' tiH1·.l• A:, !Z'l'bH '1'0i, 'TliWr. '.:!i1Cl! HAJ1 lIJ'f '.i iii:, HOM} A:;J) TlJRi ,:: i> OVSR Ht A ~- ATER 

rJUkD HUGH . Lf\.f iIHi,;L; IUD AlHCEA!T , HA J <:H ,TOHt;!:iOt• fa~5TRLIGJ.FD Hlt, CF .. 1.:i• CH lfT 

l0 Ii'.j/1 n 'dil: AJRCfU1i'T APD jJf;fr:nu:_J; n: M~iOLE id\D rr;J L,HLD. ftr.I'l'fll4l(.(; TO 

Tlit:, AlHCkl\fl' , THE GFJ,;' .. (.;IJI~.f' l(ilJJ t'. AJI'{ JOHr'.~,ON THAT r~o f •,Oi 'lE , l A1~0i'l~1C!OU8 

Al, fl 'i' fl.Al'1}, l) i '! Li /\TH THE Vl-·,FJCll, , 1·~.firi: ,-'I DUl.rf TO DHO-J~~ . A!1UfH:-:R W\H ' AS Al 50 

.-, AUU i•{; ,t.ftClJl D lii A Dl\Z~, . EAJ<R JOfl:6i"Jt, UlCRLY T'flfJ\'JT,j) THF. r) M,'J-·.n MAt i 'l'HF.i! 
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Thi\ lf ', 'I~) Jl-i]'()SS lJ}l ',; TO DlDt;1.ll\ll:~T THE P/1.'l'U,H.Y Arm W·,.bfJF,R IT WCl\1'ABrn OF 
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, - iLT 01: Tiff. BODY 'i'O Hil:;E Till~ n ... OP.l.$ . : OHJi.ll:G '\-iJ.TH BARE HALD~, PU-~ TO THE 

:1tA ', :; PAC.:L l\ ,',HLWLE ,U;D TH}: fY SH:E HJ\' 'fO l10 Flrn.THEH Hi ,HJHY '1'0 'I'Jlr: li lDI VI -

OUAlB , IT TOOK T 1',t.TY J.'.illWH:S Of COt,~ErcT~D :r.F FORT :ro Fmm 'fJ JF: 1-'LUl'LE. AT 
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18. NtJUU~TIVE DESCRIPTION: (For nil awar ds discribu in det ail what indi vidual 
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t o r<1:t1;ry 13 !'-,i ,.;~r Johr,~on ~t.ZM'.l"'I~ :;,.n •ttc hfont 1 n.;~lvil1t-"t ;~ t.nPe;.-;: r.(U '.!;!1-tt 1• ton 
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AVM.. (18 Feb 68) 
SUBJECT: Connnendation 

1st Ind 

u 

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384, 29 February 1968 

THRU: Corrnnanding Officer, 12th Combat Aviation Group, APO 96266 

TO: Major Jack 0. Johnson, Corrnnanding Officer, 188th Assault 
Helicopter Company, APO 96268 

Forwarded with pride. Your actions and those of your crew were tru l y 
professional and are in keeping with the highest traditions of Army 
Aviation and the military service. The humane and courageous response 
evident in this instance enhances close international friendships and 
understanding. Please convey to _.the ersonnel concerned my congratulations 
for a job well done. 

\, ---
- -. /. 

'- ·-

\, '-:!f-r'-~•-¼-"-<::7' , Col . ;.:!;~u-.-~ 
Deputy Brigade Comm a 
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FIELD HEADQUARTERS 
I st PHILIPPINE CIVIC ACTION GROUP, RVN 

TAY - NINH, VIETNAM 

1. : C.\ ):r r• rncnclation 

,~·.-w 1 ,._, :rnc:ing <~ene r 2,l 
1: C ,\vhti ::in r_;1·lqaciG 
,_.,_:1 ,1 ·' i 11 l1 , \.' l c~ tnarn 

Co1,_1_,2° anc1-inc U:W.ce1.' 
:~,(:• 't l1 < ·,x_ .. ,,)d~ /\vi ati ·::in .Fattal ion 
C:_t :~h i. , \· j_l.': t nam 

'C) ·'. ,·::. .. :r. --~~,,1:: . . T.'\(\ 0 ;i() ,: 11' ~,(·1; ; , : 1.ir c r aft ('OLY1ii"18.n.cl ,.T r ,f 
~: ".T : )i _· -~. :~ ,·; • 1 i1C:: ii.i ~~ :121.i.c o~' t•:: r crow J:c1· the r c:::;cue :md ? V:J_e; -

t· ·,_:t '.' :~, >,., <~·f1 ·~ o;~;:_':i i:.':'J. (j_,,H);_:J' ) of t wo (2 ) 1st f :'T1 ,C' .. \C • 
t .:::>.~: c· .,_:;0· , : •• : ~ L':ci~.:1-:i (; 1) Ct,.1.~·.1:.--L '.:.n .::Ulcl Cpl .'.\ ntonio lJr iUc'.::;a; 
·,.:1x.. -.:: ,, _;> ~:~L -- ,c rt•..1 ;:·t1c -,:; ~-s t h•; r e::,1.lt of an c1.L~bi1. s i1 i:,J hn~ ·:n r! 
::···· i_ .':: ::· ,:Jr·:.. : • 1 -,, c _, t [" ·: T l1:J. i i 1 -:-)::i. cii. •J r • .i.' :::i ,,)i1 J:nad, 'J.'ay J'-1 in ll, c , or 
~,; 1·'1

11_L ~ l i :. ,]~ . . · ·_1 , ~1 _.r:~ ... l: .. 1;:1•~ . 

·.1.: • !;_· :>) ·, 1~;t11J ' ~: ti•ucl:: ;1Tr ival .-it t ile :: cc-Ht.: oJ t he: i r d ­
dent ~;n -' "·-..;:,t,,d U.tt::: ei1e.inf ; r om exploitinQ t he ;:wJlJu~;c :1dc . j_ or 
.'7 :wr jni:orli~~1. ti :)n, :.::qt De Cuzn1 c.111 who was r:ul>~_:equently ova, :Lrn­
tcc. L'.,· · • 'l! :=-: t- 1

,:
1H · t-1 t tw , ,•1t h Ev:l.cna tion nospit:u in L ong P i:1h 

c~c: ·in .. (·_ ·,t 1>J:),~ i. ~w fo llor1i119 day due t o a (Jlu1::::hot 1.;,,o um; in t : te. 
~1c:td , , '.1tk : C ~-1 · )i·j J.l :)s:J. wa::.; r c·tur ned to dut.'/ aft er t ,_;o viecl.s 
c: , ,r, fill'~1. 'Cllt :1t .xu · ;_.t':Uon >,0~3pital. 

/ ::; . L1lajor J olmson 1 s qu5.ck 



f·, .:_, 
{.y, -..,~ 

(' U
.., 

. 
. -

.-, 
T ~ ·.1.)oi· .TD}mson' :=; quicl ;, fc::.ITles~;; c111ei. decisive action in 

l r·I1d;·1r: l1i:.: l1di co,,trJ i' t:) rc116.cr assi::;tance t o the V ictimf an( . -

:'_;c: , i: ·: i·'.< 122( cl line 0;~,1.mplc of true camal' aderie \':~1ich ;ill 
~· ' '.'.. L' ll<_·; ·.;'. .. '..' in 1).-v· fr1(_ : (JTC8.i:Cr :1JC8Jl i tFJ to t }ie CC)il!.1:Wn e JoJ.'t 
, if i: ,~;: :: ·1--.:c; . ··Jrht F'or ces i t i ·1ictnarn. n..r1d fm•thcl' 1·,:J:Jifin ,1 t!Jc:: 
tr-,.,:iEi. ·•!:_· 0.l (i. ,~ : :,:;: frii::i1ci:::i1ip ::1nc'. unc1crstancJiw, 1_,otv_;cen o H' 

,,, · ' lc ;Jr-.:_: C!~:~cn~1 t•) L ::i.:jor Jolm::.:011 ;md U:. c:: 1 ! ,ci~,.: bcr s -ri: .i1is 
c:1·c~'.'. , \ . '-) .· ll () t ~~ ;--~!I ,~1 ,lI J~ Cl~'./\.'J."'~~.'.J , ;3•~·· 11 lT/j_T\,;_ j::~: J~ T.l.~l'-~ )L.!~Y, 
._,_;'l:, :~·c ·:: .:.lL ~~:J:c.'.i:, ~ :\'f~1iC'L., my- cor:i. 1111.<::ndacion lor a j-:.) ve1·J 

.1.1 .· .. ·.)(' \· 
~ :~::: l :lff( ., JiV 

. ' 
J • ~ ' \ .,.. k•: :,•,':, .. ' 

C V TO, -IA;:; 
L ri(i:ldi<::.r C:2110 1·?.l, 

C ·.Jn, 1 u 2-.nclinc;: 

;, 7 · :1 ,-­
,1_ l, L I J_ 
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AVGC-SA (18 Feb 68) 
SUtlJJ~CT: Commendation 

2m Ind 

&Ai>,tUARThRS, 12TH COt:;.BA 1' AVIATION GfiGUP, APO SF 96266 3 March 1968 

T.HRU: Commanding Officer, 269th Combat Aviation Battalion, AFO SF 96353 

TO: Major Jack O. Johnson, Corrnn1nding Officer, 188th Assault Helicopter 
Company, AFC SF 96268 

It i s indeed a pleasure to note and forward the laudatory ·comments 
of General Tobias and Colonel Hemingway in recognition of your humane and 

courageous response to the call of Allies in need. 

The high degree of rrofcssional competance and the ~reat personal 
couro.r,e di splayed by you nnd the membero of your crew arc well known and 
respected oy all of us in the corr.rranct. 

formance 
I am pleased to add ll\Y personal congratulations on a fine . p•. r-/7 

and to wish you continued~ in future endeavors. _., ·· ,-,,· ,./ .... 

~ "~·· ·· ___ /L 
~ ,s G. ps,.:f ~~ 

Colonel, Infantry 
Comm3.nding 
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i\VGC-F (1 3 Fob 6f3 ) .3 r d Ind 
SUJ3J1:,C'l' : Leti~or of Conmendntion 

JL!J)I JJPjt'i. ~ .S , '.:691''. : co; :::__1\'T AVIJ\'.l'IO!'T }j Jl'f'T /\.LIOH , .4JJO 96.353 7 1-fo.rch 196[~ 

TO : ;-:2jor J ;:i c): o. Jolmson , Comr:Kmding Off:Lcer, 188th .Asr:oul t Heli copter 
Comp011y , APO 9626G 

1,• 

1. J ncl: :i.t i::: ,:ith c;r o,:.t pJ cnouro Dnc1 pride that I forward General 
'J'obi:i.s ' lot -t.cf• of co1 ,11,1endn.tion . Your spontnnoou s actions in r escu:· n~ those 
trnnnell people contribntccl iirn 11on.sur<'.hly to r e inforcinr_: the excellent comra.de­
shi~J existi;w betHeC'i l the AlJ.:Le'.: Fo:i:ce:::; . 

;~ . >ay I o.dcl. r,i;y 0 1-m con:..;r::1_tulo.tions for n job 1-1011 done . I~ eop up the 
fin e wor;d 

)'~,,-/ 
.l!:DGI: , 1" . TODD 
T.'l'G , 1~ rty 
Com,n:mdin g 



IiliCO:r-INEliDtTICl'J FOh 1J£COHATION FOR VLWR OH ESfdT 
(Subr:-d.t in thrGc copies) 
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Nrabquartrrs 

101.st Airborne mtui.sinn 

mbi~ 

C!ertificate of ~cbiebement 
is prtsenteb to 

C!itation 
'.'-: jor ~Tobnson dist inruished 1,:i.J, sulf t ;y e x ce , tior:D. lJ ~.' 1~.e r itoricus a c~•iever'.ent 
.:1trinr V :c ~ eriod 20 : a rc h 196? t o 1 C ~Tune 1 C,6'3 a s Cor:1nandin['. Of.:'j c er , 1 ?i:U 
., ssault l-'e li copt er in sur10r t of 1 C 1st ;,irt:orne J ivision , .. e nublic o f T_' j etnnr • 
.. ~ :2 e:r.,or:stra t ed the riir-:l,e st JB vel of r·rof i c :i enc~· in t.,: e pe d "or r~nc ,"' of 1-: j s ·luti es . 
'~ \,rough }·is unt i r i nr e fforts a nd ;-:ro.:e ssiorn,.'. l abilit y , r, e continuall:,: att a in~,: 
outst2.nc.inf r esult s . ' ·or kinr lonr :.rduoi.;.s i,our s , l:e set a n ex2,mple t!' '. cJ t i nspired 
1:'is ::;u'. or'..l i n:::.t cs to strive for r·:J.z i r.·1w.. a cr· i ,=•ven£nt . : a jor Johnson ' s perforr.12.nce 
cl'' ,!1 1t~

1
- ;.•3. s in ]<eepin_r ·,Jj tr L~ e hi f he~t tr:~.r li.ti.or.s .~ r· t he mi lit :.,. r ~· servic e i ,,c; 

r e fl e ct r rea t credit upon ; ,i 1::se l f , t, i s 1mi.t i.l.ncl U· e l' nite ~i Sta t es _\ rm;y . 

Jilatr_--=22==---x..Ju=l,,.._y_,l=-9-=6..::...8 ____ _ 

. ;- .'>1~-' 'I' '!~ }· : . . ~,:. ~ ~\ -­
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DJ!;PARTlllil'IT Qli' THE AIUIT 
Headquarters 101st Airb orne Divi sion 

APP San Francisco 96303 

. SECTION I 

AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR l;EDAL 

1. TC 320. The following AWARP is announced. 

I• 

9 September 1968 

I 

JC•Ii l'SO}T, JJ,r; J( 0 077484 ( ) . IJEUTEHANT COLOIJEL ARTILLERY Headql\arters and 
~Icadquarters Company 159th Assault Support Helicopter Battalion APd San ~Francisco 
963[3 

:.: 

Awarded : · The Silver star Medal ;, 
· Effective llonth: September 196~ 

Date action: 27 Harch 1968 · 
;i. 

Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
nea son: For gallantry in action while engaged in ,.,,i l itary operations agaihs't, an armed 

hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Lfoutenant Colone} (t.hen H~jor) 
J ohnson distinguished hi mself on 27 lfa.rch 1968 Hhile s erving ai:, Ai rcraf t 
Commander for the 1st Battalion, 501st Infantry command and control 
ai r craft during the conduct of a search and destroy operation in t he Hue 
o.r ea , Thua Thien Prov;ince, Republi c of Vi et aar,1c Company D was engaged in 
heavy contact with an enenw force in which friendl y casualties were two 
k·i.lled and seventeen wounded . Company D had b er.ome n~ .nned down b;r :i.nte nf'~ '"~ 
·11 0Rti. l e ro cket , n1 ;1.chine gun, and mortar fire. Lieut enant Colonel Johnson ; 
repeatedl;-,' flew the command and control air craft a t l ow level over t he 
combat area to spot the enemy weapons posi t i ons. Li eutenant Colonel Johnson; 
aircraft repeatedly encountered heavy f ire over the ob j ective area . De sp~_te 
continued hostile fire, the command and control shi·;i fired s -..ippr essh·e 
maching gun f ire at t he enemy, k:Lll inp- f oure Tl1e f i r e fron t he doo:i: guns 
greatly relieved the pressure on t he bel eaguer ed D Cor.:pan;:,r o Eis ccntinual 
101-1 ~,asses enabled the comrr.ancl. group t o locate t he hostile gun po[.;itions 
and neutra lize them. Lieut.Pnant Colcnel Johnson I s precise cleci s j.ons while 
piloting a heavily loaded aircraft, skillful f l yine t Lrough heav;-,r enem;y 
fire, exceptionally valorous actions, and porsonal val or contribut ed 
ir:nneasurabl y to the completion of a dif f icult mi ssion and prevented t he 
further l os s of life. L:i,.eutenant Colonel Johnson 9s actions were i n 
keeping with the highest traditions of the mi l itary service and r sfl ect 
gr eat credit upon himself, hi s uni t , and the United States Ar my. 

Authority : Dy directj_on of the , ~;r~sident of t he United States under the provi sions 
of the Act of Congress established 9 Jul;{ 1918 .. 
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· ~r· -! ck. o • . ~Toh-. c, ·1, O?'i!Jm, , 1tn 1 -~ ~ m,~::, hrr1r:,· , t nflth Av·4,it.1ttrt ·~attal. fott, 
101.r,t Jl irc-;i,Ttl'-' :') 1~,1s1ori, <Uflt:i nr,$ 100 .h1m . 1£ t,y c · lmt:ry in ootfon on 27 
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RJD COi··JJ:JiDATIOI-~ FOR AWARD OF OAK lEAF CLUSTERS TO THE AIR MEDAL 

THRU: Connnanding Officer TO: Commanding General FROM: Corrnnanding Officer 
fa .P'~h Cbt Avn· Bn 1st Avn Bde 18.Bth Aslt. Hel Co 

APO 9~-3 9~3~3 APO 96307 APO 9~8 ClG3?3 

1 1. NAME: 

i Jom SOH, Jack o. 
i  

2. SN 

l-77484 
3. GRADE: 4. AGE: 

M.AJ 36 Ye St 'G 

5. BRANCH : 

~ft1'Y 

6. CATEGORY 1-Y PERSOi~llEL: 

_. __ . YES XX. ~10 

7. H01•JTHS IN RVN: '. 8. DEROS: 9. POSTI-IDhOS AWARD 

rJ tonths jl6 Cicto'ber 6~ . _ ... YES .l.X. NO 

! 11. CURRENT ORGANIZATION : 10, ORGJ\l'dZATION 1\T TI11E OF ACTION 

! J.aC:;th Mlt Hal Co Af (; %JCJ I l!i :!) :308th Gbt Avn Pn Jl.f'O 9o)g3 

! CODE: BC : 

I 
1 12 ACTIC'N OF FINAL APPROVING i\UTHORITY: I • 
I ... APPROVAL: -~-.. · DISAPPROVAL: UPGRADE : 

! 13. OAK lEAF CWSTER TO THE AIR 1'1JEDAL FOR WHICH RECOMEENDED: 
j NUMBER OF OLC: DATES OF ACTION: 

24th 01.C 
~5th OLC 
;i;6th CJLC 
27th OLC 

, 28th OLC 
~9th C..!HJ 
;0th OW 
31st vLC 
}2nd· O.LC 
J3rd OLC 
; 4th OLC 
35th 01£ 
,36th 010 
37th OW 
38th 01.-0 

24 0ctober-22 ;i'owmber l~7 
~2 Novtiinoor-6 Deoeimer 1%7 
tJ ll$coml-.i-l? Oeoe.ml:-~ r 1967 
19 Uecs rrJ-Jt'll·-.31 tlece5~r 1967 . 
Jl D.oce r~ber 1967• 20 JM1uary 1<;68 
<0 J nnue.t•y- 29 Jnnuary 1968 
29 Junuary-12 li'ebruary 1968 
l2 Febru,qry-16 Fehruary 1966 
16 Februri.ry-22 Fobruar,J 1968 
22 F~br\lary-2$ Febrnary 1968 
28 Febru.ary-4 tt.11r0h 1968 
l., 1':Srch- ~O Morch l96S 
~O )tarch-19 April 1%8 
19 ,tpril-6 May 1%8 
6 Hay- 28 ~ay 1968 

.. 
1st Avri Ede Form 21 (R.evised . 28 Sept 67) 

\ 

DOWNGRADE: 

Info removed by VNCA



: 14. a. Request the ·individual listed in item -1 of this forrµ. be awarded the 8ak 
Leaf Cluster to the Air Medal as indicated for sustained operations under the 
criteria outlined in USA.1-?.V Hegulation 672-1 with changes . 

b. Individual concerned is prc:sently on flying status with this organization 
and has met the required nur.tber of missions and hours for award of the Air 
Medal. I further certify that the unit flight r ecords substantiate this rec­
orrauendation . 

c. Individual has not caused , either directly or indirectly, an aircraft 
abort , late takeoff, accident, or incident. He has continuously demonstrat t d 
a high degree of air discipline. Accornplisjmlents and service throughout the 
period has reflect0d meritorious performance with no instance of non-profes­
sionalism, mediocrity, or failure to display an aggressive spirit . 

15. TY PED i'JANE , GRADE Al~D TI Till: 
hil<RY ii; . DHEHhll .ajor ~-- Iriiantry 
ColIWlr.Jina 

\ 

........ 

\ 
\ \ 

\ ~, 
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DEPAR1~MENT OF THE ARMY 
'I'I-11S IS TO CER'I'IFY THA'I' 

TI-IE SECRETARY OF 'fHE ARMY HAS AWARDED 

THE ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL 

TO 
MAJOR JACK O. JOHNSON 077 4.84 ARI'ILUmY UNITED ST ATES ARMY 

FOR 
MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT 

IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ON 16 APRIL 1968 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 
THIS FIFTEENTH DAY OF JULY 19 68 

g.~~t. ~ 
ROBERI' R. WILLIAMS 

SECRETARY OF TIIE AHMV 

MAJOR GENERAL, UNITED ST ATES ARMY 
COMMANDING * 
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THE UNITED STATES OF.AMERICA 
'l'O i\LL \VIIO S11.\LL SEE 'l'IIESE PBESEX'rS, GilEETING: 

THIS IS '1'0 CER'l'IFY 'l'II.\'I' 
THE PRESIDENT OF 'l'IIE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

.AU'TIIOilIZED BY EXECU'l'IVE OH DEB. 2·J. AUGUST 1962 
IIAS A\-VAHnED 

THE Bl~ONZE STAR MEDAL 
TO 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACKO. JOHNSON, 077 484, ARTILLERY 

F'Ol? 
MEl?ITOilIOlTS ACIIIEVE~IEN'I' 

IN GHOUND OPEHATIONS AGAINST HOSTILE F'OHCES 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM DURING THE PERIOD 10 DECD-1BER 1967 TO 10 JUNE 1968 

GIVEN FNI>EH ~IY HAND IN TIIE CITY OF \V,\SIIIN<,TON 
THIS TWENTY-SECONDD,\Y OF JANUARY IH69 

~~ 7-s 
MEL VIl'!,P lie 
Ma J"or( Ge neral, . \ 

Corrunanding . . 
l <Yt:~ t Airoorne Division 
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I 

. 
I - •. 

1 • 

I 
i I -~ -

I 
I 
I ") : 

., 

' ·~-,. 

,,-.. 
l. 
l < ,-, .. 

fl 
t ·; 
' i -

i, I , 
I 



.fiepf.'--c")-
* '•/ (.t_ 

. -"'***· (.J 
_;::. -~-.h►.;. (\ ;~ * ·.-: *· H ,, ; . ,, . ~~~ ... ~ .L;;·:/" 

•. A7 

, I :'~ 
l ~1 ·; 

I 

1/''i" 
'ff ,1' r , 

CITATION 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
THE LEGION OF MERIT 

is presented to 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACK O. JOHNSON, 077484, FIELD 
ARTILLERY, UNITED STATES ARMY 

Lieutenant Colonel Johnson distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious 
service in positions of great responsibility during the period of 16 October 1967 
through 16 September 1968 while serving consecutively as Commanding Officer, 
188th Assault Helicopter Company and Executive Officer, 159th Assault Sup­
port Helicopter Battalion, 101st Airborne Division. Through the application 
of dynamic leadership, rare foresight, sound principles of maintenance and 
logistics management, Colonel Johnson overcame and minimized the multi­
tude of complex problems inherent in providing aviation support to units in 
the Ill Corps and I Corps Tactical Zones. He displayed a unique ability to 
foresee problem areas and to effect prompt and preventive actions which re­
solved operational difficulties, providing exemplary support which materi-
ally advanced the overall missions of the 25th Infantry and 101st Airborne 
Divisions. The unusually conscientious manner in which he devoted his time 
and effort to develop a responsive organization to provide effective light and 
medium helicopter support to the 101st Airborne Division, represents an out­
standing achievement in the most esteemed traditions of the military service. 
Lieutenant Colonel Johnson's decisiveness of purpose, deep devotion to duty, 
and exceptional record of achievement are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 101st Air­
borne Division, and the United States Army. 



E UNITED STATES OF AlVIERICA 
TO ALL ,YHO SHALL SEE 1'HESE PRESEN'rl'S, GREETING: 

'I'H IS IS 'l'O CER'l'IFY rrHAT 
'HE PHESIDENrr OF 'l'HE CNITED STATES OF' AMERICA 
, T''TIIOTIIZEn BY ACT OF CONGRESS, .JULY 2, 1926, HAS 

A\VAHDED 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

>IELVIN 

(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUSTER) 
TO 

LIEUTEi1ANT COLONEL JACKO. JOHNSON, 077 484, ARTILl.,ERY 

FOH HEHOIS)J 
\YHILE PARTICIPATING IN AERIAL FLIGHT 

IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ON 9 DECEMBER 1967 
GIYEX LWDER ~IY 11.\1"D IN THE CITY OF \Vc\SHINGTON 

THIS TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY OF OCTOBER 19 68 

:-~ jor Gen ral, USA / 
:::ommanding ·--. ____ ../ 
101st Airborne Division 
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TO .\LL \YIU) SII.\LL SEE THESE PHESENTS, GHEETING: 

'l'IIIS IS TO CEH'rIFY 'rIIAT 
THE PHESIDE.NT OF 'rIIE l 1Xl'l'ED S'l'A'rl~S OJ◄" AM EHI CA 

.\frTIIOHIZEB BY ACT ()l·" CONG BESS .JlTLY 20.I!)Jl,2 
H.\S .\\VAH DE)) 

'1~1-1 E I ~l◄: (;ION () l1 ~ M J~ l~ I 'I, 

T 1(D 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACK 0. JOHNSON, 077484, FIELD 

ARTILLERY, UNITED STATES ARMY 
FOB 

EXCEPTH)XALLY ~1EHITOHH)US CONDUCT 
L\' TIIE J>EHF(>IL\L\NCE ()F OPTSTANDING SEHV'ICES 

IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM - OCTOBER 1967 TO SEPTEMBER 1968 

GIYE:\' (':\'HEH ,\IY IL\ NI) IN Tl! E CITY OF WASII IN(;TO:\' 
TIIIS 6th J>AY OF MAY IH 69 

-~ 
W. ABRAMS 

General, United States Army 
Commanding 

~~ : ,:;... 
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BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
THE AIR MEDAL 

('IWENTY- FOURTH THRU THIRTY- NINTH OAK I.EAF CLUSTER ) 
JS PRESENTED TO 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACK O. J OHNSON, 077 484, ARTI LLERY 

For distinguishing himself by meritorious achievement vhile 

participating in sustained aerial fiight in support of combat 

ground forces of the Republic or Vietnam during the period 

24 October 1967 to 22 July 1968 

During this tille he actively participated in tvent,"-tive aerial 

missions over hostile territocy in supportof eounterinsurgency 

operations. During all of theae missions he displayed the 

highest order of air discipline and acted in accordance vi th 

the best traditions of the service. By his determination to 

accomplish his mission in spite of the ha1arda inherent in 

repeated aerial flights over hostile territol"f and bf hia out­

standi.nc degree or proteasion&lla and deTotion to dut,-, he 

has brought credit upon b.lllselt, hia organisation, and the 

military 1ervice. 
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