
188th AVIATION COMPANY 

Constituted 23 September 1942 in the Army of the United States 
as the 2026th Quartermaster Truck Company, Aviation 

Activated 1 October 1942 at Lockbourne Army Air Base, Ohio 

Inactivated 15 April 1946 in Japan 

Converted and redesignated 1 August 1946 as the 2026th 
Transportation Corps Truck Company 

Redesignated 1 November 1966 as the 188th Aviation Company, 
allotted to the Regular Army, and activated at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky 

Inactivated 1 July 1968 in Vietnam 

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT 

World War II - AP 
New Guinea 

Vietnam 
Counteroffensive, Phase II 
Counteroffensive , Phase III 
Tet Counteroffensive 
Counteroffensive, Phase IV 

DECORATIONS 

Meritorious Unit Commendation (Army), Streamer embroidered 
VIETNAM 1967 

Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm, Streamer 
embroidered VIETNAM 1967-1968 



GENERAL ORDERS 
NUMBER 2309 

D1.PAR'l'MlllT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQU~ U1ITED STATF.S AR}t.Y VIETN.IJ-1 

APO San Francisco 96375 

AWARD OF THE ?-:ERITORIOUS UNIT CCl-'l-11.tDJ.TICN 

1. TC 320. The follo'Wing AWARD is aDilO'l.mced. 

Avsrded: ~:eritorioua Unit Commendation 

16 May 1968 

Date actioni l J aP-U8l"1 1967 to 31 December 1967 
Theateri Republic of Vietnam 

-~asoni · ·1or exception el~ meritorious achievement 1n the performance of 
outstanding services The 12TH AVIATICN GROU-P-1!Ild----i-'t&---aa.s~d attached 
uni ts s Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 12th Aviation Group; ·1Ieaaqus1'1,;i- -·­
eri and Headquarters Detachment, 11th Aviation Battalion ; 12th Aviation Com- . 
pany (.Airmobile); 393d Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field Main­
tenmce); 285th Signal Detachment (IUDREP Avionics); 432d Medical Detachment; 
162d Aviation Company (Airmobile); 407th Transportation Detachment (Cargo 
Helicopter Field Maintenance; 450th Signal Detachment (R.W.REP Avionics); 758th 
Medical Detachment; 173d Aviation Company (Airmobile); 408th Transportation 
Detachment ( Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance) ; 451st Signal Detachment (R.AD­
REP Avionice); 759th Medical Detachment; 184th Aviation Company (Sm-veillance 
Airplane Light); 243d Signal Detachment (RAD.REP Avionics); 205th Aviation 
Company (Medical Helicopter); 612th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Heli­
copter Field Maintenance); 213th Aviation Company (Medical Helicopter) J 329th 
Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance); 145th Security 
Detachment (Provisional); 68th Aviation Company (AirmobiJ.e); 3913t Transpor­
tation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance); 282d Signtl Detachment 
(R.ADREP Avionics); 4.3oth Medical Detachment; 74th Aviation Company (Surveil­
lance Airplane Light); 563d Transportation Detachment (Army Aircrai't Repe.ir); 
ll8th Aviation Company (Airmobile); 573d Transportation Detachment (Car~o 
Helicopter Field Maintenance); 198th Signal Detachment (RJJ)REP Avionics); 334th 
Aviation Company (Airmobile Light); 571st Transportation Detachment (Cargo 
Helicopter Field Maintenance); J2oth Signal Detachment (RADREP Avionics); 335th 
Aviation Company (Airmobile); 166th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Heli­
copter Field :Maintenance); 234th Signal Detachment (RADREP •Avionics); 25th 
Medical Detachment; Headquarters and Headquarters Company, .214th Avie.tion 
Battal:fon; 772d Medical Detachment; 191st Aviation Company (A.irmobile); 606th 
Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field M&intenance); 26th Si~al 
Detachment (RADREP Avionics); 200th Aviation Company (Medium Helicopter); 6llth 
Transportation Detachment (Medium Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance); 2/4.0th 
Aviation Company (Airmobile); 619th Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helkopter 
Field Maintenance); 932d Signal Detachment (RADREP Avionics); Headquarters and 
Headquarters Com.pan,, 222d Aviation Battalion (Trs.nsportatioil Aircraft); 85th 
Medical Detachment; 54th Aviation Comp~ (Airmobile Fixed Wing); 255th Trans­
portation Detachment (AJ:,ey' Aircraft Repair); 73d. Aviation Company (Aerial 
Surveillance); 147th Aviation Company (Hedical Helicopter); 171st Trltllspor­
tation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field l-laintenance); Headquarters and Head­
quarters Cot1?ailY, 269th Aviation Battalion; 21st Aviation Comt'any (Surveillance 
Airplane Liiht;; 622d Signal Detachment (Avioni~s Maintenance); ll6th Avietion 
Com,any (Airmobile); 392d Transportation Detachment (Cargo Helicopter Field 
Maintenance); 283d Signal Detachment (RADREP Avionics); 431st Eedical Uetach­
ment; 187th Aviation Coz:ipar.iy (Airmobile); 602d Transportation Detachment (Curgo 
Helicopter Field Mvintenanee); 1st Signal Detachment (RAD}U!:? Avionics) i, 188t,L. 



_.vENERAL ORDERS NUMIER 2'.309, dated 16 May 1968, DA, HEADQUAR'l'ERS UNITED 
STATES ARl-fY VIETN.AM, APO San Francisco 96375 (Cont) 

( Airmc bile) ; 603d ter 
ca· acbment RADREP Avionics; 

Detachment; 340th Aviation Detac n ; 341st Aviation ac , arter-
master Detachment (Petroleum) 390th Quartermaster Detachment (Petroleum) (Bulk 
Storage & Issue) and the 2d Platoon, 478th Heavy Helicopter Company, distinguished 
themselves in support of military operations in the Republic of Vietnam during 
the period l January 1967 to Jl December 1967. Since its inception in 1965, the 
group's six combat aviation battalions and one air cavalry squadron set new 
highs in flying hours (498,899), troops lifted (2,066,294) and tons of cargo 
carried (282,.386). In conducting their extremely essential mission, units of 
th~~l:!P ranged the length and breadth of the republic, participating in 105 
United State~ and Free Wor1d Military Assistance Forces and 412 Army of the 
Republic of VietnaJll operationso To keep abreastcrf" the deP"-s.i.d s o! _fl!._ ever 
changing tactical situation, the 12TH AVIATIOO GROUP tested new equipment and ·"" ~ 
integrated feasible concepts into its inventory, thus refinin& the tactics and · 
techniques of airmobile operations. By initiating a survival/escape and evasion 
program, the group provided aircrews with training essential to surviving in a 1-1 

hostile environment. The overall superb aviation support rendered by this 1mit 
has significantly enhanced counterinsurgency aims in the Republic of Vietnam. 
The remarkable proficiency and devotion to duty displayed by the members of the 
1zrH AVIATICN GROUP are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect distinct credit upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 
Authority: By direction of the Secretary of the Army, under the provisions of 
paragraph 203, AR 672-5-1. 

, . --- 'l . -·· • -· .. , ~--~~ ,.:.._ ~-- ._ ----

FOR THE CCllMANDER: 

R. ·N. DJ.LL.Al-! 
Colonel, AGC 
.Adjutant General 

DIS TRI BUTIClh 
5-Each unit concerned 
2-J\VliGA 
1-AV!-IIG 
1-AVHIO 
l-AVHAG-A 
l-AVHAG-AR 
25-AVHAG-PD 
t>-CINCUSARPAC 
1-CCMUSMACV ATTN: MAC 40-PD 
1-COHUSMACV ATTN: l✓.Y~l 

ROBERT C. TABER 
Brigadier General, US Army 
Chief of Staff 

SPBCI.AL DISTRlBu'TlCN: 
2-TAGO, DA ATTN: AGPB-AB 
2-Chief of Military History, Dii. AT'Oh HSD-C1iD 
2-'l'~O, DA ATTN: AGSD 


