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GENERAL ORDERS HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 48 WasmmNgroN, D.C., 13 September 1968
. Section
VALOROUS UNIT CITATION—Awards I
MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION—Awards II

I_VALOROUS UNIT AWARD. By direction of the Sceretary of the Army,
under the provisions of paragraph 202.1, AR 672-5-1, the Valorous Unit Award
is awarded the following named units of the United States Army for extraor-
dinary heroism while engaged in military operations during the periods
indicated : ‘
The citations read as follows:

1. The Valorous Unit Award is awarded by direction of the Secretary of
the Army to:

COMPANY B, 15TH MEDICAL BATTALION !/ -

COMPANY B, 15TH MEDICAL BATTALION distinguished itself by
extraordinary heroism while engaged in military operations on 6 June 1967
in support of the 1st Air Cavalry Division during Operation PERSHING
on the Bon Son Plains. An enemy mortar attack in the early morning hours
detonated the ammunition storage area containing 1,250 tons of assorted shells,
rockets, grenades and incendiaries, On-duty personnel immediately responded
to the initial explosion and aroused the sleeping patients and off-duty personnel
of the tompany. This prompt, courageous action undoubtedly saved the lives
of men who would not otherwise have survived the massive explosions and fires
that followed. With the explosion of the entire ammunition dump imminent,
and in the midst of exploding shells, fire and debris, the men of COMPANY B,
15TH MEDICATL BATTALION unhesitatingly left the safety of their bunk-
ers to evacuate patients and unit personnel. The volume of fire and falling debris
forced tlie evacuation parties across an open airstrip. Medics who had made
their way to an area of relative safety volunteered to go back into the exploding
holocaust to aid the injured, and wounded medics were pulled by their com-
panions from collapsed bunkers and carried to cover. Personnel from the com-
pany who had reached safety returued to the company arep wlen rounds were
exploding to evacuate those who were wounded or trapped. After a treatment
facility and casualty collecting point had been established, the unit’s persounel
shuttled casualties from the collecting point to a medical aid station. Twelve
medics angmented the medical persounel of tle treatment station to aid in the
sorting, treatment and evacuation of casualties. The teamwork and selfless
actions demonstrated by these men throughout the attack were instrumental
in saving numerous lives. All patients and personnel were safely evacuated
from the company area with no loss of life. The men of COMPANY B, 15TH
MEDICAL BATTALION displayed extraordinary heroism and devotion to
duty which are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service
and reflect distinet credit upon themselves and tlie Armed Forces of the United
States.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

W. C. WESTMORELAND,
General, United States Army,
Official : Chief of Staff.
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant General.

Distribution :
To be distributed in accordance with DA form 12-4 requirements.
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