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defensive operations on 29 October 1067. Initially deploved to engace and
destroy enemy forces, the unit encountered only token hostile resistance by
snipers throughout the day before establishing its night defensive camp perim-
eter. Shortly after this was accomplished. outposts received enemy fire and
alerted the main body of the battalion to the incurgents disposition, With ex-
emplary proficiency and aggressiveness, the 41ST RANGER BATTALION
met and repulsed the onslaught, forcing the insurgents to retreat and muster a
larger combat force. Supporting their subsequent attaclk with mortar, rocket and
machinegun five. the enemy charged the camp with extreme ferocity and signifi-
cantly increased manpower. The unit responded with vicions, unhesitating five
and engaged the incoming wave of men at close quarters with bayonets and small
arms. The battalion’s unsurpassed valor and tenacity, combined with friendlv
fire support, forced the enemy to withdraw. leavi ing behind numerous dead.
tactical equipment and materiel. The men of the 41ST RANGER BATTALION
displayed extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty which are in keepine
with the highest traditions of the military sorvice and veflect distinet credit
upon themselves and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam.

8 The Valorous Unit Award is awarded by direction of the Secretary of
the Army to:

TITE POPULAR FORCE PLATOON 152, ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC
OF VIETN AN

The POPULAR FORCE PLATOON 132, ARMY OF TITE REPURLIC
OF VIETNAM (further designated the Cownbined Action Platoon T~3 by the
IIT Marine \mphlbmu; Force) distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism
while engaged in offensive military operations on 8 and 25 Jaauary 1968 and in
a ready reaction operation on S Tanufuv 1968, When informed b\' members of
the lecal populace that a Viet Cong force had occupied their v illace the previous
1ght, the platoon set up six three-man ambush positions on the western edge of
1]10 village and then the remainder of the force charged the village {rom the east,
This ingenious maneuver completely disorganized the insur cents, catching them
i a murderous crossfire which resulted in thir ty-four (hnd and ele\'en captured
Viet Cong. As the POPTLAR FORCE PLATOON 152 was preparing to oc-
cupy defensive positions in Phuoe Thuan the night of S January 1968, a heavy
volume of sniper fire raked the village. A friendly night patrol was in the process
of moving out when the firing commenced ; STiim mortars were requested from
a nearby American Division unit to confuse the insurgents, and the patrol rein-
forced b\' another squad, dispatched into the night. The enemy, unable to cope
with the quickness of the friendly reaction, was thrown off balance, suflering
voluminous losses of men and materiel. In the final encounter on 23 January
1968, the platoon attempted to use blocking tactics to neutralize An Cuong, a
\*111.\@@ which local intellizence deseribed as being infested with Viet Cong. As
the friendly forcez moved toward the village, the Viet Cong opened up with
small arms and automatic weapons fire. Dlxpl.n mg courage seldom evidenced in
any fighting foree, the platoon rose and chareed the vill: 1ge in a frontal assault.
unnerving the enemy soldiers to the extent that they ceased firing and fled.
Pofu:.mrr to break contact, the platoon hounded the insurgents into the hills,
mﬂxctm«* catastrophic pebolmel and logistical losses on them. The men of the
POPULAR FORCE PLATOON 132 displayed extraordinary heroism and de-

votion to duty which are in keeping with the highest traditions of the milj( tary
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and its assigned and attaclied units distinguished themselves in support of mili-
tary operations in the Republic of Vietnam during the stated periods. In eifec-
tively dispatching a mission of unprecedented scope, this unit displaved an
extremely volatile counterinsurgency environment. The command was instru-
mental in preparing Regional Forces/Popular Forces elements for the assump-
tion of a dominant role in the conflict. Through the effort of the 5TITSPECIAL
FORCES GROUT (AIRBORNLE), more than forty thousand Vietnamese
troops were trained. equipped and deployed to the field. The unit's supervision
of its counterpart clements resulted in the domestic soldier becoming a mean-
ingful figure in defensive and offensive operations against heavily armed and
elusive enemy forces. In addition, the group conducted innumerable projects in
its aggressive Civie Action Program desiogned to better the welfare of the
populace throughout the theater. By tenacity and resourcefulness, it immeas-
urably furthered all aspects of the counterinsurgency effort in the Republic of
Vietnam. The remarkable proficiency and devotion to duty displayed by the
members of the 5TII SPECIAL FORCES GROUDP (AIRBORNE) are in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military =ervice and reflect distinet
credit upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the United States.

S THE STH-ENGINEER BDATTALION, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION
(AIRMOBILIE).

For exceptionally meritorious achievement in the performance of out-
standing service: The STII ENGINELER BATTALION, 15T AIR CAV-
ALRY DIVISION distinguished itself in the support of military operations
in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 1 September 1966 to 31 August
1667, Excelling in both traditional engineer mizsions and in the new concepts
of airmobile tasks, the men of this unit rendered unparalleled combat support
to the maneuver clements of the division on a vast number of operations
throughout the IRepublic of Vietnan. Working under extreme conditions of
adverse weather, severe terrain and frequent enemy harassment, the battalion
constructed numerous bridges, improved countless kilometers of roadway and
built or upzraded 14 airfields, Mine sweeping, demolition work and destruc-
tion of fortified hamlets were among recurring miszsions which these men
earried out with marked professionalism. The members of the STII ENGI-
NEER BATTALION, IST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION vigorously ap-
plied and advanced relatively new and varied airmobile concepts with con-
summate efiiciency. In one instance, divisional aiveraft were effectively used to
transport and emplace materials co that a vital bridge wag rebuilt in minimum
time. In addition to combat support, the men of the battalion conducted and
nmaintained a comnprehensive and lastingly suecessful civie ¢ sagram that
included such projects as preparing refugee areas and cons fanal
facilities. This worlt not only improved the living conditir
Ince, but 1t also engendered rapport between local civilis
personnel. The remarkable accomplizshments of the bt
enormous obstacles contributed greatly to the counteri
Free World Forces in the Republic of Vietnam. Ty
and devotlon to duty dizplayed by the members of the

TALION, 1ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION are i =~

traditions of the military service and reflect distinet s

the Armed TForces of the United States. ~votlon
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