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.San Ditnas CA 

.Sherwood Forest 

January J7, JOOI 

Brisbane, CA 

Dear Dic.k; 

fhank you for the prints of \.Z 5a\\y. Enc\osed is a c.hec.k to cover some of the 
expense of sending them to me. 

I re a Uy appreciate your work in providing this information to me. 

I arrived in Vietnam 3(1(68 at qot" Rep\acement in long Bhin, and was . 
assigned to the 10rt. C\osest I can figure, I arrived at \.Z 5a\\y 3(6 or 7(68, and 
was assigned to C c.o 1{50J, rt Platoon, J"d 5q,uad. Area 13 on your photo. f he 
first evening, we left the perimeter, about area 14, and went on ambu:sh. My rt 
night, we had I KIA & I WIA, and I remember wa\king bac.k into the perimeter 
with two \ess guys than we \eft \ast evening and wondering if this is how my 
next 358 days wou\d be going. f hat day, we were lifted to a vi\\age off the top 
of the picture, across the 5ong Bo river, toward Quang Dien, and whi\e 
sweeping a boobie trapped vi\\age, my sq,uad leader and asst sq,uad \ea 
stepped on a mine after being snipped at.Another KIA & WIA.fhe next day, 
we assau\ted a vi\\age from a wide open paddy, with no cover, and my who\e 
p\atoon, except for Carter &I were either KIA or WIA.fhe on\y ones \eft 
were u:s two FNG's.I have come to understand this is why there was so \ittleI 
c.ou\d remember from Vietnam for so \ong. Big time emotiona\shut down & 
emotiona\ detachment and escaping through drugs & a\c.oho\. 

We\\, q years into my rec.overy,I am c.\ean & sober, doing better at 
discovering and processing what went on back then, starting a new career 
in c.ounse\ing, with a new kind and loving wife, and we wm be going back to 
Vietnam in June JOOI, and it \ooks \ike we wm ac.tua\\y get to the vmage where 
my who\e p\atoon was wiped out on 3fqf68. I met Curt Knapp on the net, and 
he had a picture of some boonie rats he snapped about June 68 that he sent 
me for now reason.I prac tic.any snapped a drive shaft when the pie. ture 



finiShed down \ooding and squatting in the picture was me & Corter was 
standing in the midd\e.fhesquod \eoder that tried to ki\\ me because I 
refused to fol\ow his order to shoot some women and chi\dren was squatting 
in the pie ture too.I he\d that resentment for about 3J years before r reo\ized 
that was port of what was keeping me sick. After \etting go of thot,I think I 
found out what happened to him. You see God must hove intervened 
because I was pul\ed out on fDY on I0/15/68 and never sow him again.I think 
I found him on the Wal\. He was KIA about IJN/68.He hod paid his price 3J 
years ago but I om the one that remained sick for 3J more years . Wow, what 
a reve\otion. 

Bless you for the role you hove ployed in helping me put together some of the 
pieces in my trauma.I would like to return the favor some how. For now, 
thanking you for your he\p and letting you know you ore helping another Vet 
heo\ seems to be the best I con do for now .I 0\.50 wont you to know us guys 
down on the ground sure appreciated you guys up in the c\ouds.I never was 
so scored when we would be chopping into a hot lZ and you could see the 
red green & white lines coming to get us with nothing to hide behind. On the 
ground we cou\d usuo\ly find something to crawl into or behind for some 
protection. 

r hove been asking the Vets r meet if there is anything! con toke bock to 
Vietnam or bring bock from Vietnam for them.I would like to ask you the 
some thing . 

.Sincere I~ 

Keith Askin 




